
The Spin Of The Wheel 

We l ea rned  a l o t  about r o u l e t t e  6 black-  
jack,  we had some fun  baing t o g e t h e r  - and 
we made money f o r  Carnegie so  we can g e t  a  
vaii this siiiitjer. 

I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  Casino t h a t  was 
he ld  t h e  weekend of A p r i l  24 & 25 a t  the 
Mandarin Centre at Main E Hastings.  

We weren ' t  p lay ing  a t  t h e  Casino. We 
were running it, a s  a fund- ra i s ing  event .  
I t  was o u r  f i r s t  Casino. We earned about a  
t o t a l  o f  $11,000 f o r  t h e  2 n i g h t s .  With 
t h a t  money we can l e a s e  a  van t h a t  can 
t a k e  Carnegie & Oppenheimer Park people on 
out ings .  

And one of t h e  b e s t  t h i n g s  about it i s  
t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  money came from out  
s i d e  o f  Carnegie. No Carnegie people had 
t o  spend any o f  t h e i r  own money. This  i s  
t h e  b e s t  kind of fund - ra i s ing  f o r  us ,  be- 
cause we a r e  no t  t a x i n g  ou r se lves  t o  pay 
f o r  our  programs. 

Thanks t o  t h e  ded ica t ed  crow a f  volun- 
t e e r s  who made it p o s s i b l e :  Ed Buhr, Vicki 
Dutcher, Bharb Gudmundson, Garry Gust, 
gr izq E!etherifig+-cfi- Wa\rn~ J - - -  "-1 1 zancl, gfin'lfj 

MacPherson, I r ene  Schmidt, J e f f  Sommers, 
Paul Taylor  and Bob t h e  Chi l imas ter .  

We're planning on hold ing  another  Casino 
but  t h e  way l i c e n c e s  go i t  w i l l  probably 
be l a t e r  t h i s  yea r  o r  e a r l y  next  year .  

Speaking o f  fund - ra i s ing ,  t h e  new Garden 
Bingo i s  now underway a t  t h e  PNE. I t ' s  
open noon t o  midnight,  seven days a  week 6 
has  a l l  b r i g h t  new equipment. Proceeds go 
t o  b e n e f i t  Carnegie programs - 6 l i k e  t h e  
Casino, we don ' t  have t o  r a i s e  t h e  money 
from i n s i d e  Carnegie. 

I t ' s  vo lun tee r s  who make it p o s s i b l e  
t h e r e  too .  Our r e g u l a r  vo lun tee r s  i nc lude  
Ed Buhr, Barb Gray, Abby Kizner, Claude 
Mortimer, George Nicholas 6 I r ene  Schmidt. 



KEEP MEDICARE HEALTHY 
IT MIGHT NOT BE THERE 

WHEN - YOU NEED IT 

A l l  of u s  a r e  -concerned.,about our  hea 
We know t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  system is  
t h e r e  when we need it E we want t o  kee 

WE ARE NOT ALONE ! 

"'I'liis i s  what I  f e e l  needs t o  happen t o  
succeed - an o v e r a l l  concern f o r  your con- 
s t i t u e n t s '  Health & Safe ty .  

I I A l l  t h e  agencies  & support  groups need 
t o  network. . t o  work i n  conjunct ion  with 
each o t h e r  & not  j u s t  make r e f e r r a l s .  Why? 
Why have l o t s  of  m i n o r i t i e s  when we could 
have one major i ty .  .we a l l  have one focus.  

"There 's  a  t e r r i b l e  information gap; you 
need t o  come t o  t h e  community E t a l k  a t  
ou r  l e v e l  ( informal ly ,  p l e a s e ) .  Being 
j u s t  E o v e r a l l  shows r e a l  concern f o r  us. 

"Funding needs t o  go t o  people who have 
d i r ~ c t  c ' xy~r i ence  F; I r e  already t z l k f n g  at 
our  l c v e l .  I myself f e e l  I have a l r eady  
s t a r t e d  networking - phone me f o r  a  p l ace  
and time of any community s e l f - h e l p  supp- 
o r t  group m&ting. Would you welcome our  
i deas  r a t h e r  than  having t o o  narrow a def  - 
i n i t i o n  of  what i s  a  va lbab le  a c t i v i t y ?  

"Also, could you d i r e c t l y  ask t h e  Minis- 
t e r  of  Socia l  Se rv i ce s  f o r  me t h a t ,  while  
I'm on t h e  Family Soc i a l  Se rv i ce  Assist- 
ance, can I have a s o c i a l  worker along 
with my f i n a n c i a l  a id?"  - Kathy 

Dear Paul ,  

This  p i cce  (above) i s  t h e  conclusion of  
a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  Calgary Mayor A1 Duerr 
a t  a  'I'own 11311 meeting on t h e  sub jec t  of 
v io l ence  a g a i n s t  women. I t  was p re sen ted  
by a  woman with small c h i l d r e n  from Fores t  
J,awn. In Alber ta  it i s  r a r e  t o  have a  
s o c i a l  worker. 

Yesterday (Apri l  14th)  t h e  Tory Budget 
s a i d  " s ing l e  employables w i l l  have a  more 
arduous time i n  g e t t i n g  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e "  
Before budget t h e  Calgary Poverty Focus 
Group a l r eady  has two members completely 
without income. Obviously t h i s  i s  a  moral i 
human crime. C lea r ly  Tor i e s  a r e  not  cogni- 
zant  of our i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commitments t o  
s o c i a l  G economic r i g h t s .  Are t hey  t h e  
ones who a r e  i l l i t e r a t e ?  

We need medicare. The wealthy a r e  f i n e  
under a user-pay scheme, b u t  what about 
average income e a r n e r s , t h e  e l d e r l y  & poor? 
Medicare i s  a s ac red  t r u s t ,  t h e  most imp- 
o r t a n t  component of o u r  s o c i a l  s a f e t y  ne t .  
I t  makes u s  a  unique country.  Help u s  save 
it and make it b e t t e r  f o r  everyone! 

t h a t  way. 
We want t h e  f i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  medicare f 

- u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  comprehens-f 

coalition to 
Keep Medicare Healtfi~ 

iveness,  p o r t a b i l i t y  4 p u b l i c  adminis t ra -  3 
t i o n  - l e f t  i n t a c t  & s t rengthened .  @! " 

We want f ede ra l  funding l e v e l s  r e s t o r e d . ;  
But we a l s o  want t o  work t o g e t h e r  t o  make 
t h e  system even more e f f e c t i v e .  

We want p r o v i n c i a l  governments t o  aband- 
on u s e r  f e e s  6 o t h e r  u n f a i r  ways o f  paying 

educat ion o r  t h e  h igh  unemployment r a t  

In t h i s  budget t h e r e  i s  no r ecogn i t i on  A t  t h i s  r a t e  one could expect  t h e  To 

of t h e  l o s s  of programs f o r  upgrading,  t o  be without  income having an "arduo 

s k i l l  t r a i n i n g ,  s t r e s s e s  on English a s  a  time", without  f r i e n d s ,  f ami ly  o r  SUP 
Second Language programs, post-secondary 

--' 

I 

1 

- - c ~ r  j w ~ l t n  tnre. we mns t  ~ t n r t  puninrina 
workable a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  d o n ' t  t h r e a t e n  
our  hea l th .  1 

To keep medicare hea l thy ,  we need t o :  
I 

1. Stop t h e  f ee - fo r - se rv i ce  t r e a d m i l l .  
2.  Give non-physician s t a f f  a l a r g e r  r o l e  

i n  p a t i e n t  ca re .  
3 .  Eliminate h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  p r o f i t .  
4. E lec t  h o s p i t a l  boards 4 democrat ize 

1 
I 

h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
5. Reduce dependency on p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs 

E make them more a f fo rdab le .  
6 .  Guarantee t h a t  h e a l t h  c a r e  i s  of  t h e  , 

h ighes t  q u a l i t y ,  whether i t ' s  provided 1 
i n  t h e  home, community ory h o s p i t a l .  

7. Encourage p reven t ive  ca re .  



t l ~ ' d  burn down t h c  bui ld ing  but I ' ve  
t oo  much r e spec t  f o r  t h e  k ids ."  

$11 c a n ' t  make any money. They're  ru in-  
ing my bus iness ."  

*'The downtown e a s t s i d e  needs more goo,d 
cops . I t  

"We were here before  t hey  were." 

"Son of  a  b i t ch ,  ell?" 

"What kind of a  mother a r e  you? 
Hooking ! I t  

" I t ' s  a  bust!" 

''She should know b e t t e r .  She ' s  an ex- 
hooker and a junkie ."  

I t 1  s Saturday, 12: 15 am, May 9 th ,  and 
t h i s  is  what people a r e  saying near  
321 Pr incess  S t r e e t ,  an a f fo rdab le  
housing apartment block. 

A group of up t o  n ine  c i t i z e n s  a r e  
s inging  $ laughing, "Jesus loves  me, 
t h i s  I know." 

A p icke t  s ign  reads :  NO DRUGS NO JOHNS 
Licence p l a t e s  a r e  c a l l e d .  
F l a s h l i g h t s  a r e  sh in ing .  
A shopping c a r t  is  d e l i b e r a t e l y  over- 

turned i n  t h e  a l l e y  between Cordova $ 
Hastings, west of Pr incess .  A van 
d r i v e s  i n t o  t h e  c a r t ,  pushing it i n t o  
t h e  s t r e e t .  

A woman i s  s tanding  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  
nea r  Union Gospel Mission. S ix  people 
swarm upon her ,  saying "Keep moving. 
.r*11 ho.. +,. I.,.,.- --.. :..- * *  I-: 
- - _ L A  ..-A Cu A L L ~  I I I V V I I I ~ .  r u ~ g c ~ >  ale 
poin ted  a t  her .  She s t a t e s ,  "I 've got  
k i d s  t o  suppor t .  " One of t h e  group 

says,  "So do I . "  She i s  then rushed 
south of  Pr incess  and Hastings. 

A ghost  c a r  i s  i n  t h e  a l l e y .  A c i v i l -  
i an  c a r  t r i e s  t o  pass .  I t  backs up, 
goes south on P r inces s  t o  Hast ings,  
heads west and t h e  ghost  c a r  i s  in  
p u r s u i t .  

F ina l ly ,  one person saus  t h a t  Union 
Gospel Mission j u s t  wants those  who 
a r e  on a  drug r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program 
not  t o  be  en t i ced  with drugs.  

By ANITA STEVENS 

JUST A REMINDER 

Remember OKA! 
Remember Rodney King. 
It could happen here .  
It d id  happen a l r eady .  
Remember Oka! 
Kanada should hang i t s  head. 
World l eade r  i n  o the r  people ' s  p o l i t i c s .  
World l eade r  i n  hypocricy 
Hiding i t s  cancer  behind f a l s e  bravado. 

Mulroney should keep h i s  b i g  nose 

out  of t h e  USA 

Mulroney knows where t o  put h i s  nose! 
Where a r e  you? Reagan? 
Take Heart Kanada. 
1t 's t h e  Mila Reagan M u l r ~  >ey Hour! 

What i s  Normal? 

T t  i s  normal f o r  b r u t a l  cops t o  nea r ly  
murder Kodney King. 

I t  is  normal f o r  Canada's Army o r  any 
coun t ry ' s  army t o  l e g a l l y  murder innocent 
people.  

I t  i s  normal f o r  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  l i e .  
I t  i s  normal when somebody asks Wow are  

you?It t o  say  " f ine t t  when you r e a l l y  a r e  
i n  a  bad way. 

I t  i s  normal t o  c r i t i c i z e  t he  poor and 
oppressed. 

I t  i s  normal t o  assume t h a t  everybody 
who i s  hass led  by cops has done something 
wrong o r  bad. 

I t  i s  a l l  normal u n t i l  you f e e l  t h e  
opp res so r ' s  c lub  on your own body ... 

Brian Wagget 



Dear Mr. Taylor ,  

Thank you f o r  your r ecen t  l e t t e r  suppor- 
t i n g  t h e  b r i e f  by Mr. Ian Kelsey, Chai r -  
person, Vancouver School Board, regard ing  
t h e  needs o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  i n n e r  c i t y .  

The h e a l t h  & educat ion of  B C ' s  c h i l d r e n  
w i l l  always be of  paramount importance t o  
ou r  government. A t  t h e  same time t h e  gov ' t  
must be prudent i n  ba lanc ing  i t s  many r e s -  
p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  & t axpayers .  

A s  you know, we have i n h e r i t e d  an e x t r e -  
mely d i f f i c u l t  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  from 
t h e  prev ious  admin i s t r a t i on .  I want t o  
a s su re  you tha t h i s  g o v ' t  i s  f i r m l y  ded i -  
ca ted  t o  f i s c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  & t o  an 
honest & open p u b l i c  process .  The e l imina-  
tiuii vf . --*-i- 

W ~ ~ ~ L C . L U ~  spending G t l i e  achieve- 
ment of  maximum va lue  f o r  t h e  t axpaye r ' s  
d o l l a r  i s  a  long-term t a s k ,  one which we 
t ake  very  s e r i o u s l y .  However, d e s p i t e  o u r  
commitment t o  e f f i c i e n c y  & f r u g a l i t y ,  we 
have pledged t o  maintain v i t a l  p u b l i c  s e r -  
v i c e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of h e a l t h  ca r e ,  s o c i a l  
programs & educat ion.  

You may be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know t h a t  educ- 
a t i o n  spending i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  budget has 
increased  by almost $300 m i l l i o n  t o  a  t o t -  
a l  of $ 3 . 6  b i l l i o n .  This  r e p r e s e n t s  an i n -  
c r ea se  of 9.1% - enough t o  fund p r o j e c t e d  
c o s t  i n c r e a s e s  & popula t ion  p re s su re s .  

Again, thank you f o r  wr i t i ng .  I app rec i -  
a t e  hearing from you. 

Mike I larcourt  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  and Abort ion 

a r e  we t o  presume t o  know b e t t e r  than  our  
Creator"? ( a  d i r e c t  quo t e ) .  

