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A f t e r  yea r s  of  work t o  change t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide ,  wi th  succes se s  
l i k e  Carnegie, making l and lo rds  obey laws, 
Crab Park, community involvement i n  a l l  
manner of i s s u e s ,  many people s t i l l  w r i t e  
o f f  t h e  whole neighbourhood wi th  t h e  smug 
s t e r eo type  "Skid Road". I t  saves  see ing  u s  
a s  people,  with perhaps  more t o  f i g h t  f o r  
than  o t h e r s  l i v i n g  elsewhere,  & leys the  
u s e r ( s )  of t h e  term t o  c a t e g o r i z e  a l l  o f  
u s  under a  few l a z y  l a b e l s .  

A man named J i m  Bach pu t  a  p roposa l  t o  
t h e  Knowledge Network, t h e  educa t ion  chan- 
n e l ,  t o  do a documentary c a l l e d  "WELFARE 
JVEDNESDAY"; he then  s e n t  t h e  fo l lowing  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  Carnegie t o  
g e t  our  suppor t  ( !) . 

WELFARE WEDNESDAY 

"What we want t o  exp lo re  i n  WELFARE WED. 
i s  t h a t  r ap id  dep l e t i on  of  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  b e n e f i t s  ove r  t h e  per iod  
of 72 hours  fo l l owing  chequc-day. 

We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s    hen omen on is  no t  E 
can no t  be  c a l l e d  a  gene ra l  cond i t i on  of  
a l l  Vancouver's s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  claim- 
a n t s ;  but  t h e r e  i s  an alarming cause h..ef- 
f l ~ t  on a  small & v o l a t i l e  a r e a  o f  Van's 
Skid Road, t h e  a r e a  bounded by Carrall and 
Gore r u n n i n g  parallel along Has t ings  S t .  

This  i s  Vancouver's s e e d i c s t  s i d e ,  an 
a r e a  where most c i t i z e n s  would no t  ven ture  
during t h e  l i g h t  of day, bu t  on Cheque Day 
it i s  teeming wi th  a c t i v i t y ,  some s o c i a l ,  
5ome h o t .  

I t  i s  a  p l ace  of cheque cash ing  e s t a b l i -  
shments, smokey bee r  h a l l s ,  drug d e a l e r s  C, 
u s e r s ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  & t h e i r  pimps & a p l ace  
where t h e  l o s e r s ,  i n  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  s e l f  
d i g n i t y ,  go t o  h ide  from the  g l a r i n g  eyes 
o f  r e s p e c t i b i l i t y .  

What draws t h e  popula t ion  of 5 of Vancou- 
v e r ' s  b u s i e s t  wel fa re  a r e a s  i n t o  t h i s  u rb-  
an jungle?  Why does t h i s  happen with clock.  
work r e g u l a r i t y ?  What a r e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
t h i s  c a r n i v a l  atmosphere i n  t h e  l i v e s  of 
t h e  a t t e n d a n t s  o r ,  more impor tan t ly ,  what 
happens i n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a s  
a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  behaviour? 

FOCUS 

THE EXPLORATION OF: t h e  moral argument of 
"universa l  r i g h t s "  of  s e l f  de te rmina t ion  
w i th in  a  g o v ' t  a s s i s t a n c e  program, inc lud-  
ing  bu t  no t  l i m i t e d  t o :  
1 )  t h e  " r i g h t  "of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  spendingu 
2 )  g o v ' t  adminis te red  "benevolence" 
3) h a b i t u a l  l e a rned  responses  by s o c i a l  as -  

s i s t a n c e  r e c i p i e n t s  
i )  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t s  on f u t u r e  gene ra t i ons  

i i )  p o l a r i z a t i o n  of have & have-not a r e a s  - 
4)  t h e  extremes caused by "poverty s i ck -  

ness"  w i th in  a  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e .  - 
i )  buying r e spec t  

i i )  need f o r  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  pee r  
i i i )  pe r sona l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  
5)  cause & e f f e c t  on gene ra l  popula t ion ,"  

Diane MacKenzie s e n t  t h i s  around t o  mem- 
b e r s  on t h e  Community Re l a t i ons  Committee 
& wrote a  response  t o  Bach. He r e p l i c d  i n  
w r i t i n g ,  say ing ,  "1 apologize  f o r  t h e  i n s -  
e n s i t i v e  language used t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a r -  
ea  surrounding Carnegie.  I f  t h e  CR Committ- 
ee  f e e l s  t h i s  s t r o n g l y  about t h e  u se  of  
ph ra s ing  such a s  " s eed i e s t  s i de"  6 "Skid 
RoadM, t hen  .I i n v i t e  them t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  
op in ion  on camera. The people who use  t h e  
Carnegie Cent re  a r e  encouraged t o  p a r t i c i p -  
a t e  i n  changing t h e  p roduce r ' s  i n c o r r e c t  
pe r cep t ion  o f  t h e  a r ea .  I f  t h e  Carnegie 
C e n t r e ' s  op in ion  is  t o  be heard it must be 
done w i th in  t h e  t ime  frames a l l o t t e d  t o  us," 

Okay. I  f i n d  t h i s  whole t h i n g  d i sgus t i ng  
& a s  e d i t o r ,  w i l l  say  why then i n v i t e  a l l  
o f  you t o  w r i t e  i n  wi th  your op in ions . . bu t  
you ' r e  s t uck  wi th  t h e s e  f i r s t !  

Bach i s  t h e  producer  of t h i s  t h i n e  & has 
a l r e a d y  s t a t e d - c l e a r l y  what he i s  going t o  
focus  on. He 's  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  po in t  i s  t o  
f i l m  t h e  worst  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ;  d r i nk ing ,  
d rugs ,  hookers & pimps, b a r s ,  l i ne -ups .  . . 
t o  show/ ju s t i f y  h i s  l a b e l s  - " l o s e r s  h id-  
i ng  from t h e  g l a r i n g  eyes of r e s p e c t i b i l i -  
t y "  - with  p i c t u r e s  of drunk women, some- 
one passed ou t  i n  an a l l e y  o r  vacant  s t o r e  
en t r ance  ... a l l  t o  g ive  v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  
"moral argumentN t h a t  i t ' s  g o v ' t  benevol- 
ence al lowing us degenera tes  t o  use  o u r  

I-I 



haven ' t  j u s t  c l e a r e d  ou t  s o  more r e s p e c t -  
ab l e  people can move i n .  A s  t h e  a r e a  g e t s  
squeezed on 3 s i d e s  by megaprojects  & t h e  

"hab i tua l  l e a rned  responses . .  caused by be- 
ing  i n f e c t e d  with t h i s  ' pove r ty  s i c k n e s s 1  
wi.thin a c l a s s  s t ruc tu re " ' .  

Of course ,  Uach makes no mention of do- 
ing anyth ing  t o  ba lance  h i s  documentary 
by showing t h e  g o r i l l a s  bouncing around 
such r e s p e c t a b l e  p l a c e s  l i k e  No.5 Orange, 
o r  t h e  facade  of Escor t  Se rv i ce s  which-are  
l c g a l  f r o n t s  f o r  hookers F, pimps o r  a l l  of 
t h i s  c i t y ' s  n i g h t - l i f e  t h a t  t h o s e  who g e t  
paycheques every  two weeks, r a t h e r  than  
once a month, make a s  secdy a s  anything i n  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  town. 

Bach apologizes  f o r  h i s  language. "I'm 
- - 

so r ry . "  I  agree .  
He wants u s  t o  change h i s  mind. Maybe a 

b e t t e r  documentary would be  t o  show what 
k inds  of  degenera te  behaviour  s a i l o r s  exhi  
b i t  when a few thousand o f  'em descend on 

t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide ,  on Granv i l l e ,  6 be- 
have a s  though they  a r e  j u s t  above any lalc 
o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Every p o i n t  made i n  Bach's p roposa l  i s  
w r i t t e n  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  t h a t  
t h e  people a t  f a u l t  want re inforced!  The 
r i c h  want t h i s  a r ea .  They want t h e  land  & 
bu i ld ings .  The r e s i d e n t s ,  f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  ( t h a t ' s  u s )  a r e  an inconvenience. We 

yuppies  expccted t o  move in-  (Marathon/Bosa 
& Expo developments) we're  a r e a l  pa in  i n  
t h e i r  f a t  a s s e s  by da r ing  t o  cont inue  t o  
t a l k  of t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  a s  ' o u r 1  co- 
mmunity! 

Bach 6 h i s  suppor t e r s  seem t o t a l l y  con- 
vinced t h a t  t h i s  " jungle" i s  r e a l  Fr t h a t  
i t ' s  our  f a u l t  f o r  being here .  A w r i t e r  i r  
t h e  Vancouver Sun, who had on ly  walked the 
a r e a  with 2 cops, wrote  knowingly of "Skid 
Road" a s  though she ' d  spen t  20 yea r s  he re .  
And, o f  course ,  h e r  narrow-minded c r ap  waz 
p r i n t e d  a s  v a l i d  r epo r t i ng .  A lawyer back 
e a s t  i n  Ontar io  wrote  t h e  most b i g o t t e d  
garbage I ' v e  ever  seen  about  how a l l  poor 
people a r e  scam a r t i s t s  & welfare  bums 6 
l a z y  & selfish..characteristics never  t o  
be found among t h o s e  who a c t u a l l y  - work f o ~  
a l i v i n g .  I f  h e r  d r i v e l  had r ep l aced  t h e  
word l tpoorl l  wi th  o r  l lJewishll  o r  
"foreign" o r  whatever,  she ' d  have spent  a 

.. . 
w months o r  yea r s  i n  j a i l .  BUT bashing 
e poor i s  q u i t e  accep t ab l e ,  a s  it makes 
1 t h e  rage  i n  d i n n e r  p a r t y  conversa t ions  
s o c i e t y  even t s ,  where arrogance F, wealth 
owever der ived)  can smugly go hand-in- 
nd . 
Anyway, your responses  a r e  reques ted .  I 
11 t a k e  a l l  r e ce ived  i n  t h e  next  2 weeks 
send cop i e s  t o  t h e  Knowledge Network and 
e Open Learning I n s t i t u t e .  

By PAULR TAYLOR 

~ - 

Vocations for Social Change 
A 11 about alternatives, living tl~enl. 
Mainly employment, but that's a whole lifestyle, becoming 
your vocation, the nlosr integrated part of the search. How 
to work at changirlg the world. 

-Hal Hershey 



RICHARD TYSON 

A Winner A l l  Around! .................... 

Richard was named Volunteer o  f t h e  
Month a t  t h e  monthly v o l u n t e e r  d i n n e r  
i n  J u l y .  This  gave one more p o i n t  f o r  
t h i s  s t o r y .  

He's an easy-going guy who has  been 
vo lun tee r ing  i n  Carneg ie ' s  l i b r a r y  f o r  
a  few years .  This  may, i n  f a c t ,  be h i s  
' s e c r e t  i d e n t i t y '  ... a s  t h e  p i c t u r e  i s  
proof t h a t  a l o t  more goes on. 

Richard won two f i r s t  p l a c e  t r o p h i e s  
a t  t h e  Spec ia l  Olympics. People s c r a t c h  
t h e i r  heads and say,  'D idn ' t  he win i n  
f l o o r  hockey last year?  Didn ' t  he win 
o t h e r  t roph ies?"  And it comes ou t  t h a t  
memory doesn ' t  t e l l  t h e  h a l f  o f  i t .  

team t h a t  meets h i s  s t andards ,  b u t  you 
have t o  know your hockey p r e t t y  we l l  if 
you want t o  t a l k  about j u s t  - who is  go- 
ing t o  win wi th  Richard.  

I ' d  thought t o  g e t  a  l i s t ,  no mat te r  
how long, o f  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  and wins 
t h a t  add t o  Richard ' s  s p e c i a l n e s s ,  but  
h e ' s  a l s o  modest. I f  he comes i n  with 
gold  medals around h i s  neck t h e r e  w i l l  
be a n o t h e r  s t o r y !  Oh! almost s l i p p e d  
by - t h e  two t r o p h i e s  h e ' s  ho ld ing  i n  
t h e  p i c t u r e  were f o r  1st p l a c e  i n  t h e  
Spec ia l  Olympics Bowling. Next month 
i t  may be  sky-diving!  

Anyway, c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Richard,  from 
t h e  Carnegie family .  

Richard has  been winning t r o p h i e s  and 
p lay ing  on s p o r t  .teams f o r  years .  He's I 
been i n  s p e c i a l  games' e v e n t s  a l l  o v e r  
B . C .  and, aga in  i f  memory is  r i g h t ,  a t  
e v e n t s  a c r o s s  Canada. He o f t e n  wears a  
"team" s h i r t ,  u s u a l l y  f o r  t h e  hockey 
1 
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Wornell on welfare to have choice on maintenance 11 
The NDP government i s  going t o  change 

t h e  maintenance law f o r  women on welfare.  
The new changes should be i n  p lace  by 

October. 
Right now, any woman with ch i ld ren  who 

a p p l i e s  f o r  we l f a r e  has t o  r e g i s t e r  with 
t h e  fami ly  maintenance program. 

This mearIs t h a t  t h e  g o v ' t  w i l l  t r y  t o  
t r a c k  down h e r  ex-par tner  6 f o r c e  him t o  
pay c h i l d  suppor t .  They w i l l  do t h i s  even 
i f  t h e  woman d o e s n ' t  want i t  t o  happen. 

End Legis la ted  Poverty has been t ry ing  
t o  ge t  t h i s  law changed f o r  years .  We 
t h i n k  women should have-choice about pur- 
suing t h e  f a t h e r  of t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  

"Choice i s  t h e  whole po in t  of t h e  new 
system,If says  Ron Willems, t h e  Direc tor  
of Soc i a l  Ass is tance  i n  V ic to r i a .  

Under t h e  new system, t h i s  i s  what w i l l  
happen: 

The worker w i l l  ask t h e  woman t o  t a l k  
t o  a Family Maintenance Worker. The woman 
can r e f u s e  t o  do t h i s  i f  she wants t o .  

i The Family Maintenance Worker w i l l  t e l l  
t h e  woman what h e r  op t ions  a r e  f o r  g e t t -  
ing maintenance. She can g e t  involved i n  
t h e  Family Maintenance Program i f  she 
wants. O r ,  she can r e f u s e .  O r ,  she could 
t r y  g e t t i n g  p r i v a t e  l e g a l  he lp .  

- But ?the law is no t  i : ~  e f f e c t  u n t i l  Oct- 
ober ,  probably. 

In t h e  meantime, you can work with t he  
Family Maintenance Program i f  you want. 
I f  you don ' t ,  t e l l  t h e  FM Worker t h a t  
you do not  want t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
program. You w i l l  then  g e t  a waiver t h a t  
s ays  you dont t have t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

Willems s a i d  t h a t  a l l  people who a r e  
r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  program w i l l  g e t  a 
l e t t e r  from t h e  Minis t ry  before  October. 
The l e t t e r  w i l l  g ive  them a chance t o  
s t a y  i n  t h e  program o r  g e t  ou t  i f  they 

to '  (from t h e  ELP Newslett-, 
--- 

Stay i n  hu r ry -up -c i ty  
I f e e l  very  exc i t ed  
I f e e l  very  nervous 
P lease  d o n ' t  l e t  me have t o  f a c e  them 

Eva Lui 

Student loans being 

taken off tax credits 

Lots of people on wel fare  have had a b ig  
roblem g e t t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d  t a x  c r e d i t  o r  
h e i r  GST c r e d i t  t h i s  year .  I f  , t hey  had an 
Id s tudent  loan  t h a t  wasn't  pa id  back t h e  
ovcrnment deducts  i t  from t h e  c h i l d  t a x  
r e d i t  and t h e  GST t a x  c r e d i t .  
So i f  you were expect ing $500 i n  t h e  

a i l ,  you might no t  g e t  anything. Quite a 
hock! A woman who l i v e s  ill Ontario had a 
tudent  loan t h a t  was 18 y e a r s  o ld .  She i s  
s i n g l e  parent  on wel fare .  The government 

ook h e r  t a x  c r e d i t  & t o l d  h e r  she had t o  
ay $600 i n t e r e s t  on t h e  s tudent  loan.  
his has happened t o  people i n  BC too.  
There i s  a way t o  g e t  your t a x  c r e d i t  

~ c k  i f  you a r e  on wel fare  o r  low income. 
l e r c  i s  a hardship  form you can f i l l  ou t .  
)u can g e t  it by wr i t i ng  to :  

Student  As? is tance  Branch, 
P.O. Box 2090, S t a t i o n  I D ' ,  

OTTAWA, Ontario.  KIP 6C8 
:opies of  t h i s  form a r e  i n  t h e  Carnegie 
t w s l e t t e r  o f f i c e  as we l l . )  



'hange o f  Seasons program w i l l  b e  o f f e r -  
. ~ g  a 12 s e s s ion  PHASE ONE group f o r  abor- 

i g i n a l  men who have p h y s i c a l l y  abused 
t h e i r  par tners / spouses .  Men may be  r e f e r r -  
ed through s e r v i c e  p rov ide r s  o r  may j o i n  
a s  s e l f - r e f e r r a l s .  

The group w i l l  be  run by f a c i l i t a t o r s  
who have rece ived  6 months i n t e n s i v e  t r a i -  
n ing  i n  domestic v io l ence  through t h e  
Change of  Seasons t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t  of t h e  
Squamish Nation. Change of Seasons i n s t r u -  
c t o r s  w i l l  a l s o  be involved i n  t he super-  
v i s i o n  of t h e  group. 

This  group w i l l  b e  app rop r i a t e  f o r  men 
who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  he lp  wi th  ending 
t h e i r  abusive behaviour  towards t h e i r  
par tners / spouses .  The format w i l l  j o i n  a  
s tandard  psycho-educat ional  approach with 
conten t  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  abo r ig in -  
a l  experience.  

The group w i l l  r un  on consecut ive  Wed- - - 
nesday evenings beginning August 12th 1992. 

For f u r t h e r  information o r  t o  make a  
r e f e r r a l ,  con t ac t :  

Change of Seasons men's program 
100 Mathias Road 
North Vancouver 

V7P 3M8 986-9015 

AM I HE WO IS BEING PAINED ? 

NO! TMT'S THE THING. ONCE YOU KNOW TMT 
THEN: PLEASWE &PAIN 



News - The P o l i t i c s  of I l l u s i o n  

''How can anything a s  s u p e r f i c i a l  a s  t h e  
news be  s o  c e n t r a l  t o  our  l i ve s?11  asks  W. 
Lance Bennett i n  h i s  book News - The Po l i -  
t i c s  of I l l u s i o n  publ i shed  by Longman. 

There a r e  many people,  however, who do 
not  make t h e  news c e n t r a l  t o  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  
and they  a r e  wise i n  doing so.  A f t e r  a l l ,  
t h e  mass media i s  i n  bus iness .  P r o f i t  i s  
t h e  bottom l i n e  & news i s  a  commodity. For 
media execut ives ,  though, t h e  most import- 
a n t  product  i s  t h e  audience t h a t  t hey  s e l l  
t o  t h e i r  a d v e r t i s e r s .  Because t h e y  want a s  
l a r g e  an audience a s  p o s s i b l e ,  complex is-  
sues  a r e  reduced t o  pe r sona l ,  s i m p l i s t i c  
images, & form triumphs ove r  subs tance .  

