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and to help others do the same." 
What this man said about the !after1 

is chilling: "We'd fight alongside 
our friends. Then we'd come back to 
Canada and be Indians - no vote, no 
land, no opportunities." At the end 
of the Second World War, there was a 
grant given to returning soldiers of 
$5,000 to help them get started in 
peacetime. This grant was given to 
everyone except Natives. 
One vet of the 2nd war said that 

his buddy was a Native. His buddy, 
. named MacCloud, said to him - in a 

lull in battle in France -: "I dread 
the end of this war." His friend 
looked at him with horror and said, 
I1 Why don't you want it to end?" 
The Native man said, "When it does, 
1'11 be an Indian again .I' 
He wasn't putting himself down..he 

was just cementing on the truth of 
what he'd expect back in Canada. 
This is our 'Wall' - where Native 

people are rigidly classed as 2nd- 
class. Our Wall has been obsolete 
for years but the treatment of Native --------- 
people needs to be scrapped. 
A younger Native man commented that 

he'd served in the Canadian Armed 
Forces for two years, did Search & 
Rescue work saving many lives, and 
upon leaving went back to the miser- 
able conditions on reserves or skid 
row conditions in almost any city or 
town in the country. "It's like 
none of those two years happened. 
People see that you're Native and 
that's it." 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

PEOPLE ON WELFARE - - - I 
People On Welfare (POW) is still I 

meeting every Tuesday at 4 : 3 0  p.m. 
I 
I 

on the third floor. Our advocacy 1 
work has greatly increased since the * 

Job Search List came into effect. 
Despite the crackdown on the rights 

of welfare recipients we still have 
" 

many victories. If the cases are 
I 

too atrocious it's best to call on 
the Ombudsman, who has straightened 
things out to everyone's satisfaction. ~ 
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a variety of problems including land- 
lord difficulties, finding accomoda- 
tions, Unemployment Insurance and 

I 
being completely cut off welfare. 
One woman was evicted from her 

hotel room because MSSH would not I 
give her a cheque. She is now stay- I 

ing at Crosswalk on a nightly basis. 
A single mother and her two child- 1 

ren were evicted and ended up at a 
transition house for battered women 1 
in Langley. Something must be done ' I 

about the housing crisis immediately. 

By IRENE SCHMIDT 



Oh Brave New Age That Has Such Bullshit In It! 

Bullshit Peace and Bullshit Serenity 
Bullshit People creating their very own 
Bullshit reality because some 
Bullshit entity from some other , 
Bullshit dimension The Elements of Beauty 
Is telling them that the From Earth and Water, 
Bullshit millenium is just around '3 With Fire and Air, 
The bullshit corner - The potter shapes : 
(and don't forget to enclose your cheque, The beauty 
this ain't no free Bullshit). That he sees 
Neo-victims marching to postmodern gas chambers And feels. 
Obligingly filling in the obligatory postcards - 
Having a wonderful time. Wish you were here. 
Because no bombs are actually falling 
Cn their Bullshit streets 
Eecause no bullets are actually flying 
!?ast their bullshit ears 
They think everything is fucking wonderful 
.'iJhat Bullshit ! 

David Bouvier 
! ,  

P.L.U.R.A. Grants $500 to Newsletter 

PLURA is an organization that has 
some funding for community efforts. 
Grants are for $1,000 tops and the 
things that need to be part of the 
community effort - the criteria for . 't . . .  beiug c u u s ~ u r ~ e d  - 1 1 1  L r l e  

amount awarded. 
In 1986 PLURA granted the infant 

newsletter a full thousand dollars. 
It was this money that saw the paper 
through the hard times when the 
dismal excuses from DEEDS were try- 
ing to kill it. One looney cried1 
to get the Board to vote in favour 
of sending the money back! 
Freida, at DERA, worked for some 

months to get the second application 
through PLUM bureaucracy. Without 
her work none of the money would've 
come at all. Thanks to PLURA for 
the recognition and a special thanks 
to Freida for staying with it. 

With .eager hands 
The people wait 
To use the things 
That he has made. 

But quick as light 
He reaches out 
And smashes them 
Beyond repair. 

For still not yet, 
And not enough, 
Do they display 
The form he feels; 

The beauty 
That he seeks. 

The people groan. 
The potter 

M p ~ n l  T 7  ahrirclc ---- --, --.- .. 0 - 
And shapes again. 

Between the useful 
And the Beautiful 

Something's got to give 



By ROBERT SARTI 
Dozens of low-income residents in 

a downtown-east-side hotel face the 
loss of their homes following notice, 
Thursday that their rents will  he 
increased by as  much as 50 per 
cent. 

The hotel owner said Thursday 
there is a "big demand" for rooms in 
the area and if the tenants can't 
afford the higher rents, they should 
move out and make way for people 
with more money. 

The rent increases at the Colum- 
I bia Hotel, 303 Columbia, are evi- 

dence that the squeeze on rental 
accommodations has finally arrived 
in Vancouver's poorkst neighbor- 
hood, the Downtown Eastside Resi- 
dents' Association says. 

"The vacancy rate in the hotels is 
pretty well nil," 9ERA staB worker 
Stephen Learey s'8ys. 

neighborhoods. When they can't find 
someplace lo live, they wind U D  

uch for a little place 
like this," said Kilmer, a retired car- 
penter. "Where am I going to get the 
money to pay these people? 

"I've lived here for eight years. 
This is putting me in,a bad spol." 

Kilmer said the hotel furnace is 
not functioning. 

"I damn near froze to death this 
week," he said. "I had to keep the 
stove on all night." 

Wheelchair-bound Bob Mason is 
also gloomily contemplating a 
move. 

"They (owners) are just trying to 
make a fast buck," said Mason, 41, a 
former printer. 

"I've been here six years, except 
for when I was in the hospital. I 
know all the people here. I don't 
want to move." 

Sequeira said rents were raised to 
cover the cost of renovations to 
bring the hotel up io city stan- 

' - ' dard 
w y  said theColumbia has a e give them (tenants) a choice 

reputation for drugs and violence, - if they can't it, they can go' 
butitisneverthelessatlOO-per-cent somewhere else to live." sa id '  
occupancy. 

For the firsi time in yealrs, many 
downtown-east-side hotels are full 
or nearly full, he said. 

%sidents of the 76-iooiii Coiurn- 
bia were notified Thursday of the 
rent increases, effective Feb. 1. No 
r e a s o n s  w e r e  g iven  f o r  t h e  
increase. 

Most of the Columbia residents 
live on welfare, with their rent being 
covered by a $275-a-month shelter 
allowance from the ministry ofsocial 
services and housing. 

Increase criticized 
Anything more than $275 comes 

out of the.residents' food budget, 
Learey said. In one case, the rent 
was increased to $375 from $250. 

S ix ty - fou r -yea r -o ld  Henry  
Kilmer's rent is going to $440 from: 
$300. 

Seyueira, who was one of a group of, 
investors who bought the hotel ear-, 
lier this year. 

