
" T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w  a b o u t  p o v e r t y .  What i s  n e w ,  h o w e v e r ,  
i s  t h a t  we now h a v e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  i t . .  . 
T o d a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  . . .  m u s t  r e a d :  W H Y  SHOULD THERE 
BE HUNGER A N D  PRIVATION I N  A N Y  LAND, I N  A N Y  CITY, AT A N Y  TABLE, 
WHEN PEOPLE HAVE THE RESOURCES A N D  THE SCIENTIFIC KNOW-HOW TO 
PROVIDE ALL HUMANITY WITH THE BASIC NECESSITIES OF L I F E ? . . .  

T h e r e  i s  n o  d e f i c i t  i n  human r e s o u r c e s ; - t h e  d e f i c i t  i s  i n  
human w i l l . "  - M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r .  



B.C.  POVERTY FACTS 

* 215,959 people i n  B.C. depend on 
welfare  r a t e s  t h a t  a r e  40-60 per- 

cen t  of t h e  poverty l i n e  (March MSSH 
s t a t i s t i c s )  ; 
* Nearly 20% of B .C .  c i t i z e n s  l i v e  

i n  poverty; (*) 
* 143,000 B.C.  ch i l d r en  a r e  poor;(*) 
* The average poor family i n  B.C. is 

over  $4000 below t h e  poverty l i n e ; ( * )  
* Between 1979 and 1987, poverty f o r  

young f ami l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
ch i ld r en ,  f ami l i e s  of a l l  ages ,  and 
female-headed s i n g l e  pa ren t  f a m i l i e s  
has increased  i n  B.C.;(**) 

FACTS ON POVERTY AND HEALTH 

There was no con f ron ta t i on ,  no lay- 
i n g  of g u i l t  t r i p s , . . j u s t  handing ou t  
t h e  s t u f f .  About s i x  people  re fused  
t o  t ake  one, wh i l e  t h e  overwhelming 
major i ty  s a i d  thanks and s a i d  they 
support ELP's work. Above was t h e  
t e x t  of t h e  handout. A t  t h e  end w e r e  
t h e  words " ~ o n ' t  Fee l  Gui l ty .  Here 's  1 
what you can do : 

1. Write t o  B i l l  Vander Zalm, P a r l i a -  
ment Bui ldings,  V ic to r i a ,  V8V 1x4. 

* Poverty is  t h e  b igges t  i n d i c a t o r  T e l l  him t o  i n c r e a s e  w e l f a r e  r a t e s  t o  
of poor hea l th ;  t h e  poverty l i n e ,  r a i s e  minimum wages , 

* Poor babies  i n  Canada have twice and bu i ld  housing t h a t  low income 
t h e  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  a s  o t h e r  people can a f f o r d .  T e l l  him t h a t  you 

babies  ; want t h e  government t o  end poverty i n  , 
* Poor c h i l d r e n  g e t  s i c k  more and d i e  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

more than o t h e r  ch i ld ren  i n  Canada. 2. Write t o  Brian Mulroney, P a r l i a -  - .  
ment Buildings,  Ottawa, 0nt.KlA 0A6 

(*) Canadian Fact Book on Poverty 1989 Tell him to stop bringing in budgets 
(**)Overview, Spring,  1990. 

On J u l y  19 th  Les Miserables  opened 
a t  t h e  Queen El izabe th  Theatre .  I t 's  
a musical  about being poor i n  France 
two o r  t h r e e  hundred years  ago. 

End Legis la ted  Poverty saw i t  a s  a 
good oppor tun i ty  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  some 
f a c t s  about poverty i n  good 01' BC 
i n  1990. With 1400 pamphlets, t h e  
n ine  vo lun tee r s  waited q u i e t l y  a t  t h e  
en t rance  and f o r  about an hour gave 
a sho t  of r e a l i t y  t o  t h e  evening. 

and laws t h a t  i n c r e a s e  poverty.  This  
means s t o p  U I  c u t s ,  s t o p  t h e  GST and 
r e s t o r e  funding t o  h e a l t h ,  educa t ion  
and s o c i a l  programs. 
3. Find ou t  what o t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  

w i l l  do t o  end poverty i n  B.C.  B e  
an informed v o t e r .  

Send copies  of your l e t t e r s  t o  End 
Legis la ted  Poverty: #104-2005 E.43rd 
Vancouver, B.C. V5P 3W8 (321-1202) " 

A l e t t e r ,  a hundred let ters,  a 
thousand o r  more . . . a l l  on one i s s u e  
can make p o l i t i c i a n s  s e e  t h a t  people  
a r e  no t  deaf o r  b l i nd  when i t  comes 
t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  
Postage t o  MPs is  f r e e !  
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Editor: 

Poverty was no more than a fleet- 
ing phenomenon from-my past life 
when I volunteered one morning at 
the Food Bank located at St.Paulls 
Anglican Church, 1130 Jervis Street. 
Twenty volunteers, all of them in 
need of the brown bag handout them- 
selves, distributed canned goods, 
vegetables, eggs and frozen hambur- 
ger to several hundred recipients 
that stretched in a line over a 
block long outside the church. 
What was indelibly etched in my 

memory was the fact that the recip- 
ients, many on welfare, representing 
our youth, our families and our 
senior citizens, were in reality a 
group of people who had fallen 
through the income maintenance cracks 
of our economy. Most of them were 
clean and neat in attire with an air 
of suppressed dignity that belied 
their beleaguered existence. They 
obviously regretted this regulated 
rigamarole in the gymnasium of the 
church. But there is no other choice 
to hundreds, yes even thousands, who 
line up around our City in a process- 
ion of poverty every Wednesday, ex- 
cept on "Welfare Wednesday", for a 
menial handout. 
The Food Bank is symptomatic of a 

system of insensitivity and indiffer- 
ence on the part of the Social Credit 
government. I agree with End Legis- 
lated Poverty's attempts to reduce 
poverty in British Columbia and bring 
about a degree of dignity and self- 
worth to all people. At the same 
time it is imperative that we rectify 
the public's general misconception of 
the poor as being lazabouts and mal- 
ingerers. The best way to begin to 
solve the problem is to raise welfard 
rates and minimum wages above the 

poverty level. At the same time stim- 
~lating~jgb qreation progpams must be 
ganerbted at decent wage levels. 
The government should adhere to the 

recommendations of "Closing the Gap", 
an annual review of the income assis- 
tance rates published by the Social 
Planning and Research Council of B,C. 
The Council states that the rates are 
too low to sustain the well-being of 
men, women and children who are re- 
cipients. There is no possible jus- 
tification for providing less than a 
subsistence level of income to low 
income groups. 

Who then are these poor people? 
These people, aside from a few itin- 
erant transients, comprise an integ- 
ral part of my riding of Vancouver 
Burrard. They are basically poor 
through no fault of their own and 
should not be considered less eligible 
in our eyes or by government. 
Since the Province has supposedly 

experienced a successful economic 
growth it is now incumbent on the 
government to undertake a major re- 
structuring of income assistance imm- 
ediately. In a Province as affluent 
as ours, residents should not be sub- 
jected to line ups at the Food Bank, 
nor should any of our children go 
hungry within the school system. We 
need a humane political policy for 
poor people and a restoration of 
their rights and dignity. 

Herman Litsky 
Liberal Candidate 



UPDATE: on Crab Park 

Access to Crab Park has been a 
frustrating issue for 3 years. At 
the last meeting of the City Hall 
committee, the disussion was on Joan 
Meister's human rights issue. Joan 
launched a lawsuit, claiming she is 
being actively discriminated against 
and her right of access to a public 
facility being denied. Ms. Meister 
is in a wheelchair. 1t's possible 
that Joan would drop the human rights 
case if Ports ~ a n a d a / ~ ~ ~  agree to put 
in the pedestrian overpass at Colum- 
bia and Alexander. 
At another meeting an idea was 

brought up - for a moving walkway at 
Main Street beside the overpass. I 
got quite a chuckle from this silly 
idea. It actually was going to have 
three stops, I don't know what for. I 
not only found this silly but unsafe 
for anyone. 
Following is a letter from Alderman 

Price, dated July5, 1990: 
"Much now hinges on the Port's reac- 
tion to the Human Rights Commission 
case. I hope that I and the Mayor 
will be able to meet with the Port to 
come to a resolution on this, that 
will allow us to proceed with an 
overpass at Columbia Street as soon 
as possible. 
It is of course not likely that an 

overpass will be constructed this 
summer, but it we are able to reach 
an amiable agreement there is a poss- 
ibility we might see access by next 
summer. It is certainly everyone's 
greatest desire at City Hall that we 
are able to resolve this problem, 
but it's clear that the City cannot 
act without the Port's cooperation." 

Submitted by MARGARET PREVOST 

shall, so who's next - Elijah Harper? 
Micmacs, Crees, Haida, Caughnawaga, 

Oka, Akwasasne, Mohawks, Metis... and 
the list goes on from coast to coast; 
designated victims in what can be 
conceived as the great plot to elim- 
inate our First Nations Aboriginal 
peoples. 
Well, all you millionaire golfers, 

don't even think for one second that 
the proud Indian Nations are going to 
sit by in a pacified manner and allow 
you to desecrate holy burial grounds 
or for that matter even trespass on 
land which is theirs. 
Canada is Native Indian land which, 

by non-natives, was ravaged, pillaged 
and burned..was in fact out and out 
stolen by force of arms 

- Wilf rid 



MANY DOMESTICATED MEN: 

Many domesticated men 
Made t h e i r  way t o  p o l l i n g  booths 
To vo te  f o r  domest icat ion.  

Many wi ld  men voted f o r  nothing 
Wandered i n  d e s e r t s  

Explored new oceans 
Discovered new p laces  

i n  t h e i r  own backyards 

Many domesticated men 
Enjoyed we l l  stocked r e f r i g e r a t o r s  

Watched T.V. drank beer  
Played board games 

Were ba ld  & impotent 

Many wild men grew long h a i r  
Ate what they  could 

Chased women 

Many domesticated men 
Were bank managers, lawyers,  

Accountants, gas s t a t i o n  at tendan 

Many wild men were unemployed bums 
A r t i s t s ,  musicians,  drug a d d i c t s  & 

Some disappeared suddenly 
Made i t  t o  another  world 
Where many domesticated men 

were almost dead. 

TORA 

1ts 

a l c o  

Tom Siddon, 
Minis te r  of Indian A f f a i r s  
V i c t o r i a ,  B . C .  

Dear M r .  Siddon: 

On beha l f .  of t he  Carnegie Centre 
Associat ion,  t h e  Board of D i rec to r s  
unanimously support t he  Mohawks i n  
t h e i r  demand f o r  se t t lement  of t h e i r  
land claim. We condemn t h e  use of 
t h e  p o l i c e  fo rce  by t h e  government. We 
wish t o  s e e  immediate ac t ion  t o  re- 
so lve  t h e  Mohawk land claims.  

