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McEachern d i d  what h i s  bosses  
wanted. He slammed Nat ives  w i t h  h i s  
"decis ion"  i n  one o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  and 
most c o s t l y  l a n d  c l a i m s  c a s e s  i n  t h e  
recorded h i s t o r y  of Canada, t e l l i n g  
them they should j u s t  a s s i m i l a t e  
themselves i n t o  t h e  mainstream. 
The judge took a g i a n t  s t e p  backward 

going a g a i n s t  many p r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g  
v i c t o r i e s  of Nacives. 

The ~ i t s k a n - ~ e t ' s u w e t ' a n  people  ex- 
pected a  v i c t o r y  and o b j e c t i v e  obser-  
v o r s  agreed.  McEachern chose  t o  feed  
t h e i r  r age ,  t o  l e c t u r e  abou t  ample op- 
p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  o f f  r e s e r v e s  
and j u s t  ' g i v e  up ' .  To him, thousands 
of y e a r s  of Na t ive  h i s t o r y ,  t r a d i t i o n  
and b e l i e f  weren ' t  worth  a d a m . . . . t h e  
Oka s tandof f  is  meaningless  ... l e g a l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  of Native r i g h t s  i r r e l e v -  
a n t .  McEachern had h i s  o r d e r s .  

McEachern's bosses  are t h e  same who 
t e l l  Mulroney and Vanderzalm what t o  
do..be i t  d e r e g u l a t i n g  a i r  t r a v e l  o r  
t h e  phone system, p r i v a t i z i n g  p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e s ,  removing farm s u b s i d i e s  & 
g u t t i n g  t h e  fishing/mining/forestry/ 
manufacturing s e c t o r s ,  weakening pol- 
l u t i o n  laws. .anything t o  make t r a n s -  
n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  independent  of 
l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  concerns .  

McEachern knows what hand f e e d s  him 
and s c r a t c h e s  h i s  head; a l l  h e ' s  done 
i s  l i c k  t h a t  hand. By t e l l i n g  Nat ives  
t o  l e a v e  reserves h e  makes t h e f t  and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  on 
them s imple r .  

For decades,  N a t i v e s  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  
t h e  non-native concept  of 'owning' 
l a n d ,  then y e a r s  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  neg- 
o t i a t i o n s  and c o u r t s  demanding t h e i r  
b i r t h r i g h t s  and h e r i t a g e  be r e s p e c t e d .  

Herb George (Sa t san)  , a Wet 'suwet 'an  
h e r e d i t a r y  c h i e f ,  s a i d :  "We w i l l  come 
o f f  o u r  r e s e r v e s  i n  a way t h i s  coun t ry  
has  never  s e e n  before ."  

The language of t h e  judgement speaks  
of t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  McEachern - #'our 
Ind ians"  - 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

Dear Carneg ie  and TnulR T a y l o r ,  

I would l i k e  t o  send a thankyou t o  
t h e  one who d i d  t h e  a r t w o r k  and t h e  
l a y o u t  in January  1 5 t h 1 s  i s s u e .  The 
art r e a l l y  enhanced my p o e t r y ;  thanks!  

I ' m  sending 2 poems and a  n e w s l e t t e r  
on t h e  war - new t o  Calgary.  The Up- 
d a t e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  last  3 i s s u e s  o f  
t h e  Carnegie  Newsle t t e r .  A l s o ,  a r t  i c l -  
e s  from Carnegie  have been go ing  t o  
t h e  Calgary Pover ty  Focus Group. 

W e  e n j o y  s o  many a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  News 
l e t t e r ;  t h e  a r t i c l e s ,  p o e t r y  and p o l i -  
t i c a l  commentary and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  Car- 
n e g i e ' s  N e w s l e t t e r  g i v e s  u s  t h e  images 
language and t h e  courage t o  speak  t h e  
t r u t h .  My son Danny and a f r i e n d  , 
E l i z a  a l s o  read  i t .  1 

Thankyou a g a i n  f o r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  
and p u b l i s h i n g  my p o e t r y  i n  such  a 1 
wonderf u l  way ! 1 

Marilyn S e e l y e  t 
Calgary,  A l t  a ,  



mix my wine wi th  water ;  
don ' t  g ive  a damn 'bout q u a l i t y .  
iuix my wine w i th  water ;  

t makes a week s e e m  l i k e  a day 
n my bummin' money... 
week seems l i k e  a day. 

v e r  i n  t h e  graveyard is  my f a v o r i t e  p l ace  
o d r i n k  and cus s  and s i n .  
hey put a f ence  around my f a v o r i t y  graveyard 
ecause people a r e  dying t o  ge t  i n .  

Lines From Your Learning Cent r e  

MIKE KRAMER 

What do you want t o  know 
about t h i s  guy? 
Here 's  t h e  l a t e s t  i n fo :  

- he  has  l i v e d  i n  Vancouver 
f o r  umpteen yea r s  and loves  
t h e  c i t y  and i t ' s  people.  

L h e ' s  a t e a c h e r  who th inks  
everyone should have l o t s  

o when I b i t e  you f o r  a d o l l a r  
nd you only g ive  me a dime, 

a i n ' t  gonna scream and h o l l e r  
cuz I m i x  my water  wi th  wine. 

tanding o u t s i d e  t h e  l i q u o r  s t o r e ,  I say  
p a r t n e r  how you doing today?'' 
nd i f  y o u ~ e t o r t  w i th  a grumpy s n o r t ,  

say,  "You can go t o  h e l l  a l l  t he  way." 

e l l  I ' m  a d e r e l i c t  rummy wi th  g u t s  i n  my tummy, 
u t  my head is  f e e l i n g  f i n e ;  
ou s e e  I mix my wine wi th  water.  of chances t o  l e a r n  - any- 

m i x  my water  wuth sweet dream wine. 
m i x  my water  w i th  wine. 

t h i n g  and everything.  

DEside J o e  
- he w i l l  match you up wi th  a t u t o r  
who w i l l  h e lp  you l e a r n  whatever 
you want and a t  times t h a t  s u i t  you. 

I t 's  a wonderful d e a l .  Drop i n  any- 
time and ge t  s t a r t e d .  Everyday is  the  
r i g h t  day f o r  you. T e l l  your f r i e n d s  
about our  p lace .  A l l  f o r  f r e e !  

Monday t o  Fr iday 9 am - 7 pm. 
-a 

Dear Folks ,  -an Doree 

Keeping Carnegie going, s t r u g g l i n g  
with problems, having fun and keep- 

Correc t ion  - i ng  'up '  on be ing  h e r e  is  p a r t  of a l l  

A few i s s u e s  ago, Bob Kiyoshk w a s  of u s ,  I guess ,  but  doing a l l  t h i s  & 

nis takenly  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "a d i r e c t o r  more i s  p a r t  of t h e  unwr i t ten  job 

~f a new s h e l t e r  f o r  b a t t e r e d  Nat ive d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s t a f f  people.  I 

domen". Bob d i d  and does a l o t  of t h e  want t o  say  Thank You t o  P h i l  Goad. 

research  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  networking wi th  I almost l o s t  i t  dur ing  a s eve re  as -  

qa t i ve  suppor t  groups a l l  over  North thma a t t a c k  and he  s t ayed  calm & coo l ,  
h e r i c a .  H e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  working a s  keeping me t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  t h e  ambu- 

=he Program developer  f o r  t h i s  house. l ance  a r r i v e d .  J u s t  d e c e n t . . . s t a f f  
a r e  people - even human! 

Leona 



~ i l ' W a t  People Asser t  Claim 
t o  Sovereignty 

ABORIGINAL WOMEN'S TRANSITION HOUSE 
TO COMMENCE OPERATIONS 

The Board of Di rec tors  of t he  Help- 
ing  S p i r i t  Lodge Soc ie ty 'wishes  t o  
announce Apr i l  15, 1991 a s  t h e  d a t e  
f o r  i ts  t r a n s i t i o n  house f a c i l i t y  t o  
begin opera t ions .  This  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  
the  f i r s t  of i t s  kind i n  t h e  Grea te r  
Vancouver a r ea ,  and w i l l  add re s s  t h e  
unique needs of Aboriginal  communities. 

The home w i l l  o f f e r  s h e l t e r  and sup- 
p o r t  f o r  t en  women and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  
and w i l l  provide op t ions  t o  remaining 
i n  abusive s i t u a t i o n s .  Counsel lors  
w i l l  be on hand t o  a s s i s t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  
a r e a s  of phys ica l ,  emotional ,  psychol- 
o g i c a l ,  and sexua l  abuse. Appropriate  
r e f e r r a l s  w i l l  be made f o r  persons who 
cannot be accommodated f o r  whatever 
reasons.  The Soc i e ty ' s  b a s i c  ph i lo-  
sophy i s  "crea t ing  hea l thy  fami l ies" ,  
and w i l l  combine contemporary and t r a -  
d i t i o n a l  hea l ing  methods. 

I n  add i t i on  t o  s e rv ing  women, ch i ld-  
ren  and e l d e r s ,  the  Soc ie ty  is  propos- 
i ng  t o  o f f e r  a  program f o r  abus ive  men. 
This  is  seen a s  an e s s e n t i a l  s t e p  i n  
prevent ive  s e r v i c e s  which w i l l  b e n e f i t  
t h e  e n t i r e  family.  

Publ ic  and l e g a l  educa t ion  w i l l  a l s o  
be a major focus of t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  work. 

The Soc ie ty  is  looking forward t o  
working coopera t ive ly  wi th  a l l  agen- 
cies dea l ing  with v i c t ims ,  w i tnes se s ,  
and p e r p e t r a t o r s  of fami ly  v io lence .  
This  inc ludes  j u s t i c e  system personnel ,  
po l i cy  makers, t r a n s i t i o n  houses,  and 
counse l l i ng  and support  s e r v i c e s  - 
both  Aboriginal  and non-Aboriginal. 

The Lil 'Wat people of M t .  Cu r r i e  
a r e  c u r r e n t l y  engaged i n  a  nonvio len t  
s t r u g g l e  t o  prevent  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of a  
four-lane lumber road c o r r i d o r  through 
t h e i r  anc i en t ,  sacred  b u r i a l  grounds 
on L i l l o o e t  Lake. This  a r e a  has  h i s -  
t o r i c a l l y  been the  t r a i n i n g  ground 
where t h e  Lil 'Wat have gone t o  become 
s t rong  - s p i r i t u a l l y ,  menta l ly ,  emo- 
t i o n a l l y  and phys i ca l l y .  

The Lil 'Wat people have always l i v e d  
on t h i s  l and  and have never g iven  up 
t h e i r  c la im t o  i t  through any t r e a t y .  
They a r e  a s s e r t i n g  t h i s  c la im both  i n  
t he  c o u r t s  and by phys i ca l l y  b locking  
cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  road when necess-  
a ry .  The Kt. Curr ie  Band Council  re- 
c e n t l y  submit ted an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
land c la ims  t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h e  L i l '  
Wat People ' s  Movement, i n  a s e p a r a t e  
case ,  was r e c e n t l y  gran ted  l e a v e  t o  
appeal  t h e  road cons t ruc t ion  on t h e  
grounds of sovere ign ty  - a major s t e p  
forward. The outcome of t he se  two 
hear ings  w i l l  have a  profound impact 
on t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Lil 'Wat people ,  
and on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Nat ive 
and non-Native peoples  i n  B.C. 

The Rel ig ious  Soc ie ty  of  F r i ends  Y 1 
(Quakers), a long  wi th  o t h e r  churches 4 
and community groups, suppor t s  t h e  1 
~ i l ' w a t  people  i n  t h e i r  non-violent g 
e f f o r t s  t o  a s s e r t  c o n t r o l  over  t h e i r  
own l i v e s  and resources .  I f  you wish 
t o  show your suppor t ,  p l e a s e  j o i n  us I 
i n  t h e  pub l i c  prayer  v i g i l  he ld  on t h e  
f i r s t  Fr iday of every month, from 

1 
4:15 - 5 : 3 0 ,  on t h e  south  s t e p s  of  t h e  1 

I Vancouver A r t  Gal le ry  (Hornby & Robson) , 

The next  one w i l l  be on A p r i l  5 th .  

Ruth Walmsley, on be- 
ha l f  of t h e  BC Quaker Committee on i 

i 
Ruth Walmsley, on behalf  of t h e  BC 1 
Quaker Cormnittee on Nat ive Concerns. f 



B-C-  Coalition cbf 

People with 
D i s a b i l i t i e s  

A new gu ide  t o  a c c e s s i b l e  p l a c e s  i n  Van 
h a s  been p u b l i s h e d ;  t h e  192-page, p o c k e t s i z e  
book c o n t a i n s  l i s t i n g s  on b a s i c s  l i k e  s t o r e s  
and l i b r a r i e s  and p a r k s  and f e s t i v a l s  and 
washrooms and phones and on and on. 

