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Who Is Juan Valdez? 

, There i s  a grim s t o r y  behind t h e  happy 
cof fee  p i c k e r  on TV. 

Have you e v e r  seen t h e  TV ad t h a t  goes 
l i k e  t h i s ?  "Coffee anyone?" says  t h e  n i ce -  
l y  dressed  woman a s  she e n t e r s  h e r  spot -  
l e s s  k i tchen .  A l l  i s  normal a s  she opens 
a cupboard i n  s ea rch  o f  h e r  f a v o u r i t e  

blend of co f f ee .  But wai t !  A dark man w i t h  
a l a r g e  mustache i s  l e a d i n g  a mule out of 
h e r  pant ry .  What can t h i s  mean? 

"The r i c h ,  f u l l  mountain f l avour  of Col- 
umbian cof fee ,  hand-picked by people l i k e  
Juan Valdez," says a voice  on t h e  TV. 

Who i s  Juan Valdez? Juan,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
t h e  image of him, i s  a r e g i s t e r e d  t r ade -  
mark. He e x i s t s  on ly  i n  t h e  minds of  ad- 
v e r t i s i n g  copywriters ,  no more r e a l  than 
Aunt Jemima o r  Uncle Ben. But t h e  image of 
t h e  happy cof fee  p i cke r  s t r e t c h e s  r e a l i t y  
i n  more ways than one; 

I f  he does pick co f f ee ,  Juan i s  probably 
among t h e  13 mi l l ion  Columbians l i v i n g  be- 
low t h e  poverty l i n e .  He is  cheap labour 
t o  a wealthy p l a n t a t i o n  owner, & l i k e  66% 
o f  Columbian farmers,  he has no land of  
h i s  own. That ' s  because t h e  r i c h e s t  4 %  of 
t h e  populat ion c o n t r o l s  about 67% of  Col- 
umbia' s product ive  farm 1 and. 

The s i t u a t i o n  i n  Columbia i s  cha rac t e r -  
i s t i c  of many Third World coun t r i e s .  Land 
t h a t  was once used t o  f eed  l o c a l  people 
now grows crops t h a t  a r e  so ld  i n  0the.r 
coun t r i e s .  I t  makes sense  t o  t h e  wealthy 
landowners because t hey  can make more mon- 
ey s e l l i n g  cof fee  beans i n  Europe & North 
America than they  can s e l l i n g  lima beans 
t o  t h e  l o c a l  peasants .  I t  makes sense t o  
many governments because t hey  despe ra t e ly  
need t h e  cash earned on export  c rops  t o  
he lp  pay t h e i r  fo re ign  deb t .  I t  makes l i t -  
t l e  sense t o  Juan Valdez who c a n ' t  e a t  
cof fee ,  & of t en  c a n ' t  a f fo rd  food t h a t  
must b e  imported a t  world p r i c e s .  

So Juan has  a good chance of  being one 
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of  t h e  approximately 1 b i l l i o n  people i n  
t h e  world who cannot a f f o r d  a  n u t r i t i o n a l -  
l y  adequate d i e t .  

Although j u s t i c e  f o r  poor people w i l l  
r e q u i r e  far-reaching p o l i t i c a l  & economic 
changes on a  g loba l  s c a l e ,  t h e r e  a r e  
t h ings  we can do i n  t h e  Downtown Eas ts ide  
t o  keep hope a l i v e .  

The bes t  way we can h e l p  Juan Valdez, & 
ourse lves ,  i s  t o  work f o r  j u s t i c e  i n  our  
own country - s t a r t i n g  wi th  o u r  own commu- 
n i t y .  

One exce l l en t  p r o j e c t  t h a t  demonstrates  
t h a t  food a c t u a l l y  comes from t h e  land, & 
t h a t  t h e  land i s  t h e  e a r t h  & t h a t  t h e  
e a r t h  is ,  q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y ,  ou r  mother, i s  
t h e  Staathcona Community Gardens. 

Another important connection t o  t h e  lanc 
f o r  members of  t h e  Carnegie Centre is  t h e  
Cariboo Community Enhancement & Economic 
Development Socie ty  (CEEDS) . 