The C h r i s t i a n  view is n o t  so  b l a c k  and 
white a s  people t h i n k .  It i s  based on s t a -  
t i s t i c a l  d a t a  and f a c t s  t h a t  t h e  media 
w i l l  no t  a l low us  t o  p r e s e n t .  The f a c t s  
a r e  t h a t  t h e  a b o r t i o n  a l s o  h u r t s  t h e  woman 
Post Abort ive Syndrome (PAS) is  one of 
t he se  consequences. It i s  a  psychologica l  
d i s o r d e r  whose symptoms can be m a n i f e s t e d '  
i n  dreams- of bab i e s  c ry ing ,  extreme g u i l t ,  
deep depress ion  and t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  bond 
with f u t u r e  bab i e s  o r  o v e r p r o t e c t i o n  of 
them. 

S t a t i s t i c s  have i t  t h a t  a  number of wom- 
en who a b o r t  w i l l  become s t e r i l e  and l a t e r  
have t o  adopt !  Some w i l l  have mi sca r r i ages  
due t o  a  s t r e t c h e d  u t e r u s  and some w i l l  
have a  s c i i i b o r n  baby. 

These a r e  f a c t s  t h a t  p ro -abo r t i on i s t s  do 
not  want you t o  hea r .  They a r e  s c a r y  and ' 1  
unpleasant ;  b e t t e r  t o  be  i n  t h e  da rk  and 
j u s t  a b o r t !  I t h i n k  n o t .  Women who abo r t  
without  unders tanding  t h e  " s i d e  e f f e c t s "  
a r e  l i k e  t h e  women who have had b r e a s t  
implan ts  wi thout  knowing t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  
- we have a  r i g h t  t o  know, Only then  do we 

I 
r e a l l y  make a  v a l i d  cho i ce  based on r e a l i -  ' 

t y .  I f  you want t h e  f a c t s ,  read  on. 
There is much ques t i on  about  when a  f e t -  

us  becomes a  human be ing .  It is easy  t o  
deny t h a t  i t  a l r e a d y  is when it i s  incomp- 
l e t e ,  but  t h e  f a c t  is  t h a t  i t s  h e a r t  bea t  
began 10 days a f t e r  concept ion ,  b r a i n  
waves a r e  a c t i v e  and i t  r e a c t s  t o  l i g h t ,  
pain and touch w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  month. It 
l i v e s  i n  t h e  womb happ i ly  sucking i t s  

This  is i n  response t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  1 thumb. Abortion blows t h e  baby i n t o  p i e c e s  
t he  Flay n e w s l t t e r .  I am deeply concerned which a r e  then  sucked o u t  of t h e  womb and 
about t h e  misunderstandings about t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  view and would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  
some of t h e  myths. 

A s  Marius s t a t e d ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  God is 
a  God of choice  and he  d id  g i v e  u s  a  f r e e  
w i l l  t o  e x e r c i s e  i n  t h i s  l i f e .  However, he  
being God, through Je sus ,  h i s  son ,  t r i e d  
t o  show us  t h a t  each choice  we make has  
consequences, some p o s i t i v e ,  c h a r a c t e r  
bu i l d ing  and p l ea s ing  t o  God, and some 
t h a t  produce pa in  and d e s t r u c t i o n  and the 
breakdown of our  se l f -es teem and s e l f -  
r e spec t .  These t h ings  a r e  c a l l e d  sin be- 
cause somebody g e t s  h u r t  and a  God of love 
gr i eves  f o r  our  pa in .  Yes, ~ a r i u s ,  

r epos i t i oned  t o  make s u r e  they  a r e  a l l  
t h e r e .  The pa in  is a s  r e a l  t o  t h i s  f e t u s  
a s  i t  would be t o  u s .  

Again, t h e  f a c t s  a r e  p a i n f u l ,  bu t  d e n i a l  
i s  not  going t o  h e l p  prevent  t h a t  pa in .  
It does surface--I  know women who a r e  i n  
deep g r i e f  b e c a j s e  they  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  
t o  abo r t  whi le  i n  a  s t a t e  of c r i s i s  in -  
s t e a d  'of r e so lv ing  t h e  c r i s i s  and d e a l i n g  
f a c t u a l l y  w i th  a l l  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
Choice is your r i g h t .  Choose w i se ly ,  how- 
eve r ,  cons ide r ing  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and 
g iv ing  equa l  power t o  your baby ' s  w e l l -  
being.  Choose l ove .  m 

An unwed mother 



~f a jury  of 'peers1  see  no g u i l t ,  
i t ' s  a  case of new world order .  
1f the  c i t y  burns with a  thousand f i r e s ,  
you hear  t h e  ances tors  of a  haunted na t ion .  
1f an empire i s  b u i l t  on c a p t i v i t y ,  
then only by human j u s t i c e  is it de l ivered .  

Garry Gust 

Encyclopedias  S t a t e  
Some Flowers Are Without Scent 

I Too accep t ing  of a u t h o r i t y ,  
I may have ambled p a s t  people  bunched 1 on a  bench, never  aware 
of t h i s  man's o r  t h a t  woman's 
honeysuckle dreams 
dying on t h e  s idewalk ,  
never  d e t e c t i n g  whether  hope 
s t i l l  f l ower s  w i t h i n  them, 
never  s c e n t i n g  . 

i n  t hose  haunted f a c e s  
t h e  g h o s t s  
of mayflowers and w i ld  r o s e s .  

Maureen McGregor 

t h e  d e l i c a t e  rhythym 
of blood i n  t h e  e a r .  
S t r u c t u r a l  th robbing .  
Rhythym of  e r a s ,  ages  and eons,  
played ou t  on atoms, photons and quarks .  
Ea r th  eve r  is t h e  meaning p l ace .  
There should b e  drums, 

Stephen Belkin 

M ~ Y  D A ~  1992 
you broken c i t i e s ,  through b l i n d s  of morning 
your ba ld  i n s u r r e c t i o n s ,  your dreams 
d i s i ~ t e g r e t f n g  a 1  nng t h e  F i r e  t r e e s  
how t h e  r e d  l i g h t  hungers  f o r  s ense  
t h e  t e r r i b l e  co lou r  of t h i s  wakefulness  
i n  i ts  armed s u r v e i l l a n c e s ,  whispering 
t h e  bo t tomless  dec lens ion  of conc re t e  
t h e s e  f l e s h l y  pro tuberances ,  b r u t a l  t a r g e t s  
f o r  t h e  empt iness ,  and you who wear 
your co lou r  l i k e  a  whi te  bludgeon 
t h e  hollow bone of your l i v e s  
what of your s k i n  w i l l  t h e  worms nonour 
when t h e  s i r e n  whines f o r  thee?  

I want a  n i g h t  s o  b l ack  we cannot s e e  
anyth ing ,  and must f i n d  each  o t h e r  aga in  
f i n a l l y , b y t o u c h i n g s l o w l y  . 
i n  a  word less  f o r e v e r  of moments 
t h e  l i g h t  we cannot name 

Dan Feeney 



S t .  J u d e ' s  o r  something e q u a l l y  churchy, 
bu t  t h a t ' s  how it is .  Our C h r i s t i a n  cong- 
r ega t ion  i s  roughly 30% White, 70% Native 

l le l lo  Paul ! 

Sometimes i t ' s  hard t o  know who a r e  
your f r i e n d s  and who a r e  your enemies, I 
f e e l  t h a t  way a f t e r  reading  Tora t s  d ia -  
t r i b e  i n  t h e  May 1st Newslet ter .  He d e a l t  
with the March 22 forum called to discuss 
ways of  making l i f e  s a f e r  f o r  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  
37 of whom have been murdered. The forum 
was c a l l e d  because, whether o r  no t  you 
agree  with p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  it i s  inde fens i -  
b l e  t o  s tand  by & do nothing while  a spe-  
cific group bf people> 
t h e i r  t r a d e  & t h e i r  gender, a r e  bea ten  & 
murdered. 
F i r s t :  h i s  l i b e l l o u s  accusa t ion  t h a t  I 

Indian.  Our p a s t o r  is  Rev. Barry Morris .  

and th rea t ened  t o  p i c k e t  t h e  meeting an 
ask people not  t o  a t t e n d .  They then  
spread t h e  word t h a t  no p r o s t i t u t e  had 
been invi ted t o  speak, and that the mee 
ing  had been organized by a "fundaments 
ist Christian group." (Barry a 
fundamenta l i s t?  T h a t ' s  a hoot!) The wom 

cowed* never turned up, but th  
went ahead. people regard thl 

coerc ion  & t h r ea t ened  sabotage  a s  a t y r -  
ann ica l  power t r i p .  

Those who d i s a g r e e  wi th  t h e  forum a r e  
p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  t o  o rgan ize  t h e i r  own. 
Second: Torats warning t h a t  1 am a lVrich ------ 
white C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  Prope 
t i e s , "  (or  Proper tys ,  a s  he has  i t ) .  I 

A t  no time have I e v e r  made t h e  p repos t -  
e rous  & i l l e g a l  c la im,  no r  have I eve r  
i n f e r r e d .  t h a t  mv a c t i o n s  a r e  "sanct ioned 
by abo r ig ina l  people,"  which sounds a s  i f  
I'm claiming t o  speak f o r  a l l  Native Ind- 
i ans .  My a c t i o n s  were sanc t ioned ,  however, 
by t h e  White & ~b-inal members o f  t h e  
Longhouse, a t  a meeting he ld  March 8 ,  
when I was asked t o  r e p r e s e n t  them a t  t h e  
March 22 forum. I t ' s  no t  my f a u l t  i f  ou t -  

/ h a d n ' t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a woman, brought u "Gl i -E  under t h e  decept ive  t i t l e  of  t h e  , in rhp r i l m m s ,  c p x l l a i i y  ahncpli r h i i  
iongnouse Councii o f  Native ~ i n i s t e r i e s . "  
Deceptive t i t l e !  ! !  For p i t y ' s  sake! This  / and t eenage r  by h e r  v i o l e n t  f a t h e r ,  4 n 

is the name of my church, and has .bet I concerned about t h e  37 unsolved murders 
l o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  had t o  p u b l i c l y  r evea l  

s i n c e  1984! We're a t  2595 Frankl in .  C a l l  her financial 

s i d e r s  f a i l  t o  check f a c t s  and misunder- 
s tand  t h e  name of  my church. 

The forum was a success ;  t h e  on ly  bad 

u s  on 254-4531 ( l i s t e d  under  t h i s  t i t l e  
i n  t h e  phone book) & a voice  w i l l  r e p l y ,  
"Longhouse Council o f  Native M i n i s t r i e s  
Church . I '  Sometimes we're  c a l l e d  "The Long 

event  occurr ing  a f t e r  an i n v i t a t i o n  was 
i s sued  t o  Ina Roelants ,  (hardworking and 
much-loved Co-ordinator  at  t h e  WISH Cent- 
r e ,  F i r s t  United) ,  t o  b e  a speaker  & t o  
b r ing  a women working t h e  s t r e e t  with he r .  
A woman t o l d  Ina  she  was keen t o  go. Acc- 

her skin colour, 
h e r  r e l i g i o n  6 h e r  r e s idence  be fo re  a id -  
ing  a t  a forum on v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  s t r e e t  
women. H i s  warning is  e l i t i s t ,  r a c i s t  and 
bigoted. here goes: 

ord ing  t o  some working women, c e r t a i n  
o t h e r s  then took o f f e n s e  t h a t  t h e  forum 

house" f o r  s h o r t .  Sor ry  we're  no t  c a l l e d  
Finances.Husbandss employment: 2 jobs.  1) 
l a y  United Church m i n i s t e r ,  $20,000 p .a .  , 
2) church j a n i t o r ,  $lO.ooo p.a. 10% of 

I 

was occurr ing .  They announced t h e y  would 
do t h e i r  b e s t  t o  s t o p  t h e  woman appearing 

a l l  wages t i t h e d  t o  ch&ch.-Also suppor ts  
2 c h i l d r e n  i n  Afr ica .  Car: 1985 van. 
Mortgage: now $20,000. House va lue :  n i l ,  
according t o  Royal Lepage, 1991, because 
of s eve re  s t r u c t u r a l  damage r e s u l t i n g  from 
f a u l t y  i n f i l l .  Value of land:  $163,000. 
RRSP's: none. Savings:  none. Moi: Half- 
sha re  i n  land.  Last  2 yea r s :  r i s e  a t  3am, 
w r i t e  f i c t i o n .  Employment: cook-housekeep- 
e r .  From 6:30am-6pm, Mon.to F r i . ,  c l ean  
house, shop, cook & b a b y s i t  3 ch i ld ren  f o r  
a s i n g l e  mum. Wages: supposedly $75 a week 
bu t  f o r  18 months t h e  ex-husband has pa id  
c h i l d  suppor t  on ly  when he f e e l s  l i k e  i t ,  
and I only  g e t  pa id  when he pays. Am now. 1 - 
owed-$1823 i n  back wages. Personal  Allow- 1 

ance: ,$80 a month, of  which $20 goes t o  1 c h a r i t y .  Luxury Limousine: 1988 F i r e f l y .  1 
Furs :  none. Designer J ewe l l ry :  18 c a r a t  i 
wedding r i ng .  Designer Wardrobe:daughterfs ~ 
c a s t - o f f s  & what I make myself. Beauty 
Pa r lou r  & Hai rd re s se r :  never ,  s i n c e  I c u t  
my own h a i r .  Antiques: many, va lue  unknown 
s i n c e  tReysve been passed down through our  



E w e ' l l  never  s e l l .  Gourmet Meal; 
a  Mode. Roya l t i e s  from my book: 

e  ti1 June. S ince  i t %  a l i t e r a r y  work, 
a  flbodice-ripper;rv I ' m  expec t ing  t i n y  

gges t  a s s e t :  a Hyundai word-proc- 
essor bought 1 yea r  ago v i a  a  t a x  r e b a t e .  

m e n  I f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e  my wages, ; s h a l l  
hold a  b i g  p a r t y ,  t o  which I s h a l l  i n v i t e  
Tors, because I  b e l i e v e  b a s i c a l l y  h e ' s  a  
good person,  i n  s p i t e  of  h i s  alarming hab- 
it of machinegunning people f irst ,  and a s -  
king t h e  dead body, "Friend o r  Foe?" l a s t .  
Skin co lour :  Cor rec t ,  boring white .  Given 
a choice,  I ' d  be  East  Indian,  because t h e  
women a r e  s o  b e a u t i f u l .  
Resident  o f :  Glenmore Es t a t e ,  a  small  pim- 
p l e  p ro t rud ing  ou t  of B r i t i s h  P r o p e r t i e s '  
otherwise p e r f e c t  backs ide .  I t  a l lows  dup- 
l exes  E townhouses, which B r i t i s h  Proper t -  
i e s  never  al lows.  I t ' s  very  p l e a s a n t ,  bu t  
I d o n ' t  want o t h e r s  t o  g h e t t o i z e  me the re .  
Rel ig ion:  Cor rec t ,  C h r i s t i a n .  C h r i s t ' s  2nd 
commandment was "love t h y  neighbour a s  thy 
s e l f . "  I  t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  a s  meaning t h a t  
s i n c e  I  want j u s t i c e  f o r  myself ,  I  must 
work f o r  j u s t i c e  f o r  o t h e r s  a l s o ,  hence my 
work on t h e  forum, on wi fe -ba t t e r ing ,  
c h i l d  abuse, animal r i g h t s ,  r a c i a l  i s s u e s ,  
homosexual r i g h t s ,  housing r i g h t s ,  welfare 
r i g h t s ,  e t c .  Anyone c a r e  t o  s e e  my f i l e s ?  
I  am so  popular  wi th  p r o v i n c i a l  6 f e d e r a l  
government o f f i c i a l s .  

