
FREE - donat ions  accepted .  

lE~d LEC;ISLATE~ POVERTY 
CRABTREE CORNER (Y W . C .A .  ) ,,,t~i* 

E 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE WOMEN'S CENTRE 

1% First United Church 

f i  CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATI 

Downtown Eastside Residents Associa 

On September 5 t h ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  above community groups  h e l d  a  
p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  Carnegie .  The spokesperson  chosen by a l l  t o  l e a d  t h e  e v e n t  
w a s  t h e  c o - o r d i n a t o r  of End L e g i s l a t e d  Pover ty ,  M s .  J e a n  Swanson. Jean  began 
by handing o u t  a  copy of  Claude Richmond's l e t t e r ,  s e n t  t o  49,000 r e c i p i e n t s  o f  
w e l f a r e  money who a r e  vague ly  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  "employable". The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  
asked w a s ,  "P lease  imagine t h a t  you r e c e i v e  $430 a month. You may be o v e r  55,  
s i c k ,  maybe h a v e n ' t  worked i n  10 y e a r s  o r  have a l r e a d y  worked 30 y e a r s . . .  i m a -  
g i n e  t h a t  you g e t  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  m a i l .  What is your  r e a c t i o n ? "  

J e a n  went on t o  p o i n t  t h e  g l a r i n g l y  u n e t h i c a l  and u n t r u t h f u l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  
le t ter  and r e p s  e a c h  t o l d  o f  t h e  amount b e i n g  b i l l e d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  f o r  work 
done t h a t  is p a i d  f o r  when p r o v i n c i a l  employees do i t .  Someone p u l l e d  ~ l a u d e ' s  
s t r i n g s  and he  danced w i t h  pe rhaps  $100,000 o f  p u b l i c  money, c r e a t i n g  havoc. 

The t o t a l  b i l l e d  amount, due by October  5 t h  and s t i l l  n o t  p a i d ,  is  $5,364.40. 



PLEASE READ THIS LETTER CAREFULLY AS IT CONCERNS YOUR 

ELIGIBILITY FOR INCOME ASSISTANCE BENEFITS . 
Dear Recipient  : 

A s  you may be  aware, B r i t i s h  Columbia is enjoying t h e  b e s t  economy i n  sever- 
a l  years .  The unemployment r a t e  i s  down s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  many new work oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  a r e  now a v a i l a b l e  and you must make f u l l  u se  of them. 

Income a s s i s t a n c e  b e n e f i t s  were provided a s  temporary a s s i s t a n c e  u n t i l  t h e  
job market improved and you could become independent through employment. 

The August cheque, which you have j u s t  rece ived ,  w i l l  b e  t h e  l a s t  one 
i ssued  u n t i l  you provide t h e  Ministry wi th  documentation of your e f f o r t s  t o  
f i n d  work. The d e c l a r a t i o n  form on t h e  cheque s tub  you complete each month 
i n d i c a t e s  you a r e  seeking work and a r e  a b l e  t o  provide proof .  This  is a 
condi t ion  of e l i g i b i l i t y  under t h e  GAIN r egu la t ions .  

Because of t h e  cu r r en t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of j obs ,  you a r e  expected t o  f i n d  work 
o r  show why you have no t  found o r  accepted employment. 

No f u r t h e r  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  b e  i ssued  t o  you un le s s  you l i s t  your e f f o r t s  on t h e  
a t tached  form and r e t u r n  i t  t o  your l o c a l  Minis t ry  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  p r i o r  t o  
i s s u e  of t h e  September cheque. 

Yours t r u l y  , 
Claude Richmond 
Minis te r  of S o c i a l  Serv ices  and Housing 

( I  would l i k e  t o  apologize f o r  my tu red  by doc to r s  i n  t h e  west and 
f a u l t y  l y r i c  which was out  of meter.  t h e  opium t r a d e  was forced  i n t o  
More s e r i o u s l y ,  I implied t h a t  t h e  p l ace  i n  China by Gladstone-Di sra~l i 
.- - - 
use oT l~ero ir l  and opium was a chin- and "Chinese" Gordon, t h e  famous 
e s e  problem ins t ead  of c o l o n i a l  Imper ia l  General.)  
bus iness .  Heroin was f i r s t  manufac- 

Verse: I s o l d  my horn i n  New OrLeanSl(I wish I was on we l f a re  
To be reborn i n  Claude Richmond's Dream 
Now I ' m  n i c o t i n e  on a Soered Screen 

Chorus Der Zalm them a l l  I was t o l d  t o  s e l l  my s o u l  
f o r  American Gold Extend f r e e  t rade lhave  no f e a r  
S t a r v i n '  Drunk on a Fantasy Garden bee r  
Jimmy on t h e  Cross don ' t  shed no t e a r  

Verse: I ' m  a S ing le  Parent  ( I  wish I was on we l f a re  now) 
They s o l d  my ch i ld ren  o f f  t h e  s k i d s  
now they  don ' t  show up on Computer g r i d s .  

Chorus 



FryntLLrm W o c a w  Yorkers 
NEWS RELEASE 

POVERTY IS WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED AS AN ILL OF OUR SOCIETY. BOTH THE FEDERAL 
AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS RECOGNIZE THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PROBLEM. THE 
BURNING QUESTION ASKED BY FRONTLINE ADVOCACY WORKERS THROUGHOUT BRITISH 
COLUMBIA IS "HOW COULD THE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND HOUSING EXPECT 
ANYTHING POSITIVE TO RESULT FROM THE 'SWIM OR SINK' LETTER (mailed to 
49,000 "employables" by the Minister, Claude Richmond)?" 

IN THE LOWER MAINLAND THERE IS A NETWORK OF ANTI-POVERTY ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
HAVE IiAD THEIR WORKLOADS INCREASE STEADILY OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS. INDIVID- 
UALLY AND COLLECTIVELY, CONSTANT EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO REMOVE THE STIGMA 
ATTACHED TO CITIZENS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE INCOMES, YET THE GOVERNMENT CON- 
TINUES TO MAKE CHANGES IN ITS BUREAUCRATIC SYSTEM WHILE SIDELINING THE CRU- 
CIAL REFORMS NEEDED. IT CONTINUES, AS EXEMPLIFIED BY THE DECREES OF CLAUDE 
RICHMOND, MINISTER, TO TREAT PEOPLE RECEIVING ASSISTANCE AS GENERICALLY LAZY 
AND CRIMINAL. THIS GROSS MISCONCEPTION WAS PUBLICALLY STATED SEVERAL TIMES 
IN THE LAST TWO YEARS: - a reduction in rates by $7 when the Ministry was i 

informed that recipients under 26 were being dis- 
criminated against with assistance $25 lower than 
recipients over 26. (legislating malnutrition) 

- a cutback of $50 for single mothers while 'reclass- 
ifying' thousands as employable 

- the first increase in over 5 years brought the 
average income to at least 45% below Poverty Levels 

TUV D P C T T T  T C  nT7 D T P U W n h T n I  C T F m m F n  m ~ ~ n v  A rnmxr-rxrn Ilmlirnr r\TT r n r  n n l t  rrrrnrl rr a -.-err- mrrn-n 
r r * v  r\uuuuru v a  Ltruluwuu L) uILl lILn l n n u t l l u \ u \ w  LL.L~_LU L A D L L ~  wlln n n v  ~ \ b  1HLLK 

BENEFITS STOPPED ARE ALMOST UNIFORMLY DETRIMENTAL, COSTING THE TAXPAYERS 
MUCH IN THE WAY OF INCREASED SOCIAL UNREST AND GROUPS OF FRONTLINE ADVOCACY 
WORKERS IN UNCOMPENSATED TIME, ENERGY AND MONEY. 

THE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND HOUSING HAS BEEN PRESENTED WITH A BILL 
FOR $5,364.40 FOR COSTS INCURRED BY NON-PROFIT, COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
COPING WITH THE NEEDS OF RECIPIENTS DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY THE AUGUST 4th 
LETTER OF RICHMOND. NEEDED IS AN ACCOUNTING OF THE TAXPAYER'SJIONEY SPENT 
BY THE GOVERNMENT ON THIS EXERCIES (Printing and posting 49,000 letters; 
printing & posting media releases not sent to recipients); wages, travel 
& hotels of management staff on issue day) I 

FRONTLINE ADVOCACY WORKERS HAS MADE A FORMAL REQUEST TO CLAUDE RICHMOND, 
MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND HOUSING, TO MEET WITH THEM AS SOON AS POSS- 
IBLE TO, IN PART, ENSURE THAT THE ETHICS AND MORALITY DISPLAYED IN RICH- 
MOND'S LETTER ARE NOT RESORTED TO AGAIN. 



First United Church 1 

First United Church was actively involved as an advocate or&inization in the Down- 
town Eastside responding to the stress and confusion created by Claude Richmond's 
letter of August 4th. First Church recognizes the conditions of job search for em- 
ployable~ receiving Income Assistance, but objects strenuously to the tactics used by 
the Minister in enforcing this policy. 
Existence on the inadequate levels of Income Assistance is stressful enough without 

the added threat of losing one's source of shelter and food. 
Attached is a bill to the Ministry of Social Services and Housing for costs incurred 

by the staff team of First United Church in our efforts to inform and assure people 
of their rights in this situation. These expenses are above and beyond the costs of 
our normal daily workload. 
We feel particularly justified in presenting this bill as our community workers re- 

ceived requests from a number of Ministry staff to support and inform people of their 
rights, attempt to diffuse anxiety and assist them through this process. 

As workers we recognize the additional burdens placed on the District offices by the 
Minister's office, but do not feel that it is our responsibility to implement Ministry 
policy or changes. 

Extra costs incurred are as follows: 
Add'l Staff Time: 50 people at $ hr. 

x $7.35 = $367.50 
Photocopy Expenses: $.lo per 2-sided copy 

x 250 sheets = 25.00 
Bus Tickets 40 x $1.25 = 50.00 
(to confirmed job interviews or appointments) $442.50 

Downtown Eastside Residents Association 

A letter was sent by yourself to 49,000 "employable" welfare recipients inrB.C. 
stating that they would not get further benefits if they did not fill out a job searchs 
Our office was flooded by hundreds of people who were scared they were going to be 

cut off welfare. Our staff spent considerable time explaining to them their basic 
rights. We reproduced information that the Ministry should be distributing and coun- 
selling people who could not get through to their worker. 
We feel that the government should pay for out time and expenses for their ill- 

thought attack on welfare recipients. 
a Costs to DERA: Staff Time - 9 different staff 

200 hrs. @ $11.63/hr. = $2325.00 
k of ne&sletter - printing = 75.00 
Information sheets - printing = 50.00 $2451.00 -- 



DONNTOWN EASTSIDE WOMEN' S CENTRE 5 

Since you aent the  l e t t a r n  ou t  t o  49,000 employable welfare  r e c i p i e n t s  i n  e a r l y  
Auguet, you have created a l o t  uf e x t r a  work f o r  the s t a f f  a t  ou t  Centre. We have 
spent l i t e r a l l y  days reassur ing  women i n  t h e  Downtown Eaetside,  expla ining what they 
are required t o  do, helping women who should be une~~lployable re -c lass i f i ed  and help- 
ing  women who a r e  i l l i t e r a t e  read ,and f i l l  ou t  t h e i r  forms. 

We a r e  a l ready overworked baing one of the  few se rv ices  women w i l l  go t o  i n  t h i s  
a rea ,  and a r e  q u i t e  angry t h a t  w e  have had t o  do your min i s t ry ' s  work because t h e r e  
a r e  not  enough f i n a n c i a l  a i d  workers t o  cover t h t s  massive overload you have created.  
Enclosed you w i l l  f i n d  a b i l l  f o r  our se rv ices :  

2 S ta f f  women's s a l a r i e s :  1 x 3 days work $210 
1 x 4.5 days work 315 

P r i n t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  - How To Do A Job Search 10 
TOTAL: $535 

Like most support  groups we a r e  ourse lves  underfunded, so  t h e  next time you decide 
t o  do something t h i s  broad ranging, we would suggest; 

1 . )  That you have adequate s t a f f  on hand t o  d e a l  with peoples problems and t o  
a s s i s t  them; 

2.) Make i t  c l e a r  t o  your workers what you a r e  t ry ing  t o  accomplish (many FAW's 
had d i f f e r e n t  s t o r i e s  about t h e  consequences of your l e t t e r ) ;  

3.) Make s u r e  the re  a r e  jobs ou t  the re  f o r  people t o  apply f o r .  