S incere ly ,  
Margaret Prevost ,  Chair,  
Community Rela t ions ,  CCCA 

cc: Robert Bourassa 
United Native Nations 
Mohawk Support Group 



No-Fault Assurance 
QUEEN ELIZABETH'S Meet the People luncheon guests range from jockeys to 
journalists, actresses to artists, and disc-jockeys to managing directors of huge 
corporations. They are asked to arrive at  Buckingham Palace at 12.30 p.m. 
and a footman takes them to the Bow Room for pre-lunch drinks. About 
12.50 p.m. a page opens the door and suddenly the guests find the Queen and 
Prince Philip, and the Queen's corgi dogs among them. The corgis have an 
important function; they give people something safe and innocuous to talk 
about, while creating a diversion. 

On one occasion a favourite old corgi, Heather, was misbehaving, and the 
Queen snapped sharply: "Heather!" Opera singer Heather Harper, a guest 
that day, was quickly reassured by Prince Philip that the Queen was not cross 
with her! - Unity Hall and Ingrid Seward in Daily Express. London - 

Another renova t ions  saga!  

So t h e r e  they s a t ,  t h e  s t a l w a r t s  
of t h e  Renovations Committee, i n  
g r e a t  expec t a t i on .  This  was t h e  
moment they 'd  wai ted f o r .  A f t e r  two 
yea r s  of planning they would f i n a l l y  
open t h e  b i d s  and know who t h e i r  
c o n t r a c t o r  .was .  

The envelopes p l e a s e  .... 
But w a i t ,  t h e r e  a r e  no envelopes.  

What does t h i s  mean? 
Dear Carnegie f o l k s ,  i t  means - 

THERE WERE NO BIDS! 
It seems t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  l o t s  of 

work f o r  c o n t r a c t o r s  o u t  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  marketplace.  Nice c l e a n  jobs  
i n  new bu i ld ings .  And renos  where 
a  f a c i l i t y  i s  c lo sed  down f o r  s i x  
months and t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  have t o t -  
a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s i t e .  This  t ime 
around no one was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  
funky o l d  bu i l d ing  (with  who knows 
what behind t h e  w a l l s )  and a  commi- 
t t e e  t h a t  s ays  p a r t s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
must always be open t o  pa t rons .  

So r e l a x  and enjoy t h e  summer, 
f o l k s .  T h e r e ' l l  be no d i s r u p t i o n s  
a t  Carnegie f o r  awhile .  There ' s  an- 
o t h e r  t ende r ing  process  t o  go through 
and work won't s t a r t  be fo re  October.  

Someday, when t h e i r  job is  ove r ,  
t h e  Renos Committee may be a b l e  t o  
laugh a t  a l l  t h i s !  



Under t h e  cloud of misunderstanding 
Native Peoples a c r o s s  Canada keep a 
hold on why blockades and o t h e r  a c t s  
a r e  necessary.  What's r epo r t ed  i n  
t he  media seems t o  focus on "What has  
happened today." The Native Nations 
a r e  bas ing  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  on what has  
happened s i n c e  t h e  1700s, and t h e  
f a c t u a l  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  1800s ( t h e  
h i s t o r y  t h a t  u s u a l l y  i s  not i n  t h e  
books). 

7 
A t  t h e  DERA membership meeting on 

Friday,  27 Ju ly ,  a Native representa-  
t i v e  named Rosa l ie  gave a b r i e f  bu t  
c l e a r  h i s t o r y  of Indian  land claims.  

North America, t h e  "Great Is land" 
i n  n a t i v e  terms, is  t h e  land given t o  
t h e  Natives  by t h e  Creator  t o  p r o t e c t  
and l i v e  i n  harmony with.  When t h e  En 
- g l i s h  and French f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  
agreement reached wi th  t h e  English 
( a f t e r  t h e  French s e t t l e r s  were de- 
f e a t e d )  was known as t h e  "two-POW 
wampum". The Natives were simply 
formal iz ing ,  f o r  t h e  sake of t he  En- 
g l i s h ,  what t o  them w a s  n a t u r a l :  
equal  r i g h t s  t o  l i v e  i n  peace. 

I n  1867, t h e  fou r  co lon ie s  of non- 
n a t i v e s  got  t oge the r  and formed t h e  
n a t i o n  of Canada..without t h e  know- 
ledge  o r  consent of t h e  F i r s t  Nations 
and began s ign ing  t r e a t i e s  i n  t h e  
name of t h e  B r i t i s h  crown. I n  1871, 
B r i t i s h  Columbia en tered  Confedera- 
t i o n  without  t h e  knowledge o r  consent 
of t h e  F i r s t  Nations. No t r e a t i e s  
have ever  been signed by Natives i n  
t h i s  province,  y e t  t h e  governments 
of both BC and Canada have d e a l t  away 
lands  without  no r ecogn i t i on  - l e g a l  
o r  otherwise - of t h e  Natives '  c la ims.  

Nat ives  have been c o n s i s t e n t l y  l i e d  
t o  f o r  over 100 years ;  encroachment 
has been t h e  r e s u l t  of every promise 
wi th  " t h i s  land only  f o r .  ..; a road 
is  needed for . . . ;  and underlying a l l  
"It's inryour  b e s t  i n t e r e s t . . f o r  your 
own good.. t h a t  t h i s  last b i t  goes f o r  
..... 

Rosal ie  t a lked  then  about t h e  Oka 
i s sue .  The lands  claimed by t h e  Mo- 
hawks is  t h e i r  b u r i a l  grounds. The 
expansion of a pub l i c  go l f  course  
is  t h e  reason t h i s  t i m e . f o r  t h e  un- 
approved (by t h e  Natives)  "expropri- 
a t ion".  The Mohawks took Quebec t o  
cou r t  when t h e  Federal  Government 
denied t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e i r  claim. 
The Court a l s o  denied t h i s  c la im as 
having any l e g a l  bear ing  on t h e  m a t -  



t e r .  The Mayor of t h e  town went t o  
cou r t  t o  g e t  an in junc t ion  t o  s t o p  
t h e  Mohawks s i x  months ago from bloc- 
kading t h e  road. When t h e  blockade 
went up i n  Ju ly ,  he c a l l e d  i n  t h e  
po l i ce .  The Natives asked t h a t  t h e  
Warriors Socie ty ,  p a r t  of t h e i r  t r i b a l  
system, come i n  and help.  A policeman 
was k i l l e d .  

Here i n  B.C., t h e  socreds  have con- 
s i s t e n t l y  denied t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of any 
land claims - EXCEPT WHEN FORCED TO . 
NEGOTIATE. Native Peoples  have lob- 
bied t h e  government f o r  yea r s  t o  s i t  
wi th  them and s e t t l e  t h i s  i s s u e ,  bu t  
r ep re sen ta t ives  of t h e  government do 
not  show up. 

The Supreme Court of Canada has  re- 
cen t ly  ru led  t h a t  no l a w  can ex t in -  
guish any land claims;  t h a t  both Fed- 
e r a l  and P rov inc i a l  governments have 
a l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  Native Na- 
t i o n s  t o  r e so lve  a l l  land claim i s s u e s .  

Rosal ie  asked f o r  support  f o r  t h e  
Native claims. She l e f t  t o  go t o  
M t .  Curr ie ,  then t o  another  province 
then on t o  Oka, Quebec. Before she  
l e f t ,  a motion w a s  c a r r i e d  unanimously 
reaf f i rming  t h e  support  of a l l  p re sen t  
f o r  Native land claims.  

I n  1911, t h e  Indian  Act w a s  amended 
t o  al low t h e  expropr i a t ion  of Indian  
lands  f o r  "publ ic  works". A t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  po l i cy  came down i n  favour of a 
p r o v i n c i a l l y  char te red  ra i lway f o r  
development of a c e r t a i n  p a r t  of the. '  
country . 

The s i t u a t i o n  now i n  Quebec has t h e  
Mohawks i n  Oka defending t h e i r  l a n d :  
r i g h t s  a g a i n s t  a n  ( a t  p re sen t )  muni- 
c i p a l l y  owned gol f  course.  The Mo- 
hawks have, a long  wi th  every o t h e r  
Native People i n  North America, de- 
cided not  t o  accept  t h e  idea  t h a t  
t h e  proposed development w i l l  be "for 
your ( t h e i r )  ow11 good !I1.   he land ,  i n  
case  a f t e r  case ,  starts ou t  being , 

taken ou t  of Native hands f o r  some 
use,  and 10 yea r s  l a t e r ,  5 yea r s  l a -  

ter, even next  week, t h e  government 
body accep t s  an 'unexpected o f f e r '  
from a non-public source  and l e t s  t 
land change hands f o r  p r i v a t e  devel- 
opers  t o  work t h e i r  schemes. 

Technica l ly ,  l e g a l l y ,  i f  t h e  land 
w a s  expropr ia ted  by a government f o r  
pub l i c  works i t  c a n ' t  be chal lenged 
except  on t h e  i s s u e  of compensation 
f o r  t h e  previous  owners. When t h e  
people behind t h e  exp ropr i a t ion  then  
shake on t h e  d e a l  t o  s e l l  i t  t o  t h e  
picked buyer, t h a t ' s  l e g a l  a l s o .  When 
t h e  p r i v a t e  owner changes t h e  land  
use t o ,  say ,  housing o r  a shopping 

?. 

m a l l ,  m i l l i o n s  a r e  made. The Native 
claim and i ts v i o l a t i o n  a r e ,  by t h i s  
time, anc i en t  h i s t o r y .  

The Mohawks w i l l  no t  a l low t h i s  
preordained cha in  of  even t s  g6'get 
s t a r t e d .  Once i t  begins ,  any c la im 
they  have..... Both s i d e s  know t h e  
r u l e s  o f t h e  g a m e , o r a t l e a s t c a n  , 
p r e d i c t  what happens next .  The land  , 
can l e g a l l y  be grabbed, t h e  Natives 1 
g e t  a chunk of money i f  they spend 
yea r s  and m i l l i o n s  i n  c o u r t ,  t h e  pu- 
b l i c  ownership i s  l o s t  when t h e  work 
t o  develop t h e  land is  f i n i s h e d  a n d -  
paid f o r  by t a x  d o l l a r s  and s o l d  t o  
p r i v a t e  hands. 

What's sca ry  & s ickening  i s  t h a t  
someone c a l l e d  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
P o l i c e  t o  make s u r e  t h e i r  scam w a s  
going ahead. One of them was k i l l e d .  
Nowwehavetwoopposedcampswith { 
t h e  media showing r a c i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  
as normal, everyday events .  The ass- 1 
covering schedule t h a t  makes t h i s  
whole scam l e g a l  is g iv ing  t h e  Mo- 
hawks widespread support .  Blind eyes  
are becoming as s c a r c e  as dodos. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



I lend  myself t o  t h e  pu re s t  reason 
I hold my head h igh  f o r  l a c k  of shame 
I grace  my l i f e  w i th  t h e  w i l d e s t  beauty 
Abuse myself wi th  t h e  memory of pa in .  