Tora s u s p e c t s  I am a " s p e c i a l l y  p r o t e c t -  
ed person -- an important  f igurehead  who 
may not  be r i d i c u l e d  o r  c r i t i c i s e d . "  A 
f i g i l r e h e d ?  Of w h a t  s h i p ?  The  P i n t a ?  T h e  
Nina? The Santa  Maria? I ' v e  been a house- 
wife f o r  37 y e a r s  & I ' m  proud of  t h a t .  I  
d o n ' t  need p r o t e c t i o n  & I  don ' t  mind bein2 
c r i t i c i s e d  a s  long a s  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  is  

- 
based on t r u t h .  Also, I  have no hidden 
agenda -- t h e  only  t h i n g  f o r  which I  f e v -  
eE i sh ly  p l o t  6 scheme is t ime,  s o  t h a t  1 
can w r i t e  my novel  without  having t o  r i s e  
a t  3 a.m. 

I  thought t h e  enemy was r a p i s t s ,  murder- 
e r s  6 t hose  who, i n  t h e i r  ques t  f o r  r i c h e s  
t rample on o t h e r s ?  I  never  r e a l i z e d  t h e  
enemy was me (o r  Muggs, who has given s o  
much t o  hercommunity) .  But why t h i s  waste 
of p rec ious  t ime G ene rg i e s  on i n - f i g h t i n g  
United, we s t and ;  d iv ided ,  we f a l l .  I s n ' t  
our  f a l l  what t h e  oppressors  6 e x p l o i t e r s  

want? And what do peop le ' s  s o c i a l  back- 9 7 .  1 
grounds m a t t e r  if they  d o n ' t  e x p l o i t  o th-  
e r s  G t h e y ' r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  equal  human 
r i g h t s  f o r  everyone?! Anyway, i f  people 
want t o  w r i t e  about  me, t hey  should t e l e -  
phone me f i r s t  a t  922-7630 E g e t  t h e  f a c t s ,  
n o t  guesswork. To t h o s e  h e s i t a n t  t o  do so ,  
l e t  me a s s u r e  you I am always p o l i t e  - un- 
l e s s  you make t h e  mistake of t r y i n g  t o  r e -  
des ign  me t o  f i t  your f a v o u r i t e  s t e r eo type .  
I ' m  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  and I  r e f u s e  t o  l i v e  i n  
anybody e l s e '  s 'pre-pckaged,  pre-shaped, 
p o l i t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  pigeon-hole. Have a 
good day! S ince re ly ,  

J a n c i s  M. Andrews 

Nothing i s  suddenly r e a l  
No one i s  e n t i r e l y  a l i v e  

S i l ence  o f f e r s  i t s  explana t ion  
You hea r  nothing & you understand 

The eyes o f  t h e  deep soul  remain i n v i s i b l e  
A cu t  f lower  i n  a  g l a s s  of  water  

is more human. 

Its dea th  is  dreamlike 
I t s  l i f e  a  s i l e n t  l a u g h t e r  

a t  s c i ence  & r e l i g i o n  

The incomprehensible c e n t r e  
Of what you t h i n k  you know 
& what you th ink  you don ' t  know 

This  g i f t  must be 
Alive 6 conscious 6 unquest ionable 

S i l ence  o f f e r s  i t s  explana t ion  
You hear  nothing & you understand 
Learning no l e s son  

TORA 



THEYRE BAD! THEYRE REAL BAD! AFTD WE WANT 'EM! 
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c iden t s  of po l i ce  , b r u t a l i t y  
f ined t o  L.A. In every c i t y  
h  America, b r u t a l  E even 

brainless behaviour by law enforcement 
is becoming the  r u l e  r a t h e r  than 

the  except ion. 
In Vancouver we've recen t ly  witnessed 

cops blowing away a  young man f o r  hblding 
up a  Walkman. They sa id  tKey thought it 
was a  gun. In the  l a s t  few years the re  
have been numerous inc iden t s  of people 
being shot t o  death by pol ice  o f f i c e r s  
because the  v ic t im was brandishing a  
knife  E the  cops were too cowardly o r  
i l l - t r a i n e d  t o  disarm them. In some cases 
these  people were drunk o r  d isor iented so 
it would be r e l a t i v e l y  easy f o r  even a '  
f i r s t - l e v e l  mar t i a l  a r t s  student t o  rend- 
e r  them harmless. Why don ' t  t h e  pol ice  
use these  methods r a t h e r  than taking a  
l i f e ?  My theory is  t h a t  they would r a t h e r  
take  the  l i f e  of  any c i t i z e n  than r i s k  
t h e i r  own. I f  t h i s  is  t r u e ,  it would be . c l e a r  evidence t h a t  t h e  pol ice  force ,  
h i red  E paid t o  p ro tec t  c i t i z e n s  of what- 
ever colour o r  economic s t a t u s ,  have 

" t u r n e d  t o  t h e  law of the  jungle i n  the  
i n t e r e s t  of p ro tec t ing  themselves from - harm, o r  even t h e  r i s k  of harm. 

Consider how easy it is  t o  murder some- 
one when you have a  loaded gun i n  your 
hand & they have only a  knife  o r  walkman 
t o  hang on to .  

In t h e  case of  Rodney King, t h e  jury 
claimed the  beating was not r a c i a l l y  mot- 
4 . 4  c 4 n r n  Y G n n I r  4 h l n p l r  r n m n q n i n n c  

I r v a k r u ,  ys...-- I \ L . L ~  -) --... l=---"--- 
i n  the  same c a r  with him followed the  
policemen's orders  E were not beaten. The 
jury  sa id  King was beaten because he re-  
fused t o  follow the  cops' orders t o  l i e  
face  down with h i s  hands behind h i s  head. 
In the  81 seconds of  video tape  played on 
newscasts around t h e  world, 56 blows with 
n igh t s t i cks  can be counted a s  t h e  v ic t im 
slowly crawls around on h i s  hands E knees 
How many blows landed before E a f t e r  the  
video is  unknown. Apparently cops a r e  not 
required t o  count E repor t  how many blows 
they i n f l i c t  on c i t i z e n s  they suspect of 
being criminals.  

We're t a l k i n g  f u l l  fo rce  blows with 
lead-weighted clubs here,  smashing the  
vict im on h i s  s k u l l ,  cheekbones, across  

1 
the  bridge of h i s  nose, on the  back of 

g .  the  neck 6 on the  body. Rodney King had 
mul t ip le  f r a c t u r e s  E it was determined by 
h i s  physician t h a t  had the  beating conti-  
nued much longer,  he 'd have been dead. 

The cops who beat  him were declared in-  
nocent of any wrong-doing by an a l l -whi te  
jury. The t r i a l  was moved from a  r a c i a l l y  
mixed community t o  an a l l -whi te  neighbor- 
hood, so  racism was c l e a r l y  involved 4 
even acknowledged by the l ega l  system. 

The jury  claimed Rodney King was beaten 
within an inch of h i s  l i f e  because he 
wouldn't follow pol ice  orders ,  E t h i s  
they accepted a s  a  l ega l  6 rout ine  pol ice  
procedure. 

Their decision not only touched off 
r i o t s  E demonstrations i n  L.A. E most 
o the r  l a rge  American c i t i e s ,  it a l so  sent  
a  message t o  po l i ce  fo rces  everywhere 
t h a t  beating a  c i t i z e n  unconscious f o r  
not following orders  is  acceptable/ legal .  

Myself, I ' m  not surpr ised t o  see t h i s ,  
s ince  I  came t o  t h e  conclusion long ago 
t h a t  governments a r e  c l o s e t  f a s c i s t  oper- 
a t ions .  We a r e  gradual ly  seeing the  fasc-  
i s t  government mentali ty emerging from 
i t s  c l o s e t  6 i t s  t a r g e t  i s  any individual 
o r  group t h a t  can be iden t i f i ed  as  a n t i -  
establishment. 

Those who have demonstrated E r io ted  i n  
support of Rodney King have been label led  
vandals, l o o t e r s  E hoodlums by the  media, 
who continue t o  support a l l  l ega l  authori-  
t y  whether it be f a s c i s t  o r  otherwise. 
They know cops a r e  h i red ,  ca re fu l ly  t r a i n -  
ed E weii paid f o r  t h i s  work of smashing 
humanity E grinding i t s  face i n t o  the pave 
ment f o r  not following orders.  

... E what do cops & f a s c i s t s  do bes t?  
They follow orders,  of cours-. 
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S'1'1) C l i n i c  - Monday t h r o u g h  F r i d a y ,  9am - 5pm. 
FR1311 MISI)LCAL CLINIC - Mon, Wed, F r i d a y :  5:30-7:30pm 
NEEDLE I<XCIlANGE - 221 Main; e v e r y  day 9am-5pm 
Need le  Exchange van - on t h e  s t r e e t  Mon-Sat e v e n i n g s .  
N . A .  m e e t s  e v e r y  Monday n i g h t  a t  223  Main S t r e e t .  
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!.egr!l S e r v i c e s  -$200  c o n t r i b u t o r s  and n o t  of  Llie Association. 

Kt i e n n e  S . -$40 c i t y  Info  s t a l t  c a n ' t  accepr 

Forest I.awn -$25 donations f o r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  SO 

if you can h e l p ,  f ind Paul Taylur 
Yvonne, C. - $ I  0 

D e a d l i n e  and h e ' l l  g i v e  you a  r e c e i p t .  
Keo -$5 

NEXT ISSUE Thanks everyone! Tom S.-$5 
llazel F1.-$25 
The O l d  Sa i lo r -$40  Thursday 
Cec i l e It. -$20 
Jean .'I:. -$ I5  
Anonymous - $ l 8 , O O  

The Downtown E a s t s i d e  ~ e s i d e n t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  
can  h e l p  you w i t h :  

a n y  w e l f a r e  p rob lems  
A i n f o r m a t i o n  on l e g a l  r i g h t s  
+: d i s p u t e s  w i t h  l a n d l o r d s  
fi u n s a r e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
fi i n c o ~ n e  t a x  
+: U I C  p rob lems  
A f i n d i n g  h o u s i n g  
A o p e n i n g  a bank a c c o u n t  

Come i n t o  t h e  DEIU o f f i c e  a t  9 E a s t  l l a s t i n g s  S t .  
o r  p h o n e  u s  a t  682-0931 

DERA IIAS BEEN SERVING THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSLDE FOR 13 YEARS. 



T t  is a  Cine May morning & a  honey bee 
is w i t h  me i n  my apar tment .  The bee h a s  
s p e n t  most of h i s  t i m e  buzz ing  back & i o r -  
t h  s o  t h a t  each t i m e  he  t u r n e d ,  h i s  wings 
touched my f a c e ,  o r  w h i r l i n g  around t h e  
end of t h e  Er ickson  nose .  For  awhi le  h e  
crawled around on my b a r e  c h e s t .  

' 

I watched a l l  of t h i s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  be- 
cause  I know t h a t  i f  a  bee pays t h a t  much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  you, i t  is b r i n g i n g  you a  
message - a l t h o u g h  i t  may t a k e  awhi le  'or 
t h e  message t o  g e t  th rough .  

I was reminded of a  s i m i l a r  May morning 
about  15 y e a r s  ago.  L i v i n g  i n  Grandview, 
my l a n d l a d y ,  Marge Founta in  & I were s i t t-  
ir-g i n  h e r  b e a u t i f u l  backyard.  Marge was 
r e a d i n g  m y s t i c a l  & o c c u l t  books a t  t h a t  
t ime .  I d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  about  t h e  occ- 

I u l t  o r  mys t ic i sm,  b u t  I know t h a t  t h e r e ' s  
a  good d e a l  more t o  r e a l i t y  t h a n  is  grner -  
a l l y  supposed. I had been t e l l i n g  Marge 

I about  some of my more remarkable  e x p e r i -  
ences  w i t h  t e l e k i n e s i s ,  t e l e p a t h y ,  t i m e  

I t r a v e l  and what-not . 
A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  a  honey bee  came & began 

w h i r l i n g  around t h e  end of  my n o s e .  Ge t t -  

i i n g  a  l i t t l e  n e r v o u s  about  t h e  b e e  be- 
tween u s  b u t  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  we had had, Marge s a i d  , " W i l l  
it away, E r i c . "  

"No," I t o l d  h e r .  "When b e e s  do t h i s  i t ' s  
because t h e y ' r e  b r i n g i n g  you a  message. 
We'll have t o  w a i t  & s e e  what i t  is." 

The b e e  l e f t  & o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  resumed. 
A s  i t  h a p p ~ n ~ d ,  t h ~  F n l ~ n t a i n s  had t h i s  i n -  

c r e d i b l y  shabby o l d  g a r a g e  a t  t h e  f o o t  of 
t h e i r  l o t .  On t h e  s i d e  v i s i b l e  t o  u s  was a  
s m a l l ,  d u s t y  window. I n o t i c e d  t h a t  a  bee  
was c r a w l i n g  on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  g l a s s ;  
I f e l t  q u i t e  worked up about  i t .  