The Carnegie Newslet ter  i s  i n  complete 
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  mass media. I t  i s  a - c rusa -  
ding n e w s l e t t e r  t h a t  g i v e s  a  vo i ce  t o  peo- 
p l e  wi th  l i t t l e  power, 6 pushes f o r  a  dem- 
o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y .  The media es tab l i shment ,  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand, g i v e s  a voice  t o  t h e  
powerful & promotes ignorance,  because it 
doesn ' t  g ive  u s  enough s o l i d  informat ion  
t o  he lp  u s  understand t h e  power games be- 
hind t h e  f l a s h y  images, o r  he lp  u s  p lan  
e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  The b e s t  i n t -  
en t ions  o f  ca r ing ,  t hough t fu l  j o u r n a l i s t s  
have l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  d r i v e  f o r  mass 
markets.  "Death t o  i n t e l l i g e n ~ e ' ~  would be  
a  good mo'tto f o r  t h e  media. No wonder peo- 

j p l e  a r e  a p a t h e t i c .  
In h i s  book, W.Lance Bennett says  t h a t  

7 .  
personalized news does not  he lp  u s  under- 
s tand  t h e  c r i t i c a l  & a n a l y t i c a l  i n s i g h t s  
on which democracy t h r i v e s .  Personal ized  
news encourages people t o  t ake  a s e l f  cen- 
t r e d  r a t h e r  t han  a  s o c i a l l y  concerned view 
of p o l i t i c a l  problems. For example, t h e  
l o c a l  newspapers promote c h a r i t y  events  
f o r  poor people a t  Christmas. We a r e  pres -  
ented with many ind iv idua l  s t o r i e s  of pov- 
e r t y ,  bu t  never  a r e  we given any i n s i g h t  
i n t o  ou r  economic system t h a t  c r e a t e s  
g r e a t  pover ty  a longs ide  g r e a t  weal th.  
These newspapers never  show u s  t h a t  pover- 
t y  i s  l e g i s l a t e d  & t h a t  ou r  g o v ' t  could do 
much t o  h e l p  people who a r e  poor by r a i s -  
ing  wel fare  r a t e s  & t h e  minimum wage. 
These i nd iv idua l  s t o r i e s  about t h e  s u f f e r -  
ing  caused by pover ty ,  without any cdmmit- 
ment t o  end .poverty,  a r e  c a l l e d  poornogra- 
phy by t h e  Child Poverty Action Committee. 

The mass media d o e s n ' t  he lp  u s  ask t h e  
r i g h t  ques t ions  about o u r  p o l i t i c a l  & soc- 
i a l  problems. By concen t r a t i ng  on t h e  ind- 
i v i d u a l  through pe r sona l i zed  news, we ge t  
a  d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e  way s o c i e t y  works. 
For i n s t ance ,  i f  t h e  news concen t r a t e s  on 
an ind iv idua l  poor person,  then t h e  ques t -  
ion t h a t  a r i s e s  i s ,  'What is  wrong with 
t h a t  person because he o r  she  i s  poor?" 
And many people do blame themselves f o r  
t h e i r  poverty.  But when we r e a l i z e  t h a t  
m i l l i o n s  of Canadians a r e  poor ( t he  poor- . 
e s t  20% of  Canadians own minus .3% of 
weal th i n  Canada while  t h e  r i c h e s t  10% 
own 51.3% of weal th)  our  ques t ion  has t o  
change t o ,  'What is  wrong wi th  a  s o c i e t y  
t h a t  has s o  much poverty?" 

This  s o c i a l  ques t ion  w i l l  f o r c e  u s  t o  
t h i n k  about t h e  power games behind the  
f l a s h y  images, & we can s t a r t  t o  t h i n k  ab- 
out  concre te ,  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  in s t ead  of 
blaming ou r se lves .  In  t h e  case of pover ty  
i s s u e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  could mean work- 
ing f o r  h i g h e r  we l f a r e  r a t e s  6 suppor t ing  

governments t h a t  be l i eve  i n  f u l l  employ- 
ment a t  decent  wages. 

W .  Lance Bennet t ' s  book News - The P o l i t -  
i c s  of I l l u s i o n  has many o t h e r  suggest ions 
t h a t  he lp  u s  see  how shallow 6 misleading 
t h e  news o f t e n  i s .  I t ' s  well  worth reading .  

By SANDY CANERON 



AWARENESS IIEA1,S : 

In t h e  l a s t  i s s u e ,  Susan I n c e ' s  a r t i c l e  
"Blaming t h c  Victim" (which i s  g e t t i n g  t o  
be  a  r a t h e r  t i resome s logan ,  repea ted  ad 
nauseum, a s  i f  people were never  respons i -  
b le  f o r  what happens t o  them) was a t  l e a s t  
thought-provoking. 

The "New Age1' s e l f  -hea l ing  phi losophies ,  
though immensely important  i n  combating 
t h e  medical p r o f e s s i o n ' s  t y r a n n i c a l  hold 
on t h e  concepts  of h e a l t h  & d i s e a s e ,  can 
back f i r e ,  a s  Ms. Ince p o i n t s  o u t ,  c r e a t i n g  
a  new tyranny of  almost r e l i g i o u s  propor-  - - 
t ions .  

I  want t o  mention one th ing ,  however, 
about t h e  "New Age" i d e a  t h a t  l l p o s i t i v e  
thinking" will hea l .  No doubt a  p o s i t i v e  
a t t i t u d e  has a  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  on h e a l t h  
but  " p o s i t i v e  thinking" c a n ' t  j u s t  be made 
up on t h e  spot  a s  an i n s t a n t  remedy f o r  a 
perce ived  problem. The s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  of 
t h i s  i d e a  reminds me of t h e  way "New Agers" 
i n t e r p r e t e d  Janov ' s  Primal t he rapy  when it 
was a l l  t h e  rage.  They took t h e  v a l i d i t y  & 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  hea l ing  p o t e n t i a l  ou t  of  it 
by claiming t h a t  you could j u s t  scream E 
c r y  i n  a  s o r t  of f r u s t r a t i o n  f i t  & t h a t  
would r e s u l t  i n  r e b i r t h  a s  a  hea l thy  b a l -  
anced ind iv idua l .  Then of course  we had a  
l o t  o f  people l ea rn ing  a c t i n g  s k i l l s  t o  
impress t h e i r  f r i e n d s  with t h e  depth of 
t h e i r  commitment. 

To me, l l p o s i t i v e  th inking"  i s  t h e  kind 
of  t h ing  where you have some i d i o t  s t a r i n g  
i n  t h e  mi r ro r ,  r epea t ing  llEvery day i n  
every way I am g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  & b e t t e r , "  
o r  some such garbage. 

Anyway, t h e  poin t  i s ,  our  immune system 
i s  the  p a r t  o f  our  phys i ca l  body t h a t  has 
t h e  capac i ty  t o  recognize what i s  not u s . .  
t h a t  i s ,  any fo re ign  i n t r u s i o n  i n t z u r  
system must be qu ick ly  i d e n t i f i e d ,  6 it i s  
t h i s  i d e n t i f y i n g  of what i s  not  me t h a t  
e s t a b l i s h e s  what i s  me.. . a  s K l e  idea,buL 
powerful i n  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  when we . r e a l l y  
understand it. 

In o rde r  t o  have quick r ecogn i t i on  o f  
"otherness", our  (body-mind-spir i t )  i d e n t -  
i t y  must be cen t r ed ,  wel l - rooted  & su re  o f  
i t s e l f .  Today, i t ' s  common f o r  people t o  
not  know who they  a r e .  Of course  t h i s  has  
nothing t o  do with t h e  names we go by, o r  

t he  numbers ou r  s o c i e t y  t a g s  u s  with - 
where we l i v e ,  t h e  p l ace  & d a t e  of our  
b i r t h ,  ou r  a n c e s t r a l  h e r i t a g e  o r  any of 
t h e  I.D. c r e d e n t i a l s  t h e  world a s s o c i a t e s  
us  with. 

In f a c t ,  i n n e r  core  i d e n t i t y  of s e l f  
i s  a  paradoxica l  func t ion  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between one & zero.  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  some people w i l l  g ive  up 
on t h e  idea ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  anything so 
f l m y ~ t i c a l "  6 a b s t r a c t  cou ldn ' t  pos s ib ly  
have any p r a c t i c a l  va lue  i n  t h e  r e a l  world 
. . .but  it does.  

When our  worldly i d e n t i t y  ceases  t o  ex- 
i s t ,  ou r  s i n g u l a r  uniqueness t a k e s  over .  
On t h e  o u t s i d e ,  I am who you t h i n k  I  am; 
i n s i d e  t h a t ,  I am who I t h i n k  I am; i n s i d e  
t h a t ,  I am t h e  unknown, immeasurable s e l f  
- r e a l  co re  i d e n t i t y  encompasses t h e  f u l l -  
e s t  p o s s i b l e  range of  beingness.  

The more we i d e n t i f y  wi th  t h i s  i n n e r  
s e l f ,  t h e  more o f t e n  we exper ience  i t ,  t h e  
s t r o n g e r  ou r  sense of uniqueness i s  ( t h i s  
i s  a l s o  a  paradox, s i n c e  l o g i c  d i c t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  expanded s e l f  must l o s e  touch 
with i t s  c e n t r e ) .  . . paradoxica l ly ,  i t  s 
j u s t  t h e  oppos i t e .  When we s t r eng then  our 
sense of s e l f  i n  t h i s  way, our  immune sys-  
tem func t ions  much more e f f e c t i v e l y  & we 
ga in  t h e  i n n e r  s e n s i t i v i t y  t h a t  keeps our  
mind i n  touch with t h e  l l f ee l i ngs"  o r  s i g -  
n a l s  each c e l l  is  p u t t i n g  ou t ,  t h a t  t e l i  
u s  how it1 s doing.  

Deepening our  contac t  with r e a l  i n n e r  
i d e n t i t y ,  by f e a r l e s s l y  dying t o  our  be- 
l i eved  s e l f ,  makes u s  much more r e a c t i v e  

X 



t o  imbalance w i th in  t h e  body, so t h a t  we 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  s i g n a l s  of d i s e a s e  be fo re  it 
g e t s  a  chance t o  t a k e  hold - our behaviou 
adap t s  t o  t h e  new circumstance,  6 we slow 
down, concen t r a t e ,  r e s t ,  r e l a x ,  b r ea the  
move & e a t  d i f f e r e n t l y  ... i n  o t h e r  words w 
" take c a r e  of o u r s e l f " .  

This  comes about more o r  l e s s  automatic  
a l l y ,  i f  we have developed a  unique aware 
ness  of  s e l f .  Those t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  ' 'not 
s e l f "  come t o  t h e  foreground 6 a r e  much 
more n o t i c e a b l e .  On t h e  s t r i c t l y  unconsci 
ous l e v e l ,  our  immune system i s  more awar 
of  i t s  t a r g e t  ... f o r e i g n  elements  e n t e r i n g  
t h e  body such a s  v i r u s e s ,  germs, p o l l e n ,  
v i b r a t i o n s ,  d u s t ,  t o x i n s ,  e t c .  

In  s h o r t ,  h e a l t h  depends on two t h i n g s  
s t a b i l i t y  6 s e n s i t i v i t y ,  6 t h e s e  q u a l i t y s  
develop from a  s u r e r  sense  of  knowing, ex 
pe r i enc ing  & being  who we r e a l l y  a r e - a t  
t h e  c e n t r c  of  consciousness .  

A s  f a r  a s  blaming "vict ims" is  concernc 
i t ' s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  we should never ,  unde 
any circumstances t h i n k  of  o u r s e l v e s  a s  
l l ~ i ~ t i m s ' l .  . .no ma t t e r  how "v ic t imiz ing"  
our  s o c i e t y  o r  sur roundings  may be,  we 
conta in  t h e  power wi th in  o u r s e l v e s  never  
t o  be "vict imized" - & t h a t ' s  r e a l  h e a l t h  

A PROFESSION I N  REVERSE 

A man of t h e  c l o t h  got  a  b i t  r i l e d  unde 
t he  c o l l a r  a s  h e  was badly  misunderstood 
by one of h i s  c l e r g y .  He s a i d ,  "I got  s o  
damned mad t h e  o t h e r  day t h a t  I took t h e  
Lord's name i n  va in!"  

p r e t e n t i o u s  s o  & so .  I ' v e  a t t ended  your 9. 
church o f f  & on f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  and I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  h igh  t ime you p r a c t i c e  what you 
preach ,  Reverend! So do come i n . . b u t  only 
i f  y o u ' r e  s i n c e r e .  I hope t o  s e e  you some- 
t ime ve ry  soon ! " 

About two months l a t e r  t h e  former rever -  
end d i d  pay a  b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  t h e  psychia t -  
rist but  wi thout  t h e  whi te  c o l l a r  back-to- 
f r o n t .  

He now wears da rk  b lue  denim c o v e r a l l s  
w i th  b r i g h t  red  suspenders  & an o l d  s t raw 
h a t ,  c a r r y i n g  a  worn b i b l e .  He reads  aloud 
h i s  f a v o u r i t e ,  marked passages  from ' t h e  

This  m i n i s t e r  was so  overwhelmed t h a t  he 
phoned a p s y c h i a t r i s t  by mis take .  He ramb- 
led  on by say ing ,  " ~ ' v e  never  had t o  cons- 
u l t  a  head doc to r  b e f o r e ,  even a t  t h e  
worst of t imes." 

' Well i t  tu rned  ou t  t h a t  h i s  b ro ther - in-  
law had been a  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  long s i n c e  

! r e t i r e d .  To make a  long s t o r y  s h o r t ,  t h e  
preacher  had d i a l e d  a  s i m i l a r  number t o  

good o l d  book'.  Even t h e  animals  seem t o  
en joy  t h e s e  read ings  every weekend on h i s  
brother- in- law's  smal l  farm whi le  t hey ,  
h i s  r e l a t i o n s ,  g e t  away from i t  a l l .  ; 

I n c i d e n t l y ,  t h e  cows must be d i r ec2  des- 
cendents  from Noah's Ark a s  they  g ive  
r i c h e r  milk than  any of t h e  o t h e r  f a rmer s '  
c a t t l e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

By VERNA J O H N S T O N  

t h a t  of h i s  r e l a t i v e ' s  bu t  w i th  matching 
surname. Suddenly h e  r e a l i z e d  he had d i a l -  
ed t h e  wrong p a r t y  & humbly apologized .  

A raucous v o i c e  bellowed over  t h e  w i r e s ,  
shout ing a n g r i l y ;  "oh no you d i d n ' t ,  you 



Bp Ann RWS increase in caseloads." and bigger chunk of the cost. 
Staff Reporter *The minister says Ottawa must "The federal government con- 

, take some of the blame - both for tinues to download on the prov- ! 

Unemployed Toronto window introducing free trade, which led to inces," said Smallwood. 
installer Dean Street heard there the elimination of thousands of "They are not living up to their. 
was work out West. jobs, and for making it tougher to commitment." 

&It like thousands of other job- collect unemployment insurance. The feds in the late 1980s 
I 

less but hopeful workers, he The recession, with economic imposed a fie-per-cent ceiling on 
arrived to find he'd been misled. restructuring and downsizing in increases in federal transfer pay- 
Naw he and his young wife have resource industries, also helped ments for welfare programs in B.C., 

been forced to join the one in 10 drive B.C.'S unemployment rate to Albertaand Ontario. 
British Columbians on welfare. 11.3 per cent last month. . But the number of pqople on1 

"1'11 take and do vy The result is that 11 per cent welfare in B.C. is up 15 per cent 
, thing," said Street, 25. not of children in B.C. are now in we]- from a year ago, and there was a 

to break my back for a job fare families - an 'increase of 73 17-per-cent increase the previous 
but there is nothing." per cent from 10 'years ago. Half of year, said Smallwood. 

all single-parent families are on The federal ceiling means the Social Services Minister Joan welfare. provincial government will have to 
Sma'hvood calls the record-high "That is a vely big concern to find an extra $270 million for wel- number of people on welfare "a 
tragic waste." government because these cases fare this Year, Smallwood said. 

are very expensive," Smallwood Street and his wife Carrie, 17, are 
"There are some 280,000 men, said. taking the first steps towards a 

wwmn and - lo per cent The total number on welfare is more S v e  future by returning to * 

po~uktiOn have been up by 83 per cent 152,205 in school m the fall. 
excluded lrom the' and 1982 to an all-time high of 278,172 They want to ensure a better life , from community life," she said. , this year. . f-w their two-month-old son, Louis. : 

And she fears it will g t  worse fie* monthly cci?$gas! t*ipled!,iil . .'We want to be able g? places. 
before it gets better. the @st d@a& to [@6@ll;o~> , , .qqd &@ him, things," d i d  Strdet.? 

"we - .  have predicted , . - .  a c~ltinued .. - - - . .  iAnd-,$pph is. ~ , n $ + & & l ~ ; . ~ ; . W ~ ~ > ~ r t  -. I _ %If%'$ 1 

- 
$ IT'S A CRIME $ TALK ABOUT A CRIME 

Who t h e  h e l l  wants 50 naval  and sea rch  & 
yo! Wake UP t o  a t u n e  of $ 4 . 4  b i l l i o n ! !  rescue helicopters; not going to war. 

This  money is going towards 50 EM-101 h e l -  ~ l t h ~ ~ ~ h  there is a b a t t l e  here once again 
icop tk r s .  Ya, t h a t '  s r i g h t . .  . I  couldnl  t the less fortunate will 
b e l i eve  i t , e i t h e r .  The t h i n g  t h a t  popped I f  on ly  Defence Min i s t e r  Marcel Masse 
i n t o  my mind was 'What t h e  h e l l  i s  going used head.. . 
on?' I could f i n d  b e t t e r  ways o f  spending Margaret Prevos t  
t h i s  kind of money - 

1. Housing (Note: Simple a r i t h m e t i c  shows t h a t  each 
2 .  Get t ing  our  ch i ld ren  off t h e  s t r e e t s  h e l i c o p t e r  w i l l  co s t  over  $84 mi l l i on .  \ A t  
3 .  Education t h e  same t ime,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r e l a t e d  i n  
4 .  Counsel l ing t h e  fo l lowing  a r t i c l e  i s  everywhere a s  t h e  
Housing f o r  t h e  homeless & s i n g l e  pa r -  

e n t s  with ch i ld ren ;  g e t t i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f f  
t h e  s t r e e t s ,  g e t t i n g  them counse l l i ng  and 
maybe back t o  school t o  g e t  t h e i r  educat-  
ion.  . s o  t hey  could g e t  jobs.  . a  b e t t e r  l i f  
(than drugs & p r o s t i t u t i o n  provide)  shoul  
t h i s  b e  t h e i r  wish..  . t h e  l i s t  can go on 
fo reve r .  