And on t h e  way 
towards t h e  day 
m e n  I w i l l  s h ine  
I l e a r n  t h a t  t i m e  
W i l l  change m e  
i n  smal l  ways 
f o r  always 
fo reve r  

For now I only  look where i t  is  empty 
I only  s ea rch  f o r  what cannot be seen 
I only  know what someone sometime t o l d  me 
And a l l  I know f o r  s u r e  I d i s b e l i e v e  

But while  I wai t  
f o r  time t o  make 
A king of m e  
I p a t i e n t l y  
r ea s su re  myself 
i n  smal l  ways 
f o r  always 
fo reve r  

I doubt i f  I am s u r e  
because t h e r e ' s  always 
more than m e e t s  my mind 

I c r y  i f  I am p1eased;at l i f e  
So i f  i t  ends I won't s e e m  t o  change 
Ever always re-arranging changes 
Everyone & every th ing  fo reve r  
And a l l  I know is a l l  I ' m  t o l d  t o  know. 

Author unknown 
(found w r i t t e n  on a d i r t y  napkin,  
blowing p a s t  t h e  co rne r  a t  Alexander 

& Main) 

TIRED 
OF 

BEING 
TIRED? 

From WAYNE KELLAND on land claims: 

The Quebec government, as w e l l  a s  
t h e  Federal  government (now on hol4- 
day) should bear  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  hand ( t he  l ack  of  ad- 
mission of c u l p a b i l i t y ,  f o r  s t a r t e r s ) .  
Quebecers gre burning e f f i g i e s  i n  pro- 
t e s t  of Mohawk a c t i o n s .  HOW f a r  w i l l  
t h ings  go? 

I f e e l  t h e  Federa l  s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  
s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  is  only being taken 
t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n .  People 
have been c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  army t o  s t e p  
i n .  The f e d e r a l  caucus must be g lad .  
The armed f o r c e s  ( i f  c a l l e d  i n )  would 
be used t o  defend t h e  f e d e r a l  s t ruc-  
t u r e  a s  i t  is (as  w e l l  a s  break m i l i -  
t a n t  o b s t r u c t i o n s  i f  they p e r s i s t ) .  
This  would prove t o  t h e  Quebec govern- 
ment i n  power and t h e  Indian na t ions  
of t h e  country t h a t  a  bu f f e r  i s  needed 
t o  keep t h e  peace; i . e .  Department of 
Indian A f f a i r s ,  Dept. of  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  
Dept. of J u s t i c e .  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  is 
these  very  departments t h a t  need t o  
be r e s t r u c t u r e d  i f  peace i s  t o  be kept  
i n  t h i s  country.  They a r e  equal ly  t o  
blame from t h e  s t a r t .  



Dear Mayor Campbell: 

Our Associat ion,  which r e p r e s e n t s  
2,000 r e s i d e n t s  i n  t he  Downtown East- 
s i d e  and Strathcona,  i s  deeply con- 
cerned about t h e  ever- increasing drug 
and drug-related a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  
community. A s  more and more people 
with severe  problems - such a s  drug 
and a l coho l  dependencies,  h i s t o r i e s  
of v io lence ,  and homelessness - con- 
t i nue  t o  be pushed i n t o  our  neighbour- 
hood, our q u a l i t y  of l i f e  cont inues  t o  
d e t e r i o r a t e .  Our loca l lagencdes ,  which 

so t r y i n g  t o  cope wi th  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
To a l l e v i a t e  t h e  problems c r ea t ed  by 

the  drug t r a d e  i n  our  a r e a ,  w e  suggest  
t h e  fol lowing so lu t ions :  
1. More Hispanic  and Native p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  and s t r e e t  workers;  
2 .  Enhanced c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and re- 

c r e a t i o n a l  c e n t r e s ,  p lu s  improve- 
ments i n  s e r v i c e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  
young people; 

3.  Greater  oppor tun i ty  f o r  low-cost 
housing (e .g .  co-ops) f o r  low ,in- 

come earners r .  f a m i l i e s ,  HIV-positive 
persons,  and Nat ives  ; 

4 .  Continued and stepped-up p a t r o l  
of t h e  a r e a s  f requented by t h e  

drug d e a l e r s  and pimps; 
5. Fewer l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s  and o u t l e t s .  

W e  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  and be a 
p a r t  of any f e a s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  and 
would welcome t h e  involvement of d i f f -  
e r e n t  municipal and neighbourhood 
groups i n  t h e  ongoing c r e a t i o n  of a - 

a r e  overworked and underfunded, a r e  a l -  b e t t e r  home f o r  e a s t s i d e  r e s i d e n t s .  
Providing app rop r i a t e  s e r v i c e s  t o  

, people i n  t h e i r  own community may be 
i n i t i a l l y  expensive, bu t  t h i s  w i l l  
save money i n  law enforcement, penal  
and medical c o s t s  over  t i m e .  More i m -  
p o r t a n t l y ,  many l i v e s  w i l l  be saved. 

Thank you f o r  your t ime and a s s i s -  
tance i n  t h i s  ma t t e r .  

Yours t r u l y ,  
Barbara Morrison, Sec re t a ry ,  

Carnegie Community Centre  Associat ion.  
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CANNOT BE SNATCHED BY AN IMMEDIATE 
RAISE I N  RENT. LANDLORDS MUST COMPLY 
WITH THE RULES OF THF, RESIDENTIAL A 

In  Augu,s;C 1989, t h e  law changed. You 
a r e  considered a "hote l  tenant"  , I F  
- you pay l e s s  than  $15 a  day r e n t ,  

per  person, t o  a  h o t e l .  ( I n  o t h e r  
words, i f  you pay l e s s  than  $450/mo) 
AND you have no o t h e r  address .  

~ r i h e s  t h e  new Res iden t i a l  Tenancy 
Act you now have most of t h e  same 
r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  as any o t h e r  
tenant  r e n t i n g  i n  BC. 
EVICTIONS . --------- 

Evic t ions  must be l e g a l .  The mana- 
ger  o r  l and lo rd  cannot say:  "You're 
o u t t a  he re  tomorraw." You must be . 
given proper  n o t i c e .  A l e g a l  ev i c t -  
t i o n  must be served t o  you i n  person 
o r  posted c l e a r l y  on your door. It 's 
almost always on a l e g a l  government 
form. There a r e  b a s i c a l l y  fou r  types  
of e v i c t i o n s  : 
1. A Ten Day Notice f o r  non-payment 
of r e n t .  You have f i v e  days ,  from t h e  
time you r ece ive  your n o t i c e ,  t o  pay. 
This cance ls  t h e  e v i c t i o n  and should 
not  r e s u l t  i n  any p e n a l t y , . u n l e s s  
your cheque bounced. I f  you want t o  
appeal  t h e  e v i c t i o n ,  you must appea l  
a t  t h e  Res iden t i a l  Tenancy Branch 
wi th  f i v e  days of r ece iv ing  no t i ce .  
You have t e n  days t o  move i f  you do 
not appea l  o r  pay. 
2.  A One Month Notice f o r  cause.  This 
genera l ly  concerns a t e n a n t ' s  conduct 

." and is  usua l ly  given when t h e  land- 
l o rd  be l i eves  you have unreasonably 
d is turbed  t h e  o t h e r  t e n a n t s ,  caused 
damage t h a t  you haven ' t  r epa i r ed ,  o r  
impaired t h e  s a f e t y  of o t h e r  tenants .  
These a r e  t h e  most commonly used sec- 
t i o n s  but  t h e r e  are o t h e r s .  The one 

month n o t i c e  must be proper ly  served I I 

t o  you no later than  t h e  day before  
you pay your r e n t .  You have t e n  days 
t o  appeal  from t h e  time you r ece ive  
t h i s  n o t i c e .  
3. A Two Month Notice because t h e  
bu i ld ing  i s  being t o r n  down, convert-  
ed o r  subs$.zntially renovated, o r  be- 
cause t h e  l and lo rd  in tends  t o  move 
h i s  i m e a i a t e  family (spouses,  par- 
e n t s  o r  ch i ld ren )  i n t o  your s u i t e .  I f  
t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  s l a t e d  f o r  demoli t ion 
you can g e t  t h e  c i t y  t o  withhold t h e  
demoli t ion permit f o r  s i x  months. A s  
wi th  t h e  one-month n o t i c e ,  t h e  two- 
month one must be proper ly  served t o  
you no later than  t h e  day before  you 
pay your r e n t .  You then  have 15 days 
t o  appeal .  - 

4. The Early Termination. Th i s ' s  used 
by t h e  landlord  i n  ca ses  where t h e  
, t e n a n t  is bel ieved t o  be an extreme 
danger t o  o t h e r  t enan t s  o r  t o  t h e  
s a f e t y  of t h e  bui ld ing .  A landlord  
can g e t  a hear ing  very  quick ly  a t  t h e  
Res iden t i a l  Tenancy Branch. You a r e  
supposed t o  r e c e i v e  n o t i c e  of t h i s  
hear ing  and may a t t e n d  t o  p re sen t  
your s i d e .  
* THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN LEGALLY 

REMOVE YOU OR YOUR THINGS FROM 
YOUR ROOM I S  A SHERIFF, 

RENT INCREASES ----- --------- 
Your r e n t  can only  be r a i s e d  once 

a  yea r  i f  you s t a y  i n  your p lace .  
You must r e c e i v e  t h r e e  months w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  be fo re  t h e  day you pay your 
snet. For example, i f  you moved i n t o  a 
p l ace  on December 1, 1988, your r e n t  
cannot be r a i s e d  u n t i l  December 1, '89 
and then  only i f  you rece ived  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  be fo re  September 1, 1989. 
G I V E  WRITTEN NOTICE WHEN YOU MOVE 

J u s t  as a l and lo rd  must g ive  a h o t e l  
t enan t  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of e v i c t i o n s  and 
r e n t  i nc reases ,  a h o t e l  t enan t  should 
a l s o  g ive  one f u l l  month's w r i t t e n  no- 
t i c e  be fo re  moving ou t .  This  means 
your l and lo rd  o r  manager must r ece ive  
w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t h e  day be fo re  you pay 



your r e n t .  Your l e t t e r  must have your 
name and address ,  t h e  d a t e  you a r e  
g iv ing  n o t i c e  and t h e  d a t e  you a r e  
moving ou t .  I f  you don ' t  g i v e  proper  
n o t i c e  and t h e  l and lo rd  cannot r e n t  
your p l ace ,  you may l o s e  your s e c u r i t y  
depos i t  o r  t h e  l and lo rd  may t r y  t o  
make you pay t h e  month's r e n t .  Always 
keep a copy of any l e t t e r  you w r i t e  t o  
your l and lo rd  o r  manager. - 

SECURITY DEPOSITS ------- --------- - 
Hotels  may now charge up t o  h a l f  a 

month's r e n t  f o r  s e c u r i t y  d e p o s i t  ( o r  
damage depos i t ) .  This  must be asked 
f o r  when you f i r s t  r e n t  your p l ace  and 
i t  must inc lude  every th ing  ( l i k e  key 
d e p o s i t s ) .  I f  you a r e  on we l f a re ,  your 
worker can g ive  you t h e  s e c u r i t y  dep- 
o s i t .  I f  you have a l r eady  been r e n t i n g  
a p lace ,  t h e  landlord  cannot suddenly 
demand a damage depos i t .  When you move 
out ,  your damage depos i t  must b e - r e -  
turned t o  you, w i th  any i n t e r e s t  owed, 
wi th in  t h i r t y  days. I f  you g e t  back 
less than  you depos i ted ,  a l l  deduct ion 
must be d e t a i l e d  i n  wr i t i ng .  