"Marge," I s a i d ,  "where are your  keys? 
T h e r e ' s  a bee t r a p p e d  i n s i d e  t h e  garage .  
I want t o  l e t  i t  o u t  . I '  The keys were i n  
t h e  house & Marge d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  g e t t i n g  
them. I nagged & hounded h e r  u n t i l  s h e  g o t  
t h e  keys & opened t h e  g a r a g e  door  j u s t  t o  
s h u t  m e  up. I e n t e r e d  t h e  d u s t y  o l d  p l a c e  
b u t  d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  t r a p p e d  bee.  There  was 
an o l d  work bench below t h e  window. I l a i d  
my hand on i t  & t h e  bee  crawled o u t  from 
under  a  s c r a p  o f  wood & o n t o  my hand. I 
c a r r i e d  i t  o u t s i d e ,  showed i t  t o  Marge & 

- 

then  sent i t  o f f  i n t o  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  morn. 
We went back t o  o u r  s e a t s  & resunled o u r  

c o n v e r s a t i o n .  "Why don ' t s t r a n g e  & wonder- 
f u l  t h i n g s  e v e r  happen t o  me?" Marge won- 
dered .  "You ' v e  had a l l  t h e s e  marve l lous  
e x p e r i e n c e s  & t h e r e  a r e  a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  books. . b u t  n o t h i n g  e v e r  
happens t o  me." 

"How can you s a y  t h a t ,  Marge?" I 
h e r .  "Not more t h a n  5 minu tes  ago you took 
p a r t  i n  a  s t r a n g e  & wonderful  e x p e r i e n c e .  
Don't you unders tand?  That bee t h a t  w h i r l -  
ed around i n  f r o n t  of my f a c e .  . . I  t o l d  YOU 

it must be  b r i n g i n g  me a  message. Obvious- 
l y  one of i t ' s  kind was t rapped  i n  t h e  
garage  & needed h e l p .  T h a t ' s  why I got  s o  
worked up about  i t ,  because t h e  bee had 
t e l e p a t h i c a l l y  p l a n t e d  t h e  urgency of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  my subconsc ious  mind. And d i d  
you n o t i c e  how, s o  t h e r e  could be no poss- 
i b l e  misunders tand ing ,  t h e  bee  a l lowed me 
t o  c a r r y  it o u t  of t h e  garage  & i n t r o d u c e  
it t o  you?" 

I t h i n k  a l l  peop le  have s t r a n g e  & wonder 
f u l  t h i n g s  happen t o  them from t ime t o  
t ime ,  b u t  t h e i r  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  r i g i d  & l i m -  
i t e d  view of r e a l i t y  p r e v e n t s  then  recog- 
n i z i n g  such e p i s o d e s .  A gr . a t  p i t y !  They 
m i s s  a  l o t .  

So what message d i d  t h e  bee impart t o  me 
t h i s  morning? I t h i n k  I know. 

S i n c e  t h e  b e e h i v e s  appeared a t  t h e  S t r a -  
thcona  Community Gardens I ' v e  p a i d  a  l o t  
of a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  b e e s  & t h e y ' v e  t a u g h t  
me a  l o t ,  p a r t l y  th rough  dreams o r  t e l e -  
p a t h i c  v i s i o n s  & p a r t l y  by showing me. 

The f o l l d w i n g ,  which they  t a u g h t  m e ,  has  



probably n o t  occur red  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l i s t s . .  
Any o u t d o o r s  person h a s  s e e n  bees  buzzing 
a  l o t  around smel ly  t h i n g s  l i k e  f r e s h  man- 
u r e  o r  f e c e s  o r  dead animals . .even compost 
I n  t h e i r  words, t h e y  do i t  s o  " a l l  t h i n g s  
w i l l  glow w i t h  t h e  same l i g h t  ." What t h e y  
mean is  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s p r e a d i n g  b a c t e r i a  
t o  t h o s e  smel ly  t h i n g s .  The s t r o n g e s t  and 
most e f f i c i e n t  b a c t e r i a  w i l l  b r i n g  about  
t h e  qu ick  decomposi t ion of t h e  s m e l l y  
s t u f f  & t h e  p l a n t s  which f e e d  t h e  bees  
w i l l  be  happy. The l i g h t  they  spoke of is  
t h e  f a i n t  glow p u t  o u t  by composting s t u f f  

I n  bo th  p a s t  summers, I promised t h e  
bees  I would work toward t e l l i n g  t h e  world 
t h a t  b e e s  a r e  c l e v e r  & a b l e  t o  communicate 
but  s o  f a r  I h a v e n ' t  done a  t h i n g .  I g o t  
t o  t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s  & about  how some 
C ~ i i i e g i e  peopie  might b e  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  
s o  I took myself t o  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  & made 
a s t a r t  on t h i s .  The bee buzzed me a  few 
more t i m w  & f l ew o u t  t h e  window. 

I t  was w h i l e  I was t y p i n g  t h i s  t h a t  I 
r e a l i z e d  t h e  b e e ' s  message had been: "Come 
on ya l a z y  bum! Get your a c t  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  
y e a r  & g e t  t h a t  w r i t t e n  about  bees!" 

So h e r e  i t  i s .  
By ERIC ERICKSON 

a  pod 
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s o r r o w  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  ,' 

m o r e  s t o r i e s , ,  

o v e r c o m e  
t h e y  b e c o m e  
s a d  

s e e k c  - 
l o v e  & e m  
s t i l l  c\ do 
a s  t h e y  c i rc le  
t h e  l a z y  w a t e r s  

Marilyn See lye  

EAT THE ELITE 

He a t e  h i s  s h i r t .  
2 o t h e r s  f o n d l e d  and c a r e s s e d  

t h e  s h i r t  
h i s  e p a u l e t s  

Having l i t t l e  n i b b l e s  h e r e  and t h e r e  
Not ic ing  t h a t  it was t r u l y  100% c o t t o n .  
An O r i g i n a l  and lfNavylf s h i r t .  
Mockingly he  n o t i c e d  by baby b l u e  t u r t l e n e c k .  
I t  was n o t  100%. . .and i n e d i b l e .  

He had inven ted  
d i g e s t e d  w i t h  a  c l a s s i s t  consc ience  
I o u r  d i f f e r e n c e  

Mari lyn S e e l y e  



-- 
In my younger Years one could work with 13 .  

Grade Eight education, then workers sung 
of ~ e r k s .  Now i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  s i tua t ion .  
These days, with Grade Twelve, you can1 t 
even d i g  a d i t ch .  

I'm o l d e r  now and I 've  learned well 
t h a t  i s n ' t  l i f e  a b i t c h  I 

THE FUTILE SYSTEM 

In my younger days one could work with Grade e ight  education 
Then workers sung of  perks.  now i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  
These days with Grade Twelve, you can ' t  even dig  a d i t c h  
I ' m  o l d e r  now and I 've  learned well t h a t  i s n ' t  l i f e  a b i t c h  

Some f o l k s  stayed i n  school, they f e l t ,  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  
After  20 years ,  they f e l l  l i k e  f o o l s  - they ' r e  over-qualified5 
Some of them d id  g e t  hired,  worked too long t o  mention 
I 've  heard they've a l l  been f i r e d  before g e t t i n g  pensions 

The working s t i f f s  f e e l  i d i o t i c  with 4 hour long comutes. 
Being replaced with cheaper robot ics  and gadgets t h a t  compute 
"Get leanerw comes from management, "Compete with 3rd World pay" 
I t 's  meaner, they make arrangements, wages a bowl of r i c e  a day 

' We've got  f r e e  t r ade  f o r  minimum wage, need 30 years  of s k i l l  
Something's wrong, we've been betrayed, only hi red  t o  c lean o i l  s p i l l s  
Wonder why economy i s n ' t  s tronger,  companies movin' e a s t  and south 
Lack of money, breadl ines  longer, country ' s  los in '  t h e r e ' s  no doubt 

Knowing major companies r u l e  the  world, Governments can' t compete 
1 In countr ies ,  mul t inat ional  f l a g s  unfur l ,  corporate schemes complete 

i Banks owning every inch of land, t h e  homeless but s lave  labour 
Too weak t o  even make a stand,  f o r  jobs y o u ' l l  bid agains t  neighbours 

We'll l i v e  i n  decadence G squalour, the  r i c h  behind barbedwire baraccaded ' 
A s  1% w i l l  own every decent do l l a r ,  t o  our  poverty they ' r e  dedicated 
One day t h e y ' l l  f e e l  crimes produced, r e a l i s e  the  log ic  was corrupt 

/ Only 1% can a f fo rd  t o  buy products, then the  planet  is hmkmpt 
I i They'll be i n  l i n e s  f o r  bread unbacking, the  whole world on s t r i k e  
, Knowing then Jesus  wasn't faking, saying "Share & share a l ike"  

J .  La Riviere 

Criminals i n  Uniform 

Police and b r u t a l i t y  go toge the r  whether 
American o r  Canadian. The po l i ce  t radi ' t -  
iona l ly  t r y  t o  put  f o r t h  a boy scout image 
of helping l i t t l e  o ld  l a d i e s  across the  
s t r e e t .  Take away t h e i r  badge and you take  
away t h e i r  power t o  b r u t a l i z e  whomever 
they want tct mis t rea t .  When they beat  some 
one up they usual ly  charge t h e  person with 
a s s a u l t  o r  r e i i s t i n g  a r r e s t .  Everyday the  
pol ice  break t h e  law when they hass le  peo- 

p l e .  Occasionally they hass le  people with- 
out  p r i o r  records and they have a sec re t  
s lush  fund t o  pay off  po ten t i a l  complain- 
a n t s  who could embarrass t h e i r  flowery boy 
scout image i n  a cour t  of law. The worst 
of the  po l i ce  a r e  arrogant b u l l i e s ,  hiding 
t h e i r  c r imina l i ty  behind law and order.  

Brian Wagge t 



CORPORATE A G E N D A  ARGUMENTS 
. . .and our answers 

1. Don't we have t o  cu t  soc ia l  programs i n  
order t o  reduce t h e  d e f i c i t ?  

Answer: The d e f i c i t  i s  high f o r  two main 
reasons: I n t e r e s t  r a t e s  have been 

high. Each percentage point  adds $1-1,s 
b i l l i o n  t o  the  d e f i c i t .  The g o v ' t ~ ~ c o u l d  
deal  with t h i s  by i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  Bank of 
Canada, a Crown Corporation, t o  reduce in-  
t e r e s t  r a t e s .  

Secondly, t h e  d e f i c i t  i s  high be- 
cause taxes  on corporations & the  r i ch 've  
been d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced over t h e  l a s t  few 
years, & espec ia l ly  s ince  1984. The feder-  
a l  income t a x  r a t e  on t h e  top t a x  bracket  
has gone from 34% t o  29%. The govt brought 
i n  a c a p i t a l  gains exemption 6 RRSP exemp- 
t i o n s  which benef i t  mostly upper income 
people. The business entertainment deduct- 
ion allows business people t o  wr i t e  o f f  
80% of the  cost  of Itbusiness entertainment'  
l i k e  fancy lunches o r  hockey games. This 
deduction alone cos t s  the  gov' t  about 
$1 b i l l i o n .  

The gov' t  could keep & expand soc- 
i a l  programs i f  it reduced i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  
& res tored taxes on t h e  wealthy and on 
corporations. 

2 .  Don't we have t o  have low wages 6 low 
corporate taxes  i n  order  t o  compete 
with countr ies  l i k e  Mexico & t h e  Ph i l i -  
pines? I f  we don ' t ,  won't corporations 
simply move t h e r e  & take  jobs with them' 

Answer: We have t o  r e a l l y  think about t h i s  
argument. I s  t h i s  t h e  kind of 

world we want? A world where people i n  ev- 
ery  region & courttry a r e  forced t o  take  
lower & lower wages? A t  t he  same time, 
corporations a r e  paying l e s s  & l e s s  so  we 
get  fewer & fewer of the  soc ia l  programs 
t h a t  we need even more. 

The l o g i c  of t h i s  argument is  what 
some people have ca l l ed  "competitive pov- 
erty".  People keep g e t t i n g  poorer & poorer 
i n  order  t o  become competitive. 

We have t o  say "no" t o  t h i s  kind 
of thinking. If  humans can put a person on 
the  moon, su re ly  we can develop a system 
where our success does not  depend on some- 
one e l s e s s  poor heal th ,  homelessness, and 

even death,  due t o  poverty. 
Besides, i f  corporations want peo- 

ple t o  buy t h e i r  products, they have t o  
have customers with money, not  customers 
l i v i n g  i n  d i r e  poverty. 

3.  Don't we have t o  have '!Free Trade", low 
corporate t axes  F low wages i n  order  t o  
make l'our'' corporat ions  s t rong so they 
can compete with huge corporations i n  
Europe and Asis? 

Let ' s  think about the  log ic  behind 
t h i s  question. I t  suggests t h a t ,  i n  time, 
we ' l l  have g ian t  corporations i n  the  threej 
regions of the  world b a t t l i n g  i t  out with 
each o the r  f o r  world supremacy. Carg i l l  
might end up con t ro l l ing  agr icu l tu re .  Am- \ 
er ican Express might control  f inances.  
Honda might con t ro l  c a r  manufacturing. IBM 
might control  communications. Soon they 
might s t a r t  t ry ing  t o  control  each other.  
Is t h i s  competition o r  monopoly? 

Is t h i s  democratic? In a democracy 
the  people who make decis ions  a r e  account- 
able  t o  the  people who a r e  af fected by 
them. Who a r e  the  corporations accountable, 
to?  Already, according t o  the  United Nat- 
ions, of the  100 l a r g e s t  economies in  t h e  
world, 47 of them a r e  corporations.  Gener- 
a l  Motors i s  about 1/3 t h e  s i z e  of Canada 
(comparing sa les /gross  domestlic product). 
Toyota is  l a r g e r  than Greece, New Zealand 
and Portugal. 

These aren ' t "ourft corporations 
anyway. You 6 I a r e  not t h e  major share- 
holders. J u s t  because a corporation s t a r t s  
dut  on a p a r t i c u l a r  continent doesn' t  mean 
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be loyal  t o  the  poor & middle 

'income people on t h a t  continent o r  t o  any- 
one on t h a t  continent except the  people 
who control  i t .  That ' s  why these  corpora- 
t i o n s  a r e  ca l l ed  "multinationals". They 
transcend nat ional /cont inenta l  boundaries, 
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4. Don't we have t o  a t t r a c t  fore ign inves t  
ment i n  order  t o  c r e a t e  jobs? 