Mulroney Tor i e s  c a r r y  out  t h e i r  co rpo ra t e  
bosses '  agenda with "free" t r a d e  6 500,000 
jobs  l o s t ,  GST, p r i v a t i s a t i o n ,  de regu la t -  
ion and t h e  looming NAFTA with Mexico - 
i f  it comes i n  Canadian workers w i l l  have 
t o  compete with products  whose manufactur- 
e r s  pay Mexican workers $5 a  day.)  
I 



DOWNTOWN EASTS IDE/STRATHCONA 
CO?,LITIO?I 

451 Eas t  Has t ings  S t .  254-0089 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - - - - - - - 
Thc Downtown E a s t s i d e  & S t r a t h c o n a  comm- 

u n i t i e s  c o n t a i n  t h e  most d i sadvan taged  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  i n  Vancouver. They have t h e  
h i g h e s t  unemployment r a t e s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Na t ive  p e o p l e  & immigrants ,  
4 t h e  lowes t  household incomes i n  Canada. 

There  a r e  many growing s o c i a l  i s s u e s  
f a c i n g  t h e  Downtown E a s t s i d e  & S t r a t h c o n a  
a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  p o v e r t y ,  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  
homelessness  & s u b s t a n c e  abuse .  Both comm- 
u n i t i e s  s e r v e  t h e  poor ,  t h e  necdy & a c t  a s  
a s t a g i n g  ground f o r  new immigrants  t o  t h e  
C i t y .  

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  esmmon c o n c e r n s  b e t  - 
ween b o t h  communit ies ,  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  & 
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  i n  Novemb- 
e r  1991, t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  uDormtown Eas t -  
s i d e / S t r a t h c o n a  C o a l i t i o n . "  In  c o n j u n c t i o n  
wi th  t h e  C i t y  o f  Vancouver, a p r o c e s s  beg- 
an t o  improve t h e  communities '  q u a l i t y  o f  

'. l i f e .  Community o u t r e a c h  a c t i v i t i e s  f o c u s  
' on c o n t a c t i n g  N a t i v e  p e o p l e ,  new r e f u g e e s ,  

& low-income e a r n e r s  t o  maximize t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  4 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p ro-  

- c e s s  o f  making t h i s  a b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  
Korking g roups  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  

1 r e f l e c t  i d e n t i f i e d  a r e a s  o f  concern & t o  
- g i v e  r e s i d e n t s  a means t o  g e t  invo lved .  

These g roups  i n c l u d e :  

1. Hea l th  Group 
- Stephan Gray (251-5494) 

2. Pover ty ,  Employment & Educat ion Group 
- Pomponia Schmidt -Weinmar (253-4608) 

3 .  Margina l i zed  Group 
- Lou Demarais (254-9949) 
- John Turvey (685-4488) 

4. S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Group 
- Alex C h a r l t o n  (255-9666) 
- J o e  J e f f r e y  (251-6402) 

5 .  Housing Group 
- I a n  MacRae (683-9392) 

6. S a f e t y  & S e c u r i t y  Group 
- Cindy Chan P i p e r  (873-7093) 

Your views & c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Down - 
town E a s t s i d e  & St ra thcor la  a r e a  a r e  apprc -  
c i a t e d .  P l e a s e  speak t o  a Working Group 
c o n t a c t  pe r son  o r  one of  t h e  C o a l i t i o n  

workcrs  l i s t e d  below. 11. 
The Outreach workers  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  1 

S e p t . ' 9 2  & Research workers  u n t i l  J a n . ' 9 3 .  
Outreach workers a r e  on s i t e  from noon-lpm 1 
Monday 
S t r a t h c o n a  Community ' en t re  254-9496 

E 
Wednesday 
~ a r n e g i e - C e n t r e  665-2220 
F r i d a y  
Ray-Cam Community C e n t r c  251-2141 
Outreach Workers 

Jimmy IVu 254-9171 
Gustavo Carcuz 254-0089 
Research Workers 254-0089 
L. Bantleman, Myrt le  Koskie,  J o e l  P e t i t ,  
B . J .  Tyner 

Room 6r Board 

For three weeks now he 113s wakened 
in this strange bed, this room 
with flowered wallpaper, its tones 
of pink and green that seem designed 
to stifle appetite-to remind all 
who pass through here of loathing 
for the self, 'its intimate feel. 
As he pulls on Levi's, laces up 
his boots, asphalt caked on the soles, 
he knows already what the day will bring, 
and he hobbles down the hall 
to the bathroom, breathes again 
the rank bite of old p i s .  
The woman in the kitchen has been up 
for an hour-he has heard her moving. 
Her life depends on him and others 
like him, though he has never seen her 
before this month. Three times today 
he'll eat her bland food, and when 
evening has towed him back from labour 
he'll sit on her steps in dusk's 
sweet ache-until blackflies drive him 
in to bed-and listen to the rasp 
dried burdock makes in flutters 
of breeze. For no reason he knows 
he'll count first glimmerings ol e by one, 
those far away beacons blazing 

E r i c  Trethwey 



Schizophrenia 
Society of Canada 

C o n f e r e n c e  

c l ~ ~ l y  1 7 - 1 0  

New l i g h t  i s  d i s p e l l i n g  t h e  murk of  cen- 
t u r i e s  of  myth surrounding t h i s  b r a i n  d i s -  
ease,  t h e  v ic t ims  of which we so  o f t e n  
meet i n  t h e  Downtown East  s i d e .  

Two major t r ends  were ev ident  dur ing  t h e  
Schizophrenic Soc i e ty  of Canada's confer-  
ence he ld  i n  Vancouver l a s t  weekend. Both 
o f  t h e s e  a r e  p o s i t i v e  f o r  s u f f e r e r s ,  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  and communities. 

The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  pane l s  6 work- 
shops included p a t i e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  who 
gave v i v i d  test imony t o  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s ,  
u s u a l l y  over  many y e a r s ,  t o  improve t h e i r  
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f c .  Su ic ide ,  subs tance  abuse, 
p s y c h i a t r i c  c a r e ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  drug therapy  
6 approp r i a t e  housing were a l l  mentioned 
a s  p a t i e n t  i s sues .  

Those who spoke s a i d  t h a t  when they  took 
r e s p o n s i b i l i r v  f o r  t h e i r  i l l n e s s  t hey  
s lowly improved. By l i v i n g  a  hea l thy  l i f e -  
s t y l e ,  with good n u t r i t i o n ,  r e s t ,  p roper  
l e v e l s  o f  medication & no s t r e e t  drugs o r  
a lcohol ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e i r  l i v e s  impro- 
ved 6 t hey  were a b l e  t o  a c t  a s  advocates  
f o r  o t h e r  p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  mental h e a l t h  
ca re  system. 

D r .  Barry Jones,  a  former f a c u l t y  member 
a t  UBC, now chairman of  CAROS (Canadian 
Al l iance  f o r  Research on Schizophrenia) ,  
spoke about t h e  second t r e n d ,  which i s  t h e  
push f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  p lan  t o  co-ord ina te  
r e sea rch  & f o r  proper  funding t o  has t en  a  
cure  f o r  t h i s  most d i s a b l i n g  d i sease .  

D r .  Jones asked why t h e r e  is so  l i t t l e  
funding f o r  a  d i s e a s e  which: 
- d i s a b l e s  1 i n  100 people 
- causes 1 i n  10 of  t h e s e  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  

own l i v e s  
- causes 9 o u t  of  10 t o  be  unemployed 
- f i l l s  7 ou t  of  100 h o s p i t a l  beds 
- f i l l s  50 ou t  o f  100 p s y c h i a t r i c  beds 
- c o s t s  $130,000 / p a t i e n t  / yea r  
- uses  1% of t h e  GNP of developed n a t i o n s  

, - only  .002% of medical r e sea rch  i s  dedi-  

ca t ed  t o .  1 
I 

One of D r .  Jones '  most t e l l i n g  comments ! 
concerned f i n d i n g  wealthy 6 prominent pa t -  
rons  f o r  CAROS. He mentioned t h a t  Mila 
Mulroney's f a t h e r  was a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  a t  
McGill Univers i ty ,  with whom he had worked 
and he thought t h a t  wi th  t h i s  background- 
she  might t a k e  on a  cause l i k e  schizophre-  
n i a ,  b u t  she  has l e n t  h e r  pa t ronage  t o  
o t h e r  d i s e a s e s .  

There was a  p o s i t i v e  f e e l i n g  a t  t h i s  
conference, which i s  good news f o r  a l l  
whose fami ly  members a r e  a f f l i c t e d  and f o r  
t hose  who d a i l y  s ee  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of  t h e  
mental ly ill i n  o u r  ncighbourhood. 

Eleanor 

..................................... ..................- 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 251.7744; ........................................................ 



Last Ca l l  
//' /-* 'PC --I Y Through Wall of D i r t  and Rot t ing  F loor  O"d. Q, 

Despair ing Gr ic f  Seeping i n  
And bladness Knocking a t  t h e  Door 
Like a Grinning Nightmare Peeping In 

Living Death t a k e s  New L i f e  i n  S t r i f e  \ &?% /f~&. CO~rr "O~J/U,~ '1 !aC4. r \ 
A s  I Drink t h i s  Fa t a l  S p i r i t  
This  L i f e  Cuts l i k e  A Knife 
S lash ing  t h e  Soul wi th  Vicious Del igh t  

S u i c i d e ( 1  Don't Know Why)Obstructed from t h e  ~ i n d 7  7 
Thoughts of Help of Any Kind 
Like a Elute bladman Wrapped and Confined 
The Heart  i s  Torn and c rushed  i n  I t ' s  Grind 

Alcohol and Anger No Longer Home 
Now Unbearable FEAR A 
I CANNOT BE WITH PEOPLE NOR ALONE! 
I Sense Death' s Presence Flying Near; 

ey a r e  
Today---When My F a i t h  is  Low o r  In 
I Wonder How i n  Looking Back u t  insteal  
I Did Not Die 
To Cease Upon t h e  Darkest Sky. Thev t h i  

f o t h e r s  
, ..-nk t h e y  own t h e  land ,  water  and air  

Mac D . 1  Thky have damaged and des t royed  t h e  well-being 
of many p l a n t s ,  many animals  and many people.  

They r e fu se  t o  examine t h e i r  own s p i r i t .  
They w i l l  p revent  o t h e r  people ' s  s p i r i t u a l  

s e l f  -examinat i on  
They s tand  with open arms and t r u s t  me smi lcs  

and t e l l  people  t o  become p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  
t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  NEOBEATNIK CREDO 

You who dwell  i n  an  empty s k u l l  
7 Toking t he  c l i p s  of a b a r r i e r  r e e f  

Dai ly  l imping through l imbo ' s  waste 

L e t t i n g  t h e  t w i l i g h t  s t e a l  your f e a s t  

They a c t  a s  i f  t h e y  ca r e  and t e l l  l i e s  t o  
t r i c k  o t h e r s .  

Of whom i s  t h i s  message about? 
tout f a l s e  gods of course o r  i s  it a - 
bunch of sad s t o r i e s .  

Peaches 

You who s i t  on t he  c rossbones  c h a i r  

Cobwebs growing from your i n e r t  tongue 

Wishing f o r  comforts  of company - 
Brush o f f  your f e a r  and cl imb t o  your f e e t .  

You who have run  w i th  t h e  t h i e f  of l i f e  

Make r e s t o r a t i o n  whi le  t h e  sun i s  h igh  

T r a n s l a t e  your thoughts  t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  wor 

Ti1  something i s  s a i d  t h a t  resembles a smi l e .  



THE SLIDE 

When my two k i d s  were smal l  I l i v e d  i n  a  
logging  camp. Very e a r l y  one summer morn- 
i n g  I woke t o  t h e  sounds of c h i l d r e n  laugh- 
i n g  o u t s i d e  & dogs ba rk ing .  I thought  my 
k i d s  had gone o u t ,  bu t  no ,  t hey  were up & 
looking o u t  t h e  f r o n t  room window. 

"Mom, can we go p l ay  on t h e  neighbour 
k i d ' s  new s l i d e ? "  I looked.  Sure  enough, 
t h e  ne ighbour ' s  k i d s  & o t h e r  k i d s  from t h e  
a r e a  were up on a  p i l e  of brown & s l i d i n g  
down. I f i g u r e d  my nextdoor  neighbour must 
have dropped t h e  lump of s t u f f  t h e r e  w i th  
h i s  f ron t end  l o a d e r ,  which h e  u s u a l l y  l e f t  
i n  t h e  f o r e s t  where he worked w i th  i t . K i d s  
were running around t h e  end of t h e  lump, 
grabbing hold of i t  & p u l l i n g  themselves 
up. They ran  a  few f e e t  on t o p ,  t h e n  s l i d  
down, t h e  s i d e s .  I n  t h e  meantime t h e  neigh-  
bou t ' s  dog & ano the r  from t h e  a r e a  were 
n ipp ing  a t  t h e  cl imbing end & backing  o f f  
e x c i t e d l y .  It looked l i k e  fun .  

I s a i d ,  "Sure, bu t  e a t  b r e a k f a s t  f i r s t . "  
A s  I took  c e r e a l  o u t  of t h e  cupboard I 
heard  a  shout  of a la rm.  I looked t o  s e e  
t h e  f a t h e r  of t h e  k i d s  nex t  door s t a n d i n g  
on t h e  f r o n t  porch of t h e  house i n  h i s  PJs 
& gauze mask, which h e  wore over  h i s  mouth 
& nose because h e  was a l l e r g i c  t o  d u s t .  He 
had oxygen t a n k s  i n  h i s  bedroom t o  h e l p  
him b r e a t h e  & h i s  w i f e  kept  t h e  house spot -  
l e s s .  

"Get i n  h e r e  t h i s  i n s t a n t ,  a l l  of you, & 
t h e  dogs t o o .  T h i s  minute.  Hurry,  a l l  of 
you." He c a l l e d ,  "Brandy ( h i s  dog) g e t  i n  
he re . "  And h e  shouted:  "Get Bobby i n  h e r e  
too!" The o t h e r  dog. I was a s t o n i s h e d  a s  
h e  never  l e t  h i s  own dog i n  t h e  house,  l e t  
a l one  any o t h e r ,  o r  ne ighbour ing  k i d s  un- 
l e s s  t hey  were f r e s h l y  scrubbed.  He could 
g e t  ve ry  s i c k  from t h e  d u s t  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  
conta ined .  They a l l  r a n  i n  & h e  w i t h  them. 
I s t a r e d ,  t o t a l l y  a s t o n i s h e d ,  & t hen  I saw 
why. The brown lump s t i r r e d .  It was a  b e a r  
. . a  weak, s i c k  b e a r !  

Bv DORA SANDERS 

Former B r i t i s h  Prime M i n i s t e r  Margaret 
Tha tcher ,  t h e  "Iron Lady" o f  r igh t -wing  
conservat ism,  has  t aken  a  new job a s  cons- 
u l t a n t  t o  t h e  P h i l l i p  Morris  Tobacco Co. - 
p a r t  o f  h e r  d u t i e s  w i l l  b e  t o  f i g h t  h igh  
tobacco  t a x e s  i n  t h e  European market.  

Nat ive  North Americans l i v i n g  on t h e  
Louis Bull  r e s e r v e  i n  c e n t r a l  A lbe r t a  have 
exper ienced  a  60% dec rea se  i n  t h e  crime 
r a t e  s i n c e  band members have t aken  ove r  
t h e i r  own p o l i c i n g .  The RCMP now have no 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  



* 
The Chinatown Po l i ce  Community Se rv ices  

Centre (CPCSC) i s  a  new s e r v i c e  f o r  memb- 
e r s  of  t h e  Asian community, The c e n t r e  had 
i t s  grand opening on May 24th t h i s  year .  
Among t h e  d i g n i t a r i e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  open- 
ing  were Mike Harcourt  & Gordon Campbell, 
t h e  Chief Constable of  t h e  Vancouver Pol- 
i c e  Dept. a s  wel l  a s  C i t y  Counci l lors .  

This  s e r v i c e  i s  q u i t e  unique t o  t h e  
Chinese community. Unlike o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  
i n  c i t i e s  ac ros s  . the count ry  t h a t  a r e  
s t a f f e d  by p o l i c e  cons t ab le s  o r  ope ra t e  
under t h e  umbrel la  of  p o l i c e  d e p t s . ,  t h e  
CPCSC i s  s t a f f e d  by c i v i l i a n s .  

The Chinese community recognised  t h e  

need f o r  a  l i a i s o n  between t h e  people of 
t h e  Asian popula t ion  & t h e  p o l i c e  dept .  

J i m  Kwong, one of  t h e  c e n t r e ' s  two co- 
o r d i n a t o r s  & counse l lo r s ,  says ,  "Asian 
People who come from c o u n t r i e s  such a s  
Vietnam, Hong Kong, Taiwan 6 China a r e  of -  - t e n  in t imida ted  by t h e  p o l i c e  & a r e  r e luc -  
t a n t  i n  many in s t ances  t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  

' cour t s  & law enforcement o f f i c i a l s .  These 
a r e  people wi th  v e r y  d i v e r s i f i e d  c u l t u r a l  
backgrounds. The p o l i c e  f o r c e  i n  China is  
d i f f e r e n t ;  policemen work on f o o t  p a t r o l s  
and h e r e  they  a r e  i n  squad c a r s . "  

Kwong says  t h a t  t h e  Asian community is  
encouraged t o  r e p o r t  crimes t o  t h e  c e n t r e  
and t h e  s t a f f  w i l l  a s s i s t  them i n  f i l l i n g  
ou t  t h e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t s .  They w i l l  a l s o  
he lp  i n  f i l l i n g  o u t  acc iden t  r e p o r t s  and 
f i l i n g  c o u r t  appeals .  

r "We a r e  not  a p o l i c e  subs t a t ion , "  Kwong 
says.  "The people w i l l  f e e l  more re laxed  & 
more comfortable when they  come t o  see  us .  
When a crime i s  r epor t ed  t o  t h e  c e n t r e  we 
w i l l  r e f e r  t h e  case  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  dept . "  

The c e n t r e  is  under t h e  supervis ion  of  
an advisory  board wi th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  - from 3  l e v e l s  of  government. A f e d e r a l  reF 
from t h e  S o l i c i t o r  Genera l ' s  o f f i c e ,  a  
p r o v i n c i a l  r e p  from t h e  Attorney General'! 
o f f i c e  & a  municipal  r e p  from t h e  s o c i a l  
planning board he lp .  The board a l s o  has  
members from t h e  Chinese Merchants Assoc. 
(CMA), t h e  Chinese C u l t u r a l  Centre (CCC) € 
SUCCESS. 

1 

One o f  t h e  most important  mandates t h a t  
the c e n t r e  has  i s  t o  o f f e r  v i c t im  support  
s e rv i ces .  They o f f e r  shor t - te rm counse l l -  
ing,  c r imina l  i n  j u ry  compensation forms 6 
r e f e r r a l s  t o  l e g a l  & s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  
'Neither  t h e  Min i s t e r  o f  Soc ia l  Serv ices  
3r p o l i c e  cons t ab le s  a r e  r e a l l y  i n  a  pos i -  
t i o n  t o  o f f e r  counse l l i ng  t o  v i c t ims  of  
:rime. " 

The c e n t r e  works i n  tandem with SUCCESS 
t o  provide  t r a i n i n g  seminars & c l a s s e s  i n  
ESL s t u d i e s  & job f ind ing  c lubs .  "They a r e  
t he  most popular  o rgan i sa t ion  serv ing  t h e  
Chinese community. I '  SUCCESS has  o f f  ice?  i n  
Chinatown, Southeas t  Vancouver, Richmund 6 
Coquitlam. 