"It's not our problem. We can get 
ni 'n~r  p~npic. in  move in i b r r . "  

He acknowledged the hotel has a 
"bad reputation," but he said he gets 
about 10 calls a day from pros- 
pective tenants. 

Sequeira said he hoped to have a 
new $78,000-l'urnace instal led 
within a week. 

Learey scoffed at the suggestion 
the Columbia would attract higher- 
income tenants. 

"He's got to be kidding," he said. 
"If you can afford it, you will live 
somewhere else." 

Learey said the Columbia rent 
increases following on the heels of 
the closure or gentrification of other 
hotels is part of a trend toward loss 
of low-cost housing in the downtown 
east side. 



I n  t h e  Downtown E a s t s i d e ,  land-  
l o r d s  have been r a i s i n g  r e n t s  & f o r -  
c i n g  fixed-income peop le  t o  move f o r  
as l o n g  as anyone can remember and,  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  o r  so ,  t h e y ' v e  
had a p e r f e c t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
t h a t  nobody can g e t  around. . .  t h e  
l a w  s a y s  t h e y  must r e n o v a t e  t o  "br ing  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  up t o  c i t y  s tandards1 ' . .  
& of c o u r s e  t h e y  p a s s  t h e  c o s t  on t o  
t h o s e  who a r e  l e a s t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  i t  
through r e n t  i n c r e a s e s .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  
t h e  way c a p i t a l i s m  works, they  s a y .  

Now, t h e  problem i s  t h a t  t h e  peop le  
most r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  by-laws t h a t  
r e q u i r e  t h e s e  r e n o v a t i o n s . . . t h e  by- 
laws t h a t  r e s u l t  i n  r e n t  i n c r e a s e s ,  
a r e  t h e  v e r y  peop le  who want t o  pre-  
s e r v e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Downtown 
E a s t s i d e  & p r o t e c t  poor peop le  from 
be ing  t u r f e d  o u t .  

I f  I s a i d  t h a t  DERA made a s e r i o u s  
mis take  &.iplayed i n t o  t h e  hands of 
t h e  h o t e l  owners, some of my f r i e n d s  

' w o u l d  t h i n k  I was t h e i r  enemy. I f  I 
s a i d  DERA was a f r a i d  t o  admit  i t s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a p r o c e s s  t h a t  
l e g a l i z e s  t h i s  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  of t h e  
poor,  t h e y  would probably  c a l l  me a 
1 2  -- 
llal o r  shout iiie a t  p u b l i c  iiieet- 
i n g s .  Most l i k e l y  I would be accused 
of working f o r  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

But c o n s i d e r  t h e  in format ion  from 
bo th  s i d e s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s i t u -  
a t i o n  a t  t h e  Columbia Hote l ,  i n  Bob 
S a r t i ' s  a r t i c l e  (Sun, Nov.3189). 

Rents  t h e r e  are be ing  i n c r e a s e d  by 
a s  much a s  50%. Stephen Learey from 
DERA s a y s  "It 's t h e  r i p p l e  e f f e c t  
from o t h e r  neighbourhoods - when 
they  c a n ' t  f i n d  someplace t o  l i v e ,  
they  wind up down here" - he s a y s ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  o u t s i d e r s  moving i n  
w i t h  more money a r e  t o  blame...  t h a t  
t h e  l a n d l o r d s '  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e n t  

t o  t h e s e  people  i s  caus ing  t h e  prob- 
lem. But a spokesman f o r  t h e  Colum- 
b i a  s a y s  t h e  r e n t s  were r a i s e d  t o  
cover  t h e  c o s t  of r enova t ions  t o  
b r i n g  t h e  h o t e l  up t o  c i t y  s t a n d a r d s .  

Now, t h i s  i s  a n  o l d  s t o r y . . .  t h e s e  
by-;aws a r e  enforced because  DEW 
wants t o  improve t h e  l i v i n g  condi- 
t i o n s  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  .. & every  
t ime they  a r e  enforced ,  t h e  charac- 
t e r  of t h e  accomodations change s o  
t h a t  t h o s e  v e r y  r e s i d e n t s  who are 
supposed t o  be  helped by a l l  t h i s  
l o s e  t h e i r  kjomes, t h e i r  way of l i f e ,  
t h e i r  s e n s e  of worth,  & s o  on. .  . 
I n  t h e  l o n g  run,  t h i s  s o r t  of re-  
pea ted  a c t i o n  on ly  d e s t r o y s  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  & community of t h e  Down- 
town E a s t s i d e .  

When I c o n s i d e r  t h i s ,  i t  seems t o  
me t h a t  i t  c a l l s  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
whole p r e c e s s  of h e l p i n g  people  by 
p o l i t i c a l  means. 

C e r t a i n l y ,  when DEW demands t h a t  
t h e  by-laws be enforced ,  they  a r e  

I t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  peop le  improve t h e i r  
s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  re-  
l e n t l e s s l y  t i g h t e n i n g  t h e  economic 
screws on downtown e a s t s i d e r s .  

- r  -1 1 - 2  - -  nwnn A,,, t-,- t, 
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compensate by b u i l d i n g  s o c i a l  hous- 
i n g  ... & i t  does work i f  you can 
adap t  t o  i t  - b u t  f o r  t h o s e  who 
c a n ' t  ( &  t h e r e  a r e  many of them) 
a l l  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  h e l p i n g  
by s o c i a l  a g e m i e s  sometimes j u s t  
r u i n s  your l i f e .  

TORA ' 
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Rat on your ne ighbour ' s  daughte r  
For growing t h a t  p o t  
n a t ' l l  show 'em a l l  
Exactly whose s i d e  y o u ' r e  on 
19 t h i s  war a g a i n s t  t h e  freedom of o t h e r s .  

T e l l  your boss  t h a t  you unders tand 
The bottom l i n e  and 
H i s  r i g h t  t o  f i r e  a l l  t h o s e  
Who s tood up f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of o t h e r s  
I n  t h i s  war a g a i n s t  your b r o t h e r .  

Choose a  popula r  p r e j u d i c e  
And make bad jokes  
Share a l l  your ignorance  and h a t r e d  
J u s t  t o  p u t  it  t o  t h e  t e s t  
I n  t h i s  war a g a i n s t  c l e a r  thought .  

Make your l i f e  a s  p l a s t i c  
A s  you p o s s i b l y  can 
That w i l l  make you i n d e s t r u c t a b l e  
And n o t  dependent on t h e  l a n d  
I n  t h i s  w a r  a g a i n s t  Nature .  

Then your l i f e  w i l l  be  as p e r f e c t  
A s  anyone can expec t  and 
Though your days a r e  numbered 
J u s t  l i k e  a l l  t h e  r e s t  
S t a t i s t i c a l l y  speak ing . . .  

y o u ' r e  t h e  winner o f  t h e  war. 