The C o a l i t i o n  a l s o  does  advocacy f o r  HPIA  
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  One c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e  i s  t o  
ge t  MSSH and t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Hea l th  t o  s t o p  
p a s s i n g  t h e  buck back and f o r t h  and d e c i d e  
which pays f o r  a i d s ,  whee lcha i r  r e p a i r s ,  e t c .  

Accessible Vancouver 

...... Please send me copies @ $5 
I have enclosed $ ........... 
NAME: 

ADDRESS: - -  .-.. 
I 

- -  -1 

POSTAL CODE:- -- 

PHONE:_- - - .  - - 

Please make cheques payable to: 

PLAN 'A' ACCESS 
RESOURCE CENTRE 
204 - 456 West Broadway 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V5Y 1 R3 

Tel: 875-01 88 Fax: 875-9227 



POLITICS OF THE HEART: 
The I n d i v i d u a l  Voice 

There a r e  l o t s  of people  i n  t h i s  
world who w i l l  suppor t  humanitar ian 
causes  & speak up f o r  j u s t i c e ,  equal- 
i t y ,  freedom, etc. a s  long  a s  t h e r e ' s  
a chorus of suppor t  backing them up. 
But when they f i n d  themselves s tand-  
i n g  a lone  on a commitmentl t o  t r u t h  
about poverty,  about land r i g h t s ,  w a r  
o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  t he se  same people  
soon become uncomfortably embarassed 
- a gnawing i n s e c u r i t y  takes  them 
over  & they f a d e  convenient ly  i n t o  
t h e  background. 

The i r  own persona l  understanding 
r i s e s  up i n  them, t h e i r  f r i e n d s  f a i l  
t o  support  i t ,  & they swallow t h e  
t r u t h  along w i t h  t h e i r  p r ide .  They 
usua l ly  t h ink  t h e i r  on ly  source  of 
power l i e s  w i t h  t h e  es tab l i shment  
( l e f t ,  r i g h t ,  c e n t r e ) .  I t ' s  t h e  
group power syndrome. Many i n d i v i d u a l s  
are in t imida t ed  by t h e  i d e a  of be ing  
" p o l i t i c a l l y  co r r ec t " ,  o r  they d o n ' t  
want t o  rock t h e  boa t  f o r  economic 
reasons ,  o r  t o  p re se rve  t h e  "one b i g  
happy family" i l l u s i o n .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  t hose  
who w i l l  say  & do what they th ink  i s  
r i g h t  no m a t t e r  what t h e  consequences. 

KNOW YOUR 
RIGHTS 

-- 

The f a c t  t h a t - y o u  might have t o  s t and  
a lone ,  even be r i d i c u l e d ,  pu t  down o r  
ignored by your "fr iendsl ' . shouldn ' t  
even be a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  equat ion.  

Some people a c t u a l l y  do have a  vo i ce  
of  t h e i r  own, wi thout  r u l e s  & regula-  
t i o n s  t o  back them up. These people  

have no agenda, except  t o  work f o r  t he  
t r u t h  a s  they s e e  i t .  

One of t h e  b e s t  ways t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
vo i ce  of your own i s  t have no s e r i n g s  
no commitments t o  any o u t s i d e  group..  
be i t  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  simply 
I I humanitarian" . 

No a l l e g i a n c e  t o  any f l a g  i s  "anar- 
chy" - but  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i t ' s  no t  j u s t  
p o l i t i c a l  anarchy,  i t ' s  an anarchy of 
t he  h e a r t ,  because i t  s eeks  t o  e s t ab -  
l i s h  new freedoms only  o u t  of an 
e t h i c a l  imperat ive.  

Anarchy does n o t  mean freedom t o  go 
a g a i n s t  t he  g r a i n  - i t  means freedom 
t o  express  & fo l l ow  your own pe r sona l  
d e s i r e  f o r  t r u t h ,  i n  s p i t e  of r i d i c u l e  
oppression,  t h e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  of bur- 
eaucracy,  t h e  group power syndrome o r  
whatever, It means you c a r e  enough t o  
make room i n  your s o c i e t y ,  your neigh- 
bourhood, your fami ly ,  your community 
c e n t r e ,  f o r  hones t  unobscured express-  
ion  of  d i r e c t  t r u t h  even i f  i t  a l i e n -  
ates you from your neighbour.  

This  doesn ' t  mean w e  have t o  open 
ou r  doors  t o  every n e u r o t i c  op in ion  - 
t o  whi te  power r a c i s t s ,  c h r i s t i a n  
f a n a t i c s ,  economic f a s c i s t s ,  o r  what- 
eve r  - t h e s e  a r e  a l l  c l a s s i c  group 
power syndromes t h a t  o f t e n  a t tempt  t o  
d i s g u i s e  themselves i n  t h e  va lues  of  
i n d i v i d u a l  freedom. 

Standing a lone  is  t h e  freedom t o  
pursue an e t h i c a l  i d e a l ,  t o  o f f e r  
s e r i o u s  & c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m ,  t o  
co-operate o r  n o t  co-operate w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h e d  procedures ,  a s  your h e a r t  
d i c t a t e s .  This  is  t h e  freedom t o  
p re sen t  your own i d e a s  & t o  s tand  be- 

hind them. Without i t  l i f e  can be- 
come j u s t  one long-standing agenda - 
a power s t r u g g l e ,  w i th  no r e a l  cornmun- 
i c a t i o n .  

R e a l  answers t o  real problems seldom 
come ou t  of agendas - but  they o f t e n  
do arise from spontaneous no-holds- 
bar red  communication. This  is  only  



t r u e  when f r e e  d ia logue  pursues an 
e t h i c a l  goal .  

To cha l lenge  group a l l e g i a n c e  i s  a  
d i f f i c u l t  & t hank le s s  t a s k  - i t ' s  usu- 
a l l y  l a b e l l e d  "des t ruc t ive"  o r  "stu- 
pid" o r  simply ignored. 

People  who s t and  a lone  f o r  t r u t h  a r e  
of  t e n  accused of "emotionalism" - 
they a r e  put  down a s  "bleeding hea r t s "  
bu t  when we s t o p  hea r ing  & s e r i o u s l y  
cons ide r ing  i n d i v i d u a l  p o i n t s  of view, 
when w e  r i d i c u l e  those  who a t tempt  t o  
t e l l  t he  t r u t h  & honour on ly  group 
i n t e r e s t s ,  w e  c ea se  t o  r e v e a l  our  in- 
nermost thoughts ,  become susp i c ious  of  
each o t h e r ' s  motives ,  & l i n e  up obed- 
i e n t l y  behind t h e  l a t e s t  "groupthink". 

When t h i s  happens, our  a c t i o n s  l o s e  
t h e i r  e t h i c a l  momentum. We are i n  
danger of becoming merely c o l l e c t i v e  
yea-sayers o r  nay-sayers i n  a sea of 
p o l i t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  smugness. 

Groupies c l i n g  t o  an image of  power, 
& those  who have only  group a l l e g i -  
ance f e e l  powerless on t h e i r  own. 

Preserve  & e x e r c i s e  your i n d i v i d u a l  
vo ice .  Group i n t i m i d a t i o n  i s  a  paper 
t i g e r ,  because t h e  t r u t h  always speaks 
w i th  a  s i n g l e  vo i ce ,  and t o  have no 
vo ice  i s  t o  have no power. 

TORA 

STRATHCONA GARDEN 
The Carnegie P l o t s  

I N T E R E S T E D ?  

Saturdays,  loam t o  2pm wi th  Kathyrn 
Thomson. Meet on t h e  second f l o o r  
o u t s i d e  t h e  k i t chen  o f f l c e .  

FOR BETTER OR 

MISSING 

Gerald Pittao 
This person is missing and was last 
seen February 20 in the downtown 
Vancouver area. 

He is Gerald Pit tao,  caucasian 
male, 6'1", 180 lbs., age 42, dark 
brown hair, brown eyes, may possibly 
have a beard now. 

DISTINGUISHABLE FEATURE: 
Losing control of his head, neck and 
shoulders. NEEDS MEDICATION, 
possibly confused. Anyone with infor- 
mation on Gerald's whereabouts is 
asked to call the Vancouver Police 
Dept. Missing Persons - 



My f r i e n d  

How t o  t e l l  you 
you have  chosen d e a t h  

H i d i n g  beh ind  t h e  w a l l s  of  c l a s s  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  walls t h i c k e r  w i t h  

d i s t i n c t  i o n  
r e v u l s i o n  
d i s g u s t  
h a t e  

I n s i s t i n g  you a r e  on h i g h  ground 

b u t  back  
when I t o l d  you I might be  c razy  

t o l d  m e  l i f e  w a s  
b r i g h t l y  c o l o u r e d  l a u g h t e r  

Where a r  
have you 
t h e  gran 
who must 

how t h e  
t h e  

.e you? 
L become... 
.d c o n t r o l l e r  

know.. . 
c h i l d  comes o u t  
c h i l d  must respond 
c h i l d  must l o o k  

LIKE A RANK ACCOUNT 

preoccupied w i t h  d i r t  and d i s g u s t  
how t h e  husband must b e  

no b r e a t h  
Marilyn S e e l y e  

T H E  U.S.  



CHILDREN'S POEMS FROM TEREZIN CONCENTRATION CAMP (1942 - 1944) 
(:15,000 went i n  - 1BO surv ived)  

AT TEREZIN -- 

Such, such a ye l low 

For seven  weeks I 've l i v e d  h e r e ,  
Penned up i n s i d e  this g h e t t o  
But I have found my peop le  h e r e .  
The d a n d e l i o n s  ca l l  t o  m e  
And t h e  w h i t e  c h e s t n u t  c a n d l e s  i n  t h e  courl 
3 n l y  I n e v e r  saw a n o t h e r  b u t t e r f l y .  

That b u t t e r f l y  was t h e  l as t  one. 
B u t t e r f l i e s  d o n ' t  l i v e  i n  h e r e ,  

I n  t h e  g h e t t o .  

MAN PROPOSES, GOD DISPOSES 

Who was h e l p l e s s  back i n  Prague,  
And who was r i c h  b e f o r e ,  
H e ' s  a poor s o u l  h e r e  i n  Terez in ,  
H i s  body 's  b r u i s e d  and s o r e .  

Who was toughened up b e f o r e ,  
H e ' l l  s u r v i v e  t h e s e  days.  
But who was used t o  s e r v a n t s  
W i l l  s i n k  i n t o  h i s  grave.  

Pave1 Friedmann (1942) "Koleba" (1944) 



I ' l l  LIKE TO GO ALONE Maybe more o f  u s ,  

I'd l i k e  t o  go away a l o n e  A thousand s t r o n g ,  

Wlrere t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r ,  n i c e r  p e o p l e ,  B i l l  r e a c h  t h i s  g o a l  

Somewhere i n t o  t h e  f a r  unknown, Be fo re  t o o  l o n g .  

T h e r e ,  where  no one  k i l l s  a n o t h e r .  Alena  S ynkova 

YES, THAT'S THE WAY THINGS AKE 

I n  T e r e z i n  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  p a r k  
A q u e e r  o l d  granddad s i t s  
Somewhere t h e r e  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  pa rk .  
He wears  a b e a r d  down t o  h i s  l a p  
And on h i s  head ,  a l i t t l e  c a p .  , 

Hard c r u s t s  h e  c rumbles  i n  h i s  gums, 
He ' s  o n l y  g o t  one  s i n g l e  t o o t h .  
My poor  o l d  man w i t h  working  gums, 
I n s t e a d  o f  s o f t  r o l l s ,  l e n t i l  soup .  
Ply poor o l d  g rey -bea rd !  

(>I. Kosek, H. Lowy, Bachner)  



TWO- FACED E L  ECTION MONSTER 



h e r  las t  
twenty d o l l a r s  

goes t o  b ingo  

a t  least 
a chance 
she  may win 

t h e  cal ler  c a l l s  h e r  
F a t e  

f i l l  t h e  f r i g  
t h e  k i d s  

F u n t i l  t h e  g o v ' t  - '7: cheque comes 

r& at least a chance 
of a week 

a month 
w of everybody w e l l / .  . 