RECOGNIZING ABUSE 

 EN^ L E ~ ~ S ~ A T E ~  POVERTY 
The following is  an i temized b i l l  f o r  c o s t s  incurred by End Legis la ted  Poverty i n  

helping people cope wi th  the  l e t t e r  you s e n t  t o  4 9 8 0 0  employable people: 

- Preparat ion of handout o u t l i n i n g  people ' s  r i g h t s  and l i s t i n g  advocate 
groups t h a t  would help  them (one and a h a l f  d a y s )  $15n 

- P r i n t i n g  of ZUUU handouts ( 4 . 4 ~  each f o r  two s ides )  88 
- 2000 shee t s  of paper 5 1 
- Preparat ion of sheet  o u t l i n i n g  t r a i n i n g  program and se rv ices  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  people on welfare  (hal f  a day) .50 . 
- paper f o r  t r a i n i n g  handout (1000 shee t s )  25 
- Copying f o r  t r a i n i n g  handout 22 
- Costs of mail ing above handout throughout the  province: Stamps 49 

Envelopes 12 
Labour (113 day) 33 - Wage8 f o r  people d i s t r i b u t i n g  m a t e r i a l  and advis ing people i n  food 

bank l ineups  on Aug 9 th  (5 hours a t  $12.50/hr) 63 
- Advising and r e f e r r i n g  people on welfare  who c a l l e d  t o  check ou t  t h e i r  , ' I 

r i g h t s  and r e s p o n s r b i l i t i e s  (one day) 100 
- Accepting job app l i ca t ions  (half day) 50 

TOTAL: $693 

I We t r u s t  t h a t  your government w i l l  remit  t h i s  amount i n  f u l l  wi th in  30 days. 



CARNEGIE COMMUNI?PY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

The taxpayers of Vancouver agreed i n  1986, by referendum, t o  fund t h e  renovation 
and expansion of s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  Carnegie Community Centre. The Carnegie A s ~ o c i ~ t i ~ , ,  
is a c h a r i t a b l e  body of members, use r s  and suppor ters  of our  Centre. It i s  sad t h a t  
now, because of an  i l l - thought  a c t i o n  on your p a r t ,  we a r e  faced with covering the  
c o s t s  incurred by vo lun tee r s  coping with t h e  r e s u l t s  of i t .  

Following is  a l i s t i n g  of expenses d i r e c t l y  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  bad planning and 
ine f f i c i ency  of your Ministry.  These c o s t s  are r e a l  and i n  no way i n f l a t e d  o r  ex- 
aggerated. They represent  cash ou t l ay  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Carnegie Community Centre 
Association, i ts  members and volunteers ,  and of advocacy workers here.  

1.) Pr in t ing  of extra cop ies  of  the  Carnegie Newsletter and increased s i z e  
of same f o r  t h e  i s s u e  published 15 August 1989. This i s s u e  contained 

much information t h a t  was necessary t o  inform r e c i p i e n t s  of t h e i r  r i g h t s  
and obl igat ions  v i s -a -1~  MSSH $121.00 
2 . )  Copying of nocices c a l l i n g  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  t o  a t t e n d  

an emergency meeting, which would focus on r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  and 
what "emPLoyable8' means i n  t h e  terms used by MSSII ........................ 20.00 
3.) P r in t ing  c o s t s  of t h e  22 August 1989 i s s u e  of Future of Carnegie. The 

e n t i r e  i s sue  contained information, advice on the  r i g h t s  and ob l iga t ions  
of r e c i p i e n t s  and admonitions t o  exerc i se  them with MSSH --------------- 22.90 
4. )  Costs of holding the  above mentioned emergency meeting. The h a l l  was 

provided f r e e  of charge by the  Carnegie Centre a s  wel l  a s  use of a publ ic  
address system. Expenses were incurred f o r  4 po t s  of co f fee  and 200 small  
cookies a s  the  next i s s u e  day was 3 days hence and almost a l l  i n  at tendence 
had no money f o r  food. ................................................. 60.00 
5.) The time put i n t o  informing r e c i p i e n t s  of t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  the  process of 

appeal, the  necess i ty  of picking up t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  a s s i s t a n c e  and much 
counsell ing t o  a i d  r e c i p i e n t s  t o  cope with the  s t r e s s  and emotional r eac t ions  
brought on by the  i n s e n s i t i v e  a c t i o n  of MSSH --($12/hr X 21 .hrs.-2 persons) 504 .OO 

The above represent  the  minimum of c r u c i a l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  
r i g h t f u l l y  the  province of your Plinistry t o  ensure.  TOTAL: $727.90 



7 
I n  view of your recent  ha rd - l i ne  r u l e  towards "ernp10~rabl.e~" I am submi t t i ng  an - 

account of t h e  t ime 1. spent  dur ing  t h e  per iod  Aug.3 t o  23 and am reques t ing  your 

ministry to  re-imburse me: 4 hours t o  d i s t r i b u t e  informat ion  t o  c l i e n t s  - 
4 hours  t o  a t t e n d  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  on cheque day - 

[ JONENE BICKETT , ADVOCATE 1 T o t a l  8 hours  a t  $12.50 per  hour . . . $100 
Gas f o r  d r i v e r ' s  c a r  . . . . . . . . . 15 

I - 
T o t a l .  . . $115 

Cons iderable  time was a l s o  spcnt  t r y i n g  t o  phone you d i r e c t l y  and I had some 
good commimicatio~is with your s t a f f  h e r e  (Barbara) and i n  V i c t o r i a  ( L i s a  Markham). 
Both urged me t o  t e l l  you what T t h i n k .  

Mr. Richmond, I was a s o c i a l  worker w i th  t h e  m i n i s t r y  f o r  n ine  y e a r s  and I know 
i t  could Funct ion much more smoothly i f  you fol lowed some of my sugges t ions .  Your 
c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  do not  a l low even competent workers t o  make dec i s ions  about t h e i r  
c l i e n t s ;  t h i s  adve r se ly  a f f e c t s  everyone. It h a l t s  t h e  process  of g e t t i n g  j o b s  
f o r  t h o s e  who can work and of r e a s s e s s i n g  t h o s e  who cannot .  There w i l l  always b e  
a co re  of people who w i l l  remain on w e l f a r e  f o r e v e r  and some who w i l l  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
t r y  t o  def raud  t h e  government. I n  my expe r i ence ,  i t  makes more s ense  t o  concen- 
t r a t e  on t h o s e  from your s c r u t i n y  and t h e  programs you o f f e r .  Now, t h i s  is not  
t h e  ca se .  Most of t h e  good p l a n s  a r e  not  implemented because of g ros s  bureaucra-  
t i c  i n e f f i c i e n c y .  

I a p p r e c i a t e  your i n t e n t i o n  t o  reduce t h e  number of people on w e l f a r e ,  bu t  you 
a r e  proceeding i n  e n t i r e l y  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  I would be p leased  t o  d i s c u s s  
a l t e r n a t e  p l ans  w i th  you i n  d e t a i l ,  and hope t o  meet w i th  you ~ e r s o n a l l y  soon. 

Jonene Bicket  t , Advocate 

- 
Claude Richmond 
M i n i s t e r  o f  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and Housing 
P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s  
V i c t o r i a ,  B.C.  V8V 1x4 

Dear M r .  Richmond: 5  September 1989 

T h i s  is a  s t a t e m e n t  of account ,  informing you a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of SS & H 
t h n t  ne.-tm :--..---A L-- r-- - - *  . 

bvuLo I I I C - C I ~ ~ ~ ~  UY L L V L L C L U L ~ :  advocary wnrkers  ccpmg $?:t.h. t h e  r z s u l t s  
o f  t h e  August 4 t h  l e t t e r  a r e  b e i n g  fo rmer ly  b i l l e d  t o  you. 

P a r t i c u l a r s  a r e  on t h e  a t t a c h e d  p a p e r s .  Summarizing : 

- End L e g i s l a t e d  Pover ty  : $ 693.00 
I - Downtown E a s t s i d e  Women's Cen t re  535.00 
i - Jonene B i c k e t t ,  Advocate 115.00 

i - C r a b t r e e  Corner (YWCA) 400.00 
- F i r s t  Uni ted Church I 442.50 

I 
- Downtown E a s t s i d e  R e s i d e n t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  : 2,451.00 
- C a m e g i e  Community Cen t re  A s s o c i a t i o n  1 727.90 

I TOTAL AMOUNT DUE : $5,364.40 

The TOTAL AMOUNT DUE is t o  b e  r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
and i n d i v 2 d u a l s  w i t h i n  30 days .  

PaulR T a y l o r ,  E d i t o r ,  For Fron t  l i n e  Advocacy Workers,  
CARNEGIE NEWSLETTER. 



Claude Richmond 
Minister  of Soc ia l  Services and Housing 

i 

Parliament Buildings 
Vic tor ia ,  B.C. V8V 1x4 30 August 1989 

Dear M r .  Richmond, 

We a r e  wr i t ing  t o  inform you t h a t  w e  be l i eve  t h e . l e t t e r  you wrote t o  49,000 
so-called employable people on welfare ,  t h e  process of forc ing a l l  of t h e s e  
people, on very shor t  no t i ce ,  t o  f i l l  out  job search  forms', and threa tening 
t h a t  "No f u r t h e r  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  be issued t o  you ..." is  extremely unethica l .  
W e  a r e  appalled by it. 

We are a l s o  wr i t ing  t o  inform you of th ings  t h a t  could be done by your gov- 
ernment t o  get  more people of f  welfare.  

Your l e t t e r  is  une th ica l  because: 

1. Your l e t t e r  l i e d  about our economy. It s t a t e d  t h a t  B.C. is "enjoying 
t h e  bes t  economy i n  severa l  years." I n  f a c t ,  our  unemployment r a t e  went u.p 
a f u l l  percentage pain t  t o  9.2% on t h e  day t h a t  you announced t h e  crackdown. 

2. Your l e t t e r  d id  not recognize t h e  r o l e  of s o c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  workers 
i n  using t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  assess  individuals  f o r  job readiness.  

3 .  Financial  workers a r e  not  allowed t o  speak out  publ ic ly  about t h e  prob- 
l e m s  with t h i s  letter and i ts  enforcement, o r  they could b e  f i r e d .  This 
muzzles informed people who could con t r ibu te  t o  a  good solu t ion .  

4 .  The l e t t e r  and t h e  subsequent deployment of managerial s t a f f  t o  d i s t r i c t  
o f f i c e s  t o  he lp  with cheque day cost  a  l o t  of taxpayers'  money - money t h a t  
could have been spent on useful  t r a i n i n g  o r  programs. 

5. The l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  49,000 people t o  look f o r  
work, but it did  not  s t a t e  what t h e i r  r i g h t s  a re .  It did not  s t a t e  t h a t  
they h=~p_ +_he r i g h t  t:: n ~ p e d . ,  tht ~ l c ! e r  ~ e s p l z  v ~ ~ l d  ha exzzpt, that 
people could apply t o  be unemployable. The l e t t e r  t o  people a f fec ted  d id  
not  contain the  l is t  of t r a i n i n g  programs and se rv ices  f o r  people on welfare 
but  t h e  news re lease  t o  t h e  media did.  

