


The View from Here 

Raising the consciousness of human- 
ity is a tall order. Each of us can 
work for this, but some of us seem to 
feel that humanity isn't worth the 
effort. Say hello to malignant dis- 
crimination..economic, racial, reli- 
gious, national, social, political, 
intellectual, sexual. 
Through the medium of the Carnegie 

Newsletter, there's an onging focus 
on what people here see as injustice. 
Almost every aspect of life - here, 
there, everywhere - is a matter of 
difference of opinion, of codes or 
principles, of the good of the many/ 
the good of the few/the good of the 
individual. It's not all fun & games. 
From here, we react strongly when 

our well-being and future is dis- 
counted as irrelevant. We fight back 
and sometimes win, but the numbers 
are intimidating, almost overwhelm- 
ing. The incomes of 1% of Canadians 
are 68 TIMES HIGHER than the other 
99%. Yet this 1% pay less than 113 
of the taxes.  hat's one 'small' 
example of economic disparity; simi- 
lar examples can be drawn from any 
of the areas of discrimination above. 
Three years ago, Tora wrote a story 

called "Different from the dream" 
"...I dreamed they pushed Vander Zalm 
into the centre of a circle of elder 
shamans and made him sit there for 7 
days & 7 nights. They talked to him, 
even in the middle of the night, for 
7 nights. On the last night, RCMP 
helicopters hovered overhead. 

Vander ~alm's mind snapped. By the 
time those old Haida shamans led him 
to the edge of the logging operation 
the guy could hardly talk. He wander- 
ed around in the stumps & slash for a 
long time before the police picked 
him up. All the old Haida shamans & 
their youthful apprentices gave them- 

selves up and got put in jail. The 
next day-vande; ~ a l m  appeared on TV. 
He looked like he'd seen a ghost. He 
said he was changing the name of the 
Queen Charlotte Islands to Haida Is- 
lands & it would be North America's 
first independent Indian Nation & no- 
body was allowed to mine or log there 
ever again ... 
He let all the Haida out of jail. 

Nobody could believe it. When the pa- 
pers came through, the Haida held a 
potlatch like never before. People 
broke down and cried. 
Dreams took over my mind last night. 

They often do. And then, there's the 
reality..different from the dream.'' 
Our dreams, the good ones, put in 

pictures what we feel is right & just. 
Events in daily life can either make 
our dreams so much wishful thinking 
or they can raise our awareness. 
"f reel' trade, the GST, housing, pov- 

erty, welfare rates/corporate welfare 
bums, racism, ~oliticaLdecisions inade 
to serve vested interests ... all feed 
our inner rage. 
I think all any of us can do, has to 

do, is to fight against injustice and 
work for spiritual progress and social 
change. As the song goes - 

"You must have a code 
that you can live by .'I 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



The National Advisory Council on 
Aging reported this spring that some 
provinces will be treating the new 
GST credits as income in calculating 
social assistance benefits. Of course, 
should this happen, people on welfare 
and senior citizens, among others, 
will receive a smaller cheque from 
the provincial government each month. 
I wrote recently to Finance Mini- 

ster Me1 Couvelier concerning the BC 
position. Mr. Couvilier responded 
that the government had yet to make a 
decision. I urge all Carnegie News- 
letter readers to take a minute to 
write the Minister of Social Services 
and Housing, Hon. Norman Jacobsen, at 
the Parliament Buildings, Victoria, 
B.C. V8V 1x4 concerning this. 
I was shocked that the Socreds had 

not yet ruled this out. Seniors and 
welfare recipients in B.C. shouldn't 
be forced to suffer even more. 

Darren Lowe 

LEARNING CENTRE UPDATE: 

Remember the Book Launch here a 
couple of months ago? Well, the Book 
Voyage will be docked at Carnegie 
next week. Please drop off any writ- 
ing at the.Learning Centre. 
Another reminder: Every Thursday 

at 3 pm, Videha does a sign language 
class on the 3rd floor. Other times 
can be arranged..everyone welcome. 
We're liaising with other community 

groups. A couple of our tutors have 
started Outreach hours at Oppenheimer 
Park, with the help of Park staff. 
Details will follow in a future issue 
of the Carnegie Newsletter. 
We can always use tutor help. If 

you're reading this and can spare a 
couple of hours, come and talk with us. 

Mike 



The Unveiling Ceremony 
of the 

Goddess of Democracy Statue - 
On June 3, 1990, the Vancouver So- 

ciety in Support of Democratic Move- 
ment (VSSD) held a successful un- 
veiling cerehony of the Goddess of 
Democracy statue replica at Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park. 
It was a sunny day and about 300 

people attended. The statue stands 
on an exquisite marble pedestal, 
surrounded by a large square of lawn 
and with a dense forest standing 
nearby. It was covered with a piece 
of silk. On the front surface of 
the pedestal, several gilded lines 
were engraved. They read: 

I' This Is Presented to the Chinese 
students Who Devoted Their Lives 
to Freedom and Democracy. 11 

The ceremony began at 2pm. First, 
a young Canadian made a splendid ad- 
dress. He highly praised the devoted 
spirit of Chinese students who died 
for democracy. He severely condemned 
the brutality of the massacre comm- 
itted by the Chinese Communist Party. 
He also expressed the will of all 
Canadians to support the democratic 
I lovement in China. 
The chairman of the VSSD and a Chi- 

nese student delivered another two 
brilliant speeches which both won 
prolonged applause. 

At 3pm the hostess unveiled the 
statue. All the attendants watched 
the statue, which is made of copper, 
with tears in their eyes for a long 
time. Then they saluted the statue 
in a Chinese custom. About 4 o'clock 
the people left the park. 
These overseas Chinese and Canadi- 

a m  were and are determined to carry 
the struggle for democracy in China 

By LIU BING MING 

to the end. 
- From eyewitness accounts: 
On June 4, 1989, in Beijing, there 

was a brutal massacre, an extreme 
tragedy in human history. It began in 
the evening of June 3rd at llpm. On 
that night a large number of students 
and citizens blocked all the main 
streets to stop tanks and soldiers 
from entering Tianamen Square. 
After several threats at Muxus Di, 

about 3 miles west of the Square, had 
failed, soldiers opened fire on the 
crowd. They used dum-dums to kill 
hundreds of people and open the 
bloody road. Then they entered the 
Chang-Ah Boulevard. Along this road, 
soldiers shot any person who dared to 
shout slogans at them. They fired at 
all lighted windows. Many innocent 
citizens were killed, some falling 
from buildings, including 3 year-old 
boys and girls. 
At 5:30am on June 4th, soldiers en- 

circled the entire Square. At the same 
time they used tanks to run over or 
kill all workers in the outer defense 
lines. At 6:30, after the withdrawal 
of the students, soldiers caught up 
with the peacefully retreating stu- 
dents at Liu-Bu-KO and used tanks to 
run over them and gas to kill them. 
Because many innocent people were 

dead people wanted to reason with the 
government. At about loam some people 
went ot the Ministry of Public Secur- 
ity. Then another massacre began. 
Soldiers used machine guns to kill any 
people walking towards the gate. In 
front of this government Ministry, in 
day time under the bright sun, scores 
of people were killed. 



After the soldiers occupied the 
C Square, they spent 7 days destroying 

the evidence with flamethrowers. They 
arrested and tortured hundreds of 
thousands of students and activists in 
Beij ing. Many victims w p m  oyn+--n . , - l - -  .---- a'"L=oyUcL disfigured. Beijing was enveloped in 
terror. Although this has passed, the 
Chinese people will never forget this 
atrocity of unparalled savagery comm- 
itted by the Chinese Communist Party. 
(3-5 thousand people were killed.) 

Cong 
I 
ratulations Carnegie Newslet 
really believe that I got my 

d 

ter ! 

start as a writer through having 
poetry published in the Newsletter. 
Paul Taylor has always encouraged me 
to write. He was there for me with 
my first book and has been there as 
a friend for my 2nd book. 
This is our paper; it's as good as 

we make it. We, the Carnegie members 
are its writers. 
Friends, you don't have to have a 

'o$'* degree in English to write, just write 
from the heart about things you really 
know about - "Life's experiences ." (I 
am a poor speller but that's why we 
have editors .) 
Paul Taylor has dedicated years of 

volunteer time to this newspaper. The 
~un/Province are owned by a corpora- 
tion..they are extremely limited. 
Thanks Paul. 
Carnegie Newsletter, I wish you an- 

other informative & interesting year. 
So: Writers and would-be writers - 

take up your pens and write. 



I 

grey, indecent s ea s  e r ec t ed  
on our d i s t r a c t i o n ,  t h e  sabotage 
of harbour. t i g h t  legged r i gg ing  
wai t s  f o r  e l e c t r i c s  i n  sad pos tu re s  
of r ecen t  dismay. a rumoured summer 
e longa tes  t h e  beach beyond 
Wreck Beach, which i s  a mind 
yellow a s  p l a i n s ,  dramatic  wi th  a n t l e r s .  

a wave i n  t h e  b lue  d o c t r i n e  
of s t a t i s t i c s  came loose  
from an apparent gender, whi te ly  
f rayed po i se  making t h e  connection 
toward a blackness of themes. 

down s t i n g y  l i g h t ,  l u rk ing  green 
persuasiveness  she equivocates  
t o  t h e  extended acc ident  of t i d e s .  

a s t a r k  ca l l i g r aphy  of d i s tu rbed  crows 

I1 

w e  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  subsequent 
hundreds of co ro l l a ry ,  a handless s i l e n c e  
a t  n igh t ,  s t rugg l ing  from naked bulbs .  
Chi ldren were drowned he re ,  i n  chronic  
t a l e s  of abuse, trees poised maniacally 
f o r  sunken cameras. 

Dan Feeney 

O U R  LAND I S  O U R  FUTURE 

Take Time To 
REGISTER 

f o r  ~ a n c o u v e r ' s  municipal e l e c t i o n s .  
You can do so on t h e  main f l o o r  of 
Carnegie, August 16, 17, 18 3:30-7pm 

and August 19, 20, 21 from 4 - 8 pm. 

LIFT THE SEIGE ON MOHAWK TERRITORY - NOW! 
ABORIGINAL RIGHTS MUST BE RECOGNIZED & RESPECTED - NOW! ...................................................... 