This i s  another myth. i n  1990-91, 
of the  $15.3 b i l l i o n  i n  fore ign investment 
i n  Canada, 97% of  it was takeovers. Many 
takeovers mean l ayof f s ,  not  job creation.  

Er ic  Kierans, a former ~ i b e k a l  MP 
and analys t  of corporate behaviour, says 
t h a t  the  purpose of fore ign investment i s  
t o  take  control  of  a market o r  a resource 
and t o  take  more out  of a community than 
is put in .  

5. Won't f r e e  t r ade  with t h e  U.S. & Mexico 
help  us  s e l l  our  products i n  o the r  cou- 
n t r i e s  & produce wealth? 

The f r e e  t r a d e  dea l s  a r e  about a 
l o t  more than t r ade .  They a r e  about who i s  
going t o  manage not only t rade ,  but a l s o  
investment, energy, t h e  environment, wages 
heal th  & education, cu l tu re ,  resources. 
With t h e  f r e e  t r a d e  dea l s  global  corporat- 
ions ge t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  manage a l l  of these  
th ings  which a r e  c r u c i a l  t o  the  survival  
of our communities, t o  our  jobs, services ,  
and environment. With f r e e  t r ade  dea l s ,  
e l ec ted  governments lose  the  r i g h t  t o  pass 
laws about processing our  own resources,  
adver t i s ing,  p ro tec t ing  t h e  environment, 
promoting our own cu l tu re ,  o r  having univ- 
e r s a l  chi ldcare  programs. 

The f r e e  t r ade  deal  d id  not give 
Canadian corporations unlimited access t o  
US markets., Instead,  t h e  deal  makes it a t -  
t r a c t i v e  f o r  US corporations tn leave Can-  
ada E s e t  up i n  the  US, causing f u r t h e r  
job l o s s  here.  

6. I s n ' t  g loba l i za t ion  inev i t ab le?  I f  we 
don't go along with it won't we lose?  

In he r  book, The Quick & the  Dead, 
Linda McQuaig says t h i s  about t h e  "global- 
i z a t  ion i s  inevi table"  argument : "Without 
it business & gov' t  leaders  would be stuck 
i n  the  t i g h t  jam of t r y i n g  t o  popularize 
an agenda t h a t  o f f e r s  almost nothing t o  
nonrich Canadians. . . What business is- c a l l  

ing f o r  with i t s  new agenda is  nothing 1 
more complicated than a major t r a n s f e r  of 
power f, wealth t o  i t s e l f  ... And y e t  t h i s  
remarkable request  is  sparking precious' 
l i t t l e  debate. Instead,  we simply have 
business & gov ' t  leaders  l ec tu r ing  us  on 
t h e  necess i ty  of accepting the  changes 
prescr ibed.  " 

Global isa t ion i s  promoted by glo- 
ba l  corporations run by people who use 
var ious  governments, t r a d e  deals ,  & i n t -  
ernat innal  s t r u c t u r e s  l i k e  the  In te rna t -  
ional  Monetary Fund & t h e  World Bank t o  
ge t  what they want. They a r e  powerful. 
But t h e i r  v i s ion  of a globalized world 
where e lec ted  governments can make fewer 

' 

and fewer important decis ions ,  and corpo- 
r a t i o n s  become bigger  & bigger, is  not 
inevi table .  People i n  South Aftica, t h e  
Ph i l l ipp ines ,  Mexico, & a l l  over the  
world a r e  grappling with these  forces ,  
working toge the r  F t ry ing  t o  bui ld  a peo- 
p l e ' s  movement t h a t  w i l l  c r e a t e  a more 
j u s t  socie ty .  

7. So what can we do t o  keep E creatk  de- 
cent  jobs i n  Canada? 

F i r s t ,  we have t o  cancel t h e  f r e e  
t r ade  deal  with the  US. With t h e  deal  out 
of the  way, we can use our resources and 
our markets a s  l e v e r s  t o  keep corporat-  
ions i n  Canada. We can say, i f  you want 
t o  s e l l  c a r s  i n  the  r i c h  Ontario market, 
you have t o  produce c a r s  here & c r e a t e  
jobs. We can say t o  t h e  fore ign f a c t o r y  
ships  on the  West Coast, we w i l l  now be 
processing our own f i s h  i n  BC, thank you. 

Secondly, we have t o  bui ld  up 
i 



pools of c a p i t a l  t h a t  belongs t o  u s  6 use 
t h a t  t o  invest  i n  what we need. Some peo- 
p l e  c a l l  t h i s  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l .  The BC gov- 
ernment's Working Opportunit ies Fund is z 
small example of t h i s .  Vancity c r e d i t  
union is  t ry ing  t o  use investments t o  
benef i t  i t s  community. We can t r y  t o  g e t  
more investments under t h e  con t ro l  o f  
people who want t o  preserve communities, 
not  j u s t  t ake  resources & p r o f i t s  out .  We 
can work t o  c r e a t e  worker con t ro l l ed  and 
owned companies t h a t  don ' t  r e l y  on t h e  
whims of b ig  corporations.  

Thirdly, we can e l e c t  governments 
who understand t h i s  corporate agenda and 
w i l l  negot ia te  on behalf  of t h e  people & 
t h e  communities they represent  t o  g e t  
more & more con t ro l  over important econ- 
n m i p  , - l a r r : r 4 r r n -  InI- -....-" ..IIIJIVIta. IVG C ~ I I  e d u r n j p  T ~ C I S P  p~-  
ernments about what people need. 

Fourth, we can work with people 
i n  o ther  countr ies  t o  manage t rade,  wages 
soc ia l  pro'g/rams, t axa t ion ,  & o t h e r  impor- 
t a n t  t o o l s  f o r  a b e t t e r  l i f e  so  t h a t  peo- 
p le  i n  both countr ies  benef i t  from exch- 
anges & policies--poor people & middle 
income people, not j u s t  r i c h  people and 
corporations.  

~ n d  Legis la ted Poverty - - 
7 

SKYTRAIN STIGMA 

High above a crowd of  s i t t i n g  babble  
is a m a j e s t i c  sound 
O f  m e t a l  a g a i n s t  s t e e l  

High above a c loud o f  f a c e s  
Four-car t r a i n s ,  resembling t o y s  
Weave i n  and o u t ,  a long  a winding rai  

High above t h e  c i t y  streets 
A b i t  o f  t u r m o i l ,  one can f e e l  
When a needed S k y t r a i n  b reaks  down! 

Verna M. Johnston 

1 i A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 1 
"Jim's Not Quite 50" 

I 
A Fundraiser Date! Saturday May 23, 1992 

i 
+ I 

Place: Ukrainian Hall, 805 E. Pender St. 1 I 

"DERA Stops Homelessness " Time: 8:00 P.M. 
Cost! FREE 1 1  I 

A Party 
"Men In Labour" 

, ;Draw Prizes, Fun, Dancing, and 
Action-packed Entertainment 

For furthb information contact Jamie at DERA 682-093 1 . 



. . 

I n  1978 we c o l l e c t i v e l y  wro t e  & publ i sh .  
ed t h e  Revolut ionary Hippy Manifesto.  Our 
b a s i c  phi losophy has  n o t  changed. We a r e  
more convinced t han  e v e r  t h a t  t h e  Organic 
Food Movement w i l l  be  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  
t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  about  a n  a g r a r i a n  revolu-  
t i o n .  Does our  down t o  e a r t h  t heo ry  t o  
br ing  about  'change1 sound t o o  s imple? To 
d a t e  we haven ' t  heard .  of a  b e t t e r  way. 

Envi ronmenta l i s t s  should make every  e f f -  

IN DEFENSE OF NATURE - C.E.E. D. S.  

Seven y e a r s  have gone by s i n c e  we l a s t  
publ ished an i s s u e  of I n  Defense of Nature.  

~t is 7 y e a r s  ago t h a t  we came out  of 
t h e   orl land Meadow, & have been "spreading 
l i k e  knapweed" s i n c e .  An e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  
Williams Lake Tr ibune  once made t h 6  s t a t e -  
merit t h a t  i f  we were no t  stamped ou t  a t  
t h e    or land Meadow we would spread  l i k e  
%napweed". 

There a r e  now two CEEDS' Communal Farms 
i n  Miocene, t h r e e  on Horse Lake & a  garden 
camp on t h e  North Thompson River .  We s e l l  
our  produce a t  Farmers1 Markets i n  w i l l i -  

o r t  t o  s e e  t h a t  a s  much of t h e  food they  

We a g r e e  w i th  David o r t o n ' s  assessment  
of t h e  Canadian Environmental movement - 
t h a t  it i s  being watered down by t h e  corp- 
o r a t e  & gov ' t  funding of environmental  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  The pub l i c  h a s  l o s t  con f i -  
dence i n  an environmental  movement t h a t  i s  
no t  independent .  

A r e c e n t  p o l l  h a s  shown t h a t  on ly  8% of 
t h e  Canadian popula t ion  cons ide r  t h e  env i r -  
onmental c r i s i s  t h e  No. 1 i s s u e .  Not long 
ago 40% of t h e  people  thought t h a t  i t  was. 
However, t h e  d e p l e t i o n  of t h e  ozone l a y e r  
over  t h e  Northern hemisphere w i l l  aga in  
he igh t en  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  concern f o r  t h e  env- 
ironment.  W e  a g r e e  wholehear ted ly  w i th  t h e  

ways been worshipped & c e l e b r a t e d  - now it  
is a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  cancer .  The r i s k  f o r  
humans has  been poin ted  o u t ,  but  ve ry  l i t-  
t l e  is mentioned on t h e  adverse  e f f e c t s  on 
p l a n t  & animal  l i f e .  

The c a p i t a l i s t  system, bo th  s t a t e  & p r i -  
v a t e ,  w i th  p ro f i t - d r iven  technology,  i s  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h i s .  

ams Lake, 100 Mile  House & Kamloops. ~ o s t  1 opin ion  expressed by t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  on Dav- 
of our  s a l e s  & b a r t e r i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  , i d  Suzuki ' s  program "It 's a  Matter  of Sur- 

t h e  farm g a t e s .  1 v iva l " .  They s a i d  t h a t  we had 10 y e a r s  i n  

Our f l o c k s  & o u r  herds have increased  t o  which t o  t u r n  t h i n g s  around t o  prevent  

t h e  p o i n t  where w e  need another  farm; p r e -  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  p l a n e t ,  That was 3 

We need more people.  They a r e  s t a r t i n g  

1 f e r a b l y  one w i t h  a  l and  t r u s t  arrangement .  yea r s  ago! 
One can ha rd ly  comprehend t h e  t r a g i c  r e -  

t o  come. More e n q u i r i e s ,  more v i s i t o r s .  a l i t y  of  ozone d e p l e t i o n .  The sun has  a l -  
l 

The System Must Be Stopped .......................... 
We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Canadian environmen- 

t a l  movement w i t h  a l l  i t s  r ecyc l i ng  e f f o r t  
on ly  add re s se s  t h e  t i p  of t h e  i c ebe rg .  To 
be env i ronmen ta l i s t s  we must s imp l i fy  our  
l i v e s .  

A sage  was once asked t o  g i v e  a  b r i e f  de- 
f i n i t i o n  of t h e  word " p o l i t i c s ' .  H i s  r ep ly  
was ' food ' .  We t o t a l l y  ag ree .  Change be- 

e a t  i s  grown l o c a l l y  & o r g a n i c a l l y .  B e t t e r  
ye t  is  t o  have a  hand i n  producing some of 
i t .  Back-yard S u r v i v a l  gardens ,  Community 
Gardens, working v i s i t s  t o  o rgan i c  farms,  gins when the we put O n  O u r  p la tes  is 
dropping ou t  & t a k i n g  up o rgan i c  farming o rgan i c ;  grown l o c a l l y  i n  with the 
a r e  a l l  ways of p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  I e a r t h .  C B C ' s  Knowlton Nash, speaking i n  



Pr ince  George t o  a  group of farmers & agro-  
nomists  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  debate  on a g r i c u l -  
t u r e  is  going t o  be  t h e  h o t t e s t  p o l i t i c a l  
i s s u e  of t h e  decade. Our p l an  is t o  t u r n  
up t h e  hea t !  

Hippies  I n  The H i l l s  .................... 
The a g r a r i a n  r evo lu t ion  was s t a r t e d  wi th  

t h e  back-to-the-land movement of t h e  Hipp- 
i e s  i n  t h e  '6OVs,  Contrary t o  popular  be- 
l i e f ,  t h e  movement d id  not  f i z z l e  o u t .  
Hippies  were & a r e  t h e  backbone of t h e  en- 
vironmental ,  communal, peace, o rgan ic  & 
back-to-the-land movement. There a r e  "hip- 
p i e s  i n  t h e  h i l l s "  who a r e  farming organi -  
c a l l y ,  l i v i n g  simply & looking f o r  o t h e r s  
who want t o  do t h e  same t h i n g .  A land  base  
has been e s t a b l i s h e d .  

We a re  l:yl;h':, 2 ".h.ippy ~ ' 3 ~ f i ~ " 2 ' ' .  !jr2 kz*;: 
engaged i n  l i b e r a t i n g  land  & animals  f o r  
30 y e a r s ,  honing ou r  organic  farming s k i l l  
i n  t h e  p r o c ~ s s .  We a r e  now knowledgable 
o rgan ic  growers & good t e a c h e r s .  A growing 
number of people from d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  - 
a r e  coming t o  l e a r n  from us .  

