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Welfare appeals hit record levels 
Metro Council plans to hire a lawyer to represent city 

- 

fi BY JANE COUTTS 
7' Urban Affairs Reporter 

TORONTO - Welfare award 
appeals are occurring in record 
numbers, and Metro Toronto has 
authorized hiring a lawyer to repre- 
sent its side in the process. 

hletro Council voted this week to 
spend about $97,000 to hire an 
extra lawyer for a year to represent 
Metro's social services department 
when individuals turned down for 
welfare assistance appeal rulings to 
the province's Social Assistance 
Review Board. 

Appeals increased by 70 per cent 
in 1989, to 738 from 435 in 1988. 
Forty per cent of people making 
appeals are represented by a law- 
yer. 

The head of the review board, 
Joanne Campbell, said she wel- 
comes both the increase in appeals 
and a more formal, legal approach 
to the problem. 

However, Councillor Brian 
Ashton, head of Metro Council's 
community services and housing 
committee, said he is worried about 
the implications of hiring a lawyer 
to work or advise on the dcpart- 
nient's side in an appeal. 

"Hopefully, He are not just doing 
this to save money," Mr. Ashton 
said. He plans to keep a close eye 
on the matter, because " I  have this 
gnawing feeling in my guts that I 
am kicking people when they are 
down." 

Ms Campbell, a former Metro 

councillor, said she sees the increase 
in appeals as proof that she is 
succecdmg in her mandate to make 
the board more accessible and more 
responsive to people who believe 
wclfare officers wrongly denied 
them welfare. 

Straightforward information 
pamphlets - checked by literacy 
experts for sin~plicity and clarity - 
and increased efforts by legal aid 
clinics and welfare officers have 
helped make people aware of their 
right to appeal, she said. And an in- 
creased awareness among the pub- 
lic that the board is more sympa- 
thetic than in the past has greatly 
increased the number of people 
who want to  appeal rulings by wel- 
fare o k i a l s ,  she said. 

Ms Campbell welcomed Metro's 
move to hire a lawyer, which she 
said should ultimately benefit wel- 
fare clients. 

If Metro and other Ontario com- 
munities use legal experts to pre- 
pare and argue their side in 
appeals, review panels can make 
more informed decisions and will 
establish clear precedents in the in- 
terpretation of provincial welfare 
legislation, she said. This in turn 
should lead to more clear and con- 
sistent application of that legis- 
lation. 

" 1  think the whole system is 
served better by first having good 
policy established and then getting 
good, careful defence of those poli- 
cies in front of our board. I see this 
as a positive move. " 

Ray Lazanik, general manager of 

Metro's social services division, 
agreed that increasing accessibilitj 
to the board and trying harder to 
reach clients has increased the nurn- 
ber of appeals. But he added he 
thinks there is another, more im- 
portant cause: hard times. 

"People are more desperate. 
Given the economy . . . people arc 
more prepared to take action to gct 
what they think is owed to them. " 

Municipal decisions are upheld 
by the board in a majority of cases 
- 66 per cent last year, Mr. Laz- 
anik said, but the balance could 
shift if the social services division is 
not prepared to meet legal expert 
with legal expert. 

Even now, he said, only a tiny 
fraction of applicants for welp~re 
are appealing the rulings. Last year 
Metropolitan Toronto handled 
about 47,000 cases - including in- 
dividuals and families - and thcre 
were 738 appeals. 

"Most people accept our rul- 
ings," Mr. Lazanik said, but he 
added that he thinks appeals will 
continue to rise because of in- 
creased legal advice and an increas- 
ingly litigious society. 

Ms Campbell said 44 per cent of 
appeals are on whether a welfare 
applicant has looked hard enough 
for work. About 13 per cent itre 
over status in Canada - - - -  ~ ~ w s t l y  
brought by refugee clainxlnth VI ho 
have been denied welfarc -- and S.5 
per cent represent disagrec~tlcnts 
over whether i r  claimant has i~swts 
to use up bcfore welfare will offer 
assistance. 



Sure i t ' s  odd - t h e  f r o n t  page of 
Y e  Olde Carnegie Newsletter wi th  a  
s t o r y  l i f t e d  from elsewhere,  but  i t  
makes a  g rea t  case  f o r  appea l ing  any 
"decision" by' MSSH t h a t  you f e e l  is  
un fa i r .  A remarkable advocate,  Mar- 
ga re t  Ennenberg, was involved i n  an 
appeal  made by a  s i n g l e  mother. 

B r i e f ly :  The mother is  on wel fa re  
and t h e  f a t h e r  of he r  ch i ld ren  was 
required t o  pay he r  $150 a  month v i a  
t he  Family Maintenance Program. No 
payment had been received f o r  8 1 1  

months, he was taken t o  cou r t  and 
ordered t o  pay a l l  t h e  back money a s  
w e l l  a s  make r egu la r  payments from 
then on. Fa i r  enough. The problem 
was t h a t  t h e  mother, g e t t i n g  a  lump 
sum f o r  t he  months when she got  no- 
t h ing ,  would have go t t en  more than 
t h e  $100 which she i s  l e g a l l y  allowed 
t o  keep; MSSH s a i d  t h e  r e s t  - over  
$100 - was t h e i r s .  

A law person went t o  t h e  In t e rp re -  
t a t i o n  Act and the  GAIN Act. Under 
GAIN,  workers a r e  always t o  be aware 
of causing t h e i r  c l i e n t s  "pain,  suf-  
f e r i n g ,  neglect"  and t h e  In t e rp re t a -  
t i o n  Act s t a t e s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  "Every 

enactment ( i n  t h i s  ca se ,  of GAIN 
r egu la t i ons )  s h a l l  be construed a s  
being remedial,  and s h a l l  be given 
such f a i r ,  l a r g e  and l i b e r a l  const- 
ruc t ion  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  b e s t  
ensures  t h e  at ta inment  of i t s  objec ts"  
meaning simply t h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  mom, 
having t o  s u f f e r  through 8 months 
of no support ,  go t o  cou r t ,  win, and 
then be denied repayment because of 
t h i s  $100 r egu la t i on ,  w a s  wrong. 

Upon appeal  t h e  t r i b u n a l  ru l ed  
t h a t  t h i s  money w a s  repayment of a 
debt  and t h a t ,  whi le  i t  should be 
paid i n  i n s t a l lmen t s  of $100 a  month 
r a t h e r  than a l l  a t  once, t h e  mother 
had a  r i g h t  t o  keep i t  on top  of 
t h e  r egu la r  monthly amounts of $100. 

I n  s h o r t ,  she  can ge t  t h e  $100 a  
month i n  support  p l u s  ge t  an e x t r a  
$100 a  month f o r  t h e  next  8 months 
f o r  t h e  time when nothing was paid.  

By PAULR TAYLOR 

P.S.: To Miles Macintosh i n  Kerem- 
eos,  hang i n  t he re !  Never go 

t o  an appea l  hear ing  alone;  i f  you 
need an advocate c a l l  ELP and one 
w i l l  come out  t o  make s u r e  i t ' s  f a i r .  



Mr. Don Douglas 
Regional Director, Air Navigation 
Transport Canada. 

Dear Mr. Douglas, 

We are an association representing 
2,000 residents of the Downtown East- 
side and Strathcona neighbourhoods of 
Vancouver. Our mandate is to work for 
the betterment of the community and 
the well-being of residents. 

For the past few months, we've been 
receiving complaints from residents 
about the increasing number of over- 
flights by helicopters of built-up 
areas. These flights start at 7 a.m. 
and continue at regular intervals, 
often every 15 minutes, through the 
morning. The flights are also espec- 
ially frequent in the late afternoons, 
These are regularly-scheduled north- 
bound commuter flights of Heli-jet 
aircraft directly over Strathcona, and 
heading into the helipad on Vancouver 
harbour. 

We contacted Heli-jef, Mr. Bill 
Blair, and he confirmed it is his 
flights that are passing over our 
neighbourhood. He said northbound. 
Heli-jet flights used to come in from 
the water side, over Lions Gate Bridge 
but on instructions from Transport 
Canada the frequency of flights over 
residential areas has now been drast- 
ically increased. "It is not by choice 
(on ~eli-jet's part) but by require- 
ment," said Mr. Blair. He said the 
change of flight paths was apparently 
connected to traffic at Vancouver In- 
ternational Airport. 

We view this development very seri- 
ously. These overflights are an annoy- 
ance. They interfere with the peaceful 
enjoyment of our homes and community. 

It is not a question of what altitude 
they are flying at; their persistent 
thumping noise is an invasion. 

When the heliport was established, 
Transport Canada and Heli-jet offici- 
als assured the community that the air 
traffic would be controlled to shield 
residents from disruption. Instead the 
opposit is happening. Air traffic is 
increasing, helicopters are hovering 
over residential areas and Crab Park, 
and flight patterns have been struct- 
ured in a way that causes annoyance to 
residents and contributes to a deteri- 
oration of our living environment. 
This is causing resentment in our com- 
munity towards the heliport operation 
and towards Transport Canada. 

We call on you to remedy this situ- 
ation before the protests increase. 
As a minimum, please return the 
flight paths to the water route. 

BARBARA MORRISON, 
Secretary, CCCA. 
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Twas July 5th, 1990 

Dave set up the PA system, 
his girlfriend kindly opened the 
smoker's window between the stage and 
piano. Muggs invited the board mem- 
bers to vacate their seats in the 
audience and join her where board 
members usually sit, which thinned 
out the crowd some, but with the sud- 
den arrival of the coffee urn, the 
crowd was replenished by a sprinkling 
of interested persons. 
Muggs next asked a person called 

the Director to give a report, which 
she did to the apparent delight of 
the entire room; proving it's not 
what you give but how you give it. 
Both Barbs also gave good input to 

the meeting, proving again that peopk 
who choose to work behind the scenes 
can get results and/or shed light on 
a potential issue. 
My Back Room nominee and I were 

both surprised that members of the 
board showed such great interest in 
the representative to the PROCAN com- 
mittee position I was vacating due to 
a chronic case of absent-mindedness, 

plus they don't serve coffee. 
But, the Vancouver PROCAN committee 

are a good, hardworking group who, 
as nature will have it, are as strong 
as their weakest link. 
Supplying a capable board member as 

Carnegie's rep to the PROCAN commit- 
tee could have serious positive eff- 
ects if the fight against the GST cap- 
tures a mass appeal in the next 
several months. 
If this does occur, people who can 

write a clear report (as my back room 
nominee could) for their respective 
organizations are going to be price- 
less, because this kind of war effort 
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is held together by a network of 1 
nation-wide communication centres, so 
that every PROCAN member across the 
nation has the same information at 
the same time, hopefully. 

Anyway, all I really wanted to say 
was tonight was one of the best - 
(nicest) meetings I've ever attended; 1 
probably because there's still 11 I 

months before the next Annual General 
Meeting. 

GARRY GUST T 



Anti=poverty group warns 
against "soup lines for kids" 

, by Janet Smith :. . 

: End ~ e ~ i h a t e d  Poverty says an 
attempt by the school board to 
set up a lunch program for needy 
kids over the summer could be 

j "counter-productive? 
"We can't start setting up soup 

r lines for kids:' says Patricia 
I Chauncey of the anti-poverty 
' 

coalition "We can't separate the 
kids that are poor!' 

i The Vancouver School Board 
last week sent a letter to the 

( Ministry of Social Services and 
Housing pointing out the con- 
t inued need for nutri t ion 
throughout the summer for the 
city's kids. It offered to assist the 
province in setting up a summer 
lunch program and in providing 

facilities to distribute food. 
. The board cumntly runs a hot 

lunch program thoughout the 
school year at 12 inner-city 
schools. They have never offered 
to assist the province in setting 
up a summer lunch program, but 
trustees have expressed concern 
that the children they help feed 
in the school year will go hungry 
during the holidays. 

Chauncey says the school year 
lunch program. (which End Le- 
gislated Poverty helped esta- 
blish), is part of the education 
system, and does not segregate or 
identify children. 

"We're worried about having 
kids identified to the ministrg' 
she said of the summer lunch 
program. She said parents would 

be in jeopardy because not fee- 
ding a child adequately can 
sometimes be considered child 
neglect. 

End Legislated Poverty says 
the only way to solve the problem 
is for the government to raise 
welfare rates and minimum wa- 
ges to above poverty level. 

Recent studies say a child on 
welfare is given enough money to 
eat according to the Canada 
Food Guidelines for two-and-a- 
half weeks per month. A mother 
with two ch~ldren should get 
$22.000 to be at the poverty line, 
according to Statistics Canada; 
in reality she gets about $787 a 
month. 

"THEY" NEED TO KNOW! 