For 21 days now t h e  Kanesatake Mohawk Nation has  been under s i e g e  a t  Oka, 
Quebec, by para-mil i tary fo rces  of t h e  Quebec p o l i c e  and t h e  RCMP. The KanP- 
s a t ake ' s  only "crime" has been t o  defend t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  l ands  and aborigin-  
a l  r i g h t s  from t h e  greed and arrogance of l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  Food and medi- 
c a l  supp l i e s  have been c u t  o f f  f o r  over  a week by t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e s ,  v io l a -  
t i n g  t h e  human and c i v i l  r i g h t s  of t h e  Mohawk people.  Does more bloodshed 
have t o  occur over a 9-hole go l f  course  expansion? Enough is  enough! 
WE DEMAND THAT THE SIEGE'BE LIFTED - NOW! WE DEMAND THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL 
PARA-MILITARY FORCES FROM MOHAWK TERRITORY - NOW! 



During the Kanesatake Mohawks' ordeal, the Federal Department of Indian 
Affairs has maintained a "hands off" position - in spite of the fact that 
the Federal government has exclusive jurisdiction over "Indians and lands 
reserved for Indians" - in spite of the fact that the Federal government has 
a legal fiduciary trust responsibility to protect aboriginal peoples, abori- 
ginal rights and aboriginal lands throughout Canada, wherever they may be - . and in spite of the fact that the Federal government's bankrupt land claims 
policy contributed directly to the armed confrontation at Oka. 

)m IS THIS THE REVENGE OF BRIAN MULRONEY FOR ELIJAH HARPER'S DEFEAT OF 
1. THE MEECH LAKE ACCORD? 

IF INDIAN AFFAIRS MINISTER TOM SIDDON CAN'T HANDLE THE HEAT AT OKA, HE 
SHOULD GET OUT OF THE OTTAWA KITCHEN! IF HE IS JUST FOLLOWING ORDERS 
FROM THE PRIME MINISTER, THEN MULRONEY SHOULD RESIGN TOO - NOW! 
Only 38 of more than 500 specific land claims submitted to the Federal 

government have been settled. Reason? - Lack of political will. The Federal 
government refuses to recognize the validity of specific claims and therefore 
refuses to negotiate settlements. This is what happened to the long-standing 
claims of the Kanesatake Mohawk Nation. (Note: Over 300 of these 500 unre- 
solved specific claims have been submitted by Indian Bands in B.C.) 

In British Columbia, Indian Nations face the same abdication of responsi- 
bility, denial of aboriginal title and rights, and lack of political will by 

, the Federal government. The Department of Indian Affairs has been prepared 
+negotiate only 1 out of more than 18 comprehensive territorial "claims" 
put forward by B.C. Indian Nations. (Negotiations on this single claim have - been going on for over .l5 years, with no end in sight .) While our nations 
wait eternally to get to the negotiating table, the federal and provincial 

1 governments sanction repeated invasions of our traditional territories by 
". multi-national resource corporations. : 

Like the Kanesatake Mohawk Nation, many B.C. Indian Nations have no choice 
but to defend their territories, resources and cultures with road-blocks 
and other acts of civil disobedience. The fact that armed conflict has not 
yet occurred in B.C. is only due to the peaceful, patient nature of our 
peoples. But there is a limit to the patience of even the most peace-loving 
peoples. When the Supreme Court of Canada has clearly recognized and affirm- 
ed our peoples' aboriginal rights in the Canadian Constitution, yet the Feder- 
al government continues to deny our rights and tries to extinguish them, then 
the government is blatantly violating its own supreme laws and the limits of 
our patience is reached. 

TODAY, THE UNION OF B.C. INDIAN CHIEFS CALLS UPON THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO 
AGREE IMMEDIATELY TO NEGOTIATE A COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK TREATY%WITH ALL THE 
INDIAN NATIONS OF B.C. AS A FIRST STEP TOWARD SETTLING THE LAND QUESTION WITH 
HONOUR. TODAY WE CALL UPON THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO AGREE IMMEDIATELY TO 
NEGOTIATE A NATIONAL CHARTER OF ABORIGINAL RIGHTS & FREEDOMS THAT WILL BE 
PROTECTED AS A TREATY UNDER THE CANADIAN CONSTITUTION. 



ACCESSS TO 
INFORMATION 
" ~ t ' s  s o  easy t o  make t h i n g s  acces-  

s i b l e  f o r  us!" These words w e r e  s a i d  
by a young woman a t  Ci ty  Ha l l  Council 
Chambers. She had come t o  speak on 
t h e  i s s u e  of access  t o  Crab Park and 
couldn ' t  even g e t  t o  t h e  microphone. 

Her f r u s t r a t i o n  i s  f e l t  d a i l y  by 
thousands of people wi th  mobi l i ty  im- 
pairment,  v i s u a l  impairment and hear- 
i ng  impairments. When w e  s ee  a b l i n d  
person walking along o r  t r a v e l l i n g  on 
a bus o r  a person i n  a wheelchair  
calmly looking f o r  access ,  i t ' s  almost 
too  easy t o  assume t h a t  they w i l l  ' ge t  
by' somehow. And d i sab l ed  persons,  
i nd iv idua l ly  and c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  keep 
t r y i n g  t o  wake able-bodied people up 
t o  what ' s bas ic .  .what "access" means. 

Some he lp  i s  lud i c rous ,  l i k e  a l l  
the  p re s s  coverage on a new c e n t r e  
f o r  a l l  manner of do-gooders set t o  
work t o  ge t  ba s i c  r i g h t s  f o r  members 
of Toronto's d i sab led  community. It 
was a brand-new, four  s to rey  bu i ld ing  
and on every s i d e ,  every door w a s  5 
concrete  s t e p s  up from t h e  s t r e e t  
with no ramps f o r  wheelchairs ,  no 
r a i l i n g s  on t h e  s t e p s  and no l i g h t i n g  
over doorways. 

Sometimes, people ' s  sympathy be- 
comes empathy and something i n t e l l i -  
gent r e s u l t s .  

David Sproute,  Safe ty  and Tra in ing  
Manager a t  Skyt ra in ,  announced t h a t  
changes a r e  being made t o  accommodate 
t he  needs of v i s u a l l y  impaired and 
o the r  d i sab led  passengers.  

I f  you need a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  Sky- 
t r a i n  s t a t i o n s ,  phone 520-3461 dur ing  
the  day and a sk  f o r  F i e ld  Operat ions.  
An a t t enden t  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  
a t  both t h e  beginning and end of your 
journey. A l l  s t a t i o n s  have now been 
equipped wi th  emergency te lephones.  
These te lephones are i n  emergency cup- 
boards noted by a red  d e c a l  and they 
have red hand s e t s .  

AIDS EDUCATION 
COMMITEE FORMED 

DIRECTORY 
ASSISTANCE 
POLICY - B.C. TEL: 

The Vancouver White 
Cane Club's 
READING & WRITING 
ROOM 
is now open for your 
reading and writing 
needs 

I f  you a r e  d i s ab l ed  o r  know someone 
who is ;  i f  you know what l a c k  of ac- 
c e s s i b i l i t y  can do t o  a person ' s  dig- 
n i t y ,  ge t  involved i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  
educate damn near  everyone on t h e  
needs and ways t o  provide acces s . . . t o  
bu i ld ings ,  even t s ,  even information.  
Ca l l  t h e  Coa l i t i on  of t h e  Disabled a t  
875-0188; c a l l  the.CNIB a t  321-231lP. 
Se l f -p i ty  is boring! 



It was a  co ld  and ra iny  summer n igh t  
When I f i r s t  heard h i s  song 
I was s i t t i n g  i n  a  pr i son  c e l l  
Wondering where my l i f e  had gone 

A s  I heard h i s  g u i t a r  playing low 
I l i s t e n e d  t o  t he  words 
And t h e  song he sang out  

s o f t  and low 
Was t h e  saddest  I had heard 

When you're  i s o l a t e d  i n s i d e  
those cold grey, wa l l s  

It 's a long and lone ly  r i d e  
Af te r  s i x  long years  

i n  a  pr i son  c e l l  
I guess the  young man's dreams 

had died 
I heard him cry ing  l a t e  one n igh t  
A s  I was l a v i n e  i n  t h e  dark  ' 

He sang 
Play f o r  m e  t h a t  song of thunde 
Bring t o  me a dream 
I ' v e  l e f t  my youth behind me 
In t h e  p laces  I have been 
Let your black clouds 
Open over me 
Oh c leanse  me with your r a i n s  

--- . - - , " 
Then he s t a r t e d  s inging  out  Let your four  winds br ing  some freedom 

h i s  song To t h e  Warrior i n  Chains. . . 
and he sang i t  from t h e  h e a r t  f l  Now t h e r e ' s  two th ings  t h a t  don ' t  go we l l  

And t h a t ' s  a  Red Man i n  a  pr i son  c e l l  
The cold remorse and t h e  aggravation 
You're not  even missed on the  Reservation 
And the  g u i l t y  ones a r e  those who blame 
The Redman who hangs h i s  head i n  shame 
Instead of l e t t i n g  him bu i ld  h i s  p r i d e  
You fo rce  another  s ense l e s s  su i c ide  

So when they t r i e d  t o  wake him i n  t h e  mornin' 
They found t h a t  he was dead 
But I knew h i s  S p i r i t  was f l y i n g  f r e e  
I n  those  dark  clouds overhead 
When we gathered i n  t h e  Chapel 
I swore I heard him s ing ing  h i s  song 
And a s  t h e  r a i n  poured from those thunde 
I j u s t  had t o  s i n g  along 

Won't you play f o r  me t h a t  song of Thund 
Bring t o  m e  a  dream 
I ' v e  l e f t  my youth behind me 
In a l l  t he  p l aces  I have been 
Let your black clouds open over m e  
Oh c leanse  me wi th  your r a i n s  
Let your four  winds b r ing  some freedom 
To the  Warriors i n  Chains. 

By The Bad Axxe Band - D.B.  Pawis 
(Dedicated t o  Brothers  & S i s t e r s  who 
committed s u i c i d e  i n  p r i son . )  



0 GREAT SPIRIT 

Whose v o i c e  I hear  i n  t h e  winds 
And whose b r e a t h  g i v e s  l i f e  
To a l l  t h e  world,  
Hear m e .  I a m  a  man b e f o r e  you. 
One of your many c h i l d r e n .  
I a m  smal l  and weak. 
I need your s t r e n g t h  and wisdom. 
Let m e  walk i n  beauty .  
And make my eyes  e v e r  behold 
The red  and p u r p l e  s u n s e t .  
Make my hands r e s p e c t  
The t h i n g s  you have made, 
My e a r s  s h a r p  t o  your v o i c e .  
Make me wise ,  so  t h a t  I may know 
The t h i n g s  you have t a u g h t  my people ,  
The l e s s o n s  you have hidden 
I n  every  l e a f  and rock.  