Funding f o r  t h e  c e n t r e  comes from t h e  
Attorney Gene ra l ' s  dept .  i n  Ottawa. The 
c u r r e n t  annual amount is $170,000. S t a f f  
s a l a r i e s  & t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  r e n t  come o u t  of  
t h i s ,  b u t  Kwong says  they  need about two 
hundred thousand. The e x t r a  $30,000 t h a t  
t hey  a r e  lobbying f o r  would be used t o  o r -  
gan i se  a  t 'Pol ice  Fa i r"  t o  enhance t h e  i m -  
age of  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  i n  t h e  Asian comm- 
u n i t y  & t o  provide  more p r i n t e d  informat-  
i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  genera l  pub l i c .  

"The community a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  c e n t r e  and 
has  responded very  wel l  t o  us ,"  says  
Kwong. "In f a c t  t h e  Attorney General t  s of - 
f i c e  spent  a l o t  o f  money on a  survey bef -  
o r e  t h e  c e n t r e  opened i t s  doors & 90% of 
t h e  people surveyed a r e  p leased  t h a t  t h i s  
s e r v i c e  is  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them.'' 

"Our caseload i s  s t a b l e  r i g h t  now; we a r e  
not  overwhelmed but  t h i s  may change a s  
more people use  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  We hope t o  
become a  permanent f i x t u r e  he re  but  w e ' l l  
have t o  t a k e  it one year  a t  a  t ime."  

Other employees a t  t h e  o f f i c e  a r e  Edmund 
Chong ( coord ina to r ) ,  E r i ca  Wong (counse l l -  
o r )  & Minh, t h e  happy r e c e p t i o n i s t .  Of f i ce  
l o c a t i o n  is  #104-633 Main S t .  (688-5080) 
Hrs : Tues. -Saturday - loam t o  6pm. 

I 

I Submitted by Craig H i l l  
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'Canada Post will 
stop delivering I 

all mail, it says 
By Chung Wong 
Staff Reporter 

Canada Post says it can sidestep Vancouver 
Ci Council's proposed junk-mail bylaw. 

!!ouncil says that all you need to do to stop 
the flow of junk mail is post a warning sign. 

But Canada Post's Ilona Beiks said that if 
residents refuse junk mail, they won't get any 
mail at all. 

"If they did (refuse junk mail) , h a t  happens 
is we wouldn't deliver any mail to the door," 
she said. "We're required to deliver the mail, 
and we don't censor the mail." 

More than 1,000 carriers in the Lower Main- 
land under contract to deliver ad mail won't 
honor the bylaw, she said. 

Junk mail includes flyers, subscription 
requests, coupons, catalogues and government 
notices. Last year, it formed about 14 per cent 
of Canada Post's $3.8-billion revenue. 

"We know there is environmental concern," 
Beis said. "But it's a big industry, it's good for 
the country. To come out and ban it is no way 
to do it." 

Council unanimously voted Tuesday to draw 
up a junk-mail bylaw - after a "large number- 
of complaints." 

Junk mail, said Coun. Libby Davies, "is a form 
of harassment." 

Bpvies said council will examine how to han- 
dl Canada Post, which delivers a quarter of 
the' nation's junk mail. Newspapers deliver 
about ha1f;and the rest is delivered privately. 

"We'll be addressing quite a few things, 
including what comes in newspapers," she said. 

The proposed bylaw is based on one passed 
two years ago in Montreal, where Canada Post 
still delivers junk mail. 

i d i o t  box 
In 1967 p h y s i c i s t  John O t t  waid "The e f -  

f e c t s  ,of T.V. r a d i a t i o n  on l abo ra to ry  r a t s  
ranged from seve re  b r a i n  damage t o  dea th ."  

Being exposed t o  long pe r iods  of TV rad- 
i a t i o n  can weaken a  pe r son ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  
r e t a i n  t h e  c l a r i t y  of thought  t o  be a b l e  
t o  d i s c e r n  what i s  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  view on 
TV. Some programs t h a t  normally a  person 
would not  watch, he o r  she ends up watch- 
ing  them anyway. 

I t  can be proven t h a t  some programs and 
lome commercials on W a r e  d i r e c t l y  resp-  
o n s i b l e  f o r  s o c i a l  i l l s  t h a t  i n f l i c t  soc i -  
e t y .  

Violence, racism, greed ,  s e l f i s h n e s s  e t c  
d i d  e x i s t  be fo re  t h e  dawn of t e l e v i s i o n  
but  TV should have been used t o  suppress  
t hose  s o c i a l  i l l s ,  n o t  enhance them. 

Perhaps too  much TV r a d i a t i o n  .has a f f e c -  
t e d  t h e  judgemental c a p a c i t i e s  o f  t h e  
censors .  

Does t h e  term " i d i o t  box" r e f e r  t o  a  de- 
v i c e  t h a t  t u r n s  t h e  viewers o f  i t  i n t o  

P e t e r  Baldass i  

Stop, Give, Live o r  Goodbye. 

"The s a t u r a t i o n  p o i n t  o f  abusing n a t u r e  
has been reached and soon n a t u r e  w i l l  
f i g h t  back t o  r i d  i t s e l f  of  t h e  cancerous 
i n f e c t i o n  of human i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . "  

I t  i s  amazing how t h e  white  people t h i n k  
t h a t  t hey  a r e  s o  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  b u t  where is 
t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  when t h e  gene ros i ty  of 
n a t u r e  has been abused. They say  d o n ' t  
worry we w i l l  f i x  it up. How can they  make 
r e p a i r s  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  has t en  t h e  changing 
of t h e i r  n a t u r e  damaging l i f e s t y l e s ?  

Perhaps we should l e t  t h e  n a t i v e s  show 
u s  how t o  use  t h e  land  s o  t h a t  we may l is-  
t e n  and l e a r n  how t o  enjoy  more happiness 
by us ing  l e s s  r e sources .  

I t  is  t ime t o  l e a r n  how t o  love  n a t u r e  
without  h u r t i n g  it. 

Say h e l l o  t o  n a t u r e  and yes  t o  t h e  w i s -  
dom of t h e  n a t i v e s  o r  n a t u r e  w i l l  say  
goodbye t o  you. 

N i t che r t  



When the  NDP were e lec ted ,  p a r t  of the  
mess they inher i t ed  from 16 years  of t h e  
socred disease  was a l l  manner of s o c i a l  
services .being del ivered on the  b a s i s  of 
react ionary ,  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  p o l i c i e s .  

The work t o  get  out of the  mess, t o  
make p o s i t i v e  & progressive change, seems 
t o  have j u s t  begun. Welfare r a t e s  were 
ra ised,  but most t o  a l l  of t h e  increases  
went t o  landlords ;  t h e  minimum wage was 
ra i sed  504 an hour, but  i s  s t i l l  a  f a r  c r )  
from achieving t h e  purchasing capaci ty  it 
had i n  1975, when it was 122% of the  pov- 
e r t y  l i n e .  (Today, it should be $9.05 an 
hour t o  be equivalent  t o  what it could 
buy i n  ' 75 .) Single  parents  on welfare art 
no longer forced t o  seek employment a s  
soon a s  t h e i r  youngest c h i l d  reaches t h e  
r i p e  o ld  age of 6  months..now i t ' s  19 y r s  

Because of years  of cumulative concerns 
& case  h i s t o r i e s  involving f a m i l i e s ,  a  
Community Review Panel on Family Child & 
Services  Act was formed t o  t r a v e l  through. 
out  BC t o  hear from people.  Socreds and 
like-minded groups got  r i g h t  i n  the re ,  
saying t h a t  t h e i r  k ids  a r e  a l r i g h t ,  t h e i r  
schools don ' t  need un ive rsa l ,  non-stigmat 
i z ing  hot lunch programs. . . b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  
' those  (welfare/poor) people '  should j u s t  
work out t h e i r  own p e t t y  problems/stop be 
ing a  burden/go t o  h& PRT , - 

PAM FLEMING, speaking on behalf of t h e  
Front Line Advocacy Workers (FLAW) of t h e  
Lower Mainland, wrote & presented the  f o l -  
lowing submission t o  t h e  Review Panel: 

"FLAWS work with Ministry l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
these  i s sues  & people a f fec ted  by them ev- 
ery  day. That ' s  what advocates do, i s  t a l k  
t o ,  represent  & f i g h t  f o r  low income peop- 
l e  who a r e  not g e t t i n g  a  f a i r  shake from 
the  Ministry.  Income ass i s t ance  i s sues  a r e  
constant ly  complicated by Family & Child 
Services (FCS) i s sues .  The 2  systems a r e  
intertwined,  ye t  separa te .  FLAWS a r e  of ten  
expected t o  untangle the  i n j u s t i c e  of both 

FLAWs jobs a r e  made harder by bad l e g i s l a  
t i o n ,  inadequate welfare r a t e s  & u n f a i r  
ch i ld  p ro tec t ion  p r a c t i s e s .  Women on welf- 
a r e  come t o  FLAWs hopeless,  defeated,  ang- 
r y  & scared;  looking f o r  some help  in  a sy 
stem t h a t  seems l i t e r a l l y  out  t o  ge t  them. 

:ASE SAMPLE: 1 7 .  
Mary, a  young woman, had her chi ldren app- 

rehended because a  male par tner  has been 
%ccused of hur t ing  t h e  chi ldren.  She kick- 
:d the  man out .  Mary then l o s t  her  family 
gel fare  benef i t s .  Next she l o s t  her s o c i a l  
lousing i n  Vancouver's e a s t  End because 
she no longer had a family l i v i n g  with her .  
She is  t o t a l l y  alone.  She no longer has an 
2conomic base t o  ge t  those chi ldren back. 
She's l o s t  he r  family welfare benef i t s ,  
her home, & she was brave enough t o  break 
3ff h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  her  chi ldren.  Her 
chi ldren a r e  not re turned t o  her.  She i s  
made out  t o  be an u n f i t  mother because she 
has no income, no home, & no pa r tne r  t o  
help r a i s e  the  ch i ld ren .  Her chi ldren a r e  
put i n  a  white f o s t e r  home on the  NortQ:; 
Shore. Should t h i s  woman t r u s t  & admire a  
Ministry f o r  a l l  it has done f o r  her? We 
w i l l  come back t o  Mary l a t e r .  

In t h i s  unfor tunate ly  t y p i c a l  case, 2 asp- 
e c t s  of t h e  Ministry,  Income Assistance(1A 
& FCS have worked i n  unwitt ing synchronisa- 
t i o n  t o  des t roy t h i s  chi ldren & woman's 
economic & family  base. . . I A  taking away 
the  economic base,  FCS taking away the  
chi ldren.  Often FLAWs a r e  put i n  the  midd- 
l e  of these  2 huge bureaucracies & the  one 
defenseless  woman & her  chi ldren.  

FLAWs massive 4 t raumatic workload is  ind- 
i c a t i v e  t h a t  we cannot s t o p  these  i n j u s t i c -  
e s  on a case  by case bas i s .  Legis la t ive  
change should be done within a  framework 
t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  people who have t o  
r e l y  on the  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  chi ldren 
& f o r  t h e i r  su rv iva l  & f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

In t h i s  s p i r i t ,  we submit a  broad frame- 
work & guiding p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
change. Without a  guiding framework of end- 
ing poverty & a l l e v i a t i n g  systemic oppress- 
ion, o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  changes a re  e ssen t i -  
a l l y  meaningless. 
Framework: The previous government e f f e c t -  
i v e l y  gu t t ed  t h e  s o c i a l  welfare system i n  
BC through re-organisat ion, p r i v a t i s a t i o n  
and a c t i v e  dismantl ing of the  soc ia l  safe-  
t y  n e t .  The previous gov ' t  worked,,very 
hard t o  increase  poverty, su f fe r ing  & neg- 
l e c t .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  bad & r e -  
maining s t r u c t u r e  g e t s  heaped on workers, 
s o c i a l  workers, t h e  bureaucracy & the  Mini- 
s t e r .  None of these  people, no mat ter  how 



wel l - i n t en t ioned ,  can do a  humane job i n  a 

system t h a t  l e aves  them l i t t l e  choice  but  
t o  r e a c t  t o  c r i s i s ,  p o l i c e  poor people  6 
c h i l d r e n  mete o u t  incomes based on r a t e  
t h a t  a r e  40 t o  60% of  t h e  pover ty  l i n e .  

Welfare r a t e s  were i n t e n t i o n a l l y  kept  lor 
a s  low a s  40 t o  60% of t h e  pover ty  l i n e .  
k l f a r e  r a t e s  have been kept  so  low t h a t  
people a r e  d e s p e r a t e  enough t o  t r y  t o  g e t  
o f f  we l f a r e  E work f o r  d i s g u s t i n g l y  low 
wages, l i k e  minimum wage a t  $5 /hr .  (Now 
$5.50) .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  a f t c r  people  have swa 
llowed t h e i r  p r i d e  6 app l i ed  t o  crummy 
jobs ,  t h e y  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  wai t -  
i ng  l i s t .  I p e r s o n a l l y  know of  s e v e r a l  
young, educated,  able-bodied women, unablc 
t o  g e t  jobs  E on wel fare .  More E more, 
people who b e n e f i t t e d  from t h e  economy i n  
t h e  p a s t  a r c  being l e f t  behind by i t .  Ove 
90% of t h e  jobs  i n  t h e  Lower Mainland a r e  
s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  E pay between 6  t o  8 bucks 
an hour. 

Concurrent t o  t h i s  l a r g e r  economic p i c t -  
u r e ,  t h e  p a s t  g o v t t  s y s t e m i c a l l y  en t rench .  
ed p o l i t i c s  E l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  disempower. 
cd t h e  powerless .  FCA E a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is  
bo th  r a c i s t  E c l a s s i s t  i n  t h a t  " ch i ld  pro-  
t e c t i o n "  i s  p r a c t i s e d  almost  s o l e l y  on lor 
income f a m i l i e s  E p a r t i c u l a r l y  on Native 
people.  Young people have no cho ice  about  
t h e i r  l i v e s  E no say  i n  where t h e y  want t c  
l i v e .  
Conversely, t h e  Act is  p r a c t i s e d  almost 

s o l e l y  on low income f a m i l i e s  i n  c a s e s  of 
a b u s p  This  l eaves  non-low income c h i l d r e r  
vu lne rab l e  t o  abuse.  

The f a r  reaching  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  
p o l i c y  E r a m i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  c u l t u r a l  geno- 
c ide ,  fami ly  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  i nc reased  pover-  
t y ,  i nc reased  i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l  pove r ty ,  
increased  c h i l d  pover ty  & hunger. Poor 
k i d s  o f  a l l  c u l t u r e s  d i e  more o f t e n  t han  
non-poor k id s .  

This  Review Panel must show l e a d e r s h i p  i r  
recommending t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  govern- 
ment show l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t u r n i n g  t h i s  
" t rendt1  around. The same kind o f  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  t h e  g o v ' t  showed i n  s topp ing  fo rced  
employment of  s i n g l e  p a r e n t s  on we l f a r e  E 
funding t h e  hungry k i d s  program (2 of ELP 
campaigns). 

FLAWS f e a r  t h a t  communities w i l l  be  exp- 
ec t ed  t o  s h a r e  t h e  b i r d e n  of  change with- 
out  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  E funding r equ i r ed  t o  do 
t h e  work. FLAWS know what i t  - a s  t o  be 
overworked E under-resourced.  We urge  t h e  
g o v t t  t o  fund a l l  community groups t h a t  
a r e  f i g h t i n g  t o  end pover ty  G t o  s t o p  t h e  
co rpo ra t e  agenda. 

Child pove r ty  is  caused by a d u l t  poverty.  
You do no t  r e l i e v e  c h i l d  pove r ty  by rcmov- 
ing c h i l d r e n  from t h e i r  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s .  
What i s  misperceived a s  "abuse G n e g l e c t u  
is  o f t e n  r e a l l y  pover ty .  A c h i l d ' s  c l o t h e s  
may be  t a t t e r e d  because a p a r e n t  does no t  
have money f o r  new ones.  A c h i l d  may be  
hungry because we l f a r e  r a t e s  a r e  inadequal-- 
t e .  A c h i l d  may seem d e j e c t e d  & f a i n t  6 
dysfunct iona l  because of  hunger. I f  t h i s  
is abuse, i t ' s  abuse by t h e  government, 
l o t  by t h e  p a r e n t .  

h i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  of  l e g i s l a t i v e  change: 

A l l  changes should be  cons idered  i n  t h e  
l i g h t  t h a t  p o v e r t y  is  a  form of  sys temic  
~ p p r e s s i o n  i n  a p a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i e t y  t h a t  ) 
l eva lues  women E c h i l d r e n ,  E a l l  c u l t u r e s  
~ u t  t h e  dominant one. 
For example, many women 6 c h i l d r e n  a r e  

3oor because s e p a r a t i o n  from a  male p a r t -  
l e r ,  o r  because women's work is  n o t  valued 
in t h e  home o r  i n  t h e  workplace E is  poor- 
ly  pa id  o r  n o t  pa id  a t  a l l .  I f  women go t  
iecent  incomes f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  k inds  o f  
iork women do, pove r ty  would no t  b e  such 
5 gender  & race-skewed i s s u e .  But it is. 
Women need enough income t o  c a r e  f o r  our-  
e l v e s  E c h i l d r e n ,  d e s p i t e  o u r  r e l a t i o n -  
h i p s  t o  " s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r s . "  Poverty i s  
o t  should no t  be  a reason  t o  d i s r u p t  
a m i l i e s .  Reducing pove r ty  w i l l  reduce t h e  
eed f o r  c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n .  Inadequate i n -  
omes a r e  l e g i s l a t e d .  

he re fo re ,  FLAlVs recommend t o  t h e  provinc-  
a1 government t h a t :  

) Welfare r a t e s  ( c u r r e n t l y  40 t o  60% of 
t h e  pover ty  l i n e )  be i nc reased  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  pove r ty  l i n e .  (MSS) 

) Minimum wages be  i nc reased  t o  $9.05/hr  
o r  122% o f  t h e  pove r ty  l i n e  (Min. Labour) 

) Women's work, bo th  domest ic  E i n  t h e  
workplace, be recompensed f o r  work of 
equal  v a l u e .  

8 



d) t h e  Min i s t ry  adopt t h e  phi losophy t h a t  
s o c i a l  assistance i s  t o  ensure  s t a b i l i t y  
& h e l p  maximize t h e  wellbeing of persons  
i n  need & t o  r e l i e v e  pover ty ,  s u f f e r i n g  
& n e g l e c t  

e )  change t o  p reven t ion  model of  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e s  v s .  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
F, e s c a l a t i o n  model. 