I -Our food 
Our f r i g  

f u l l  

why w i t h  $20.00 
buy enough k r a f t  d i n n e r  
t o  las t  u n t i l  month end 

I ' m  O.K. 
I can t a k e  
ha rd  

s h i p  
t r apped  by 
bea t  & howl 
of  wind & ra in  
... we're tough  
I ' m  good 
w e ' l l  s u r v i v e  on l e s s  

GOT & less 
$16.00 & l e s s  

- 5 1 ~  A DAY 
BOX OF KRAFT DINNER 

A DAY 

1' . . t h e  s t r u g g l e  goes on. . " 

the year in review 

Webb and k r a f t  amd C e l i a c s  
d i s e a s e .  . . i f  h e  ate  k r a f t  

... h e  c o u l d  s t a r v e  

CAN KIDS 
CAN ANYONE 

EAT MACRON1 ONLY 

Mar i lyn  S e e l y e  

-- 

JANUARY 9: E l i zabe th  Cul l ,  who beat  soc- 
red Susan Brice  i n  the  by- 

e l e c t i o n  (Oak Bay-Gordon Head), i s  sworn 
i n  a s  MLA and named urban development 
c r i t i c  f o r  t h e  NDP. C u l l ' s  was the  6 th  
by-election won by t h e  NDP over Eocreds. 

JANUARY 11 : Housing c r i t i c  Robin Blencoe 

Whh unve i l s  t h e  NDP housing s t r a -  
tegy f o r  BC, inc luding the  const ruct ion 
of 5,000 new homes f o r  f i r s t - t i m e  buyers 
a s  we l l  a s  r e n t  review and o the r  protec- 
t i o n  f o r  tenants .  r I 
JANUARY 17: Af te r  weeks of media manipu- 

l a t i o n ,  B i l l  Vanderzalm goes 
on province-wide TV t o  announce he w i l l  
s t a y  on a s  premier. Mike Harcourt says  - 

the speech "resolves  nothing", adding - I 

somewhat p rophe t i ca l ly  t h a t  i t  "is a - -  

guarantee the  socred l eadersh ip  c r i s i s - -  - 

w i l l  continue.  " - 
I 1  
- 

JANUARY 23: Vanderzalm int roduces  h i s  'A 

Meech Lake plan,  which makes 
every province 8 " d i s t i n c t  socie ty"  - -- 

the plan is u n i v e r s a l l y  panned by o the r  
p rov inc ia l  and f e d e r a l  leaders .  

JANUARY 24: Back i n  t h e  f o l d ,  P a r t  I. 
The f i r s t  of four  d i s s i d e n t  

socred MLAs, Duane Crandal l ,  comes crawl- 
ing back t o  the  socred caucus.  he re- 
maining th ree  soon follow. p 
JANUARY 26: Harcourt demands t h e  resign- 

a t i o n  of Agricul ture  Mini- 
s t e r  John Savage over  h i s  r o l e  i n  a cab- 
i n e t  decis ion t h a t  v a s t l y  i n f l a t e d  the  
value  of h i s  Del ta  farmland. Savage had 
signed an Order-in-Council al lowing golf  
courses on land i n  t h e  Agr icu l tu ra l  Land 
Reserve. Because of t h a t  decis ion,  the  
m i n i s t e r ' s  own farmland - which he and- 
h i s  family purchased i n  '85 f o r  $250,000 
- skyrocketed i n  v a l u e  t o  $1.6 mi l l ion.  



JANUARY 31: I n  t y p i c a l  Vanderzalm s t y l e ,  
t he  premier  t u r n s  a  b l i n d  

eye t o  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  by one o f  
h i s  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s ,  and r e f u s e s  t o  
f i r e  John Savage. 

The soc reds  in t roduce  a schoo l  funding 
referendum scheme, which NDP educat ion  
c r i t i c  An i t a  Hagen s a y s  w i l l  on ly  encou- 
rage more c o q f l i c t  between c h i l d r e n ' s  
educat ion  and p rope r ty  t axes  f o r  home- 
owners. ........................................ 
FEBRUARY 1: The s o c r e d s '  Expo l and  d e a l  

l o s s e s  con t inue  t o  add up. 
Concorde P a c i f i c  sel ls  4.2 h e c t a r e s  of  
t h e  site f o r  $40 m i l l i o n ,  5% t imes t h e  
ber-hectare p r i c e  i t  pa id  t h e  soc reds  
'Pn '88 f o r  t h e  82.5 h e c t a r e s .  With t h i s  
d e a l ,  ConPac recouped almost  1/3  of i ts  
t o t a l  purchase p r i c e .  

-FEBRUARY 4: Desp i t e  growing o p p o s i t i o n  
i n  BC t o  t h e  Meech Lake Acc- 

ord,  Vanderzalm s a y s  he  w i l l  no t  p u l l  
h i s  suppor t  f o r  t h e  pac t .  

FEBRUARY 15: NDP energy c r i t i c  Anne Ed- 
wards te l l s  t h e  BC U t i l i -  

t i e s  Commission i t  must r e j e c t  any a t t -  
empts by t h e  soc reds  t o  u s e  BC Hydro a s  
a way f o r  t ax ing  BC c i t i z e n s .  Hydor app- 
l i e d  f o r  a 9% i n c r e a s e  t o  cover  a  $500 
m i l l i o n  payment demanded by t h e  socreds .  

FEBRUARY 1 9  : An NDP government w i l l  in-  
t roduce  "green taxes t ' ,  aim- 

ed a t  reducing  p o l l u t i o n  and environmen- 
t a l  hazards  i n  BC - Harcourt  announces. 

FEBRUARY 27: " I r r e g u l a r  and improper". 
T h a t ' s  how r e p o r t s  by t h e  

Auditor General  and Comptrol ler  General  
d e s c r i b e  former soc red  tour ism m i n i s t e r  
B i l l  Reid 's  p o l i t i c a l  abuse of p u b l i c  l o t -  

t o  funnel  $277,000 i n  GO B.C. g r a n t  money 
! t o  h i s  campaign manager and c l o s e  f r i e n d .  

I FEBRUARY 27: " G i r l s  need t o  have the  same 
a t t i t u d e  as boys" i n  o r d e r  

t o  reach equa l  pay s t a t u s ,  s ays  Women's 
Minis te r  Carol  Gran. 

13. 
FEBRUARY 28: Desp i t e  t h e  2 independent re-  

p o r t s  denouncing h i s  conduct,  
B i l l  Reid s a y s  h e  expec t s ,  and deserves ,  
t o  be back i n  c a b i n e t  ve ry  s h o r t l y .  

NDP f inance  c r i t ic ,  Glen Clark,  demands 
the  government empower t h e  Auditor-General 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a $500,000 g r a n t  given t o  
e n t e r t a i n e r  David F o s t e r  by Vanderzalm's 
o f f i c e  i n  '88 f o r  a promotional  video on 
B.C. t h a t  was neve r  used. 

MARCH 8: No s e x  p l e a s e ,  we're  Socreds. A 
l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by S o c i a l  Se rv ices  

Min i s t e r  P e t e r  Dueck s a y s  one o f  t h e  soc- 
r e d s  long term g o a l s  i s  " r e s t r i c t i n g  sex- 
u a l  a c t i v i t y  t o  marr iage  and a d u l t  monog- 
amous r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "  

Bad t iming . It ' s I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women ' s 
Day and BC's 33 women's c e n t r e s  a r e  f a c i n g  
c l o s u r e  because o f  f e d e r a l  b"dget c u t s  - 
and Women's M i n i s t e r  Carol  Gran responds 
wi th  medals.. .3 of them, t o  be p rec i se .  Oh 
yes ,  and a logo c o n t e s t ,  as wel l .  

Meanwhile, Mike Harcour t  is demanding 
emergency funding  f o r  t h e  c e n t r e s ,  saying  
t h e  $500,000 funne l l ed  t o  David Fos t e r  by 
the  socreds  could  have provided co re  fund- 
i ng  f o r  a l l  33 c e n t r e s .  

MARCH 15: NDP s t a t u s  of  women c r i t i c  Dar- 
l e n e  Marzari  demands t h e  r e c a l l  

of an "of fens ive  and s e x i s t "  government 
land  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  document. The docu- 
ment ' s  example s h e e t  u ses  t he  s tandard  
'John Smith'  name f o r  t h e  male lawyer, bu t  
names the  female lawyer 'Sue May Love1. 

MARCH 20: Harcourt  and NDP j u s t i c e  c r i t i c  
Moe S i h o t a  announce t h e y ' r e  giv- 

i ng  the  socred  govt. u n t i l  Apr i l  19 t o  re-  
cons ider  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  charge B i l l  
Reid wi th  breach  o f  t r u s t .  S iho ta  warns i f  
t h a t  d e a d l i n e  is no t  m e t  he w i l l  launch a 
p r i v a t e  p rosecu t ion  a g a i n s t  Reid. 

The New ~ e m o c r a t s '  demand f o r  a  charge 
a g a i n s t  Reid i s  r e i n f o r c e d  by r e v e l a t i o n s  
from t h e  Attorney Genera l ' s  department 
t h a t  t h e  RCFP wanted t o  l a y  charges  
a g a i n s t  t h e  former m i n i s t e r .  

MARCH 21: At torney  General  Bud Smith re- 
f u s e s  t o  a c t  i n  t h e  pub l i c  in- 

t e r e s t  by aga in  i n s i s t i n g  no charges  w i l l  
be l a i d  a g a i n s t  Reid. i 

I - *  



APRIL 2: The socred cabinet pushes through 
an unprecented special warrant, 

allowing them ;o spend $1.3 billion in 
public money without the approval of the 
legislature and with no accountability. 

APRIL 5: New Democrats steal the socreds' 
thunder on Throne Speech Day by 

introducing motions to establish four 
special committees, including one to in- 
vestigate government ethics in the wake of 
the Bill Reid lottery scandal. Other 
committees were to deal with the GST, wo- 
men's programs and housing. 
APRIL 6: Vanderzalm government slammed 

for spending almost $12 million 
ia public money on ads and polling last 
year alone. 

APRIL 10: The socreds announce they're 
_ . dividing the Carmanaugh Valley 

in two, with half being used for forest- 
ry and half being turned into a park. 
Harcourt announces NDP will oppose the 
plan, calling it a "shortsighted politi- 
cal game". Environmentalists and the 
forest industry also label the decision 
."political ." 
APRIL 11: Bud Smith orders an "investi- 

gation into himself I' says Har- 
court, after Smith announces his mini- 
stry's decision not to prosecute Bill 
Reid will be the subject of an inquiry 
headed by Ombudsman Steven Owen. 

APRIL 17: In a late response to Moe Sih- 
ota's announcement that he 

will lay charges against Bill Reid if 
the Attorney General doesn't, Reid says 
New Democrats don't have the guts to 
follow through. 

APRIL 18: The AIDS prevention video - 
banned for a year by Vander- 

zalm - is finally released, but with two 
significant changes that clearly put the 
responsibility for AIDS prevention on 
women. 

APRIL 19: The socred govt. brings down 
its budget which it claims is 

balanced, but which NDP, media 6 public 
recognize as a .$SO0 million deficit. 

*I 

~ R I L  23: The socreds try to push thru 
a $5 billion spending bill in 

five minutes, but NDP fights the bill 
for a full week. 

APRIL 25: Real socreds. Vanderzalm de- 
fends his government's use of 

taxpayers1 money to distribute a REAL 
Women newsletter that MLA Jan Pullinger 
brands as hate literature that insults 
women, homosexuals and AIDS patients; 
refers to Vancouver as 'Sodom North' and 
speculates that last year's Montreal 
massacre of 14 university women may have 
been the fault of "a feminist" who abor- 
ted the gunman's child. 
After reading the newsletter, Vander 

Zalm refuses to critize it, and says he 
has no problem with the group's plan to 
hold part of their canvention at Fantasy 
Gardens. 

APRIL 30: The socreds' .hidden Hydro tax 
- a scheme to tax British Col- 

umbians an extra $500 million over the 
next 3 years through their electricity 
bills - is rebuked by the BC Utilities 
Commission. 
Harcourt demands the socreds pull ads 

lauding "balanced budget" because they 
are false and misleading. ....................... 
MAY 1:  The Auditor General's yearly re- 

port comes out, exposing: 
- socreds' $500 million budget deficit 
- empty BS (Budget Stabilization) Fund 
- costly, dishonest and potentially un- 
safe privatization scheme, and 

- loss of at least $150 million on the 
socreds' Expo land deal. 
Finance Minister Me1 Couvelier resp- 

onds by calling the Auditor General a 
"beancounter with his nose in the public 
trough. " 
MAY 2: The BC automobile association 

calls for an independent audit of 
highways maintenance in the wake of the. 
Auditor General's criticism of highways 
privatization. 
It's revealed that Doug Adolph, a 20- 

stry of the Environment, resigned over 
sacred environmental practices that he 
says help polluters break the law. 



MAY 3: After  much publ ic  pressure ,  Me1 
Couvelier o f f e r s  a r e l u c t a n t  apo- 

logy t o  the  Auditor General f o r  h i s  
"beancounter" remark. 