I seek  s t r e n g t h ,  
Not t o  be s u p e r i o r  t o  my b r o t h e r s  
But t o  be a b l e  t o  f i g h t  
My g r e a t e s t  enemy, myself .  

Make m e  ever  ready t o  come t o  you 
With c l e a n  hands and s t r a i g h t  e y e  
So when l i f e  f a d e s  as t h e  f a d i n g  s u n s e t  
My s p i r i t  may come t o  you wi thou t  shame. 

- Prayer  of t h e  O r i g i n a l  People  

Depending on where we s t a n d ,  i t  i s  
sometimes very  hard  t o  s e e  o u r s e l v e s  
as we r e a l l y  a r e .  I f  w e  l o o k  behind,  
we s e e  a t r a i l  t h a t  i s  marked by err- 
o r s .  I f  w e  look ahead,  we s e e  no- 
t h i n g  but  d i s t a n c e  and u n c e r t a i n t y . .  
i t  i s  d u r i n g  t h e s e  t imes  t h a t  we 
should l i s t e n  t o  o u r  h e a r t s .  

Like t h e  wind, our  h e a r t s  can h e l p  
u s  dec ide  which t r a i l  is t h e  b e s t ;  
t h e r e  a r e  many t ra i ls  ahead.  

Stop.  Take t h e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  your 
h e a r t .  P r o t e c t  your S p i r i t  and your 
p r i d e .  Leave your m i s t a k e s  behind;  
walk c a r e f u l l y  and you w i l l  p r o t e c t  
your freedom. Remember always . . .y  ou 
w i l l  never  r e a c h  your d e s t i n a t i o n  i f  
you choose t o  walk backwards. 

I n  S p i r i t ,  
Dan ie l  



To t h e  Ed i to r .  
Dear Friend, 

Not long ago J i m  Green and Stephen 
Learey re turned  from a v i s i t  t o  San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, where they 
had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  move i n  d i s -  
t r i c t s  i n  those c i t i e s  where what 
c e r t a i n  people l i k e  t o  term "the un- 

+ derpr iv i leged"  l i v e  - o r  a t  l e a s t  at- 
tempt t o  surv ive .  

Long-time advocates  of average 
s tandards  a t  l e a s t ,  of l i v i n g  condi- 
t i o n s  as t h e  r i g h t  of every c i t i z e n  
of a democratic comun i ty ,  they came 
back shaken-by what they had witness-  
ed i n  those two well-known American J c i t i e s .  

I n  evidence t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  a r e  in-  
deed shocking, they brought back wi th  
them s l i d e s  of what they had seen, 
and t o  which they were wi tness  i n  
t h e i r  accounts t o  t h e  publ ic .  

Soc ia l  housing f a r  below t h e  s tan-  
dards s e t  i n  p r a c t i c e  he re  i n  Vancou- 
ver ;  s t r e e t  l i f e  f a r  more menacing 
than anything t h a t  has ,  a s  y e t ,  
touched Vancouver; homeles's people i n  
numbers f a r  i n  excess  of what, a s  
ye t ,  has developed here ;  people t o  
whom s leeping  i n  boxes and any kind 
of makeshift  s h e l t e r  on t h e  s t r e e t s  

is  a way of l i f e ;  ghettoed i n t o  a r eas  
t h a t  were en tered  a t  one 's  own r i s k ;  
the  p o l i c e  warning aga ins t  i t ;  where 
s a n i t a t i o n  d id  not  exis t . .An approach 
t o  t h e s e  condi t ions  t h a t  i n sp i r ed  
landlords  t o  i n s t a l l  s p r i n k l e r  sys- 
tems t o  wash t h e  hapless  homeless 
away a s  day approached... I n  " f ree  
America", t h e  land of l i b e r t y  and 
promise ......... 

Well, Vancouver i s  not  an American 
c i t y  and does not  a s p i r e  t o  be one. 
Cer ta in  b i l l b o a r d s ,  not  long ago, 
proclaimed San Francisco and Los 
Angeles t o  be Canadian c i t i e s .  This 
is a l i e ,  and I hope i t  has been era-  
d ica ted  from our  pub l i c i t y .  Nor is  
Vancouver an American c i t y ;  nor has 
it  any d e s i r e  t o  a s p i r e  t o  being a 
copy of what Jim Green and Stephen 
Learey saw on t h e i r  v i s i t  t he re .  

We admire some th ings  about t he  
country south  of us ,  bu t  not  t h e i r  
idea  of urban development, o r  how t o  
so lve  t h e  problem of homelessness. 

We have reason t o  be proud of t he  
s o c i a l  housing our  pressures  have 
achieved on behalf o f ,  and with the  
support o f ,  t h e  r e s iden t s  of Vancou- 
v e r ' s  e a s t s i d e .  We be l i eve  t h a t  with 
the  evidence a l r eady  a v a i l a b l e  of 
what "developers" make of a r e a s  i n  
need of s o c i a l  housing, it is not  im- 
pos s ib l e  t o  win a wide enough publ ic  
support t o  prevent our  c i t y  from f a l l -  
ing i n t o  a s i m i l a r  dilemma of publ ic  
misery. 

- A Downtown Eas t s ide  Resident 



Being a member of Carnegie f o r  t h e  
pas t  3 years  has  been a d e l i g h t .  I ' v e  
learned  a l o t  from t h e  people who 
work here ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  people who 
drop i n  f o r  a c o f f e e  and s i t  and t a l k  
about anything and everything.  

The th ing  I l i k e  about Carnegie i s  
t h a t  i t ' s  run by volunteers ,  wi th  a 
l i t t l e  help from Atiba,  t h e  Volun- 
teer Co-ordinator. She has ,  wi th  
help from Pe te r ,  made l o t s  of out- 
t r i p s  pos s ib l e .  Then t h e r e ' s  t h e  
k i tchen  s t a f f  and vo lun tee r s  who make 
i t  poss ib l e  t o  have a v a r i e t y  of  meals 
and snacks throughout t h e  day. The 
l i s t  goes on about a l l  t h a t  happens 
a t  Carnegie Centre.  

Also, thanks t o  both Tora and 
Garry Gust f o r  t h e i r  poe t ry  and car-  
toons,  George and many o t h e r s  who 
helped wi th  t h e  b ig  job of c o l l a t i n g  
and d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and t o  you, t h e  
people. And we mustn' t  f o r g e t  Paul  
Taylor f o r  making a l l  of t h i s  happen 
p lus  keeping everybody on t h e i r  toes !  

There he s i ts  
a man of many words 
typing a t  a high r a t e  of speed 
S t o r i e s ,  poe t ry ,  and even 
j u s t  a thought 
with h i s  entourage looking on 
Hey! t h a t  
sounds l i k e  a good s t o r y .  Why 

don ' t  you send a copy of t h a t  and 
any o t h e r  information t h a t  can he lp  
people, o r  drop i n t o  t h e  Centre  a t  
401 Main S t r e e t  we're l oca t ed  on t h e  
2nd f l o o r .  

La te ly  my i n t e r e s t s  a r e  being invol-  
ved wi th  t h e  Carnegie N e w s l e t t e r ,  
which comes ou t  on t h e  1st & 15th  of 
every month. Guess What f o l k s ?  This  
August 15 th  i s  t h e  4 t h  anniversary  of 
t h e  Newsletter! 

Like many pa t rons  I got  my s t a r t  by . - 

submit t ing a s t o r y  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  Paul 
Taylor.  H e  p r i n t e d  i t  and then t h e  
s t o r i e s ,  poe t ry  and letters j u s t  kept  
on coming ou t  f o r  you t o  read.  

More important ly  information about I 

t h e  community is  well-repreaented i n  
t h i s  paper.  I would l i k e  t o  thank 
Barb Morrison, B i l l  Deacon, L i l l i a n  
Harr ison and l a t e l y  Brian Hethering- 
ton f o r  t h e i r  he lp ,  c o r r e c t i n g  m i s -  
t akes  and he lp ing  wi th  e d i t o r i a l  pol- 
i cy .  , 

By MARGARET PREVOST 





The following is  a t r a n s c r i p t  of 
the  speech given by Sam Snobelen, on 
behalf of DERA, a t  t h e  August 1 / ' 9 0  
anti-GST demo - a t  Canada Place.  

" To begin with,  I ' m  going t o  read 
o f f  a  p a r t i a l  l i s t  of goods and se r -  
v i ces  on which t h e  Tories  want t o  
impose a 7% tax .  The p a r t i a l  l i s t  
t h a t  I ' v e  j u s t  mentioned includes:  

- Shoes 
- c h i l d r e n ' s  & a d u l t ' s  c lo th ing  
- Phone b i l l s  
- Hydro b i l l s  
- Stamps 
- Haircuts  
- Home furn ish ings  
And i f  you l i v e  i n  a  room wi th  no 

cooking f a c i l i t i e s ,  as i s  t h e  case  
with so  many people i n  t he  Downtown 
Eas ts ide ,  and the re fo re  have t o  e a t  
out i f  you want a hot meal, t h e  
Tories  want t o  t a x  the  food t h a t  you 
need j u s t  t o  s t a y  a l i v e .  

This Federal Government ... t h a t ' s  
i n  power r i g h t  now .,. has no sense 
of common decency. It wants t o  
fo rce  people who a r e  l i v i n g  i n  pov- 

What they haven ' t  been t e l l i n g  us ,  
and most l i k e l y  won't ever  t e l l  us ,  
is t h a t  t h e r e  is  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  
the imposi t ion of  t h e  GST. 

That a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  a progress ive  
income t ax ,  under which those  wi th  
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  pay more taxes  would 
do so .  In  o t h e r  words, MAKE THE 
RICH PAY. 

Now, the  Tories  a r e n ' t  going t o  
t e l l  u s  t h a t  a  progress ive  t a x  is a 
good idea  because t h e  r i c h  f o l k s  who 
bankrol l  Conservative e l e c t i o n  cam- 
paigns don ' t  want t o  hear t h a t  kind 
of th ing .  