In l i g h t  of  t h i s  overview'FLAWs recommend 
t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  G l e g i s l a t i o n  of 
Family Child Se rv i ce s  & I~iconic Ass i s t ance :  

a )  r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  d e f i n i -  
t i o n s  of fami ly  6 c h i l d ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ;  

b)  be f a i r l y  & j u s t l y  admins t ra ted  s o  t h a t  
a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  abuse s i t u a t i o n s  d e s p i t e  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s '  incomes, b e n e f i t  from 
p r o t e c t i o n  & s o  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  desp- 
i t e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s '  incomes, a r e  no t  a t  
r i s k  f o r  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  means; 

c )  ensure  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t  t o  advocacy 
throughout  any p r o c e s i  a f f e c t i n g  them; 

1 d)  i n c r e a s e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s '  wel fa re  r a t e s  
r e sou rces  & suppor t  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  l ev -  

3 e l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ;  
e )  suppor t  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e i r  c h i l d -  

r e n ' s  e x t r a  needs,  l i k e  school  p r o j e c t s '  
funding s o  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  wi th  n a t u r a l  
p a r e n t s  a r e  no t  punished f o r  t h e i r  pa r -  
e n t ' s  pover ty  by missing d a y t r i p s  o r  ex- - 
t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ;  

f )  suppor t  p a r e n t s ;  p a r e n t s  know what t hey  
need. When p a r e n t s  ask f o r  something t h e  
Min i s t ry  should r e s p e c t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  6 
t r y  t o  accommodate them; 

g)  s t o p  p e n a l i z i n g  p a r e n t s  so  t h a t  t hey  
a r e  a f r a i d  t o  ask  f o r  anyth ing  l e s t  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  be taken  away; 

h) d e l i n e a t e  c h i l d  apprehension d u t i e s  
from suppor t  d u t i e s  sol  t h a t  p a r e n t s  can 
speak f r e e l y  of  t h e i r  needs without  f e a r  
of  l o s i n g  c h i l d r e n  f o r  needs caused by 
pover ty ,  such a s  more income & s a f e r  
housing; 

i )  remove ( 6  en fo rce  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r s  
f o r )  non-parent  abusers  i n s t e a d  of r e -  
moving c h i l d r e n ;  

j )  p rovide  p reven t ive  s e r v i c e s  f o r  pa ren t s  
i . e .  b e t t e r  incomes, home c a r e ,  s o c i a l  
housing,  c h i l d c a r e ,  a cces s  t o  educa t ion  
of  cho ice ,  s o c i a l  worker f o r  p a r e n t ' s  
needs,  e t c . ;  

k) make it e a s i e r  f o r  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  t o  
g e t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  back once apprehen- 
s i o n  has  occurred .  Do t h i s  by not  tak ing  
away b e n e f i t s  4 s o c i a l  housing whilc 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  s t i l l  removed a s  temporary 
o rde r .  Ensure t h a t  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  w i l l  
bc  a b l c  t o  g e t  adequate housing 6 in-  
comes a s  a  cond i t i on  of  g e t t i n g  t h c r r  
c h i l d r e n  back. This  would be much more 

r e a l i s t i c  G c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  than  most 
pa ren t ing  s k i l l s  programs t h a t  do not  
t a k e  i n t o  account t h e  economic condi t ion  
o f  f a m i l i e s ;  

1) s t r eaml ine  t h e  Minis t ry  so  t h a t  I A  and 
FCS work more c l o s e l y  t o  b e n e f i t  c h i l d  & 
fami ly .  cg. f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  needs 
d i s c r e t i o n  from s o c i a l  worker, o r  s o c i a l  
worker needs c a p a b i l i t y  t o  admin i s t r a t e  
funds;  

n) r eve r se  t h e  nega t ive  e f f e c t s  of  re -org-  
a n i s a t i o n ,  computer iza t ion  & p r i v a t i s a -  
t ion;  

1) g i v e  more d i s c r e t i o n  t o  f r o n t l i n e  work- 
e r s  i n  Min i s t ry  & a l l  departments  so  
t h a t  d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  f a m i l i e s  can be 
made 6 appealed quick1y;d 

1) apprehension & reunion i s s u e s  should be 
d e a l t  wi th  a t  a  t r i b u n a l  t h a t  i s  f a s t  E 
f a i r .  

These a r e  j u s t  some of t h e  recommenda- 
t i o n s  t h a t  FLAWS b e l i e v e  w i l l  a l l e v i a t e  
the  "poverty, s u f f c r i n g  6 neg lec t "  t h a t  
mmcn & c h i l d r e n  on we l f a r e  endure. 

L e t ' s  go back t o  Mary, o u r  ca se  sample. 
L e t ' s  imagine f o r  a  minute a  Minis t ry  t h a t  
c a r e s  about  people  6 s e e  what t h e  p i c t u r e  
could look l i k e  wi th  t h e  rec~mmended chan- 
Ees i n  p l a c e :  When Mary f i n d s  o u t  t h a t  h e r  
p a r t n e r  has  been abusing h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  she  
c a l l s  t h e  Minis t ry .  The Minis t ry  immediate- 
l y  removes t h e  abuser  & en fo rces  h i s  rem- 
oval  u n t i l  such time a s  a  t r i a l  can be 
arranged.  Mary i s  sad about t h e  abuse, bu t  
not  despe ra t e .  Her income a s s i s t a n c e ,  no 
longe r  40 t o  60% of  t h e  pover ty  l i n e ,  a l l -  
ows h e r  t o  r a i s e  h e r  c h i l d r e n  autonomously. 
She & t h e  c h i l d r e n  remain t o g e t h e r  & g e t  
counse l l i ng  o f  t h e i r  choice through t h e  
Min i s t ry  t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  abuse. Mary's 
s o c i a l  housing t e n u r e  means t h a t  h e r  home 
l i f e  is n o t  d i s r u p t e d  except  t h a t  t h e  ab- 



u s e r  i s  removed, not  h e r  ch i ld ren .  The 
c h i l d r e n ' s  grandmother moves i n  wi th  t h e  
fami ly  t o  h e l p  ou t .  Soc ia l  housing approv- 
e s  of t h i s  6 even provides b e t t e r  accomod- 
a t i o n  so  t h a t  t h i s  can happen. One of  
Mary's k i d s  has  a job a t  McDonald's. Her 
income of $9.05/hr he lps  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  s t a -  
b i l i t y .  Mary & h e r  f ami ly  a r e  recover ing  & 
looking t o  t h e i r  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

The c u r r e n t  government E Minis t ry  has  
t h e  power t o  he lp  Mary & h e r  c h i l d r e n  & 
a l l  people on wel fare  have a  b e t t e r  l i f e ,  
i n s t ead  of  i nc reas ing  s u f f e r i n g  & pover ty  
a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  does. I t  j u s t  needs t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t o  do i t .  The government 
has  t o  s t a r t  wi th  h ighe r  we l f a re  r a t e s  & 
more support  f o r  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s .  

Thank you f o r  l i s t e n i n g .  
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we a r e  i s  a  l i n k  i n  a chain. Now, t h e  ans- 
wer i s  simply th3.t we a r e  l i n k i n g  wi th  
s e n i o r s  t o  bu i ld  our community. How? 

By providing means, resources ,  mutual 
support i n  Downtown Eas ts ide  h o t e l s  i n  o r -  
de r  t o  bu i ld  a b e t t e r  community. 

So f a r  we have helped people organize  a  
door check in  one h o t e l  and we a l s o  have 
helped people organize  community rooms, 
put  on co f fee  a  couple of days a week and 
have c o l l e c t i v e  meals i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l aces .  

How do we do t h i s ?  By g e t t i n g  t o  know 
people who l i v e  i n  a  p l ace  and working 
with them around t h e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e i r  b u i l -  
ding and i n  t h e i r  community. 

Sometimes we r e n t  a room f o r  people i n  a  
h o t e l  t o  use  a s  a community space and o f f -  
e r  them co f fee  and t o a s t .  That way, we ge t  
t o  know who i s  around and they  g e t  t o  know 
about us  and what we can do toge the r .  

In one p l ace  people confronted t h e  h o t e l  
management about t h e  way t h i n g s  were f a l l -  
ing a p a r t  and a f t e r  a  b i g  f i g h t ,  forced  
them t o  do something about i t .  

They a l s o  got  a  $7800 g r a n t  f o r  t h e i r  
group t o  do a c t i v i t i e s  and keep a communi- 
t y  room. Another group i n  a  h o t e l  a l s o  got  
a  g ran t  f o r  t h e  same th ing .  

This j u s t  shows what people can do when 
they  work toge the r .  

I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  doing something 
l i k e  t h i s  i n  your bu i ld ing  o r  if you would 
l i k e  t o  vo lun tee r  f o r  Neighbourhood Help- 
e r s ,  p l ease  c a l l  u s  a t  254-6207. 

I enjoy my work and I hope t h a t  i n  my 
s e n i o r  days you a r e  t h e r e  t o  h e l p .  . 

By PAUL ROY 
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blathematics, Philosophy E R e a l i t y  

In l i g h t  of r ecen t  s t a t i s t i c s  showing 
t h e  drop-out r a t e  of h igh  school  s t u d e n t s  
t o  be  approaching 30% a t  a  t ime,  when t h e  
government is encouraging s t u d e n t s  t o  e n t -  
e r  h igh  t e c h  f i e l d s  which r e q u i r e  math 
s k i l l s ,  I am convinced t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  
phi losophy which goes hand i n  hand with 
math i s  t augh t ,  t h e  drop-out  r a t e  w i l l  i n -  
c r ea se  . 

Let me quote Rene Desca r t e s . .  . 
"When I  f i r s t  app l i ed  my mind t o  mathema- 

t i c s  I  read  s t r a i t  away most of what i s  
given by mathematical w r i t e r s  6 I  paid 
s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a r i t h m e t i c  & geometry 
because t hey  were . sa id  t o  be t h e  s imples t  
and, s o  t o  speak, t h e  way t o  a l l  t h e  r e s t .  
But i n  n e i t h e r  ca se  d i d  I  meet with author3 
who f u l l y  s a t i s f i e d  me. I  d i d  indeed l e a r n  
i n  t h e i r  works many p r o p o s i t i o n s  about num- 
be r s ,  which I found i n  my c a l c u l a t i o n s  t o  . be  t r u e .  A s  t o  f i g u r e s ,  t hey  i n  a  sense  ex- 
h i b i t e d  t o  my eyes  a  g r e a t  number of t r u t h ?  
of  which I had drawn conclus ions  from c e r t -  
a i n  consequences. But t h e y  d id  not  seem t o  
make ';a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t l y  p l a i n  t o  t h e  mind 
i t s e l f  why t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  so  & how they  
d iscovered  them. Consequently I  was no t  
t oo  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  many people of  t a l e n t  & 
scho la r sh ip  should,  a f t e r  g lanc ing  a t  these 

, sc iences ,  have g iven  them up a s  being empt) 
c h i l d i s h ,  d i f f i c u l t  & i n t r i c a t e . . t h e r e f o r e  
being d e t e r r e d  a t  t h e  ve ry  o u t s e t  from 
l e a r n i n g  them. But when I  a f te rward  be- 

thought  myself how it could be t h a t  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  p ionee r s  of phi losophy i n  bygone 
ages,  who refused t o  admit anyone t o  t h e  
s tudy  of wisdom who was not  nursed i n  t h e  
s tudy  of  mathematics, I was confirmed i n  my 
susp i c ion  t h a t  t hey  had knowledge of a  
s p e c i e s  o f  mathematics very d i f f e r e n t  from 
t h a t  which pas se s  c u r r e n t  i n  o u r  time." 

H i s  words here  a r e  on of  t h e  premises of 
my b e l i e f  t h a t  without  t h e  philosophy of 
math being t augh t  a t  high school  l e v e l  many 
g i f t e d  mathematicians w i l l  simply g ive  up 
i n  t h e i r  search  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  of  math. 

Another philosopher/mathematician, Bert-  
rand Russe l l ,  s a i d :  

f lMa thema t i~s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  which we 
never  know what we a r e  t a l k i n g  about nor  
what we a r e  saying i s  t r u e . "  

, 'Ever s i n c e  t h e  dawn o f  phi losophy t h e r e  
has been a  ph i lo soph ica l  enigma which has 
a g i t a t e d  t h e  most enqu i r ing  of minds, and 
t h a t  i s  how can i t  b e  t h a t  mathematics, 
being merely concepts  & i deas  which a r e  i n -  
dependent of sensory  pe rcep t ion ,  be s o  app- 
r o p r i a t e l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o b j e c t s  of r e a l i t y .  
Alber t  E i n s t e i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could not  
have j u s t i f i e d  h i s  s p e c i a l  t heo ry  of r e l a t -  
i v i t y  without  t h e  deep r e f l e c t i o n  upon t h i s  
ph i lo soph ica l  enigma and he j u s t i f i e d  it 
with two s ta tements :  "As f a r  a s  t h e  propos- 
i t i o n s  o f  mathematics r e f e r  t o  r e a l i t y  they  
a r e  n o t  c e r t a i n  and a s  f a r  a s  t hey  a r e  ce r -  
t a i n  t h e y  do no t  r e f e r  t o  r e a l i t y . "  

Bounce t h a t  around i n  your c r a n i a l  ma t t e r  

- 
e e  t h e  man wi th  t h e  h a i r y  arms 

s e e  t h e  man i n  t h e  yellow t ank  t o p  
s e e  a l l  t h e  hordes  at  t h e  beach 

a t  t h e  nex t  bus s t o p  
l e t  me o u t a  h e r e  
t a k e  me t o  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  
l l lowerfl  animals  r u l e  
t h e  non domest ica ted  f a b r i c a t e d  non f o o l s  

i I t a k e  me t o  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  
I I "lowerf1 animals  r u l e  
I E where i s e e  more of them l e s s  of t h o s e  l i k e  me 

s t r e n g t h  of  mountain f l u i d i t y  o f  s e a  
b e f o r e  t h e  "advancedf1 h i g h e r  b r i g h t e r  ones 

; lg d e s t r o y  a l l  t h i s  
i wanna en joy  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  joy 
p l a y f u l n e s s  and b l i s s  

Tim Kirk 



Yes 
GORD ELIAS I S  D O I N G  A GREAT J O B :  

No ? 

He's  w e l l  worth t h e  h igh  s a l a r y  t h e  c i t -  
i z ens  of Canada pay him, i s n ' t  he?.. .He 
provides  a  ve ry  s k i l l f  u l  s e r v i c e ,  doesn ' t 
he? I n  ca se  you d o n ' t  know who I ' m  t a l k -  
i n g  about ,  i t ' s  P o l i c e  Cons tab le  Gord E l i -  
a s  t o  you, budk'v! 

This  guy e x p l a i n s  away any & a l l  wrong- 
doing o r  apparen t  wrongdoing by h i s  "B&- 
t h e r  o f f i c e r s " .  . .your v a l i a n t  p o l i c e  f o r c e  
whom Gord r e f e r s  t o  a s  "members"...members 
of what you might a s k ( ? ) .  . .well . ,  members 
of "The Force" (of cou r se ] .  

Yes, Gord is  a p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r t .  , 

Your c o o l  gov ' t  f i n d s  t h a t  h i s  c o o l  unruf-  
f l e d  manner & s p a r e  no-nonsense way of 
dea l i ng  wi th  p u b l i c  percept  i o n  can s u b t l y  
d e f l e c t  any emotional  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  sit- 
u a t i o n ,  & a l though we may no t  c a r r y  t h e  
v i c t i m ' s  m e n t a l i t y  w i th  u s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
we a r e  subj-ect  t o  random v i c t i m i z a t i o n  by 
well-paid p o l i c e  m e n t a l i t i e s ,  a r e  we no t ?  
And though I may a t  t imes  c o n t r a d i c t  my- 
s e l f ,  t hose  m e n t a l i t i e s  do c a r r y  loaded 

0  C i t i z e n s  of Canada, t hey  come wi th  an- 
r y  t e e t h  t o  chew your f a c e  o f f  f o r  t h e  
, r e a t e r  g l o r y  of p r o t e c t e d  p rope r ty  v a l u e s .  

But you f o r g e t  about  i t ,  don ' t  you? M i s -  
e r  & Missus proud Canadian; you remember 
h a t  w e l l  p r o t e c t e d . . . &  Gord E l i a s  
s doing a  g r e a t  j o b ,  i s n ' t  he?  
But t h e n  t h e r e ' s  something even Gord El- 

a s  may n o t  unders tand ,  o r  e a s i l y  e x p l a i n  
way. . . When c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  b reak  o u t  
n  Mis t e r  Roger 's  Neighbourhood, t h e  good 
i t i z e n s  a r e  a s  t e r r i f i e d  of t h e  p o l i c e  a s  
hey a r e  of  t h e  c r i m i n a l s .  

When i t  g e t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  no one i n  
h e i r  r i g h t  mind can t r u s t  a  cop . . .  A s  it 
s today i n  many of ou r  f i n e  Canadian 
~eighbourhoods a c r o s s  t h i s  g r e a t  l and  of 
urs ( t h e i r s ? ) ,  we may f i n d  t h a t  people  
legin t o  communicate w i th  t h e i r  l o c a l  c r i -  
~ i n a l s . .  . Yes, Cord - w e t r e  t a l k i n g  c r imi-  
~ a l s  - t h o s e  somewhat deranged but  honest  
~ r o d u c t s  of c l o s e t  f a s c i s t  s o c i e t y  whose , 

, k i l l f u l  a r t s  & n a s t y  d i s p o s i t i o n  enab l e  
hem t o  l i v e  o f f  t h e  a v a i l s  of o t h e r s . .  . 
sounds l i k e  a p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  c a p i t a l i s m  
o  me). 

Topdog might even have t o  band t oge the r  
r i th  Underdog f o r  mutual  p r o t e c t i o n  from a  
: l o s e t  f a s c i s t  p o l i c e  f o r c e  p r o t e c t e d  by 
u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  . .sound r i d i c u l o u s  Gord? 
laybe. But i t  wouldn't  be t h e  f i r s t  t ime  
;uch a  r e v e r s a l  of a l l e g i a n c e  became nec- 
!ssary f o r  s u r v i v a l .  

Meanwhile . . .  t h e r e  a r e  maniacs ou t  t h e r e  
; l i c i n g  women's bod i e s  up & s e r v i n g  them 
1s aph rodes i ac s ,  bo th  l i t e r a l l y  & f i g u r a -  
i v e l y ,  and we a l l  know t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n  

lust  keep a  happy how-are-ya g r i n  on i t s  
'ace f o r  u n i t y ' s  s a k e ,  d o n ' t  we? 

F 
The u n i t e d  b e a s t  of Kakanada goes whis t -  

. ing happy-go-lucky t unes  down t h e  long 
lamp c o r r i d o r s  of h i s t o r y  ... hi-ho, hi-ho, 
. t ' s  o f f  t o  work we g o . . .  

TORA 



E d i t o r ,  
The time has come t o  s e r i o u s l y  eva lua t e  

our  approach t o  t h e  "drug problem. 
S t r e e t  gangs p r o l i f e r a t e  & prospe r  from 

t r a d e  i n  i l l i c i t  d rugs .  Vio len t  crime has 
r i s e n  60% i n  t h e  l a s t  15 years .  We w i t -  
n e s s  s en t ences  of 5 yea r s  more f o r  grow- 
ing mari juana while  murder (marislaughter) 
r o u t i n e l y  g e t s  l e s s .  The p o l i c e  can no 
longer  respond meaningful ly t o  an a r r a y  
of  o f f e n s e s  t h a t  a r e  termed s o f t  crime i n -  
c luding  t h e f t ,  while  pursu ing  t h e i r  a s s -  
a u l t  on drugs.  They a r c ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  
i n e f f e c t u a l  a g a i n s t  extremely p reda to ry  & 
v i o l e n t  c r imina l s ,  l a r g e l y  due t o  l ack  of  
r e sou rces ,  while  h igh - l eve l  drug ope ra t -  
i ons  command s o p h i s t i c a t e d  & immensely ex- 
pens ive ,  aound-the-clock s u r v e i l l a n c e  
f o r  months at a  t ime.  The RCMP r e p o r t  75% 
of ou r  c r imina l  law enforcement e f f o r t  i s  
drug r e l a t e d .  