6. The l e t t e r  t o  people a f fec ted  did not  s t a t e  t h a t  people could apply f o r  
money f o r  bus t r anspor ta t ion ,  c lo thes ,  phone, e t c . ,  while t h e  news re lease  
and attachments d id .  This gave the  media information t h a t  t h e  people affec-  
t ed  d id  no t  have and made it seem t o  t h e  general  publ ic  t h a t  t h e  Ministry 
was helping people when i n  f a c t  it was threa tening them. 

7 .  The l e t t e r  increased t h e  workloads of underfunded, understaffed and vol- 
unteer  organisa t ions  who, because of t h e i r  s o c i a l  conscience, worked very 
hard t o  ge t  information out  t o  people a f fec ted ,  t o  o f f e r  t o  he lp  them with 
appeals ,  t o  provide information on t r a i n i n g  programs and job search and on 
how t o  become c l a s s i f i e d  a s  "unemployable'~~' 



8. The l e t t e r  d i d  not  t r e a t  t h e  49,000 people on wel fare  a s  i nd iv idua l s  of 
worth. It d i d  not  t r e a t  them a s  o l d e r  people who have worked a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  
a s  s i c k  people who haven ' t  y e t  been dec lared  "unemployable", a s  people who 
have t r o u b l e  reading and w r i t i n g ,  a s  people who were abused i n  t h e i r  ch i ld -  
hood and a r e  s t i l l  having t r o u b l e  dea l ing  wi th  t h i s  and a s  people wi th  over 
48,000 o t h e r  circumstances.  I 

i 
i 9. The tone  of t h e  l e t t e r  blames and accuses i ts  r e c i p i e n t s .  It t r e a r s  

them a s  scum who a r e  a l l  r e fus ing  t o  look f o r  work when t h i s  is not  t r u e .  

1 10. L a s t l y ,  t h e  worst p a r t  of a l l  i s  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  c r ea t ed  i n c r e d i b l e  

/ s t r e s s  f o r  people on wel fare  t o  t h e  ex t en t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  advocates t a l k e d  t o  
1 people who considered su i c ide .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  " t e r ro r i z ing"  people on we l f a re  wi th  t h e  t h r e a t  of t ak ing  
away t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  pay r e n t  and e a t ,  t h e  l e t t e r  has  another  dubious achie-  
vment. It perpe tua ted  t h e  myth t h a t  people on wel fare  a r e  t o o  l azy  t o  work 
and d i v e r t e d  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  government's unwil l ingness  t o  c r e a t e  decent 
jobs and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  unemployment r a t e  i s  s t i l l  an i n c r e d i b l e  
9.2%. 

/ The l e t t e r  is  one p a r t  of an  abusive economic system which s e t s  up a  Master/ 
Servant  type  of r e l a t i o n s h i p  between employers and people forced t o  work f o r  
wages f a r  below t h e  poverty l i n e .  

This  i s  what we want: The government should make a  s i n c e r e  e f f o r t  t o  c r e a t e  
decent jobs .  This  means r e a l  jobs t h a t  l a s t  more than 2-6 months and simply 
r ecyc le  demoralized people from low pa id  government subs id ized  jobs t o  U.I. 
t o  we l f a re  and back. These jobs should have a  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  advancement and 
decent b e n e f i t s .  

I 
I Wages should be  increased .  Minimum wage should go t o  $7.45 an hour ,  t h e  

amount it would be  i f  i t  had t h e  same purchasing power a s  it  did i n  1975. 
Women need pay equ i ty  and unions should have more r i g h t s .  

We need h ighe r  we l f a re  r a t e s  s o  t h a t  people can a f fo rd  t o  e a t  n u t r i t i o u s  food, 
l i v e  i n  reasonable accomodation and pay f o r  s u i t a b l e  c lo th ing  and t ranspor-  

/ t a t i o n  and o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  inc luding  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of job search .  

We need r e a l  t r a i n i n g ,  inc luding  co l l ege  and u n i v e r s i t y  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  we can 
a f f o r d  and good l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g .  

We need more good q u a l i t y ,  a f fo rdab le  ch i ldca re .  

We need an amendment t o  t h e  Human Rights  Code t h a t  prevents  d i scr imina t ion  
a g a i n s t  people on wel fare .  

We w i l l  b e  con tac t ing  your o f f i c e  regard ing  a  meeting t o  d i scuss  t h e s e  po in t s .  

I Yours t r u l y ,  

(Or ig ina l  s igned  by r ep resen ta t ives  of a l l  a f f i l i a t e d  
o rgan i sa t ions  of END LEGISLATED POVERTY .) 



Conservat ively Speaking 

I a t tended  f i n e  schools  
where I learned  a l o t  
about a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between haves and have n o t s  
t he re  were only haves a t  our  school  
t h a t  was p l a i n  t o  s ee  
t o  l e a r n  about t h e  o t h e r s  
we s tudied  h i s t o r y .  

From t h e  e a r l i e s t  t imes 
so t h e r e  i s  noth ing  new 
The poor a r e  blamed 
f o r  our problems 
t h a t  u n i t e s  u s  you s e e  
and when we're  t oge the r  
a l l  agree  t o  s tand  f i r m  
and l e t  t he  s t rong  surv ive .  

The r i c h e s t  a r e  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
on t h a t  we a l l  ag ree  
so we s t a r t  r a i s i n g  p r i c e s  
a~r i_  spending v i s i ' n i  y 

The poor a r e  astounded 
they c a n ' t  s e e  a happy end 
they s t a r t  f i g h t i n g  each o the r  
when what they need is  f r i e n d s .  

They don" know i t ' s  only money 
of t h a t  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  
people who don ' t  have any 
be l i eve  i n  i t  more 
We bombard them wi th  d is informat ion  
and s p o r t s  s co res  ga lo re  
t h e r e ' s  l o t s  of money 
i n  bashing t h e  poor. 

we ' re  a l l  p a r t  of 
t h e  same system 
us  more than  them 
W e  have us  a f i n e  system 
and t h e r e  i s  no one t o  blame 
t h e r e  i s  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and t h e r e  i s  no shame 
We should cons ider  t h a t .  

I n  a world of innuendo and 
o u t r i g h t  l i e s  
b i g  groups of b i g  groups 
a l l  seeking an i d e n t i t y  t h a t  
they know i s  a l i e  
and money is  t h e  answer 
t o  a l l  t h e  l i e s  I ' v e  ever  t o l d  
and everyone pays. 

The depress ion  i s  deepening 
soon everyone w i l l  know 
even f a l l e n  e v a n g e l i s t s  
c5iLl iiGIKe c;ie Le-Gs 

war news is  boring 
t h e r e ' s  no sense  of f e a r  
but our  s i d e  has an answer 
i t ' s  nuc lea r  w a r .  

The one t h i n g  
t h a t  I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  
and I would l i k e  t o  be  s u r e  
i f  l i f e  is  r e a l l y  b u l l s h i t  
and I ' m  equal  t o  them a l l  
then money's no t  t h e  answer 
and i f  money's n o t  t h e  answer 
t h e r e ' s  no need f o r  war. 

Greg 



TBE PATRONS COMMENT 

Sunday evening, Sept. 24, at the 
Town Hall Forum, about fifty people 

made comments and suggestions on the 
programs at Carnegie. , 

It is the time of year in which 
staff review the programs in prepara- 
tion for planning the 1990 program 
year. The Program committee of the 
Board decided to start the process 
with a public meeting to get feedback 
from the membership. We organised it 
as a mental 'walk through the build- 
ing'. Donald MacPherson listed all 
the programs with a brief description 
and which programmer is responsible 
for it, on paper. He had each floor 
oc a separate page and the idea was 
to review each activity, floor by 

' floor, and ask for comments. 
I wondered while we were planning 

it if people would stay all the way 

through, thinking that most would be 
interested in their own activities. 
Was I wrong! The Theatre was full, 
the response was wonderful and the 
comments and suggestions were inter- 
esting, helpful and often well-thought 
out. Following are some of the ideas: 
* Concern for safety due to worn-out 
equipment in the weight room; 
* Better sound-proffing in the Theatre 
* A timer with an alarm at the free 
phone on the 1st floor; 
* Long discussions took place on the 
need for more security and people 
sitting on the front steps. The re- 
quest for more female security was 
clear. The issue of crowded steps is 
complex but it is difficult to get 
through somedays. Benches were 
brought up again. 
The meeting was such a success that 

by 9 pm we had covered only the base- 
ment and the 1st floor. People all 
a e r e e d  to talk about the 2nd & 3rd 

the October Town Hall on 
jth, the 3rd Sunday at 7 pm. 

By MUGGS SIGURGEIRSON 



The t i m i n g  is e v e r y t h i n g  R1CrH.T PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIMF: 

The p l a c e s  a r e  a l l  t h e  same 
The sun r i s e s  and 
The sun  s h i n e s  
No m a t t e r  where i n  t h e  wor ld  you a r e .  
The t r i c k  i s  
t o  b e  i n  t h e  
Right P l a c e  a t  the Right Tlme. 

I f  you l i k e  oceans  
Then go t o  t h e  s e a  
Find a  p e a c e f u l  , s p o t  
and s r t  and w a i t  and s e e  
I f  your  karmic awareness 
Can be  r e a l i z e d  p e a c e f u l l y  

~f you l i k e  mountains  
Hasten t o  them my f r i e n d  
Wax your  s k i s  and b u i l d  a  f i r e  
~ e s p e c t i n g  n a t u r e ' s  beau ty  
Is t h e  o n l y  way t o  b e .  

I f  you l i k e  t h e  p l a i n s  
They can  b e  t o o  f a r  away 
S t o r e  food f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  
The wind w i l l  b e  c o l d  
Remember you are where a t  and 
The t i m e  is Now! 

Greg 

PEOPLE ON WELFARE 

I have f a c i l i t a t e d  t h i s  Tuesday 
a f t e r n o o n  group s i n c e  November. 

It h a s  produced a w e l f a r e  v i d e o  
w i t h  Right Advocacy P r o j e c t  ; i t  h a s  
used p e e r  suppor t  f o r  peop le  on 
w e l f a r e  i n  Carnegie .  It fought  
a g a i n s t  mothers b e i n g  made employ- 
a b l e  and l o s i n g  $50 a  month and g o t  
many more people  r i g h t f u i i y  r e i n -  
s t a t e d  a s  unemployable. I n  August ,  
P.O.W. members were invo lved  i n  
o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  meet ing t o  
inform community r e s i d e n t s  of t h e i r  

LAW STUDENTS "E GAL ADVI CE PROGRAM 

T h i s  program's  Legal  C l i n i c s  w i l l  
be  h e l d  e v e r y  2nd Tuesday even ing ,  
from 7-8:30 pm, i n  Carneg ie ,  on 
Sep t .19 ,  Oct .  3 ,  Oct .  1 7 ,  Oct.31 & 
Nov.14. The d a t e s  f o r  January  t o  
March w i l l  be  announced l a t e r .  

The program o f f e r s  f r e e  l e g a l  ad- 
v i c e  t o  t h o s e  who cannot  a f f o r d  a  
lawyer .  I s s u e s  covered i n c l u d e  un- 
c o n t e s t e d  d i v o r c e ,  w i l l s ,  small 
c la ims  and l a n d l o r d / t e n a n t  d i s p u t e s .  
I f  we a r e  u n a b l e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  a  par-  
t i c u l a r  problem, we w i l l  make r e f e r -  
a ls  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g a l  o r  
s o c i a i  s e r v i c e .  I f  you have any 
k i n d  of a l e g a l  problem o r  q u e s t i o n s  
o f  a l e g a l  n a t u r e ,  p l t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  drop by ar 
o u r  b e s t  t o  b e  of ass] 



Editor, 
The Hon. Bill Reid was just 

forced to resign because he was 
alleged to have given contracts to 
one pelson without a public 
tender. That is exactly what Van- 
couver City Council did when it 
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LC Properties Ltd. 
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) says that the sole 
:ompany is to keep 
s possible and with- 
y. But the Offering 
m (the company 
3t describes the deal 
:investors) makes it 
:ar that VLC has no 
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unless the Company bears the 
cost of the rent resulting from 
higher interest rates or the City 
of Vancouver agrees to amend 
the terms of the leasel' (p. 20) 

This means that if rents are td 
be kept low, the city's rent and 
the investor's return will have to 
be further reduced. That is a sub- 
sidy. Moreover, the City will not 
get paid for maw vears. That too 
is a subsidy. 