And i t  fol lows t h a t  poor people,  
along with t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  have t o  g e t  
p o l i t i c a l  and work l i k e  He l l  t o  g e t  
r i d  of t he  cu r r en t  oppressive gover- 
nment t h a t  we have i n  Ottawa. 

Thank you very much. 

V 

1 

eqty  t o  pay t axes  on the  most bas i c  I 
n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e .  c j 

NECESSITIES OF LIFE 
The Tories  w i l l  1 you, and i n  

i 

\ 

f a c t  have been t e l l i n g  us ,  t h a t  t h e  c 
country w i l l  go t o  Hel l  i n  a  hand- 
basket i f  t he  Federal  Government 1 

doesn ' t  impose the  GST. t 
8 
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J u l y  1990 FORCED EMPLOYMENT FOR SINGLE PARENTS ON WELFARE IS 

FACT SHEET 

FACT: I n  B.C.  a  s i n g l e  paren t  on wel fa re  MUST look f o r  work unless  they have 
medical reasons o r  a c h i l d  under 6 MONTHS o l d .  I f  they don ' t  look f o r  work 
they can be c u t  o f f  wel fa re .  

FACT: An "employable" s i n g l e  paren t  MUST put  an X i n  t h e  Y e s  box of t h i s  
form o r  h e r  cheque can be c u t  o f f .  This is t r u e  even i f  she  has  7 ch:ildren, 
i f  no s u i t a b l e  c h i l d c a r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  and i f  no jobs are a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  
would provide enough money t o  support  t h e  family.  

DECLARATION 

I, the undersigned, state that I am the applicant for Income Assistance and that the statements I have made are true to 
the best of my knowledge and belief and I hereby allow and give permission to The Ministry of Social Serwces and 
Housing to confirm or verify in any way necessary the informstion on this form. 

Date - Signature 

File ID GA Print Name 
IF EMPLOYABLE 

Are you looking for work? yes no Can you provide proof? yes no 
FACT: Pa ren t s  on wel fa re  are sometimes forced t o  seek jobs even i f  they have 
many young ch i ld ren  and l i t t l e  o r  no job  experience and-education. 

FACT: Many s i n g l e  paren ts  have l i t t l e  o r  no job  experience and educat ion and 
a r e  forced t o  t ake  jobs t h a t  keep them i n  poverty.  

FACT: It t akes  t i m e  t o  be poor. You have t o  shop a t  rummage s a l e s ,  cook 
from s c r a t c h ,  spend e x t r a  t i m e  wi th  your k i d s  t o  compensate f o r  what they 
c a n ' t  buy. You have t o  s e w  and mend. 1t's exhaust ing and sometimes impossi- 
b l e  t o  do a l l  of t h e s e  t h ings  AND hold down a job t h a t  pays poverty wages. 

FACT: A s i n g l e  paren t  wi th  two ch i ld ren  would have t o  earn  $11.44 an hour t o  
escape poverty i n  Vancouver. This  does NOT inc lude  ch i ldca re  cos t s .  

FACT: I n  o t h e r  provinces  s i n g l e  pa ren t s  on wel fa re  have a r i g h t  t o  s t a y  home 
and c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  For example, i n  Alber ta  a paren t  can s t a y  home 
i f  she  has  one c h i l d  under f o u r  monthsk two c h i l d r e n  when one o r  both a r e  p re  
school ,  o r  t h r e e  o r  more ch i ld ren .  

FACT: I n  Canada s t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  l i c ensed  daycare spaces  e x i s t  f o r  only 
about 10% of t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  working mothers. 

FACT: Daycare s u b s i d i e s  a r e  f a r  too  low. People l i v i n g  below t h e  poverty 
l i n e  have t o  pay f o r  t h e i r  ch i ldca re .  

FACT: Pa ren t s  on we l f a r e  who a r e  kept  busy wi th  t h e i r  own ch i ld ren  and know 
it would be impossible  t o  f i n d  a job t h a t  would support  t h e i r  family a s  w e l l  
as ch i ldca re  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  a r e  forced t o  l i e  each month. They must 
w r i t e  on t h e i r  cheque s t u b  t h a t  they a r e  seeking work, o r  they won't g e t  t h e  
cheque they need t o  feed t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  

FACT: Some pa ren t s  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  only op t ion  is  t o  become s i c k .  This  g e t s  
wel fa re  o f f  t h e i r  back s o  they can look a f t e r  t h e i r  own ch i ld ren .  

FACT: Rais ing c h i l d r e n  is  va luab le  and important work. 



agrmrnt wlil pick u8 OH one 
at a time. . . 

J u l y  1990 

But If we #tick together, w can n ~ l l y  turn 
things around. 

FACT SHEET - MINIMUM WAGES I N  B. C. 

FACT: A s i n g l e  person i n  B.C.  can work f u l l  t i m e  a t  kke minimum wage and 
w i l l  end up nea r ly  $3,000 pe r  year  below t h e  poverty l i n e .  

FACT: I n  1975 a person working f u l l  time a t  t h e  minimum wage earned 122% 
of t h e  poverty l i n e .  Today t h a t  person would have t o  e a r n  $7.50 an hour 
t o  reach 122% of t h e  poverty l i n e .  

FACT: Between 1981 and 1986 S t a t s  Canada found t h a t  jobs paying $5.24 o r  
l e s s  increased much f a s t e r  than jobs  paying more. 

FACT: A Canada Employment s tudy  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  most of t h e  jobs i n  1995 i n  
B.C. wi:Ll. be i n  t h e  low-paid s e r v i c e  s e c t o r .  They w i l l  be jobs  a s  s a l e s  
c l e r k s ,  secretaries, w a i t e r s ,  c a s h i e r s ,  j a n i t o r s .  

FACT: The Bank of Canada admits t o  purposely keeping i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  high 
s o  t h a t  unemployment w i l l  be  high s o  t h a t  wages w i l l  f a l l .  They c a l l  t h i s  
t h e i r  ' " an t i - f l a t i on""  s t r a t e g y .  But low paid workers pay t h e  p r i c e  of 
poverty.  

FACT: Real average earn ings  i n  t h e  Grea te r  Vancouver Regional D i s t r i c t  
have dec l ined  i n  t h e  l a s t  year  by over  $5.00 a week. 

FACT: Over 126,000 B r i t i s h  Columbians a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  unemployed ( S t a t s  
Canada, June 1990). S t a t s  Canada's d e f i n i t i o n  of someone who is  "employed" 
inc ludes  people who have worked ONE HOUR per  week! 

FACT: The Economic Council of Canada says  t h a t  job growth i n  Canada i s  
s p l i t  between good jobs and bad jobs.  The bad jobs a r e  i n  t h e  low paid 
s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  where i nc reases  i n  minimum wage would make a b i g  d i f f e r ence .  

FACT: Between December 1980 and January 1987, t h e  Socred government f r o z e  
B . C . ' s  minimum wage a t  $3.65 pe r  hour. I f  they had increased i t  wi th  i n f l a -  
t i on ,  it would now be over  $7.00 per  hour. 

FACT: To escape poverty,  one person would have t o  ea rn  $6.53 an  hour t o  
support h e r s e l f ;  $8.62 an hour t o  support  two people; $11.53 an hour t o  
support t h r e e  people; and $13.28 an hour t o  support  f o u r  people.  This  does 
not  inc lude  pay ro l l  deduct ions o r  c h i l d c a r e  c o s t s  and is  based on a 37.5 
hour week. 



Ju ly  1990 
FACT SHEET - WELFARE RATES I N  B.C. 

FACT: 212,492 people i n  B.C.  a r e  on we l f a r e  (May, 1990 SS&H in fo )  

P FACT: 75,276 of t h e s e  people a r e  ch i ld ren .  

P FACT: 34,301 a r e  s i n g l e  paren ts .  

FACT: 17,257 m e e t  t h e  Min i s t ry ' s  tough d e f i n i t i o n  of "handicapped". 

FACT: Thousands o f  people on wel fa re  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  "unemployable" 
because they a r e  too  ill t o  work. 

FACT: 126,600 people i n  B.C. a r e  unemployed (June, 1990 S t a t s  Canada) 

FACT: Welfare r a t e s  range a t  about % t h e  poverty l i n e  (from 47% t o  64%) 

FACT: Rents t a k e  up over 50% of income f o r  over  20,000 households i n  Van- 
couver (Vancouver S o c i a l  Planning department,  1988) 

Between 1979 and 1987 poverty f o r  t he se  B.C. groups has increased:  young 
households (from 28 t o  42 percent  poor);  c h i l d r e n  (from 12 t o  18  percent  
poor) ;  f a m i l i e s  (from 11 t o  15 pe rcen t ) ;  s i n g l e  paren t  f a m i l i e s  (from 45 
t o  67 percent ) .  

1 FACT: Nearly 20 percent  of B . C . ' s  c i t i z e n s  l i v e  i n  poverty.  

1 FACT: 143,000 B.C. c h i l d r e n  a r e  poor. 

FACT: The average poor family is $4,000 below t h e  poverty l i n e .  

FACT: Poverty is  t h e  b igges t  i n d i c a t o r  of poor hea l th .  

FACT: Poor babies  i n  Canada have twice t h e  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  as 
o t h e r  babies .  

FACT: Poor c h i l d r e n  g e t  s i c k  more and d i e  more than o t h e r  ch i ld ren .  

FACT: Poor a d u l t s  l i v e  s h o r t e r  l i v e s  than  o t h e r  a d u l t s .  