WELFARE & SHELTER PORTION INCREASES 

S t a r t i n g  wi th  August's cheque, t h e  
s h e l t e r  po r t ions  have been increased .  
Everyone i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h i s ,  bu t  a 
landlord  cannot j u s t  h ike  your r e n t  
without  g iv ing  t h e  t h r e e  months n o t i c e  
o r  l e s s  than  a year  s i n c e  t h e  last  
r e n t  h ike .  There i s  a ma t t e r  of in-  
s i d e  information here,  i n  Vancouver 
anyway, w i th  a number of h o t e l s  g iv ing  
w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  a few months saying 
t h a t  r e n t s  w e r e  going up August ls t ,  
t h e  same day a s  t h e  s h e l t e r  i n c r e a s e s  
come i n t o  e f f e c t .  The ma jo r i t y  of  
t h e  r e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  a t  l e a s t  $10 over  
t h e  maximum s h e l t e r  po r t ions ,  w i th  a 
number $20-$30 h igher .  A s  u sua l ,  w e l -  
f a r e  r e c i p i e n t s  have t o  spend food 
money f o r  t h e  e x t r a  r e n t ,  a te lephone,  ... some people got  ELEVEN DOLLARS MORE 
on t h e i r  support  po r t ion  t o  cover  a l l  
t h e  l i t t l e  e x t r a s . . t h e  luxury i tems.  

W e  are fac ing  a housing c r i s i s ,  
many people a r e  f i n d i n g  themselves 
without  a home due t o  e v i c t i o n s  
caused by demol i t ions  and va r ious  
land pimp t r i c k s .  

DERA f o r  many yea r s  has  a s s i s t e d  
t h e  people of t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  
when they a r e  i n  a housing c r i s i s  
s i t u a t i o n  and need t o  f i n d  a p l ace  
t o  l i v e .  

Recently,  DERA re loca t ed  r e s i d e n t s  
of t h e  Cordova Lodge and V e i l l e  
Hotel  when they  were shu t  down by 
t h e  C i ty ,  and t h e  Ohio Rooms when i t  
burned down. 

Now i t ' s  o f f i c i a l .  The c i t y  and - t h e  province are going 50150 on a . 
gran t  t o  DERA t o  fund a r e l o c a t o r  
f o r  t h e  Downtown Eas ts ide .  DERA w i l l *  
maintain a r e g i s t r y  of accoaodat ions 
i n  t h e  neighbourhood and have a f u l l -  
t ime r e l o c a t o r  t o  he lp  people f i n d  
t h e  few a f fo rdab le  p l aces  t h e r e  a re .  



LOOKING AHEAD 

play in, make a canal beside it, use 

"The highest function of ecology is earth and stuff to build a small hill 

the understanding of conseauences-l1 and hey! Presto!! balance is restored 

Words strung together to express 
what gardeners at the Strathcona 
Community Gardens seem to know in- 
stinctively. The Gardens had the 
annual Open House on Sunday, July 
29th, so interested people could 
walk about, look at the incredible 
things happening, ask questions and 
sip lemonade or sample some of Bob's 
chili. 
The photograph above is the latest 

example of a solution to keep the 
land and it's myriad uses in harmony 
with both nature and people.  here's 
a natural marshy area that kids get 
off splashing through. This upsets 
the lives of the fauna. Solution: 
build a water trough for kids to 



and l i f e  goes on. 
I t ' d  been about two yea r s  s i n c e  

t h i s  w r i t e r  had been t o  t h e  Gardens ' 

on P r i o r  S t r e e t ;  t h e  changes and work 
r e f l e c t  t h e  c r e a t i v e  minds a t  p l ay .  
The S t e r l i n g  Group came l a s t  summer 
and, wi th  much l o c a l  he lp ,  d i d  i n  1 
day t h e  work t h a t  otherwise would 
have taken y e a r s . . l i t e r a l l y !  Before 
a l l  pa ths  were beaten e a r t h ,  with 
p l o t s  sometimes i l l -de f ined  and acc- 
essed wi th  d i f f i c u l t y .  Now t h e r e  a r e  
s t r a i g h t  g rave l  pa ths  w i th  i r r i g a t i o n  
p ipes  under them; t h e r e  is  a growing 
orchard,  t h e r e  i s  a hothouse f o r  
s eed l ings ,  an  herb garden, dozens of 
cedar and spruce t r e e s  and a burgeon- 
ing  compost opera t ion .  There is  even 
a b r i c k  "tea-heater". 

Plans f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  inc lude  increa-  
s i n g  the  compost p a r t  about t e n f o l d ,  
an e a r t h  berm around t h e  n a t u r a l  
marsh, hordes of berry,  bushes and, 
a s  always, more gardens and gardeners!  

A L I C E  

DERA' SHIP SHAPE i s  beginning i t ' s  . 

newest ventQae, ALICE, which s t ands  
f o r  A Low Income Co-operative Endea- 
vor .  It w i l l  be  t h e  f i r s t  food s t o r e  
of i t s  kind i n  t h e  Downtown Eas ts ide .  
A s  of August 1, 1990, we w i l l  have 
our  l o c a t i o n  a t  33 West Cordova and 
start renovat ions.  

We hope t h a t  by September 1, 1990, 
we w i l l  be  i n  f u l l  opera t ion .  Stocked 
w i l l  be dry  goods and a v a r i e t y  of 
canned food, a s  w e l l  a s  c leaning  sup- 
p l i e s  and personal  h e a l t h  products .  

ALICE w i l l  be  s t a f f e d  by the  s e n i o r s  
and administered by DERA. By us ing  
volunteer  workers w e  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  
keep t h e  overhead down t o  a minimum, 
-thereby lowering t h e  c o s t  of t h e  food 
and making i t  a f f o r d a b l e  t o  s e n i o r s  
and those  on low o r  f i x e d  incomes. 

( ~ e ~ r i n t e d  from DERA ~ e w s l e t t e r )  

- 

~ h o u ~ h t s  coming t o  m e  i n  r ays  of 
sun l igh t  

Flooding of sun l i f t i n g  me h igh  

E t e r n i t i e s  i n  a space indesc r ibab le  

Moments of prec ious  fo reve r s .  

E l i zabe th  Thorpe 



DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE SENIORS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKS - family r e l a t i o n s  very  important 

Talk about Grey Power - !!! - need more volunteer  involvement & 
This  day-long meeting, he ld  on June l eade r sh ip  t r a i n i n g  
22nd a t  Jenny Pentland Place ,  w a s  - l a c k  of "social"  i n  s o c i a l  housing 
a l i v e  wi th  s e n i o r s  from s e v e r a l  org- 

B. H o u s i n g / ~ a f e t y  Group: a n i s a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r ea :  DERA SHIP - need t o  c l ean  up parks;  too many 
SHAPE (Seniors  Heal th Independence 

drunken people 
Program S o c i a l  Heal th Action Pro- - need t o  coord ina te  information 
j e c t  E a s t s i d e ) ,  SUCCESS, 411 Seniors  about l o c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
Socie ty ,  t h e  Neighbourhood Helpers - improve networks 
P ro j ec t  of t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  - reach  out  t o  i l l i t e r a t e  people 
Seniors .  - l a ck  of s a f e t y  l i m i t s  mobi l i ty  

Back i n  November, '89, s e n i o r s  and - increase policing 
s t a f f  i n  t h e s e  va r ious  groups f e l t  - need r egu la r  clean-up a t  s i d e  st. 
t h e  need such a - a - need t o  improve crosswalk signals 
t o  g e t  t h e  s en io r s  involved and ac t -  - lack of money leads  to 
i v e  i n  determining p r i o r i t i e s  and - need h e a l t h  workshops 
planning p r o j e c t s .  The i d e a t i o n  was (over 4 the points in as well) 
t o  focus on two themes: (1) s e n i o r s  
needs and p r i o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  Downtown U s  k i d s  (under 40), even though we 
Eas t s ide ;  and (2) developing a c t i o n s /  know every th ing ,  could l e a r n  a  th ing  
p l ans  t o  d e a l  wi th  these .  To g e t  o r  two from t h e  o ld  g a l s  & geezers .  
people's i npu t ,  t h e  f i rs t  th ing  w a s  Safety:  Concerns and Actions: 
a  survey t h a t  went a l l  over  t h e  a r e a  1. ------ Racism 
i n  May. Responses helped d e f i n e  t h e  - use t r a n s l a t o r s  wherever poss ib l e  
scope of t h e  workshop wi th  fou r  main t o  ensure  a l l  people understand 
c a t e g o r i e s  of h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  housing - reach out  (extend ourse lves)  t o  Pea- 
and r e c r e a t i o n / a c t i v i t i e s .  p l e  of o t h e r  races . . t ake  a  r i s k  

- Theatre  - br ing  i n  mu l t i - cu l tu ra l  
A. ~ e c r e a t i o d ~ e a l t h  Group: t h e a t r e  and sha re  f e e l i n g s  - need f o r  educa t ion  r e :  racism and Workshops: use resources of funders 

s t e r eo - typ ica l  th inking  ( l i k e  U . I .  Top-Up) 
- need s e n i o r s  i npu t  i n  l o c a l  a r e a  - to  c o l l e c t  resources  

planning and d e c i s i o n  making -work wi th  volunteers  
- need swimming pool  and r e c r e a t i o n  -develop programs 

f a c i l i t y l c e n t r e  
- s t r eng then  and inc rease  phys i ca l  

a c t i v i t i e s  
- urgen t ly  need cheap, a f fo rdab le  

t r i p s ,  ou t ings ,  t o u r s  
- need s a f e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  n igh t  
- Carnegie Centre  too  th rea t en ing  

f o r  s e n i o r s  
- parks don ' t  meet t h e  needs 
- need indoor t h e r a p e u t i c  pool  and 

indoor swimming pool  



3. Seek core funding for a more uni- 
versal, community-based, personal, 

"neighbour helping neighbour" model 
outreach service. 
4. Informat ion and Communication: 
- make better use of existing community 
newsletters 

- more effective networking 
- information in Cantonese, etc. 

'< - information for low-literacy people 
+ 5. Lobby for decent incomes for sen- ,4 
2; 

iors, including 'under 65' seniors -y 
,- 

2. Street Safety ------------ 
- recognition of community resources 
to solve problems 

- Crosswalks: slower lights needed; 
there are no ramps on some corners 

Contact City Hall: 
- attend meetings as a group 
- show cause, petition 
- use community organisations (D. E. 