They l ack  much i n  humi l i ty  
To l e a r n  t r u t h  and s i m p l i c i t y  
To ge t  on wi th  t h e  r e a l  job a t  hand 
Be counted and make an honest s tand  

They need, some p o l i t i c i a n s  do, 
To s t o p  a c t i n g  a c t i n g  l i k e  apes  i n  a zoo 

The r u l e s  of s e r v i c e  t o  apply 
Not ego-ism g r a t i f y  

They need t o  sweat t h e i r  pampered brow 
They need t o  walk behind t h e  plow 
rfo walk a m i l e  i n  shoe l e s s  f e e t  

Chauncey admits the summer 
a hard time for poor kids. She 

says many do  not have appro- 
priate seasonal clothing, and 
many will not be able to go away 
on holidays. 
' "Also, a lot of  kids will not 

have access to proper daycare' 
she says. 

"Summer's going to be really 
hard for the kids that have got- 
ten used to food:' at the hot 
lunch program during the school 
year, she says. But Chauncey says 
because schools have been able 
to  lift some of the financial 
burden off poorer parents, those 
parents may have some extra 
rnonq. to buy their children more 
seasonal clothinn or food. 

She says she'drather see the 
board prioritize setting up hot 
lunch programs during the 
school year at  additional schools 
such as Hastings and General 
Brock and inner-city high 
schools. 

She said if the board and the 
provincial government decide to 
set up a summer lunch program. 
they'll have to consider ways of 
avoiding stigmatizing the chil- 
dren and identifying parents. 

To s u f f e r  hunger on t h e  street 

To be reduced t o  pennies sc rape  
Subjected t o  i n t e n s i v e  h a t e  
To be t h e  b u t t  of r i d i c u l e  
To be made t o  look l i k e  a f o o l  

To know t h e  sadness  and d i s t r e s s  
Of win te rs  spent  i n  l o n e l i n e s s  
To l i v e  a lone  b e r e f t  of l ove  
With s h e l t e r  but  t h e  sky above 

. To understand d i r e  misery 
To l i v e  l e a n  poor and e l d e r l y  
To f e e l  t h e  ho r ro r  of despa i r  
Our youth encounter everywhere 

They th ink  they ' r e  only t h e r e  t o  r u l e  
Take t h e  average v o t e r  f o r  a f o o l  
But w e ' l l  awaken v o t e r s  a l l  
S t r i k e  3, "yer out" - w i l l  be our c a l l  

Wilf Barbeau, C.D. 



A f e v  advocates m e t  t o  t a l k  about  
how advocacy f i t s  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r  
p i c t u r e  of organizing t o  end poverty.  
I n  advocacy we have ind iv idua l  suc- 
cesses t h a t  he lp  people one by one, 
but what o the r  t h ings  could w e  do s o  
t h a t  we'd be more connected t o  
broader s o c i a l  change? 

The School Lunch Program i s  a good 
case.  The organizing e f f o r t s  f o r  
lunches connected t o  ending poverty,  
r a t h e r  than being a  one-shot goa l ,  
i n  a  number of ways such as:  
- bu i ld s  a l l i a n c e  t h a t  i s  on-going 

wi th  non-poor groups ( teachers ,  
doc to r s ,  s o c i a l  workers,  c i v i l  ser- 
vants ,  e t c . )  around i ssues /pover ty  
- underscores inadequate wageslwel- 

f a r e  r a t e s  
- focuses  on "hungry kids" which 

g e t s  l o t s  of p r e s s  coverage be- 
cause t ragedy of poverty is  seen a s  
i t  a f f e c t s  k id s  
- i s  an achievable  goa l  i n  community 

a f t e r  community; i . e .  f i r s t  w e  t r y  
f o r  lunches i n  inner  c i t y  schools ,  
then we go a f t e r  o t h e r  schools  - and 
a l l  t h e  while  ELP he lps  c i t i z e n s  i n  
o the r  a r e a s  ge t  school  lunch programs 
(Victor ia ,  Surrey, Nanaimo, e t c . ) '  

(Ed i to r ' s  note:  Contrast  t h i s  wi th  
the  a r t i c l e  on t h e  previous page. To 
avoid having t o  admit g u i l t  i n  being 
p a r t  of t h e  cause of poverty,  some 
school t r u s t e e s  ( socreds ,  corpora te  
c lones and so  on) s e e  nothing wrong 
wi th  segrega t ing  k i d s  from low income 
f ami l i e s ,  making them e a t  from t h e  
"Food f o r  Poor Kids" s e c t i o n .  A&, 
ch i ld ren  a r e  born f r e e  wi th  a  r i g h t  
t o  a f u l l  l i f e .  The g u i l t  and f e a r  
and shame k ids  from low income fam- 
i l i es  g e t  comes from being t o l d  i n  
many ways t h a t  they a r e  t o  blame - 
vic t ims  a r e  g u i l t y  - poor i s  evil ' .  .. 

DOWNTOWN 

FREE OR LOW COST GOODS 1 .  

SHELTER h HOUSING 3 .  

HEALTH SERVICES 4 .  

COUNSELLING, SUPPORT, INFO 6 .  

LEGAL SERVICES a .  
ADVOCACY RESOURCE L I S T  8 .  

SOCIAL, DROP-IN, RECREATION 10. 

YOUTH SERVICES 1 2 .  

OTHER SERVICES 13 .  

CARNECIE NEWSLETTER 
6 6 5 - 2 2 8 9  

VOLUME 2 ,  updated t o  1 Ju ly  1990, 
rev ised  t o  c o r r e c t  mistakes and 
inc luding  a  new s e c t i o n  on Youth 
Services .  Avai lable  a t  Carnegie 
and i n  t h e  Downtom Eas t s ide .  



FOSTER PARENTS 
My Mother w a s  C a t h o l i c  
My F a t h e r  w a s  Anglican 
I w a s  I n d i a n  
Double c r o s s e d  
and l o s t .  

INATTENTION 

7 
Poems by N' ingin  Snapping Turt!.e 
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m 
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FODDER iJ 
Conform 
IIEFORM 
Deform 
P l a s t i c i z e  

S u n l i g h t  f i l l e d  t h e  c lassroom 
f i l l e d  my head and my e y e s  
Somewhere i n  i t s  shimmering f low 
I heard  qu ick  f o o t s t e p s  
A d a r k  shadow k i l l e d  i t  
The t e a c h e r  w a s  a t  t h e  window 
she  p u l l e d  down t h e  b l i n d  
The whi te  and b l a c k  page o f  my r e a d e r  
jumped b e f o r e  my e y e s  
"What is t h e  p o e t  s a y i n g  about  
t h e  sun?" s h e  accused.  
"I-I-" stumbled - l o s t  
She kep t  m e  a f t e r  schoo l .  
Dusky c l o u d s  embraced me 
a s  I l e f t  

I HATED THAT MORGUE. 

NETTED AND GAFFED 

School w a s  a  j a i l  
t o  me. 
t h e  l i n e s  on my 

s c r i b b l e r  
t h e  b a r s .  

wi thou t  a n  
educa t ion  
Fr iend 
you ' re  dead 
People 
g e t  degrees  
on how t o  
handle  
l o s e r s  l i k e  
you. 

1 NASTY BOYS 

We're n o t  i n  j a i l  
because we ' re  bad 

can ' t l o v e  
c a n ' t  t h i n k  

we ' re  i n  h e r e  
because 
t h e  system 
st  i n k s  
no t  u s .  

LET'S LIVE, YOU AND I 

L e t ' s  l i v e  you and I 
no t  a l i f e  t h a t ' s  2nd band 
played o u t  by o t h e r s  
i n  a c i v i l i z e d  shadow land  
What does  t h e  audience  d a r e  
a s  i t  c h e e r s  t h e  hero  on 

Cut t h e  fuck 'n  c a b l e  Mable!! ! !  

 ingi gin Snapping T u r t l e  



Directions 
COMMUNlTY DIKECT IONS CONFERENCE 

- 

Over a  month ago  t h e  Committee of Pro-  
g r e s s i v e  E l e c t o r s  h e l d  a  lumber  of  work- 
s l i bps ,  had g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  on community 
a c t i u n .  a r t i s t s  & m u s i c i a n s ,  and a sked  u s  
t o  speak  o u r  minds on many c o n c e r n s .  

K a t l ~ e r  t h a n  a t t e m p t  an incomple t e  r e p o r t  
i t  was deemed b e t t e r  t o  a w a i t  t h e  promised  
i l lai lout  from C.O.P.E. To g i v e  an  i d e a  o f  
L l i e  i s s u e s  examined,  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  
of what I s  h appen ing  r i g h t  now: 
- m e g a p r o j e c t s  
- d e m o l i t i o n s  
- e x c l u s i v i t y  - r e n t ,  shopp ing  
- l ong  term r e s i d e n t s  b e i n g  l e f t  o u t  
- Vancouver i n v i t i n g  new r e s i d e n t s  
- c i t i z e n s  overwhelnled by n o t  h a v i n g  

power 
- empowering ne ighbourhood autonomy 
- g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  
- d e n s e r  p o p u l a t i o n  
- i n c r e a s e d  unemployment 
- i n n e r  c o r e  d y i n g  
- l a n d  v a l u e s  h i g h e r  
- ' bo t tom l i n e '  p r o f i t  a t t i t u d e  
- no coniprehensive p l a n  
- cheap c o n s t r u c t  i o n  
- u ~ o r e :  p e o p l e ,  d e n s i t y ,  t r a f f i c  
- d e c r e a s e  i n  s p a c e  
- w r e  p o v e r t y  
- l a ck  of  a~nen i  t i e s  
- crowding 
- unplanned d e n s i t y  - growth  
- [uore r e s i d e n t i a l  development  f o r  35-50 

p o p u l a t i o n ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t a k e o v e r  o f  i n -  
d u s t r l a l  l a n d  f o r  h i g h  d e n s i t y  growth  

- d e c r e a s e  o f  g r e e n  s p a c e ,  ' r e p l a c e d  b y '  
v e r y  s t r u c t u r e d  s m a l l  g r e e n  s p a c e s  
( l i n e a r  p a r k s )  o f t e n  f o r  s p e c i f i c  u s e s  

- d e c r e a s e  i n  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  
- i n c r e a s e d  p o l l u t i o n  

- d e p r e s s i o n  up 
- s t r e s s  up 
- i n c r e a s e  i n  v i o l e n c e  
- c r i m e  up 
- i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t i m i d a t i o n  
- d e c r e a s e  o f  f a rm a r e a  
- development  o f  r u r a l  a r e a s  
- l a c k  of  community e d u c a t i o n  a t  commun- 

i t y  l e v e l  -  need^ t o  know t h e  o p t i o n s  
- i n c r e a s e  i n  o f f i c e  and r e t a i l  s p a c e  

Each workshop s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  t i t l e  and  
an o b j e c t i v e .  T h e r e  were  n o  " e x p e r t s "  
g i v i n g  l e c t u r e s  t o  s c r i b b l i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
- i t  was up t o  e v e r y o n e  t o  work w i t h  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  t o  empower o u r s e l v e s .  

WHY GROWTH? 
O b j e c t i v e  - Examine how growth  i n  Vancouver - - - - - - - - - 
is a f f e c t i n g  p e o p l e ;  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  where  
growth  would improve t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  
f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  p e o p l e  w h i l e  
m a i n t a i n i n g  communi t ies  and  examine  how we 
can  measure  growth  & know w h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  
MUNICIPAL AUTONOMY 
O b j e c t i v e  - Look a t  how d e c i s i o n s  i r e  made ---- ----- 
and d i s c u s s  new models  t o  empower i n d i v i d -  
u a l s  and communi t i e s .  
THE AUTONOMOUS CITY ( I )  
O b j e c t i v e  - D e t a i l  ways o f  e d u c a t i n g  i n -  - - - - - - - - - ----- 

d i v i d u a l s  & communi t i e s  o n ' c a u s e s  o f  pro-  
blenis w i t h  d i r e c t i o n  c i t y  is t a k i n g  
INCLUSIVE CITY 
O b j e c t i v e  - C o n s i d e r  who nt- p r e s e n t l y  ex- ---- ----- 
eluded from e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  i n  Vamucrver 
and d e s c r i b e  g o a l s  f o r  a  co~nmuni ty  t h a t  
e n s u r e  e q u a l i t y ,  t h e  b a r r i e r s  t o  a c h i e v i n g  
t h o s e  g o a l s ,  and new s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  niay 
be  needed .  