"There i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  between gods Some pub l i ca t i ons  c a r r y  up-to-date  

and people. One b lends  s o f t l y  ca sua l  information On what "free" t r a d e  is  

i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  . I1  - Frank Herbert  doing t o  Canada. Over 121,000 jobs  
'There is  less and less d i f f e r e n c e  have been l o s t  i n  f i s h i n g ,  manufac- 
between people l i v i n g  above t h e  pov- t u r i n g ,  t e x t i l e s ,  food processing,  
e r t y  l i n e  and people  l i v i n g  below i t .  farming.. .pick an i ndus t ry  and i t ' s  
The f i r s t  is  l o s i n g  thousands t o  t h e  t h e  same s t o r y  - workers l a i d  o f f  & 

second every month, every day, i n  p l a n t s  c losed  & t h e  ope ra t i ons  moved 

every way. ' . .Welcome t o  Canada 1990. south of t h e  border -  



The question that's much harder to 
answer is "What are all these out-of- 
work women & men doing now?" In 
corporate jargon, they have been giv- 
en the opportunity to sell their 
skills/talents (souls) in the market- 
place of Free Enterprise! In reality 
more people are competing for fewer 
jobs, taking lower paying jobs, 
working 2 or even 3 jobs just to make 
payments, sometimes working twice as 
many hours to make what they were 
making before "free" trade. Many 
are finally learning what the Poverty 
Line is, what not having enough 
money to pay for what you need and 
something you'd like is like. The- 
Poverty Line is no longer seen as 
rhetorical whining, as the "line" of 
do-gooders and welfare 'bums'... 1t's 
getting harder and harder to distin- 
guish between the obviously poor, whom 
you've felt quietly superior to for 
so long, and your friends, your neigh- 
bours, yourself. 
End Legislated Poverty, Federated 

Anti-Poverty Groups, the National 
Anti-Poverty Organisation, rather 
thsn being stigmatized are being list- 
ened to and heard. 

poverty, a list of advocates around 
B.C., pamphlets on Child Apprehension, 
Welfare for Employable People, Wel- 
fare for Unemployable, Welfare Appeals, 
Youth & the Ombudsman, a Tenant Sur- 
vival Guide, Voter Registration & You, 
notes on what ELP does, how getting a 
Food Program in your school can be 
used to educate people about poverty, 
notes on running community meetings, 
an outline of what the Corporate Agen- 
da is and how to make people aware of 
what.it1s doing to our lives, and 
notes on how voting is essential to 
bringing about necessary changes. 
All of us, whether we're on welfare 

or government pensions or working for 
minimum wage or just losing 20-30% of 
every paycheque to deductions...need 
to get involved in fighting back. ELP 
and Front Line Advocate Workers (FLAW) 
have many action groups to deal with 
many issues. If you are a single 
mother being forced to babysit full- 
time, if you have a child 7 months old 
and are being told to seek work, if 
food banks are part of your life, if 
minimum wage is the pay for the only 
job you can find ...g et involved! 

Finally, thousands of people under- By PAULR TAYLOR 
stand that poverty is not always the 
result of some disaster that happens 
to others but a consequence of politi- 
cal and corporate agendas. 
It takes a lot of hard work, saying 

what the results of government activi- 
ties are or will be, throwing their 
rhetoric and dogma back at them with 
reality marked in big letters. The 
bottom line is: If you don't fight 
back, they win. 
The latest aid in this fight is an 

amazing collection of material put to- 
gether by End Legislated Poverty. It's 
called the "Fighting Poverty Kit" and 
contains information on health and 





AN OPEN LETTER TO SINGLE PARENTS ON 
WELFARE WHO WANT TO STAY HOME WITH 

THEIR CHILDREN 

I f  you have made t h e  c h o i c e  t o  s t a y  
home wi th  your c h i l d r e n ,  w e  s u p p o r t  
your r i g h t  t o  having t h i s  cho ice .  

MSSH d e c l a r e s  a s i n g l e  p a r e n t  w i t h  
c h i l d r e n  over  6 months t o  be "employ- 
a b l e "  no m a t t e r  how many c h i l d r e n  t h e y  
have. S i n g l e  p a r e n t s  w i t h  as many a s  
7 c h i l d r e n  have been o rdered  t o  f i n d  
a job.  

Child r a i s i n g  is WORK - VALUABLE, 
HARD WORK. Trying t o  r a i s e  c h i l d r e n  
on w e l f a r e  is  a f u l l  t ime job  i n  i t-  
s e l f .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  

should b e  t a k e n  o f F  you. We unders tand 
how u n f a i r l y  and u n j u s t l y  you have 
been t r e a t e d .  

If  you c r a c k  up under  t h i s  s t r a i n ,  
you could  be made "unemployable", b u t  
l o s e  your Lids .  I f  your k i d s  g e t  s i c k  
o r  d i s t u r b e d ,  you can  s t a y  home w i t h  
them. Th is  c r e a t e s  a system where 
t h e  o n l y  way o u t  is t o  become s i c k .  

We have a  committee i n  End Legis-  
l a t e d  Pover ty  t h a t  is  working t o  
change t h i s .  If you would l i k e  t o  
t e l l  u s  how you f e e l ,  p l e a s e  c a l l :  
321-1202 o r  324-5801. 

4 

t ions that existed i n  rura l  amped at the edge of a pea 
America were distributed free to Id where the crop had failed in 
newspapers and magazines eze. The tires had just been 
across the country in an effort to from the car to buy food. 
win public support for the gov- as 32 years old with seven 

Migrant  ernment's programs to assist the 
M o t h e r  rural poor during the worst peri- een said that Lange's 

of the Depression. The photo- especially this photo- 
1 9 3 6  graph "Migrant Mother" is  one of e a great impression 

an novel ist John 
Stryker's group and is  one of author of... The 

most widely reproduced and 
group Of  photographs in history. 

of an exhaust- 
nt workers and 
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Dear ~ o l l e a g u e / F r i e n d ,  
A s  you know, Saturday November 17, 

1990 i s  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  Vancouver 
City e l e c t i o n .  It i s  extremely im-  
por tan t  t h a t  a p rogress ive  major i ty  
be e l ec t ed  t o  c i t y  counci l ,  park 
board and school board on t h a t  day. 

Vancouver r e s i d e n t s  a r e  becoming 
increas ing ly  concerned about t h e  l ack  
of open government wi th  dec i s ions  no t  
being openly a r r i v e d  a t ,  t h e  l a c k  of 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  environmental i s s u e s  and 
the  f r e e  hand granted by t h e  NPA 
dominated counci l  t o  housing develop- 
ers .  A s  t he  next counci l ,  parks  and 
school boards w i l l  s e rve  f o r  t h r e e  
years ,  December 1990 t o  November '93, 
i t  is  e s s e n t i a l  t o  ensure t h e  e lec-  
t i o n  of p rogress ive  m a j o r i t i e s  on 
November 17. 

To t h i s  end then, COPE i s  c u r r e n t l y  
seeking t h e  names of p o t e n t i a l  candi- 
da t e s  f o r  each of i t s  t h r e e  s l a t e s .  
I f  you have a suggest ion o r  suggest-  
ions  a s  t o  pos s ib l e  candida tes  whom 
COPE might approach, would you p l ea se  
e i t h e r  w r i t e  t o  COPE a t :  

COMMITTEE OF PROGRESSIVE ELECTORS 
/I208 - 33 E. 8 t h  Ave. , 
Vancouver, B.C. V5T 1R5 

o r  phone COPE a t  879-1447 p r i o r  t o  
t he  d a t e  of t h e  next  execut ive  comm- 
i t t e e  meeting on Wednesday August 15. 
Your i n t e r e s t  and support  i n  t h i s  
mat te r  is very much apprec ia ted .  

COPE is  sponsoring a fund-rais ing 
d inner  on Friday, September 14 a t  6pm 
a t  t he  Beach House Restaurant ,  Stan- 
l e y  Park. A s  you know, COPE has t o  
r e l y  on t h e  f i n a n c i a l  support  of i t s  
members and f r iends .  COPE, un l ike  
the  NPA, does not  have access  t o  t h e  
mi l l i ons  donated by corpora te  backers .  
Tickets  t o  t h e  d inner  w i l l  c o s t  $35 
each. 

P lease  contac t  t h e  COPE o f f i c e  
f o r  r e se rva t ions  and/or  t i c k e t s .  Sea- 
t i n g  a t  t h e  Beach House is  l i m i t e d  so 
i t ' s  important t h a t  you make your re- 
se rva t ions  a s  soon a s  pos s ib l e .  A s  ' 
many of you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  l a s t  year  
COPE organized a scrumptious and very 
S ~ C C ~ S S ~ U ~  d inner  a t  t h e  Beach House 
Restaurant .  This y e a r ' s  d inner  pro- 
m i s e s  t o  be even more of a success .  
1 hope t o  s e e  you the re .  

On another  matter, i f  you a r e  no t  
a l ready  a member of COPE, I would 
l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  you t o  j o i n .  COPE is  
an open o rgan iza t ion  wi th  a l l  decis-  
ions  democrat ical ly  made a f t e r  d i s -  
cussion,  and when necessary,  debate.  
Your a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  reaching 
dec i s ions  w i l l  be most welcomed. Mem- 
bersh ip  i s  $5.00 pe r  year  f o r  those  
employed and $3.00 per  year  f o r  those  
under-employed. I f  you a r e  w i l l i n g  
t o  j o in ,  p l ea se  apply through t h e  
COPE o f f i c e .  

Again, I thank you f o r  your p a s t  
i n t e r e s t  and support  of  COPE a n d . 1  
look forward t o  your continued i n t e r -  
est and support  t o  he lp  g ive  Vancouv- 
er a progress ive  major i ty  on c i t y  
counci l ,  park board and school  board 
f o r  t h e  t h r e e  year  per iod '90 - '93.  

COPE is working f o r  Vancouver. I 
ask  you t o  work wi th  COPE. 

S incere ly ,  
Sadie  Kuehn, P re s iden t .  



P AITI * is the street name o f a  16- 
year-old girl who ran away from 
her Toronto home. She comes 

from a middle-class family that on 
the surface is unremarkable: Her 
mother is an executive secretary, her 
stepfather an ambulance dispatcher, 
and she has two younger sisters. In 
Grade X her marks were in the 805, 
and she had a job as a cashier at  
Canada's Wonderland, a theme park 
north of Toronto. Lower lip trem- 
bling, Patti tells her hidden story. 

Her real father raped her repeat- 
edly when she was only four. For 
more than a decade, her mother 
and stepfather beat her, calling her 
names and sometimes dragging her 
across the floor by her hair. Oneday 
in August 1988, Patti ran away. 

Thousands of young Canadians run away from home 
each year. Most want only to be loved 

Sleeping in downtown alleyways and 
stairwells, she hid her few posses- 
sions. Gradually Patti developed a 
street family: Pops,aprotective, ema- 
ciated 12-year veteran of the streets; 
Mom, her street mother; and Snio- 
key, a brother. Patti spends most of 
her days at the Evergreen, a crowd- 
ed Yonge Street drop-in centre, where 
more than a hundred street kids go 
every day. She and her street family 
get free meals at the Salvation Army. 