MAY 4: B i l l  Reid re fuses  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  - 
i n  Stephen Owen's breach of 

. t r u s t  inquiry.  

MAY 5: Voters s t a y  away i n  droves from 
t h e  n ine  school referenda held, 

with turnout  between 12.5 & 32% - a l l  
n ine  , d i s t r i c t s  renew t h e i r  c a l l  f o r  an 
end t o  the  socreds '  referendum scheme. 

MAY 15: The Vanderzalm govt. is "sof t  
on crime" says  Moe S iho ta  a f t e r  

it's revealed t h e  socreds reap up t o  
$1'00 m i l l i o n  a year  from t h e  o f f shore  
s a l e  of l o t t e r y  t i c k e t s  - o f t e n  connec- 
ted wi th  organized crime. 

4s the  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c r i s i s  grows, 
  el Couvelier pushes the  idea  of econo- 
mic sovere ignty  f o r  B.C. 

I U Y  17: BC Supreme Court J u s t i c e  Thomas 
Dohm r a p s  the  Vanderzalm govt. 

f o r  rou t ine ly  f a i l i n g  t o  enforce t h e  
.po l lu t ion  permits of BC pulp m i l l s .  

MAY 18: Moe Sihota  l a y s  a breach of t r u s t  
charge aga ins t  B i l l  Reid by swea- 

r ing  a p r i v a t e  information before  a JP. 

MAY 23: NDP int roduces  sweeping new laws 
t o  help  e l imina te  pulp m i l l  pol- 

l u t i o n  throughout BC. The 8 laws - inclu- 
ding b i l l s  t o  e l imina te  t o x i c  d ischarge  
by 2002 and toughen enforcement -:are 
a l l  r e j e c t e d  by the  socred government. 

MAY 24: Deputy Minis ter  of Health Stan 
Dubas i s  f i r e d  suddenly - NDP 

f inance c r i t i c  Glen Clark l a t e r  l i n k s  i t  
to  a f r e e  t r i p  t o  Europe he accepted from 
Slemens E l e c t r i c ,  a German supp l i e r  of 
major h o s p i t a l  equipment t o  the  BC govt. 

MAY 28: A J u s t i c e  of the  Peace accepts  
the  argument put forward by Moe 

Sihota and i s s u e s  B i l l  Reid a summons t o  
answer charges a l l e g i n g  breach of t r u s t .  

Glen Clark l i n k s  former Health Minis ter  
Peter  Dueck t o  the  same f r e e  t r i p  t o  Eu- 

~ U U U U ~ ~ U U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
MAY 29: Following quest ioning by Glen 

Clark i n  the  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  Finance 
Minis ter  Me1 Couvelier  conf inns t h a t  cab- 
i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  forbidden from accept-  
ing f r e e  t r i p s  from p r i v a t e  s u p p l i e r s .  

MAY 30: S o c i a l  Services  & Housing (and 
former Health) Min i s t e r  P e t e r  

Dueck r e s i g n s  over  h i s  involvement i n  t h e  
Slemens.scanda1. H e  i s  the  e i g h t h  mini- 
s t e r  t o  r e s i g n  from Vanderzalm's cab ine t .  

JUNE 1: Ombudsman Stephen Owen.,postpones 
hear ings  i n t o  the  B i l l  Reid scan- 

d a l  because of the  charges l a i d .  

JUNE 2: Glen Clark c a l l s  f o r  M e 1  Couvel- 
i e r  t o  be dumped from c a b i n e t  f o r  

t r y i n g  t o  cover up P e t e r  Dueck's r o l e  i n  
the  Slemen's scandal.  

JUNE 5: Glen Clark revea l s  Oak Bay Mayor 
and socred candidate  Susan Br ice  

a l s o  took a f r e e  t r i p  t o  Europe - paid  
f o r  by Slemens - when she  was a govern- 
ment appointed member of the  V i c t o r i a  
Hospi ta l  Board. 

Af te r  weeks of media s t o r i e s  on t h e  
Slemens scandal ,  Health Min i s t e r  John 
Jansen agrees  t o  a review of h o s p i t a l  
equipment purchasing policy.  

JUNE 6: The Environment Minis t ry  confirms 
t h a t  14 of B C ' s  23 pulp  m i l l s  a r e  

r o u t i n e l y  breaking p o l l u t i o n  permits.  

JUNE 7: Government Management Se rv ices  
Min i s t e r  Carol  Gran r e f u s e s  t o  

r e l e a s e  f l i g h t  l o g s  f o r  govt. j e t s  - 
saying the  s i t u a t i o n  is too " v o l a t i l e "  
and BC is  too c l o s e  t o  an e l e c t i o n  t o  re-  
l e a s e  lihe.information. She adds people  
w i l l  have t o  " t r u s t  us." 

JUNE 11: A f t e r  continued ques t ion ing  from 
New Democrats, Carol Gran a g r e e s  

t o  r e l e a s e  government a i r  logs .  
The Crown announces i t  w i l l  n o t  prose- 

c u t e  B i l l  Reid. 

JUNE 12: Carol  Gran r e l e a s e s  g u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  use. of govt. a i r c r a f t .  . . but  

she says  they don ' t  apply t o  h e r ,  t h e  
premier o r  o t h e r  cab ine t  m i n i s t e r s .  



'good government ' l e g i s l a t i o n ,  inc luding 
tough confl ic t-of - i n t e r e s  t laws and f ree-  
dom of information laws. 

The Auditor General t e l l s  a l e g i s l a -  
t i v e  committee t h a t  one q u a r t e r  of a l l  
l o t t e r y  g ran t s  break l o t t e r y  r u l e s .  

B i l l  Reid makes h i s  f i r s t  c o u r t  appear- 
ance - he doesn ' t  e n t e r  a p l e a  and t h e  
case  is bound over t i l l  J u l y  17. 

JUNE 13: Provincia l  Sec re ta ry  Howard 
Dirks admits t h e  socreds '  grant-  

ing  of l o t t e r y  funds i s  " p o l i t i c a l . "  

JUNE 14: Pe te r  Dueck abused the  govt. 
j e t  se rv ice ,  says  h i s  seatunate 

Harry DeJong - Dueck responds by saying 
he  i s  a v ic t im of "character  assass ina-  
t i o n  and innuendo." 

Glen Clark wants a probe i n t o  the  un- 
tendered purchase of Slemens equipment 
a t  Kelowna and Vic to r i a  h o s p i t a l s .  

Mike Harcourt puts  forward h i s  Environ- 
mental  and Jobs Accord a s  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  
t o  the  socreds " p d l i t i c a l "  Carmanagh Val- 
l e y  decis ion.  The Accord w i l l  b r i n g  log- 
g e r s ,  environmental is ts  and Natives to- 
g e t h e r  to  put  an  end t o  t h e  valley-by- 
v a l l e y  confronta t ion s e t  up by the  soc- 
r e d s ,  says Harcourt. It w i l l  double B C ' s  
p a r k  and w i l d l i f e  a r e a s  whi le  p r o t e c t i n g  
jobs  by focussing on new secondary manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  jobs i n  t h e  f o r e s t  indust ry .  

JUNE 16: Back i n  the  f o l d ,  P a r t  11. Jack 
Kempf - f i r e d  as Fores t  Minis ter  

i n  1987 and a staunch c r i t i c  of the  Van- 
derzalm govt. s i n c e  - r e j o i n s  t h e  socreds 
a f t e r  winning t h a t  p a r t y ' s  nomination i n  
Bulkley Valley-Stikine. 

JUNE 18: The f ina l ly - re leased  govt. a i r  
logs  show socred cab ine t  mini- 

s t e r s  a r e  using govt. j e t s  as a t a x i  ser- 
v i c e ,  New Democrats charge.  

Tree f r u i t  growers a r e  outraged wi th  
t h e  r e l e a s e  of the  Luszig Report i n t o  
t h e i r  indust ry  and t h e  socreds '  f a i l u r e  
t o  provide any concrete  a c t i o n  o r  fund- 
i n g  f o r  t h e i r  s t r u g g l i n g  indust ry .  The 

I - - 
3 
Pres iden t  of the  Tree F r u i t  Growers' As- 
s o c i a t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of  
Agricul ture  Minis ter  John Savage, whi le  
angry growers begin a series of  t ense  
meetings w i t h  socred Okanagan MLAs. 

Emergency p a t i e n t s  a r e  forced t o  f l y  i n  
slow prope l lo r  planes whi le  govt. j e t s  
a r e  used a s  t a x i s  f o r  socred c a b i n e t  min- 
i s t e r s ,  says  Adrian K r o l l ,  recording sec- 
r e t a r y  f o r  the  Ambulance Paramedics Union. 

JUNE 19: The government a i r  l o g s  revea l :  
* govt. j e t s  f r equen t ly  f l y  one 

cab ine t  m i n i s t e r  a t  a t i m e  back t o  h i s /  
he r  const i tuency & r e t u r n  empty; 
* a govt. j e t  was once s e n t  between Vic- 

t o r i a  & Quesnel  i n  o r d e r  t o  p ick  up 
Ne i l  Vant 's  s u i t c a s e ;  and 

* Bud Smith and Claude Richmond o f t e n  
t ake  s e p a r a t e  f l i g h t s  home t o  Kamloops 

on the  same day and only  two hours a p a r t .  
The c o s t  of f l y i n g  socred c a b i n e t  mini- 

s t e r s  on govt. j e t s  is es t imated a t  $750 f 
an hour - o r  $48,000 a month on average - 
based on t h e  government's own f i g u r e s .  r 

i 
JUNE 21: Mike Harcourt r e l e a s e s  h i s  trav- 

e l  expenses f o r  '89-'90, showing 
only $28,000 f o r  t h e  12-month period.  He 
chal lenges  the  premier & cab ine t  minis t -  
e r s  t o  do the  same. 
JUNE 23: While v i s i t i n g  Pen t i c ton ,  Van- 

derzalm's c a r  is blocked by 150 
angry Okanagan f r u i t  growers demanding 
a c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s t r u g g l i n g  indust ry .  

JUNE 24: I n  the  af termath  of t h e  Meech 
Lake f a i l u r e ,  Vanderzalm h i n t s  

a t  some kind of "sovereignty assoc ia t ion"  
f o r  B.C. 

JUNE 25: The socred caucus o f f i c i a l l y  
welcomes d i s s i d e n t  MLA Jack 

Kempf back i n t o  the  f o l d ,  saying the  3- 
year  o ld  comptrol ler -genera l ' s  r e p o r t  - 
used t o  f i r e  him a t  t h e  time - now vin- 
d i c a t e s  him. 

Mike Harcourt meets wi th  120 BC busi-  
ness  l e a d e r s  a t  a Board of Trade recept-  
t i o n ,  and tells them t h a t  a NDP govern- 
ment's p r i o r i t i e s  w i l l  be r e a l i s t i c . ' 0 u r  
goa l  i s  a balanced budget and t o  l i v e  
wi th in  our means. ' 
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F JUNE 27: Harcourt c a l l s  f o r  a province- 
wide e l e c t i o n  (on t h e  same day 

1 as  municipal  e l e c t i o n s )  t o  f i l l  B.C. 's 
vacant sena te  sea t .  

On the  recommendation of  t h e  lawyer he 
hi red  t o  prosecute B i l l  Reid, j u s t i c e  
c r i t i c  Moe S iho ta  drops h i s  c a s e  a g a i n s t  
Reid f o r  f i n a n c i a l  & l o g i s t i c a l  reasons. 

S t i l l  smarting from the  govt. j e t  scan- 
d a l ,  Bud Smith t r i e s  t o  t u r n  t h e  t a b l e s  
by a t t a c k i n g  the  media over  i t s  use of 
telephones, f r e e  parking a t  the  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e  and o t h e r  p r iv i l edges  provided by 
the Government Speaker. - . -  

JULY 3: New Democrats r evea l  t h a t  over - 
t h e  pas t  5 yea r s ,  p a t i e n t  demand 

f o r  a i r  ambulance s e r v i c e s  has  climbed 
37% whi le  t h e  use  of govt. j e t s  a s  a i r  
ambulances has  dropped by 34%; according 
t o  t h e  government's own emergency h e a l t h  
.Qervices commission. While t h e  j e t s  were 
being used ' a s  a i r  t a x i s  f o r  cabinet  min- 

1 i s t e r s ,  t h e  commission w a s  forced t o  pay 
an a d d i t i o n a l  $1 .2  mil l ion  i n  pub l i c  mon- 

j ey t o  c h a r t e r  e x t r a   lanes as ambulances. 
C 

JULY 4 : NDP puts  forward a package of - 

P 
r i g h t s  f o r  BC women, including a 

public s e r v i c e  pay equ i ty  program, a 
guarantee of freedom of choice ,  and ac- 
cess  t o  a f fo rdab le  c h i l d  ca re .  