Seni.ors , 1st Church Housing, DERA, 
Carnegie, etc.) 
- Traffic: large volume, speed; need 
signs to alert drivers of the nature 
of the community (seniors & handicap) 

- sidewalks: provide for cyclists (in- 
sured & licenced cyclists, trained 
for traffic); meet with cyclist group 
to talk about concerns 

- Lighting: crowds at Pigeon Park 

--- ------------ --- 
- incentives payment for volunteers 
- volunteers meeting needs of seniors 
- registry to match needs with skills 
- promot.ion via informat ion sharing 
- Transportation: where to get wheel- 
chairs; inventroy; donations from 
corporations, service clubs, etc. 

- volunteer visiting program for com- 
panionship, volunteers on call, room 
checks, daily visits & night security 

And, "hammered home", were ways & 
means to get action. 
1. Lobby Provincial & Federal govern- 

ments for ongoing seniors funding. 
Key services cannot be co-ordinated 
on a volunteer basis; need paid staff. 
2. BCHMC/CMHC must recognize that fund- 

ing for housing needs to include 
money for on-site management and soc- 
ial support. 



Dancing on t h e  keys of a computer 

dancing on t h e  computer keys 
my s i s t e r  p l ays  a game 
s h e ' l l  s u r e l y  have fun 
playing t h e  computer 
her  f i n g e r s  dance on t h e  keys 
she goes and p l ays  
u p s t a i r s  
i n  t h e  computer room a t  carnegie  
she l i k e s  t o  p lay  t h e  computer 
a l l  t h e  t i m e  
she l i k e s  t o  p l ay  oregon 
and she  doesn ' t  wanna come o f f  i t  
oregon is a country 
and oregon is a computer game 

AT THE PARK 

A s  I s i t  he re  i n  t h e  Park 
th inking  of a m i l l i o n  th ings  

I hear  those  b l a s t ed  t r a i n s  
screeching  something awful 

The p r o p e l l e r s  t u rn ing  on a 
chopper going o f f  t o  i t s  

next  d e s t i n a t i o n  

L i s t en  t h e r e ' s  another  plane 
landing,  whi le  another  one 

t akes  o f f  t o  God knows where 

The seabus has landed wi th  a 
f u l l  load ,  and w i l l  soon be o f f  

t o  North Vancouver 

A sister s h i p  has blown i ts  
horn t o  l e t  everyone know 

she  w i l l  be l e a v i n g  soon 

The g u l l s  a r e  f l y i n g  overhead, 
looking f o r  t h e i r  next mc. -1 

A s  t h e  wind wisks through t h e  
park,  making t h e  t r e e s  s i n g ,  
t h e  diamonds g l i t t e r  on t h e  
w a t e r  and t h e  g ra s s  dance t o  

a b e a u t i f u l  tune.  A s  i t  smothers 
my body wi th  coolness ,  a s  t he  

sun bea ts  down 

A s  t he  day winds down, t he  
sound of l augh te r  and peaceful  

f e e l i n g s  f ade  away, t o  t he  n igh t  
of many d i f f e r e n t  sounds. 

Margaret Prevos t 

Er i ca  & Francis  



FIGHTING BACK 

(The l e t t e r  below was prepared and 
sen t  by t h e  Law Students  ~ e ~ a l  Ad- 
v i c e  Program. I t 's  a f r e e  s e r v i c e  
and can g ive  much i n  many a reas .  
Law s tuden t s  come t o  Carnegie on a  
weekly b a s i s  and times/days can be 
learned  by c a l l i n g  Info:  665-2220. 

P.S.: Joe  got  h i s  money!) 

To: F l i n t  Residence, 1516 Powell S t  
Re:  Joseph Boucher's Secu r i ty  Dep. 

I have been consul ted by M r .  Joe- 
seph Boucher with r e spec t  t o  d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  out  of t he  s e c u r i t y  
depos i t  he pa id  on Room 223 of your 
Residence. M r .  Boucher advises  me 
a s  follows: 

M r .  Boucher moved i n t o  F l i n t  Res- 
idence e i g h t  years  ago. I n  May of 
t h i s  year ,  he w a s  asked t o  move out  
of h i s  room temporari ly  whi le  i t  w a s  
renovated. He w a s  a l s o  asked a t  t h a t  
time t o  pay a s e c u r i t y  depos i t  on 
t h e  room. M r .  Boucher agreed t o  
change rooms temporari ly  and, on May 
23rd, he paid A r t  Chamberlain of 
your employ $137.50 a s  a  depos i t .  M r .  
Boucher moved out  of F l i n t  Residence 
towards t h e  end of May. Since then 
he has asked A r t  Chamberlain on a  
number of occasions f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  
of h i s  depos i t .  M r .  Chamberlain has 
refused.  

Sect ion 16 of t h e  Res iden t i a l  Ten- 
ancy Act r equ i r e s  t h a t  a  s e c u r i t y  
depos i t  and the  i n t e r e s t  on i t  must 
be re turned  t o  a tenant  wi th in  30 
days of t he  terminat ion of t h e  ten- 
ancy. A s  we l l ,  any shortcomings must 
be accounted i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  ten- 
a n t  wi th in  30 days of te rmina t ion .  

On the b a s i s  of t h e  foregoing 
f a c t s ,  M r .  Boucher could apply f o r  
a r b i t r a t i o n  a t  t he  Res iden t i a l  Ten- 
ancy Branch which could r e s u l t  i n  an  

aware f o r  t h e  above amounts, p l u s  
a l l  disbursements,  c o s t s  & i n t e r e s t .  

M r .  Boucher w i l l  forego f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  upon r e c e i p t  of $137.50, i n  
t he  form of a  c e r t i f i e d  cheque o r  
money o rde r ,  w i th in  t e n  days of t h e  
d a t e  of t h i s  l e t t e r ,  F a i l u r e  t o  do 
so  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  commencement 
of a c t i o n  without  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  

t oge the r  

holy r o l l e r  I t 

ba t  a long ha i r ed  eye c 

t o  test my own mora l i t y  i 

my l i f e  f o r  which I have never compared d 

upon a shee t  of m u l t i p l e  choice  exam P 
t 

poof i n  a  dwell ing of smoke w 
holds  t h e  crunch 
of your phys i ca l  communication a l o f t  B 
as t h e  landscape of  a s i n g l e ,  t 
hardheaded f a c e  - networking a 
an  exaggerated f i n g e r i n g  of r o o t s  v 

breakout & come down 
s o f t l y  t o  t h e  r i v e r s i d e  
fo rc ing  a  connect ion,  every s i g h t  
of you covers  you 
t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  took an  hour 
t o  s l i c e  a  c a r r o t  i n t o  l i t t l e  cubes 
but  you accomplish t r u e  c rud i ty :  
a  s i lver -green  b e a u t i f u l  c a r r o t  
s l i c e d  wi th  your thoughts  
before  t h e  b l i n k  of any 
gray ha i red  winking 
of a long ha i red  eye 

Vishva H a r t t  
t- 



SOCI:ED PO1,ITICS YC&lPER WITH B . C .  LAW --..-- 

In  t h e  wake of t h e  B i l l  Reid-Bud Smith 
a f f a i r ,  y e t  ano the r  s canda l  has broken 
exposing both  t h e  Socred c a b i n e t  tamper- 
ing wi th  t h e  l a w  and a m i n i s t e r  caught  I t r y i n g  t o  cover  up t h e  t r u t h .  

The l a t e s t  s i t u a t i o n  invo lves  a  l a r g e  
f o r e s t  l i c e n c e  awarded i n  t h e  Takla-Sus- 
t u t  reg ion  of nor thwes tern  B.C. Bids f o r  
t he  kucence were made by two l o c a l  f i rms  
i n  Hazelton and Smithers ,  and two from 
f u r t h e r  away. The f o r e s t  s e r v i c e  o f f i c -  
i a l  l e g a l l y  mandated t o  dec ide  who would 
ge t  t he  l i c e n c e  d i d  h i s  j ob  and made an 
independent assessment .  Supported by 
fou r  o u t  of  f i v e  m i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l s ,  he 
chose t h e  Hazelton-Smithers b id s .  

But t h e  Socred c a b i n e t  r e fused  t o  f o l -  
low t h e  law and in t e rvened  p o l i t i c a l l y  
where they were l e g a l l y  forb idden .  (The 
c u r r e n t  f o r e s t  m i n i s t e r  admi t ted  a s  much 
i n  a  J u l y  20 news release, s t a t i n g :  "Un- 
de r  t he  l e g i s l a t i o n  then  i n  e f f e c t ,  el- 
ec t ed  members were no t  a b l e  t o  e x e r c i s e  
t he  decision-making func t ion ." )  Behind 
c losed  doors ,  t h e  Socreds took t h e  l a w  
i n t o  t h e i r  own hands, ove r ru l ed  t h e  in-  

red dependent o f f i c i a l ,  and f o r  t h e i r  own 
p o l i t i c a l  purposes gave t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  

I 
the  o u t s i d e  b idde r s .  It appears  t h e  f i x  
was i n  from t h e  beginning .  

Once aga in ,  Socred p o l i t i k i n g  has  h u r t  
B .C .  t axpayers  and communities. This  l a -  
test Socred manoeuvering c o s t  Hazelton 
and Smithers  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  i n  iil- 

vestments  and s e v e r a l  hundred jobs ,  300 
i n  Hazelton a lone .  The B.C. t r e a s u r y  
l o s t  an e s t ima ted  $1 m i l l i o n  a yea r  i n  
a d d i t i o n a l  revenue expec ted  from t h e  
l o c a l  b ids .  

O n l y  \leeks a f t e r  breaching  t h e  o l d  law 
the Socreds wrote a  new law t o  g ive  t h c  
f v r e s t  m i n i s t e r  a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  inde- 
p ~ n d e n t  f d r e s t  s e r v i c e  e x p e r t s .  A s  a 
Vancouver Sun bus ines s  co lun~n i s  t wrote : 
"A s t r a igh t fo rward  admin ' i s t ra t ive  m a t t e r  
t h a t  can be handled by bu reauc ra t s  has 
k e n  ptlt i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r ena  where 
f avo r i t i sm  and po rk -ba r r e l l i ng  a r e  t h e  
~ r d e r  o f  t he  day ." 

To t h e i r  c r e d i t ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Wazel- 
I ron r e f u s t ~ d  t o  q u i e t l y  accep t  t h e  Socred 
I 
I 

i n t e r f e r e n c e .  Hazel ton complainzd t o  
B.C.  ' s  chbudsman, whose r e c e n t l y  coinple- 
ted  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  exposed t h e  whole mess 
and confirmed t h a t  t h e  Vandcr Zalm gov- 
ernment i n t e r f e r r e d  i n  t h e  p roces s .  

P r ince  Rupert MLA Dan M i l l e r ,  New Demo- 
c r a t  f o r e s t s  c r i t i c ,  has revea led  t h a t  
t h e  former m i n i s t e r  of f o r e s t s ,  Dave Par- 
ke r ,  misled t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h i s  matt-  
e r .  I n  response t o  d i r e c t  ques t ion ing  on 
h t e  award, Parker  claimed t h e  dec i s ion  
was made by t h e  deputy c h i e f  f o r e s t e r ,  and 
not  by t h e  Socred c a b i n e t .  The Ombudsman 
showed t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t he  Socred cab ine t  
improperly over turned  the  o r i g i n a l  indepen- 
dent  d e c i s i o n .  