Each of t h e s e  a r e a s  is t i e d  t o  more spec -  
i f i c  i s s u e s  t l ~ a t  h a v e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  u r b a n  
env i ronmen t :  

A.  HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT 
1l . TRANSPORTATION 
C.  KECKEATLON AND GREENSPACE 
D.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND EDUCATION 

A r e p o r t  was made on e a c h  o f  t h e  above  
from t h e  c o n t i n u a l  work of  COPE'S Urban 
Environment ' rash  F o r c e .  

I n f o r n i a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  i n  a l l  t h i s  is  
c o p i o u s ,  b u t  i t  is a l l  i n t e r r e l a t e d  and i n -  
t e r t w i n e d .  What f o l l o w s  now is a summation 
of  t h e  r e p o r t s  made by a l l  workshops  and 
what  is ahead :  



1. - Need f o r  comprehensive on-going p lann ing .  
- Plann ing  a t  t h e  neighborhood l e v e l  t o  t h e  c i t y  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l s  
- Neighborhood p l a n n i n g  a s  empowpring i n d i v i d u a l s  and p r o v i d i n g  range of v i s i o n s  
- Neighborhood p l a n n i n g  a s  a  means of p r o v i d i n g  o p t i o n s ;  e . g .  c r e a t i v e  u s e  of 

downtown b u i l d i n g s  and p u b l i c  s p a c e s .  
- Plann ing  a s  a  means of b r i n g i n g  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  p r o c e s s .  
- Promote,  encourage Neighborhood A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  Community o r g a n i z e r s ,  development 

and o t h e r  workers .  
- Need t o  promote a  program of c i t i z e n ' s  advocacy t r a i n i n g  and i n f o n n a t i o n  c e n t r e s .  

2 .  Open government w i t h  d e c i s i o n s  open ly  a r r i v e d  a t .  
- A l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups  e n j o y  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d e c i s i o n s  on i s s u e s  

t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e i r  h e a l t h  and we l l -be ing .  
- U n r e s t r i c t e d  r i g h t  t o  make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b e g o r e  C i t y  Counci l  and /o r  School  

Board a n d / o r  Pa rks  Board.  
- P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs implemented t o  h e l p  c h i l d r e n  and o t h e r s  t o  becorne 

a c t i v e l y  invo lved  i n  decis ion-making and governmental  p r o c e s s e s .  
- Get r i d  of p a t r i a r c h y  w i t h i n  COPE and encourage  o t h e r  s u p p o r t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

t o  do t h e  same. Suppor t  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and c a n d i d a t e s .  
- Appoint "neighborhood o r g a n i z e r s "  t o  b e  a d v i s o r y  t o  and c o n s u l t a t i v e  t o  neigh-  

borhood g roups  and a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a  l a  Toron to .  
?. Need f o r  adequa te  r e n t a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing .  

- - F r e e z e ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  and where r e q u i r e d ,  on d e m o l i t i o n s .  
- T a x a t i o n  and o t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f l i p p i n g  
- Renta l  c o n t r o l s  
- Government r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e  and i n c r e a s e  g reen  s p a c e s .  
- S e n i o r  hous ing  w i t h i n  each  community. 
- A mix o f  s o c i a l ,  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  w i t h i n  each conununity. 
- A mix of co-ops,  condos ,  a p a r t m e n t s ,  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes w i t h i n  each community. 
- C o n t r o l s  on i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  

4 .  Need f o r  comprehensive f a s t ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  "c lean"  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sys tem and 
r e a l i s t i c  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  u s e  of t h e  au tomobi le .  
- B i c y c l e  p a t h s  and l a n e s  th roughou t  t h e  c i t y .  Reduce c y c l i n g  h a z a r d s .  
- Promote c a r  p o o l i n g .  
- Promote energy f r i e n d l y  f u e l s ;  e . g .  meihanol ,  gasoho l .  
- Have b i k e  r a c k s  i n s t a l l e d -  on b u s e s  and a t  s t a t  i o n s .  
- C y c l i s t s  focus  on road  u s e :  Educa t ion ;  E n g i n e e r i n g ;  Enforcement ;  Encouragement 
- Cheap, r a p i d ,  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s i t .  P r o v i d e  s h e l t e r e d  s t o p s .  Schedu les  w e l l  adver-  

t i s e d .  l n t r o d u c e  f r e e  b u s e s  i n  t h e  downtown c o r e .  
- Ban a u t o ~ n o b i l e s  i n  t h e  downtown c o r e .  Downtown p a r k i n g  l o t s  t o  p a r k l g r e e n s p a c e .  
- Make p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  d i s a b l e d ;  i .e .  w h e e l c h a i r s  
- A d v e r t i s e  t h e  s a f e t y ,  r a p i d i t y ,  e f f i c i e n c y  f e a t u r e s  o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
- I n c r e a s e  t h e  number of t r o l l e y  b u s e s .  
- Prov ide  bus  l a n e s  
- I n t r o d u c e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  mesh w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  r i d e r s ;  e  .g .  b i g g e r ,  r e g u l a r  and 

s m a l l e r - s i z e d  b u s e s .  
- l n t e g r a t e  t r a n s i t  w i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  p l a n n i n g  and development 
- Make b i c y c l e  e d u c a t i o n  mandatory i n  t h e  s c h o o l  sys tem 
- Conver t  a l l  g a s  & d i e s e l  b u s e s  and p u b l i c  v e h i c l e s  t o  propanelLNG immediate ly  
- Prov ide  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s i o n s .  - 5 .  Need f o r  comprehensive r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s .  

3 - Focus on Vancouver a s  a  " l i v e a b l e " ,  n o t  a  " v i s i t a b l e "  c i t y .  
- Make p a r k s  more a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  d i s a b l e d .  
- S t o p  t h e  expans ion  of t h e  zoo f n  S t a n l e y  P a r k .  ,-> 



10 j - R e h a b i l i t a t e  S t i l l  Creek and i t s  b r a n c h e s ,  and o t h e r  c r e e k s  
- Rein t roduce  f i s h  i n t o  t h e  c r e e k s  
- Prov ide  a f f o r d a b l e  f r e e  u s e  o f  T r o u t  Lake,  Lost  Lagoon, Beaver Lake f o r  canoe- 

i n g ,  row-boat i n g ,  r e c r e a t i o n .  
- P l a c e  b a r r i c a d e s  on some s t r e e t s  and i n t r o d u c e  mini-parks  
- I n s i s t  t h a t  r a i l w a y  r i g h t  of ways b e  g reened  
- E s t a b l i s h  networks  f o r  c y c l i n g  and wa lk ing  p a t h s  t o  connec t  s t r e a m s ,  l a k e s  and 

beaches  
- Green remaining p a r k i n g  l o t s  & p r e s e r v e  e x i s t i n g  underdeveloped g r e e n  s p a c e s .  
- Save shade  t r e e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on bou levards  and on p r i v a t e  l a n d  
- Continue p l a n t i n g  v a r i o u s  t r e e s  on b o u l e v a r d s .  
- Prov ide  underwater  mar ine  p a r k s  f o r  d i v i n g .  
- P r e s e r v e  F r a s e r  R ive r  e s t u a r y  and wet l a n d s .  
- I n c r e a s e  t h e  number and s i z e  of e a s t s i d e  p a r k s .  
- E s t a b l i s h  V i c t o r i a i ~ r a s e r  Marine P a r k  and S o u t h l a n d s  Marine Park .  
- Promote t h e  s k y t r a i n  a s  a  l i n e a r  p a r k .  
- Stop  t h e  p r i v a t i z a t i o n ,  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n ,  o f  p a r k s ,  PNE, g o l f  c o u r s e s .  
- No f u r t h e r  encroachments  of . h i g h r i s e s  s h a d i n g  beaches ,  p a r k s  & p u b l i c  s p a c e s .  
- Ensure  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  p a r k s ;  e . g .  Crab Park .  
- I n v o l v e  each community i n  v i s i o n i n g ,  p l a n n i n g  and implementing a  d i s t i n c t i v e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f o r  i ts  neighborhood p a r k s .  
- P l a n t  t r e e s  i n  each pa rk .  
- Ensure t h a t  p a r k s  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e ,  p r o v i d e  s a f e ,  c r e a t i v e ,  w e l l  equipped e n v i r -  

onment f o r  c h i l d r e n .  
- Pronlote a s  many u s e s  a s  p o s s i b l e  of each  p a r k  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y i n g  on s i n g l e  

pu rpos  u s e ;  e . g .  a s  w i t h  g o l f  c o u r s e s .  

6 .  A need t o  s t o p  f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  environment and t o  implement a  
comprehensive program t o  improve i t s  q u a l i t y .  
- C o n s t r u c t i o n  of new h o u s i n g  s h o u l d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t ,  n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  

h a b i t a t  ; e .g .  on e s t u a r i e s ,  f a r m l a n d s .  
- Ban a u t o s  i n  downtown c o r e .  Turn downtown pa rk ing  l o t s  i n t o  p a r k s / g r e e n s p a c e s .  
- Conver t  a l l  g a s  & d i e s e l  b u s e s  and p u b l i c  v e h i c l e s  t o  propanelLNG immediate ly .  
- I n c r e a s e  t h e  number of t r o l l e y  b u s e s .  
- Ban p e s t i c i d e s .  
- I n t r o d u c e  speed zones  and q u i e t  zones  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  a u t o s  and t r u c k s .  
- I n s t a l l  two sewer  sys tems:  (1) Biodegradab le  (11) chemica l .  
- I n t r o d u c e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  programs r e :  what t o  do w i t h  chemica l  w a s t e s  and t h e  

impor tance  of c u r b s i d e  r e c y c l i n g .  
- Waste management needs  t o  f o c u s  on IJeduce..~ecycle..Redevelop. - 

An i n a l i e n a b l e  concommitance, l i k e  a p i e c e  o f  paper  hav ing  two s i d e s ,  i s  t h e  human 
need f o r  s p i r i t u a l  p r o g r e s s  and s o c i a l  change. A s  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of PROUT i n  t h e  
l a s t  N e w s l e t t e r ,  t h e s e  changes must b e  o f  a p r o g r e s s i v e  n a t u r e .  4 

'% 



- . .on meeting MLA E l i j a h  Harper 

This  could no t  be t h e  infamous 
Meech Lake Accord k i l l e r .  This  was 

d 
a gentleman; h i s  smile  was warm, h i s  
handshake was warm, h i s  hands w e r e  
s o f t  and he spoke wi th  a s o f t  voice.  
This man was f r i e n d l y .  

He walked through t h e  Soc i a l  S u i t e  
of t h e  Hotel Vancouver making s u r e  
he s a i d  h e l l o  t o  everyone who was 
t he re  t o  welcome him. H i s  s p i r i t  was 
s t rong .  He loves  Canada. He loves  
Canadians and suppor t s  Quebec's d i s -  
t i n c t i v e n e s s .  H e  suppor t s  Aborigin- 
a l  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s .  Margo Kidder 
performed a s h o r t  s k i t  dedicated t o  
M r .  Harper and h i s  e f f o r t s  towards a 
f a i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h i s  country.  

- H e  was smil ing.  It was t h e  s m i l e  

of t he  four  grandfa thers ,  t h e  four  
winds and t h e  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  d i rec-  
t i ons .  H e  is  a man who suppor t s  a 
balance between t h e  four  symbolic 
races  i nhab i t i ng  our  p l ane t .  No, t h i s  

e man was no t  a k i l l e r .  H e  has  a v i s i o n  
of a b e t t e r  Canada f o r  Canadians, 
not  j u s t  abo r ig ina l s .  

E l i j a h  Harper s ee s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
genocide being p rac t i ced  by our  Fed- 
e r a l  Government. These p o l i c i e s  have 
remained v i r t u a l l y  una l t e r ed  through- 
out  our  h i s t o r y  i n  Canada. Examples 
of t h i s  a r e  many: 
- In  1880 S i r  John A. MacDonald, 

speaking a s  Minis te r  of Indian 
A f f a i r s ,  s t a t e d  government po l i cy  
was t o  "wean them by slow degrees  4 from t h e i r  nomadic h a b i t s ,  which have 
become almost an i n s t i n c t ,  and by 
slow degrees  absorb them on t h e  land.  
Meantime they must be f a i r l y  protec-  

? *-s4 ted." 
- I n  1920 deputy superintendant  

genera l  of Ind ian  A f f a i r s  spoke t o  
a s p e c i a l  committee of t h e  House of 
Commons on proposed changes i n  t h e  
enfranchisement provis ions  of t h e  
Indian Act: "Our ob j ec t  is t o  cont in-  

ue u n t i l  t h e r e  is  not  a s i n g l e  Indian 
i n  Canada t h a t  has no t  been absorbed 
i n  t h e  body p o l i t i c  and t h e r e  i s  no 
quest ion,  and no Indian department, 
t h a t  is t h e  whole ob j ec t  of t h i s  b i l l 1 '  
- In  1950 Minis ter  Walter E.  Ha r r i s :  

"The u l t ima te  goal  of our  Indian 
pol icy  i s  i n t e g r a t i o n  bf t h e  In- 

d i ans  i n t o  t h e  genera l  l i f e  and econ- 
omy of t h e  country.  It i s  recognized 
however t h a t  during a temporary t ran-  
s i t i o n  per iod ... s p e c i a l  treatment and 
l e g i s l a t i o n  a r e  necessary." 