Greg 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

You a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  World Pre- 
miere  of t h e  Welfare  Righ t s  Video 
on Dec.3, 1989. Your P o l i c y  S t i n k s  
involved a  number o f  Carnegie  volun- 

a s t  and.  
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JUNKIE - MAN 

Haze - grey haze 
a s  my thoughts t u r n  back 

, towards yesterday - 
\ 

wondering what i t  w a s . . .  so!  
I came t o  r e a l i z e  
It don ' t  mean t h a t  
much t o  me, whatever i t  was 
Gentle t h r e a t s  - harsh l i g h t s  
loud sounds & q u i e t  brooks 

I' cannot pass  aga in  
P lease  M r .  Junkie-Man l eave  my back door 
1 shudder t o  look a t  such a t e r r i b l e  s ight  
my h e a r t  l i g h t e n s  up, your image is  bright 
a man wi th  a needle  s tuck  i n  h i s  ve in  

looking f o r  Buddha i n  a l l e y s  o f f  Main 
m y  m m t  you push your l i f e l i n e  so  f a r  
you once were a c h i l d ,  a b e a u t i f u l  s t a r  

t he  temple has crumbled M r .  Junkieman 
your body i s  weak 

your s p i r i t  has  sunk, your energy i s  meek 
you s c a r e  me, I c a n ' t  ignore  you 
your needles  letter my doorway 
your f a c e  comes i n  my dreams 
the  Junkieman is  he re  t o  s t a y  

There must be something b e a u t i f u l  
about f e e l i n g  no pa in  
p l a i n  dead without dying 
I look i n  your eyes 
and s e e  t h e  t e a r s  of a na t ion  
bound i n  f e a r  and l o n e l i n e s s  
wai t ing  f o r  t h e  wind 
t o  c a r r y  them on 
I c a n ' t  he lp  you M r .  JUNKIEMAN 
I ' m  s o r r y  my bro ther  
i t ' s  a l l  up t o  you 
t h e  p re s su re  of t h e  day 
b r ings  s o l i t u d e  your way 

Brooding v i s i o n s  wai t ing  t o  be unleashed tu rn ,  look a t  him 
only t o  come back t o  freedom t h e  s t r e e t  i s  t h e  s t a g e  - 
d i f f e r e n t  s t r e e t s  - d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s  MR. JUNKIEMAN'S LAST ACT. 

d i f f e r e n t  people .  G x d S y d ,  M-. Jazkkz2~ 
somehow looking j u s t  t h e  same You cannot be forgot ten .  
- looking a t  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  a s  \ 

you're running down t h e  highway 
... i n t o  a v a l l e y  of Ci ty  ... 
Ten thousand l i g h t s  g l a r i n g  one man 

Freight  t r a i n s  o f f  t h e  t r a c k  
. .but t h e r e ' s  a l s o  peace t h e r e  
. . l i k e  a qu ie t  runner running 
through a volcanic  c i t y  
Mind's ad rena l in  gone elsewhere 
leaving  s t i l l n e s s ,  s o l i t u d e ,  deepness 
... can you touch 
Haze - grey haze, g iv ing  
of what we a l l  know - 
smil ing wi th  r e a l i t y .  

Dave McConnell 



We are now entering the twenty- 
first century evolving as an incred- 
ibly overpopulated community. We're?, 
expanding 'beyond boundaries arykbor- 
ders leaving forests, wildlife and 
whole bio~communities in our wake. 
The cost of industrializing this 
earth and producing technology to 
keep up with the mood of our times 
has ~aken a heavy toll on the envir- 
lonmen t . 
Researchers have discovered a hole 

in the ozone layer and scientists 
kre convinced that global warming 
has been in effect since the 50's. 
,B.C. has some of the last virgin 

kokest areas in the world. Heavy 
clear-cutting has left the forests 
crippled with regeneration slow im 
coming i f  at all. C~mnaninc r------ --- -*- 
more likely to plant chemically- 
trzated hybrids t h a ~  actually in- 
crease natural species. 
While environmen't"a1ists fight for 

results in Car~nanah Valley and the 
Stein River valley, the rest of our 
Eorests are disappearing fast. 
Air pollution is something we don't 

aorry about on the west coast be- 
cause of the prevailing westerlies 
carrying emissions eastward..but 
Eace facts: With pulp and paper 
nills running full scale operations 
md plans for more to be developed, 
)Ur natural water systems will be 
'ontaminated for years. The pulp & 

paper industry made enough money last' 
year to subsidize the rest of the 
forestry industry, which lost money. 
I feel it's imperative for the 

provincial government to move in and 
take action against environmental 
offenders and force them to use pro- 
fits to clean up their act. 
We have to reforest immediately to 

produce better oxygen quality and re- 
duce carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere. Encourage government 
through voting to stop pouring money 
into incinerators and dump-sites. 
These skirt the problem..cover it up 
for our children to deal with. We 
should implement cornunity recycling 
province-wide. 
Government must enact change but 

the process could be sped up through 
each person's '-1d3 Tidual attic 
Support environmentally concerned 

organizations that have proven effec- 
tive in spreading information or in- 
stilling environmentally safe prac- 
tices. Support businesses that make 
use of environmental safeguards while 
boycotting those that don't. Report 
any action which you feel is environ- 
mentally unsafe. 
Petitions and letters are often 

effective means of communicating a 
position. Environmental teaching 
m h r \ r r l r l  m i - - v t  i n  cnhnnl r . r i + h  n r A n r 9 m c  
Y L l V U I U  U L U L b  .LA. UIL..*""& . . - L A .  r --0------ 

that focus on recycling, nature stud- 
ies and teach the importance of con- 
servation instead of consumption. 
You must refuse unnecessary packag- 

ing, using cleaner, non-toxic mater- 
ials in the home and office. Do like 
the Europeans do and bring your own 
bag from home when shopping; refus 
plastic and paper bags. (Paper bags 
are often bleached enough to render 
then quite difficult .or impossible to 
recycle. Stop using cars; use bikes I 
whenever possible. Support recycling 
in your area and make an effort to 
reduce your garbage as much as poss- 
ible. There is a multitude of infor- 
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plpase Hear What I'm Not Saying 

Don't be : fooled bv me. (From C h i l d  W 'it hill.) 

Don't be jooiea oy m e  JULC 1 WCCLT. 

~ 0 7  1 wear a mask, a thousand masks, 
masks that X'm afraid to take off, 
and none of them is me. 
pretending is an art that's second nature with me, 

: but don't be fooled. 
For God's sake don't be fooled. 
I give you the impression that I'm secure, 
that all is sunny and unruffled with me, within as well 

as without, 
that confidence is my name and coolness my game, 
that the water's calm and I'm in command, 
and that I need no one. 
But don't believe me. 
My surface may secin smooth but my surface is my mask, 
ever-varying and ever-concealing. -. 

Beneath lies no complacence. 
Beneath lies confusion and fear and aloneness. 
But I hide this. I don't want anybody to know it. 

I panic at the thought of my weakness and fear 
being exposed. 