I b e l i e v e  B r i t i s h  Columbians have had 
enough of Socred backroom manoeuvering and 
tampering wi th  the.,law. Awarding of conpe- 
t i t i v e  l i c e n c e s  must be done openly s o  t h a t  
B.C. companies can b id  i n  good f a i t h ,  know- 
ing  t h e y ' l l  be t r e a t e d  f a i r l y .  Under t h e  
Socred government, no one i n  any f o r e s t  
company i n  B.C. can have t h a t  assurance .  

The message t h i s  s canda l  and o t h e r s  send 
out  t o  a l l  B r i t i s h  Columhians is c l e a r :  
 here appears  t o  be no a r e a  i n  which t h e  
Socreds won't i n t e r f e r e  f o r  t h e i r  own nar-  
row p o l i t i c a l  purposes.  I t ' s  t ime t o  change 
the  government . 

By HIKE 1IARCOIIRT 



We've 
 on' t 

THE UNTOUCHABLES I N  

go t  some monu-"mental" 
know t h e i r  f r o n t s  from 

OTTAWA 

g i a n t s  
t h e i r  "beh 

Stand up i n  Ottawa each day 
B u l l s h i t  t h e  pub l i c  f o r  t h e i r  pay 

I n  Parl iament  they par leevoo 
Salmon-arm Sa lu t e  and poopoo 
Oui Oui of course t o  r a i s e  i n  pay 
Pub l i c  be damned, l e t  them eat hay 

They shout ' n  wave 'n  y e l l  t o  h e l l  
Tighten your b e l t s  ' n  f a r e  t hee  w e l l  
Proboscus n o s t r o s  w e  now r u l e  
Poor c i t i z e n  you ' re  such a f o o l  

The P.M. has  a barnyard b r a i n  
H e  uses  t o  c o n t r o l  and r e i g n  
H i s  "cockus" c l i q u e  of "put ty"-cats 
To grove l  'yes '  down on t h e i r  s l a t s  
11 Conserve-a-Tory" r u s t  o r  b u s t  

To such degree of power l u s t  
M.P.s a l l  l i n e d  up a t  t h e  t rough 
A-snortin t h e r e ' s  never  enough 

A pox upon p o l i t i c r o o k s  
I mean t h e  qu i rk s  who cooked t h e  books 
Then dared u s  "Catch m e  i f  you can" 
With a w e l l  hatched cover-up p l an  

Our system's  but  a l e g a l  p l ay  
Allowing Shi locks t o  enjoy 
Their  r a i d s  i n t o  t h e  cookie  j a r  
A s   h he Untouchables' they a r e .  

HooHoo 

METRIC CONVERSION CHART -- 
When Multi~lv . . 

You Know BY To Find 
inches 2.54 centlmetres 

feet 30 
yards 0.9 
miles 1.6 
acres 0.4 

ounces 28 
pounds 0.45 

short tons 0.9 
gallons (Imp.) 4.5 

OC = ( O F  - 32) x .555 
O F  = (OC X 1.8) + 32 

centimetres 
metres 

kilometres 
hectares 

grams 
kilograms 

tomes 
litres 

ind 

BRIDGE, BRIDGE, BRIDGE 

The i n t e r e s t  i n  an  organized 
Bridge Club is  growing aga in  i n  
Carmegie. J u s t  r e c e n t l y  t h e  Carne- 
g i e  Seniors  had a Bridge Tournament 
( Ju ly  16) t o  select people  t o  rep- 
r e s e n t  u s  % t h e  Sea F e s t i v a l ' s  
Seniors '  Bridge Tournament (Ju1.24). 
The winners of t h e  Carnegie Tourna- 
ment were: John Cressman & A r t  
Cout ts ;  Lloyd Caton & Bob Kiggins.  

A t  t h e  Sea F e s t i v a l  Glen L e s l i e  
f i l l e d  i n  f o r  Bob who was unable  t o  
make it. Thanks guys, you d i d  wel l !  
Now o t h e r s  have s a i d  "How do we go 
about re-organizing a Carnegie 
Bridge Club?'' Here's how: 

I f  you ' re  i n t e r e s t e d ,  p l e a s e  come 
t o  a meeting Sunday, August 26th 
i n  t h e  Theatre  a t  2:00 p.m. t o  d i s -  
cuss  t h e  i dea .  O r ,  i f  you c a n ' t  
make t h e  meeting, l e t  Paul  H a r r i s  
(who can o f t e n  be found vo lun tee r ing  
on t h e  2nd f l o o r ) ,  o r  Donalda Viaud 
( s t a f f ,  3rd f l o o r )  know you ' re  in -  
t e r e s t e d .  

We hope t o  g e t  t h e  c lub  going 
aga in  by September. So p r a c t i c e  
your bidding eh! 



NO WAY ON EARTH 

Agri-trade coll.ections 
minerology courier erosion 
the manufacturing processes 
disposal of waste 

Lay down your arms 
- don't lift a finger 

Go limp 
and resist 
the need for greed mismanagement 
and wastes 

Recycle more 
use it all 
re-use or refuse 
r e f u s e  

-!in Taum DYc' R 

Life's Like That 

WELCOME 



Deaf Ears 

I am a twenty-eight year old male, 
single (divorced actually) welfare 
recipient. I don't usually stand out 
in a crowd, and most people would 
never suspect I suffer from what has 
been diagnosed as depression. I don't, 
however, wish to tell you the reader 
about depression (I'm not qualified). 
I do wish to inform you of the pro- 

blems I have encountered ip obtaining 
suitable therapy for my condition. 
I was first diagnosed as depressed 

ten months ago in another province. 
I admitted myself to hospital because 
of a failed suicide attempt and deci- 
ding to get help. I was released ten 
days later and given an appointment 

see a psychiatrist* I saw him then wanted details; details which I 
five minutes every two weeks. I moved felt was doctor-client privileged. 
to try and "start over". The worker then informed that I could 
If has been consistent in trust her. I told the worker that it 

the last ten years, it's been the ,, was not a matter of trust, that it 
fact that: I've moved to "start over. 

In Vancouver I was referred to St. 
Paul's Outpatient Dept. by Emergency. 
There I was assessed and referred to 
the "intense group therapy" program. 
The director (intake worker) said I 
needed "one on one" psychotherapy and 
referred me to the Strathcona Commun- 
ity Mental Health Unit on Heatly St. 
for a) "one on one" therapy, and b) 
.because that was in my area. 
This morning I went to the Strath- 

cona center. I went in and explained 
that I was referred there. I was told 
to wait and then was directed to see 
their intake worker. 
The worker asked the usual name and 

health care card questions. She then 
asked why I came there. I told her 
it was for depression. The worker 

was my right to limit information of 
my health concerns to the licenced 
physician. The worker then informed 
me that their centre is a "team" and 
that I would not be allowed to see 

their psychiatrist unless she, the 
worker, deemed it necessary. While 
the worker may be qualified to det- 
ermine who I should see, there is , 
as far as I know, no law (and she 
agreed) that would protect me if 
she, the worker, divulged any infor- 
mation to a third party. 
In closing, let me say that even . 

though Canadians did enjoy the right 
to privacy, it is a right that comes 
only with risk to one's mental health. 
i.e. '1'm the nurse, secretary, in- 
take worker, etc. and I won't ;et 
you see the psychiatrist unless you 
give up your right to privacy. 

The Patient 



L)OWNrl'OWN 685-4488 Wed. even ing :  5 t o  8 :30  Drop i n  

EASTSILIE D r .  AL VENNEMA 
Free  d o c t o r s  on s i t e  o r  c a l l  

YOUTH Thur .evening:  5 t o  8 :30  f o r  an 
223 Main Dr.COLIN HORRICKS a p p o i n t -  

( c o n f i d e n t i a l )  STD n u r s e s  a r e  on s i t e  ment . 
t h rough  t h e  weekdays. 

DONATIONS SINCE INCEPTION: 
Bruce T.-$200 Yanum Spa th  -$200 
Nancy W.-$300 W i l l i s  S.-$110 
George B.-$15 Rich P.-$41 
Robert  S .-$80 J a n c i s  A.-$45 
L u i s P . - $ 2 0  T o m - $ 4 . 0 2  
b r g  s.-$20 L.B.T. -$lo0 
Ted B.-$5 S h e i l a  B.-$2 

1111 H I -  1 ) 1 1 1 8  1 A I I U I ~  1 1 1 , , , , 1  -ill 
' * w J t  11 W '4Ilt l  < l l T M l  A \  > <  I A T , ~  

L i l l i a n  H.-$20 James M.-$50 
1.MacLeod-$200 K e l l y  -$6 

~ ~ r l ~  l  , r r l r t r F n r  t i $ *  r l . v r  o f  L n d l r l d u a l  'I 
r l b u t o r -  m d  not 11 r h v  A \ ~ o < l r c L o n  

J.  E a s t  -$1 Nancy 5.-$70 
Sue H.-$20 S t e v e  R.-$10 
I a n  -$5 B.  & B.  -$8 

FREE - donations accepted. CEEDS - $ l o  
E t i e n n e  S .-$40 

City info staff can't accept 
dmations for this newsletter, so K e i t h  C.-$20 
if you can help, find Paul Taylor (Sunday) Mendel R.-$15 W i l f r i d  B.-$12 
and he'll give you a receipt. K'lem G.-$5 Anonymous -$48.73 

Tbmks everybody. The F i r e  Bug -$250 
Terry  t h e  T e r r i b l e  -$ lo0  
Arch ie  M.-$100 Linda  K.-$100 

N E E D  H E L P ?  Maureen R.-$5 Sandy c.-$40 
\ 

D E R A  c a n  h e l p  y o u  w i t h :  
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1 READER'S DIGEST 

A TAX TIME BOMB 
The new levy may not only boost taxes next year - it 
could impose an even greater load on us in the future 

I N THE summer of 1989, long be- 
fore a nickel of the new goods 
and services tax (GST) was due 

to be collected, the proposal had the 
nation in an uproar. On the Prairies, 
voters packed Axe-the-tax rallies. 
Opposition MPs and senators tried 
hard to stall it in Parliament. News- 
papers collected thousands of anti- 
GST signatures. Tax resisters vowed 
they wouldn't pay. And Brian Mul- 
roney's Conservatives were driven 
lower in popularity surveys than any 
other ruling party in a half-century 
of poll taking. 

Why the bitter opposition to a 
kind of taxation already in effect in 
most industrial countries? Why the 
fierce reaction against a levy that the 
government says is fairer and will 
benefit us by replacing the existing 
federal tax on  manufactured goods 
with a more visible across-the-board 
tax on goods and services? 