Patti is one of thousands of young 
runaways in Canada, most of whom 
eventually make their way to the 
bright lights of the urban down- 
towns: blain and Hastings, and the 
east Broadway strip in Vancouver; 
Second and Third Avenues, and the 
Stephen Mall in Calgary; the Eaton 

Centre in Toronto; Viger Park, St. 
Laurent and Ste. Catherine Streets 
in Montreal; Hollis Street and the 
shopping n~alls  in Halifax. No one 
knows exactly how many there are, 
for it is impossible to keep track of 
them. Many spend their nights in 
parks and on rooftops, near heating 
vents and in abandoned buildings. 
Some stay high on drugs, prowling 
the streets or  hanging out in all- 
night doughnut shops. Some drift 
from city to city. Some end up in 
jail. Some die. 

The vast majority leave home be- 
cause, like Patti, they feel forced 
to. The shocking findings of a study 
conducted from 1983 to 1986 by 
Covenant House, a Toronto crisis 
shelter for youth, indicate that 
about 90 percent of runaways stay- 
ing there had suffered repeated 
physical abuse before leaving home. 
More than three quarters of the sur- 
vey's 196 runaways aged between 16 



and 21 were from white, middle- or  
upper-class families. More than half 
had been thrown out. Surprisingly, 
most reported receiving less abuse 
a j k r  running away than before. For 
these kids, the street, for all its 
drugs, prostitution and violence, 
seemed safer than home. 

Conlpletely Disheartened. "All 
these children feel unloved, whether 
it's true or not," says Perveen Khok- 
har, program director of Teen Ha- 
ven, a 15-bed long-term facility for 
teenagers in Montreal. "Parents 
may be unable to cope with a child's 
adolescent behaviour, and become 
either extremely rigid or excessively 
permissive. Or parents niay love the 
child but not be getting along or be 
he;~vily involved with their careers, 
and the child is affected." 

David, an uncommonly bright 19- 
year-old runaway from a small On- 
tario town, tried to hang himself 
when he wac six. fle knew even then 
that his mother hadn't wanted him. 
She had nloved out, taking his older 
brother with her; David stayed with 
his father, a touring rock musician. 
When his father's girlfriend moved 
111, David often overheard her wich- 
ing that he would leave home. Just 
before Ills 16th birthday, David 

ed. Clean-cut and well-spoken, he as possible. "We work at finding 
had no trouble getting jobs unload- the child a safe setting, either with 
ing trucks and selling credit cards in a parent or  a close relative," af- 

- a downtown department store. He firms child-care counsellor Michael 
got steady carpentry work, bought a Osiowy. "And we discourage the 
, Set of tools and rented a room with child from choosing the street by 

another young man. His roommate telling him exactly what it's like: He 
kicked him out at gunpoint after an won't be able to sleep at night be- 
argument and forced him to leave all cause it's too cold; he'll wake up 
his belongings behind, including the hungry, with no money; he won't be 
set of tools. David was back on the able to work because he's got no 
street. fixed address; he'll try panhandling, 

He has seen a lot of violence and he'll get beaten up and robbed." 
there. "A girl I know got shot, and a Of the 400 kids who come to Ave- 
buddy of mine was beaten up with a nue 15 each year, 60 percent return 
steel pipe." Still, says David: "When home or go to live with a relative. 
I left home, the only emotions I had When children choose the street 
were hate and envy. On the street over a loving home, drugs are often 
there's guilt and pain and shame, implicated. John, 19, from Wlridsor, 
but there's also a lot of love." Ont., calls himself a screwed-up kid, 

There's no doubt most runaways but he doesn't blame his parents - 
are desperately searching for love. he blames himself and his drug hab- 
That's why they try tocome togeth- it. At first i t  was marijuana and 
er in street families. "I credit them LSD, when he was about 14. Then it 
for their compassion, but it ,is a was alcohol. After John left home, 
false sense of love," says Margaret he got into heavier drugs, and crime. 
Michaud, a youth worker at the He still has the scar on his hand 9 

Downtown Eastside Youth Activi- from the time he threw a brick 
ties Society in Vancouver. "The through the window of a leather 
street subculture takes on the role store in Toronto, then reached in 
that families, schools and communi- through the jagged glass to grab a 
ties did not fulfill. But it's just lost jacket. He has been in jail at least 
children taking care of one another. eight times. 

\h.;hcd hi? wrists in another suicide What can they offer, except a shoul- john bottomed out in o t t awa .  
attempt. Anxious to prove himself der to cry on?w One night he stole a bottle of Dilan- 
worthy of  love^ he earned 90s in These kids certainly need a shoul- tin tablets from an epileptic and 
Grade XI* taking extra Grade 'I1 der to cry on, but they also have ur- took 42 of them, just to see the 
and He did chores at gent physical needs: food, clothing, effect. His nluscles suddenly col- 
home! had a paper and a shower, laundry facilities and med- lapsed, and he fell facedown on the 
Part time in his grandparents' ical attention. Such necessities are sidewalk. In hospital, his EEG 
hurant. When his father, in a via- available at emergency shelters, but showed no brain activity. 
lent temper! wrongly accused of most shelters are overcrowded. Ev- Miraculously, John survived. 
beirlg in drugs and  alcohol^ ery night, Toronto's Covenant Now 20, he has come through drug 
David became completely disheart- House puts up about 75 youths in its rehabilitation programs five times. 
ened. "Enough of this being a good 30-bed shelter, most of them sleep- He has been straight since October 
little boy with responsibilities," he ing mats on the floor. 1988. He lives in a group home with 
says now. "I didn't have run away Bottomed Out. In Calgary, Ave- eight others, and he calls his parents 

home. ' just  walked away." No nue 15, a 17-bed emergency shelter every Sunday. 
one came after him. for runaway or homeless youths, Yet programs across the country 
In Toronto* David slept under helps keep kids off the street by are il l  equipped to serve the needs 

parked cars and stayed in  hostels involving a family member as soon of homeless youths like John, say 
filled with aging alcoholics. He d r~f t -  



people close to the problem. Phoe. 
nix House in Halifax, run by a non- 
profit organization funded by the 
federal and provincial governments 
and private donations, is one of 
Canada's few long-term facilities. 
Unlike emergency shelters, which 
house kids for up to ten days. Phoe- 
nix provides housing for at least 18 
months. The shelter opened three 
years ago. "In that time, we've taken 
care of fifty-five kids," says Execu- 
tive Director Linda Heseltine. "It 
may not seem a lot, but we teach 
them how to cook for themselves, 
shop and do chores. All of them are 
in school or job-training programs." 

A literacy program called Beat 
The Street, which began in Toronto, 
now operates in Winnipeg and Regi- 
na as well. Rick Parsons, the pro- 
gram's cofounder, was a street kid 
who couldn't write his name until he 
was 28. Taking other formerly illit- 
erate kids with him, Rick speaks 
regularly at high schools, training 
schools and prisons. "We talk to 
kids who think it's easier on the 
street than it is at home and in 
school. We tell them it's harder, a 
lot harder. After we talk to them, 
many say they'll stay at home until 
they're older." 

"Accept Them." As summer 
heads into fall, a crop of troubled 
kids across the country wonder 
where they'll spend the winter. Rick 
Parsons has some advice for any- 
one considering running away from 
home: "Talk to an adult you can 
trust," hesays. "They can help you." 
Patti, a street veteran who knows 
the reality, says, "The streets are 
not the answer." 

David has managed to get himself 
off the street for the second time. 
He's working at a muffin shop 

STREET KIDS: ROAD TO NOWHERE 

sage for parents: "Wait for your 
children to come back. They will. 
And when they come back, accept 
them." He adds soberly: "Street kids 
is the worst term in the world. Once 
you're on the street, you're not a kid 
anymore." 

IF YOUR child seems troubled, or is 
uncharacteristically hostile or with- 
drawn, here is some advice culled 
from youth workers, runaways and 
parents: 

Make your child feel that he's 
part of the family, that he belongs 
with you. If he thinks that no one at 
home wants him, he'll go looking for 
someone who does. 

Show that you care by asking 
questions and voicing your con- 
cerns without seeming to pry or be 
domineering. 

Take an active interest in your 
child's schooling. Whether he is.hav- 
ing difficulties or not, talk to the 
teachers regularly. Go to home-and- 
school meetings, and parents' nights. 
If necessary, ask to have the school 
social worker or psychologist talk to 
your child. 

0 Set time aside on a regular basis 
for intimate discussions. 

0 Look for signs the child may 
be involved with drugs - skipping 
school, spending all his time at a 
video arcade or pool hall. 

0 If the lines of communication 
are down, enlist the help of a family 
intermediary or trusted friend. 

0 If your child insists on leaving 
home, make arrangements with a 
relative or friend with whom he can 
stay until things work out. 

0 Let your child know that, what- 
ever happens, he can always come 

I staffed by runaways. He has a me;- back home. - 



Let not  appearances deceive you 
They a r e  merely shadows of a mirage 
Having l i t t l e  t o  do wi th  t h e  h e a r t  

Seek not  wholeness ou t s ide  yourself  
For it s w e l l s  from one 's  own c e n t r e  
Like the  blossoms from t h e  bulb 

Seek not  from another  t h a t  which 
Only you can g ive  yourself  
Peace i s  not  ano the r ' s  t o  bestow 
Each must c r e a t e  h i s  own 

Seek not  from another  
That which is not  h i s  t o  g ive  
Ful f i l lment  is an inner  knowing 
Not an o u t e r  g i f t .  

"Anonymous" 

S ta f f  don ' t  s m e l l  b e t t e r  than  patrons.  

This no te  i s  t o  apologize f o r  t h e  
rude, unprofessional ,  embarrassing 
and degrading s i t u a t i o n  I c rea t ed  
while  on duty doing Auxi l ia ry  Atten- 
dent on Wednesday, August 1st. 

A bingo p a r t i c i p a n t  by t h e  name of 
Blackie was confronted by me per ta in-  
ing  t o  an enquiry of h i s  hygiene. I 
have always been uneasy about d i s -  
cussing t h i s  wi th  a pa t ron  & when I 
d id  everyone could hear  my n a t u r a l l y  
deep and ca r ry ing  voice.  People be- 
gan y e l l i n g  a t  m e  a s  I obviously o f f -  
ended Blackie  and h i s  f r i ends .  