. That's why I frantically create a mask to hide behind, 
a nonchalant sophisticated facade, 
to help me pretend, . .  .. . . . t 

f ~ !  s.h.!e~ me :rcz?. :,kg g n r D  t h n t  KnCd,?'S. 
But such a giance is Gecisely my salvation. 

My only hope and I know it. 
That is, if it's followed by acceptance, 
i f  it's followed by love. 
It's the only thing that can liberate me from myself, 
from my own self-built prison walls, 
from the barriers I so painstakingly erect. 
It's the only thing that will assure me of what I can't 

assure myself, 
that I'm really worth something. 

But I don't tell you 1 uon Iru,L. I ,,, ,.&, , uru to. 

I'm afraid you'll think less o f  me, that yo~i'll laugh, 
. ~ 

and your laugh rclottld kill me, 
I'm afraid that tlcep-down nothing, that I'm jtcst very feeble wings, 

no good, but wings! 
and that you will see this and reject me. With your power to touch me into feeling 

you can breathe life into me. 
So I play my game, my desperate pretending game, I want you to know that. 
with a facade of assurance I want you to know how important you are to me, 
and a trembling child within. how you can be a creator - a honest-to-God creator - 
So begins the glittering but empty parade of masks, of the person that is me 
and my life becomes a front. if you choose to. 
I idly chatter to yo11 in the suave tones of surface talk. : You alone can break down the wall behind which I tremble, 
I tell you everything that's really nothing, you alone can remove my mask, 
and nothing of what's everything, you alone can release me from my shadow-world of panic 
of what's crying within me. and uncertainty, from my lonely prison, 
So when I'm going through my routine, if you choose to. 
do not be fooled by what I'm saying. Please choose to. Do not pass me by. 
Please listen carefully and $J to hear what I'm not saying, 

I It will not be easy for you. 
what I'd like to be able to say, 
what for survival I need to s ~ y ,  A long conviction of worthlessness builds strong walls. 
but what I can't say. The nearer you approach to me 

the blinder I may strike back. 
I don't like to hide. It's irrational, but despite what the books say about man, 
I don't like to play superficial phony games. often I am irrational. 
; r r ~ n n r  z ~ g n  n;nwinn r L m  - ----..- 1, --- ,..- - . . - -0 . .  
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I want to be genuine and spontaneous and me, But I am told that love is stronger than strong walls, 
but you've got to help me. and in this lies my hope. 
You've got to hold out your hand Please try to beat down those walls 
even when that's the last thing I seem to want. with firm hands 
Only you can wipe away from my eyes the blank stare of the but with gentle hands 

breathini dead. for a child is verv sensitive. I 

Only yoti can call me into aliveness. 
Each time you're kind and gentle and encouraging, 
each time you try to understand because you really care, 
my heart begins to grow wings, 
very small wings, 

.Who am I ,  you may wonder? / 

I am someone you know very well. 
For I am every man you meet 



There seems to be a pattern in how - The Bank of E 
housing is shrinking in Vancouver. buyers channel th 

Five years ago a lot of Rig Money a bank in Bermuda 
quietly came to Canada. Expo 86 , million in tax. 
-.-- D o I { R : "  ~ , . - ~ , - , , - - , + 4 ~ , - ,  1 c )  T . , 3 r ,  - r s n o ~ 4 a n  --*- w d b  u . b .  o \ u l 5  U U L ~ U L ~ L L W L L  a /  v v u y  

o f  trying to impress the world with 
the news that it was just the beginn- 
ing. If you think that all the money 
spent on the fair was for hot dogs 
and souvenirs, think again. B . C .  
wanted to use the show as a front 
for all the selling of resources and 
land that went on. Anyone getting 
wise could then be portrayed as a 
spoiler of "The Greatest Show on Earth" 
The most notorious, in the public's 

eye anyway, is Li Ka-Shing. lie was 
a relatively late arrival though. 
From about 1985 on the ownership of 
vast holdings, especially in Vancouver 
itself, has changed hands. 

In the West End virtually all 
housing is now owned by non-loc~l 
corporations. please note that the 
word "foreign" wasn't used. It's too 
easy to scapegoat Hong Kong or Japanese 
or East Indian or even American 
buyers as an irremovable plague on 
the poc'ketbooks of the majority of 
Vancouverites, but 'it aint necessarily 

T c s o ' .  IL i lu l l<~t?( ib  d11d ~iiousands of 
our 'good '01 Canadian boys' weren't 
as eager to choke dollars out of 
working people and didn't see this 
influx of non-local money as licence 
to be as sleazy as they've always 
wanted to be... it might be a different 
story. Keep in mind that big canadian 
money controls what the public hear's 
a lot about. depending on how scandal- 
ous the crime is, or, more to the 
point, how badly other power-seekers 
want to get rid of the perp, will 
have a direct influence on how much 
we hear about it. (And on how much is 

; . C .  is sold and the 
le transaction through 
., thereby saving $200 

ual,au,at, porati ens pay almost no 
tax co~pared to their profits, yet 
Yhejr government is moving now to take 

94 from every dollar. It's been said 
by those who know (and aren't federal 
MP's) that if the government just 
made corporations pay their taxes 
we could pay the interest on the 
deficit for a full year. Politicans 
know this as a matter of course but 
they get elected with backing from 
these same corporations. (The amount 
owed is $30 billion a year.) 

What's happening now is that the 
smaller Big Money is now buying up 
blocks of housing, tearing it down, 
and building half the number of units 
for rental or sale at five times the 
rate. The residents of Vancouver 
are not considered in this - business , 

is business. 
what we're seeing now is the dirtier 

aspects of greed. Money-grubbing 
has traditionally been an activity 
that happened with nothing that could 
~ t c p  it. ?sci;:e c ~ c i l d  urliy C U I I I ! I ~  d i n  

... on the Learning Centre board 
Cloudy mind 
and sunny sky 
don' t go together; 
It's time to walk away, 
To put,my cloudy thoughts away, 
And start like this - Sunny Day! 

(author unknown) 



Vacant for 15 Years: , 

atting in Gastown 
h candlelight & plastic bags 
ping away from the windows 
h meal tickets at the 44 
street outside 
some kind of cfrcus 

a ~ ' m  trespassing 
On the tightrope 
High above their heads 

Poster wall with a keyhole 
Turns into a doorway 
Shouldered open into 
One huge stairway & 
The Grand Hotel 
Vacant for 15 years 

Rooms for tourists 
Evictions for Expo 
Suicide for bagladies 
Vagrants in the doorway 
All those empty rooms 
No water No lights 
No furniture No life 
For 15 years 
" TI - .  A. -------- :-- 
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Defrauding welfare 
With posters, protest signs 
Poetry, leaflets , 

24 hour takeout 
Around the corner 

Hasheesh & peppermint tea 
Rolling cigarettes 
Pissing in the sink 
Passing through empty rooms 
Vacant for 15 years 

& Nobody understands , 

The situation 

Like weeds are illegal 
In the cracks of the system 
Dogs are illegal 
Without a leash 
The candle I ' m  burning is illegal 
The cigarette I'm smoking 
The words I ' m  writing 
The sleeping bag I'm 
living in is illegal, 

The floor is illegal 
The wall is illegal 
& even being alive 
Places me under suspicion 

Illegal sounds on 
Electric guitar upstairs 
l a t s  at n i n h t  
UUL- U C  ..AD..- 

With streetcleaners 
At 5 am & seagulls 
Tn the distance 

& the high empty rooms 
Grow strange with illegal games 
Welfare pawns shifted around 
To Ferform some parody of service 
On the politician's desk. 