Someone s p e c i a l  was needed by the  
a b o r i g i n a l s  t o  say "no" t o  t h e  arro-  
gance i n  t h e  Meech Lake Accord. That 
man is  E l i j a h  Harper. Not only t h e  
F i r s t  Nations,  but  a l l  Canadians 
should be proud of t h i s  man. H i s  
h e a r t  and h i s  s p i r i t  s e t  an example 
we can a l l  follow. The p o t e n t i a l  i s  
there .  E l i j a h  Harper i s  lead ing  i n  
t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  The pa th  can 
never be  easy f o r  a g r e a t  na t ion .  
Was i t  ever  meant t o  be? 

The s t r e n g t h  i s  t h e r e  t o  be found. 
E l i j a h  Harper found i t .  Can w e  fo l -  
low h i s  pa th  i n  t h i s  nation-building? 

I enjoyed welcoming him t o  Vancou- 
ver .  So d id  everyone e l s e  a t  t h e  re- 
cep t ion  held a t  t h e  Hotel Vancouver. 
I f e l t  proud t o  be t he re .  I am proud 
of E l i j a h  Harper 's  courage and vo l i -  
t i o n  throughout.  

By WAYNE KELLAND 
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Editor, 

Even it falls far short of what was 
expected, Canada now has a national 
AIDS strategy. Where is British Col- 
umbia's though? Why are we the only 
province which doesn't provide AZT at 
no cost to people with AIDS as a 
means of retarding the progress of 
the disease; as cyclosporin is pro- 
vided to organ transplant patients? 
Why won't the government help build 

an AIDS hospice in the West End where 
it's needed the most? 
Why won't the government adequately 

fund worthwhile community organiza- 
tions such as AIDS Vancouver and the 
PWA Coalition, especially in-client 
service programmes? 
These are three important questions 

both Health Minister John Jansen and 
the Social Credit government have 
not effectively responded to. 

Darren Lowe 

~et's Hear from Oakalla 

A letter came from Darren Lowe to 
inform those interested that he had 
been named chairperson of the Citi- 
zen's Advisory Board to Corrections. 
At the end it says, "projects ... in- 
clude the monitoring of food ser- 
vices at Oakalla.. ." 
Rumour has it that the food ser- 

vices at Oakalla were privatized. It 
is time that inmates (or recent in- 
mates) write a letter or ten on the 
quality, quantity and affordability 
of goods & food in this prime ex- 
ample of a Vancouver regional jail. 
~et's hear from you! 

Editor 

CONDEMNED 

Society says 

education 
and skills 
are most 
necessary 
I think 
sometimes 
it kills 
Communication 
must be more 
than that 
I know people 
who are scared to speak 

cause they don't 
talk good 
couldn't write 
any better 
pretty bad - 
I had a friend 
who killed himself 
his people 
were very humiliated 
on his note 
he misspelled 
suicide 
on his grave 
I wrote 
George is dead, died 

, and gone to Hell 
' cuse he 
couldn't spell 

4 ;  3 , 

N'ingin Snapping Turtle 



VANCOUVE R'S NEEDLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus  (HIV)- ' p a r t n e r .  Moreover, women seem t o  be  
a s s o c i a t e d  d i s e a s e  i n  North America p a r t i c u l a r l y  prone t o  being coerced in -  
h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a f f e c t e d  predominant- , 
l y  homosexual and b i s e x u a l  males.  How- 

t o  r i s k y  s e x u a l  behaviour .  
Exper ience t o  d a t e  has  revea led  t h a t  

e v e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  changing a s  , a non-judgemental approach which pro- 
e v e r  more women and chi ldren a r e  be- ; v i d e s  r i sk - reduc ing  o p t i o n s ,  f a c i l i -  
coming i n f e c t e d .  Although p a r t  of t h e  I t a t e s  e n t r y  i n t o  t reatment  f o r  subs- 
reason f o r  such a change is  t ransmiss -  t a n c e  abuse ,  and encourages both  s a f e r  
ion  through h e t e r o s e x u a l  c o n t a c t  in-  i n j e c t i o n  and s e x u a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  is b e s t  
vo lv ing  b i s e x u a l  men, t h e  main condui t  t o  stem t h e  sp read  of H I V  i n  t h e  I V D U  
appears  t o  be  through in t ravenous  drug popula t ion .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  among 
u s e r s  (IVDU). H I V  is spread  among IVDU endeavors a r e  t h e  mul t i - face ted  
through s h a r i n g  of "needles" and then  n e e d l e  exchange programs. 
is passed e i t h e r  t o  t h e i r  non-using ; The Vancouvkr Situation 

through 'Ontact,  O r  I I n  B C ,  between July 1987 and October 
t h e i r  unborn c h i l d  i f  an i n f e c t e d  mom. 1988, the percentage of AIDS cases in 

IVDUs share at some time dur- non-homosexual I V D U s  almost doubled 
i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e  i from 1.8% t o  3%. During t h e  same per iod  reasons  f o r  s h a r i n g  a r e :  1. Access - t h e  pe rcen tage  i n  women more than  
the lack a b a i l a b l e  and af- doubled from 1.6% t o  3 - 5 2 ,  and t h e  per- 
f o r d a b l e  c l e a n  "works1'; 2 .  Legal - centage of AIDS c a s e s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  
possession drug-re1ated parapher- S o l e l y  t o  he te rosexua l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
n a l i a  is  i l l e g a l  i n  some a r e a s ;  and went from 0.8% t o  3.6%. Although t h e s e  
3. S o c i a l  - t h e  r i t u a l  a s p e c t  of f i g u r e s  were d i s c o n c e r t i n g  on t h e  one 
"sharing".  hand they were encouraging on the o t h e r ,  

sharing is very ef- i, t h a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  Vancouver a r e a ,  
f e c t i v e  due t o  t h e  t r a n s f u s i o n  of in-  which has 88% of B C l s  cases, still had 
f e c t e d  blood and i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a r e l a t i v e l y  low l e v e l s  of AIDS c a s e s  i n  
contaminated n e e d l e  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a ' b o t h  in t ravenous  drug u s e r s  and women. 
v e i n .  S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  seem t o  enhance 

I These figures are supported by what 
t h i s  p rocess  f u r t h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

I scan ty  evidence i s  a v a i l a b l e  on sero-  
number partners shared with and the , prevalence.  Hence, it  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  
use of , Vancouver would be  an a p p r o p r i a t e  a r e a  
t h e  wi thdrawal  s t a t e  o f t e n  l e a d s  t o  f o r  a n e e d l e  exchange program. A pro- 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h a r i n g .  posa l  was put  forward t o  Vancouver 

Spread o u t s i d e  of t h e  WDU community City Council in early 1989 fo r  a 
is  mainly through s e x u a l  c o n t a c t .  Ill- trial. 
i c i t  drub use  g i v e s  rise t o  unsafe  and 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s e x u a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  and Program I n c e p t i o n  
decreased u s e  of c o n t r a c e p t i v e  dev ices .  ' C i t y  Council  approved t h e  p roposa l  
Cocaine p a r t i c u l a r l y  is  no ted  f o r  e l i -  i n  e a r l y  February,  1989, w i t h  fund- 
c i t i n g  impuls ive ,  hypersexual  behaviour .  i n g  ($100,000) i n  t h e  form of a 
Males, who c o n s t i t u t e  a d i s t i n c t  major- g ran t  t o  a l o c a l  agency.  he Down- 
i t y  of I V D U s  a r e  more l i k e l y  than  fem- town E a s t s i d e  Youth A c t i v i t i e s  Soc ie ty  
a l e s  t o  have a non-user a s  a s e x u a l  (DEYAS) was chosen due t o  i t s  l o c a t i o n  



i t s  longstanding r e p u t a t i o n  i n ,  
exper ience  w i t h ,  and knowledge of t h e  
popula t ion  of drug u s e r s  i n  Vancouver. 
The North Hea l th  Unit of t h e  Vancou- 
v e r  Heal th  Dept. (VHD) was ass igned  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of oversee ing  t h e  
program, providing t h e  needed s u p p l i e s  
of s y r i n g e s  and condoms, and a f f o r d i n g  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  inpu t  and guidance.  The 
l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i x e d  s i t e  of t h e  
program was s e l e c t e d  a t  Z W a i n  S t . ,  
an o f f i c e  space juxtaposed t o  DEYAS. 
Two workers ,  chosen f o r  t h e i r  m a t u r i t y  
exper ience ,  s t r e e t  s m a r t s ,  and v a l u e s  
and a t t i t u d e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a l t e r -  
n a t e  l i f e s t y l e s ,  were h i r e d  and under- 
went two weeks of o r i e n t a t i o n .  P a r t i -  
c u l a r  s t r e s s  was given t o  t h e  s a f e  
hand l ing  of used s y r i n g e s  and t h e  need 
f o r  hepa t  i t  is  B immunization. 

Program Approach 
During t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  of t h e  

program, s t r e s s  was given t o  t h e  need 
f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  and t h e  engender- 
i n g  of t r u s t  i n  t h e  c l i e n t e l e .  To en- 
s u r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  a  code based on 
a  number, d a t e  of b i r t h  and i n i t i a l s  
w a s  used,  and t h e  r a c e ,  gender ,  d a t e  
of v i s i t ,  number of s y r i n g e s  given ou t  
and taken i n  a t  each v i s i t ,  and r e f e r -  
rals t o  o t h e r  agenc ies  were recorded.  
I n  o r d e r  t o  engender t r u s t ,  i t  was 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  program needed t o  b e  a s  
unobt rus ive  a s  p o s s i b l e .  There fore ,  no 
resea rch  o r  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  was done 
a t  t h e  s tart  of t h e  program. In  addi-  
t i o n ,  it was decided n o t  t o  push a  
one-for-one exchange of s y r i n g e s ,  b u t  
r a t h e r  l e t  people know t h a t  t h i s  was 
necessa ry  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  
program i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Attempts were 
made t o  accommodate t h e  p r e f e r e n c e s  of 
t h e  c l i e n t e l e  wi th  regard  t o  n e e d l e  
and condom types .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  abuse of t h e  nee- 
d l e  exchange, it was decided t o  g i v e  
o u t  on ly  two " r i g s "  a t  a  t ime  and a l s o  
t o  check f o r  t r a c k  marks t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  people  us ing  t h e  exchange 

were indeed IVDUs. Very e a r l y  on, it 
became ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  f i x e d  s i t e  was 
n o t  r each ing  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of I V D U s .  
Thus, it was decided t o  e f f e c t  out-  
reach by s e t t i n g  up a t a b l e  i n  t h e  
G r a n v i l l e  Mal l ,  doing "walkabout" t o u r s  
of t h e  Mt.Pleasant ,  G r a n v i l l e  and Down 
town E a s t s i d e  areas, and u s i n g  a van 
i n  c e r t a i n  l o c a l e s .  