JULY 5: The Vanderzalm revea l s  i t s  new 
re f  ergndum l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a s  prom- 

ised i n  t h e  Throne Speech, t o  widespread 
c r i t i c i s m .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  g ives  t h e  soc- 
red cabinet  t h e  power t o  decide  whether 
o r  not  a referendum is binding,  when it 
can be he ld ,  where it can be he ld ,  who 
can vote ,  and even what percentage is re- 
quired f o r  it t o  pass ,  Harcourt l a b e l s  
it a 'bad b i l l '  t h a t  w i l l  make referen-  
dums "a f l o a t i n g  crap game where t h e  cab- 
ine t  can change t h e  r u l e s  o r  percentages 
however they see. f i t .  

, JULY 11: Tapes of pub l i c  r ad io  phone con- 
v e r s a t i o n s  r e v e a l u g  an attempt 

by Atkorney-General Bud Smith t o  tamper 
with j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  B i l l  Reid prosecu- 
t i o n  a r e  presented t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  by 
j u s t i c e  c r i t i c  Moe Sihota .  I n  t h e  two 

I 
taped conversat ions put forward by S iho- 
t a ,  Smith openly d i scusses  a number of 

e lements ' in  t h e  Reid cour t  case  wi th  h i s  
head of c r imina l  j u s t i c e ,  B i l l  Stewart .  
The conversa t ions  revea l  how Smith is 
made aware of p o t e n t i a l l y  damaging i n f o  
about t h e  lawyer. S iho ta  h i red  t o  prose- 
cu te  Reid, and h i s  subsequent a t tempts  
t o  make t h a t  i n f o  pub l i c  through t h e  me- 
d ia .  The Smith scandal would be i n v e s t i -  
gated by both t h e  RCMP and a pub l i c  in-  
quiry  commission headed by Ombudsman 
Stephen Owen. 

JULY 12 : Nine men ou t .  SmitH res igns  i a s  
Attorney-General, l e s s  than 24 

hours a f t e r  i n s i s t i n g  he would not q u i t .  
He is t h e  9 t h  cabinet  m i n i s t e r  t o  res ign 
under t h e  Vander Zalm government. 

JULY 26: The socreds '  conf l i c t -o f - in te r -  
e s  t l e g i s l a t i o n  is introduced 

and immediately l a b e l l e d  a "socred cover 
up" b i l l  by NDP l e a d e r  Harcourt. B e h g  
an extreme response t o  t h e  Smith scandal 
and o t h e r  socred c o n f l i c t s  of i n t e r e s t ,  
t h e  b i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  'gags '  any MLA from 
ra i s ing  o r  d i scuss ing  pub l i c ly  p o t e n t i a l  
conf l i c t -o f - in te res t  by cabnt mministters. 

NDP pu t s  forward tough, new laws t o  
p ro tec t  B C ' s  f o r e s t  environment & jobs.  

JLJLY 27: The l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  comes 
t o  an end - and on a b i t t e r  

note ,  wi th  B i l l  Reid launching a wild 
a t t a c k  aga ins t  Moe Sihota  i n  t h e  l e g i s -  
l a t u r e ,  c a l l i n g  him "a turkey", "sleazy" 
and "whacko. " 
JULY 30: 'Line four ,  you 

candidate  Susan 
she ' s  backing out  of he r  
take  a r ad io  h o t l i n e  job 
socred candidate ,  I ' d  be 
f e e t  by now," says  NDP r 

r e  on. '  Socred 
Brice- announces 
nomination t o  

"If I was a 
g e t t i n g  cold  
v a l  Cul l .  - 

AUGUST 9:  "I hope i f  I have been of any 
' Hindrance t o  t h e  pa r ty  i n  t h e  

l a s t  10 months, I hope t h i s  may be of 
some ass i s t ance . "  B i l l  Reid's words i n  an- 
nouncing he won't run i n  t h e  etectionc.: 

AUGUST 10: Afte r  r a i s i n g  expecta t ions  of 
major help  f o r  B C ' s  t roubled 

t r e e  f r u i t  growers, t h e  socreds abandon 
those growers and t h e i r  f ami l i e s  by o f f e r -  
ing a 4 cents-a-pound extraordinary  grant  
- 6 cents  below what 's  needed t o  keep t h e  . - 



I' indus t ry  hea l thy .  Harcourt c a l l s  t h e  of f -  
e r  ' i n s u l t i n g '  and r e p e a t s  h i s  commitment 
t o l b r i n g  t h e  o f f e r  up t o  10C a pound i m -  
mediately a f t e r  t h e  next  e l e c t i o n .  

AUGUST 29: A t  t h e  Owen Commission inqu i ry  
B C ' s  bead of c r imina l  j u s t i c e ,  

B i l l  S tewar t ,  s ays  Bud Smith wanted t o  
he lp  B i l l  Reid prepare  h i s  breach-of- 
t r u s t  defence by g iv ing  Reid ' s  lawyers 
ma te r i a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  case .  (Province) 

SEPTEMBER 6: The Fantasy Gardens saga 
opens a s  Vanderzalm r o l l s  

out t h e  red ca rpe t  f o r  Emil ia  'Bien Bien' 
Roxas, whose company is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  buy- 
ing t h e  premier 's  c a s t l e .  "He's u s ing  a 
21-gun s a l u t e  and lunch wi th  t h e  Lieutan- 
ht-Governor t o  impress a woman who's buy- 
ing Fantasy Gardens. How many o t h e r  en t re-  
preneurs i n  t h i s  province g e t  t h a t  kind 
of chance," s ays  Mike Harcourt .  Not sur-  
p r i s i n g l y ,  a  d e a l  t o  buy t h e  Gardens is  
announced s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  

SEPTEMBER 21: vanderzaim accuses  media & 
NDP of f o r c i n g  t h e  s a l e  of 

I Fantasy Gardens because both  groups want- 
ed wife  L i l l i a n  " t o  go broke." 

' * 
SEPTEMBER 22: The t r u t h  comes ou t  on Fan- 

t a s y  Gardens. Despi te  yea r s  
of a s s e r t i o n s  by t h e  premier  t h a t  L i l l i a n  
owned t h e  bus ines s ,  documents uncovered 
by t h e  Vancouver Sun r e v e a l  it is  B i l l  
Vanderzalm who owns 83X11of t h e  Gardens. 
For t he ,  next few days h e  jumps back and 
f o r t h  between s t o r i e s  i n  an  at tempt t o  
t a l k  h i s  way out  of  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n .  +. SEPTEMBER 24 : Mixed messages. Vanderzalm 

c la ims " s tup id i ty"  i n  not  
knowing u n t i l  checking wi th  h i s  lawyers 
today t h a t  he owned 83% of Fantasy G a r -  
dens. Yet on a CKNW r a d i o  show h e  s a i d  
t h e  information "was p a r t  of t h e  p u b l i c  
record a l l  of  t h e  t i m e .  The Vancouver Sun 
could have r e l eased  t h i s  informat ion  two 
yea r s  ago." The Fantasy Gardens f i a s c o  
e f f e c t i v e l y  pu t s  an end t o  an  e l e c t i o n  i n  
1990. 

SEPTEMBER 27: "The r i g h t  t o  c u t  t h e  peo- 
p l e ' s  trees w i l l  b e  d i r e c t l y  

l i nked  t o  f o r e s t  jobs,"  announced by ,Bar- 
cou r t  a t  t h e  IWA convention. T h i s  strat- 

- 
- I I 

I I  

egy provid'es a  c l e a r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  
approach taken by t h e  socred  govt .  which 
r e c e n t l y  removed t h e  c o n t r a c t u a l  obl iga-  
t i o n s  of  f o r e s t  companies t o  provide  jobs  
i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  p ~ b l t c l s  1 ttees. f 
OCTOBER 17: Documents f i l e d  i n  t h e  New 

Westminster l and  t i t l e s  o f f -  
i c e  show t h e  t o t a l  sale p r i c e  of  Fantasy 
Gardens a t  $16 m i l l i o n .  I t ' s  a l s o  learned '  
t h a t  t h e  d e a l  i nc ludes  an $11 m i l l i o n  
mortgage c a r r i e d  by t h e  premier  ti1 2000. 

f 
OCTOBER 31: N e w  Democrats launch t h e i r  

f a l l  campaign on f a i r  t a x e s ,  
e q u a l i t y  f o r  women, and t h e  f u t u r e  of  BC 
f o r e s t  communities . 
NOVEMBER 9: NDP s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  c r i t i c  

Joan Smallwood calls f o r  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of an independent Ch i ld ren ' s  Ad- 
vocate  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  Chi ldren ' s  
Rights  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a f t e r  an  Ombudsman's 
r epor t  is r e l e a s e d  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  soc- 
r eds '  f a i l u r e  t o  p rope r ly  p r o t e c t  t h e  in- 
t e r e s t s  of  c h i l d r e n  and young people  un- 
d e r  t h e i r  ca re .  

NOVEMBER 13 : The soc reds '  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  
scheme t a k e s  ano the r  f a l l  

when Stena  Lines  announces i t ' s  termina- 
t i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a  t o  S e a t t l e  f e r r y  run ,  
and wi th  i t  axing  200 BC jobs  and $10 
m i l l i o n  a yea r  t o  t h e  BC economy. 

NOVEMBER 14: A f t e r  months of s ay ing  they  
would put  $350 m i l l i o n  i n t o  

t h e  new f ive -yea r  p rov inc i a l - f ede ra l  
FRDA r e f o r e s t a t i o n  program, t h e  soc reds  
s l a s h  t h a t  o f f e r  t o  $100 m i l l i o n  - $50 
m i l l i o n  l e s s  t han  i ts  commitment i n  t h e  
previous  program. 

NOVEMBER 21 : I n  h i s  f i n a l  commission re-  
p o r t ,  Ombudsman Stephen 

Owen recommends n i n e  major changes t o  
B C ' s  j u s t i c e  system, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  crea-  
t i o n  of  a  s p e c i a l  p rosecu to r  t o  handle  
cases  i nvo lv ing  p o l i t i c i a n s  . The changes 
a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  p r a i s e d  by j u s t i c e  
c r i t i c  Moe S iho ta .  Owen a l s o  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  Bud Smith d i sp l ayed  an  "inapproprf-  
a t e  mix'' of  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and adminis t rg-  
t i v e  r o l e s  i n  t h e  B i l l  Reid case .  I 



I NOVEMBER 23: Vancouver Sun i t e m :  "The 
1 .  lawyers who wrote opinions  

i on whether t o  charge B i l l  Reid over  h i s  
handling 05 l o t t e r y  funds s a i d  t h e  former 
tourism m i n i s t e r ' s  conduct was h igh ly  i m -  
proper, c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents r e l eased  
by t h e  Owen inqu i ry  r evea l .  They j u s t  

7 couldn ' t ag ree  on whether Reid engaged 
i n  f raudulent  "deceit"  o r  " p o l i ~ i c a l l y -  
inspi red  pork-barre l l ing .  'I 

DECEMBER 5: Where do you s t and  M r .  Rey- 
nolds? One day a f t e r  f l i p -  

f lopping and s u r p r i s i n g l y  announcing 
the re  w i l l  be  f u l l  pub l i c  hea r ings  on 
the  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  Kemano energy p r o j e c t  , 
qnvironment Minis ter  John Reynolds again  
reverses h i s  p o s i t i o n  by i n s i s t i n g  no 
such hear ings  w i l l  b e  he ld .  

DECEMBER 11: Following John Reynolds re- 
s i g n a t i o n  over  t h e  premier ' s  4 "' erfe rence  i n  s e t t i n g  new pulp pol lu-  

t i o n  s t andards ,  i t  's revealed Vanderzalm 
I - ,  weakened tttese t h o s e  s t andards  a f t e r  re- 

ceiving phone..calls from angry pulp  com- 
pany o f f i c i a l s .  I t 's  a l s o  1earned.though 

, t h a t  Reynolds himself  was planning t o  
provide many of t h o s e  companies wi th  an 
exemption from t h e  tough s t andards  h e  
was proposing . 
DECEMBER 13: Vanderzalm s h u f f l e s  h i s  cab- 

i n e t  t o  b r i n g  more l o y a l i s t s  
in.  He a l s o  b r i n g s  Bud Smith back. Short-  

I 
l y  a f t e r  t h e  s h u f f l e ,  t h e  new environ- ' ment m i n i s t e r ,  C l i f f  Serwa, rubber stamps 
the  weaker pulp p o l l u t i o n  s t andards  Van- 

; \ derzalm i n s i s t e d  on. 
h 

Editor's no te :  1990 - t h e  yea r  i n  review 
comes from t h e  NDP. We g e t  r e p o r t s  of a  
-rude nature  - when t h e  socreds  are s o  
-ross in  t h e i r  double s tandard  r u l e  (one 
rule f o r  them, t h e i r  f r i e n d s  & i n s i d e r s ,  
anone ru le  f o r  everybody e l s e )  - b u t  t h e  
RDP has had t h e  t a s k  of g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  
bottom of a l l  t h i s  c rap  and then making 
%t SO public t h a t  t h e  socreds  have t o  l i e  

Source: ReWeuvi 
Lye: Feminism &?zz&?- 
I Am A Dangerous 

Woman 
By Joan C a v a ~ g h . ,  

I am a dangerous woman 
carrying neither bombs nor babies - 
flowers nor molotov cocktails. 