Both these  p r o j e c t s  p r a c t i c e  sustainable 
organic farming, encourage s e l f - s u f f i c i e n -  
cy 4 have a  respec t  f o r  t h e  e a r t h  t h a t  
t ranscends  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p r o f i t / l o s :  

One more t h ing .  A s  woodwards i s  c lo s ing  
6 t h e  I G A  t h e r e  h a s - l e f t  t h e  neighbourh~oc 
now would be t h e  time f o r  a  People ' s  Mark- 
e t  i n  t h e  Downtown Eas ts ide .  Maybe J i m  
Green i n  h i s  new job could h e l p  out  with 
such an e n t e r p r i s e .  

(Thanks t o  World Food Update, 1991) 

By SANDY CAME RON 

NE IGHBOURHOOD HELPERS 
an eva lua t ion  

The re ' s  t h i s  long r e p o r t  - 7 ~ 8  pages - 
t h a t  was w r i t t e n  a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  a s  poss i -  
b l e  by "a community worker". She t r i e d  
t o  b e  o b j e c t i v e  anyway, b u t  a f t e r  spend-, 
i ng  2 o r  3 months t a l k i n g  t o  r e s i d e n t s ,  
s e n i o r s ,  h o t e l  owners, community agencies  
& C i t y  s t a f f  from ~ e a l t h  & S o c i a l  Plann- 
ing departments  & anyone e l s e  she could 
corner  f o r  a  few minutes ... I She admits f r e e l y  t h a t ,  a f t e r  hea r ing  
noth ing  by good t h i n g s  from everybody she 
thought t h a t  t h e  downside, ' 'negative" t o  
be  n i c e .  . " d i r t u  1 guess,  must b e  i n  t h e ,  
p i l e s  o f  n o t e s  she 'd  made. No go. 

J o v i a l  cynicism, b e t t e r  known a s  razz-  
ing ,  might make h e r  r e p o r t  more balanced 
bu t  even t h a t  d i d n ' t  work. The co re  of  
t h e  p r o j e c t  was & i s  t h e  v e r y  s e n i o r s  & 
v o l u n t e e r s  who, on paper  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
mandate, were suppo;ed t o  "be served."  1 

The f irst  person h i r e d  was J e f f  Sommers 
who some people say  can walk on water . . .  , 
o t h e r s  say he c a n ' t  even s w i m .  Marg Green 
jo ined  him, j u s t  back from doing communi- 
t y  work i n  Afr ica .  Both say  they  have t o  
s e t  a s i d e  what most s e r v i c e  agencies -ex-  
pec t  from t h e  beginning. They a r e n ' t  here  
t o  dec ide  what people need . . to  make t h e  
bulk of t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  t o  funding bodies  
b e  numbers & s t a t i s t i c s .  Without people 
w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  each o t h e r ,  no amount of 
crud w i l l  wash. Your "program" is dead i n  
t h e  water .  So they  j u s t  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  
with people .  

The o r i g i n a l  i dea  f o r  Neighbourhood 
OLD SPACE A N D  NEW HISTORY Helpers  grew out of a  Carnegie Town Hall  

Forum i n  which two i s s u e s  were recognized 
There were parking l o t s  ac ros s  from t h e  1 )  There a r e  many i s o l a t e d  o l d e r  people 
bus depot and ac ros s  from t h e  Europe Hotel l i v i n g  i n  l o c a l  h o t e l s .  
t h a t  now have bu i ld ings  being e r ec t ed  upon 
them; t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  land management. 2 )  There a r e  people i n  t h e  community who 

who do t h i n g s  f o r  o t h e r s  4 who a r e  
Now i f  t h a t  f i n e  o ld  bui%ing c a l l e d  never  recognized.  
Woodwards could be saved f o r  pub l i c  
housing, Vancouver would be well  There were 2 ways t o  go about  it; t h e  

on i t s  way t o  being a  r e a l  West s tandard  "service" model where numbers 6 
Coast-class  c i t y .  o f f i c e  hours  & p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t e l l  t h e  

s t anda rd  s t o r y  ... t h e  crud ga the r s ;  t h e  
second is  l'community organiz ing"  - 
* Be a v a i l a b l e .  
* The people w i l l  come. s 
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" Kecognize t h e  n a t u r a l  l e a d e r s .  . 
* The i s s u e s  w i l l  evolve.  
* The s t a f f  person is  s i m p l y  t h e r e  t o  

b r i n g  people t o g e t h e r  & l e t  them dec ide  
t h e  i s sues .  