& I'm invisible 
Just another welfare fraud 
Trespassing in Gastown 
Invisible in the Grand Hotel 
Vacant for 15 years. 

TORA 



Edi to r ,  
m d +  

Now t h a t  t enan t s  i n  Vancouver don ' t  
have t o  worry about being ev ic t ed  be- 
cause t h e  apartment owner wants t o  
convert t h e i r  bu i ld ing  from r e n t a l  
i n t o  99-year l e a s e s ,  I thought Car- 
negie  Newsletter readers  might be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing t h e  l a t e s t  
t r i c k  being pu l l ed  by t h e  owner of 
t he  apartment a t  990 Broughton S t r e e t  
i n  t he  West End. 

The owner has ev i c t ed  a l l  of h i s  
tenants ,  using t h e  excuse of having 
t o  complete "extensive" renovat ions ' 

t o  t he  bui ld ing .  The r e s i d e n t s  l o s t  
t h e i r  a r b i t r a t i o n  hear ing  wi th  t h e  
Res ident ia l  Tenancy Branch when t h e  
Branch ru led  t h a t  11 extensive" reno- 
va t ions  - such as i n s t a l l i n g  a new 
f r i d g e  and s tove  - requi red  t enan t s  
t o  move out .  

Rather than complete t hese  "exten- 
s ive" renovat ions t h e  owner has  emp- 
t,ied h i s  bu i ld ings  of t enan t s ,  jacked 
up t h e  r e n t s  and i s  now a d v e r t i s i n g  
vacancies f o r  l lbachelors ,  one and 
two bedrooms". The porper ty  owner, 
who j u s t  r ecen t ly  purchased t h e  bui l -  
ding, had no i n t e n t i o n  of completing 
11 extensive" renovat ions and i n  f a c t  
merely wanted an easy way t o  empty 
the  + i l d i - L m  sf *----A- f - - - - -  
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whom had ch i ldren)  so  t h a t  he could 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i nc rease  t h e  r e n t s .  

I hope Carnegie Newsletter readers  
w i l l  t ake  t h i s  opportuni ty t o  w r i t e  
t o  the new Minis te r  of Labour and 
Consumer Services ,  Hon. Norman Jacob- 
sen,  Parliament Buildings,  V ic to r i a ,  
B.C.  V8V 1x4 t o  p r o t e s t  t h i s  ac t ion .  
I f  a dishonest  porper ty  owner can 
g e t  away wi th  i t  a t  990 Broughton St .  
t he re  is no doubt t h a t  o t h e r  owners 
i n  t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  and through- 
out  t he  Lower Mainland w i l l  t r y  Chis 

Edi tor ,  

This  l e t t e r  i s  a  thank you t o  Jean 
Swanson f o r  t he  w o r k s h e  has done 
with End Legis la ted  Poverty.  

She has worked f o r  years  f o r  f r e e  
and f o r  peanuts i n  t h e  community. 

A t  the  food banks she has s tood 
f o r  hours i n  t h e  r a i n  handing out  
information & t a l k i n g  t o  people.  

She has  been poor and i s  poor most 
of t he  time and g ives  everything 
with booth hands. 

End Legis la ted  Poverty i s  an um- 
b r e l l a  group t h a t  DERA, 1st United 
Church and Carnegie belong to .  Its 
main goa ls  a r e  t o  r a i s e  wel fare  r a t e s  
and U . I .  and t h e  minimum wage - any 
th ing  t o  do wi th  poverty.  

This i s  a  wonderful organiza t ion .  
I have been going t o  i t  a s  a member 
of t he  Board and o t h e r  members of 
Carnegie have been t o  i t  too. 

Thank you Carnegie f o r  your support 
while I was s i c k .  I ' m  back. 

Raise Welfare Rates 
Lower r e n t s  
Raise t h e  Minimum Wage 

Love t o  a l l ,  

She i l a  Baxter 

- f ia t  i s  i t  l i k e  working a t  t he  
cash counter  i n  t h e  c a f e t e r i a ?  I 
do a four  s h i f t .  Lots  of people 
come i n  and ou t .  There a r e  people 
who a r e  p a t i e n t ,  some a r e  ignorant ,  
some complain ... bu t  I put  up with 
it. Some people want t o  pay l a t e r .  
I say no.. But I s t i l l  enjoy my job. 

1 

John Si lvey I 

I 

I 

i 

t r i c k  too.  ( 

Darren Lowe 1 



An eastside resident, Shane Simp- 
son, said at a recent public rezon- 
ing hearing on the north shore of 
false creek lands, that there will 
be no Downtown Eastside community in 
10 years ! 
The megaproject buildings are 

aimed at the rich people, and an 
I I executive city" is being created in 
Vancouver. 
The Concord Pacific 200 acre pro- 

ject at false creek is the largest 
urban redevelopment scheme in north 
american history and it will cause 
300 evictions on Main St. on the 
Ivanhoe Hotel block, about 300 evic- 
tions on Pender St (including elder- 
ly Chinese people) and about 400 
evictions in the Victory Square area 
within 2-3 years. There are 57 
clusters of buildings on Concord 
Pacific and a proposed 10 towers 30- 
34 storeys high and 19 towers 27-30 
storeys. 
C.R.A.B. societv has told the 

Mayor and council that the buildings 
need to be downsized to 20 storeys 
or less and the project reduced by 
one third. 
Otherwfse nearby rents will rise 

and land values will increase. In 
fact, in anticipation, rents are al- 
ready going up. Even the Columbia 
Hotel on Cordova St. is threatening 
114 residents with renovations and 
evictions. 
There used to be about 800 empty 

rooms in the area, but now there is 
15% or less of them. There is no- 
where to go with a .02% vacancy rate 
in the city. . - . .  - 

Yet city council voted In favour 
of the high-density Bosa development 
at Terminal and Main. About 3,000 
rich people will live there and no 
money is available for the so-called 
"20% core-needy" for low income 
social housing. 
A recent report to city council 

called the "~ulchanski ~eport" from 
the UBC human settlements group, 
stated clearly that the existing 
low income housing must be protected 
and "significant" more amounts of 
social housing built. 
Only a freeze on demolition of 

low income-dweller-buildings, a mor- 
atorium, could save our housing. Yet 
the friend-of-the-developers-Mayor 
Campbell has said that he is against 
a freeze on demolition. 
Because of these choices by city 

council, people will be living on 
the streets and alleyways. Remember 
Expo 86 where 9 people died and 700 
were evicted? 
The "street-people" - single moms, 

on welfare, Native indians, the dis- 
abled, will find the situation much 
worse this time. This is genocide 
of a neighbourhood. 

unsigned 
(Submitted on C.R.A.B. letterhead.) 