I ' d  never seen Blackie  before  so  I 
only wanted t o  warn o r  adv i se  him of 
some p o l i c i e s  - never have I meant 
t o  demoralize someone o r  hu r t  t h e i r  
f ee l ings .  I f e l t  t h a t  ou t  of t h e  
two years  of pa t roniz ing ,  volunteer-  
ing  and working a t  Carnegie,  I ' ve  
never done anything a s  harmful a s  
what happened wi th  Blackie  and I ' v e  
done some s t r ange  things! I n  my 
pas t  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  have occurred 
s o  I guess i t  must be bad karma o r  
something. 

It c e r t a i n l y  w a s  bad judgement on 
my p a r t  t o  t r e a t  Blackie  t h e  way I 
d id .  I ' m  r e a l l y  so r ry ,  Blackie;  
p l ease  accept  my apology. I ' ve  a l -  
ways t r i e d  t o  support people i n s t ead  
of h u r t  them. I ' m  sor ry .  

Steve Rose 



TENANTS' RIGHTS 
r 

New act no real h e l ~  to 
is a 

disability has always been covered The family that is refused hous- legal worker by the B.C. Human Rights Act. ing because of its children may be wlth the 
Tenants' In elTect, the government is say- wise to sleep on a corner halfway 
Rights ing that family status discrimina- between the Human Rights Council 
Coalition. tion is somehow different from and t h e  Residential Tenancy 

other kinds of discrimination. For Branch, because you can bet your 
some reason the government did last rent cheque they will tread ii EuRA STANNARD not want to amend the  Human weary path between the two build- 

ILL 51, a proposed amend- Rights Act to include discrimina- ings. 
mendment to the Residential tion on the basis of family status. Exacerbating the issue are the 
T e n a n c y  Ac t ,  h a s  j u s t  The reason could be that Bill 51, exemptions the proposed legisla- 

received second reading in the as  it stands right now, contains tion permits. Ifthese were enacted, 
legislature. enough flaws and loopholes to ren- it would be possible for a landlord 

Already. t h e  Social  Cred i t  der it useless to renters who have to refuse a designated,handi-  
government has paid for a prime- suffered discrimination on the capped suite'to a disabled person 
time television "news update" to basis of family status. with a child. Non-prolit groups that 
advertise Bill 51 as a progressive The  proposed Process for a run housing for seniors in the 
piece of legislation where "chil- family that has been refused hous- downtown eastside are len in a pre- 
dren are the big winners." ing because of its children is a carious position because the age 

Bill 51 makes it look as though logistical nightmare. The family requirement for seniors in the 
the government is prohibiting dis- would be required to file a discrim- down town eastside is 10 years 
crimination in rental housing on ination complaint under the Resi- lower than the age that the legisla- 
the basis of family status. At first dential Tenancy Acts at the Human tion exempts. 
glance, this appears to be an over- Rights W h  it were Another exemption the due attempt to bring B.C. law into filed . . a  under Section 5 of the cabinet (he authority to exclude 
conformity with the Canadian Human Rights Act" (emphasis any rental unit it wants. imagine 
Charter of Rights. The government mine). It is important to note that the possible connict-of-interest 
Seems to be addressing at least one Section 5 of the Human Rights Act scandals when Sacred landlords1 
aspect of the rental housing crisis. does not cover discrimination On buildings are found to be exempt. 
SO what is wrong with the new the basis of age Or family status. 
legislation? Lawyers call this "as though" Where a landlord tries to evict 

11 takes a caref\ll second look to clause a "deeming provision'! and it because of an unreasonable num- 
reveal just how ineflective (he pro- leaves a legal loophole the size of ber of persons occupying the prem- 
posed legislation is - and how it Housing Minister Norm Jacobsen's ises, Section 7 of Bill 51 proposes 
sabotages the eflorts of groups lob- house. that if the additional person is a 
bying for a stronger B.C. Human It may be argued that sincti'the child, the landlord must give 24 
Rights Act. B.C. Human Rights Act docs not months' notice, not the current one 

What raises the eyebrows of ten- prohibit discrimination on the month's notice. Sound fair? Think 
ant goups, human rights groups basis of age or family status (prior again. This means the government 
and children's advocacy groups is to 1984 it did), it does no! have will protect a child for two years. 
that the B.C. Residential Tenancy jurisdiction to rule on what 1s no?- Discrimination against babies 
Act has never had jurisdiction over existent in its act. And there 1s still would be against the law, but afler 
discriminationin housing. Discrim- no,avenue for' arbitrators at the two years the protect i~n is inex- 
ination in housing on the basis of Residential ~enancy 'Branch  to plicably removed. 
race, religion, gender and physical hear discrimination Cases. 



Why would the government pass 
legislation that is poorly written 
and clearly ineflective?. 

For some time, groups have been 
iohbying to have the Human Rights 
Act amended to include protection 
against discrimination on the basis 
of age, family status and sexual ori- 
entation. A current case before the 
S u p r c n ~ e  Court (Cope vs B.C. 
Attorney General) challenges the 
B.C. Human Rights Act for under- 
inclusiveness and failing to comply 
with the federal Charter of Rights. 
Audrey Cope is a parent who was 
denied housing because of her 
family status. Rill 51 may be wth- 
ing more than an attempt to undcr- 
line the Cope case and avoid having 
to give real protection to British 
Columbians by amending the  
Human Rights Act. 

Bill 51 is an election woo. Hous- 
ing is the number one issue this 
year. The Socreds want to look as if 
they a re  addressing the housing 
crisis. Bill 51 does not give renters 
protection against exorbitant rent 
increases and it certainly does not 
stop developers from tearing down 
the last square feet of affordable 
rental housing. Bill 51 does not 
address security of tenure. 

Whether or not you believe hous- 
ing should be a right like education 
and medical care, be clear that Bill 
51 is a more carefully craned elec- 
tion tool than the infamous BCRIC 
shares. It disguises the Socreds' 
adamant refusal to give basic 
human rights to all people while 
veiling their reluctance to inler- 
vene in the rental housing crisis. 

Make no mistake about it: Bill 51 
will not make afrnrdable rental 
housina anv more accessible to 
families or to anyone else. Children, 
the big winners? Not in R.C. 0 

HAT'S HAPPENING 
. A u ~ .  17-1.9 RADIO RENT EVENT & OPEN HOUSE 
@ - Co-op Radio, 337 Carrall S t .  

Aug. 17: PITCH ' N  PUTT - Carnegie  Vol- 
u n t e e r s .  (See A t i b a  o r  P e t e r )  

Aug, 19: COMMUNITY PICNIC - Crab Park  
(Sponsored by Carnegie  S e n i o r s )  

Aug. 20: BC LIONS v s  HAMILTON TIGERCATS 
- BC P l a c e  Stadium (Carnegie 
Volunteers  & S e n i o r s  see At iba)  

Aug. 22: VOLUNTEER DINNER - T h e a t r e  5:30 
(Regular Bingo when room c l e a r s  

Aug, 26: CARNEGIE BRIDGE CLUB - organiz-  

*..be 
i n g  meet ing a t  2:30. P l a c e  t o  

@ be announced. 
Aug, 26: SASAMAAT LAKE - Carnegie  Volun- 

teers & S e n i o r s  (See At iba )  
Aug, 30: WHITBY ISLAND - Carnegie  S e n i o r  

ou t ing ;  l e a v e s  ear ly . (Donalda)  
Sep. 2:  LATIN-NATIVE FRIENDSHIP FESTL- 

VAL - Oppenheimer Park  
Sep. 3: ANNUAL CARNEGIE MUSIC FESTIVAL 

- Crab Park.  Environment Focus. 
Sep. 6: CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOC- 

IATION BOARD of  DIRECTORS - 
I n  t h e  Thea t re ,  7:00 pm. 

Sep. 10: ALL TRIBES URBAN ASSOCIATION - 
Meeting a t  Carnegie ,  5-7 pm. 

Sep. 11: CAMP FIRCOM - From t h e  1 1 t h  t o  
t h e  1 5 t h .  Volun tee rs  & Seniors .  

GALA N I G H T  

OF GREED!!  
AUGUST 24: Vanderzalm i s  h o s t i n g  a n i g h t  of food & 

d r i n k  & FUN f o r  100 s p e c i a l  people .  In- 
v i t e d ,  paying a s m a l l  fee:+, you w i l l  be  picked up by 
l imo,  t a k e n  t o  t h e  Meridian Res tauran t  f o r  c o c k t a i l s  
and d i n n e r ,  t aken  a g a i n  by l imo ( q u a f f i n g  champaigne 
en r o u t e )  t o  Les Mise rab les ,  g e t  c o f f e e  & snacks  when 
i t ' s  over  and home by l imo. ~ o u ' l l  a l s o  g e t  a v i d e o  
of Les Miz, a v i d e o  of t h e  evening and a Les Miz 
p o s t e r  s i g n e d  by t h e  Zalm. ::Only $2,500 PER PERSON. 

Pover ty  is  a j o k e  t o  Vanderzalm. The r e a l i t y  of an 
income of $6,000 a y e a r  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s o c r e d s  & t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .  Th i s  
e n t i r e  even t  i s  obscene.  ELP w i l l  be  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  him commit p o l i t i c a l  s u i c i d e .  



No Time To Say Goodbye 

H e  looked t o  t h e  l e f t  
And he looked t o  t h e  r i g h t  

SOME DEMOCRACY 

- .  
An e l d e r l y  man, ,F / ., . .., 
Not too  f a s t  of movement, 
He took c a r e  t o  c r o s s  
When t h e  l i t t l e  green f i g u r e  appeared 
i n  t h e  s i g n a l  box. 
Timidly he stepped o f f  of t h e  sidewalk.. 

Bam-smash-squeel-crunch 
a cracking of bones a s p l a t t e r i n g  of 
blood b r a i n s  p a i n t  t h e  sidewalk broken 
limbs s w e l l  blood s p l a t t e r s  gurg les  as 
i t  runs ou t  of t h e  man out  of h i s  nose 
mouth e a r s  and what 's  l e f t  of h i s  head 

People run and gaze 
The s i r e n  wa i l s  
Po l i ce  make no te s  
Af te r  awhile ,  t h e  body is ...g one. 
The blood is  hosed o f f  t h e  s t r e e t  and 
H e ,  t h i s  v ic t im,  
Becomes another  f a t a l  t r a f f i c  s t a t  
I n  t h e  Downtown Eas ts ide .  

The government e r a s e s  him from t h e  
computer. 
H i s  o l d  age pension cheque is  stopped. 

History.  

She i l a  Baxter 

J u s t  l i k e  t h e  man s a i d ,  "This i s  
SUPPOSED TO BE a democracy!" Tha t f s  

t h e  po in t  a t  which i t  ends 
i n  t h i s  country.  