Overa l l  t h e  t h r u s t  of t h e  program 
was t o  acknowledge t h e  ~ r o b l e m s  of in- 
t ravenous drug use  and t o  d e a l  w i t h  it  
a s  a f a c t  of l i f e .  We a l s o  a t tempted 
t o  g ive  t h e  message t h a t  t h e  n e e d l e  ex- 
change program was a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  t h a t  
Vancouver c a r e s  about  b o t h  i t s  c i t i z e n s  
involved w i t h  in t ravenous  drugs  and 
t h o s e  w i t h  whom they  have s o c i a l  con- 
t a c t .  
Program Components 

Although t h e  focus  was o s t e n s i b l y  
on need le  exchange, t h e  program was 
a c t u a l l y  h o l i s t i c  i n  n a t u r e .  Based on 
t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  it  is b e s t  f o r  peop le  
n o t  t o  u s e  in t ravenous  d r u g s ,  connec- 
t i o n s  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
a d d i c t i o n s  were seen  a s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  
o r d e r  t o  e x p e d i t e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n t e r -  
ven t ion .  The workers were t r a i n e d  t o  
g ive  o u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  materials and ad- 
v i c e  on H I V  and i ts  means of s p r e a d ,  
s a f e  s e x  and s a f e  i n j e c t i o n  t echn ique .  
To supply t h e  means t o  e f f e c t  such ad- 
v i c e ,  s y r i n g e s ,  t h e  means t o  c l e a n  
them, and condoms were given o u t .  Be- 
cause  I V D U s  a r e  a h i g h - r i s k  group,  a  
medical  c l i n i c  was s e t  up i n  DEYAS 
nex t  door t o  t h e  exchange s i t e .  T h i s  
co-operat ive  endeavor among t h e  VHD, 
DEYAS and t h e  BC Government p rov ides  
phys ic ian  s e r v i c e s  i n  E n g l i s h  and Spa- 
n i s h  two evenings  a  week. Connections 
w i t h  o t h e r  community a g e n c i e s  such a s  
medical ,  AIDS-related and s o c i a l  s e r -  
v i c e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Problems Encountered 
The advent of t h e  n e e d l e  exchange 

program i n  Vancouver was n o t  wi thou t  



its problems. There were numerous a l -  
l ega t ions  t h a t  t h e  program was causing 
many more needles  t o  be  discarded i n  
t h e  s t r e e t s ,  parks ,  and school  yards .  
Routine checking by t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  
program revealed t h a t  t h e  needles  d i s -  
carded i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  and o t h e r  a r ea s  
were no t  i n  t h e  main t h e  brand used by 
t h e  program. Moreover, checking wi th  
var ious  organiza t ions  i n  t h e  Ci ty  re- 
vealed t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no more needles  
being found on t h e  s t r e e t s  than be fo re  
t h e  program, and a s  a mat te r  of f a c t  
many f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  were fewer s i n c e  
t h e  program s t a r t e d .  Of no t e  were t h e  
reques t s  received from many f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  "sharps" conta iners  f o r  use on 
t h e i r  premises.  

Fears were expressed i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  
t h e  program would encourage drug use.  
Of p a r t i c u l a r  concern was t h e  commenc- 
ement of intravenous by youth, bu t  ex- 
per ience showed t h a t  people us ing  t h e  
program were a l ready  e s t a b l i s h e d  use r s .  
Checking of program c l i e n t e l e  f a i l e d  
t o  r evea l  any o t h e r  evidence of such 
i n i t i a t i n g  e f f e c t s  , a conclusion supp- 
o r t e d  by t h e  experience of o t h e r  prog- 
rams. I n  f a c t ,  judging by reques t s  f o r  
r e f e r r a l  t o  add ic t i on  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  
program seemed t o  make it e a s i e r  f o r  
those who saw t h e i r  use .as a problem 
t o  seek he lp .  

The major problem wi th  r e spec t  t o  the  
needle  exchange program was t h e  l ack  of 
add ic t i on  t reatment  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  
Greater Vancouver a rea .  Given t h e  r a th -  
e r  impetuous n a t u r e  of t h i s  populat ion,  
t h e  two-month wai t ing  l ist which was 
common f o r  admission t o  most t reatment  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  proved t o  be  an insurmount- 
ab l e  b a r r i e r .  There were o f t e n  wa i t s  
f o r  d e t o x i f i c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  . Moreover 
very few f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  geared t o  youth 
o r  t o  add ic t i ons  t o  chemicals o t h e r  
than a l coho l ,  most no tab ly  cocaine.  It 
was a l s o  a major problem t o  a s c e r t a i n  
which f a c i l i t i e s  had vacancies  and 
which had n o t ,  . as  t h e r e  is no co-ordi- 

na t  ing  body f o r  addic t  ion t reatment  
f a c i l i t i e s .  

The approximately 2,600 ind iv idua l  
u se r s  who had r e g i s t e r e d  with t h e  pro- 
gram a s  of t h e  end of October ( '89)  
va r i ed  wi th  r e spec t  t o  age,  s ex  and 
r ace ,  depending on t h e  a r ea .  Not only 
does t h i s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  broad appeal of 
t h e  program, it a l s o  r e f l e c t s  i ts  f lex-  
i b i l i t y  i n  terms of outreach s e r v i c e s .  
The f i xed  s i t e  i n  t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  
a r ea  appears t o  draw t h e  o lde r  u se r ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  of he ro in ,  and a l a r g e r  
segment of t h e  Native community. In 
c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  Granvi l le  Mall a r e a ,  
known f o r  i ts population of s t r e e t  
youth and i t i n e r a n t s ,  fu rn ishes  a l o t  
of young Caucasians. The Mt-Pleasant 
a r e a ,  charac te r ized  by a l a r g e  popula- 
t i o n  of immigrants from South America 
a s  we l l  a s  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  provides a 
c l i e n t e l e  r i c h  i n  both females and 
Lat inos.  Notable success  i n  t h e  outreach 
endeavors was achieved by using a van, 
known on t h e  s t r e e t  a s  being "neu t r a l  
and unof f i c i a l " .  Even though these  f i g -  
u r e s  a r e  encouraging, it  is  assumed 
t h a t  w e  a r e  drawing only a s m a l l  f rac-  
t i o n  of ~ a n c o u v e r ' s  IVDU populat ion,  
which i s  est imated t o  be  4 t o  5 t imes 
t h e  number of people r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  
program. Thus, it is necessary t o  de- 
v i s e  more c r e a t i v e  outreach endeavors 
t o  reach some of t h e  remaining IVDU 
community. 

I n  s e t t i n g  up t h e  needle  exchange 
program, w e  decided t o  be non-judgemen- 
t a l  and accept ing  i n  our approach, a s  
have o the r  programs around t h e  world. 
Such an approach serves  t o  "normalize" 
t h e  program, thereby c r e a t i n g  a mi l ieu  
i n  which t h e  IVDU can f e e l  f r e e  t o  fun+ 
c t  ion a s  s / h e  would. It a l s o  g ives  t h e  
IVDU "ownership" of t h e  program. It was 
hoped t h a t  such would allow t h e  IVDU t o  
adopt a respons ib le  a t t i t u d e  towards 
h e r / h i s  drug use and i t s  impl ica t ions .  
To d a t e  t h e r e  is  some evidence t h a t  
t h i s  has  indeed been t h e  case.  For ex- 



ample, t h e  rap id  r i s e  i n  t h e  exchange , t i o n ,  a s  t h e  program g e t s  b e t t e r  known 
r a t e  and t h e  i nc rease  i n  t h e  number of 
r egu la r  u se r s  demonstrates i nc reas ing ly  
respons ib le  behaviour,  a s  does t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  u se r s  a r e  r e tu rn ing  sy- 
r inges  without exchange. Many I V D U s  a r e  
request ing r e f e r r a l  f o r  medical and 
counsel l ing reasons,  H I V  t e s t i n g  and 
counse l l ing  and in t e rven t ion  wi th  res-  
pec t  t o  t h e i r  substance addic t ion .  The 
l a t t e r  i s  very encouraging s i n c e  we re- 
cognize t h a t  many I V D U s  a r e  e i t h e r  un- 
w i l l i n g  o r  incapable  of s topping  t h e i r  
drug use. I t  i s  worth s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  
t h e  r a t e  of exchange i n  Vancouver's 
program is  exceeded only by t h e  program 
i n  Amsterdam i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  o r  s o  major programs i n  
t h e  world have been running f o r  s e v e r a l  
years .  

A s  we l e a r n  more about our c l i e n t s  
I 

and t h e  var ious  a reas  where they hang 
ou t ,  we a r e  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  s e r v i c e s  
more app rop r i a t e  t o  them. With our  out- 
reach se rv i ce s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  t h e  
van, we seem t o  be cap tur ing  a  sub- 
population not  reached before .  I n  addi- 

and t r u s t e d  by t h e  c l i e n t s  and communi- 
t y  agenc ies ,  w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  ever  increa-  
s ing  reques t s  f o r  a  wide v a r i e t y  of s e r -  
vices .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  no t e ,  s i n c e  our 
u l t imate  i d e a l  i s  t o  ge t  people o f f  
intravenous drugs e n t i r e l y ,  a r e  t h e  
reques t s  f o r  add ic t i on  t rea tment .  

Even i f  one case  of HIV-related d i s -  
ea se  i s  prevented by t h e  program, t h e  
savings from t h e  unnecessary r e s u l t a n t  
medical ca re  a lone  would pay f o r  t h e  
program, t o  say  nothing of t h e  savings 
i n  human s u f f e r i n g .  

John Turvey, Dr.John Blatherwick 
D r .  John Bardsley 
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C O M M I T  H A R I  K A R I .  
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R I S E  A B O V E  T H E  P L A N E  O F  E M O T I O N A L  



Edi tor :  

I a m  asking t h e  people i n  t he  com- 
munity f o r  t h e i r  suppor t ,  i n  hopes 
t h a t  w e  can ge t  a  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t  a t  
the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Powell, Alexan- 
de r  and C a r r a l l  s t r e e t s  - which i s  
i n  f ron t  of Gassy Jack ' s  s t a t u e .  

J u s t  l a s t  month, and a  couple of ' 

o the r  t imes, I was almost h i t  by a  
vehic le  t r a v e l l i n g  a t  a high speed 
through t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Fortun- 
a t e l y ,  t he  man got out  of h i s  t r uck  
and apologized because he d i d n ' t  
know the re  was a  crosswalk. 

Since t h i s  i nc iden t  I have t a lked  
with a few people about t h e  cross-  
walk, and many have agreed t h a t  
t he re  should be a  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t  
a s  w e l l  a s  b e t t e r  crosswalk s igns .  

Thank you f o r  your support .  Be- 
low i s  a  sign-up shee t  which w i l l  be 
s e n t  t o  Ci ty  Hal l ,  t o  t he  Mayor and 
t o  t he  Engineering Dept. I f  you 
have t i m e  p l ea se  w r i t e  down your 
concerns and leave  them a t  t he  f r o n t  
desk of Carnegie f o r  m e  and I w i l l  
take i t  t o  Ci ty  Hal l .  

Margaret Prevost  

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

We t h e  unde r s igned  h e r e b y  p e t i t i o n  t h e  C i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  a Tf  
s i g n a l  l i g h t  a n d  b e t t e r  t r a f f i c  s i g n s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  
Gastown, in f r o n t  of t h e  G a s s y  J a c k  S t a t u e .  

I t  is a major  c o n c e r n  of t h e  p e o p l e  (mo the r s ,  s e n i o r s  4 4 

a n d  d i s a b l e d  peop le )  in  t h e  Downtown Area. 

I NAME ADDRESS 1 
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I 100% dedicated: To unite in brother- 
I hood all of aboriginal first nations 

MOHAWK CHIEF MITCHELL'S MISSION culture, language, legends, tradi- 
Along with the majestic poise and tions and to work by and for them- 

dignity of Elijah Harper's firmly selves, on their own, for self gov- 

spoken 'NO' to the Meech Lake plot ernment, education and justice with 

there stands, in my humble opinion, no outside interference. 
Mike Mitchell, a Mohawk Chief from The sentiments and deep feelings 
the Akwasasne Reserve, of equally so forcefully expressed should arouse 

high stature, strong support from all members of 

Chief Mitchell's address to all the First Nations' aboriginal people 

the First Nations was broadcast on with a rejuvenation of a sense of 

national media. He spoke eloquently identity and personal pride. 
and with justifiable pride, and with Chief Mitchell's address should 

so much vigor and conviction that I be replicated a thousand times and 

was very, very moved. distributed all over north america. 

He has a mission to which he is Wilfrid Barbeau 

T 
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THE VALUE OF 3 / 4  TIME 

I've stopped washing my clothes; 
It's just not important anymore. 
I smell of a coward losing the will 
To stay with the battle of poverty war. 

Two solid hours intthe laundry room 
Is dead time in the scope of things, 
But a clean reward resurrects fRom A 
~ i f t  horse with T.V. commercial wings. 

But look in the mouth: jeans are still 
damp; Little white beads of soap like 
spider eggs; 
3 quarters gone but there's still time 
To stand around on aching legs. 

not to fold - more decisions- 
sh & wear conundrums whipped into the bag, 

One unmatched sock on top of the pile; 
For all my time, I inherit a rag. 
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I want t o  thank  E t i e n n e  Szekely  t o r  h i s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  i d e a s  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
communicate, & L a i l a  Bergens f o r  s o  c o ~ l -  
s i s t e n t l y  t r y i n g  t o  prove I ' m  a n  i d i o t  
who d o e s n ' t  know what h e ' s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  

T h e r e ' s  no way I c o u l d  t a k e  a l l  t h e  t ime 
& space  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  h e r  convol-  
u ted  6 combative m a l y s i s  p o i n t  by p o i n t ,  
b u t  h e r e  a r e  a few t h o u g h t s  i l l  r e a c t i o n  t o  
h e r  l a s t  w r i t i n g :  

She s a y s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a  s o c i e t y  can be 
made up o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who communicate & 
a c t  uncompro~nis ingly  o u t  of t h e i r  d e e p e s t  
wishes  & h i g h e s t  i d e a l s  i s  a n  " i r r a t i o n a l  
f a n t a s y  . I 1  

I f  i t  i s ,  i t ' s  an  i r r a t i o n a l  f a n t a s y  
t h a t  human b e i n g s  b u i l t  t h e i r  l i v e s  around 

.. f o r  t h w s a n d s  upon thousands  o f  y e a r s ,  be- 
f o r e  t h e  v i c i o u s  p r i d e  & a v a r i c e  o f  "sup- 
e r i o r "  European t h i n k i n g  descended upon 
them. 