I confound all your reason, theory, realism,. 
Because I w~l l  neither lie in your ditches 
Nor dig your ditches for you. 

Nor join in your armed struggle 
for bigger and better ditches. 

I will not walk with you 
nor walk for you. 

I won't live with you and I won't die for you. 
' 

But neither will I try to deny 
your right to live and die. 

I will not share one square foot 
of this Earth with you 
while you are hell-bent on desuuction. 

But neither will I deny that we are 
of the same Earth, 
born of the same Mother. 

I will not permit you to bind my life to yours 
But I will tell yau 
that our lives are bound together 
and I will demand that you live 
as though you understand 
this one salient fact. 

I a dangerous womad 
Because I will say all this 
lying neither to you nor with you. 

Neither trusting nor despising you. 
I am dangerous 

because I won't give up 
or shut up 
or put up with your version of reality. 

You have conspired to sell my life quite cheaply 
And I am especially dangerous 
bccause I will never forgive or forget 

or even conspire 
to sell your life in return. 

and weasel and squirm. A l o t  of  them 
have even t r i e d  t o  make a  pub l i c  show of 
a  "clean break" w i t h  Zalm/Social Credi t  
and form a  "new" p a r t y .  The t r u l y  sad  
p a r t  is t h e  s l i m e  l e f t  behind doesn ' t  
j u s t  wash away. It wouldn't ma t t e r  i f  
these  geeks jo ined  t h e  Hot t en to t s ,  t hey 'd  
s t i l l  r o t  i n  t h e  s t i n k  of t h e i r  own re- 
f l e c t  ion.  T h e i r  minds ' smel l .  

- - 



:the Attorney-General 's  o f f i c e ,  wound 
up i n  t h e  hands of h i s  p o l i t i c a l  nem- 
e s i s ,  Moe Sihota ,  NDP c r i t i c  f o r  t h e  
~ t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  As a re- 

s u l t ,  Bud Smith had t o  r e s ign .  A f t e r  
s u i t a b l e  per iod  of qua ran t ine ,  he 

as welcomed back t o  t he  t rough of 
ill Vander ~ a l m ' s  c a b i n e t ,  where 
t ' s bus iness  a s  usua l .  
Then something f a n t i s e k  happened. 

e  a l l  heard t h a t  Vander Zalm d i d n ' t  
wn Fantasy Gardens 

d id .  The Z a l m  
- h i s  wi fe ,  L i l l -  
took a prospec- , t i v e  buyer down t h e  yekkiw b r i c k  road 

of Canadian oppor tun i ty ,  some thought 
us ing  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  t o  f a c i l i -  
t a t e  t he  s a l e .  He pocketed a  coo l  
$16 mi l l i on .  But documents f i l e d  
last  week i n  t h e  BC Supreme Court 
no t  only revealed t h e  premier 's  i n t i -  
mate involvement i n  t h e  s a l e ,  bu t  al- 

S-'I'IC; GUY so  suggested t h a t  Vander Zalm used 
Well, i t  looks l i k e  t h e  Z a l m ' s  h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  a r r ange  bus iness  

p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  is headed f o r  t h e  access  t o  cab ine t  m i n i s t e r s .  The rev- 
b i g  t u l i p  garden i n  t h e  sky. e l a t i o n s  prompted an  announcement 

I A s  Saddam Hussein huddles  i n  I r a q ,  t h a t  Edward Hughes, t he  BC Commiss- 

I/ st i l l  i n  power but  f a c i n g  dea th  o r  ioner  of c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t ,  w i l l  
e x i l e  and d e s e r t i o n  by h i s  fo l lowers ,  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s a l e .  The Zalm had 

B i l l  Vander Zalm might w e l l  be sitt- i n  f a c t  owned 83 per  c e n t  of Fantasy 

ing  by the f i r e s i d e  i n  V i c t o r i a  o r  Gardens. P o l i t i c s  i s  simply fan-tas- 

Richmond saying:  "Got any i d e a s  L i l ? "  i t i c !  

Did i t  start  a f t e r  t h e  Z a l m ' s  t e l e -  Socred suppor t e r s  a r e  packing t h e i r  

vised:tspeech l a s t  s p r i n g  when he bags. Nicole Par ton ,  former Vancou- 
seemed des t ined  f o r  t h e  comeback ver Sun columnist ,  became a cand ida t e  

- t r a i -  and the  Socreds were t a l k i n g  but  l e f t  because of ~alrn's handl ing  

about "windows of opportuni ty"? Could just 

be the  Z a l m  slammed one of those  win- rt ~ r a & e  McCarthy, a f t e r  sn ip ing  from 

dows on h i s  thumb. I n  any case ,  a  t he  s i d h l i n e s ,  announced he r  r e t i r e -  

s e r i e s  of miscues followedk one of ment, specula ted  by some t o  be s h o r t .  
t h e  most no tab le  being t h e  Bud Smith Socred s u p p o r t e r s  a r e  packing t h e i r  
a f f a i r .  bags. Nicole Par ton ,  a former Vancou- 

Bud s t a r t e d  i h e  a s  c o n s u l t a n t  t o  ve r  Sun columnist ,  became a candida te  
Bennett ,  then t h e z a l m a n d h i s c a r e e r  b u t l e f t b e c a u s e o f  Za lm ' shand l ing  
blossomed. He became a b i g  man on of j u s t  about every th ing .  Finance 
campus and was appointed Attorney- Minis te r  Me1 Couvelier jumped s h i p  
General a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  But some last  week. 
recorded telephone conversa t ions ,  Grace McCarthy, a f t e r  sn ip ing  from 
when he made p r e j u d i c i a l  remarks t h e  s i d e l i n e s ,  announced he r  r e t i r e -  
about an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway by ment, specula ted  by some t o  be s h o r t .  



A c e r t a i n  element among Socreds, in-  
, cluding cons t i tuency  par;y p res iden t s ,  
l i s  t r i c k l i n g  away from t h e  l i f eb lood  
of Socred suppor t ,  many going t o  t he  
Reform Par ty ,  headed by Preston Mann- 
ing, son of former longtime Alber ta  
Socred premier, Ernes t  Manning. The 
Reform Par ty  is another  western a l i en -  
a t ion pa r ty ,  which claims 10 per  cent  
of the  n a t i o n a l  vote .  

By t h e  time you read t h i s ,  Saddam's 
f a t e  may be reso lved ,  bu t  Vander Zalm's 
p o l i t i c a l  review w i l l  be c a r r i e d  ou t  
by che e l e c t o r a t e  sometime t h i s  year.  
Thec Zalm i s  s a i d  t o  be an embarassment 
to t he  business  community. And, faced 
with a d e f i c i t  of $375 m i l l i o n  i n  
t r ans fe r  payments as a r e s u l t  of t h e  
recdnt f e d e r a l  budget, which w i l l  un- 
doubtedly r e s u l t  i n  cutbacks i n  govern- 

jment s e rv i ces ,  t h e  Zalm can no longer  
'be the f a i r -ha i r ed  boy he was when he 

1 s t ro l l ed  through t h e  Expo s i t e  i n  1986. 
'yep, p o l i t i c s  i s  simply fan- tas - t ic !  
, Canada is  a g r e a t  l and  of opportun- 
i t y ,  even f o r  someone who claims t o  
have ea ten  t u l i p  bulbs  during t h e  w a r .  

!gut sometimes those  oppor tun i t i e s  cos t  
everybody. 

By JOANNE HAMEN - 
here is a time when 
poor and oppressed 

have nothing more to 
lose, and whatever 

they do will be 
achievement, not loss." 

I -FATHER ELlAS CHACOUR 

My GOLD 

Writers  and A r t i s t s  
Seldom g e t  r i c h  - The very  f i n e s t  
Have d ied  i n  poverty 

Should I t r a d e  
My Poems 
For a money 

Should I s e l l  - 
My l i f e  - 
To make the  
Corporates r i c h e r ?  

O r  s h a l l  I 
S i t  on a r i v e r  bank 
Pen and Paper 
Flowing with t i d e  

Making job? 1 ' T  [ 8) 

71 A s  sunse t  yellow 1 , L d  Turns me 
I n t o  unmarketable 

gold * !  

The inhe r i t ance  , 
I l eave  

tj my ch i ld ren  f ,  a is  the  
w;rit ten F.4 

word f : 
i ,  

She i l a  Baxter , j 
- 



I RESPONSE TEN 

C a r l  C h a v  ---- - 

Van. , B 2.  V6K 2N; 

)on h a s  been w e l l  known f o r  months .and,  
mce a g a i n ,  burn ing  o i l  h a s  been used 

tr~ly\rrl$l , 
The c o a l i t i o n  f o r c e s  unleashed I 

f i r epower  i n  I r a q  than  any i n  o t h e r  
w a r .  Th i s  e x p l o s i v e  tonnage, however, 
i s  now being dwarfed by t h e  energy o f  
t h e  most v o l a t i l e  weapon of them a l l  - 

w a s  p r e d i c t e d  months i n  advance and 
communicated t o  t h e  headdof t h e  U.N. 

Thousands of groups  around t h e  world 
a r e  now t r y i n g  t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  
t h e  f a l l o u t  from t h i s  u l t i m a t e  weapon. 

1.m * . ..I IWI 
Every e f f o r t  musc be made t o  p u t  t h e  

f i r e s  o u t  as q u i c k l y c a s  p o s s i b l e .  No 
expense can be spared .  Hundreds o f  
m i l l i o n s  of l i v e s  - perhaps  a l l  o u r  
l i v e s  - depend on i t .  A g r i c u l t u r e  w i l l  
wh i the r  under a t o x i c  b l a c k  c loud  i n  
one of t h e  most h e a v i l y  popula ted  
a r e a s  of t h e  world.  

I f  t h e  new world is  t o  have o r d e r ,  
t h e  United Nat ions  Environment Program 
must make a n  immediate assessment  o f  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  o v e r s e e  t h e  capp ing  o f  
t h e  w e l l s  and d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c leanup .  - 
The General  Assembly must d e c l a r e  a 
s t a t e  of emergency f o r  t h e  world. 

A mil lenium from now t h e  n e x t  few 
y e a r s  w i l l  s t i l l  be remembered as t h e  
era of  t h e  Black Rain. 

I *A 
Over 6," Kuwait 

now rag ing  i n f e r n o s  be lch ing  chemical  
t o x i n s  more d e a d l y  than any o f  Saddam's 
warheads i n t o  t h e  a i r .  They a r e  ex- 
pec ted  t o  burn f o r  years .  bi 
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F a l l o u t  Rain 

Never would I mind i f  I d i d  f i n d  . 
A Blue Whale i n  my soup 
Nor would I mind a porcup ine ,  

i n s i d e  a ch icken  coop. 
Yes l i f e  is f i n e  when t h i n g s  combine 

l i k e  c o r n  i n  beef  chow mein 

SUPPORT WESTERN SHOSHONE LAND RIGHTS 
P r o t e c t  t h e  .Ear th  

FUND HUMAN NEEDS 
No War f o r  Big O i l  

There w i l l  be a Peace Encampment & 
non-violent  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  a t  Nevada's 
t e s t  s i t e  from Wed., A p r i l  3 t o  Mon., 
A p r i l  8 ,  1991. I f  you want more i n f o  
c a l l  o r  w r i t e :  

AMERICAN PEACE TEST 
P.O. Box 26725 

Los Vegas, Nevada 89126 

O r :  
(702) 386-9834 

GREENPEACE 
1726 Commercial Drive  

Vancouver, BC 253-7701 

But Lord t h i s  t ime I t h i n k  I mind. - - 

Cause t h e y ' v e  p u t  f a l l o u t  i n  my r a i n ! !  
C 

Gimme Twinkies,  
Gimme wine 
G i m m e  J e a n s  by C l a v i n  K l e i n  
But i f  you s p l i t  t h e  atoms f i n e  
Mama keep ' e m  o f f  t h o s e  genes  of mine 

G i m m e  Z i t s ,  t a k e  my dough 
Gimme bunkym i n  my j e l l y  r o l l  
C a l l  t h e  Devi l ,  
And s e l l  my s o u l  
But mama keep Dem 
Atoms whole! ! 