. This quagmire t h a t  is  drug enforcement 
i s  a l s o  impact ing ou r  i n d i v i d u a l  freedoms. 
Some p r o t e c t i o n s  of  o u r  Cha r t e r ,  such a s  

, t h e  requirement  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  have 
"reasonable & probable grounds" be fo re  un- 
de r t ak ing  va r ious  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  an i n d i -  
vidual,  have been g u t t e d  (Granv i l l e  Mall 
Ruling, Supreme Court of Canada) a s  t h e  
j u d i c i a l  system r e a c t s  t o  t h e  drug p rob l -  
em. A s  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  expand t h e i r  e f f -  
o r t s  i n t o  'demand s i d e  enforcement '  (drug 
consumers), we wi tnes s  va r ious  s t r a t e g i e s  
t o  i n s t i t u t e  random drug  t e s t i n g .  

We a r e  t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  appearing 
on t h e i r  own TV s p e c i a l  (Northwest Crack- 
down) seeking  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  drug  b u s t  a s  
en ter ta inment ,  whi le  imploring u s  t o  t u r n  
i n  o u r  neighbours.  We're t o l d  we're  e i t h e r  
p a r t  of t h e  s o l u t i o n  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  prob- 
lem; anyone f a i l i n g  t o  h e l p  p o l i c e  i den t -  
i f y  u s e r s  dea l e r s - -pa r t  o f  t h e  problem. 

The unde rc l a s s  i s  being c r imina l i zed  
by t h e  p r e s e n t  drug p r o h i b i t i o n  p o l i c y .  
An ' u s  a g a i n s t  them' a t t i t u d e  i s  evolv ing  
t h a t  has developed t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  peo- 
p l e  a r e  r o u t i n e l y  bea t en  & sometimes s h o t  
by enforcement personnel  as t h e y  conduct 
t h e i r  WAR ON DRUGS. 

The more wel l -of f  have come t o  view t h e  
unde rc l a s s  as an unsavory segment of soc- 
i e t y ,  a  t h r e a t  t o  them pe r sona l ly ;  t hey  
a r e  no longer  concerned wi th  c o r r e c t i n g  

s o c i a l  & cconomic problems t h a t  a f f e c t  
'have-nots ' .  This  has  extended t o  t a c i t l y  
endorsing v io l ence  a s  a  law enforcement 
t o o l  (demonstrated by t h e  Rodney King ve r -  
d i c t )  & o u r  own Crown p rosecu to r s  r e f u s a l  
t o  l a y  a s s a u l t  charges  a g a i n s t  o f f i c e r s  
video-taped bea t ing  I-iau Zhang. Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  u s u a l l y  consumed by a n t i c s  
i n  3rd  World d i c t a t o r s h i p s .  r e c e n t l y  c i t -  
ed t h i s  ou t r age ,bu t  t h i s  natable3acE has 
Gecn t r e a t e d  a s  a  non-event by t h e  media. ' 

This s i t u a t i o n ,  evolving out  of  t h e  pro- 
h i b i t i o n  of  i l l i c i t  d rugs ,  should cause 
reasonable  people t o  ques t ion  t h e  p re sen t  
approach & explore  a l t e r n s t i v e s .  David Su- 
zuki ,  on h i s  TV program, presented  a  comp- 
e l l i n g  ca se  f o r  decrimina12.zat ion,  show- 
ing  how i n  Europe t h e y  d id  t h i s  E removed 
t h e  p r o f i t  a spec t  from i l l i c i t  drugs.  The 
c r imina l  l i f e s t y l e  was removed wi th  drama- 
t i c  r e s u l t s .  

I t ' s  t ime we asked ou r se lves  whether t h e  
cu re  has no t  proven t o  be  f a r  worse than  
t h e  d i s e a s e ?  Has t h e  WAR ON DRUGS become 
a  WAR ON THE UNDERCLASS? 

By STUART MEfWE 

The o n l y  men t ion  o f  Amnes ty ' s  conce rn  
was i n  t h e  Sun o n  Wed. 22 J u l y .  Meade 
checked  d a i l y  t h r u  S a t u r d a y  ... n o t  a 
w h i s p e r .  A l s o  n o  e d i t o r i a l s  i n  t h e  Sun 
o r  P r o v i n c e . . n o  TV o r  r a d i o  cove rage .  
l l P o s s i b l y  a ca l l  t o  Haysom, t h e  S u n ' s  
p u b l i s h e r ,  would b e  i n  o r d e r .  Haysom 
h a s  a c t i v e l y  s o l i c i t e d  p u b l i c  i n p u t  
s i n c e  h i s  t a k e o v e r  f rom h i s  p r e d e c e s s -  
o r  H i l l .  T h e r e  h a s n ' t  even  been an ed -  
i t o r i a l  i n  e i t h e r  paper i n  4 d a y s .  
They are a l l  s o  conce rned  w i t h  escala- 
t i n g  pol ice  b r u t a l i t y  b u t  c l o s e  r a n k s  
w i t h  t he  p o w e r s - t h a t - b e  when Amnesty 
c i t e s  u s  . I 1  



A s  I  s i t  h e r e  i n  t h c  Park 
t h ink ing  of a  m i l l i o n  t h i n g s  

"Time cannot steal 
the treasures 

we carry in our hearts. " : 

Words of l a s t  year ,  r e f l e c t e d  on t h i s  
yeqk, a s  ano the r  summer pas se s  wi th  no 
Access t o  t h e  park  f o r  people w i th  a  
d i s a b i l i t y ,  i. e .  whee lcha i r ,  a i d  o f  a  
cane o r  hear t '  problcms. 

With t h e  h e l p  of a  motorized c h a i r  I  
am a b l e  t o  c r u i s e  ove r  t o  t h c  park and 
experience t h e  peace 6 s e r e n i t y  t h a t  I  
need. 

How much longer  w i l l  ou r  people  havc 
t o  s i t ,  i n  t h e i r  apar tments ,  homes f o r  
s c n i o r s  ... and s t a r e  a t  f o u r  wa l l s ?  

C P R ,  P o r t s  Canada 6 both  Gordons a t  
C i t y  Hal l  seem t o  no t  t a k e  u s  s e r i o u s l y  
about ou r  needs. I  b e l i e v e  we a r e  going 
t o  have t o  l e t  them know we mean bus i -  
ne s s .  We need t o  s t a r t  some ACTION. 

I'm t i r e d  of t a l k i n g ,  w r i t i n g  and 
wai t ing  . Marg a1.e t 

I hea r  t hose  b l a s t e d  t r a i n s  
sc reeching  something awful 

The p r o p e l l o r s  t u r n i n g  on a  
chopper going o f f  t o  i t ' s  

next  d e s t i n a t i o n  

L i s t en ,  t h e r e ' s  ano the r  p lane  
landing ,  while  ano the r  one 
t a k e s  o f f  t o  God knows where 

The seabus ha s  landed wi th  a  
f u l l  load ,  and soon w i l l  be  o f f  

t o  North Vancouver 

A s i s t e r  s h i p  has  blown i t s  
horn t o  l e t  everyone know 

she  w i l l  be  l e av ing  soon 

The g u l l s  a r e  f l y i n g  overhead, 
looking  f o r  t h e i r  nex t  meal 

A s  t h e  wind whisks through t h e  
park,  making t h e  t r e e s  s i n g ,  
t h e  diamonds g l i t t e r  on t h e  

water  and t h e  g r a s s  dance t o  
a b e a u t i f u l  tune .  A s  it smothers  
my body wi th  coolness ,  a s  t h e  

sun b e a t s  down 

A s  t h e  day winds down, t h e  
sound of l a u g h t e r  and peacefu l  

f e e l i n g s  f a d e  away, t o  t h e  n i g h t  
of many d i f f e r e n t  sounds. 

Margaret 



Poems 
by Eric Trethewey 

A Student Speaks of Companions 

It was noon, I was talking to a friend 
when the soldiers came. For no reason 
they beat me. put a hood over my head. 
Not to know where we were going in the back 
of that truck was frightening, or why 
they stripped my clothes when we arrived. 
They left me there for hours, blindfolded, 
arms tied behind my back. And when 
they returned, still no one spoke. 
I was led out to another place, so silent 
when we got there I could hear them breathing 
all around as they strapped me 
to a metal bedspring without a mattress- 
the toaster, they called it-and turned 
the current on. That wasn't all. 
They used the picurla too, bragging 
that it was their invention, a new honour 
for our country. All of them laughed 
at the one who said this. They clamped 
electrodes to my head, my scrotum, 
screamed curses and beat me until I smelled 
their sweat. I discovered that pain 
can always increase, that always 
there is someone willing to make it. 
For months I was tied and blindfolded. 
There was nothing to see, nothing to hear, 
no one to talk with. Always there was 
pain, even when the torture stopped- 
mostly in my shoulders from being tied 
so long. It was my only company. We waited 
alone together every day for the next session. 
Only once, for a short time, I was put 
in a room with another, bound and gagged 
like me. We communicated secretly 
by clicking fingernails. It had 
a simple meaning: you are not alone. 

I 
1 Looking through t h e  window, 
I A p r e t t y  l ady  was seen 

Laughing and s ing ing  happ i ly  
Where has  t h e  lady  been? 

hndrew Pun I1 

a l i t t l e  poem 
- 

We had a n i c e  poem c l a s s  today 
I t  was j u s t  l i k e  a wonderful poem. 
I t  reminded m e  of t h e  t ime  when I was young 
I t  i s n ' t  t oo  l a t e  t o  l e a r n .  

Alex Guo 

Today I l e a rned  a new s t y l e  t o  w r i t e ,  
This  t augh t  me always t o  use  my i n s i g h t  
There i s  a neve r  ending l ea rn ing  process  
Today's p o e t r y  c l a s s  pu t  me t o  t h e  t e s t .  

Mart y Lucas 

1 

Wandering among t h e  v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e  Museum, 
Standing be fo re  t h e  po l e s  
And l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  guide,  
Ca l l i ng  my memory back t o  t h e  o ld  t imes .  

Carmen Guo 

A long t h r e a d  can n o t  be c u t  away 
Because t h i s  t h r e a d  i s  mixed i n  a b a l l ,  
I s  it j u s t  l i k e  a sorrow of  f a r ewe l l ?  
There i s  much h u r t  t h a t  my h e a r t  i s  f e e l i n g  

Shang Liao 

Ditch 

No more than a runnel 
of brownish liquid, iridescent 
with oil. Scum at the edge 
where a wrapper of some sort- 
red paper, blurred logo-- 
is half-submerged, bobbing 
in the current, deeper now 
than any meaning intended 
by its makers. It reminds me 
of empty cigarette packets 
we scoured the roadsides for 
as children, tramping 
those rural miles, hoping 

to find change, a large bill 
from someone's pocket 
wedged in a seam. And it's 
the way I am still, on this day, 
rain falling steadily, 
and nothing to lift me. 
On the bank, a cluster 
of pale blue flowers 
that I haven't noticed before, 
can't name, rises up, holds 
the light-how difficult 
each day can be without 
small gifts that brighten 
our merely human lives. 



Ju ly  8 ,  Wednesday. . .cloudy. 
Yesterday, Constance, my new t e a c h e r ,  

suggested t h a t  wc p r a c t i s e  o u r  English by 
w r i t i n g  a  j ou rna l .  I t  i s  a  good idea .  

I am s t i l l  keeping my mother ' s  d i a r y  of 
more than t e n  yea r s .  She wrote  c o n s t a n t l y  
from 1965 up t o  t h e  day she  f i n a l l y  l e f t  
h e r  home and d i ed  i n  h o s p i t a l  n i n e  yea r s  
ago. 

For me, I had given up such a  hobby a l -  
most h a l f  a  c en tu ry  ago. Because, t o  
w r i t e  down some words t o  exp re s s  your  
t h ink ing  during war t ime was r e a l l y  a  
dangerous t h i n g  t o  do, e s p e c i a l l y  when 
your homeland was occupied by agg re s so r s .  

Living i n  a  count ry  wi thout  freedom and 
democracy, one i s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a  miscar-  
r i a g e  of  j u s t i c e  through e x p l i c i t  w r i t i n g .  
There were s o  many famous w r i t e r s  i n  Chi- 
na  who had been put  i n  j a i l  o r  k i l l e d .  I n  
my memory, dur ing  the  Mao e ra ,  one of them 
l o s t  h i s  freedom f o r  a  long  t ime j u s t  be- 
cause he wrote down one l i n e  i n  h i s  jour -  
n a l :  "I am s o r r y  f o r  I have l o s t  my 'Can- 
non' ." They d id  n o t  c a r e  t h a t  hc was j u s t  
t a l k i n g  about a  ches s  game. 

In my opinion,  t h e  j ou rna l  i s  no t  j u s t  
a  record  of o n e ' s  l i f e .  The most va luab l e  
func t i on  of  t h e  journa l  i s  t h a t  one can, 
without  l i m i t a t i o n ,  g i v e  f u l l  p l a y  t o  
o n e ' s  f e e l i n g s  and f r e e l y  w r i t e  down any 
i deas  t h a t  one may have. That i s  why s o  
many famous and s u c c e s s f u l  j o u r n a l s  r e -  
main i n  t h e  world. I have seen t h e  movie 
adapted by Anne Frank ' s  j o u r n a l ,  t h a t  
l e f i  me wi th  a  deep ??, moving impress ion .  

The ground undernea th  my f e e t  i s  moving 
and t he  water  be s ide  me i s  always running. 
., Now I am l i v i n g  i n  Canada, a  peace fu l  
n a t i o n  wi th  freedom. Even though I  am an 
o l d  man and do not  have t oo  much t ime 
l e f t ,  I t h ink  I  w i l l  t r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
Constance 's  sugges t ion .  

J u l y  9 ,  Thursday..  .sunny. 
To p r a c t i s e  ou r  Engl i sh  today ,  Constan- 

c e  asked u s  t o  use  f i f t e e n  minutes  t o  de-  
s c r i b e  something on a  chosen p i c t u r e .  
This  r e a l l y  gave me a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  d i f f -  
i c u l t y  because o f  my t rembl ing  hand F, my 
poor memory. Moreover, u s u a l l y  I use  my 
computer i n s t e a d  of my pen G always have 
t o  check my s p e l l i n g  6 grammar f r equen t -  
l y  with a  d i c t i o n a r y .  

A s  u sua l ,  a f t e r  c l a s s ,  I read  t h e  news- 
paper  when I came home. I l e a rned  t h a t  
t h e  new Hong Kong governor ,  Ch r i s  Pa t t en ,  
had a l r e a d y  a r r i v e d  i n  Hong Kong. I d i d  
no t  know whether i t  is  t h e  cause o r  a  co- 
inc idence ,  bu t  t h e  s t o c k  market took a  
g r e a t  plunge.  

There a r e  two main r ea sons  f o r  t h e  r ec -  
en t  breakdown i n  t h e  S i n o - B r i t i s h  t a l k s :  
F i r s t  i s  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  of  t h e  new a i r p o r t  
and second i s  t h e  argument ove r  t h e  numb- 
e r  of l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly members t o  be  
e l e c t e d  by democrat ic  means be fo re  1997. 
I am wondering why China i s  a  n a t i o n  
named "The Peop le ' s  Republic of  China" 
when it i s  s o  a f r a i d  of  democracy. Why i s  
t h e  bureaucracy f r i g h t e n i n g  t h e  people F, 
caus ing  them t o  l e ave  t h e i r  homeland when 
it i s  j u s t  ready t o  t a k e  back t h e  colony? 
I s  it f i g h t i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  j u s t  f o r  f i n -  
a n c i a l  r e a sons  o r  i s  it a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l -  
i s m  because imper ia l i sm seems t o  be more 
open t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of democracy? 

Oh, t h i n g s  g e t  s t r a n g e r  every day! 

S tan  Cheng 



AS I take  The f i r e  i n  my soul  
my d a i l y  walk burns t h e  f e a r  away 
through l i f e  my emotions a r e  a t  peace 
I meet sorrow, shame A s  soon a s  ou r  eyes met 

t h e  l i t t l e  l i g h t  of  c o n s c i o u s n e s ~  and even dea th  

The f i r e  i n  my soul  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

When worry, anx ie ty  
poverty and ru in  come 
t o  me 
I welcome them 
a s  o ld  f r i e n d s  
and h e l p  where I am ab l e  

The f i r e  i n  my sou l  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

In my h e a r t  
t h e r e  burns a love  

winked out  and 
a l i g h t  of s p i r i t  burned 
one e t e r n i t y  deep 

The f i r e  of my sou l  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

No o t h e r  woman 
e v e r  blew my mind 
l i k e  t h a t  
and understanding love  
i n  p e r f e c t i o n  i s n ' t  easy 

The f i r e  of  my soul  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

t h a t  reaches  t o  t h e  v e r y  depth 
of my sou l  
from t h e  peace and r e s t  
of e t e r n i t y  I come 

The f i r e  i n  my sou l  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

From a g e n t l e  h e a r t  
I come 
t o  be i n  t h i s  game 
of l i f e  
on e a r t h  

The f i r e  i n  iny soul  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

One b r i d e  walks t h i s  e a r t h  
one who i s  me 
a s  i nd iv idua l  expression_ - 
only  s h e ' s  a  g i r l  
one; who lit my f i r e  

The f i r e  i n  my sou l  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

We only  met once 
on p l a n e t  e a r t h  
i n  May of '75 
Vancouver o f  a l l  p l a c e s  
f o r  on ly  20 minutes 

I r e spec t  t h e  same t r u t h  
t h a t  dwel l s  i n  every h e a r t  
t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  says  
love  is worth it 
e t e r n i t y  is  b u i l t  on it 

The f i r e  i n  my sou l  
burns t h e  f e a r  away 
my emotions a r e  a t  peace 

Dreamweaver 

IF I  COULD 

Length and th i ckness  determines p i t c h  
i f  I  could have one l a s t  wish nothing a s  sweet 
would b e  my f i n a l  wish bu t  
t o  be a s  s imple a s  t o  have your k i s s  .... 
Your love i l l u m i n a t e s  my work's w i l l  shine 
a summer's day 
long hours  loom 
a l l  f lowering p l a n t s  bloom 
warmer than  J u l y  
Ponderosa Pine s p i r a l l i n g  
i n t o  a  c l e a r  b lue  sky 
Mountain Rogin, Mountain Sparrow 
Two crows and a Raven 
f i g h t i n g  over  
h a l f  a  l oa f  
of  bread.  