We do not  own l and .  We r e n t  unused farms 
& have i n  t h e  p a s t  l i v e d  on r e s e r v e s  & squ- 
a t t e d  on crown land .  We do not  depend on 
gov ' t  g r a n t s  f o r  our  s u r v i v a l .  We t h r i v e  
because we l i v e  a s  a  group. A s  our  saying 
goes "Drop-out, chip-in & s h a r e  t h e  wealth" 
We b e l i e v e  o t h e r s  can do t h e  same & i n  so  
doing provide t h e  independent movement 
David Orton t a l k s  o f .  I 

Fic t ion  I s  Not An Escape 

Hugh Brody i s  a filmmaker E w r i t e r ,  G i n  
h i s  book Means of Escape (Douglas 6 MacIn- 
t y r e ,  1991), he has w r i t t e n  f i v e  f i c t i o n a l  
s t o r i e s  t h a t  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  human cond i t -  
ion i n  t h e  20th century .  In  h i s  in t roduc-  
t i o n  Brody s t a t e s ,  ". . .many thousands - 
perhaps m i l l i o n s  - l i v e  wi th  t h e  e r u p t i v e  
pa in  of  o u r  p a r e n t s '  E grandparents1  d i s -  
possess ion .  Holocausts ,  l i k e  n u c l e a r  f a l l -  
ou t ,  poison t h e  coming gene ra t ions .  A l -  
though t h i s  book i s  c a l i e d  Means of  Excape 
i t  demands t h a t  we remember. 9-5 UrodY ...- - - 
"F ic t i on  i s  no t  an escape."  

In t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  Family Trees,  t h e  
English n a r r a t o r  searches  out  h i s  fami ly  
h i s t o r y .  He goes t o  h i s  Aunt Sonia, an Aus- 
i-I-iarl-.'iewi sh ref~leee, Fnr infnrmn.ri nn ;;as 

i f ,  i n  knowing more of  t h e  o r i g i n s  t h e  pre-  
s e n t  would make b e t t e r  sense ."  

Aunt Sonia i s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
p a s t  f o r  "she bur ied  even t s  under t h e  ener- 
g i e s  of  today." She had l e f t  Vienna a t  t h e  
age of  25, a  few weeks a f t e r  t h e  German An- 
sch lus s ,  & never  re turned .  The n a r r a t o r ,  
however, keeps asking about t h a t  h i s t o r y  
" tha t ,  i n  some measure, was a l s o  my own," 
and wi th  Aunt Son ia ' s  he lp  he draws a fami- 
l y  t r e e  with a  t h i n  red  l i n e  through t h e  
v i c t ims  - t h e  ones who had "perished". 

A s  Aunt Sonia remembers t h e  p a s t ,  she  
d i scove r s  t h e  fami ly  t r e e  of  murder with 
names l i k e  Heydrich, Eichmann, & Himmler, 
a  t r e e  wi th  r o o t s  throughout Europe and 
North America. She maps t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  
holocaus t ,  E h e r  g r i e f  c a r r i e s  h e r  i n t o  
s i l e n c e .  "El le  s e  t u t , "  (she shut  up) t h e  
n a r r a t o r  t e l l s  u s ,  I s . .  . it could have been 
an overdose. Perhaps. . . an acc iden t ,  Who ' 
knows?" 

Aunt Sonia has  l e f t  t h e  n a r r a t o r  a  l e t t -  
e r  i n  which she  quotes  from l e t t e r s  t h e  
n a r r a t o r  had s e n t  t o  he r ,  E t hen  poses 
ques t ions .  In response t o  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  I n u i t  people he met on 
a  t r i p  t o  t h e  Arc t i c ,  she  asks,  " I s  t h e r e ,  
a f t e r  ' a l l ,  a  system beyond mass murder? 
Have you t r a v e l l e d  t o  where t h e r e  i s ,  o r  
was, o r  can be envisaged, a  redemption? 
You s a i d  only  a  yea r  ago, i n  a  spr ingt ime 
l e t t e r :  'The men & women o f  t h i s  camp s i t  
& wait  . . . I  What do you t h i n k  they  a r e  wait-  
ing for?"  - -7. 



In t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y ,  I s l and ,  t h e  young 
woman, Marianne, does have t h e  i n s i g h t  
s t rength  t o  do b a t t l e  with t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  
impr ison  her .  She f l e e s  fami ly  t i e s  of 
hopelessness  & p a r a l y s i s ,  tj she knows t h a t  
t h e  web of e v i l  i s  wider than h e r  fami1j.r. 
~t inc ludes  t h e  low f l y i n g  m i l i t a r y  a i r -  
craf t  t h a t  r o a r  over  t h e  i s l a n d  o f f  t h e  
coas t  of  Scotland where h e r  mother & s t ep -  
f a t h e r  spend t h e  summers. 

In t h e  tormented, c laus t rophobic  E murd- 
erous r e l a t i o n s  among mother, daughter ,  
s t e p f a t h e r ,  6 t h e  young C e l t i c  Fisherman 
on t h e  i s l a n d ,  we exper ience  t h e  anguished 
soul  of i n d u s t r i a l  soc i e ty .  "Things f a l l  
a p a r t ;  t h e  c e n t r e  cannot hold,"  a s  Yeats 
s a i d  i n  The Second Coming. 

Re la t i onsh ips  o f  ca r ing  have become r e l a  
t i o n s h i p s  o f  mutual d e s t r u c t i o n .  Dialogue 
has become warfare,  E t h e  walking dead 
f eed  on t h e  v i t a l i t y  of t h e i r  imprisoned 
young. 

Marianne escapes ,  however, & chooses h e r  
a c t  of l i b e r a t i o n .  Rather,  she says  she 
doesn ' t  have a  choice .  "I'm s o  f u l l  o f  h a t  
red ,"  she  says .  "About t h e  world. I c a n ' t  
l i v e  wi th  t h i s  anger. And i t ' s  n o t  a  d i s -  
ease.  Not some kind of  madness, . . I  d o n ' t  
want p a t a l y s i s .  " 

I s  h e r  a c t i o n  escape? Perhaps, bu t  Mari- 
anne says ,  "At  l e a s t  I  can a c t . . .  Not i n  
freedom, bu t  i n  my own r i g h t . "  And she 
does a c t  E f e e l s  f r e e  i n  h e r  a c t i o n .  

The f i f t h  s t o r y ,  Wolf, add re s se s  ano the r  
aspec t  of t h e  e v i l  t h a t  s t a l k s  t h e  pages 
s f  t h i s  bmk. I t  takzs placc iF& +l..- V.. l . - -  

L L L G  L U h U L l  

where a  young couple ,  John from Russia & 
Nina from America, have gone t o  ge t  away 
from t h e  p a s t ,  t o  s t a r t  ove r ,  t o  be them- 
s e l v e s .  With them is  t h e i r  dog Lobshka, 
l i t t l e  d a r l i n g .  She is  a  town dog, which 
means t h a t  she  knows a s  l i t t l e  of t h e  deep 
dark f o r e s t  a s  do John & Nina. 

This  s t o r y  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  d ia logue ,  & i t s  
r i t u a l i s t i c  rhythm of p o e t i c  prose  he ight -  
ens t h e  atmosphere of mystery & menace. To 
combat t h e i r  f e a r s ,  t h e s e  two young people 
hold each o t h e r  & c a r e  f o r  each o t h e r ,  i n  
t h e  f o r e s t ,  i n  t h e  dark  n i g h t .  

A wolf comes out  of t h e  n i g h t  & t e a r s  
Lobshka t o  p i e c e s ,  & t h e  h o r r i f i c  v io l ence  
of t h e  scene  r e f l e c t s  t h e  v io l ence  i n  t h e  
o t h e r  s t o r i e s .  Th i s  l one  wolf i s  a  Jungian 

wolf ,  t h e  shadow from which we can never  
escape ,  & which we must f a c e  pe r sona l ly  & 
i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  shape our  l i f e  toge-  
t h e r .  The s t o r y  ends i n  a  p o s i t i v e  way, 
however, w i th  t h e  ever  p r a c t i c a l  Nina say- 
ing  t o  John,  "Le t ' s  have a  huge vege t ab l e  
garden ." 

These powerful s t o r i e s  a r e  c a t h a r t i c  be- 
cause we cannot h e a l  ou r se lves  o r  our  soc- 
i e t y  u n l e s s  we understand t h a t  something 
is t e r r i b l y  wrong. Our cen tu ry  has  been a 
nightmare,  & a l l  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  gadgetry i n  
t h e  world w i l l  no t  address  t hne  anguish,  
anomie & v i o l e n c e  t h a t  surround u s .  

We must remember, & become s t r o n g  i n  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of ou r  g r i ev ing .  In s t ead  of an 
escape,  scapegoat  men ta l i t y ,  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  
suggest  t h a t  we a l l  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  p a r t  of t h e  burden of t he se  t r a g i c  
t imes - from one genera t ion  t o  another.To- 
ge the r  we can cons ide r  Aunt S o n i a ' s  ques- 
t i o n ,  "Is t h e r e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a  system be- 
yond mass murder?" 

By SANDY CAMERON 

3" 

hdo;r\r 1 ; o r  
" U J V L  -I"., 

Thou s h a l t  not  k i l l .  Ha! I t  a p p l i e s  on ly  
t o  me. Governments f i n d  a l l  k inds  o f  ex- 
cuses t o  go t o  war. I f  t h i s  i s  no t  k i l l i n g  
I do no t  know what k i l l i n g  i s .  

Thou s h a l t  no t  s t e a l .  Ha! Government 
t a k e s  t a x e s  ou t  of  my pocket without  ask-  
ing me first. I f  t h a t 1  s no t  s t e a l i n g  I do 
not  know what s t e a l i n g  is. 

The same church t h a t  t e l l s  me t h i s  had 
t h e  c rusades  & t h e  i n q u i s i t i o n ,  bo th  being 
mass murder. The church f i nances  war and 
c o l l e c t s  t i t h e s  - 1/10 o f  your earn ings .  

Love t h y  neighbour? Sorry  t o  s ay  but  my 
neighbours a r e  i n  China, A u s t r a l i a ,  Europe 
A s i s ,  Af r i ca ,  Japan, t h e  n o r t h  6 south  
po le s .  The r e s t  a r e  my c l o s e  fami ly .  .amen. 

Claude Maurice 



RESTORING ,ECONOMIC FREEDOM 
- . - - - - - - - - -- .. - - the worst drop since the 

by Maude llarlow 
- - - - - - 

1929-1930 Depression. 
The bottom is falling 

First, it wasn't a re- out of the Canadian econ- 
cession. No, the govern- omy and the haemorrhag- 
ment assured us, i t  was just ing of our manufacturing 
a "downturn". Then, well, base shows no sign of abat- 
yes, it was arecession, but a ing. AtlanticCanadaisdev- 
minor one, and it would be astated. Saskatchewan is 
good for us - shake out the facidg its greatest out-mi- 
knots ~n oureconomy. Then gration of the century. Win- 
it was pronounced ''over" - nipeg has been gutted. Farms 
the government had tired of are being shut down every- 
the "R" word and decided where. Canada's industrial 
to stop using it. Three years heartland is being boarded 
and500,000manufacturing up as the jobs continue to 
jobs later, the government head south. The Economic 
is cznccdina :ha: Cansda9a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i i  rJf &n2cz 

Y""""" economy is in serious trou- out that it wasn't gust the 
ble. It Cannot answer the "badw jobs that were 
stark numbers contained in bvt the jobs. A re- 
the (h~dian-@entre for cent national survey by the 
Policy Alternative's recent ~ ~ ~ h ~ i ~ ~ l  service Council 
report that job losses in Ca- documented that in one year, 
nadian manufacturing are there were 53% fewer job 
four times the job losses vacancies for engineers, ac- 
suffered by the ".So in the countants, scientists, execu- 
same period, and represent tives, and other profession- 

als. Perhaps this bad news merit policies, &thing 10 re- 
was one of the reasons the place the system i t  killed. 
government shut down the Canadians have a right 
Economic Council - killing to be angry. There are no 
themessenger is an old trick. miracle cures for our eco- 

The simple fact is that nomic woes, and Canada 
the federal government's . must adapt to the enormous 
economic policies of dere~u- economic shifts taking place 
lation, privatization, a hlgh in the world. Giving away all 
dollar, the GST, and most power to set out ourowneco- 
important, free trade with the nomic strategy is not the an- 
United States (and soon, swer. The answer lies in get- 
Mexico), are destroying ting out of the straightjacket 
Canada. In what amounts to of the free trade deal, and 
a blanket admission of fail- setting about the hard way lo 
ure, International Trade rebuild our infrastructure. 
Minister Michael Wilson is Hard work, co-operation, 
rncming !he cc~ntry nrking p!:aning, :-,a! :ax r t f ~ r m  - 
"ordinary"Canadianshow he these are thelong-term build- 
can make Canada competi- ing blocks of renewal. Let US 
tive again. Clearly, the gov- first Set OW economic, Social 
ernment placed all its eggs in and environmental goals a d  
the basket of free trade and build our trade P O ~ ~ C Y ,  both 
made no provisions for the continental and global, to fit 
possibility that itscritics were them- Perhaps we can serve 
right and that.thousands of as an international model in 
companies would flee south. these changing times- 
It had no back up, no adjust- 



- . . r e g a r d i n g  ' the Cariboo Seed Po t a to  - 

I n  1977 & ' 78 ,  when we were l i v i n g  on 
the Sugar Cane Ind i an  Reserve,  we used t o  
buy c u l l  po t a toe s  f o r  our  p i g s  from t h e  
l a t e  Tom Windt up a t  Alexandria .  

Tom was a  commercial p o t a t o  grower. Then 
i n  h i s  8 0 ' s  & s t i l l  managing t h e  faym, he 
t o l d  u s  t h i s  s t o r y .  

The c e r t i f i e d  Cariboo P o t a t o  was devel-  ' 

oped on h i s  farm i n  co-operat ion w i th  t h e  
gov ' t  exper imenta l  farm i n  P r i n c e  George. ; 

Tom was proud of t h e  Cariboo Po t a to .  He 
used t o  s e l l  & d e l i v e r  po t a toe s  along t h e  
car iboo  Highway & i n  Quesnel . Then, bang, 
he go t  a  l e t t e r  from t h e  Min i s t ry  of Agri- 
c u l t u r e  a d v i s i n g  him t o  s t o p  growing t h e  
~ a r i b o o  P o t a t o  a s  i t  was now d e c e r t i f i e d !  
No exp l ana t i on  a t  a l l .  Tom wrote  back 
t h ink ing  t h e r e  must have been some kind of 
mistake.  I t  was no mis take .  

The reason then  g iven  f o r  d e c e r t i f i c a t -  
ion was because of t h e i r  tendency t o  c l i n g  
t o  t h e  v i n e .  Too many po t a toe s  were going 
out w i th  t h e  v i n e s  w i t h  t h e  b i g  ha rves t i ng  
machines. I n  o t h e r  words, ag r i -b i z  could 
no t  handle  t h e  Cariboo p o t a t o .  Another 
s t r o n g  po in t  i n  i t s  favour .  