By Berkelej .  Breathed (Bloom County) 
(por taged  by E a s t )  

These poems a r e  meant t o  end t h e  
a r m s  r q c e  and t o  b r i n g  i n  t h e  - 
t r a d i t i o n a l  peace t h a t  s p r i n g  her-  
a l d s  t o  u s  a l l .  F i r s t  t h e  Peace 

a t  t h e  Nevada t e s t s i d e ,  
27 Peace  Walk i n  

J.E. 



MEMO 

,TO: R ,* Barrister and Solicitor 
FROM: H ,* Secretary 
RE: Vacation Time 

" I haven ' t  seen you s i n c e  t h i s  c a s e  
s t a r t e d .  A s  you have another  t r i a l  

1 coming up soon a f t e r  t h i s  one I s h a l l  
probably never  see you aga in ,  which i s  
a p i t y  because you are a s  worthy an 
example of  Womankind as e v e r  c rossed  
the b a r  and i t  was a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  have 
known you. 

Leaving m e  a  no te  drawing my a t t e n -  
t ion t o  a cou r se  on managing s e c r e t a r -  
i a l  stress i s  n o t  an app rop r i a t e  res- 
ponse t o  my previous memo reques t ing  a  
vacation. I do no t  wish t o  manage 
s t r e s s  n o r  go t o  a  dynamic seminar. I 
wish t o  go t o  bed. I do not  wish t o  
"master t h e  magic of manager-employee 
synergy'' n o r  am I i n t e r e s t e d  i n  "esc- 
aping t h e  app rova l  t rap."  I don ' t  
have secretarial stress anyway, I have 
poet 's  stress, a  much more d e l i c a t e  
condition. P o e t s  a r e  n o t  expected t o  
manage stress b u t  t o  w r i t e  pass iona te  
poet ics  a s  a r e s u l t  of  i t ,  and succumb 
to e i t h e r  stress o r  consumption, 

I whichever i s  most popular  t h a t  year .  

What I r e a l l y  want from t h i s  job  is  
17 yea r s  and a  c o f f e e  t ruck .  I know 
t h e r e  i s n ' t  17 yea r s  l e f t  before  re-  
t i rement  age and I know you a r e  momen- 
t a r i l y  q u i t t i n g  law, bu t  when people  
say t o  m e :  s o  how long  d i d  you work 
t h e r e ?  I want t o  say:  17 years .  I ' m  
no t  s u r e  how a person would say  t h a t ,  
pos s ib ly  wi th  a  j ud i c ious  mixture  of  
s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n  and s e l f - p i t y .  Cer- 
t a i n l y  i t  could never  be s a i d  i n  t h e  
same tone of  vo i ce  t h a t  I say:  I ' v e  
had 22 jobs i n  24 yea r s ,  o r  whatever 
my job count  i s  now. Seventeen yea r s  
would sound, you know, s i g n i f i c a n t .  

And a  c o f f e e  t ruck.  You know t h e s e  
p laces  where t h e  c o f f e e  t ruck  d r i v e s  
around more o r  l e s s  t h e  same time 
every day and blows i t s  horn and 
everyone downs whatever t h e y ' r e  doing 
and runs  o u t  t o  t h e  t ruck  and some a r e  
s topping  o t h e r s  t o  g ive  them money t o  
g e t  them something, and l i k e  t h a t .  I 
could l eave  you memos say ing  something 
l i k e ,  t h e  t r u c k  was e a r l y  t h i s  morning 
o r  t h e  c o f f e e  t ruck  was o u t  of blue- 
be r ry  muff ins ,  o r  whatever i t  i s  
people say  about  c o f f e e  t rucks .  

Then when I r e t i r e d ,  I could com- 
p l a i n  t h e  cinnamon buns i n  t he  nu r s ing  
home a r e n ' t  as good a s  t h e  ones on t h e  
c a f f e e  t r u c k  and I could say s t u f f  
l i k e :  i n  view of my 1 7  yea r s  wi th  
t h i s  one company, I t h i n k  t h i s ,  t h a t  
and t h e  o t h e r .  I know you th ink  you' 
re a l i b e r a l  employer because I ' m  a l -  
lowed t o  type  B.C.  on addresses  in-  
s t ead  of  s p e l l i n g  ou t  B r i t i s h  Columbia 
but t h i s  i s  n e i t h e r  he re  nor t h e r e  and 
what I r e a l l y  want i s  17 yea r s  and a  
co f f ee  t ruck .  

*Using i n i t i a l s  is i n  t he  b e s t  t r a d i -  
t i o n s  of o l d  l i t e r a t u r e  and I have 
always admired i t  so  I am tu rn ing  
everyone I know i n t o  i n i t i a l s .  

(This is  an exce rp t  from a work i n  
progress  by HELEN POTREBENKO) 





Don ' t Q u i t  

When t h i n g s  go wrong as t h e y  sometimes w i l l  
When t h e  road y o u ' r e  t r u d g i n g  seems a l l  u p h i l l  
When t h e  funds  a r e  low & t h e  d e b t s  a r e  h i g h  
When you want t o  s m i l e  b u t  you have t o  s i g h  
When c a r e  is p r e s s i n g  you down a b i t  - 

Rest if you must b u t  
d o n ' t  you q u i t .  

Success is f a i l u r e  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t  
The s i l v e r  t i n t  of t h e  c l o u d s  o f  doubt  
And you never  can  t e l l  how c l o s e  you a r e  
I t  may be n e a r  when i t  seems a f a r  
So s t i c k  t o  t h e  f i g h t  when you are h a r d e s t  h i t  - 

I t ' s  when t h i n g s  go wrong t h a t  
you m u s t n ' t  q u i t .  

Submitted by S h e i l a  B e l l  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  & The te lephone  ... 
Having a phone i s  a n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a 

l o t  of peop le .  I f  your  income is GAIN 
and you a r e  n o t  pay ing  your  maximum 
s h e l t e r  p o r t i o n  f o r  r e n t ,  a phone can . 
be pa id  f o r  w i t h  t h e  money n o t  go ing  
t o  keeping a roof  o v e r  your  head. 

The c h e a p e s t  o p t i o n  is a dia l -phone 
and n o t  c a l l i n g  long-d i s tance .  Busi- 
n e s s ,  be ing  concerned w i t h  p r o f i t s ,  
is c o n t r o l l e d  by government regu la -  
t i o n s  s o  p r o f i t e e r i n g  d o e s n ' t  screw 
t h e  many f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  few. A t  
l e a s t  t h a t ' s  t h e  i d e a l  anyway.. . . . . . .  

A n o t i c e  came w i t h  phone b i l l s  a  
w h i l e  ago s a y i n g  t h a t  BC TEL wants  t o  
make push-button phones mandatory;  a 
p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h i s  " se rv ice"  is  
of  c o u r s e  inc luded .  

It w i l l  c o s t  more f o r  something you 
g e t  whether you want i t  o r  n o t . . o r  
whether you can  a f f o r d  i t  o r  n o t .  

On a l a r g e r  s c a l e ,  Big  b u s i n e s s  i s  
- t y r i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  e n t i r e  telecommuni- 

c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y  d e r e g u l a t e d .  With a 
monopoly, p r o f i t s  a r e  ensured ,  b u t  up 
t o  now i n  Canada t h e  average  c o s t s  of 
b a s i c  s e r v i c e  a r e  low because  o f  what 
is  c a l l e d  " c r o s s - s u b s i d i z a t i o n " .  I f  
you d o n ' t  l i v e  i n  a major  urban a r e a  
you s t i l l  d o n ' t  have t o  pay 2 o r  3 
t imes what a  c i t y - d w e l l e r  pays because  



t h e  e x t r a  p r o f i t s  made from t h e  c i t y  
s u b s i d i z e  r u r a l  s e r v i c e .  Also,  t h e  
high c o s t  of long-d i s tance  s e e s  213 
of t h e  p r i c e  go t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  and 
b u i l d i n g  t h e  network t o  make a c c e s s  t o  
a l l  telecommunication u n i v e r s a l .  

P r o f i t e e r s  want t o  d e r e g u l a t e  t h e  
Canadian phone system, and have comp- 
e t i t i o n  f o r  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  r a t e s .  The 
d i r e c t  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  on u s  w i l l  be 
h igher  phone b i l l s ,  a s  t h e  p r o f i t s  
used now t o  s u b s i d i z e  w i l l  be c u t  by 
compet i t ion ,  l o c a l  ' f r e e - c a l l '  a r e a s  
w i l l  s h r i n k ,  r e s e a r c h  & development 
co improve s e r v i c e s  and equipment 
w i l l  be reduced as funds  go t o  d u p l i -  
c a t i o n  and a d v e r t i z i n g .  

I n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  d e r e g u l a t i o n  h a s  l e d  
t o  i n c r e a s e s  i n  rates by a n  average  of 
44%,  while  long  d i s t a n c e  h a s  gone 
down by 29%. T h i s ' s  g r e a t  f o r  t h e  few 
major c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  r e l y  on long- 
d i s t a n c e  but t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  
phone u s e r s  make j u s t  l o c a l  c a l l s .  
Out of any 1 0  peop le ,  w i t h  t h i s  dereg- 
u l a t i o n ,  n i n e  s u f f e r  h i g h e r  c o s t s  and 
one benef i t s . . . sound  f a m i l i a r ?  
..more on t h i s  'mandatory'  s t u f f  soon. 

THE RUN FOR THE HOMELESS 

Date: March 24 ,  Sunday 
P l a c e :  Brockton Oval,  S t a n l e y  Park.  
D i s t a n c e  & S t a r t  Times: 

- Half Marathon - 9:00 am 
- 10K - 10:OO a m  
- 5K - 10:30 a m  
- 2K - 1 1 : O O  a m  

The Vancouver I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r i a t h -  
l o n  S o c i e t y  and KISS-FM are t h e  spon- 
s o r s  o f  t h e  Run f o r  t h e  Homeless w i t h  
monies r a i s e d  go ing  t o  DERA. 

There.'.are fioui d i f f e r e n t  d i s t a n c e s  
t h a t  one can r u n  o r  walk; 2km, 5km, 
lOkm and h a l f  Marathon. Draw p r i z e s  
w i l l  be  awarded t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and 
a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t r y  c o s t  w i l l  be 

I 

donated t o  DERA. 
Everyone is  welcome. For more i n f o  

come t o  t h e  DERA o f f i c e  (9  E,Hast ings)  
and p i c k  up a n  e n t r y  form o r  phone 
t h e  even t  h o t l i n e  - 737-2453. 

By PAULR TAYLOR - 3 ? ~ q g ~ - 5 v ~ 2 * * 9 ? 4 ~ *  6 t9 A A 

A l l  Because - I 
"When i t  comes t o  myse l f ,  I can f i g h t  o f f  t h e  f e a r . "  
I ' v e  heard t h i s  so  many t i m e s .  
The r e s u l t :  

Black and b l u e  from head t o  t o e .  
Before heading o u t ,  d r e s s  up. 
Behind s u n g l a s s e s ,  f a c e  covered 
w i t h  a s c a r f  and t h e  need f o r  a long-s leeved 
sweater ,  on a b r i g h t  sunny 4ay. 
A l l  because d i n n e r  wasn ' t  r eady ,  and t h e r e  w a s  
d u s t  on t h e  s t e r e o  and a  s c u f f  mark on t h e  f l o o r .  ( 
When i t  was a l l  o v e r ,  h e  s a i d ,  "I l o v e  you honey,"($ 
"Come l e t ' s  go t a l k  abou t  i t  i n  t h e  bedroom." 
of course  y o u ' r e  n o t  going t o  say  no,  f o r  f e a r  of 1 g e t t i n g  a n o t h e r  b e a t i n g .  