That is not all. VLC has the 
enormous advantage of tying up 
lands for an inordinate amount 
of time without having to pay a 
nickel in option money. To con- 
trol any land at no option cost 
for 24 months is an amazing ad- 
vantage to VLC as a developer. 
This advantage must be regard- 
ed as yet another subsidy. 

Finally, the mayor says that 
Council said to the development 
community in June, and again in 
August that it should meet the 
terms of this deal. Like hell it 
did! The lands were in fact never 
offered to anyone else, no stan- 
dards were ever set, and the state- 
ment is simply not true. 

Jonathan Baker 
Alderman 

WLC deal 
rot f en7' 

Editor, 
In reply to Mayor Campbell's 

ierrrr r?garC!r?g Vnnc=n:.c; 
Land Corporation, the tone of 
his letter is insulting and mis- 
leading. It is not "misunder- 
standing" that causes us and 
Alderman Jonathan Baker to 
oppose the mayor's "sweatheart 
deal" with Jack Poole. Rather, it 
is aclear understanding that this 
deal is rotten from beginning to 
end. 

The VLC gives Mr. Poole and 
his company options on $48 mil- 
lion worth of city land for 80 
years without a penny down. The 
lost interest alone is a consid- 
erable subsidy. Past city land. 
leases have been paid up front- 
earning interest from day one. 

There has not been an inde- ' 
pendent evaluation by our city - - 

, 

stltt, nor by any outside body. 
Council does not &en have a 
written legal opinion from our 
lrfw department as to whether the 
VLC deal involving the city is 
legal and above-board. This is 
important because a written opi- 
nion from a leading municipal 
lawyer throws into question 
whether the city can legally be 
part of this venture. 

We are told that VLC will pro- 
vide affordable housing, espec- 
ially for evicted Kerrisdale resi- 
dents. An examination of the 
rent structure (generally $1.20 per 
square foot) makes it clear that 
the units will be beyond the fi- 
nancial reach of Vancouverites 
who are experiencing high rents, 
demolition and eviction. In ad- 
dition, most of the city land 
handed to Mr. Poole is on the 
east side (none is in Krrricrlnlrb 
thereby providing no help to 
longtime Kerrisdale residents 
who want to remain in their own 
neighbourhood. 

Financially, this is a special 
deal for Mr. Poole and his com- 
pany. The deal was "cooked up" 
in the back room, behind closed 
doors, by Mr. Pool and Mayor 
Campbell. It was not offered t o  
any member of the development 
community, nor was it offered to 
any of the non-profit housing 
groups who have a great deal of 
experience in developing affor- 
dable family housing. The dwel- 
opment community and the pub- 
iir7 iike Ct3.E. nn!y !ezrfie$ nf 
it when Mayor Campbell held his 
press conference. 

This scheme to build so-called 
affordable rental units is a huge 
land grab, in which one private dh 

We belie& it is wrong, uneth- 
ical and a bad deal financially, 
and will not provide affordable 
housing. 

Libby Davies, Alderman I 
Bruce Ericksen, Alderman ' 8 , 

n d  



Gorzon Campbell, Mayor, was so 
sure he could make a public defense 
of thie VTL stuff that he agreed to 
debate the issue with Johnathan Baker. 
DERA'S monthly General Membership 

meeting, held at Carnegie, was to be 
the place. The Mayor then cancelled 
his appearance, saying that his des- 
ignate would come instead. 
Then this designate, George Puil 

(Chairperson of the City's Finance 
Committee), called the day before 
and cancelled. The public reason is 
"too busy1' but if four Aldermen 
question the legality of this scam... 
Seems that the ethics of the situa- 

tion point to the sleaziness of it. 
Campbell gave a friend of his about 
$2 million of public money and left 
all other developers out in the cold. 
Campbell had to ask himself if 1) 

it's legal; 2) who will win and who 
will lose?; and 3) can I live with 
myself afterwards?" Number one is 
minor to rich people like Campbell, 
who just hire reams of lawyers and 
tie the whole thing up for years. 
Number two is worse than minor; the 
person he 'helped' is his friend. 
Number Three is an idiotic question 
for Campbell and others of his ilk 
to ask themselves. It's crucial to 
have a conscience in order to give 
any kind of answer. I doubt if 
Campbell has heard or listened to 
his conscience for years. That's 
the problem . i ,  too many people in 
high places who are stone cold dead. 

>By PAULR TA YLOR 



Doing T i m e  is  an a r t  show about 15 

women i n  p r i son  t h a t  w i l l  be show- 
ing  i n  t h e  e a s t s i d e  from October 14 

t o  November 4th.  The 25 l i f e s i z e  
f i g u r e s  a r e  by Persimmon Blackridge.  
The persona l  s t o r i e s  of l i f e  i n  p r i -  
son and on t h e  s t r e e t  a r e  w r i t t e n  on 
the  wa l l s  around t h e  f i g u r e s  by 
Michelle Kanashiro-Christensen, G e r i  
Ferguson, Lyn MacDonald and Bea 
Walkus. The s c u l p t u r e  is  b e a u t i f u l  
and t h e  words a r e  s t r o n g  - t e l l i n g  
it l i k e  i t  i s  by people who've been 
there .  
"How d i d  I go s t r a i g h t ?  I had a 

t r i c k  who almost k i l l e d  me.  I 
was s tabbed r e a l  deep and long.  
I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  h e a l i n g  
up, and I thought god, I c a n ' t  
do t h i s .  I s a i d  t o  my doc to r  ' I 
don ' t  want t o  be on t h e  metha- 
done program anymore.' H e  t o l d  
me t h a t  I would be on methadone 
f o r  t h e  rest of my l i f e .  H e  made 
m e  s o  angry I had t o  do i t  j u s t  
t o  prove t h a t  son of a b i t c h  
wrong. " 
- Michel le  ~ a n a s h i r o - c h r i s t e n s e n  

Doing Time i s  a b i g  p r o j e c t  i n  s i z e  
and impact. It w i l l  f i l l  both t h e  
Carnegie and P i t t  g a l l e r i e s  and 
p i eces  from it  w i l l  be  i n  v a r i o u s  
r n m m i l n v i t ; ~  grcnps e+ +he e lmc  tix:. 
Here's where you can s e e  a l l  t h e  
p a r t s  of i t :  

CARNEGIE CENTRE GALLERY 
401'Main S t .  - 3rd  f l o o r  
10 am - midnight d a i l y .  

PITT GALLERY 
36 Powell S t . ,  
Noon - 5 pm Tues.-Sun. 

DOWNTOW EASTSIDE WOMEN'S CENTRE 
44 E. Cordova 
Mon-Fri 10-5; Tues. 11:30-5 

Legal Serv ices  
191 Alexander S t .  @ Main 
Mon-Fri 9-3:30; Wed 12:30-3:30 



C l a s s i c a l  J o i n t  

"V-.'&"b-U ' '." -"'-" .. 
End of an E r a  
Reminiscent of d i s a p p e a r i n g  rooms 
Downtown E a s t s i d e  
Rock of S h e l t e r  
"To Hamlin" I h e a r d  my v o i c e  
s a i l i n g  over  t h e  crowd 
music i n  t h e  house  l a s t  n i g h t  
Poem S t a g e  a t  t h e  P i e d  Pumpkin 
Glasgow Inn  - a c l a s s i c a l  j o i n t  
i n s i d e  t h e  g a t e s  of Eden 
t h e r e  were : 

Miss Robert  P a r a d i n e  
S t e v e  Rose 
Kevin Dooley 
Jenny Ole & Cassandra  
Joanne Hamen 
J o  Mosk 
Ambroise 
Brad Samish 

T i p i  Ago Go 
FEATURE Walt L i b e r t y  
Barb Jackson & E a r l e  Peach 
TORA 
B e t a  
S t e v e  
J 0 

Bob T i a  
Wally 
Ricky D 
Michael 
Danie l  Wilson 
Bruce Sour  
T.1--..,-.I.+ -*l.nP.l -..,.LC.- 
n L a u g A k c  WUGLA u y v ~ ~ ~ u  

C a n d l e l i g h t  shadows hushed (Pied)  
P i p e  Down t h e y  're p r a c t i s f n g  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  ( F a i t h )  

Well  I ' l l  b e  gone smashin'  windows 
T h i s  i s  P a u l  George ( f o r )  - 
"A 5 minute  Poem" g r i n s  P e t e r  G r r r I m m  
I z z a t  Shoebox Dean 
and J o ,  "This is  a good one" 
"This room j u s t  makes m e  want t o  do t h i s  songt'  
"and I ' m  gonna d e d i c a t e  i t  t o  a l l  my f r i endzzk!"  

Taum DanY CREAG 



1 1 1  

frc 
I 

abc 
Sig 
or 

S 

Prc 
the 
A1 l 
ton 
c ax 

The first shipment of produce is in 
from the CEEDS farms in the ~ariboo* 
and it has made for some very tasty 
esting in Carnegie. 
We've had cucumber and sour cfeam 

soup; stir-fried vegetables; lots of 
good salad and sandwich makings; 
vegetarian chili; squash soup; and 
mashed potatoes. 

There's more to come, too, including 
farm-fresh pork, chicken, lamb & beef. 
All the vegetables and meats from 

CEEDS are organically grown - no 
pesticides or other chemicals. And 
the animals live the natural way, not 
penned up in a factory farm. 

Carnegie receives this bounty be- ' cause the Carnegie Community Centre 
Association is a sustaining member of 
CEEDS . 

A CEEDS stands for Community Enhance- 
ment and Economic Development Society. 

I It's a network of four organic farms 
I and two large gardens in the 100 Mile 

House and Williams Lake areas where 
everything is done communally. DEEDS 
is a non-profit society, and not con- 
nected to any religious or political 
group. 
Several Carnegie people have visi- 

ted +he f s r m s  2-6 h a x  stagcc t h ~ ~ e  
for periods of up to three months. 
The farms are open for visitors, or 
for permanent members. There's no 
criteria, just a willingness to pitch 
'- with farm chores and to benefit 

Im the healthy, outdoor life. 
f you want to find out more 
~ut the farms, just contact Muggs 
,urgeirson at Carnegie at 665-2220 
leave a message at the front desk. 

;peaking of farm-fresh veggies, the 
~duce just keeps pouring in from 
I Strathcona Community Gardens. 
those delicious little yellow 

latoes for carnegie salads, the 

there's Eric Ericksen's magnificent 
yellow squash. Have a peek at it in 
the kitchen office. It makes a basket- 
ball look anemic. The squash is going 
to become a Jack-o-lantern at the 
Volunteer's hoedown in October and 
then return to the kitchen to be mads 
into something scrumptious. 
Carnegie has its own plot in the 

Gardens. If you figure you've got a 
green thumb, or want to get one, why 
not check with Atiba in the Volunteer 
Office. There's a spot for you. 

DINAH: From CEEDS to Carnegie. 
'rots, cukes and cabbages. And then 



PHASE I N  A M I R R O R  

Define what tomorrow means ; 
Another round of vagabond s 
A slow walk t h r u  Chinatown, 
To St ra thcona ' s  hallowed ground. 
Rake t h e  e a r t h ,  p u l l  t h e  weeds, 
Preempt t ime,  f i l l  some needs. 

A t  What P r i c e  Love 

A t  what p r i c e  Love? 
To squirm and s u f f e r  i n  t h e  dead of n igh t ;  
To w h i s t l e  and scream l i k e  a babe i n  a r m s ;  
To wish and wish upon a star, 
To love  one love  - 
One love  f o r  you only,  no one e l s e ?  
Suffer ing  t h e  damned a lone  i n  bed 
Needing, aching f o r  one hold, one k i s s  - 
Forever wounded t o  t h e  quick - 
Hanging on a thread;  t o  f a l l ,  t h e  dread? 
Only i n  t he  end t o  be a lone  aga in  - 
To say: Wasn't t h i s  where I began? 
Should I love  aga in ,  and p lay  t h e  f o o l  
To many a f o o l i s h  prank, perchance? 
I wonder - at  what p r i c e  Love ... 