Tf 1 , a i l a  cou l?  comprehend t h e  purpose  & 
phi losophy behind t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t a l k i n g  
s t i c k  by a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e s ,  s h e  might 
c a t c h  a  g l impse  o f  somc~thing t h a t  goes  be- 
yond ~ o c r a t e h '  rednc c k  m c n t a l i t  y .  

Pass ing  a s t i c k ,  s t o n e ,  o r  m e c j i c ~ n e  bun- 
d l e  aruund a  c i r c l e  might  a t  f i r s t  seem 
c h i l d i s h  h " p r i m i t i v e "  t o  1 , a i l a  's "sophis-  
t i c a t e d "  European mind - b u t  t h i s  s i m p l e  
method of communication e f  f e c  t i v e l y  e l im- -  
i n a t e d  t h e  kind of a r g u m e n t a t i v e  d e s t r u c -  
t l v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  compet i t  ion  L a i l a  
t h r l v c s  on from t h e  c i r c l e  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  
soc  i c  t y  . 

As each pe r son  t a k e s  t h e  t a l k i n g  s t i c k  
i n  hand, t h e y  a r c  expec ted  t o  s p e a k  from 
t h e i r  h e a r t  & mind e x a c t l y  t h o s e  "det,pc s t  
wishes  & h i g h e s t  i d e a l s "  whlch L a l l n  s a v s  
t anno t  form t h e  b a s i s  of s o c i e ~ y .  N o  one  lC, 

a l lowed  t o  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  s p e a k e r  & even i f  
he o r  she  remain., s i l e n t  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  
t i rn t ,  a s  l o n g  as tht. s t i c k  is rn  t l ~ t - i z -  
p o s s e s s i o n ,  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  space  is  c,acrc.d 
t o  cve ry  member o f  t h e  group.  Each one 111 

t u r n  becomes t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of r;roup con- 
s c i o u s n e s s ,  & no o n e ' s  h e a r t  & mind i c )  

l c f  t  unheard.  
'There i s  no chdirrnnn, no agenda ,  n o  pow- 

e r  groups  s t r u g f , l i n g  f o r  c o r l t r o l  - n o t h i ~ l g  
is w r i t t e n  down, o n l y  t h e  c i ~ c l e  o f  c o l l -  
e c t i v e  awareness ,  pay ing  a t t c i l  t i011 t,) ezlcl~ 
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h a t  c i r c l e .  

C e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  L a i l a ,  t h i s  is  what 
formed t h e  b a s i c  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  
c o m u n i c a t i o n  & a c t i o n  f o r  many thousands  
of y e a r s  - f a r  l o n g e r  t h a n  "democracy", 
l l b u r e a u ~ r a ~ y ' t  o r  t h e  economic agendas  o f  
a r i s t o c r a t s ,  which dominate  s o c i e t y  today.  

And y e s ,  t h i s  " p r i m i t i v e "  method o f  d o i n g  
t h i n g s  d i d ,  w i t h o u t  a doub t ,  produce & main- 
t a i n  a  s o c i e t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who communi- 
c a t e d  & a c t e d  uncompromisingly o u t  o f  t h e i r  
d e e p e s t  wishes  & h i g h e s t  i d e a l s ,  something 
you can o n l y  imag ine  s a n  " i r r a t i o n a l  fan-  
t a s y . "  Admi t t ed ly ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  i d e a l s  & 
d e e p e s t  w i s h e s  communicated today  th rough  
t h e  t a l k i n g  s t i c k  do  n o t  have t h e  same in- 
f l u e n c e  on s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h e y  once  had - 
but  t h a t  is o u r  m i s f o r t u n e .  

T h i s  h a s  come a l o n g  way from t h e  i d e a  o f  
t n e  o f  a l i e n a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  soc-  
i e t y  ... which i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  you r e f e r  t o  
as " s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n " .  I never  used t h a t  
term i n  my w r i t i n g  - " s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n "  i s  
n o t  what I was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a t  a l l ,  & I 
f i n d  your  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p h r a s e ,  & your  
u s e  o f  i t  t o  be  a  v e r y  s u b v e r s i v e  & d i s -  
h o n e s t  t a c t i c  i n  t h i s  d e b a t e  - a p p a r e n t l y  
you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  conv ince  o u r  r e a d e r s  t h a t  
I am promoting a l i e n a t i o n  from s e l f ,  which 
i s  n_ot t h e  c a s e .  

The a l i e n a t i o n  1 was s p e a k i n g  o f  is  t h e  
a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b e i n g  from t h e  
c o l l e c t i v e  image s o c i e t y  a t t e m p t s  t o  impose 
upon i t .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  freedom of  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d i s c o v e r  & be t h e  un ique  per-  
son t h a t  t h e y  a r e .  What c o u l d  be  more 
r e a l i s t i c  t h a n  t h a t ?  

I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  s e e  how you can  a c c u s e  m e  
of " l e t h a r g i c  se l f - indu lgence1 ' ,  " i s o l a t i o n -  
i s t  escapism",  " c r i s i s  t h i n k i n g " ,  " i l l u s o r y  
o b j e c t i v i t y " ,  e t c .  

You seem t.o c a r r y  q u i t e  an  a r s e n a l  of 
l n t c l l t c t u a l  weapons t o  h u r l  a t  t h o s e  you 
d i s a g r e e  w i t h .  Remember, I'm n o t  t h e  one 
who s t a r t e d  t h i s  f i e r c e  w r a n g l i n g  o v e r  a  
few smplc .  idc a s .  

k i n a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  what P l n t o  
in?)' 1 x 1 ~ ~  ti~ouglrc dbout  a  "drugged psyche" 
. . . tile u a t u r a l l y  psycho-ac t i v e  med ic ines  o f  
t h e  i h r t h  a r e  ~ l i c r e  t o  be used - n o t  a b u s e d ,  
L b e s i d e s .  B m b i  & Thumper e a t  p s y l o s i b i n  
~i~ushrooms & r rn r i juana  p l a n t s  i n  s e a s o n ,  s o  
why c a n ' t  we? 

TO KA 



A BASEBALL UMPIRE'S WORK CODE! 

Be f i rm  - be g e n t l e ,  t oe  t he  l i n e  
Control a l l  innings - one t h r u  n ine  
Extend o f f i c i a l s  cour tesy  
Mete ou t  j u s t i c e  - not  tyranny. 

Be d i s c i p l i n e d  - have se l f - r e spec t  
Ignore cantankerous hen-pecked 
Objectors who do not  agree  
You c a l l  'em a l l  j u s t  a s  you see.  

~ o n ' t  c a l l  ' e m  e a r l y  nor  too  l a t e  
On bases  o r  behind t h e  p l a t e  
1t's more important t o  be r i g h t  
Than t o  i ~ v o k e  the  law of might 

Have t o l e r a t i o n  - understand 
Be w i l l i n g  always t o  lend a  hand 
To fe l low umpires i f  they need 
Your he lp  due t o  h t e  a c t i o n ' s  speed. 

Your s e l f - con t ro l  must add p r e s t i g e  
Of moods and f lare-ups no v e s t i g e  
Must you a l low throughout t h e  game 
Be coo l  - be smooth - an even same. 

Discr iminat ion never hold 
Such is  aga ins t  an umpire 's  code 
Nor grudges c a r r y  day t o  day 
Give t r u t h f u l  r u l i n g s  a l l  t h e  way. 

0 0 . 0 0 * e e e e e  

ABSENCE OF ALICE 

: Alice i s  an a l i a s ,  
1- I chose i t  f o r  he r  because 
rY she  kept d i sappear ing  through 

s t a i r w e l l  r a b b i t  ho les  and 
s t a ined  g l a s s  mi r ro r s ,  
l eav ing  only a  glimpse of he r  
flaming pony t a i l  t o  show 
she had j u s t  pa s t .  

Al ice  i s  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t ;  

1 f a woman of he r  t i m e ,  

xi, and time i s  her  l i f e  g l a s s  
which she keeps f i l l e d  t o  t h e  top.  

I Garry Gust 

Be calm, a l e r t ,  remember too 
Fans come t o  s ee  t h e  game--not you 
So above your a u t h o r i t y  
Place your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

See t o  i t  t h a t  you do comply 
With a l l  t h e  r u l e s  and don ' t  deny 
That you a r e  not  i n f a l l i b l e  
Tho' guard wel l  - be not g u l l i b l e .  

Conduct yourse l f  with d i g n i t y  
Nor l o s e  t h e  warmth of mor ta l  man 
Think twice awarding pena l ty  
Then do so  q u i e t l y  i f  you can 

Embarrass no t  one s i n g l e  sou l  
And bear  i n  mind your only goal  
With favour and wi th  f e a r  anon 
Impar t i a l l y  - make dec is ion .  

F i r s t  t h ink  of o t h e r s  who play b a l l  
Yourself t h e  l e a s t  and l a s t  of a l l  
~ o n ' t  b i t e  on "Good c a l l ! "  umpire b a i t  
Allow no t  your ego t o  i n f l a t e .  

B e  modest, humble, on t h e  b a l l  
Don't e l e v a t e  yourse l f  t o  f a l l  
B e  t r u e  b lue ,  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  end 
Your conscience must remain your f r i end .  

Then when you leave  t h e  f i e l d  of play 
Af t e r  a  very  t r y i n g  day 
To p r a i s e  o r  f l a t ' r y  t u r n  deaf e a r  
Hark we l l  t o  c r i t i c i s m  near .  

S t r i v e  hard and always give your bes t  
Prepared always t o  f a c e  t h e  t e s t  
Game r egu la t i ons  a r e  your school  
So s tudy t h e  book of r u l e .  

Let c o n s t i t u t i o n  be  your guide 
Associat ion - umpire-wide 
In  such a f f a i r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  
B e  c e r t a i n  t o  a f f i l i a t e .  

Respect your work! Honour your code 
To never s h i r k  t ho '  long t h e  road 
So g ive  t o  a l l  your very  b e s t  
Enthusiasm - Heart and Zest! 

Wilf Barbeau, C .D. 
Ex-baseball Umpire. 
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STEPHEN ! 
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO YOU? 

WE CAN HARDLY RECOGNIZE YOU WHAT WITH YOUR 
NEW CLOTHES AND ATTITUDE. WE LONG FOR THE D m  
YOU RETURN TO US (YOUR FRIENDS) AND FORGET YO?@ 
ABHORENT, MONEY GRUBBING 'WAY s . WE MISS YOUR 

J .  ' 
FRIENDLY SMILE AND KNOBBY KNEES. W'fJAT ABOUT 
PROF. Z ~ D  AND THE N.1.PI.M. PROJECT??? 
PLEASE COME BACK TO US AND LET US KNOW EVERY 

THING IN THE UNIVERSE WILL BE FINE. 
YOUR DOWNCAST FRIENDS 

in the Park across the street, ' this quiet October morn. 

Swallows are chirping; as if 
to call the changing Ways of the 
fickle damp Breezes below. 

The Crows and the Seagulls seem to be hiding 
high above the Balconies 

of Older established building structures. 

There is a hint of strawberry 

mcm; 
Chamomile in the air. 

Nevertheless, it seems that 
jflEDE2 @EN 

foggy Mists are everywhere within. 

Though, somehow, the time does not seem ripe for 
the bold winter Resistance 
to quite yet set in: 

To sigh with clenched front Teeth into 
-E 

I 

the nearly cosmic Weather patterns 
of the Region. 

&~~~~ p$2pNg~'p & 
Roger = 



daun t ing  y e t  u p l i f t i n g .  These a r e  
E d i t o r ,  t h e  Carnegie  News le t t e r .  realms of  t h e  s p i r i t  which many of  u s  

v i s i t  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  then  abandon, un- 
1 t ' s  g o t t e n  ug ly  o u t  t h e r e .  Turn on ! willing to  shed the I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  yet 

t h e  tube  t o  c a t c h  t h e  Na t iona l  and 
t h e r e ' s  t h i s  amazing scene..Imrni- 
g r a n t s  t o  B .C .  d e p i c t e d  a s  a swarm of  

i n s e c t s ,  gobbl ing up o u r  
resources . .Decent  homes m a l i c i o u s l y  
des t royed. .Raid  commercial i n  r e v e r s e .  