Face carved by t h e  wind and sea  
H a i r  touched by t h e  sun 
h i s  mind is of h i s  own 
f o r  now 
he th inks  of t he  hunt 
he remembers h i s  f i r s t  
tomorrow he w i l l  t each  h i s  son 
t h e  na tu re  of t he  k i l l ,  

7' 

DIMENSION OUT 
The sun winced, i t ' s  r ays  bent 

' a n d  s t r u c k  the  man i n  t h e  back /' 
/-" 

Out of t he  head, t h e  g r e a t  phoenix 
appeared, t h e  s p i r i t  of t he  b i r d  
once dead 
f l o a t s  ou t  of i t s  cage i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  
It grasps i t s  k i l l e r  by 
the  blades of t h e  shoulder  
l i f t i n g ,  p u l l i n g  
t h e  e a r t h  mother c o n t r a c t s  
i t  hu r t s ,  f i r s t  c h i l d  and a l l  
... then l e t s  go 
the  b i r d  f l y s  i n t o  t h e  sun 
i n  c i r c l e s  of red  t h e  man d isappears  
slow universe  r egene ra t ive  

h i s  son w i l l  grow t o  be ca r ing  
1 - - 3 1 1  c-*i--. 1 - 2 -  c-LL--- 2- --2--2L 
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with a d i f f e r ence  
he w i l l  not  k i l l  - t h e  hunt ends 
f o r  now - t h e  e a r t h  expands 

. One man 

S t a r t e d  as an acorn 
rose  i n t o  a t r e e  
sunk back i n t o  dus t  
ro se  aga in  a s  me 
forever  human dr iven  
by ignorance and greed 
f i r s t  I was t h e  flower 
now I am t h e  weed 

the  sun r e igns  down 
s i n g l i n g  out  no one 
warming the  h e a r t s  of a l l  
t he  b i r d  f i r s t  appears  
i n  t he  sun ' s  u l t r a  whi te  glow 
c i r c l i n g ,  g l i d i n g  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  
i t  f a l l s  on t h e  man 
with a s p i r i t  f u l l  of fu ry  - i t  s t r i k e s  
t he  man t r i e s  t o  move 
h i s  a c t i o n s  a r e  f e e b l e  
he l o s e s  h i s  balance 
looks,  lunges,  he swings 
a t  t h e  b i r d  
ha l f  s t e p s  i n t o  t r a f f i c  
s t r u c k  by a beas t  
of a mechanical n a t u r e  

BEARS 

I don' t  remember when I was ex- 
p lo r ing  i n  t h e  woods a t  t h e  age of 
t h ree .  I was amongst t h e  bears  and 
a l l  God's c r e a t u r e s .  Maybe they a r e  
my s t r eng th .  

Every time I have a problem, I go 
i n  t h e  woods and c ry  my eyes ou t .  In  
t..Y, -77 ..-rrLl-."- m r r n -  t r r  -,.l-rn +LC.-- 
L U I "  1ILJ ) ILV"ILI I 'Y ULL'l. L" U V l V C  L A I C - I , ,  

I 
s e lves .  

I r e spec t  t h e  environment and the  
animals. We s h o u l d a l l  r e spec t  t hese  
th ings  o r  e l s e  i t  w i l l  explode i n  
our face .  

Bonnie Stevens 

one man 



D r  earns 

Kids a r e  smart f o r  what they do, 
They love  t h e i r  pa ren t s  and teach  them too 
They teach themselves and they teach me and you 
To s t a y  away from drugs and a lcohol  too. 
I w i l l  he lp  t h e s e  ch i ld ren  and I ' l l  he lp  you 
To l e a r n  about a lcohol  and what i t ' l l  do, 
Every day what I s e e  
Boys and G i r l s  on t h e  s t r e e t s  
They're looking f o r  money a s  I can s e e  
So t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  drugs t o  you and me. 
Even those we say no 
~ h e ~ ' r e  s t i l l  going t o  t r y  t o  s e l l  us  blow 
~ r u i s  and a l coho l  which they don ' t  know k i l l s  ch i ld ren  
Who we love  so .  
So every day when I see  

, Those l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  looking a t  me 
! Wish I may and wish I might 

I know t h a t  t h ings  a r e  going t o  be a l l  r i g h t .  
So every time people a r e  down and a r e  th inking  
Give me a shout 
I ' l l  he lp  those  who a r e  precious t o  me 
I n  my h e a r t  t h e y ' l l  always'be. 
So come t o  me o r  my "St ree t  Mommy" i f  you l i k e  
To break f r e e  from drugs and a lcohol  too.  

Michael P o t t s  

223 Main S t .  ' 

Wed. evening: 5 t o  8:30 
D r .  AL VENNEMA 

Thurs. evening: 5 t o  8:30 

Love is  l i k e  a flowing r i v e r  STD Nurses a r e  on s i t e  
It has i t s  t w i s t s  and t u r n s  ...................... through t h e  weekdays. 
Oh where can we f i n d  r e a l  love?  

Bonnie Stevens i 



ANNOREXIA & STARVATION 

Today i n  t h e  p r i sons  t h e r e  a r e  un- 
p leasant  & deplorable  s i t u a t i o n s .  
Not only do they s t r i p  you of your 
r i g h t s ,  t r e a t  you l i k e  a p i ece  of 
meat, e x p l o i t  you f o r  a mean $5.25 a 
day and s t r i p  you of a l l  d i g n i t y  a s  
a human being but  they  s t a r v e  you as 
w e l l .  

They t ake  t h e  b e s t  food f o r  them- 
se lves  and g ive  t h e  l e f t o v e r s  t o  
the  inmates..sometimes not  enough 
f o r  them a l l  t o  e a t .  This is  the  
case  with a person 1'11 c a l l  Ray. 

Before Ray went i n t o  t h e  p r i son  
system he weighed about 220 l b s . ,  
but  now, \#af te r  8 months, weighs 165 
l b s .  and i s  s t i l l  l o s i n g .  

The Warden & guat-ds e a t  we l l  - 
high on the  hog a s  i t  were. Ray & 
o the r  inmates a r e  s t a rv ing .  What's 
t h e  point  of t h i s  i n  today 's  soc i e ty  
when these  inmates have been sent-  
enced f o r  t h e i r  crimes? 

They have been taken from t h e i r  
family & f r i e n d s ,  s t r i pped  of t h e i r  
q u a l i t i e s  o r  whatever makes them 
human beings and have t o  s u f f e r  
annorexia,  s t a r v a t i o n  and, a f t e r  a 
prolonged period,  death.  What g ives  
these t y r m t e  t h e  r i gh t  tc l c r d  i: 
over inmates i n  t h i s  way? 