Car l  Erdmann 

Happy the  way I am 

Give me but  a c r u s t  of bread 
And noth ing  more than a bed 
For I a m  happy t h e  way I am , 
So t h e r e ' s  no need t o  push your scam 
You t r y  t o  t e l l  me t h a t  l i f e ' s  no t  f i n e  
That t h ings  g e t  b e t t e r ;  don ' t  sel l  m e  t h a t  l i n e  
You want t o  s e l l  me on g e t t i n g  a job 
and y e t  you say t h a t  I ' m  a s l o b  
You s e e  my Friend I was a gundy dancer 
T i1  I got  o l d  & was found t o  have cancer  
I had a home and a family a s  w e l l  
My wife  and k i d s  l e f t  me, how swe l l  
They say  i t  was because I drank 
That w a s  t h e  s t a r t  of why I sank 
I t r i e d  t o  keep my l i f e  i n  balance 

MEDITATION 

0 meet i t  i s  and sweet i t  i s  
To cuddle and t o  k i s s  
Though t h e  l a w s  of our  s o c i e t y  
Crown loving  with d i s t r e s s .  

0 meet i t  i s  and sweet i t  i s  
For youth and maid t o  wed 
Though t h e  l a w s  of our  s o c i e t y  
For joys b r ing  g r i e f s  i n s t ead .  

0 meet i t  is  and sweet it i s  
To g ive  b i r t h  t o  g i r l s  and boys 
Though t h e  l a w s  of our  s o c i e t y  
Rob familiec: nf their - J ~ E .  

0 meet it is and s w e e t  i t  is 
For youth t o  have i t s  dreams 
Though t h e  laws of our  s o c i e t y  
Damn hopes, gut  youth, smash dreams. 

0 sweet i t  is, 0 sweet i t  is  
To s e e  wi th  open eyes 
That t h e  laws of our  s o c i e t y  
Not long can tyrannize .  

0 sweet i t  i s  t o  j o i n  t h e  f i g h t  
To s e t  our  people f r e e  
From the  laws of our  s o c i e t y  
From t h e  bonds of property.  

(1940s) Bea Ferneyhaugh 



Letter to the Editor 
Pacific Press Limited 

9 August 1.989 
(unprinted (of course)) 

It is an outrage that Nicole Parton's column (Socred Welfare Proposal a 
Sensitive Step for B.C. - Tuesday, 6 Aug.) should be allowed to denigrate 
49,000i B.C. citizens. 
Classifying them as 'layabouts-who 'would rather line the beaches' 'who 

cheat the system' and have the time to find it 'productive putting the touch 
on strangers for spare change', Ms. Parton lashes out in a particularly ven- 
omous and irresponsible manner. 
Forgotten, somewhere in this distorted message, are facts which mirror 

other realities. 
If we are to subscribe to the narrow vision presented, then there are only 

two groups that count. One that has pride, self-respect and humanity, and 
one that doesn't. One that is ablely employed and one that is ablely unem- 
ployed-on-welfare. The world divided into two, black and white, good and 
bad. The bureaucracy of the Ministry of Social Services and Housing would 
love this formula and should send Ms. Parton a dozen long-stemmed roses for 
her help in cutting down the (MSSH) paperwork. 
However, is there not a clause within our Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

which makes it illegal to discrininate against someone solely on the basis 
of their socio-economic status? 
Consider this, Ms. parton, that SURVIVING on welfare is not the life of 

the idle rich. Try juggling the rent ($250 and up, mthly), utilities, food, 
clothing, transportation, let alone the fact that everyone needs a couple 
of evenings with friends, whether that be at another's home, restaurant or 
bar, and we've witnessed an amazing human feat on $450 per month. 
The present B.C. welfare rates are approximately 50% below the poverty 

level. I'm sure that this 'measure of your humanity' donated through 'your' 
working taxes is reason to gloat as you bring the children on Robson to taste 
the latest flavour of Italian ice-cream. 
If you c0r.e from the lowest income group in Canada, you can expect the 

following: * to live 
b . 3  tewer years if you are male 
2.8 fewer years if you are female 

;? to be disability-free 
14.3 fewer years if you are male 
7.6 fewer years if you are female 

* an infant mortality rate 
1.95 times higher for male infants 
1.86 times higher for female infants fi to live a 'quality-adjusted' (healthy) life 
10.3 fewer years if you are male 
5.1 fewer years if you are female 

;\ an accidents, poisoning and violence mortality rate 
1.88 times higher if you are male 
1.45 times higher if you are female 

THE UNEQUAL SOCIETY 



so, how's the ice-cream melting? 
There is pride, self-respect and humanity amongst the ablely unemployed on 

welfare. We do pay taxes on everything we buy. But, it is hard to achieve 
pride and self-respect when those jobs mentioned of gardening, cleaners and 
window-washers take it for granted that we've got 'small brains and strong 
backs', besides the lowest non-unionized salaries this side of the employ- 
ment market. Besides, you do need qualifications! Do you know the differ- 
er-ce between a Rhododendron and'an Azalia and their needs? Neither do I! 
Have you talked with someone (apart from MSSH officials) who has received 

those wonderful 'cash incentives towards babysitting, transportation and clo- 
thing costs'? Your so-called 'government carrots'? I've talked with many 
welfare recipients and they've not known people who have received these bene- 
fits. They have felt the 'government's stick' though. 
If you would like to feel the 'government's stick', may I suggest that you 

don your gardening clothes, (disguising yourself as a welfare applicant), 
make all the necessary calls and runarounds and then try to survive, with 
husband and family, on the B.C. welfare rates. I assure you that your stance 
and ideals will radically change. 
Or, check Page F8 of saturday's Sun (5 August) and look for the ad "Are You 

on Welfare?" under the Help Wanted ads. Within the ad, training is provided 
for those age 25-44. Within the 49,000 letters sent (MSSH - Fri. 4 aug.) are 
definitely 10,000 plus welfare recipients who are under 25 and over 44. What 
about them? Try to get a student loan when you're 50 and Manpower and Welfare 
refuse to pay for retraining. 
Let's prepare for the Labour Day '89 crisis. After this date approximately 

10,000 ablely employable welfare recipients, who cannot meet the new require- 
ments for a variety of reasons, will come to 'decorate' our fine B.C. streets. 
The missions, foodbanks and social service outlets will face an overload, shut- 
down situation ..unable to meet the demands on their services. And the people 
in need...what can they do - who can they turn to? Can a population already 
on inadequate diets and living in inadequate shelters be expected to just 
'line the beaches', waiting, hungry, exhausted and pacified while the govern- 
ment experiments on its citizens? I say NO! 

rI,.,.L--- - - - - - -  
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and throw it through the window of a bank and get their status changed, from 
ablely-unemployed-on-welfare to incarcerated person. They could now expect 
the government to pay $40,000 annually (approximately 8 times more than I now 
get on welfare in a year) for their shelter, food (3 meals daily) and clothing. 
Maybe, just maybe, the govt. would come to understand... but I doubt it. It's 
the same govt. which plans to spend billions on transit while making cutbacks 
in the social services (ever wonder how they're gonna finance the Skytrain 
extensions?); highly questionable land-deals with foreign citizen Li Ka-Shing; 
severance pay deals of $200,000 for fired ex-employees; and wholesale blind - 
destruction of the earth to mostly foreign-based profit-oriented forest com- 
panies. So I know what 1 see and what I can expect. Maybe I could get you 
to 'scoop' the story as I throw the first brick. Think of the added prestige 
you'll have on Robson street. 
I am on welfare. I am ablely unemployed. I have journalistic training. I 

would like to work. Would you be willing to put your money where your mouth 
is and get me a JOB INTERVIEW at the Pacific Press establishment? 



I know that you have no responsibility to my position ... and that this goVtls 
policy is not yours (although you do advocate it in your opinion piece). I am 
o ~ l y  making a personal extension to see if you'll go further than just the 
words which you so capably write - or maybe your realm is only to move words 
about.. . 
I have a subscription to the Vancouver Sun (don't mention it to MSSH - they 

wculd probably consider it a luxury - what with the entertainment section) and 
do make it a point to read Nicole Parton's column on a regular basis. I shall 
continue to read and hope that things will change for the better. 

Bv MATTHEW CROSS 

the job, a large part of your life 
energy will have to be farmed out to ize that all real power is personal 
someone's business.,. so, the richer 
you get, in actual money, the poorer 
in free time quality life experience 
you will become. 

A low level of income does not in- 
hibit intelligence, creativity or 
personal development. Lack of edu- 
cation can be an opportunity to dis- 
ccver reality. Valuable lifetimes, 
in which quiet, unassuming men & 
women have evolved themselves & con- 
tributed to the evolution of those 
around them are more often lived in 
lower than average economic circum- 
stances. This has nothing to do with 
,A,,,+; ,; ,;,, ll~.~.,,~+~~ll k..+ .-.--.-.- 
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about because the psychological con- 
ditions imposed by poorer living are 
sparer, tougher, more demanding - 
there's more basic reality to deal 
with, & more time to experience it 
fully. 
With no job, no alarm clock & less 

money, it's possible to find your 
"entertainment" inside, where open- 
ings into other, deeper states of 
awareness appear. 
People are usually afraid of these 

openings, because they hold the 
power to challenge their entire value 
system, & ultimately, to place them 
in doubt about basic conceptions of 

... it comes from within a person - 
this person is anyone & everyone. 
To live in such a way that you re- 
lease the power of deeper awareness 
within yourself creates the deepest 
treasure, the most abundant wealth 
any human being could hope to gather 
in one lifetime. ... So, stop crying 
about being "poor", & spend more time 
finding out what real wealth is about. - 
Openings into this experience can 

only be found in such things as sil- 
ence, timelessness, contemplation, 
solitude, humility, love, music, 
poetry. effortless conr~ntrptjnn~ 
spontaneous inspiration, natural be- 
ing ... When you're out in a silent 
empty world, just before sunrise, or 
upstairs staring at the moon from 
your open window...when vou're study- 
ing the geometry of junk in the back 
alley, when you have time to notice 
neon lightshows in the rain, or in- 
vestigate the strange condition of 
not being dead yet ... then you can 
look into ordinary things, instead - 
of through them or around them. 
You can see that the way you talk, 

think, eat, breathe, move 6 sleep 
are far more important than "career 
opportunities" ... because the way the 
world is 'out there' is a cambined 



result of 
inwardly, 
All our 

How each person is being, 
at each moment. 
talking, moving, eating, 

breathing, everyday existence is 
each person's piece of the puzzle ... 
the basic building block we contri- 
bute to the overall pattern of qocial 
interaction is only our personal way 
of being ... the simple actions of 
everyday life are waiting to be dis- 
covered. To develop & refine the 
ordinary requires free time with 
less money. To learn what you ex- 
perience becomes who you =, & 
vice versa. 
Most of the experience's offered 

by a pursuit of money are so super- 
ficial & deadening to the soul that, 
in the long run, the career oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime turns out to be 
a serious mistake. 
All the accumulated mistakes of 

many lifetimes make one big mistake; 
industrial war on the environment.. 
a war on personal freedom..a plot 
against life as she should be lived.. 
chemical warfare by prescription.. 
anything to keep.the mind in a place 
where it will be "useful" to society. 
The only responsible contribution 

an individual can make to a sick 
society is to get out of it & -- stay 
out of ~~...YOU don't have to raise 
goats and l i v e  url d deseri isiand 
to do this. All you have to do is 
continuously withdraw your mental & 
exotional energy from systems & put 
it into individual life experience 
on1 y . 
When enough people are doing this, 

the attitude of the human race will 
improve ... an improved attitude is 
the only thing that can save a doomed 
planet. 