*THITBISYSITTER CAN 5VRE PLAY 



Safe Love - a s o r t  of an essay  
Safe,  meaning - reaching  base with- 

She c r i n g e s  a s  she  walks p a s t  m e ,  o u t  being put  ou t .  Love, meaning - a 
f f e r i n g  from an obvious s t a t e  of s co re  of zero.  Safe  Love is  no t  l i k e  
sgust.  She speaks e x c e l l e n t  body c u t t i n g  o f f  your e a r  o r  chasing Ann 
g l i s h  and can c u t  you t o  t he  bone Murray around t h e  Provinces.  
th  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  ges tu re .  she ' s  an Safe Love is  pre tending  t h a t  you ' r e  
per t  a t  p ro t ec t ing  h e r s e l f  from me he Flying Dutchman who was cursed t o  
o a r e  compelled t o  l ove  h e r  - h e r  s a i l  the  Seven Seas a lone  f o r  e t e r n i t y .  

east  a t t r a c t i v e  pos tu re  - but  what But i n  p re t ense  you amend t h e  s t o r y  so  
n coudd r e s i s t  a woman wi th  such t h a t  t h e  c u r s e  can be broken i f  t h e  
r sonal  i n t e g r i t y ?  Flying Dutchman passes  one n igh t  with- 
Physical  d i f f e r e n c e s  are r i d i c u l o u  n the  arms of h i s  h e a r t ' s  d e s i r e .  

pe r f ec t ;  she  is  s t a tuesque ,  I a m  Safe Love is the  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  
omish. She is e n t e r i n g  h e r  s exua l  no ma t t e r  how much you f e e l  f o r  some- 
%e, and 1 ' m  j u s t  about through my one, i f  they don ' t  s h a r e  t h e  same 

irst mid- l i fe  c r i s i s  and can on ly  f e e l i n g s ,  i t ' s  a m a t t e r  of p lay ing  a 
quate my out look on sex  wi th  t h a t  0 e a l i s t i c  game of Charades wi th  
c h i l d  wi th  h i s  nose pressed  aga ins  h a s t i t y  as t h e  s e c r e t  work. 

a candy s t o r e  window wi th  no money i n  Safe Love is s t and ing  a lone  a t  a 
h is  pocket - some th ings  never chan alf-way p o i n t  wanting noth ing  more 
when i t  comes t o  g e t t i n g  what you w han t o  be a b r i e f  except ion.  
That l a s t  remark, of course,  i s  "sour Safe Love, i n  t h e  end, i s  s p i r i t u a l  / grapes" and not  e n t i r e l y  t rue .  i n  t h a t  i t  f u l f i l l s  a b a s i c  mental 

A s t rong  negat ive  of Safe Love is unct ion t h a t  would o therwise  dry  up 
that a s a f e  l ove r  i s  an unwanted e n t i -  and wi the r  away l i k e  an  unwatered 
t y ,  who is bu t  obsessed wi th  t h e  o p t i -  m g a r d e n .  
mistic l o g i c  t h a t  every condom has  i t s  DEside Joe  

Alien Cur ios i ty  

Who a r e  you? Where a r e  you from? 
Why are you he re?  What va lues  do you 
have? Do you g e t  s toned? A r e  you a n  
insomniac? Are you f o r  r e a l ?  Are you 
r e a l l y  reading  t h i s ?  Is something 

Do you hold grudges? Is your Karma 
i n  good balance? Do you b e l i e v e  i n  
A t l a n t i s  o r  heaven? 
Name t h r e e  th ings  t h a t  make you 
happy. Do you th ink  t h i s  space could 
have been pu t  t o  b e t t e r  use?  You do! 
But don ' t  you s e e  I ' m  s i n c e r e l y  
cur ious  about  i f  anybody a c t u a l l y  
reads t h i s  s t u f f  a l l  t he  way through? 
W e l l ,  s o  long. 1t's b e m  n i c e  

i c a t i n g  wi th  you. 
DEside Joe  



DOWlt'?'G\.YN EASTSIDEIPS - are you interested 
i n  iivinp and working i n  the country? 

I 

You can stay in one of four far-nrs 'in B. C.'s scenic 
Cariboo country (between 100 Mile House. and 
Williams Lake) for a short or long period of time, and 

, help care for animals and grow organic food. 

N o  experience. obligation or investment necessary - 
just  an interest in being part of a Froup of people who 
share their volunteer labour and lave a healthy 
outdoor life. 

The farms are operated by the Cariboo Community 
Enhancement and Economic Developmc.nt Society 
(CEEDS). an independent. non-profit society that is not 
connected to any religious or political group. The 
Carnegie Community Centre Association is a 
sustaining member of the Society. 

Everybody who lives anti works on the farm is an 
equal partner. and shares  in all that the farms have to 
offer. Several Downhwn Eastsidc residents are now 
visiting there. 

WHY NOT FIND OUT MORE? 

CONTACT MUGGS S I  G U R G E I R S O N  AT C A R N E G I E  C E N T R E  

F O R  MORE I N F O R M A T I O N  - 665-2220 



HOW B I G  CORPORATIONS PLAN TO GET CHEAP LABOUR 

How can Canadian workers become compe- 
t i t ive  with Mexican workers who e a r n  $4 

la day? The Dec.Sth, 1990 t r a n s c r i p t  of 
testimony a t  the  ' ~ o u s e  of Commons Sub- 
committee on Child Poverty provides a 
clue to  a l i k e l y  government s t r a t e g y  in  
the following explanation of the  Nation- 
a l  Child Allowance Program. 

I t  comes from Barbara Greene, the  Tory 
Chair of the  Committee: "We would e l imi-  
nate a l l  the  income-related programs the  
federa l  government f inances  but  s t i l l  
keep c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  programs such as 
sub?idized day c a r e  and others ."  

When asked i f  the  c r e d i t  would be f o r  
children and parents  o r  j u s t  ch i ld ren ,  
Greene rep l i ed :  "For c h i l d r e n  only  and 
the.parent  would be f inanced e i t h e r  th ru  

1 the welfare  system o r  a minimum wage. ' 
I lThe minimum wage would not have to-cover 
the c o s t s  of r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  j u s t  the  
costs of the adul t . "  

I Does t h i s  mean t h e  f e d e r a l  govt (which 
just announced a fireeze of 3%-on pub l i c  
sector wages) is planning t o  a b o l i s h  the  
old concept of family wage..the idea  
that a working person should make enough 
to support a family? 

Here a r e  some o the r  p ieces  of a s o c i a l  
policy puzzle t h a t  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  "yes 
- a  plan is a f o o t  t o  end t h e  family wage 
concept. 

1. Tory MP Murray Dorin says  t h a t  a 
guaranteed annual income may be i n  the  

next Tory throne speech (Globe & M a i l ,  
Feb.20). This would no doubt be t h e  Tory 
version of a guaranteed annual income 
presented t o  the  McDonald Commission by 
the Canadian Manufacturers' Associat ion.  
11t inc ludes  
) * dest roying e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  programs; 
* having a very low r a t e  of income, f a r  
I below the  poverty l i n e ;  
j * keeping minimum wages low and avoid- 

ing  pay equi ty ;  
( *  al lowing people who ge t  the  income to  

use i t  as a top-up of low wages. 
s h o r t ,  t h i s  is the  type of guaranteed 

ncome t h a t  would guarantee, poverty. 

With t h i s  system, people on welfare  
would be forced out  t o  work a t  extremely 
low wages, wi th  e x i s t e d  s o c i a l  programs 
converted t o  wage top ups. 

2. Quebec Premier Robert Bourassa says  
t h a t  governments have t o  "re-evaluate 

s o c i a l  programs" i n  t h e  l i g h t  of g loba l  
economic cond i t ions  (Globe & Mail, 2312) 
Bourassa says  t h a t  h i s  government i s  
consider ing va r ious  cutbacks. S o c i a l  pro 
grams l i k e  we l fa re  provide a b i t  of sec- 
u r i t y  t o  people without jobs. Does he 
want t o  reduce these  programs s o  Canadi- 
ans can f i t  i n t o  the  g loba l  r e a l i t y  of 
s l a v i n g  a t  jobs t h a t  pay very low wages? 

3. Quebec,welfare programs have a l ready  
been changed - t o  f o r c e  so-called employ 

-able people t o  seek work even though 
unemployment i s  a t  11.4% and expected t o  
grow. When wages a r e  extremely low, for-  
c ing  people on welfare  t o  seek work a s  a 
condi t ion of g e t t i n g  t h e i r  cheque, w i l l  
push more people i n t o < t h e  workforce and 
d r i v e  down wages. 

4. I n  BC t h e  socreds  a r e  f o r c i n g  s i n g l e  
pa ren t s  t o  look f o r  (low paying) work 

when t h e i r  youngest c h i l d  i s  6 months , 

old ,  r ega rd less  of b e n e f i t  t o  family. 
The we l fa re  system is changing, not  t o  
reduce poverty f o r  people, but  t o  ensure 
poverty whi le  working a t  low wages. BC 
provides some c h i l d c a r e  and t ranspor ta-  
t i o n  expenses t o  s i n g l e  pa ren t s  f o r  a 
year ,  ensur ing t h a t  they can work a t  a 
lower wage and survive.  A s  End Legisla-  
ted  Poverty q i r e c t o r  Debbie E l -  
l i s e n  says ,  t h e  system ensures  t h a t  you 
w i l l  always be dependent on it. 



5. The S o c i a l  Se rv i ce s  Min i s t ry  i n  Ontar- 
i o  produced an i n t e r e s t i n g  paper out -  

l i n i n g  t h e  f e d e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  
p o l i c y .  According t o  t h i s  paper ,  t h e  goa l  
of  f e d e r a l  po l i cy  is  " d e f i c i t  reduct ion" .  
The s t r a t e g y  is  " r e l i a n c e  on t h e  market- 
p l a c e  and g loba l  competi t ion ' '  and reduced 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  " casua l t i e s . "  Imp l i ca t ions  
f o r  On ta r io  (and o t h e r  provinces)  !-'?'in- 
c r ea sed  numbers of people on w e l f a r e , l o s s  
of  good jobs ,  more bad j o b s ,  s o c i a l  pro- 
grams t h a t  provide long-term top  ups of  
low wages. " 

It adds up t o  t h i s :  Tory, L i b e r a l  and 
S o c i a l  Cred i t  governments a r e  u s ing  d e f i -  

, c i t  h y s t e r i a  t o  j u s t i f y  c u t t i n g  s o c i a l  
programs s o  people w i l l  be more d e s p e r a t e  
t o  work a t  low wage jobs. They w i l l  avoid  
r a i s i n g  minimum wages, and implementing 

- e f f e c t i v e  pay e q u i t y  programs a t  a l l  c o s t  
( t h a t  would c u t  i n t o  p r o f i t s ) .  They w i l l  
a t t e m p t  t o  weaken unions and t h e i r  a b i l i -  
t y  t o  n e g o t i a t e  decent  wages. They w i l l  
u s e  w e l f a r e  programs, n o t  t o  he lp  people 
e scape  poverty,  bu t  t o  f o r c e  poor people  
i n t o  t h e  l abour  market and low wage jobs .  
When they  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  t o t a l l y  imposs- 
i b l e  f o r  people t o  s u r v i v e  on t h e  low 
wages, they  w i l l  t r y  t o  conve r t  e x i s t i n g  
s o c i a l  programs l i k e  w e l f a r e  and s o c i a l  
housing t o  wage top up programs. 

There you have i t ;  peop le  on w e l f a r e  i n  
Canada become t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s '  answer t o  
competing w i t h  low wage Mexican workers. 

For y e a r s  low income peop le  have c a l l e d  
f o r  a  s o c i e t y  w i thou t  pover ty .  W e  have 
p roposa l s  f o r  ach i ev ing  t h i s  kind of soc- 
i e t y ;  We need governments w i th  f u l l  em- 
ployment p o l i c i e s ,  comprehensive univer -  
sal  programs, good p u b l i c  i n s u r a n c e  pro- 
grvns  l i k e  U I  and CPP. W e  need a f a i r  tax 
system wi th  t h e  r i c h  paying  more and t h e  
poor paying l e s s .  We need s t r o n g  unions  
and decent  wages f o r  people  i n  t h e  p a i d  
workforce. Th i s  means t h a t  t h e  minimum 
wage should  be  r a i s e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  $7.50 
an hour ( t h i s  is what i t  would be  i f  i t  
had kept  pace w i th  i n f l a t i o n  s i n c e  1975),  
and women should  e a r n  100% o f  what men 
ea rn ,  n o t  60%. We need adequate  incomes 
f o r  people  who a r e n ' t  i n  t h e  pa id  work- 
fo rce .  Our g o a l  i s  a s o c i e t y  wh'ere o u r  
economy meets  t h e  needs o f  a l l  people ,  
and where a l l  people  can  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  
'equals.  

Changing t h e  Canadian w e l f a r e  sys tem t o  
meet t h e  d e s i r e s  of  c o r p o r a t i o n s  f o r  
cheap l a b o u t  has  no p l a c e  i n  t h i s  demo- 
c r a t i c  v i s i o n .  

By JEAN SWANSON 
End L e g i s l a t e d  Pover ty  
211 - 456 W.Broadway, 
Van., BC. 879-1209 