Yes, services too; and that's part 
of the trouble. We aren't used to 
paying sales tax on plumbing ,bills, 
taxi fares, haircuts and lawyers' fees. 
Also, the new tax's application to 
manufactured items is difficult to 
understand. It is a value-added tax, 
which means it is levied on the value 
added at each stage of manufacture 
or distribution, and the ultimate con- 
sumer - you and I - will bear the 
cost. 

Then there is a sense of betrayal. 
Finance Minister Michael Wilson 
promised the tax would be simple. 
And he said he would try to inte- 
grate it with existing provincial taxes 
so Canadians would know instantly 
the total tax they would pay on a 
toaster or  a pair of shoes. 

Upward Revision. But the GST 
isn't simple, and it isn't integrated. 
The bill, now awaiting Senate ap- 
proval, is a book of 343 pages stuffed 

with complex guidelines. There is a 
dividing line, for example, between 
what the legislation considers gro- 
ceries, which are exempt, and what 
it regards as prepared foods, which 
will be taxed. This was done to 
maintain competitive equity be- 
tween grocery stores and take-out 
establishments. A pack of seven 
cookies will be tax-free because items 
sold in quantities of more than six 
are considered a basic grocery item 
that is taken home to be prepared 
and eaten; a pack of five of exactly 
the same kind will be taxable since 
they are considered to be a prepared 
food for immediate consumption. 

Because federal-provincial talks 
aimed at integration of sales taxes 
were unsuccessful, Canadians in ev- 
ery province except Alberta, which 
has no sales tax, will pay two taxes 
on most purchases. 

The finance minister cut the Jan- 
uary 1, 1991, starting rate from nine 
to seven percent to help sell the tax. 
But such analysts as the Toronto ac- 
counting and management consult- 
ing firm of Ernst & Young expect 
the GST to be treated as "a ready 
revenue source," and say the "rate 
will be subject to regular upward re- 
vision during the '90s as the govern- 
ment tries to cope with its stubborn 
deficit difficulties and increasing 
spending pressures." 

Before they came to power, the 
Tories, with Wilson as Opposition 
budget critic, denounced the Liber- 
als for overtaxing Canadians. Now 
they find themselves targets of simi- 
lar accusations. As resistance to the 
GST built up over the past year, 
Prime Minister Mulroney admitted 
in a CBC radio interview that the 
new tax was a "pretty good way" to 
become unpopular. How, then, did 
the government get involved in try- 
ing to impose a tough new tax on 
just about everything citizens buy? 

The story goes back to 1984 when 
the Tories took over an economy 
struggling to recover from the worst 
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since the 1930s. They 
to do two things: get the def- 

icit under control, and reform the 
tax system by making it fairer and 
simpler. 

/ Wilson, as the new finance minis- 
, ter, inherited a budget deficit of al- 
' 

most $40 billion a year. He  VOW,^ to 
cut it by reducing spending rather 
than incias ing taxes. Since then he 
has put more than 33 tax increases 
into effect, and the government's to- 
tal spending has grown to $143 bil- 
lion in 1989 from $109 billion in 
1984. The deficit is still uncomfort- 
ably near $30 billion. 

As for the drive to reform the tax 
system, it was inspired by cuts in 
the United States. The Finance Min- 
ister was afraid too many Canadians 
would be lured south'by lower in- 
come-tax rates. So he announced, ip 
1986, a bid to "restore a healthier 
balance among the personal, corpo- 
rate and sales taxes" that would "re- 
verse the trend which has resulted in 
greater reliance on personal income 
tax." The tax load would be shifted 
to shoulders better able to  bear it, 
but the total burden was not to be 
increased. 

Wilson hoped a value-added tax 
would be welcomed in Canada as it 
had been in New Zealand. But the 
New Zealand tax, legislated in 1985, 
was tied to income-tax reductions. 
People could see one tax going down 
when the other was imposed. 

In Canada, income-tax rates were 
cut before the 1988 election, but 
raised again afterwards. Introduc- 
tion of the "new national sales tax" 
legislation was postponed until after 
the vote. 

Protective Gimmick. The main 
benefit Wilson claims for the GST is 
that it replaces the present federal 
sales tax, a tax he has called "a silent 
killer of jobs," and a tax that busi- 
ness has complained about for years. 
This tax is levied at  the manufactur- 
ers' level, which means that its bur- 

/ den on various kinds of goods is 
I 

chancy, depending on whether mar- 
keting and distribution costs make 
up a big or  small part of the final 
price. Yet Wilson's complaints about 
the existing tax ring hollow. He in- 
herited a nine-percent rate from the 
Liberals and has raised it four times. 
It now stands at 13.5 percent. 

One reason some 48 industrial 
countries have adopted a value-add- 
ed tax is that it is one of the few ways 
allowed by the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade. the world 
trade watchdog, to design a national 
tax system against imports and in fa- 
vour of exports. In other words, it is 
protectionism. 

The GST will work like a tariff be- 
cause it is charged on imports, but 
not on exports. Goods produced in 
other countries will be more expen- 
sive for Canadians to buy, while our 
exports will be cheaper to foreign 
consumers. But as more counties 
adopt a GST-type tax, the less the 
protective gimmick will work for us. 
We tax the other country's exports 
and they tax ours. Nobody is any 
further ahead. 

Nevertheless, the trade effect, the 
government claims, is one of the 
ways the GST will benefit the econo- 
my. Another is the massive transfer 
of the tax burden frorfi business to 
the consumer. It has been estimated 
that business absorbs about half the 
Dresent federal sales tax instead of 
being able to pass it on to the con- 
sumer. The new tax is designed to be 
passed right down the line to the 
final point of sale. 

Here's how the value-added as- 
pect works: The GST is seven per- 
cent on the final price paid by the 
consumer. But it is collected in bits 
and pieces at each stage of produc- 
tion and distribution, according to 
how much value each person pro-. 
ducing and distributing an item adds 
to that item. 

Imagine a forester who cuts down 
a tree. The tree goes to the sawmill 
to be made into lumber. The lumber 

goes to a manufacturer to be made 
into a chair. The chair goes to a 
wholesaler who ships i t  to a retailer 
who sells i t  to a consumer. The GST 
is charged on the sale price at  each 
step of this process. Each person in- 
volved pays the government seven 
percent of the value he adds - and 
gets the money back through a tax 
credit. The rate of tax is seven per- 
cent at  each stage, but the amount of 
tax gets bigger and bigger as the vaf: 
ue of the item increases on its way to 
the retail sale. The tax credit enables 
the item to be taxed at seven percent 
at the various stages of production 
and distribution without the price 
increasing due to taxation, thus 
avoiding a cascading effect. The last 
person in the process, the consumer, 
pays seven percent tax on the retail 
price, but is not entitled to a credit. 

The system turns the seller at  
each stage into a tax collector. And 
it provides a compelling motive all 
the way up the line for charging the 
tax. If the retailer, for example, fails 
to charge the ultimate customer the 
tax, he'll be out the GST he had to 
pay to the wholesaler. From the 
government's standpoint this is 
beautiful: The tax polices itself. But 
is it a fair tax? 

Wilson's GST reverses his earlier 
attempts to make the tax system 
more equitable by gearing levies to 
ability to pay. The richest Canadi- 
ans will feel the new tax least. The 
poor will pay at the cash register, 
then get at least some of their money 
back through an awkward system of 
tax-credit cheques. 

The biggest losers will be middle- 
class Canadians with incomes in the 
$30,000 to $70,000 range - more 
than 50 percent of all families. These 
Canadians are too "rich" to qualify 
for the tax-credit cheques intended 
to ease the GST for the poor. But, 
unlike the truly rich, they have to 
spend most of their incomes. And 
that spending puts them right in the 
sights of Wilson's new consumer 



tax. 
Turning Points. The government 

has used the most soothing numbers 
i t  can muster to make the'case for. 
the GST. It expects manufacturers 
to cut prices to reflect the removal 
of the present federal sales tax. It 
expects the GST will stimulate man- 
ufacturing and exports, and give 
Canada a greater output to divide 
among its citizens. But Canadians 
have been made GST-sensitive by 
the long struggle over the tax. To 
make the government's numbers 
come out right, sellers and buyers 
will have to stand still and take the 
tax blow. But they're much more 
likely to try to defend themselves 
and their standards of living by 
building a GST-cushion into future 
contracts for prices and wages. 

The wave of anger that has swept 

"Darling, your shed has orrived. " 
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across the country is partly attribut- 
able to an instinctive feeling that 
the cost will be much higher than 
the government has admitted. There 
is also resentment over the govern- 
ment's abandoning its avowed pur- 
suit of a lighter and fairer tax load. 
Just as the GST is a turning point 
towards consumption taxes, the 
public outrage may be a turning 
point of its own - a widespread 
reaction against increasingly heavy 
taxation. 

The government's pitch for the 
tax now is focused on the claim that 
Ottawa can cut the federal deficit 

only by raising taxes. The claim is 
suspect. Tax increases have been in- 
flationary, thus giving the Bank of 
Canada a reason to raise interest 
rates to fight inflation. But every 
time the bank raises interest rates, it 
also raises the carrying cost of the 
national debt, giving the govern- 
ment a new reason to raise taxes. 

By facing up to the hard decisions 
about spending, the government 
could have cut into this vicious cir- 
cle in the seven-year growth period 
that came before the present eco- 
nomic slowdown. It's tougher now, 
but it still has to be done. 

"He'll be here in a minute - he's just 
putting up sonre shelves in the kitchen. " 

rrrrrrrrr irrrrrr rw  rrrrrr 

The talking stick 

An a n c i e n t  and  h o n o u r a b l e  way,  p r a c t i c e d  b y  A b o r i g i n a l  P e o p l e s ,  f o r  
s p e a k i n g  f rom t h e  h e a r t .  P e r s o n s  s i t  i n  a c i r c l e  w i t h  a s t i c k  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e .  Whoever h o l d s  t h e  s t i c k  t a l k s  f rom t h e  d e e p e s t  t r u t h  t h e y  c a n  
f e e l  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t .  No o n e  e lse  s p e a k s  u n t i l  t h e  s t i c k  is  p a s s e d  on 
t o  them.  B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  C a r n e g i e  N e w s l e t t e r ,  The - 
T a l k i n g  S t i c k  w i l l  b e  t h e  fo rum f o r  d e b a t e ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  s o r r o w  and  h o p e .  
S u b m i s s i o n s  are t o  b e  n o  l o n g e r  t h a n  1 p a g e  i n  l e n g t h .  



THE GREAT D I V I D E  
MORIGINAL VERSUS EUROPEAN? 

1 l i k e  t o  fhank both Tora and Mike f o r  
t h e i r  e x c i t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i g n i t i n g  t h e  
Newslet ter .  Mike's evoca t ion  of a co r r -  
upted c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r  "made by myopic 
madmen" i s  l u c i d  and convincing.  

However, t h e  "Great Divide" aga in  app- 
e a r s :  t h e  Abor ig ina l  v s .  European S p i r i t  
( i t  is a l l  b l ack  o r  whitelgood o r  bad) .  