But the odds are against anything 
like this ever happening ... why? 
Because large corporate systems en- 
slave the energy & demand the alle- 
giance of individuals.' 

Bill wants to educate you. Jimmy 
wants to give you a job. Grace wants 
to improve your image your image & 
even the communists can't wait to get 
their hot little hands on high tech. 
industrial progress. 
The boss is always up there with 

his smile & handshake, holding out a 
buck for anyone who can prove they'v? 
got "the right stuffU...but unless 
you can love poverty & see God in the 
garbage, you'll never learn to turn 
your back on career opportunities. q j i i p b  

& 

Sbout 75 local kids seemed to enjcy 
themselves at the annual Crab event. 
At one point on the 22nd of September 
there were over 50 kids and a large 
number of parents at Crab Park; the 
menu was simple with hot dogs, ice 
cream, potato salad and coffee. 
"Chee-Whiz" did clown entertaining 

with stilt walking and a performing 
dog. Giles Chin did masks molded to 
each kid's features and then the masks 
were painted. Diane Wood did the 
day's facepainting. 
Everyone in the park, regardless of 

age, was fed and each kid got a prize. 
C e c i l l ~  H e n r y  and R r i q n  Rch5nscz 

from Ray-Cam provided some recreation- 
al kids' games. 
This was C.R.A.B.'s 2nd festival of 

the summer - the 1st being "Honour the 
Earth" - and funding for children'9 
waterfront day was provided by Raycam 
($250), the City ($500 and the Port 
($250). We will request a full $500 
from the Port again next year. 
Thanks to Gabylys' Meats on the 

4C0 block Powell for their support. 
The local, low income kids get very 

little in the way of festivals and 
CRAB tries in a positive way to make 
up for some of that lack. 

Don Lnrson 



THE PHONE RINGS - SHOULD I OR SHOULDN'T I 

by Margaret  

When s h e  c a l l s  and s a y s  no  one l o v e s  me, 
I f e e l  sad  
But then  I say  t o  myse l f ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  booze 
t a l k i n g .  

Sometimes I j u s t  want t o  hang up,  b u t  t h e n  I 
t h i n k  of a l l  t h e  bad t h i n g s  t h a t  cou ld  happen. 
So I l i s t e n  t o  what s h e  h a s  t o  s a y .  

I ' m  s o r r y  f o r  c a l l i n g  you when I ' m  drunk,  
no one unders tands  what I ' m  going th rough .  
But y o u ' r e  always t h e r e  when I need t o  t a l k .  

On weekends I f e e l  l i k e  l e a v i n g  my machine on 
because  I d o n ' t  want t o  h e a r  t h i s  o v e r  and over .  
Then I t h i n k  what i f  i t ' s  an emergency. 

I f  on ly  he  knew what s h e  was l i k e  b e f o r e .  
I wish h e  never  e n t e r e d  h e r  l i f e ,  
But t h e n  I c a n ' t  blame it on him, 
Because s h e ' s  o l d  enough t o  say  no.  

What i s  it t h a t  I need t o  do t o  make 
h e r  s t o p  d r i n k i n g ?  How can I h e l p  h e r  
t o  s e e  h e r s e l f  and what s h e ' s  t u r n e d  
h e r s e l f  i n t o ?  

1 TRULY WANT MY SISTER BACK 

INVISIBLE 
I went t o  t h e  c o r n e r  
Whar d i d  I s e e ?  
Hurry,  h u r r y ,  h u r r y .  
H u s t l e ,  h u s t l e .  h u s t l e .  
I reached o u t ,  
No one saw me. 
I c r i e d  o u t ,  
No one heard  me. 
Where d i d  I go? 
Back t o  my room 
And, t h e  b o t t l e .  

Frank Nichols  

SEARCHING 

I know someone c a r e s  
Around t h e  n e x t  c o r n e r ?  
Down t h e  n e x t  a l l e y ?  
Over t h a t  h i l l ?  
Maybe t h e  n e x t  p rov ince  
I know someone c a r e s .  

Frank Nichols  

No one e v e r  r u i n e d  

Claudius  Ivan P l a n i d i n  

t h e i r  e y e s i g h t  by 

look ing  a t  t h e -  

- - b r i g h t  s i d e  

of l i f e .  

James Roadknight 
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NEED HELP ? 

DERA can help you with: 

any weifare probiems . m 

* UIC problems 
* getting legal assistance 
* unsafe living conditions 

in hotels or apartments 
* disputes with landlords 
* income tax 

DERA is located at 9 East Hastings 
or phone 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING T H E  DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 
FOR 15 YEARS 



T am a chameleon - -~ 

I t r y  t o  blend i n t o  col 
MY blood i s  red 
It b leeds  l i k e  a  sunset 
Sc I w r i t e  
I am a poe tess  
I t r y  t o  blend i n t o  words 
My thoughts a r e  tired 

I 
Of experiences of sunse t s  
I am the  cen te r  of a  un iverse  
O r  so you s a i d  
OrLce upon a  time 
I t r y  t o  blend i n t o  s t a r s  
My energy is  hea t  
Sct I burn 

! I am El izabe th  F 
: : 

( I t r y  t o  blend i n t o  myself ,% 
Mq b r a i n  i s  e l e c t r i c  
Sc I t h i n k  

El izabe th  Thorpe 
??. . I , . 

LIFE 

Dropping, f a l l i n g  
I f e e l  it  c a l l i n g ;  
I t ' s  come a t  l a s t .  
I cannot drop t h i s  one, 
I t ' s  made of g l a s s .  

Searching,  looking,  
I f e e l  i t  hooking, 
R i ~ t  t h e r e ' s  no t r a c e .  
I cannot f i n d  t h i s  one, 
I t ' s  made of space.  

Finding,  keeping, 
The curse  is s l eep ing ;  
The c h i l d  has  grown, 
He cannot f i n d  me, 
I ' m  made of s tone .  

And t h e  s t o n e  
Breaks t h e  g l a s s ,  
And the ,  space 
Comes t o  s e e  
I t ' s  made of me. 

Garry Gust 

Waiting f o r  t h e  l i g h t  t o  change 
b u t  do you t h i n k  i t  hones t ly  bloody does. 
No - not  i f  you b l i n k  your eyes 
so  I was th ink ing ,  t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p  
i s  a  red l i g h t  a l l  t h e  way - b u t  
I ' v e  heard t h e  o l d e r  f o l k s  s ay ,  
'Get ready f o r  t h e  green and go!' 
bu t  t h e  green is few and f a r  between. 
So how many of us  have s l e p t  through i t ?  
How many t imes have I s l e p t  through i t ?  
But what t h e  h e l l ,  what 's  t h e  hur ry  anyway - 
A wheat f i e l d  t akes  t ime t o  grow, 
and a  c h i l d  takes. t ime t o  l e a r n  - 
and an a d u l t  t akes  t ime t o  mature. 
So what 's  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  where we're  at-- 
Have you heard it - t h e  anc i en t  c l i c h e  
"I know where you ' r e  a t  ! 'I 
S h i t ,  who r e a l l y  g ives  a  damn.. . 
J u s t  go do i t !  
Maybe t h e  green l i g h t  is  t h e  
'no t  worrying too  much' p a r t . .  
People w i l l  t h ink  what they  t h i n k  anyway 
People w i l l  s ay  what they  w i l l  say  anyway 
... have you ever  wondered? 
i f  a  t r e e  worr ies  about what another  
t r e e  t h inks  about i t  
does a  robin  ever  worry about what another  
robin th inks  about i t  
I n  na tu re  I doubt i f  any of t h e  'but  what 
does t h e  o t h e r  t h ink '  syndrome even e x i s t s .  
So what 's  s topping us from being 
a  whole l o t  b e t t e r  t o  each o t h e r . . .  
I wonder! 

Dave McConnell 



S p i r i t  As Sa l t ed  

1 as sea  snemones, 
t e n t a c l e s  ou t s t r e t ched  
conciously w i l l i n g  openness 
always un re t r ac t ing  
i n .  exc ruc i a t ing ly  e x q u i s i t e  s 
washing through 
overwhelming f e a r  with love ;  

l i k e  sea  eag le s ,  

po in ted ly  h u r t l i n g  c u t t e r s  
sharp-hooked beaks ca tch ing  
edged space between su r f aces  
of t r u t h  splashed dreams. 

Ken Lyot ie r  

Rainfores t  t akes  my body 
Now I am dead 
Now I f l o a t  i n  t h e  f e a t h e r s  of Raven 
Over t h e  i n l e t ,  through t h e  longhouse 
Through a smoke of f a c e s  a t  t h e  f a r  end 

I e n t e r  your 'dream of 20th century  spac 
Now I hang around t h e  parking l o t  
Send down mvsti c soi inds 
Against t h e  supermarket fence  

Here I s e e  t h e  p i g ' s  head 
Captured by t h e  crowd 
Here I dance 
On t h e  ashes  of h i s  desk top  
Transformed i n  f i r e  
Here I t ake  him by t h e  h a i r  
Hold him underwater 
See him come up 
Face t o  f a c e  
With e a r t h  bea r s  
& e l e c t r i c  eag le s  
Assembled even now 
Ins ide  t h e  mountain 

T O W  



he re  i n  p r i son  I ' m  t ak ing  th ings  w e l l  
a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h i s  l i f e  i n  a c e l l ,  
my moods go through changes moment by moment 
I ' m  f e e l i n g  f i n e  a t  t h i s  very  moment 
And y e t  I ' m  here  f o r  cr imes n o t  committed 
I was found g u i l t y  & t h a t  they admit ted 
I produced a  wi tness  who stood by my s i d e  
I t o l d  them t h e  t r u t h  I had nothing t o  h ide  
You s e e  my f r i e n d  my f a t h e r  passed over 
I ' d  taken a few p i l l s ,  t r i e d  d r ink ing  myself sober 
When I admit ted t o  cr imes I d i d n ' t  do 
I was be l ieved  by t h e  men i n  b lue  
And now I am f i g h t i n g  t o  r ega in  my l i f e  
t o  g e t  ou t  of t h i s  p r i s o n  & away from t h i s  s t r i f e  
I was denied b a i l ,  I ' m  pending appeal  
Waiting on t h e s e  t r a n s c r i p t s  i s  q u i t e  an o rdea l  
My lawyer seems t o  be t ak ing  h i s  t i m e  
but I ' m  s t i l l  i n  p r i s o n  wi th  these  o t h e r  s l ime 
Murderers and r a p i s t s  a r e  a l l  around me 
Sometimes I f e e l  'can t h i s  t r u e l y  be? '  
I ' v e  been here  s i n c e  A p r i l  doesn ' t  anyone c a r e  
t he  guys i n  he re  a r e  g iv ing  me a s c a r e  
Can anyone do anything t o  he lp  me out  
t o  s e t  me f r e e  from t h i s  t e r r i b l e  bout? 

Charles  

BEYOND T H E  BLUE GATES 

Beyond t h e  Blue Gates a wishing w e l l  
Subconciously dwells  i n  t h e  flow 
Of sweet dream h e a r t b e a t s  from t h e  s t a r s  
're 7zz~hers tee sac t= kpL=-: 

That dea th  r e l i e v e s  t h e  burden of Se l f  
And r e u n i t e s  t h e  Soul  
With end le s s  Cosmic energy 
Replenishing t h e  Whole. 

Beyond t h e  Blue Gates a  p l ace  of mind 
E x i s t s  i n  a  p e r f e c t  s t a t e  
Of u n i f i e d  o r d e r ,  r u l i n g  a l l ,  
And r e c r e a t i n g  our  f a t e .  
Expecting t h e  coming t o l l  of b e l l s ,  
A Master w i t h i n  us  w a i t s  
To wake i t s  s e r v a n t ' s  s p i r i t u a l  l u l l  
And go back t h r u  t h e  Blue Gates. 