Taum DanBee 





Learning t o  Wri te  

In  o u r  c lass room t o d a y  
something f o r  u s  t o  l e a r n  is  d i f f c r e n i  
w r i t i n g  n poem i s  new t o  me 
~ u t ,  I f i n d  it i s  i n t e r e s t i n g !  

Mary Mark 

Flammatia Moenia 

Bridging o u t e r  G inner  mind, 
Real t o  i d e a l y o n t i c  a r c  of time, 
Building a tho  of  sephiero th ic  t r e e  
Polar antimer . . . p  a r i t y ,  
Si lence s ings  of amberings, 
Tryptyche, l a t i c e - l i k e  v i o l i n s ,  
Cosmopoietic doxology, 
Oceanic corroboree and 
nucleo t ida l  epiphany. 

Plenum G n i h i l i t y  - bond 6 f r ee ;  
Diaspora of cosmocracy, 
Lumeniferousity 
(Emits, t ransmi ts ,  and y i e lds )  
t o  S c i n t i l l a n t  dea l s ;  
Coruscant r e a l s ;  
Fulgurant i d e a l s ;  
Disperse i n t o  shining wal l s  of 
Universe.(Flammatia Moenia) 

Pencil  Pupil Paraf ace 

John Hussey 

.C t - - - C - m  D . . ~ i ~ w C D ~ ~ m . . ) , m ~ o , ,  

'~llo, I am Turbus the machismo I 
'space bull. On my planet the 1 
8 ,social life is very good, because 

@When a senorita heifer says si, I 
fwe are all very happy. But if I 
I 1 
J the senorita says no, we go and j 
I 1 
i cool off in the star showers / 
I 4 
juntil we are all happy again. 
I  well, adios my cofrades. 
'9 
***r.-* 

@ 



DERA: The St.ories Continue 
by Ken Lyo t i e r  

I  am g r a t e f u l  t o  Paul Taylor ,  who d e s p i t e  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  & f l aws  I  f i n d  i n h e r e n t  i n  h i s  w r i -  
t i n g ,  has  most e f f e c t i v e l y  begun i n  t h e  l a s t , i s -  
s u e  of t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  advance t h e  p rocess  of 
p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  DERA's l a c k  o f  accoun tab i l -  
i t y  t o  t h e  comnunity it i s  meant t o  se rve .  While 
I  a p p r e c i a t e  being reminded a t  t h i s  akward junc- 
t u r e  o f  some o f  i t s  f i n e r  achievements t h i s  does  
n o t  abso lve  DERA of i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  incu r red  through t h e  misappropr i -  
a t i o n  of  p u b l i c  money. 
And i t  is  a l l  p u b l i c  money, even t h e  donat ions .  

DERA i s  a  c h a r i t y  & i s  t h e r e f o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  
t h e  C h a r i t i e s  Divis ion o f  Revenue Canada f o r  t h e  
conduct of  i t s  ope ra t ion .  Money i s  j u s t  a  medium 
o f  exchange in tended t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  va lue  of  
t h e  l abour  required t o  p rov ide  goods & s e r v i c e s  
G r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  & j u s t i f i c -  
a t i o n s  t h e  money i s  s t i l l  miss ing.  

I n  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  ope ra t -  
i on  o f  DERA devolves  through t h e  membership t o  
an e l e c t e d  board of d i r e c t o r s  who, i n  t u r n ,  emp- 
l o y  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  management s t a f f .  The member. 
s h i p  i s  accountable  t o  t h e  community f o r  uphold- 
i n g  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  o b j e c t i v e s  a s  s e t  o u t  i n  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The board i s  accountable  t o  
t h e  members & s t a f f  t o  t h e  board .  P a r t  of.manag- 
ement ' s  d u t i e s  through d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  board 
is t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  account ing s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n  
p l a c e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  f i n a n c e s  from 
being misused. As an o r g a n i z a t i o n  grows it may 
be necessary  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  account ing p o l i -  
c i e s  G procedures  t o  c o r r e c t  weaknesses & e l imi -  
n a t e  redundancies t h a t  can develop. I t  i s  a l s o  
p a r t  of  management's d u t i e s  t o  s e e  t h a t  r e l i a b l e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  personnel  a r e  i n  p l a c e  a s  r e q u i r -  
ed t o  c a r r y  ou t  p o l i c i e s  & procedures .  
It i s  not  an uncommon p r a c t i s e  f o r  empIoyers t o  

r e q u i r e  r e f e r e n c e s  o u t l i n i n g  p rev ious  work h i s t -  
o r i e s  from p rospec t ive  employees p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when t h e r e  may be sugges t ion  o f  impropr i e ty  i n  
t h e  worker ' s  p a s t  conduct .  Qu i t e  a p a r t  from und- 
e r t a k i n g  reviews o f  c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  a  m a t t c r  of  
cour se ,  DERA's management was c e r t a i n l y  made av-  
a r e  yea r s  ago t h a t  t h e r e  could  be l e g i t i m a t e  
reasons  f o r  making an o f f i c i a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e f e -  ' ence with regard  t o  t h e  previous  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  

1 s p e c i f i c  employee. For i t s  own reasons  DEPd apa-  
, r e n t l y  chose n o t  t o  do so .  One cannot he lp  b u t  
/ wonder whether management advised t h e  board of  

t h e  concerns  a t  t h e  t ime & i f  s o ,  what i n s t r u c t -  
i ons  i f  any were given.  
Of cour se  it i s  c l e a r  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  it 

would have been prudent f o r  management t o  a c t  
more r e spons ive ly  when t h e  concerns  were f i r s t  
r a i s e d .  With f u l l e r  informat ion it cou ld 've  been 
decided t h a t  it might be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p l a c e  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  employee i n  a  p o s i t i o n  with acc- 
e s s  t o  DERA's funds.  That t h e  access  was gained 
through a  s e r i e s  of advances on wages i s  no te -  
worthy. Again, while it i s  n o t  an e s p e c i a l l y  un- 
common p r a c t i c e  f o r  employers t o  providc  advanc- 

e s  under s p e c i a l  c i rcumstances ,  it i s  normal f o r  
them t o  be  r epa id .  Most commonly t h e y  a r e  deduct.  
ed from t h e  employee's nex t  paycheque. Th i s  was 
n o t  t h e  case  a t  DERA. Advances could  be  c a r r i e d  
ove r  month t o  month & added t o  wi th  new advances 
G a t  year-end t o  avoid d e c l a r i n g  unrepaid  advan- 
c e s  a s  income t h e y  were w r i t t e n  down a s  loans  & 
r o l l e d  ove r  a s  p a r t  o f  nex t  y e a r ' s  deb t .  Loans 
remained unco l l ec t ed  y e a r  t o  y e a r  & advances con. 
t i nued . .pe r sona l  d e b t  became s u b s t a n t i a l  ( f o r  2 
people  scamming t h e  system & u s  - Ed.). 

Th i s  system has  been d e s c r i b e d  a s  "loose". I t  
was e v i d e n t l y  loose  f o r  a  number of  yea r s .  I ' v e  
been advised by former DEW p a y r o l l  c l e r k s ,  f o r -  
mer employees, v o l u n t e e r s ,  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  & now 
through t h e  e d i t o r ' s  comments i n  t h e  l a s t  e d i t i -  
on t h a t  management a l s o  r e c e i v e d  advances.Accor- 
d ing t o  t h e  i n f o  I f v e , r e c e i v e d  management's adv- 
ances  were a l s o  s u b s t a n t i a l  4 r o l l e d  ove r  a s  
loans .  In r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  problem t h e r e  was 
some s h o r t  term e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p rocess  o f '  
c o l l e c t i o n  l a s t  yea r  b u t  it was i n e f f e c t i v e  be- 
cause  of  unwi l l ingness  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  repay a t  
t h e  r a t e  agreed upon. I b e l i e v e  it is  important  
t o  unders tand management's e a r l y  knowledge of  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  because o f  t h e  onus on management 
t o  a d v i s e  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  a s  t o  t h e  n a t -  
u r e  & e x t e n t  of t h e  problem. I f  it was no t  adv i -  
s ed  o r  t h e  advice  was mis leading then  i t  could  
l o s e  some of  i t s  a b i 1 j . t ~  t o  c o n t r o l  f i n a n c e s  6 
might no t  be a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  e f f e c t i v e l y  i t s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  membership. I  a l s o  b c l i -  
eve t h a t  t h e r e  is  evidence of  weaknesses i n  t h e  
p resen t  s t y l e  o f  management a t  DERA t h a t  may 
have a s  much t o  do wi th  h i s t o r i c a l  G ph i losoph i -  
c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a s  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  
LCammunity development approaches va ry .  A t  one 
extreme l e a d e r s h i p  i s  c e n t r a l ,  a t  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  
community. Finding an e f f e c t i v e  workable balance  
i s  t h e  e n d l e s s  s t r u g g l e , o f  a l l  good community 
o r g a n i z e r s  because ?.he ba lance  changes a s  t h e  
community g a i n s  expe r i ence  & matures .  I t  i s  tem- 
p t i n g  & sometimes c r i t i c a l  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  
t a k e  u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i o n .  Such a c t i o n s  o f t e n  r e su -  
lt i n  ve ry  s u c c e s s f u l  achievements b u t  can t end  
t o  i s o l a t e  l e a d e r s h i p  & exclude community p a r t i -  
c i p a t i o n  i n  decis ion-making.  I t  can a l s o  cause  a  
l o s s  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  enab l ing  l eade r sh ip ,on  t h e  1 
hand, t o  confuse  pe r sona l  ambi t ion with i t s  r e s -  
p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  & on t h e  o t h e r  f o s t e r  comp- 
lacency,  apathy & a l i e n a t i o n  i n  t h e  community. 

In my opinion it i s  t ime f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of  
t h e  downtown e a s t s i d e  t o  t a k e  t h e  l e a d ,  t o  t i g h -  
t e n  up t h e  looseness ,  t o  c l o s e  ranks  G t o  r e d r e -  
s s  imbalances i n  OUR r e s i d e n t s '  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

- - 

* Last  i s s u e ' s  DERA r e p o r t :  
( a t  l e a s t )  100 i n  f a v o u r  (wi th  thanks )  

and 1 ( o r  3) opposed. 

. . . so  it goes.  



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - Monday through F r iday ,  9am - 5pm. 
EASTSIDE FREE ,MEDICAL CLINIC - Mon , Wed, F r iday ,  5 : 30-7 : 3Opm. 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; everyday 9am-5pm, 

ACTIVITIES Needle exchange van - on t h e  s t r e e t  Mon-Sat evenings.  
SOCIETY N.A.  meets  every  Monday n i g h t  a t  223 Main S t r e e t .  

Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets  d a i l y  a t  101 W.Cordova (A.A.) 
- - - - - - - - - 

I 1992 DONATIONS: Cement Masons-$100 

Kei th  C.-$20 Paula  R.-$20 
Nancy W .  -$lo0 Col leen  E. -$25 
Luba P.-$10 S t u a r t  M.-$10 
Robert -$lo CEEDS - $50 
Rotary Club of Chinatown -$767 . I 5  
Four S i s t e r s  Co-op -$500 
DERA -$500 Joyce -$ lo  
Legal Se rv i ce s  -$200 
E t  i enne  S .-$SO 
Fores t  Lawn -$25 
Yvonne C.-$10 
Ken -$5 
Tom S.-$5 
Hazel M.-$25 
The Old S a i l o r  -$40 
Cec i l e  C. -$20 
Jean  F.-$15 
Anonymous -$I8 
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C i t y  I n l o  s t a l l  c a n ' t  accept 
~ l o ~ ~ n t l o t ~ a  f u r  t l l l n  t~eusletter, so 
l l  you can Ilelp. f I d  Paul  T a y l u r  
attd I ~ e ' l l  g l v e  you  a recrlpt. 

Thanka e v e r y o n e l  

'The I)OWII town Eas ts i d e  Reside11 ts ' Assoc i a t i on  
c a r  11eI.p you w i t h :  

any weJ.Eare problems 
2 in rormat  ion  on l e g a l  r i g h t s  

d i s p u $ e s  w i t h  l a n d l o r d s  
u n s a k  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o r ~ s  

fi i l ~ c o ~ ~ ~ e  t a x  
ULC problems 

2 f ind ing  I ~ o u s i n g  
* ope11 i n g  a bank account  



Edi to r  

I was a  gues t  a t  t h e  Mis s ionvs  SALUTE TO 
THE RESIDENTS, I must say  they  d i d  t h e i r  
p a t i e n t s  proud. 

They had video i n t e rv i ews  w i th  t h e  r e s i -  
d e n t s ,  ask ing  them about  t h e i r  f i r s t  memo- 
r i e s ,  what t h e i r  f i r s t  j obs  were and,  i n  
gene ra l ,  t h e i r  l i f e  h i s t o r y ,  It was a  spec- 
t a c u l a r  p iece  of work. 

They had persona l  awards, such a s  who 
l i k e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  l onges t  walks,  who has  
t h e  b e s t  garden,  who grows t h e  b e s t  tomat- 
oe s ,  who bowls & who l i k e s  t o  e x e r c i s e .  
They were a l l  very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The Miss- 
ion s t a f f  a r e  very  t h o u g h t f u l , &  have ia  
g r ea t  s e n s e  of humour. 

They a l s o  se rved  food ,  s o  t h a t  topped 
t h e  a • ’  ternoon.  

Dora Sanders  

A couple of days ago i n  t h e  Sen io r s  
Lounge, I  asked a  guy about t h e  day t r i p s  
adve r t i s ed  on t h e  window. In a  ma t t e r  o f  a a  
minute he gave me t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  excuses 
t o  t r y  t o  d i scourage  me from g e t t i n g  inv-  
olved.  F i r s t ,  he s a i d ,  "Well, t h e s e  t r i p s  

I a r e  on ly  f o r  people  with a  s e n i o r ' s  ca rd ."  
w\Vell, l l  I  s a i d ,  "1 have a  s e n i o r ' s  ca rd ."  

I 

I Next he s t a t e d :  "Look, we have a  l o t  of 
people coming he re  from d i f f e r , e n t  a r e a s  & 

I t h e s e  t r i p s  a r e  j u s t  f o r  people who l i v e  
i n  t h i s  a r ea . "  l lBut , l l  I  s a i d ,  " I  do l i v e  
i n  t h i s  a rea ."  Well, t h a t  t a c t i c  d i d n ' t  
work so he t r i e d  aga in .  With a  wave of h i s  
hands he ges tured  t o  t h e  men s i t t i n g  i n  
t he  lounge watching W and s a i d ,  "Thesc 
t r i p s  a r e  j u s t  f o r  t h e  people here  who sup 
p o r t  t h i s  p lace .11  Well, I ' d  had enough. 
With t h a t ,  I  held my c o f f e e  cup up F, s a i d ,  
"And what t h e  h e l l  do you t h i n k  t h i s  i s ? "  

t h e  Eagles  Eyre 

Ahh, i t  i s  f i n e  
Explorers  t o  t h e  t o p  
of  Grouse Mountain 
(oops, l o s t  a  shoe) 
. . . l i t t e r  of t i n s ,  from h i k e r s  
smashed g l a s s  b o t t l e s  a l l  co lou r s  
brown, green,  c l e a r ,  even purp le  
must of been t h e  s k i e r s  

Everything i n  bloom 
f u r z e  and wi ldf lower  
a  d in  of  bugs begins ;  
ove r  t h e  coned peaks 
(Zoom-same r a t e  downtown 
$60. bucks f o r  15 min.) 

t o  s o a r  l i k e  an e a g l e  
ove r  p ine  drenched v i s t a s  
S t ag l eap  and Bear f o r e s t  
un t ramel led  by  (Wo)man 
t o  b r e a t h  a i r  s o  sweet 
t o  s e e  Tswassen a s  a Bay 
t o  s e e  2nd Narrows and Burnaby 
t o  s e e  ocean v e s s e l s  a s  t o y  b o a t s  
i n  t h a t  t u b  o f  a l l  t u b s  
t h e  Western P a c i f i c  

Taum DanB 

Sometimes people  look a t  me & i n  a  s p l i t  
second they  t h i n k  t hey  have me a l l  f i g u r e d  
ou t .  A l l  t h e y  s e e  o r  t h i n k  t h e y  s e e  i s  
white  middle-c lass .  They judge me & pu t  me 
i n  a  ca t ego ry  wi thout  even knowing me. I 

When I f e e l  people judging me so  qu i ck ly  I  
want t o  shake them & shout ,  "L i s t en ,  you 
don ' t  know me o r  what I ' v e  done o r  what I  
have been through."  I ' v e  had some r e a l l y  
tough t imes  & nobody i n  h e r e  can know them 1 
without  knowing me. They s e e  white  s k i n  & 1 

b lue  eyes  & they  t h i n k  t hey  know my whole L 

s t o r y .  I  mean, 1 g e t  my c l o t h e s  a t  t h e  
f r e e  p l a c e s  t o o .  

t 
\ - 

Gera ld ine  1 



~ncyclopedia of Myths 
and Secrets 

I loan of Arc Barbara Walker 
ItJoan of t h e  Bow" - Joan t h e  Huntress  - 

a l s o  c a l l e d  La Puce l le , " the  Maidn, a  t r a -  
d i t i o n a l  t i t l e  of a  p r i e s t e s s  i n  t h e  f a i r y  
r e l i g ion .  Joan he r se l f  s t a t e d  t h a t  she  r e -  
ceived h e r  mission "at  t h e  t r e e  of t h e  
~ a i r y - l a d i e s , "  a  c e n t r e  of  t h e  Dianic c u l t  
a t  Domremy. In  1429, e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  judges 
examined h e r  6 announced t h a t  ho ly  angels  
had appointed he r  t o  save France. La ter ,  ' t h e  Bishop o f  Beauvais reversed  t h i s  dec i -  ! sion.  In  1431, aged only  19, she  was burn- 
ed a s  a  witch a t  Rouen, wearing a  p l aca rd  
t h a t  s a i d  :"Relapsed, He re t i c ,  Apostate ,  
I do l a to r . "  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  nev- 
e r  d id  exp la in  t h e  n a t u r e  of h e r  l i d o l s l .  
The execut ioner  pretended t o  f i n d  h e r  
h e a r t  unburned i n  t h e  ashes ,  t o  s e l l  it 
f o r  a  ho ly  r e l i c .  

For 500 yea r s  Joan remained a popular  
hero ine  u n t i l  she was canonized by Pope 
Benedict XV i n  1920. To t h e  church of  h e r  
own time t h i s  would have been unth inkable .  
"The Church, j e a lous  of h e r  pagan au tho r i -  

I t y  over  pagan s o l d i e r s  ( G  j e a lous  t o o  of 
h e r  success-based p o p u l a r i t y  with t h e  
masses) needed no urg jng  by t h e  English t o  
see Joan a s  ' d i spensab le ' .  I t  was t h e  
Church which t r i e d  & condemned her ;  t h e  
Church which regarded h e r  - r i g h t l y ,  of 
course - a s  an enemy; G t h e  Church was 
g lad  t o  g e t  r i d  of her ."  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  
same church t h a t  pronounced Joan a witch & 
had h e r  k i l l e d ,  nbw claims h e r  a s  a  s a i n t .  