MY argument: one can l e a r n  from both Ab- 
o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e s  and t h e  a n c i e n t  Creeks. 

Both Tora and Mike blame "European su- 
p e r i o r i t y "  and "Soc ra t i c  reasnn" f o r  to-  
day ' s  v u l g a r  ma te r i a l i sm .  Germans blamed 
a  sma l l  F a s c i s t  power e l i t e  f o r  Nazi a t r -  
o c i t i e s .  However, a l l  G e m n s  ( i n  f a c t  
a l l  Humanity) must be he ld  r e s p o u s i b l e ,  
both c o l l e c t i v e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y .  Hu- 
manity l e t  i t  happen. S i m i l a r l y  humanity 
a l s o  allowed "a few myopic madmen'' t o  
c o n s t r u c t  t h i s  new Babylon. 

Any deba t e  about  a proper  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  
which w i l l  p rovide  an "ob jec t ive  overview: 
is vacuous. It a l l  depends on one ' s  pedi -  
a t e d  c u l t u r a l  exper ience .  This  w r i t e r  be- 
came d i sgus t ed  a t  an  e a r l y  age  w i th  hu- 
manity when s e e i n g  a documentary f i l m  on 
Auschwitz. This  shocking exposure gave me 
an o b j e c t i v e  unders tanding  of what " c iv i -  ' l i z ed"  human be ings  are capab le  o f .  

1 True, 'European s u p e r i o r i t y '  cannot  mask 
t a  depraved p a s t .  However, t o  deem S o c r a t i c  

,, reason (Mike) o r  'European s u p e r i o r i t y '  
In." r e spons ib l e  is u n f a i r  and igno res  o u r  res -  

' p o n s i b i l i t y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Man w a s  blamed 

I f o r  S t a l i n ,  Nie tzsche  f o r  H i t l e r .  I f  Rea- 
son has  h i s t o r i c a l l y  been pe rve r t ed  i n  
t h e  name of  p r o g r e s s / p r o f i t ,  let  u s  n o t  
blame t h e  phi losophers .  They d i d  n o t  ad- 
voca te  m a t e r i a l  g reed  o r  s p i r i t u a l  a t rophy.  1 Tora c l a ims  t h a t ,  i n  ' i d e a l '  a b o r i g i n a l  
s o c i e t i e s  , i n d i v i d u a l s   uncompromisingly 
shared t h e i r  deepes t  wishes and h i g h e s t  

' i d e a l s . "  I thank him f o r  s h a r i n g  t h e  pur- 
and phi losophy of  t h e  t a l k i n g  s t i c k  

need and p l a c e  f o r  
i n  ou r  s p i r i t -  

a l l y  impoverished age.  I n  f a c t ,  community 
rouPs a t  P a c i f i c  Youth (my workplace) re- 

f l e c t  t h i s  approach. 
I found Tora ' s  e l a b o r a t i o n s  s o  i n t r i g u i n g  

t h a t  I d i d  some r e sea rch  on Shamanism i n  
o r d e r  t o  understand a l i e n a t i o n  a s  used by 
Tora. I l ea rned  t h a t  Shamans of s u p e r i o r  
i n t e l l e c t  were s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  a b i l i t y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  auto-  
hypon i t i c  t r a n c e s .  I a l s o  l ea rned  about  
war lo rds  and h i e r a r c h i c a l  t r i b a l  d i v i s i o n s  
..which weakens Tora ' s  i d e a l i s t i c  pro jec-  
t i o n .  I wonder how many o rd ina ry  i nd iv id -  
u a l s  can e n t e r  i n t o  such d i r e c t  communion 
wi th  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ?  How do such i n t e n s e  
m y s t i c a l  d e p a r t u r e s  s e r v e  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ?  

Even i f  such e g a l i t a r i a n  c u l t u r e  once 
e x i s t e d ,  one cannot  go back. The l e f t i s t  
goa l  today is  t o  change t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e l a -  
t i o n s  of  dominat ion and subord ina t ion .  To 
do t h i s ,  Tora i n c l u c a t e s  an a l t e r e d  s t a t e  
o f  consc iousness  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  t h e  c o l l -  
e c t i v e ,  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  consciousness.  Marx 
p r e d i c t e d  a c o l l e c t i v e ,  p r o l e t a r i a n ( c 1 a s c )  
d ~ ~ s c i o u s n e s s  would l e a d  t o  communism, 
i.e, t h e  c o l l a p s e  of  a n  e x p l o i t a t i v e ,  cap- 
i t a l i s t  o rde r .  However, such c o l l e c t i v + -  
z a t i o n  o f  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  c l a s s  consc l -  
ousness  d i d  n o t  occur .  I n s t e a d ,  as Mike 
no te s ,  " th ings  o u t  t h e r e  have become even 
u g l i e r . "  Mike invokes a  darkquote  about  
t h e  " c r e a t i v e  hero ,  who c a r r i e s  t h e  c r o s s  
of t h e  redeemer.. . i n  t h e  s i l e n c e s  of h i s  
pe r sona l  d e s p a i r . "  I cannot  he lp  i t ,  bu t  
t h i s  reminds m e  of Kafka, t h e  s o l i t a r y  
melancholic ,  who from h i s  gloomy room 
foresaw t h e  nightmares of Nazism. Maybe I 
am b ia sed ,  bu t  I cannot  see any p r a c t i c a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  coming from t h i s  t r a g i c  hero.  

The ' o u t c a s t ' ,  when r e t u r n i n g  from h i s  
e x i l e ,  o r  c r e a t i v e  hero ,  is no t  necessar -  
i l y  t he  e x c l u s i v e  v e h i c l e  f o r  s o c i a l  
change. I t  i s  o f t e n  t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  non myth- 
i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l  who has  r i s e n  t o  e t h i c a l /  
moral cha l l enges  and demands. 

U l t ima te ly ,  one must choose one ' s  own 
r e spons ib l e  pa th ,  purpose and meaning; i n  
t h e  end l i f e ' s  meaning is never  anyth ing  
e l s e  but  t h e  one we g i v e  i t .  One is a l o n e  
i n  t h i s  t a s k  and v i s i o n s  are v a l u a b l e  only  
i f  t e s t e d  by l i v i n g  them. 

By LAILA BERGANS 



.'I would like to have the purpore 

"Do a l l  t h e  good you can,  i: a l l  t h e  
ways you can,  t o  a l l  t h e  people you 
can,  i n  a l l  t h e  p laces  you can,  f o r  
a s  long a s  eve r  you can . I 1 '  - i d e a t  ion 
of s p i r i t u a l i t y .  The power i n  t h i s  
can conquer f e a r ;  i t  can make a c t i o n  
and words b r i n g  p o s i t i v e ,  p rogress ive  
s o c i a l  change. When you dec ide  t o  be 
honest  wi th  y o u r s e l f ,  your conscience 
l e a r n s  t o  d i s c r imina t e .  Actions & words 
ag ree . . a r e  c l e a r ,  s t rong  and t r u e .  Lan- 
guage, spoken o r  n o t ,  communicates i f  
your t h ink ing  is  c l e a r ,  b u t  used badly 
i deas  degenera te  i n t o  s o  much crud." 

(*crud i s  a  synonym f o r  t h e  word used 
t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  product of a  b u l l ' s  
bowel movement) = s t a t i c  arguments; 
they make you want t o  scream. W i t -  
n e s s  L a i l a ' s  s ta tement  t h a t  a l l  hu- 
manity is  t o  blame f o r  t h e  Nazi a t r -  
o c i t i e s .  She s ays ,  "We l e t  i t  ha.ppen!" 
Classroom academiks, non-consciously,  
a l low sacred  l o g i c  & reasoning  t o  say 
Native Peoples ' l e t '  t h e  non-natives 
take  t h e i r  l ands ,  k i l l  them, rape  
f o r e s t s ,  p o l l u t e  t h e  environment, 
d i s t r i b u t e  b l anke t s  s a t u r a t e d  wi th  
sna l lpox  ... The people of Canada 
le t  t h e  "Free" Trade scam come i n t o  
e f f e c t  - i t ' s  obviously our  f a u l t  
t h a t  jobs a r e  being l o s t ,  t h a t  pov- 
e r t y  i s  growing by l e a p s  and bounds, 
t h a t  people a r e  ~ l e ~ e p i n g  i n  t h e  
streets, t h a t  v io l ence  and crime and 
drugs a r e  everywhere. It 's a l l  our 
f a u l t . . i t l s  always t h e  v i c t i m ' s  f a u l t  
f o r  n o t  being on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
Anyone on we l f a r e  i s  obviously t h e r e  
because they 've  chosen t o  be... To 
keep anger  under c o n t r o l  is sometimes 
harder ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  someone who 
has  been i n  t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  
f o r  awhile ,  working wi th  people  he re  
and i n t e r a c t i n g  wi th  u s  s o c i a l l y . .  
Maybe you t h i n k  a l l  t h e  f i g h t s  t h a t  

people have wi th  wel fa re ,  a l l  t h e  . 
agony o f  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  s h e l t e r  (dare  
I say  i t  - a home?) i f  you are s i n g l e  
wi th  a  c h i l d ,  a l l  t h e  w r i t i n g  and 
meetings and events  and demonstra- 
t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  happening EVERY DAY 
i n  Carnegie ... i s  a l l  t h i s  j u s t  made 
up, j u s t  f i c t i o n ? !  

You can bury yourse l f  i n  t h e  Anci- 
e n t  Greeks, i n  r e f e r ences  t o  ph i lo-  
sophers  and books and you can s t a y  
b l i n d  t o  what 's  happening a l l  around 
you. You can r e f e r  t o  Shamans a s  
11 those  who are adept  a t  e n t e r i n g  
auto-hypnotic t rances"  (such a  c u t e  
s c i e n t i f i c  throwaway) and cont inue  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  every th ing ,  a l l  soc- 
i a l  i s s u e s  l i k e  racism,  sexism, pov- 
e r t y ,  homelessness a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
miraculous r e s o l u t i o n  through t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  method of debate .  

Tora advocates  a l i e n a t i o n  a s  t h e  
means t o  g e t t i n g  an  o b j e c t i v e  over- 
view and I agree .  But h e r e ' s  t h e  
crux:  a l l  s p i r i t u a l  p rogress  and 
s o c i a l  change is consequent upon a 
pe r sona l  commitment. The a b o r i g i n a l  
worldview makes t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and 
s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  of being i n a l i e n a b l e .  
You cannot d i s r ega rd  I n f i n i t y ,  you 
can only  assume t h a t  ignor ing  univer- 
sal law somehow excepts  you from i t s  
consequences. I t ' s  t h i s  t h a t  has  
given us  t h e  materialism, t h e  i n ju s -  
t i c e  and t h e  at tempted murder of  
S p i r i t u a l i t y  t h a t  is  choking humanity. 

When w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  you heard 
t h e  word "scandal"? S t ruggle  is  t h e  
essence  of l i f e .  You cannot c la im t o  
be a l i v e  and p a r t  of l i f e  by c l o s i n g  
your se l f  o f f  from l i v i n g .  
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