Garry Gust 



A t  a recent  f inance  meeting, t h e  
Association learned t h a t  we were i n  
the  enviable  pos i t ion  of having a 
$10,000 surplus .  Provincia l  regu- 
l a t i o n s  on Bingo s t a t e  t h a t  any non- 
o r i f u t  organisa t ion  having income 
from a Bingo must spend t h a t  money 
i n  f u l l  every year .  

A l l  of the  projec t ions  f o r  spend- 
ing  hadn't  happened, so  the  opposi te  
of 'where do we ge t  the  money' was 
the  case. F i r s t ,  guidel ines  f o r  
how t o  spend t h i s  were set up: 

- th ings  t h a t  serve  the  most people 
- cover a s  many a reas  of Carnegie 
Every p a r t  of our Centre and t h e  

s t a f f  people i n  charge w e r e  asked 
t o  put  on colPectfve thinking caps 
and the  ideas  were r e a l l y  t h e  product 
of hard decisions.  Area by area :  
A. LIBRARY (Linda) 

1) Display rack f o r  audio t apes  701 
2) E l e c t r i c  typewriter  - 200 

Tota l  901 
B. EQUIPMENT (Donalda) 

1)  BBB 400-500 
2) Double Sink (portable)  125 
3) S l ide  Projec tor  300 
4 )  5 Chess Games 2 50 
5 )  Carpet Bowling Equip. up t o  2000 
6) Sewing Machine 500 

To ta l  3675 
EQUIPMENT (Brpce) 

7) Ping Pong Table 640 
8) Shuffleboard 239 
9) Canvas Punching Bag 100 

10) Boxing Gloves Bag - 2 0 
To ta l  999 

C. PROGRAMMING (Alicia)  
1) 20 blank video c a s s e t t e s  200 
2) Hides f o r  c u l t u r a l  shar ing  500 
3) Kiln r e p a i r  & display  case 200 
4) Instamatic camera & f i l m  200 
5) Information Rack 408 

Tota l  1208 

D. MUSIC PROGRAM (Earle) 
1)  Drum K i t  500 
2) Accoustic g u i t a r  with, pickup 200 
3) I n s e r t a b l e  pick-up 7 5 
4) Electric gui ta r  200 
5) 2 new boom s tands  100 
6) new g u i t a r  amp 250 

Tota l  1325 
D. LEARNING CENTRE 

1) Computer Mouse 200 
2) Books 350 
3) Pe r iod ica l s  150 
4) Bus Passes 150 
5) Film & Processing -- 150 

Tota l  1000 
E. KITCHEN (Catriona) 

1) Porcelain cups 20b 

EXTRAS 
1) Floor Hockey s t i c k s  120 

The t o t a l  t o  be spent  fol lowing , 
t h i s  plan is $9420. .Well  done! 

DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES SOCIETY 

D.E.Y.A.S. 

Free Doctors on s i te  
223 Main S t .  

Wed. evening: 5 t o  8:30 
D r .  AL VENNEMA 

Thurs. evening: 5 t o  8:30 
D r .  COLIN HORRICKS 

Drop i n  o r  c a l l  f o r  an appointment -- 
685 4488 

STD Nurses a r e  on s i t e  
through the  weekdays. ...................... 

(Confident Pal) 



THE I N G  

We're t h e  champions o f  l o v i n g  
The a r c h  f o e s  of a l l  h a t e ;  

We a r e  s t a u n c h l y  f o r  removing 
A l l  t h a t  s a y s  s t a n d  s t i l l  and w a i t .  

I n  t h e  s t r i v i n g ,  and t h e  w i l l i n g  
I n  t h e  heav ing  t o  b e  f r e e ,  

We a r e  showing how o u r  b e i n g  
Guarantees  o u r  l i b e r t y !  

For i n  s t r u g g l i n g  w e ' r e  a s s e r t i n g  
That t h e  e s s e n c e  of o u r  l i f e  

Is  t h e  knowing we a r e  coming 
To t h e  end of f o r c e  and s t r i f e  

A s  t h e  crowning way of winning 
The e s s e n t i a l  t h i n g s  of l i f e  -- 

Tie working o u t  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
Between t h e  husband and t h e  w i f e ;  

For t h e  husband and t h e  w i f e ,  
My d e a r s ,  i s  t h e  h e a r t  of e v e r y t h i n g :  

I t ' s  t h e  t o  and f r o  of ocean t i d e s  
And t h e  seed-ground p l a n t s  t h a t  s p r i n g  

I n t o  l i v i n g  p a r e n t  f l o w e r s  
That supp ly  t h e  p o l l e n e d  p i s t i l s  - 

Bear ing  seed  f o r  v i r g i n  f l o w e r s  
And t h e  new l i f e  t h i s  i n s t i l s :  

11:'s e q u a l i t y  of o p p o s i t e s  
That  makes t h e  w h i r l i n g  wor ld  go round: 

T 4 - 1 5  . L L I c  --- ~ e a s u l i i u g  vui of  probiems, 
I t ' s  t h e  h e i g h t s ,  i t ' s  w h a t ' s  profound.  

Take away t h e  l i v i n g  "ing" , my d e a r s ,  
And t h e  u n i v e r s e  f a l l s  dead;  

N e i t h e r  male n o r  female  m a t t e r s ,  
N e i t h e r  "no" n o r  "yes" can s p r e a d :  

OrJy h a t e  remains - t h a t  f r e e z e s ;  
Only f e a r  remains  - t h a t  c h i l l s ;  

0nl.y c o r p s e s  l i e  about  u s  
Such a  was te land  ( 0 ) nought f u l f i l l s .  

( IT 'S  NOT EVEN A HOLE-IN-THE-GROUND) 
- BUT I N  THE OZONE 

B .  EF. 

Death comes 
on s o f t  c a t  f e e t  
s i l e n t  as 

the setting zzz. 
She c r e e p s  up q u i e t l y  

i n  mid- laughter  
o r  m i d - l i f e  ... 

t a p s  you on t h e  s h o u l d e r '  
g e n t l y  
g e n t l e y  
g e n t l e  as t h e  hum 
of  a  s o n g b i r d ' s  hum 

i n  mid-f l i g h t  
s h e  touches  you 

l o v i n g l y  
and s a y s  

i t  is  t ime now - 
come .... 
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DEAF MUTE? 

("What a p i t y  - t h a t  couple can never  
speak t o  each o t h e r  about t h e i r  love.' '  

!Woman t a l k i n g  about a handicapped couple!) 

This  dance of f i n g e r s  
sheds v e i l s  of a i r ,  r e v e a l s  , 
t e n  t imes over  
t h e  nakedness of my d e s i r e .  
My palms doubly c e l e b r a t e  you, 
i n s c r i b e  my love  
upon t h e  space  between u s ,  enc lose  
t ende rness ,  shapes it 
l i k e  a f lower.  
And though t h e  world about us  r o a r s ,  
t h i s  s i l e n c e  
is  our  own p r i v a t e  universe  

wherein I sow a promise : #  k i s s e s  
f a l l i n g  l i k e  s t a r s  
towards your mouth; each f i n g e r t i p  
a whi te  flame 
f orep lay ing  heaven, i g n i t i n g  u s  
towards t h a t  wordless ceremony 
where you and I 
w i l l  b l aze  i n  pas-de-deux, 
and where a l l  language fades  
i n t o  t h a t  profounder s i l e n c e  
t h a t  w i l l  be  our  bod ie s ,  s ing ing .  

J a n c i s  M. Andrews 

- ..- 
r e l i l  

0 f 
who I 

me BI 
skepr 
comp: 
i n f l l  

gion: 
very 
kind 
n e v e ~  
while 
It cc 
prob: 
withc 
t r i e c  
succt 

I f  
skepl 
you i 

f a i t l  
your 

For t h e  s c i e n t i s t ,  skept ic i sm is  
a must, bu t  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o n i s t  
skept ic i sm i s  a no-no...looks l i k e  
T have t o  fo l low sc i ence  and r e j e c t  

zion. 
course I adored my Grandmother 

gas a devoted Buddhist, b u t  t o  
~ddh i sm , too  i s  a s u b j e c t  I ' m  
t i c a l  about .  My grandmother was 
Letely i l l i t e r a t e  and n a t u r a l l y  
ipnrpd by bnrb grind & bed re-i- . ...- 

ists. For tuna te ly  she  had a 
good in f luence  on me; she  was 
, generous and p a t i e n t  and I 
r saw h e r  angry a t  any time 
2 I was be ing  nur tured  by he r .  
m l d ' v e  been he r  na tu re . . . she  
~ b l y  would've been t h e  same 
~ u t  r e l i g i o n .  A l l  my l i f e  I 've 
1 t o  be l i k e  h e r . . I  must 've 
2eded i n  some ways. 
you fo l low sc ience  you a r e  

t i c a l  about every th ing  b u t  i f  
I r e  a r e l i g i o n i s t  you must have 
I without  doubt (any doubt about 

I t 's  n a t u r a l  t o  become doubt fu l  about 
t he  r e l i g i o n i s t ' s  t eachings  i f  you 
fol low sc i ence  - t h i s  i s  very  bad 
from t h e  r e l i g i o n i s t ' s  p o i n t  of view. 
Even s c i e n t i s t s  make wrong t h e o r i e s  
from wrong conclus ions  of wrong infor -  
mation. 

A good example i s  t h e  theory  of t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of our  un ive r se  ... b i g  bang, 
What was i t  l i k e  be fo re  t h e  b i g  bang? 
T i - -  cL,,, ,.",',,*d,'"l rrtLnr 
W c l D  LIIGLC. ,zLLI, ,ULUIUI CLI'L.. , vith 
one pr imordia l  atom t o  make t h e  b i g  
bang? We do l i k e  t o  s imp l i fy  th ings  
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y . . i t ' s  e a s i e r  t o  take.,, 
Science accep t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of . 
a universe  wi th  an i n t r i n s i c  na ture '  
of complicat ions and chaos, a naturi? 
t h a t  i s  always i l l o g i c a l ,  a n a t u r e  
wi th  no beginning and no ending. 

As humans we have t o  b r i n g  every- 
t h ing  t o  human-size, i f  p o s s i b l e  t o  
j u s t  two dimensions. Science a l lows  
me t o  s e e  t h e  universe  i n  3 o r  4 o r  5 
dimensions, without  f e a r  of l o s i n g '  
my placemark i n  time. I l i k e  t h a t ;  

r e l i g i o n  and you' r e  u n f a i t h f u l )  . i t ' s  s imp le r -  
Archie Miashi ta  



WHY IS I T ?  

Because you come 
With naked conscious f a c e  
To t h e  wor ld ' s  mad s u n r i s e  

'Co t h e  co ld  clawed f e e t  
Of f u r i o u s  gods 

To t h e  pyramid, t h e  c i r c l e ,  
The s u n d i a l  

Creeping o u t  on i n s e c t  f e e t  
Antennae t h r u s t i n g  i n t o  
What ' s unknown 

Because t h e  human r a c e  i s  
V i s i t i n g  i t s e l f  
Crouched down around 
E l e c t r i c  campfires  
Reading ins t ruments  
14uttering some kind of 
Coded numerical n o i s e  
That makes no sense  
Against t h e  huge deep 
Input  of a l l  space 

Iiecause you e n t e r  
(ad' s organic  greenhouse 
h do not  wake up 
I n  Blood Alley 
Vomitting your dreams up 
I n  t h e  dark 

Iiecause you a r e  
('Llm'l~g th-~ h z I I ~ z d e  

Hoping t o  wake up 
Whatever i t  i s  
That s l e e p s  

I n  Memory of my Fr iends  

ROY HUBBARD 
RANDY FRENCH 

Thinking of You 

Let  m e  t h i n k  of you 
With a  s m i l e  i n  my h e a r t  
I want t o  remember t h e  good t imes,  

n o t  t h e  bad. 
When my eyes  
t ake  on t h e  beauty of  t h e  s t a r s ,  
I th ink  of  you 
For your l ove  i s  t o o  
s p e c i a l  t o  remember 
without  happiness .  