In Mission t h e r e  are 2 p r i sons  & 
i t ' s  one them I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

Ray i s  serv ing  time f o r  a crime 
he d id  not  do. So f a r  he has suf- 
fe red  a l o t  - he has been exp lo i t ed  
a s  a p ro fe s s iona l  chef t o  work f o r  
these  t y r a n t s ,  t h e  men who a r e  play- 
ing  God. 

They c a r r y  out  sen tences  i n  a per- 
sonal  fash ion ,  being judge, j u ry  & 
execut ioner .  They dec ide  who l i v e s  
o r  d i e s  through d i s e a s e s  caused by 
l a c k  of nourishment. These men con- 
t r o l  t h e  p r i sons  and become l i t t l e  
d i c t a t o r s .  

The pub l i c  should know j u s t  what 
i s  being done. Inmates a r e  hushed 
up with t h r e a t s  i f  they t r y  t o  ex- 
pose t h e  t r u t h  and Ray i s  one. 

I ' v e  known Ray f o r  over 2 years .  
He weighed 220 when I knew him. 
When he was sentenced he looked f i n e  
but  I l a s t  saw him i n  October '89 
and now, l i k e  I s a i d ,  h e ' s  165 and 
l o s i n g  . 

Ray is  no t  annorexic  and does not  
o r a l l y  d ischarge  h i s  food. Under 
t he  pretence & cover-up of what i s  
t r u l y  happening i n  p r i son  he is  be- 
ing  forced i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  which i s  
k i l l i n g  him. 

Ray i s  only one of t he  v ic t ims .  
This matter  needs a pub l i c  hearing,  
so j u s t i c e  may be served,  so War- 
dens & guards w i l l  l e ave  mat te rs  
a lone so these  men can do t h e i r  time 
i n  peace ... without  having judge, ju ry  
& execut ioner  every day. 

The inmates c r y  out  f o r  j u s t i c e  so  
Wardens & guards w i l l  s t op  being 
p e t t y  t y r a n t s  who have been given 
too much power t h a t  has gone t o  t h e i r  
heads. 

Charles 

There i s  time, when I f e e l  a lone,  
Xlr.  en- 4 - r .  t n l l r  4 - r .  
LIlV W I L L  LV CU.LI\ L", 

I have t h i s  empty f e e l i n g  
Where sometimes I j u s t  want t o  d i e .  ' 

But t h e  s p i r i t s  say "No""No" 
You must go on 
To br ing  your people 
Out of where they a r e  l o s t  
They're l o s t  i n  drugs 
Hazard t o  one 's  body 
It is  t h e  most common d i sease  
Not only i n  our s o c i e t y  
But a l l  s o c i e t y  
This i s  a never,  never ending s t o r y  
f o r  a l l  of us.  

Love, Bonnie Stevens,  



THE SOCRED GOVERNMENT WANTS 
Y O U R  CANADA PENSION 

This information is  important t o  
you I F  * you a r e  on GAIN and I 

* you are 60-64 years  o ld .  ; 

W A R N I N G  I 

Your worker may ask  you t o  apply 
f o r  your re t i rement  Canada Pension 
before  you are 65. H e  o r  she  may 
even hand you t h e  CPP papers  t o  
f i l l  ou t .  

You should know t h i s :  I f  you a r e  
on GAIN and g e t  CPP before  you ' re  65: 

* ALL of your Canada Pension could 
be deducted from your GAIN cheque; 

* You w i l l  g e t  less money from CPP 
when you do t u r n  65. I f  you s t a r t  
g e t t i n g  CPP a t  t h e  age of 60, you 
w i l l  g e t  30% less when you t u r n  65. 

I n  s h o r t ,  i f  you a r e  on GAIN and 
60 t o  64 yea r s  o ld ,  t h e  socred gov- 
ernment w i l l  b e n e f i t  from your CPP - 
you won't. 

I f  you don ' t  want t o  apply f o r  , 

e a r l y  CPP, t e l l  your worker: "I 
would l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i th  an 
advocate group before  s ign ing  any- 
th ing .  " 

I f  you need he lp ,  c a l l  one of 
t he se  groups: DERAy 682-0931 

yccg, 872-1278 
Publ ic  Housing, 324-0555 

1st United Church, 681-8365 

This s u r v i v a l  i n f o  i s  produced by 
End Leg i s l a t ed  Poverty 
#104-2005 E. 43rd, 
Vancouver, B.C. V5P 3W8 
Phone: 321-1202 

GOODNESS A N D  KINDNESS 
From the  Heart  

George and L i l l i a n  Harr ison a r e  
w e l l  known f o r  t h e  good t h i n g s  t h a t  
they do a t  Carnegie. Well, Carne- 
g i e  i s  not  t he  only p lace  where 
they provide people wi th  moments 
of happiness.  They a l s o  p r o d d e  
t h i s  f e e l i n g  a t  t h e i r  home. 

When George and L i l l i a n  informed 
me t h a t  they had a  vacancy f o r  me 
and Miki i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  they man- 
age, we both jumped f o r  joy. we' were 
even happier  when they s h e l t e r e d  us 
f o r  a  week before  moving i n  t o  our  
own place.  

In  add i t i on  t o  t he se  people ' s  
kindness,  w e  a l s o  app rec i a t e  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  g i f t s  t h a t  w e  recei-*-ed 
from our o the r  f r i ends .  

Y e s ,  Miki and I a r e  very  g r a t e f u l ,  
pleased and happy t o  have such car- 
ing  f r i e n d s  i n  our  l ives and w e ' l l  
always remember t he se  people  and 
t h e  un fo rge t t ab l e  moments we've had. 

M I K I  and HENRY 

YOU AND I 

DO you remember when w e  met? 
I ' l l  never fo rge t  you 
I can t a l k  t o  you f o r  hours  
~n wrren I ' m  ~ l t h  YC:: I fee: liiltjpy 

When I f e e l  down you cheer  m e  up 

What am I going t o  do without you? 
W e  belong toge ther  
I can f e e l  t h e  l ove  between us 

When you go away I ' m  gonna m i s s  you 
You belong i n  my h e a r t  f o r eve r  
Love is  t r u e  and so  are you 'r 

Together forever  
Br idge t t e  Grandison 

I n  response t o  Claude ~ i chmond ' s  let ter:  
YOU ARE A FETID EXAMPLE O F  HUMANITY. Yours honest ly ,  

Steve Rose 



-EVERY GALLON OF GAS BURNED PRO- 
DUCES 5% l b s .  OF CAR1301J DIOXIDE.. . 