* Everyone inbolbed i n  t h e  process  w i l l  '. 

develop. 
* How many s e r v i c e s  a r e  provided i s  NOT 

t h e  po in t .  
* The p a r t i c i p a n t s  own t h e  program. 

I t ' s  l i k e  saying "I know t h e r e  a r e  
people with common sense  because I'm one 
of them. 

A sugges t ion  was t o  t ake  a  few quotes 
from t h e  r e p o r t ,  but  one l eads  t o  another  
and one success  i s  a s  meaningful a s  t h e  
next .  I f  you want t o  look a t  a  r e a l l y  
readable  eva lua t ion  of Neighbourhood Hel- 
p e r s  drop  i n t o  t h e  Newslet ter  o f f i c e .  I f  
J e f f  o r  Marg a r e  he re  t h e y ' l l  t r y  t o  look 
embarrassed but  I  t h ink  t h e y ' r e  a s  happy 
a s  everyone e l s e  i s  about t h i s .  I t ' s  good. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  oppor tuni ty  
t o  thank my co-volunteers ,  f r i e n d s ,  s t a f f  
a t  Carnegie & well-wishers  i n  ca r ing ,  
sha r ing  concern & f r i e n d s h i p  toward me. 

A h e a r t f e l t  thanks t o  my f r i e n d s ,  
love ,  

Son j a Mar iah, 

- -- 
Community Volunteer Program - an update 

For t h e  hundreds of vo lun tee r s  a t  Carn- 
e g i e ,  the'$100 a month e x t r a  is s t i l l  i n  
t h e  po l i cy  review s t a g e .  It sounds grea t  
b u t  t h e  requirement of c r imina l  record 
checks f o r  eve ry  vo lun tee r  & s t a f f  person 
i n  any .agency access ing  t h i s  program has  
made it impossible  t o  go ahead on f o r  
most p l a c e s .  These record  checks c o s t  $40 
each. More i n f o  a s  i t  comes through ... 

Disc r imina t iona t  Carnegie Community Centre 

I r e c e n t l y  read i n  t h e  Four S i s t e r s  News 
l e t t e r  about how one of our  co-op members 
was d i sc r imina t ed  aga ins t  a t  Carnegie. I d 
l i k e  t o  sha re  my expe r i ences in  t h i s  regard  
and I  t h i n k  it might be appropr ia te  f o r  my 
comments t o . b e  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Carnegie 
Newslet ter  t o  s t a r t  some s e r i o u s  dialogue 
on t h i s  sub jec t .  

My comments a r e  a s  fo l l ows :  
On 2 s e p a r a t e  occasions I  have entered 

Carnegie t o  r e t u r n  Van. Publ ic  LiBcary books 
t o  t h e  Carnegie Branch. On both occasions 
I  was v e r b a l l y  harassed & in t imida ted  a t  
t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  cen t r e  by groups of  
Canadian Indian women who t o l d  me t h a t  I  
was an upper c l a s s  B--ch & t h a t  I  had no 
r i g h t  t o  be a t  Carnegie. 

They commented i n  a  nega t ive  way about 
my appearance. I am a low income c l e r i c a l  
worker l i v i n g  & working a few blocks from 
Carnegie. My employer has a  d r e s s  code 
spec i fy ing  no jeans.  I shop c a r e f u l l y  a t  
Value V i l l age  & Fedco t o  f i n d  a t t r a c t i v e ,  
feminine s k i r t s ,  sweaters  & k n i t  pants  t o  
wear t o  work. I l i k e  t o  appear a t t r a c t i v e  
i n  f l a t t e r i n g  c l a s s i c  s t y l e s .  I  t oo  have 
had t h e  experience of nega t ive  comments a t  
Carnegie t h a t  %on-welfare" i. e .  working 
people a r e  no t  welcome a t  Carnegie. 