S h e i l a  B e l l  



Well h e l l .  The Carnegie  N e w s l e t t e r  
i s  a l i v e  and s e v e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  have r e l u c t a n t l y  agreed  
t h a t  your  humble e d i t o r  i s ,  too*. 

D e s p i t e  conf i rmed rumours t o  t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  e a g e r l y  s p r e a d  by numerous , 

v i s i t o r s ,  t h e  t o t a l  b r a i n - d e a t h  hoped 
f o r  by t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  enemies o f  
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  h a s  been w i l d l y  exag- 
g e r a t e d .  

"What happened, you t w i t ? "  
"I f e l l  down. . f e l l  down w i t h  a  

crunch. .crunched a bone . .hur t s . . .  
gonna h u r t  worse come morninl . .worry  
' bou t  t h a t  later." 

It was a Wednesday n i g h t ,  11 :3O, 
s l e p t  on t h e  Monday, F r i d a y  & Tues- 
day p r e v i o u s ,  and t h e  s i m p l e  a c t  o f  
s t e p p i n g  o u t  of t h e  t u b  go t  o u t  o f  
hand ( o r  o u t  of mind, t o  be  more ex- 
a c t )  . B e f o r e  t h e  2nd f o o t  g o t  t o  
t h e  f l o o r ,  t h e  1st f o o t  was s l i d i n g  
away. The 2nd one j o i n e d  t h e  1st 
and I f e l l  down, bouncing on my b u t t  
on t h e  f l o o r .  

A f l a s h  p i c t u r e  w a s  j u s t  l i k e  i n  
Batman comics: Robin t h e  Boy Wonder 
t a k e s  c a r e  o f  t h e  g r u n t s  w i t h  a 
"SMACK" w h i l e  Batman decks  t h i s  iss- 

.-.-A *L3-  I l Q 1 C :  REI! M n  7 ~ 5 t h  ' 11Z'C)5?f1.. . u r r u  L-,113 

i blank  f o r g e t s  t o  remember l e s s o n  81  
i n  b a s i c  l e v i t a t i o n  (swallow your  

and b r e a t h e  through your  bones) 
i n g  i n  t h e  las t  frame of  t h e  
e i n g  a wonderful  "CRACKUNCH" 
agged l i n e s  o f  p a i n  l e a v i n g  
wer back.  
ow by blow account of e v e n t s  
t t l e  t o  do w i t h  any of you 

r e a d e r s .  Adjustment t o  hosp i -  
u t i n e  is  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  each of 
he p r o c e s s  of d i s c h a r g e ,  how- 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e r a p y  and ou t -  
t follow-up, was and i s  a joke .  
m a t t e r  of t h e  d o c t o r  i n  emer- 

- being s topped  c o l d  from "send- 
Al' 

i n g  you home w i t h  p i l l s  f o r  t h e  pain"  
was minor - h e ' d  t r i e d  t h a t  c rud  even 
a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  from X-ray t h a t  is  was 
a f r a c t u r e d  s p i n e !  

The Doctor ( t h e  one whose name 
goes on your  f i l e )  spoke t o  m e  f o r  
2 minutes  t h a t  day,  f o r  about 30 
se onds  f i v e  days  l a t e r  and on t h e  f morning of d i s c h a r g e .  Yeah. I saw 
him once a f t e r  no c o n t a c t  f o r  n i n e  
days .  The 30 seconds  had g iven  me 
enough t ime  t o  a s k  about  t h e r a p y  and 
h e  s a i d  we'd s t a r t  w i t h  s t a n d i n g ,  
t h e n  walking w i t h  h e l p ,  t h e n  phys io .  

It sounded normal and s u f f i c i e n t  
a t  t h e  t ime  b u t ,  on t h e  morning of 
d i s c h a r g e ,  I l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t  was 
s t i l l  on t h e  ' expec ted  t o  b e g i n  soon'  
l i s t .  

A n u r s e  came i n  d u r i n g  b r e a k f a s t  
and s a i d ,  "So y o u ' r e  l e a v i n g  today." 
It was news t o  me. It a l s o  marked 
t h e  s t a r t  of t h a t  a n c i e n t  game known 
now a s  Pass-the-Buck. 

I have a  h a r d  t ime  p l a y i n g  t h e  r o l e  
of p a t i e n t / c l i e n t / v i c t i m .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
i l l u s i o n  t h a t ,  because  someone e l s e  
a c q u i r e s  t h e  power t o  make d e c i s i o n s  
a f f e c t i n g  me, I have no f u r t h e r  say .  
11- 
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cess, i n f o r m a t i o n  and i n p u t  from us  
i s  i r r e l e v a n t  and we a r e  supposed t o  
accep t  t h e  end of a n o t h e r  change less  
c h a p t e r .  From w e l f a r e  t o  hous ing  t o  
l e g i s l a t e d  pover ty  t o  enforced  mal- 
n u t r i t i o n  t o  medicine  t o  work t o  
e d u c a t i o n  t o  money t o  p o l i t i c s  and 
back. . .  t h e  r o l e  of 95% of a l l  peop le  

l y  w r i t t e n  i n  s t o n e  - imp- 
c e l e s s  and power less .  

_ _  - -,s i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
change t h e  o p i n i o n  of anyone engaged 
i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of power, be  it 
p e t t y  power o r  g r e a t  power. I f  w e  
s t a y  invo lved  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  

is  seeming 
o t e n t ,  v o i  

A s  a l w a v  



I 
a b i l i t i e s ,  such  an end ing  of b e i n g  
c a s t  i n  such h e l p l e s s  r o l e s  shou ld  
not  occur .  I f  it d o e s ,  a s  it d i d  i n  
t h i s  c a s e ,  gu t  r e a c t i o n s  can b e  a  

I good gu ide .  
Within  an hour  of  b e i n g  informed 

t h a t  t h a t  day was my l a s t ,  f o u r  doc- 
t o r s ,  f o u r  n u r s e s  and a  s o c i a l  worker 
had come t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  room. Pass-  
the-buck was a  r e l u c t a n t  e x e r c i s e  on 
t h e  p a r t  of a l l  excep t  The Doctor .  He 
f i n a l l y  showed. up wondering what t h e  
problem was ... and I went up one s i d e  
of him and down t h e  o t h e r .  Then h e  
d i s p l a y e d  h i s  common humahity by say- 
ing  t h a t  it was 9 f a u l t  t h a t  no 
appointments  had been made, t h a t  no 
arrangements  f o r  homecare had been 
s e t  up,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  even have cab- 
f a r e .  It was p o i n t l e s s  t o  e d u c a t e  
him; he  was a l r e a d y  The Doctor .  I f  
t h a t  wasn ' t  enough t o  make me f a l l  on 
my knees and beg h i s  f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  
q u e s t i o n i n g  h i s  i n s p i r e d  example, 
w e l l ,  t h a t  was o b v i o u s l y  my problem 
t o o .  

The a c t  of p u t t i n g  pen t o  paper  
can b e  v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when you c a n ' t  w r i t e  f a s t  enough t o  
pu t  down e x a c t l y  what you have t o  
s a y .  T h i s  example prompted a  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of S t . P a u l l s  
i i o s p i i a i  w i i i ~  cupies iw ihe College 
of P h y s i c i a n s  & Surgeons  (Board of  
E t h i c s ) ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of H e a l t h ,  t h e  
Vancouver Sun and t h e  P r o v i n c e .  

Should b e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

By PAULR TAYLOR 

E d i t o r ,  

One s e c t o r  which h a s n ' t  r e c e i v e d  
much coverage i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  of W i l -  
s o n ' s  9% s a l e s  t a x  i s  t h a t  of non- 
p r o f i t  and c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  

Under t h e  Finance M i n i s t e r ' s  pro- 
p o s a l  any such agency which r e c e i v e s  
more t h a n  50% of i t s  revenue i n  gov- 
ernment funds  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  
p a r t i a l  r e b a t e  on t h e  9% t a x  p a i d .  
I ' m  t r e a s u r e r  of  a  non-prof i t  s o c i e t y  
i n  t h e  West End and because  we a r e  a  
p a r t  o f  t h e  Uni ted  Way and a l s o  a c t -  
i v e l y  f u n d r a i s e  from p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s  
we r e c e i v e  l e s s  than  50% fund ing  from 
gcvernment fund ing .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we 
a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  any r e b a t e  on 
s a l e s  t a x e s  p a i d .  

It seems t o  me t h a t  t o  be f a i r  
t h o s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  o r  
c u l t u r a l  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  
who work hard  t o  fund t h e i r  own pro- 
grams and a r e  n o t  a  burden on t h e  
t a x p a y e r s  of Canada should  a l s o  be 
exempted from t h i s  t a x .  

I hope t h e  Carnegie  News le t t e r  w i l l  
a s s i s t  i n  a l e r t i n g  our  many Downtown 
E a s t s i d e  community o r g a n i s a t i o n s  of 
t h i s  and t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  a  few 
m F n - ~ t e s  t o  sz-d 2 l z t t z r  prc:cstizg 
t h i s  t o  t h e  Hon. Michael  Wilson,  
M i n i s t e r  of  Finance,  House of  Commons, 
Ottawa, O n t a r i o ,  K I A  0x4. 

And remember, no pos tage  r e q u i r e d !  

Darren Lowe 



S t '  

s e  

I am more powerful  t h a n  t h e  combined 
rnies of t h e  world;  

I have d e s t r o y e d  more peop le  t h a n  a l l  t h e  
rs of t h e  n a t i o n ;  

I have caused m i l l i o n s  of a c c i d e n t s  and 
ecked more homes t h a n  a l l  t h e  f l o o d s ,  
rnadoes  and h u r r i c a n e s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ;  

I am t h e  w o r l d ' s  s l i c k e s t  t h i e f .  I 
e a l  b i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  each y e a r .  

I f i n d  my v i c t i m ' s  among t h e  r i c h  and poor 
i k e ,  t h e  young and t h e  o l d ,  t h e  s t r o n g  and 1 
e  weak; 

I loom'up t o  such p r o p o r t i o n s  t h a t  I c a s t  
shadow o v e r  every  f i e l d  of l a b o u r ;  

I am r e l e n t l e s s ,  i n s i d i o u s ,  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  

I am everywhere - i n  t h e  home, on t h e  
r e e t ,  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  on t h ~  
a  and i n  t h e  a i r ;  

I b r i n g  s i c k n e s s ,  p o v e r t y  and d e a t h ;  

I b r i n g  n o t h i n g  and t a k e  a l l ;  

I am your  wors t  enemy; 

I am a l c o h o l .  

"I FEEL GOOD INSIDE'" 
WHEN I HAVE ACCOMPLISHED SOMETHING 

hy Margaret 

When you s a y ,  gee  I admire you 
I o f t e n  a s k  myself  why? 
Whatever I ' m  do ing  is  because  I want t o  do i t ,  
n o t  because  someone asked me t o .  
I t ' s  making me f e e l  good i n s i d e  

My younger b r o t h e r s  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  l o o k  up t o  me, 
Because I ' m  me. Not because  of t h e  w h e e l c h a i r .  
By a l l  means I ' m  n o t  r i c h ,  b u t  I have a h e a r t  of 
GOLD. 

I f  I can make someone happy o r  
make a person  s m i l e  and 
h e a r  t h e  l a u g h t e r  of joy .  

Only t h e n ,  I know I have accomplished my g o a l .  



TO: Norman Mark, Pat  Kendall ,  I r e n e  
Schmidt, Pau Saa, Kevin Moore, 
Barb Gudmundson. 

To each and a l l  of you I would l i k e  
t o  extend my s i n c e r e  thanks and app- 
r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t he  time and labour  you 
gave i n  o rde r  t o  make our Thanksgiving 
d inner  s o  s p e c i a l  and wonderful. 

None of i t  could have happened with- 
ou t  your e f f o r t s  and I wanted you t o  
know how much those e f f o r t s  a r e  valued 

David S i n c l a i r  