We wanted t o  g e t  some of t h a t  seed!  
Tom d i d  n o t  have a  Cariboo p o t a t o  on t h e  

p l ace .  He was a  c e r t i f i e d  seedpota to  grow- 
e r  & was no t  allowed t o  grow any p o t a t o e s  
on h i s  l and  t h a t  were no t  c e r t i f i e d .  

However, he gave u s  a  l e a d .  A bache lo r  
by t h e  name of John Ryser who l i v e d  up a t  
Nixon Creek was t h e  on ly  person h e  could . 1 .  .. . - n ,  I----- ---- ---:LA- i'nir~k ui wiw IIII~IIL *LILA LIQVC C)VLLLC: W X L J . " ~ ~ ,  

seed.  We wrote t o  John & mailed i t  t o  Nix- 
on Creek. We l ea rned  t h a t  John d i d n ' t  r e -  
c e ive  t h e  l e t t e r ;  n e i t h e r  was i t  r e tu rned .  

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1982 I wrote  t o  t h e  Mini- 
s t r y  of Agr i cu l t u r e  a sk ing  f o r  in format ion  
on t h e  Cariboo. We l ea rned  t h a t  i t  is  ill- 
e g a l  t o  grow i t .  T h i s  a l s o  whetted our  
i n t e r e s t .  

Then a s  cand ida t e s  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  El- 
e c t i o n  of ' 8 3 ,  Nixon be ing  i n  t h e  Cariboo 
r i d i n g ,  we campaigned t h e r e .  We asked i n  
t h e  s t o r e  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  John ' s .  The 
s t o r e  owner informed u s  t h a t  John was 
known l o c a l l y  a s  t h e  p o t a t o  man. Seve ra l  
m i l e s  o f f  t h e  highway we met John on h i s  
farm by t h e  F r a s e r  River .  It was a  n i c e  
v i s i t .  The bad news was t h a t  John, being a, 

c e r t i f i e d  seed grower, had no Cariboo seed 
e i t h e r .  The good news was t h a t  he knew an 
o ld  man up i n  Vanderhoof who might have 
some. John suggested we l eave  t h e  s ea r ch  
wi th  him & he 'd  s e e  what he could do. 

I n  March of '84 John wrote t h a t  he hat1 
4  Cariboo seed po t a toe s  f o r  u s .  Apparent ly - 
a  g o v ' t  h o r t i c u l t u r i s t  a t  a  meeting i n  p r .  
George had 7 Cariboo po t a toe s  a s  p a r t  of 
d i sp l ay .  John managed t o  g e t  4  of them. 

That s p r i n g  of '84 we p lan ted  t h e , 4  po- 
t a t o e s  whole..we d i d n ' t  c u t  them. We had 
an e x c e l l e n t  y i e l d .  We onl ,  allowed our-. 
s e l v e s  one f eed ,  t h e  r e s t  we kept  f o r  seed .  

Now we grow a  few tons  each yea r .  
P l ans  a r e  t o  o f f e r  our  customers a t  Far- 

mers'  Markets i n  Kamloops, 100 Mile House 
& Williams Lake 4  f r e e  Cariboo Seed P o t a t -  
oes .  We w i l l  make a  po in t  of informing 
them t h a t  growing t h e s e  po t a toe s  i s  again-  
st t h e  law. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w i l l  encourage 
more people t o  grow them. 

We look  upon t h e  Cariboo a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  
po t a to .  The mu l t i - na t i ona l s ,  w i th  t h e  co- 
ope ra t i on  of t h e  g o v ' t ,  a r e  f a s t  monopoli- 
z ing  t h e  seed i n d u s t r y .  

We a r e  indeed p leased  a s  people add t h e  
Cariboo t o  t h e  many o t h e r s  i n  a l l  gardens.  

Love J e r r y ,  
From a l l  of us  here  a t  CEEDS. 



What I Did On MY Spr ing  Break  

Well,  t h e r e  I was, exp lo r ing  
t he  3rd  f l o o r  of t h e  Carnegie 
Community Centre .  (Why t h e  CCC 
you ask? 'Causeanyone who g e t s  
screwed around a l o t  ends up 
t h e r e . )  When a l l  a t  once I spo t  
h i s  r oya l  goyness. (He's  too  
white  f o r  me, boy,) So, I ' m  av- 
o id ing  t h i s  megalomaniac l i k e  
t he  Asian Gypsy Moth i s  avoid- 
ing  t h e  a i r b o r n  chemicals .  But 
l i t t l e  d id  I know t h a t  I was 
gonna ge t  sprayed.  

Next t h i n g  I know, A l i c e  from 
the  Community (d id  I say  commu- 
n i t y ? )  Mental Health Team i s  on 
t he  scene fo l l owin '  me around & 
r epo r t i ng  on my movements. 

There ' s  a  movement go in '  on 
i n  t h e  boisels of t h e  downtown 
e a s t s i d e .  There ' s  a  rumblin '  
i n  t h e  c i t y .  I ' m  g e t t i n '  roya l -  
l y  p i s s ed .  

So I s t a r t  r a i s i n '  my vo i ce  & 
s a y i n ' ,  "Well! You should f o l l -  
ow me i n t o  t h e  john & observe  
me l e a v i n '  a  r oya l  c o i l  on t h e  
throne?!  And I k i ck  a  green 
garbage can about one f o o t .  It 
h i t s  t h e  wa l l  & drops .  Big Bang 
(Oh puhlee ' s )  

Yep. P o l i c e  a r r i v e .  L ike  they  
want me t o  go o u t s i d e  w i th  them 
Sure. Yeah. A ~ y t h i n g  you say .  
You got  t h e  g w s  & b i l l y c l u b s . ,  
l e t ' s  no t  have ano the r  Rodney 
King r e p e a t .  

So once i n  t h e  a l l e v i a t o r  a  
cop says  t o  me, "Who was t h a t  
woman?" r e f e r r i n g  t o  A l i ce  & I 
sez "I don ' t  know but  she  ha s  a  
cold hea r t . ' '  Like Stephen Belk- 
i n  would agree  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
answer t o  t h e  r i d d l e ,  "What's 
an e lephant  without  a  t u r t l e ? "  

By then  we ' re  o u t s i d e  on Main 
S t r e e t  where t h e r e ' s  a  paddy 
wagon & an ambulance & I sez  t o  
t h e  cop, "Oh, am I going f o r  a  
r i d e  i n  t h e  b lack  pa r r i ah?"  He 
s e z ,  "No. You d i d n ' t  do any- 
th ing ."  So, l i k e  why am I g o i n '  

f o r  a  r i d e  i n  t h e  ambulance? 
Well,  Hullo VGH e  merge. 

Now, I ' m  being t o l d  t o  pu t  on 
a  h o s p i t a l  gown i n  2 minutes  o r  
t h e y ' l l  send i n  t h e  men t o  do 
i t  f o r  me. Hmmm. L ike  I know 
they  a i n ' t  gonna pay me f i r s t  
so I does i t  myse l f .  Then, l e a -  
t h e r  r e s t r a i n t s  a r e  roughly & 
t i g h t l y  being s lapped  on my 
w r i s t s  & ank le s  b ind ing  me t o  a  
gourney & I ' m  s ay ing ,  "Why a r e  
you doing t h i s ?  I ' m  n o t  r e s i s t -  
ing?" I ' m  no t  g e t t i n g  any ans- 
wers. I ' m  a l s o  t e l l i n g  them 
t h e y ' r e  h u r t i n g  me & t h e y ' r e  
t e l l i n g  me t h e y ' r e  n o t ,  & l i k e  
L 'E  t e l l i n z  r h ~ m  i r ' s  my hiy & 
they  a r e .  

Three hours  l a t e r  t h e  s t i f f -  
n e s s  is g e t t i n g  t o  me & h e r e  I 
go r a i s i n g  my v o i c e  aga in  y e l l -  
i n  ' t o  anyone w i t h i n  e a r s h o t ,  
'You can b reak  every  bone i n  my 
body bu t  y o u ' l l  never  break  my 
s p i r i t ! "  Then t h i s  Asian guy is  
on t h e  scene  k inda  sneak in '  a- 
round my r o y a l  s u i t e  t e l l i n '  me 

h e ' s  a  spy.  ooookay. And t h i s  
t r a i t o r  t o  h i s  p ro fe s s ion  is  
loosening  t h e  s t r a p s .  (Thanks 
guy 1 

Another two hours  go buy. My 
bones a r e  t e l l i n '  me t h a t  t h e  
s t r a p s  a r e  g e t t i n '  t o  me. s o ,  
s i l l y  goose t h a t  I am, yep, 
you guessed i t ,  I s t a r t  r a i s i n '  
my vo i ce  aga in .  "Hey! You s a i d  
you'd b r i n g  me l u n c h . . i t l s  a l -  
most d inne r  time! " 

Ente r  t h e  hypodermic. "What 
t h e  h e l l ' s  t h a t ! "  "This w i l l  
make you f e e l  b e t t e r . "  "I dont  
wan t i t  !" 

So one of t h e  male nu r se s ,  a  
t a l l ,  da rk  s t r e t c h  w i th  specs  
l i f t s  up my h o s p i t a l  gown & 
exposes my lower e x t r e m i t i e s  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  male n u r s e s  & I 
ge t  t h e  f i x  i n  t h e  arm. 

Like,  say  what? & end up i n  
t h e  rubber  room. 

En te r  D r .  Watson. Head of 



t r a n s e x u a l  c l i n i c .  Oh, 
. Like  I ' m  i n  h e r e  f o r  a  
change o r  what? 'You guys 
a  g i v e  me n u t s  o r  what?" 
' re always s a y i n '  wimmin 
t have any b a l l s .  And s h e  

sez t o  m e ,  "Did you want t o  
h e r e ,  Ani ta?"  & I s e z  no 

and by t h e  whey, how's Barry 
who is c o n s i d e r i n g  a  sexchange 
& l i k e  s h e ' s  t e l l i n '  someone 
t o  blow i t  o u t  t h e i r  n o s e .  

Next t h i n g  I know, I ' m  walk- 
i n g  back t o  Carneg ie  Community 
Centre  where p e o p l e  g e t  screw- 
ed around a l o t  & where l i k e  
Bob s a y s ,  "It 's a  s a f e  p lace . "  

The Artless Dodger, 
A n i t a  Aviva S t e v e n s  

p.S.: Dear Lorna,  
A Carneg ie  u s e r  on t h e  VGH 
Psych ward w i t h  p o s t  partum 
d e p r e s s i o n  who d o e s n ' t  know 
what t h e y  d i d  t o  h e r  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i n g  room, WE know y o u ' r e  
i n  t h e r e .  

* 

LIFE'S LIKE THAT 

S i n c e  t i m e  and s p a c e  began 
A journey  c a l l e d  l i f e  
W e  have  known o u r s e l v e s  
one man nnP wnman 
Respons ib le  f o r  a l l  of i t  
And we looked deep 
I n t o  each  o t h e r ' s  e y e s  
And we saw a  f u s i o n  of l i g h t  
One e t e r n i t y  deep 
We t i c k l e d  e a c h  o t h e r  
And we were h e r e  and t h e r e  
and gone 

I n  one orgasm of b e i n g  
And t h e n  we f e l l  i n t o  
each o t h e r  
And we dreamt we were 
s e p a r a t e d  
and l o s t  on E a r t h  
And we dreamt we had b o d i e s  
t h a t  cou ld  f e e l  

ONE 
one day ,  t h e r e  was no one else 
t o  p i c k  up t h e  i n v e r t e d  grey spoon 
of t h e  sky ,  i ts  c o t t o n  r o l l s  d r i p p i n g  
w i t h  m e d i c a t i o n ,  no one t o  move 
t h e  v e i l s  of haze  a s i d e ,  speak ing  dreams 
under t h e i r  b r e a t h  l i k e  h a l f - h e a r t e d  s e c r e t s  
no one t o  open t h e  g r a i n , f i l l e d  cupboards 
no one  yawning from t h e i r  s tymie  
i n t o  a  h a l f  -empty wakefulness  
t r e e s  beyond t h e  yard f i n a l l y  s t i r r i n g  
bird-wise ,  no one  t a p p i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  
a long  t h e  c o u n t e r ,  t u r n i n g  suddenly t o  announre 
t h e  i n c i p i e n c e  o f  c o f f e e ,  shaking 
o f f  t h e  webs of shadow i n  ye l low l i g h t  
by t h e  propped up window where t h e  c a t  
s t r e t c h e s  toward i ts  h u n t e r  i n s t i n c t  
and crows,  p roc la iming  t h e i r  voca l  s e l v e s  
i n  an open a i r  g a t h e r i n g ,  n o i s y  
a s  a  marke t ,  t h a t  g i v e s  way 
t p  t h i s  t o p i c a l ,  n o t o r i o u s  world 
d r e s s e d  i n  i t s  c l a t t e r ,  i t s  owrds 
t h a t  cou ld  mean a n y t h i n g  

8 

Dan Feeney 

and s e e  
and h e a r  
a n d ~ t o u c h  
and t a s t e  
and s m e l l  
--.•÷ .-- --I--- 
auu w r  l a y  

r i c h  f o l k s  
poor f o l k s  
angry f o l k s  
c o n t e n t e d  f o l k s  
c o n c e i t e d  f o l k s  
and f o l k s  on a  j o u r n e y '  
t o  something b e t t e r  
t h a n  t h e  b u l l s h i t  
t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  u s  
Sometimes we run  i n t o  
M i r a c l e s  . 

P e r f e c t i o n  i n  l o v e  
How l i t t l e  I unders tood  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  
Now I have r e t r a c e d  
t h e  p a t h  

t o  heaven '  
t o  l o v e  
The s i z e  of e t e r n i t y  
Unending 

A f i r e  t h a t  reaches  
f o r  e v e r  iiew heigt iks ,  
For sameness is  d u l l  
i n  comparison 
And a l l  I have t o  do 
i s  f i n d  one g i r l  
look  i n t o  h e r  eyes  
and e t e r n i t y  beckons 
w i t h  l o v e  
Too bad I d i d n ' t  g e t  
h e r  name 
o r  a d d r e s s  
o r  phone number 
Now t h a t  I unders tand  i t  
I c a n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  
wi thou t  h e r  
A i n ' t  l i f e  i n t e r e s t i n g ?  