- I N  ONE YEAR ONE CAR CREATES ITS The p o l l u t i o n  o f  t h e  a i r  on a 
WEIGHT I N  CARBON DIOXIDE. . g l o b a l  s c a l e  h a s  exhaus t  fumes a s  a  

major cause .  A t  a confe rence  i n  
Europe, Japan,  West Germany, B r i t a i n  
and t h e  USA a l l  r e f u s e d  t o  endorse  
tougher c o n t r o l s  on emiss ions .  I t 's  
more important  t h a t  money be  made 
t h a n  t h a t  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  world 
b r e a t h e  and s u r v i v e .  

I n  Canada ... 
F e d e r a l l y  s u b s i d i z e d  changes i n  

t h e  pulp  & paper  p r o c e s s  have l e t  
t h e  c o r p o r a t e  p o l l u t e r s  o f f  f r e e .  
The on ly  change, p a i d  f o r  by taxpay- 
e r s ,  i s  t h a t  now t h e  p o l l u t i o n  goes 
i n t o  t h e  a i r  i n s t e a d  of t h e  wa te r .  
I t ' s  harder  t o  measure i n  t h e  a i r .  
Loca l ly  ... 
k 40 y r .  o l d  smokestack was broken 

up and p u t  i n t o  a r i v e r b e d  a s  f i l l .  
A l l  t h e  gunk i n s i d e  i s  now i n  our  
d r i n k i n g  wate r .  Now THAT'S f r e e  e n t e r -  
p r i s e .  , 

Submitted by TOR4 



i n i s t e r  of S o c i a l  ~ e r v i c e s  and Housing 

11 November 1989 

rrespondence d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  p rev ious  M i n i s t e r ,  Claude Rich- 
~g  community a c t i o n s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  l e t t e r  of 4  August 
vlr. Richmond t o  49,000 GAIN r e c i p i e n t s .  Also enc losed  i s  h i s  
3 October bu t  recei,ved on 26 October.  M r .  Richmond's r e p l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  invo lved  i n  
work and,  a t  t h e  FLAW meet ing of 8 November, I was given 

rsue  t h e  m a t t e r .  

is a c o a l i t i o n  of Advocacy Workers seek ing  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  from 
)f  t h e  r e a l  and r i g h t f u l  needs  of GAIN r e c i p i e n t s .  

l e t t e r  froin M r .  Richmond h a s  caused a  g r e a t  d e a l  of unbel iev-  
l i s g u s t .  It i s ,  accord ing  t o  him, o u r  f a u l t  t h a t  t h e  f i a s c o  
1 le t ter  reached t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  i t  d i d .  He used t axpayers '  

money co runa t h e  e n t i r e  m a i l i n g  - b o t h  t h e  49,000 n o t i c e s  and Job Search 
Forms p l u s  a l l  t h e  media r e l e a s e s  ( c o s t i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more as t h e s e  pack- 
ages  con ta ined  t h e  complete s t o r y )  - and t o  fund t h e  t r a v e l ,  accomodations 
and expenses  of s e n i o r  pe rsonne l  going t o  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  011 t h e  cheque-day 
a t  t h e  end of August. Conserva t ive ly ,  and n o t  t o  exclude t h e  c o s t  of t h e  TV 
ads  used t o  t r y  j u s t i f y i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  c o s t  would be a t  l e a s t  $100,000. 

This  b l a n k e t  t r e a t m e n t  of "employables" was and i s  scandalous .  Richmond 
augments and p e r p e t u a t e s  t h i s  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  of 1 3  October 
t h a t  we s p e n t  money and energy u n n e c e s s a r i l y  and caused t h e  u p s e t ,  t h e  f e a r  
and the d i s t u r b a n c e s  among a l l  r e c i p i e n t s .  Th i s  i s  s o  f a r  from t h e  t r u t h  of 
what happened t h a t  i t  would be  l a u g h a b l e  i f  peop le  weren ' t  t h e  v i c t i m s  of 
h i s  denseness .  

It appears  from h e r e  t o o  c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  Richmond was t aken  o u t  of MSSH. 
Community groups,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Downtown E a s t s i d e  o f  Vancouver, took  a 
co ld  look  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a  number of d e t r i m e n t a l  a c t i o n s  t aken  by Richmond. 
Each t ime energy and money had t o  be expended t o  s t o p  b l a n k e t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
T ~ P  r-whrc Of ~e-ini nntc  

D-- -- I --a- --. 
The amounts s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  b i l l s  a r e  minimal - s p e n t  t o  do t h e  
work n o t  done by t h e  M i n i s t r y .  Each l e t t e r  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  gaping h o l e s  i n  
Richmond's e t h i c s  and t h e  a m o r a l i t y  of h i s  t h r e a t s .  T h r e a t s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  
c o r r e c t .  The r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  of thousands o f  r e c i p i e n t s  
was ignored  and a l l  were j u s t  lumped i n t o  a ca tegory  of " those  who d o n ' t  work". 

~ i c h m o n d ' s  c l o s i n g  remarks about  "con t inu ing  t o  work w i t h  community groups 
i n  a  s p i r i t  o f  ..." - t h i s  is  l a u g h a b l e  and a n  i n s u l t .  We r e q u e s t  t h a t  you, r 

a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and Housing, meet w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
FLAW and End L e g i s l a t e d  Pover ty  a . s . a .p .  t o  ho ld  p r o g r e s s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s  over  
t h e  concerns  expressed  i n  our  l e t t e r s .  

A s  a c l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t  o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n :  The amount s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  FLAW 
Statement of Account i s  now overdue by 30 days .  The g e n e r a l l y  accep tabke  
i n t e r e s t  rate f o r  unpaid  accounts  i s  2% p e r  month. Th is  b r i n g s  t h e  TOTAL 
AMOUNT DUE t o  $5,471.69. . . 

X e s p e c t f u l l y  submit ted,  PaulR Taylor .  



Y B b  J B b U b  b A V L b  ANU GJSh'I'XKY SCORES ON I&%-&- 

BUT STILL SO MUCH SADNESS ABOUNDS. 
DOES THE MISERY FROM COLUMBIA AND P E R U ,  
REALLY AFFECT ME AND YOU? 

does  it r e a l l y  m a t t e r ,  I S  I T  THE M I S U S E ?  I S  I T  THE ABUSE? 
t h a t  t h e  drug l o r d s  are g e t t i n g  that AH - CRY A R I V E R ,  K I S S  GOODBYE THE L I V E R  

m u c h  f a t t e r ?  (WHAT ' S THE D I F F E R E N C E ?  

SOME PEOPLE DON'T WANT TO HANG ON TO MUCH MUKL, 

THEY 'RE GOING TO GO OUT AND MAKE T H E I R  
LAST SCORE. 

'CAN' SHAKE T H I S  F E E L I N G ,  OH MAN, OH MAN, 
THAT I T ' S  GOING TO NEED A S P I R I T U A L  HEALING.  
WHAT I T  I S  AND WHEN I T  W I L L  COME, EAST VAN? EAST VAN? 

I T '  GOING TO E E  TOO LATE FOR SOME 
K e v i n  W. 

C 

ODE TO A NUCLEAR BOMB 