Oh su re ,  we have the  12-hour f ree-  
dom t o  vo t e ,  r a i n  o r  sh ine ,  on one 
s p e c i f i e d  day every 4 th  o r  5 t h  year .  
Real b ig  dea l ,  i s n ' t  i t !  So now 
s u f f e r ,  peasants .  

During t h e  in te r im we endure no 
r i g h t  of r e c a l l ,  no referendums, no 
c a p i t a l  punishment d e s p i t e  85% t o  
90% of t h e  c i t i z e n s  are f o r  it, no 
reasonable  method of t axa t ion  f o r  t he  
working while  t h e  corpora te  e l i t e  a r e  
p r a c t i c a l l y  given a f r e e  t i c k e t ,  no 
j u s t i c e  i n  dea l ings  (non-dealings) 
with abo r ig ina l  land claims. 

Added t o  t h i s ,  w e  a r e  governed by 
power-mad conservat ives  (as  we l l  a s  
l i b e r a l s  who preceded them) who a r e  
bare-faced, proven l i a r s  engaging i n  
cons tan t  cover-ups of scandals .  

The Province of Quebec, f l y i n g  t h e  
f l a g  of a fo re ign  na t ion  and c a l l i n g  
i t s e l f  a na t ion ,  doesn ' t  accept  in- 
c lu s ion  i n  f e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  but wants 
i t s  hand f i l l e d  wi th  ~ a n a d a ' s  goodie@. 

W e  a r e  headed f o r  c i v i l  war un less  
we g e t  r i d  of t h e  t y r a n t s  i n  whose 
hands w e  have g u l l i b l y  placed our  
des t i ny .  I n  a very s h o r t  time we've 
had t h e  Meech Lake P l o t ,  Free Trade 
and t h e  soon-to-unfold d i s a s t e r  of 
t he  GST and p o l i c e  enforced bureau- 
cracy.  

Some democracy indeed! This brand - 
they can s t u f f  i t .  

HooHoo 



Poverty is mankind's natural state 
I have never felt that End Legis- That only changed with the rise observe the truly wretched l~ves  

lated Poverty was themost rational of capital~s~n and the concepts of most people endure In  cornrnun~st 
or constructive organization in private property and fkee markets. nations, where the state has far 
British Columbiaand now it has me Soon those who did not share in the greater power than here. 
shaking my head again, with its great wealth created stood oul With such control, one nl~gtit 
absurd demonstration.8t ks Mker- much more than when all but the think poverty could be stamped 
ables. upper classes were destitute. out. The reality, of course, is that 

What are its members trying to From this sprang the misguided in a s h  countries the ruling elites' 
prove? They must etljoy dreaming notion that the state could elimi- only in1ention.i~ to n~aintain their 
up ways to delineate our society as nate poverty. Previous generations own quality of life. 
cruel and benighted. would have been bewildered by Groups like End Legislatctl 

Yes, there is poverty in B.C. such an idea, Poverty would do their coniplain- 
There is poverty everywhere. Poverty is relative and is cer- ing from a jail cell. 
Poverty is, in fact, the natural state tainly not caused by the free enter- BRIAN ROBEH'TSOIU 
of mankind. ' * prise system, or even our mixed 1638 Marpole 

nnomies. Jean Swanson should 

1 

To which t h i s  
rep ly  was s e n t :  

-. 
L e t t e r  t o  t h e  Edi tor  I 

Crud i s  a synonym f o r  t h e  word used 
t o  desc r ibe  t h e  product of a b u l l ' s  
bowel movement. On 28 J u l y ,  a Brian 
Robertson had a letter publ ished i n  
which he s t a t e s  t h e  "na tu ra l  s t a t e "  
of mankind i s  poverty.  Tha t ' s  s o  nar- 
row and ignorant  t h a t  crud i s  almost 
too good a word t o  use t o  desc r ibe  
h i s  opinion ... almost.  

I was one of t he  people handing 
out  s t u f f  a t  t h e  opening of Les M i s -  
e r a b l e ~ .  For anyone i n t e r e s t e d ,  t h i s  
play is  about poverty i n  16 th  o r  
17th cen tury  France. It 's a t ragedy,  
fol lowing t h e  p l i g h t  of a man who 
was so  hungry he s t o l e  a l oa f  of 
bread, was caught,  and subjec ted  t o  
t he  Middle Ages ve r s ion  of j u s t i c e . .  
a j u s t i c e  t h a t  Robertson seems t o  
admire. Back then you could spend 
years  i n  j a i l  o r  a s  a s l ave  l aboure r  
f o r  t h e  most p e t t y  "crimes" while ,  
then a s  now, c r imina ls  were very  

well-to-do and had l i t t l e  o r  no f e a r  
of ever  being punished f o r  t h e i r  
crimes. Then as now, many of t h e  
worst c r imina l s  he ld  pub l i c  o f f i c e ;  

I 
1 

then a s  now, t h e  b e t t e r  c r imina l  you 
w e r e ,  t h e  harder  i t  was f o r  j u s t i c e  
t o  be ever  done and f o r  you t o  be 
held f o r  your c r imina l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

End Legis la ted  Poverty i s  a coa l i -  
t i o n  of  22 groups throughout B.C.  
Members of t he se  groups a r e  mostly 
vo lunteers  who work a g a i n s t  t h e  a l -  
most s t i f l i n g  i n e r t i a  and apathy of 
many thousands of people.  This  apathy 
has two bas i c  causes .  The f i r s t  i s  
the  f e a r  of many t h a t  they too  a r e  
l i v i n g  i n  poverty but  cannot consci- I 

ously admit i t ,  even t o  themselves.  
The second cause is much more i n s id -  
ious.  I t ' s  t h e  s t a t e d  or implied idea:  
I1 1 I ve go t  mine s o  screw you Jack." 

I 



From t h e  w r i t i n g  of Robertson,  I as- 
sume t h a t  he  would f i n d  t h i s  sen t iment  RESOURCES AND THE SCIENTIFIC KNOW- 

"natural" .  HOW TO PROVIDE ALL HUMANITY WITH 

I n  c l o s i n g ,  a quo te  t h a t  appeared on THE BASIC NECESSITIES OF LIFE?...  

t h e  papers  handed o u t  a t  t h e  opening There i s  no d e f i c i t  i n  human resour- ,  
of Les Mise rab les  b e a r s  r e p e a t i n g :  c e s ;  t h e  d e f i c i t  i s  i n  human w i l l . "  

I "There is n o t h i n g  new about  pover ty .  Mart in  Lu ther  King Jr. 

I What i s  new, however, i s  t h a t  w e  now 
have t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  i t . .  Perhaps  Robertson would l i k e  t o  

spend 1 month o r  even a week on t h e  
Today, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  .must m o u n t  of money t h a t  a person on GAIN 

1 read:  WHY SHOULD THERE BE HUNGER AND h a s  t o .  Sound l i k e  fun? 

j PRIVATION IN ANY LAND, IN ANY CITY, 
AT ANY TABLE, WHEN PEOPLE HAVE THE PaulR Tay lor ,  E d i t o r ,  

Carnegie  Newsle t t e r .  

It w a s  
e d i t e d  

t h i s  

T/why we demonsbate 
N ~ u l y  21) you ran a letter by Brian 
Robertson saying that the natural state 
of mankind is poverty and condemning 

End Legislated Poverty for demonstrating at 
Les Mlserables. 
I was one of the people handing out stuff at 

the opening. 
The play is about poverty in 19th-century 

France. It follows the plight of a man who was 

1 so hungry, he stole a loaf of bread, was caught 
and was subjected to cruel justice. 

End Legislated Poverty is a coalition of 22 
groups throughout B.C. Members are mostly 
volunteers who work against the almost stifling 

inertia and apathy of many thoilsands of peo- 
ple. 

To quote a statement by Martin Luther King 
that appeared in our handout, "Why should 
there bc hunger and privation in any land, in 
any city, at any table, wlwn people have the 
resources and the scientific know-how to pro- 
vide all humanity wi!h the basic necessities of 
life? There i s  no deficit in human resources: 
the deticil is in human wili  " 

PAUL TAYLOR 
Editor 

Carncgie Newsletter 
401 Main 



C i  pedestrian 
death toll climbs 

An 82-year-old man was killed 
Thursday afternoon when a delivery 
truck struck him at the corner of Main 
and Hastings. 

The man was attempting to cross the 
street and was witnessed by two detec- 
tives and an offduty traffic squad 
member to walk against the red light, 
said Staff Sergeant Chris Offer. 

Harry Chow of 305 - 628 East Hast- 
ings is Vancouver's 28th traffic fatality 
of 1990, compared to 20 traffic deaths 
in 1989. Fourteen of those deaths have 
been pedestrians, while ten of the 
pedestrians have been 64 or older. Of- 
fer explained. He said pedestrians in 
that age bracket are killed more often 

Walk Alert! 
A pedestrian safety campaign for seniors. August 13 - 18. 

Cross only a t  ~ ~ Q S S  walks o r  a t  COIP~K Stay alertl Don't assume 
cars will stop for you. Watch over your shoulder for cars making 
turns. 

Don't jay walk: Many deaths and iqjuries occur when 
pedestrians noss the road in the middle of tbe block ar between 
parked cars 

hotect yourself -be seen. Make y o d  more visible in the rain 
or at night. Wear light-cobred clothing and use I.eoSctiv8 

I material 

The more steps you take to help motorists see you, the safer you will be. 
Drivers need time to react and stop their care. For example, a car going 
km (30 mph) needs about 26 m (87') to stop safely. It takes even longer in 
fog, rain, snow or darkness. ~ k .  

The Vancouver Safety Council offers a 6ae one-hour pedestrian safety 
presentation for seniors groups. If your group is interested, please call 
877-1221 for information. This presentation is available throughout the 
year. 

~ u s t  another housing demo? 

This one's a Picnic 

NE Corner 1st & Maple 
(near Kits Beach) 
1 :00 p.m. 
Sunday, August 26th 

LIVE MUSIC, Vancouver continues to lose affordable housing to demolitions and 
greed. Throughout our neighbourhoods, good homes sit empty 
and boarded up while developers speculate. Let's get together to 
celebrate our communities. Come to the picnic. Bring an aban- 

Bring: doned building to life. 
Food 
Juice 
Friends Sponsored by the Vancouver Community Housing Forum 