Dreamweaver 



rwise ship 
argest ever 

. . . . . - . . 
11) M a r k  Wilson 
13usL~ess Reporter 

I'he largest cruise ship ever to 
v~sit Vancouver is in port today. 

The 70.0OU-Ion Regal Princess is 
t l ~ e  flagship of the six-vessel fleet 
I'&O subsidiary Princess Cruises is 
placing on the Alaska run this year. 

PRO executive director T im 
Ilarris, who arrived on the ship. 
si id his company will revive Van- 
couver as a, por t  o l  call i n  i t s  
around.the-world cruise service. 
~..hi,.h il ..rill rl.,rr in I W C  .. .... .. .. ..... ".*.'.. ..,.,", 

PdiU's once-regular global ser- 
vice, calling at Vancouver, dwindled 

' t o  twice-a-year cruises between 
Iki tain and Australia and ceased 
dt~tgether in 19%). 

Harris said P&O is spellding 
close to  $400 mil l ion on a new 

67,000-ton ship lor the around-the- 
world service. 

"Vancower will be on there as a 
port of call because il is a very 
attractive place tovisit." he said. 

Construction of the new ship in a 
German yard wi l l  mark P&O's 
return to fast service. 

Regal Princess and her sister 
vessel the Crown Princess, due to 
visit i n  1993. cruise at 21 knots. 
The as-yet-unnamed ship l o r  
arouud-the-world sailings will have 
a service speed of 24 knots. 

Upnir ptd l,hp p ! ~  je !C yzk! 
complete world-girdling cruises 
and segments of tpe trip, such as 
Florida-Vancouver, by way of the 
Panama Cand. 1 

Re a1 Princess fJd the heaviest 
duesyever - S 1%' 35 03 - for a 
transit d the Pana$a &a1 on her 
maidkn voyage to Vancouver. 

---U,.+ 

CRUISING AT OUR CRAB PARK? 

What c o s t s  $200 m i l l i o n ,  weighs 70,000 
tons  & c a r r i e s  1590 r i c h  t o u r i s t s ?  

The answer i s  t h e  Regal P r inces s  c r u i s e -  
sh ip .  This  i s  an example of t h e  s i z e  of  
boat  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  Po r t  o f  Vancouver 
Corporation wants t o  s e e  bes ide  Crab Park. 

In f a c t ,  t hey  want t o  s ee  two such s h i p s  
beside t h e  f r a , i l e  l o c a l  greenspace . .a  2 -  
t i e r  c ru i se sh ip  l a c i l i t y  p lu s  another  con- 
vent ion  c e n t r e  bui ld ing .  I s n ' t  t h a t  j u s t  
what we need - another  s a i l b o a t  bu i ld ing .  

An unknown number of o t h e r  "urban comm- 
e r c i a l "  bu i ld ings  a r e  being proposed f o r  
t h e  one-block l a n d f i l l  j u s t  west o f  Crab. 

The 7 ac re  water f ront  park was fought  
f o r  by t h e  CRAB/Water-for-Life Soc i e ty  f o r  
5 years  f o r  t h i s  low-income community. I t  
i s  very  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  P o r t ' s  hidden agen- 
da has been t o  make t h e  beach/park a t ou r -  
i s t  only  p lace .  

This  lowly land grab  by t h e  Por t  i s  hap- 
pening. The C i ty  of Vancouver NPA members 
of Council s e n t  u s  a l l  a c l e a r  message 
when they  denied an appeal  f o r  $500 t o  
feed hungry k i d s  a t  t h e  park; 48 hours  l a -  
t e r  they  gave t h e  Tour i s t  Bureau $650,000. 
On t o p  of t h a t  t h e  NPA a l s o  gave t h e  Tour- 
i s t  Bureau revenue from a 2 %  room-tax - 

SWI  photo 

The Regal Princess, the 70,000-ton flagshlp of the six-vessel 
Princess Cruise fleet, docks at Canada Place yesterday. 

$4.5 mi l l i on  t h i s  year .  
The proposed convention c e n t r e  & c r u i s e -  

sh ip  p i e r  should go lesewhere.  
Both t h e  25 s p e c i e s  birdmarsh E l o c a l  

c h i l d r e n ' s  programs would be  des t royed  by 
t h e  proposed Por t  development. Warships 
may a l s o  b e r t h  a t  t h e s e  proposed p i e r s .  

Don Larson 

MERCHANTS OF MENACE 

by Gavin Hainsworth 
COMPETITIVE POVERTY 

I don't believe that "competitive poverty" is the 
answer - there must be a better solution than 
becoming Mexico North. Despite George Bush's 

' electoral bashing of the Japanese, it is Canada 
who cprrently has a $15 billion trade surplus with 
the U.S. This makes Canada, and not Japan, the 
U.S.'s largest trading partner. 

Canada is also a world leader in natural 
resources. By creating worries about its own future 
viability, a company can weaken union demands. 
Companies can extract concessions from workers 
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and governments, by threatening to pull up and 
go elsewhere, to hire cheap or to de-hire. 

Here in B.C. we have seen a recent example of 
this. The B.C. government was blamed for not 
giving $300 million to Cassiar to keep the mine 
open. The company, in turn, offered nothing. 
Why, then, didn't the company get any of the 

blame? Surely some company would 
mine these resources without being paid to do so. 
perhaps Canada's economic crisis has more to do 
with an over- valued dollar, and with poor 

government decisions, than with true economic 
crisis. 

SCARE TACTICS 
Recent evidence indicates that the economic 

scare tactic is not working as planned. A 
CBC/Globe & Mail poll (Nov. 1991) indicated that 
29% of those surveyed thought it was likely they 
or a family member would lose hidher job this 
year. About three-quarters said they had little 
confidence in Canada's economic future this year. 
The result is that consumer spending is down 
about 40% over two years. 

Are people worse off? Yes and no. The GST has I 
r a k ~ n  mnre of a !ban wr. r.ypr.~p$ (51200 g I 

year at average), but personal RRSPs are at a 
record high of $100 Billion, and it is estimated that 
we spent between $3-5 Billion last year in cross- 
border shopping, a jump of 17.5% over the 
previous year. Canadians appear to still have 
spending money but they have become choosy 
about where, when, and how much, they are 
willing to spend. This gives more cause for worry 
to Canadian businesses and politicians. These 
strategies are every bit as effective as a boycott or 
tax revolt. Recent punitive measures will only drive 

I cross-border shopping underground. Arguments 
:of "Buy Canadian", and "money for social 
services" won't work once you've convinced 
people that the law of the jungle applies. You can't 
stick a heart in a vulture. 
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A l i t t l e  l i g h t  is  s t a r t i n g  t o  s h i n e  
through.  I t ' s  n o t  t h e  necessary  r a i s e  t o  
w e l f a r e  r a t e s . . t h e y l r e  s t i l l  46-50% below 
o f f i c i a l  poverty l i n e s .  The changes a r e  i n  
t h e  amount of money a  person on we l f a r e  
can e a r n  b e f o r e  i t ' s  deducted o f f  nex t  
month's cheque. 

For y e a r s  a  s i n g l e  employable person 
could ea rn  $50 a  month; any more & it was 
deducted.  That ha s  been r a i s e d  t o  $100. A 
d i s ab l ed  person o r  a  family could ea rn  
$100; t h a t ' s  been r a i s e d  t o  $200. 

I n  t h e  m a t t e r  of a s s e t s ,  i f  you were 
s i n g l e  when apply ing  f o r  G A I N  you were a l -  
lowed t o  have on ly  $160 t o  your name. That 
ha s  been r a i s e d  t o  $2500. I f  you ' r e  d i s -  
ab led  o r  have a  fami ly  you may have up t o  
$5000 b e f o r e  ~ o u ' r e  i n e l i g i b l e .  

Seems t h a t  t h e  r e a l i t y  of pover ty  is 
seeping  i n t o  t h e  minds of MLAs. What we a s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  & ant i -pover ty  a c t i v i s t s  can 
do is  keep t h e  p r e s s u r e  of t r u t h  & r e a l i t y  
- t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of f a i r n e s s  i n  t a x a t i o n  & 
r a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  - 
on t h e  NDP government. 

La Qucnn CoCfec IIOIESC 
Flay 26,  1092 

7:30 ~ I I I  

r lcc  A d l ~ l i s s i o t l  

ed by Vancouver S t a t u s  
of Women and Women t o  Women Global S t r a t -  
e g i e s .  For f u r t h e r  in format ion  c o n t a c t  
Vancouver S t a t u s  of Women a t  255-5511. 



Psalm 151 
* * m e  * *-- . * 

There are no seasons in the fiscal year. Money ? 
is born by the minute, already wise ;:*c.*: 0  a 

to the ways of the world. And it never sleeps **-. 1,. * O  0 .  

but circles non-stop, leaping up cataracts .* ,3- ** 0 0  - 0 0 

of grabbing hands, intent on reproducing itself .-- * * * $  
in stock exchanges or banks. * a  .O." 

. * O  .*; 
And the powerful feast as fast as they can, .m 

' * o .  * * o O  stuffing themselves while peering with frightened eyes ,, oQo.a~, 
not only at the poor, but also at their peers. 0 : a d  
And those who have most hunt as desperately 0 4  

**o a .o 
o * *  as those who have least, because ever since it wriggled **o*i, 

out of the primeval swamp, 0 1:::. . 
Money has had two golden rules, and the first is: - * o ~ - . * ! ?  ---- --------- ----- ------- .. a*; L - u  - 
"THUU bHHLT NU'J.' UIbCUVEK HUW MUCH CUNb'J.'I'J.'U'l'JSb JSNUUtiH." * 
This is the Great Mystery. Only Money *a0.*-** 

* *  * D  
knows, and it's not telling, because this 4 0  go.. 

is the source of its power. .* -Oo 
l 0 'B*' 

Money is officially apolitical, non-racist 
0 * h a :  

and non-sexist; unofficially, * * * .  
=a. 0 .  

it prefers the company of already-rich white 
men, although it will also accept . mO. 0 c  

* * O  0 .  

a third-world tyrant calling himself Mr. President. * O  O* 

Massive stocks of monies flood to the doors of porn pimps, :o:W 
arms manufacturers and torturers, while a few - a  0 'lt 
meagre specimens trickle to the unemployed 
and the welfare mother, or to the third world peasant 
stretching out despairing hands 
to catch one or two slippery shapes. 

0 

All over the world, 
rich people who have never known hunger 
consult with Money and together 
they decide what is the poverty line. 
And if a desperate welfare recipient 
snatches two dollars, a fat-salaried judge 
with all four feet in the trough 
slams him or her 
into prison, grunting, "Disgusting1 Cheater! o O o O  
Your allocation is one dollar!" * *. 

I :"o.*.. 

0 0.e 9 3  
In Canada, Money is mostly green, *Om 0 . 
some parts are pink, a smaller part * O  0 3 .  

a00 * a * is blue or pale purple, but the protected underbelly 
has fifty and one-hundred dollar parts .(,I 0 3- .) 

0 e O  m c  
in red and brown respectively *Om o 

* *  *.  . * * .  . .** .  . . .* e . .  ... * *  . 1 ! *  .... *% 
i n 0 



~ n d  before you can put Money in your pocket, 
government claims the biggest portion 
and the poorer people are, the more 
government takes from them 

how to fight their poverty1 

Everyone watches Money circling, and rich and poor alike 
.' ------ --r ---- 

trying to anticipate 
where Money will surface next. 
But those with the biggest nets are government 
and Big Business, and when workers ask for more 

1 
thev are called "greedy" but if government wants more 

n 
it 'ls called "responsible" and if Biq Business wants more 

Sometimes, government brings out a White Paper 
and, in small print, it ruminates 
maybe this should change: 
then it gives millions to its friends 
for "Make Workw projects: millionaire tycoons 
who then employ ten workers for three months + 

before closinq down and obtainina more millions 

purple, at one thousand dollars. 
The poor doubt that these last three exist 
because they've never seen them, and seeing 
is believing. 

I 

because, after all, someone has to pay 
for programmes advising the poor 

peer anxiouslv into the murkv fiscal denths 
.. 

, it is called "enterprisinq.tv 
- 

I 
-I -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - 

to do the same thing somewhere else. 

.. a 

1 of an innocent child 

making sure everyone got a taste 
j because it made Him ill to see some people 

- 

And G e m s  said, "That is not a fish. This 1 is a fish," and Be held up the aift 

and drew its shape in the sand 
so that the people would remember. 
Then He shared the fish amonq ten thousand. 

swilling down one hundred, one thousand; one million mouthfuls 
while others sitting within plain view 
starved and wept, their bellies aching. A 
And no-one went to bed hungry that night, 
neither did the universe collapse, 
but some people muttered among themselves 
and Money overheard and whispered to them his second A 

A 
and most important golden rule: 



"THOU SHALT NEVER KNOW THAT THOU ART RICH, 
UNLESS THERE REMAIN IN COMPARISON WITH THEE 
OTHERS WHO ARE POOR. " 
And the thought of never knowing if they were rich 
terrified the people, and they erased 
the image in the sand, then nailed Jesus 
to wood, and gutted Him, and stretched Him 
out to dry in the hot sun. 

And Money grew hungrier, and split his own tongue 
so that he could eat twice as much 
and the right fork he called "Boom" 

and the left fork he called "Bust" 
and both sides spoke at once, confusing the people. 
Then Money dipped his tongue into Jesus' blood 
and, climbing to the top of a high mountain, 
wrote his second golden rule 
on a tablet of stone and sent it rolling 
down the centuries. 
And even as it crushed many beneath it, 
the second rule garnered holiness unto itself 
because of its venerable age, 
and this is how poor people became-utterlv essential 
to rich peo~le's economic health. 

This is Money, that began life so small 
it could be held in the hand 
but which is now so bloated 
it has spread to the moon 
and is coiling around outer space. 
Now, its shldow looms over all the Earth 
and f ri m h i - e n & l  ~ ~ ~ P ~ E ~ P E + ~  p~~prnghprp hpnd +he knee 

3--------  

and offer up their citizenry 
to this' One Whom to question 
is to blaspheme, this One Who, unlike Jesus, 
can never be nailed down, 
and Who is resurrected 
again and again and again 
more rapacious than yesterday. 

Maureen McGregor 
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