Joan, Pope 

Catho l i c  s c h o l a r s  now deny t h a t  t h e r e  
was eve r  a  female pope, bu t  t h e  legend of 
Pope Joan p e r s i s t s .  Even t h e  church accep- 
t e d  J o a n ' s  p o n t i f i c a t e  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  
up t o  t h e  beginning of t h e  17th  century .  
Her p o r t r a i t  appeared i n  a  row of  papa l  
b u s t s  i n  S iena  Cathedra l ,  l a b e l l e d  Joannes 
VII I ,  femina ex Anglia: John VII I ,  an Eng- 
lishwoman. 

Pope Joan was f irst  mentioned by h e r  
contemporary, Ananstasius t h e  L ib ra r i an  

(d.886). S c o t u s ' s  c h r o n i c l e  of t h e  popes 
l i s t e d  her:I1A.D. 854, L o t h a r i i  14, Joanna, 
a  woman, succeeded Leo 6 reigned 2 yea r s ,  
5 months & 4 days."  De Gemblours's chroni -  
c l e  s a i d ,  "It  i s  repor ted  t h a t  t h i s  John 
was a  female , .  6 t h a t  she  conceived by one 
of h e r  servant.s.  The Pope, becoming preg- 
nan t ,  gave b i r t h  t o  a  c h i l d ,  wherefor some 
do not  number h e r  among t h e  P o n t i f f s . "  
Thomas de Elmham's o f f i c i a l  l i s t  of t h e  
popes said:"A.D.855, Joannes.  This  one 
doesnl  t count;  she was a  woman. 

Papal h i s t o r i a n  6 Vatican l i b r a r i a n  Pla- 
t i n a  wrote i n  The Lives of t h e  Popes t h a t  
Joan was Engl i sh ,  t h a t  she knew more of  
t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  than any man, G t h a t  she 
was e l e c t e d  pope by d i sgu i s ing  h e r s e l f  i n  
men's c l o t h e s  & making h e r s e l f  a 'monk' 
noted f o r  s cho la r sh ip .  Her deception yas 
revea led  when h e r  l abour  pa ins  came on h e r  
G she d i e d  i n  a  s t r e e t  betwee~i  t h e  Lateran 
6 St .Clement l s  church. She was dragged in -  
t o  t h e  s t r e e t  6 stoned t o  dea th  6 bur ied  
t h e r e  i n  an unmarked grave.  Martin Polonus 
s a i d  t h e  s t r e e t  was eve r  a f te rwards  avoid-  
ed by papal  p roces s ions ,  "out of d e t e s t a -  
t i o n  f o r  what happened t h e r e .  Nor on t h a t  
account is she placed i n  t h e  ca ta logue  of 
Holy P o n t i f f s ,  no t  only on account of h e r  
sex,  b u t  a l s o  because of t h e  ho r r ib l enes s  
3f t h e  c i r c u m s t a n ~ e s . ~  

Joan (or  John) was t h e  only pope ever  
s t r i c k e n  from papal  records ,  although h e r  
p o n t i f i c a t e  was b e t t e r  documented than  
many o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  popes before  
t he  4 t h  o r  5 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  many of whom 
had no contemporary documentation a t  a l l  
but were mere names i n s e r t e d  i n t o  l a t e r  
ch ron ic l e s  t o  c r e a t e  an i l l u s i o n  o f  un- 
broken success ion .  

The o f f i c i a l  s t o r y  now i s  t h a t  t h e r e  
was an "ant ipopef1 named John, enthroned 
by popular  demand a g a i n s t  t h e  w i l l  of t h e  
c l e rgy  6 soon overthrown. But church h i s -  
t o r i a n s  were seldom t rus twor thy .  In  1886, 
Emmanuel Royidis published Joan ' s  biogra-  
phy, Papissa  ~ o a n n a ,  s t a t i n g  i n  h i s  i n t r o  
3uction:"Every sen tence  i n  my book 6 a l -  
most every  phrase  i s  based on t h e  tes t im-  
ony of  contemporary au tho r s .  The church 
immediately banned h i s  book & excommunic- 
a t ed  him. 



I 

Manifest Destiny 

Catch-phrase invented by white  s c t t l c r s  
i n  North America t o  prove t h a t  God appoin- 
t e d  them t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  Ind ians .  

I t  was a l s o  p a r t  of Manifest  Dest iny 
t h a t  t h e  Ind ians  must be converted t o  t h e  
conque ro r ' s  r e l i g i o n .  They d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t h a t  e i t h e r .  I n  1805 a  Scncca c h i e f  t o l d  
a  m i ~ s i o n a r y : ~ ~ B r o t h e r ,  we do no t  wish t o  
d e s t r o y  your r e l i g i o n ,  o r  t a k e  it from 
you; we on ly  want t o  en joy  ou r  own. Bro- 
t h e r ,  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  you have been prea-  
ch ing  t o  white people i n  t h i s  p l ace  ... wc 
will wai t  a  l i t t l e  while  & s e e  what e f f e c t  
your preaching has on them. I f  we f i n d  it 
does them good, makes them hones t  & l e s s  
disposed t o  chea t  t h e  Ind ians ,  we w i l l  
t hcn  cons ider  aga in  what you have s a i d . "  

Documentary foundat ions  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
chu rch ' s  temporal powers were o f t e n  forged 
i nc lud ing  t h e  c r u c i a l  P e t r i n e  d o c t r i n e  of 
t h e  keys. Notable among l a t e r  f o r g e r i e s  
were t h e  Dec re t a l s  of S t . I s i d o r e ,  a l l e g e d  
canons & dec ree s  of t h e  papacy from apos t -  
o l i c  t imes  t o  t h e  8 th  cen tury  AD, uphold- 
i n g  papal  c la ims  t o  a u t h o r i t y  over  Europ- 
can n a t i o n s .  These documents were f i r s t  
composed i n  France about t h e  yea r  850 AD, 
a l though they  pre tended  t o  d a t e  from t h e  
e a r l i e s t  foundat ions  o f  t h e  church.  

Card ina l  Nicholas  of Cusa p a t i e n t l y  in -  
v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  Dec re t a l s  i n  t h e  15 th  c e n t -  
u ry  6 found them t o  be clumsy forgeries 
f u l l  of anachronisms Fr ga rb l ed  h i s t o r y .  
The church r e fu sed  t o  acknowledge t h a t  it: 
t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e s  were founded on 
f a l s e  documents. The works of subsequent  

! s c h o l a r s  r evea l i ng  t h e  decept ion  were ban- 
I 

I ned 6 t h e i r  au tho r s  persecuted .  Apologist!  
who t r i e d  t o  exp l a in  away t h e  f o r g e r i e s  ' were rewarded wi th  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r e f e r r -  
ments. In 1628, when Blondel publ i shed  ir .  
r e f u t a b l e  proof of t h e  D e c r e t a l s '  f raudu-  
l cnce ,  h i s  work was promptly p laced  on thc 
Index of P roh ib i t ed  Books. 

Mamiage 

Medieval f o l k  t a l e s  convey a  d i s t i n c t  
impression t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  God opposed 
marr iage.  One s t o r y  s a i d  a  pu re  youth qnd 

hem bc fb re  t hey  could s p o i l  t h e i r  v i r g i n -  
t y .  A p r i e s t  who dared  o f f i c i a t e  a t  t h e  
edding was found dcad next  day. Another 
oung couple eloped,  being fo r ced  t o  d e f y  
,od, who "did no t  s anc t i on  e a r t h l y  marr i -  
ges ."  Gebhard, a rchbishop  of Cologne, was 
a i d  t o  have b l e s sed  marr ied  couples  i l l- 
bgally, & even took a  wife  h imse l f .  He was 
xcommunicated, bes ieged  by Ca tho l i c fo rce s  
n Godesberg C a s t l e ,  caught  & k i l l e d .  The 
w ins  of  h i s  c a s t l e  a r e  s t i l l  shown t o  
r a v e l l e r s .  

P r i e s t s  abandoned t h e  e a r l y  chu rch ' s  
w l e  of c e l i b a c y  & began t o  t a k e  wives 
luring t h e  5 t h  6 6 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  This  con- 
inued t o  t h e  11 th  cen tu ry ,  when papal  de-  

x e t a l s  commanded marr ied clergymen t o  
.urn t h e i r  wives ou t  o f  t h e i r  homes 6 s e l l  
. h e i r  c h i l d r e n  as s l a v e s .  These new laws 
)rought  much more weal th  t o  t h e  church. 
"hough some ex-wives s t ayed  on a s  concub- 
.nes of t h e i r  former husbands, t hey  were 
l i s i n h e r i t e d  i n  t h e  churchf  s favour .  

Churchmen r eve red  S t .H i l a ry ,  who was 
t a r r i e d  6 t h e  f a t h e r  of  a  daughter .  When 
lis daughter  wished t o  marry, however, H i -  
i a ry  forbade  he r .  Fear ing  she  might weaken 
; l o s e  h e r  v i r g i n i t y ,  he  asked God t o  k i l l  
zer. God complied, wi th  a  l i t t l e  h e l p  from 
4 i l a r y  h imse l f .  A f t e r  burying t h e  daughter  
'by h i s  p rayer"  H i l a r y  s e n t  h i s  wi fe  t o  
leaven a l s o .  The legend c la ims  t h e  w i f e  
~ o l u n t a r i l y  begged H i l a r y  t o  "obta in  f o r  
l e r  t h e  same g race  which he had obta ined  
Eor h e r  daughter  ." 

Besides popu la r i z ing  t h e  p e c u l i a r  moral- 
i t y  of a  s a i n t  who k i l l e d  h i s  fami ly ,  t h e  
church f o s t e r e d  l l chas t i sement l l  of wives by 
wsbands ,  c i t i n g  S t .  Paul1  s t each ing  t h a t  
Ifthe head of  every  man is  C h r i s t ,  & t h e  
lead of t h e  woman i s  t h e  man" ( I  Cor in th-  
ians 11:3) .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  under  t h e  p r e t e x t  
~f  d i s c i p l i n e  a  man could t o r t u r e  h i s  wi fe  
with impunity, & no r e l i g i o u s  o r  l e g a l  
agency would defend h e r .  A mild p r o t e s t  i n  
t h c  13 th-century  Laws Fr Customs of  Beau- 
v a i s  noted t h a t  an exces s ive  number of  
women were dying of  m a r i t a l  chas t i sement ,  
so  husbands were advised  t o  bea t  t h e i r  

A~ 



Ifonly w i th in  reason".  
Jews women were almost  e q u a l l y  s e r v i c e  

ab le  a s  scapegoats  f o r  t h e  e v i l s  of mcdie- 
l i f e ,  bu t  women were more d e t e s t e d  

than Jews, accord ing  t o  a  dec ree  of Orvie-  
to i n  1350. This  law s a i d  i f  n man E woman 
became involved i n  a  love  a f f a i r ,  one of 
them C h r i s t i a n  & t h e  o t h e r  Jewish,  t h e  
woman i n  t h e  ca se ,  o f  whichever f a i t h ,  
must be beheadcd o r  burned a l i v e .  

Often, an t i -Semi t i sm went t o  such 
l eng ths  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  even 
denied t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e i r  own r e l i g i o n  
from a  Jewish mat r ix .  Opposing a  papa l  as -  
p i r a n t  of Jewish a n c e s t r y ,  S t .  Bernard 
wr0te:"I-t: would be an i n s u l t  t o  C h r i s t  i f  
t h e  o f f s p r i n g  of a  Jew occupied t h e  th rone  
of Pe t e r . "  Bernard seems t o  have wholly 
fo rgo t t en  h i s  own chu rch ' s  t e ach ing  t h a t  
p e t e r  himself was a  Jew, a s  were a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  a p o s t l e s  & J e s u s  a s  wel l .  The Jews 
d i d n ' t  p r e s s  t h e  p o i n t ,  s i n c e  t h e  former 
Jewishness  of  C h r i s t  o r  P e t e r  made no d i f -  
f e r ence  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  

Anti-Semitism reached an apogee under  
t h e  r u l e  of Adolf M i t l e r  i n  ou r  own cent -  
u ry .  H i t l c r  made t h e  Jews wear yellow badg 
e s ,  l i k e  medieval h e r e t i c s .  A German Chr i s  
t i a n  o rgan i za t i on  announced i n  1937, " I I i t -  
l e r l s  word i s  God's law." I-I i t ler  s a i d :  

"My f e e l i n g  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  p o i n t s  me t o  
my Lord G Saviour  a s  a  f i g h t e r .  I t  p o i n t s  
me t o  t h e  man who once, i n  l o n e l i n e s s ,  
surrounded by only  a  few fo l lowers ,  recog 
nized t h e s e  Jews f o r  what t hey  were E sum 
moned men t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  them & who, 
God's t r u t h !  was g r e a t e s t  not  a s  a  s u f f e r .  
e r  bu t  a s  a  f i g h t e r .  In  boundless  love  a s  
a  C h r i s t i a n  & a s  a  man, I  read  through thc 
passage which t e l l s  u s  how t h e  Lord Eose 
a t  l a s t  i n  H i s  might E se i zed  t h e  scourge 
t o  d r i v e  ou t  of t h e  Temple t h e  brood of  
v i p e r s  adders .  Iiow t e r r i f i c  was t h e  
f i g h t  f o r  t h e  world a g a i n s t  t h e  Jewish 
poison.  

Evident ly H i t l e r  was no t  much of a  readel 
He never  go t  t o  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  des igna ted  
Jesus t h e  Bridegroom of  Zion; no r  d i d  he 
seem t o  know who owned t h e  Temple. 

Supported by p l e n t y  of "evidence" from 
the  t o r t u r e  chamber, t h e  u s e f u l  t heo ry  of 
witches1 f l i g h t s  could account f o r  t h e  facl 

i a t  no one eve r  saw t h e  v a s t  assemblages, 
1 

. l eged ly  coming t o g e t h e r  from g r e a t  d i s t -  
ices ,  t o  t h e  d e v i l i s h  sabba t .  I t  could a l -  
) account f o r  t h e  p r i s o n  s u i c i d e s  of v i c t -  
rs who bea t  t h e i r  heads a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c e l l  
111s u n t i l  t h e y  d i ed ,  t o  avoid f u r t h e r  
) r t u r e .  The inquisitor Bodin s a i d  witches 
: f t  unbound between s e s s ions  i n  t h e  t o r t -  
-e chamber o f t e n  dashed themselves a g a i n s t  

wal l  & broke t h e i r  necks because they 
- ied t o  f l y  away with q iana  o r  Minerva. 
Many women confessed under t o r t u r e  t h a t  
ley dug up c h i l d r e n ' s  corpses  t o  make 
~ c i r  f l y i n g  ointment .  On one occasion a t  
ndhcim, s i x  women confessed t o  t h i s  crime 
were sentenced t o  t h e  s t ake .  The family 
I one of  t h e  women i n s t i t u t e d  an i n v e s t i g -  
: ion of t h e  grave  i n  ques t ion ,  where t he  
~ i l d ' s  body was discovered i n t a c t .  The in-  
l i s i t o r s  smoothly expla ined  t h a t  t h e  d e v i l  
~d  reassembled t he  body t o  cause confusion.  
ie wifches were burned on schedule .  

Casaa~ntlry Living 
A video and talk on life on 
an organic farm in the 
Cariboo. 
Are you interested in 
trading city problems for 
fresh air, excercir. and the 
chance to work with a 
group of people helping 
take care of animals and 
growing vegetables? 

No experience, ob1ig:rtion 
or investment necessary. 

Come to the meeting! 
Sunday, August 9th, 7pm 
Carnegie Centre, Main & 
Hastings 



To Carneg ie  Board, S t a f f  
and Members, 

I want t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  a l l  o f  
you f o r  t h e  many ach ievemen t s  o f  
p e o p l e  at  Carneg ie  o v e r  t h e  past 
yea r .  The annua l  r e p o r t  i n  your  
June  n e w s l e t t e r  was t r u l y  impres-  
s i v e .  Ca rneg ie  n o t  o n l y  i s  a 
"home away from home" f o r  p e o p l e  
who u s e  t h e  c e n t r e  b u t  you are a 
real f o r c e  f o r  s o c i a l  change  i n  
t h e  community. 

I know t h a t  Muggs S i g u r g e i r s o n  
r e p r e s e n t e d  you a l l  when s h e  re- 
c e i v e d  t h e  Y.W.C.A. " C i t i z e n "  o f  
D i s t i n c t i o n ' '  award. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and b e s t  
wishes .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

Margare t  M i t c h e l l ,  MP 
Vancouver Eas t .  

June 5 th  l e t t e r  t o  C i ty  Engineering 

I ' ve  l i v e d  i n  t h i -  c i t y  f o r  many years .  
Usually when I see  t h a t  something is  not  
being done, I make a no te  & do something. 

The problem i s  ou r  unclean sidewalks; by 
t h i s  I mean g l a s s  3 - o t h e r  debr is .  The r eas -  
on I no te  t h i s  i s  because I am i n  a  wheel- 
c h a i r .  Last year  I was stranded 3 t imes on 
t h e  sidewalk due t o  f l a t  t i r e s  from broken 
g l a s s  6 n a i l s  where bui ld ings  a r e  going up. 

Areas I ' ve  noted 4glass)  a r e  around t h e  
pubs on Hast ings,  on o r  around wheelchair 
curb-ramps & openings of  alleys.. 

I f  I should be addressing t h i s  t o  pub ow- 
ne r s ,  grocery  merchants, foremen, I '  11 need 
a l e t t e r  of  s o r t s  from t h e  Ci ty  t o  show t o  
t h e s e  people t h a t  they a r e  respons ib le  f o r  
c leaning  sidewalks of dangerous t r a s h .  Of 
course they  w i l l  have t o  be t r a n s l a t e d  G/or 
placed i n  ou r  newspapers. 

I would l i k e  some response on t h i s  ASAP. 

Margaret Prevost 

J u l y  21s t  response ( in  p a r t )  
The Engineering Dept. provides a  f a i r l y  ex- 
t ens ive  s t r e e t  c leaning  program a s  fol lows:  
1. The a r e a  i s  hand cleaned by a worker us-  

ing a hand c a r t  5 days a week; 
2. Hand cleaned by a worker us ing  a motor- 

i zed  c a r t  7 n i g h t s  a  week; 
3 .  S t r e e t  is f lu shed  t o  t h e  curb 7 n igh t s /  

week (when t h e r e ' s  no water  shor tage) ;  
4 .  S t r e e t  mechanically swept 1 night/week; 
5. L i t t e r  con ta ine r s  emptied 7 nights/wk. 

(The r e s t  of  t h e  l e t t e r  t a l k s  of  how litt- 
e r  i s  caused & how more ca re  w i l l  be taken. 
I t  never addresses  t h e  main concern - a r e  1 
t h e  owners, s t o r e s ,  foremen respons ib le  f o r  
c leaning  up? I f  g l a s s  i s  broken i n  t h e  mor- 
n i n g . . i f  n a i l s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  during t h e  day , . . j t i s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c lean  it up 
then & t h e r e  - not t o  sub jec t  t h e  publ ic  t o  
t he  danger of g e t t i n g  g l a s s  o r  n a i l s  i n  I I bare  f e e t  o r  t i r e s .  This  i s  common sense & 
common cour tesy .  THERE AUGHTTA BE A LAW! ) 