I n t r o  t o  documentary on Nazi r a c e  
propaganda f i l m ?  No, i t ' s  a n  ad f o r  
t h e  - Sun! "A f r e s h  p e r s p e c t i v e  - The 
Vancouver Sun." Almost makes me 
wish I h a d n ' t  s topped r e a d i n g  t h i s  
f i l t h  i n  '88,  s o  I could  c a n c e l  my 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  today i n  d i s g u s t .  

Twelve bucks a month f o r  t h i s  d a i l y  
dose  of  rac ism,  sexism, me-too-ism, 
and g e n e r a l  p l a n e t  p o l l u t i o n .  For 
news, e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and i n s p i r a t i o n ,  
t h e  Carnegie  News le t t e r  proves  a g a i n  
t h a t  t h e  b e s t  i n  l i f e  i s  f r e e .  

Gar ry ' s  c a r t o o n s  a r e  s imple  and 
b r i l l i a n t ,  new writers s h a r e  p o e t r y ,  
t h e r e ' s  l o t s a  community s t u f f ,  and 
how we g o t  t h e  T o r a / ~ a i l a  deba te !  

Regarding t h e  l a t t e r ,  prudence d i c -  
t a t e s  t h a t  I c e a s e  and d e s i s t  imme.di- 
a t e l y ,  m a i n t a i n  a sc rupu lous  n e u t r a l -  
i t y .  So much f o r  prudence ... I n s t a l l -  
ments 1 and 2 were p r e t t y  much a wash 
i n  my view, edge on p o i n t s  t o  Wade & 
L a i l a .  But, a s  Tora s a i d ,  he wasn ' t  
expec t ing  t o  have h i s  a r t i c l e  c r i t i -  
c i z e d .  C l e a r l y  he w a s  up f o r  t h e  
cha l l enge .  

On June 15 Tora responded w i t h  
"Al iena t ion  Under Attack",  which i s  
f l a t  o u t  one of  t h e  most e l e g a n t l y  
c r a f t e d ,  l u c i d ,  and s i g n i f i c a n t  
p i e c e s  of  p r o s e  e v e r  t o  g r a c e  t h e  
pages o f  t h e  C . N .  (and I have every  
back i s s u e  t o  1986).  

Fusing t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and t h e  s p i r -  
i t u a l ,  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  and t h e  
a p o c a l y p t i c  ... a f f i r m a t i v e  renuncia-  
t i o n ,  . p l a n e t a r y  pragmatism. The i d e a s  
and images are powerful  and convinc- 
ing.  The c h a l l e n g e  f o r  each of u s  i s  

c o r r u p t  s k e i n  of c i v i l i z a t i o n " .  
~ a i l a ' s  r e sponse  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  iss- 

ue ,  i t  seems t o  me, s e r v e s  t o  s t r e n g -  
then t h e  power of ~ o r a ' s  argument. 
Since  Tora acknowledges and embraces 
paradox,  w h i l e  demonstra t ing t h e  in -  
h e r e n t  danger  of pure  a n a l y t i c a l  
thought ,  t o  r e b u t  i s  t o  r i s k  s e l f -  
parody. To invoke those  dubious d e i -  
t i e s  of  Western thought ,  P l a t 0  and 

A r i s t o t l e ,  i s  t o  compound t h e  danger .  
S o c r a t i c  "dialogue" is  pure  s e l f -  

parody and a b l a t a n t  example of  t h e  
" t a c t i c a l  manipula t ion"  of which Tora 
warns. I t ' s  t h e  g r e a t  p r e c i s i o n  of  
Sher lock Holmes, Hercule  P o i r o t ,  and 
Colombo - t h e  same condescending f l a t -  
t e r y ,  t h e  p r e t e n s e  of r e s p e c t  and 
admira t ion  f o r  c o n t r a r y  op in ion ,  and 
t h e  comfor tab le  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  Sher- 
l o c k  S o c r a t e s  w i l l  win o u t  i n  t h e  
end. Could be a l o t  of fun  i f  people  
d i d n ' t  t a k e  it  s o  s e r i o u s l y .  

P l a t o ' s  Republ ic ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  
i s  one s c a r y  book. He d i d n ' t  need t o  
ban i sh  t h e  p o e t s ;  they  wouldn' t  want 
any p a r t  of i t .  Ul t ima te ly  t h e  schoo l  
of Western thought  b u i l t  on t h i s  
founda t ion  h a s  produced t h e  a rch i -  
t e c t s  of  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  genocide and 
p l a n e t a r y  d e v a s t a t i o n . . . a l l  d e f e n s i b l e  
by pure  i n t e l l e c t ,  and a l l  i n  t h e  name 
of p r o g r e s s ,  a s  Tora p o i n t s  o u t .  



I/ TO p r a i s e  S o c r a t e s  a s  a p a t r i o t i c  
c i t i z e n  of 2 c o r r u p t ,  p a t r i a r c h i a l ,  
slave-owning s o c i e t y  i s  h a r d l y  r e a s s -  
u r ing .  A s  w e l l  I q u e s t i o n  ~ a i l a ' s  
a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  Tora "advocates c r i t i -  
c a l  p a s s i v i t y " .  R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  Tora 
emphasizes t h e  need f o r  a " r e t u r n  from 
a l i e n a t i o n . . . i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  g i f t s  
from unknown a r e a s  of t h e  h e a r t  and 
mind i n t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  of s o c i a l  ex i s -  
t e n c e  .I1 

I n  ~ a i l a ' s  a r t i c l e ,  each of t h e  f o l -  
lowing is  o f f e r e d  a s  a nega t ive :  flam- 
b y a n c e ,  anger ,  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  Anarch- 
i s m ,  d i s s o c i a t i o n ,  mysticism and, of 
course ,  poetry .  L a i l a  a rgues  f o r  d i s -  
t ance  a s  d i s t o r t i o n .  Not even P l a t o  
buys t h a t  one. A clenched f i s t  an 
inch from your nose may be unreconiz- 
a b l e  a s  t h r e a t e n i n g .  

The obsess ion  wi th  a supposedly per- 
v a s i v e  "obscur i ty"  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
Tora p r e s e n t s  images/ ideas  which, i n  
my e s t i m a t i o n ,  a r e  of supreme c l a r i t y .  
A t  t h e  Core, however, t h e r e  is  always,  
I b e l i e v e ,  a "Heart of Darkness", an  
obscure,  e l u s i v e  and t e r r i b l e  t r u t h ,  
i n v i t i n g ,  even demanding c o n s t a n t  
voyages of se l f -d i scovery .  As L a i l a  
s t a t e s ,  "We now encounter  a paradox." 
Indeed,  one of many, f o r  paradox is  
a t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  human c o n d i t i o n ,  
a s  Tora so b e a u t i f u l l y  demonstra tes .  
What Tora d e c r i e s  i s  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  
logos  f e t i s h i s m  which d i smisses  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e s e  i n n e r  voyages o f  
pa radoxica l  s e l f  subvers ion.  There is  

Some f i n a l  n o t e s :  Tora s t a n d s  ac- 
cused of "escapism." Seems t o  m e  
t h a t  you escape  from t h e  t r u t h ,  n o t  
towards i t .  Sure  a l o t  e a s i e r ,  and 
a l o t  more common. L a i l a  concludes  
wi th  a d i s m i s s a l  of Tora as express -  
i n g  merely " l e t h a r g i c  se l f - indu lg-  
ence". I f  t h i s  i s  ad horninem, L a i l a  
c l e a r l y  does  know Tora w e l l .  It it  
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  I would sugg- 
est t h e  fo l lowing :  L a i l a  obv ious ly  
put  a l o t  of thought and energy i n t o  
h e r  w r i t i n g ;  i . e .  no one c o n s i d e r s  
i t  a symptom of l e t h a r g y  o r  a n  a c t  
of se l f - indu lgence .  So what makes 
i t  any d i f f e r e n t  f o r  Tora? It 's a 
h e l l  of  a l o t  more t r o u b l e  w r i t i n g  
about t h i s  s t u f f ,  o r  even t h i n k i n '  
about i t ,  t h a n  t o  have a b e e r  o r  a 
t i k e  and watch t h e  b a l l  game. Give 
c r e d i t  where c r e d i t  i s  due.  Lethargy 
and se l f - indu lgence  w i l l  c o s t  you 
h a l f  a buck a t  t h e  l o c a l  news s t a n d .  

: Mike Kramer 

P.S.: A quote  from Joseph Campbell; 
I I It is  n o t  s o c i e t y  t h a t  i s  t o  gu ide  
and save  t h e  c r e a t i v e  he ro ,  b u t  pre-  
c i s e l y  t h e  r e v e r s e .  And s o  everyone 
of u s  s h a r e s  t h e  supreme o r d e a l  - 
c a r r i e s  t h e  c r o s s  o f  t h e  redeemer - 
not  i n  t h e  b r i g h t  moments o f  h i s  
t r i b e ' s  v i c t o r i e s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  sil- 
ences  of h i s  p e r s o n a l  despa i r . ' '  

(from "The Hero With a Thousand 
Faces" - 1849) 

no t r u e  p rogress  wi thout  subvers ion .  1 

It i s  n o t  Tora who p l a c e s  "a f a r  
1 

t o o  heavy burden on t h e  t r u e  ar t is t  
as a c t i v i s t / i n n o v a t o r  . " It' s t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  (wo)man as a s o c i a l  and 
s p i r i t u a l  being which imposes t h a t  
burden. To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h i s t o r y  
does n o t  r e f l e c t  t h i s ,  h i s t o r y  is  
f r a u d u l e n t ,  Does anybody b e l i e v e  
t h a t  h i s t o r y  w i l l  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  
t h e  t r u t h  of t h e i r  l i v e s ?  I t ' s  a l l  
a  f raud ,  t h e  work of myopic madmen. 



s l i g h t l y  Subs 

Why d o n ' t  they  d a t e  new b u i l d i n g s  
(1990),  l i k e  they  used t o  i n  t h e  o l d  
days - l i k e  t h e  -Pen&~a- on Pender? 

Why hose  down t h e  c i t y  lock-up a t  
8:00 i n  t h e  morning, a Sunday morning 
J u l y  1st a n a t i o n a l  h o l i d a y ?  Local  
r e s i d e n t s  of nearby s o c i a l  housing 
dese rve  a n o i s e  b reak  and a sound 
ho l iday  too!  

How about  t h e  u s e  of b u l l h o r n s  a t  
4:00 i n  t h e  morning, "OK, you can go 
home now; K - M a r t  i s  c losed . "  Those 
boys w i t h  t h e  t o y s  making t h a t  n o i s e  
a r e  twice  as loud as any l a t e  n i g h t  
c i t y  s t r e e t  l i f e .  

Taum 

A W r i t e r ' s  Embarrassment 

A l a d y  who was a famous w r i t e r  o f  
books s e n t  many s t o r i e s  t o  a news- 
paper  i n  o r d e r  t o  make money. Unfor- 
t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  e d i t o r  never  accepted 
any of them. She s e n t  a n o t h e r  s t o r y  
t o  t h e  newspaper. Before  d e l i v e r i n g  
i t ,  s h e  s t u c k  two of  i t s  middle  pages 

) t o g e t h e r  w i t h  g l u e .  The e d i t o r  s t i l l  
d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  i t  and r e t u r n e d  i t  t o  
h e r  i n  a s h o r t  t ime. 

The l a d y  f e l t  v e r y  angry,  s o  s h e  
wrote  a l e t t e r  o f  complaint  t o  t h e  
e d i t o r .  She s a i d  t h a t  t h e  reason  s h e  
had s t u c k  t h e  two pages t o g e t h e r  w a s  
t o  prove t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r ead  h e r  
s t o r i e s .  "How d i d  you know my s t o r y  
was no good," s h e  asked.  

A t  last  t h e  e d i t o r  answered t h e  
lady.  "When I e a t  an  egg i n  t h e  morn- 
ing , "  he  wro te ,  " I taste i t  a l i t t l e .  
I f  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  s m e l l ,  I donl. t  e a t  
i t  a t  a l l . "  

A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  answer from t h e  
e d i t o r ,  s h e  f e l t  a l o t  o f  embarrass- 

I 
ment on t h i s  unhappy m a t t e r .  

i By S U N G  LUNG LIAO 

- 

TODDLERS ' TANGLES 

What i s  i t ?  A program f o r  games, ---------- 
a r t s  and c r a f t s ,  s t o r y  

t i m e  and l e a r n i n g  themes f o r  p a r e n t s  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  
Where i s  i t ?  CRAB PARK ( P o r t s i d e  ----------- 

Park) r i g h t  b e s i d e  t h e  
sand p i t .  
When? Tues. - 12:30-7:00 ---- 

Wed. - 11:OO-5:30 
Thurs. - 12:30-5:30 
F r i  -11:OO-5:30 
S a t .  - 12:30-5:30 

Who do I c o n t a c t ?  J u s t  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  -- ------- ------ - 
Marguer i te  down a t  

Crab Park o r  phone 681-3153. 
(Coffee is  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Daren t s . )  

/ = - - = = - = I  WITHOUT A WHIMPER 

a Free-range g y p s i e s  
On a wagon's th rone  
Ride t h r u  t h e  s t r e e t s  
With Queen cous ine  on top .  

I I The E l d e r  speaks:  "No, you 
can'  t hook up t h e  h o r s e s .  I '  

I I 
The Queen jumps up i n  anger  
and f a l l s  o u t  of t h e  t h r o n e ,  
waking up decades l a t e r ,  
Ea t ing  chicken Flamrne, and 
L iv ing  a s  a gypsy i n  e x i l e .  

( k, Garry Gust 



E d i t o r :  

Vancouver r e n t e r s ,  myself inc luded ,  
a r e  ask ing  themselves many q u e s t i o n s  
t h e s e  days. W i l l  my b u i l d i n g  be de- 
molished? W i l l  my r e n t  i n c r e a s e  t o o  
much? Can I c o n t i n u e  t o  a f f o r d  t o  
l i v e  h e r e  w i t h  my c h i l d r e n ?  W i l l  my 
pension income a l l o w  me t o  a f f o r d  t o  
l i v e  h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  more y e a r s  
down t h e  road? W i l l  e f f e c t i v e  human 
r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  changes be made 
regard ing  c h i l d r e n  being allowed i n  
apar tments?  W i l l  we g e t  t h e  Ren ta l s -  
man back? Rent review? Rent c o n t r o l s ?  

1t 's t h e  l a s t  two q u e s t i o n s  which I 
b e l i e v e  need some e x p l a i n i n g .  Some 
p o l i t i c i a n s  d e l i v e r  sermons on t h e  
v i r t u e s  of t h e  f r e e  market.  O t h e r s  
t a l k  i n  broad and g e n e r a l  terms a- 
bout a form of r e n t  review. Others  - - -  

more s t r i d e n t l y  procla im t h e  need 
f o r  - r e n t  c o n t r o l .  What's t h e  d i f f e r -  
ence? 

F i r s t l y ,  t h e  f r e e  market i s  what 
we have now - s o a r i n g  r e n t s ,  rampant 
demol i t ions  and v e r y  wor r ied  r e n t e r s .  
I t ' s  n o t  working and Norman Jacobsen,  
t h e  Socred c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r  respons- 
i b l e ,  should  be immediately r e p l a c e d .  
Rent review l e t s  a t e n a n t  c h a 1 l e n g e . a  
r e n t  i n c r e a s e  b e f o r e  a n  a r b i t r a t o r  
who can r u l e  whether i t ' s  permissab le  
o r  n o t .  I f  a b u i l d i n g  owner can jus- 
t i f y  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  o r  re- 
p a i r  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  
chances a r e  t h a t  t h e  r e n t  i n c r e a s e  
w i l l  s t a n d .  Rent c o n t r o l ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  hand, a l lows  r e n t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  
on ly  by a  s e t  pe rcen tage  once a  y e a r .  
T h a t ' s  what B r i t i s h  Columbians used 
t o  have and,  s u r p r i s i n g l y  t o  some, 
more r e n t a l  accomodation was b u i l t  
d u r i n g  t h a t  pe r iod  t h a n  s i n c e  1983 
when t h e  Socreds e l i m i n a t e d  r e n t  con- 
t r o l s  and t h e  Rentalsman. 

I was sad when I read  r e c e n t l y  a- 
bout t h e  MDP's response t o  our  r e n t a l  
housing c r i s i s .  They in t roduced  a 
b i l l  i n t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  on June  15 

which would a l l o w  f o r  r e n t  c o n t r o l s  
on ly  i n  areas where t h e , v a c a n c y  rate 
is less t h a n  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  and on ly  
f o r  b u i l d i n g s  more t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  o l d .  
What a g r e a t  way t o  encourage peop le  
who have o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  t o  demolish 
them r a t h e r  t h a n  f a c e  r e n t  c o n t r o l s .  
J u s t  t h i n k  of t h e  huge r e n t  i n c r e a s e  
t e n a n t s  could  expec t  t o  r e c e i v e  i f  
they are l i v i n g  i n  a b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  
9 y e a r s  o l d .  I expected more from 
Mike H a r c o u r t ' s  government-in-waiting. 
I f  we need r e n t  c o n t r o l s  we need them 
r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  board s o  t h a t  every  
s i n g l e  r e n t e r  i n  our  Prov ince  i s  
t r e a t e d  f a i r l y  . 

What do you t h i n k ?  Does B r i t i s h  
Columbia, o r  perhaps  j u s t  o u r  own 
r e g i o n a l  d i s t r i c t ,  need a  form of  
r e n t  review? How about  r e n t  c o n t r o l s ?  
P l e a s e  w r i t e  m e  a t  801-700 Chi lco  S t . ,  
Vancouver V6G 2R1 o r  t e lephone  me a t  
687-6373 w i t h  your thoughts .  O r ,  be t -  
ter y e t ,  w r i t e  t h e  Carnegie  Newsle t t e r  
w i t h  your views. L e t ' s  send t h e  gov- 
ernment a  c l e a r  message about  t h e  
c u r r e n t  r e n t a l  housing c r i s i s .  

Herman L i t s k y  
L i b e r a l  P a r t y  Candidate 



Keeping My Family Heir loom 

Twenty Years ago,  I w a s  l a i d  o f f  
from a job .  I had a f ami ly  t o  sup- 
p r t  l i k e  many people .  I g o t  a UIC 
&eque each week, bu t  i t  was n o t  
enough t o  pu t  bread on t h e  t a b l e  
f o r  my w i f e  and c h i l d r e n .  Under t h e  
~ e r s u a s i o n  of  a f r i e n d  and f i n a n c i a l  
p r e s s u r e ,  I took t o  gambling. 

A f t e r  p l a y i n g  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  I was 
down t o  my l a s t  n i c k e l .  One n i g h t  
a f t e r  l o s i n g  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a l l  I had 
l e f t  was a wr i twa tch  which was given 
t o  me by my d e a r  f a t h e r  on h i s  d e a t h  
bed, and I swore b e f o r e  him t h a t  I 
would never  p a r t  w i t h  i t .  I n  o r d e r  
t o  g e t  back l o s t  money, I p u t  t h e  

1 watch up a s  s t a k e  a f t e r  e x t r a c t i n g  -' a promise from t h e  man I was gambling - - with  t h a t ,  i f  I shou ld  l o s e ,  he 
would keep my watch a s  mere c o l l a t -  
e r a l  u n t i l  I cou ld  pay him f o r  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  watch.  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  I l o s t .  A f t e r  two 
weeks, I g o t  a l u b r i c a t i n g  job i n  

I 
China Town and I g o t  enough money 
saved up. I went o v e r  t o  t h e  
f e l l o w ' s  house t o  r e c l a i m  my fami ly  
heirloom. 

Much t o  my s u r p r i s e ,  when I go t  
t o  h i s  house ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  f r o n t  
windows were broken.  I immediately 
recognized t h e  scene  as a p o s s i b l e  
break-in;  t h e r e f o r e ,  I q u i c k l y  re-  

: moved myself from t h a t  house.  How- 
ever ,  w i t h i n  t e n  s t e p s  from h i s  
house, I n o t i c e d  a s p a r k l i n g  o b j e c t  
l a y i n g  n e a r  a heap of  garbage.  The 
t h i e f  must have chucked my watch i n  
the  junk p i l e  t h i n k i n g  i t  was worth- 
l e s s ,  I though t .  

/ I picked i t  up and thanked my 
' 

lucky s t a r s  t h a t  I could  keep my 
; family  hei r loom a g a i n .  

1 F o r t u n a t e l y  u n t i l  now no one has  
"suspected me i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  

break-in;  o t h e r w i s e  i t  would be an  
i n j u r y  t o  me. 

? I  By SHANG LUNG LIAO 

ANYONE ! ! 

I f  you know t h e  whereabouts of 
BOBBIE NEUFELD p l e a s e  c a l l  Ron 

Neufeld o r  l e a v e  a message a t  
228-2013 o r  665-2289. Thanks. 

To my Volunteer  F r i ends ,  

Thank you f o r  your t h o u g h t f u l n e s s  
and k indness  i n  dona t ing  t o  my expen- 
s e s  whi le  i n  h o s p i t a l .  

G r a t e f u l l y  yours ,  
Denise Barera  

I Tie Gardens of Mars and P r a i t i e  Chickens 

I . . .and t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  of t h e  g i a n t s .  . . 
Defy t h e  laws of g r a v i t y ,  d izzy  
High F l i g h t  Tonight (he d i e d ) ,  I c r i e d  
Threes i n  un i son  Rondel a l i g h t  
Red, yel low and s i l v e r  s k i e s  
Clouds of thunder  ( c l o s e  t h e  window) 
R o l l e r  c o a s t e r ,  d i v i n g ,  g l i d i n g  

S p i l l i o n a i r e s  might always 
a r i g h t  swing,  O w l  wise  
Give t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  a show 
Programs, t h e  crowd 
Get your Georgia S t r a i g h t  
Submarines and m i l l i o n s  of Salmon 
Hoverc ra f t  and Sea bus 
High t i d a l  r i p p l e  c l e a r  water  asunder  
No Swimming. o r  Wading i n  West Lake!!! 



DOWNTOWN 685-4488 Wed. even ing :  5 t o  8 :30  Drop i n  
EASTSIDE D r .  AL VENNEMA Free  d o c t o r s  on s i t e  o r  c a l l  
YOUTH Thur .evening:  5 t o  8 :30  for  an 

L ACTIVITIES 
2 2 3  Main Dr.COLIN HORRICKS appo in t -  

( c o n f i d e n t i a l )  STD n u r s e s  are on s i t e  ment . 
t h rough  t h e  weekdays. 

DONATIONS SINCE INCEPTION: 
Bruce T.-$200 Yanum Spa th  -$200 
Nancy W.-$300 W i l l i s  S.-$110 
George B .-$I5 Rich  P--$41 
Robert  S.-$80 J a n c i s  A.-$45 

1 L u i s P . - $ 2 0  T o m - $ 4 . 0 2  
m r g  ~ . - $ 2 0  L.B.T. -$lo0 
Ted B.-$5 S h e i l a  B.-$2 

lclI\ N I L b l t T T t 8  1 5  A YLF.II !TI 
( i k 2 h (  LI~MWITII ~ l !  T X F  A \  r , .  

L i l l i a n  H.-$20 James M.-$50 
1.mcLeod-$200 K e l l y  - $ 6  

A C L I  I C L  rcyresrnt c l ~ r  v l c r h  1 l n d l v l d u a l  '' 
c , n r r l b u r o r a  a d  nor o f  the  A + % o c l a r l o n  

J. E a s t  -$1 Nancy 5.-$70 
Sue H.-$20 S t e v e  R.-$10 
I a n  -$5 B. & B.  -$8 

FREE - donatims accepted. N e i l  M.-$2 CEEDs - $ l o  
P e t e r  E.-$4.57 E t i e n n e  S.-$40 

City info staff can't accept 
donations for this nevsletter, so Linda  F.-$50 K e i t h  C.-$20 
if you can help, find Paul Taylor Mendel R.-$15 W i l f r i d  B.-$12 
and he'll give yw a receipt. K'lem G.-$5 Anonymous -$48.73 

Thanks everybody. The F i r e  Bug -$250 
T e r r y  t h e  T e r r i b l e  -$ loo  
A r c h i e  M.-$100 Linda  K.-$100 

N E E D  H E L P ?  kL Maureen R.-$5 Sandy C.-$40 

D E R A  c a n  h e l p  y o u  w i t h :  

* a n y  w e l f a r e  p r o b l e m s  
* U I C  p r o b l e m s  
* g e t t i n g  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
* u n s a f e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

i n  h o t e l s  o r  a p a r t m e n t s  
* d i s p u t e s  w i t h  l a n d l o r d s  
* i n c o m e  t a x  

D E R A  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  9  E a s t  H a s t i n g s  
I o r  p h o n e  6 8 2 - 0 9 3 1 .  j 

0 i 
D E R A  H A S  B E E N  S E R V I N G  T H E  DOWNTOWN E A S T S I D E  a 

t F O R  1 6  Y E A R S  a 