I work & pay t axes  l i k e  o t h e r  people. I t  
i s  my understanding t h a t  Carnegie Centre & 
i t s  pa id  s t a f f  r ece ive  funding from t h e  
C i ty  of  Vancouver. A s  such, I  should be 
e n t i t l e d  t o  use  t h i s  c e n t r e  without being 
made t o  f e e l  t h a t  I  am too  well  dressed o r  
appear t o  be a business/professional/work- 
ing  person i n  my daytime bus iness  c lo thes .  

I know t h a t  when I go t o  s w i m  a t  Bri tan-  
n i a  t h a t  I  am no t  harassed & I pe r sona l ly  
know people on welfare who go t h e r e  with- 

0 I 



O out there being any discrimination against 
them or myself. 
If Carnegie Centre is a public facility 

for the Downtown East Side Community, then 
all the people who live inthisarea.lsh6uld 
be welcome. 
There are going to be condos built in 

the 100-block of Powell in 1993. If Carne- 
gie is to remain a publically funded cimm- 
unity centre then shouldn't the people oc- 
cupying these condos be welcome to use 
facilities & have programs developed for 
their needs as well as other groups resid- 
ing with the Downtown East Side? 

(Name. :withheld by request) 

PaulR, I would like you to edit & print 
my comments in the Carnegie Newsletter. 
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY NAME so I am not har- 
assed by phone or in person. Given the na- 
ture of my comments, I am sure you will 
agree. I think it's about time to have 
some serious dialogue about this issue in 
this community. I mightsadd if you decide 
not to raise this issue,, I will not let it 
drop. I will send a copy of this letter to 
Mayor Campbell. 

Dear , 
Here's your letter, printed not due to 

what YOU think is a threat, but to let the 
shit hit the fan. We don't have Thought 
Police here to'make sure everybody talks 
the right way. 

STRANGE BIRD DREAM 

I fed my head from the hookah 
and found myself in a room with 
familiar faces. They spoke of 
their world with orderly persua- 
ion, as I drifted in and out of 
their words like a daydreamer on 
a sunny afternoon. 
Suddenly I heard the punch line 
of a joke which jarred me back 
to attention. I analyzed this 
punch line for a moment, and 
found it to be of sound humor. 
Not knowing what was said in the 
main body of the joke, I found 
myself giving a great oration on 
something unrelated to original 
meaning of it, using the punch 
line as my premise. 
The familiar faces disappeared 
in a cloud of amused embarrass- 
ment, and I vanished into self- 
exile, until I could discover 
the original meaning of the 

I went to the great Trajonic 
mirror. A voice from the mirror 
spoke, "I may give you the 
information you seek, if you 
give me your face for 3 months." 
I agreed and the wisdom was 
given to me. I lost my face, but 
was placated by Bob Dylan, Frankie 
Lee, and Judus Priest singing, 
"One should never be 
where one does not belong." 

I 
Then I awoke and finally got the 
Joke. 
Tomorrow I search for a replace- 
ment to better represent the mere 
mortals in the magic room with 
familiar faces & worthy workings. 

Woodrow O'Loosjaw. I 



Sunday,  December 20 
BALLROOM DANCERSt DINNER & DANCE 

5:00 - 10:OO p.m. Theatre 
Tickets  available t h r o u g h  dance class 

Sundays,  1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

FREE CHRISTMAS SNACKS 
5 : 30 p . m. on the 2nd floor 

Monday, December 21 
FREEHRISTMAS SNACKS 
5:30 p.m. o n  the 2nd floor 

Thursday ,  December 24 
PARAGUAYAN HARP BY MIKE ABSASLOM 

Wednesday, December 16 
VOLUNTEER DINNER 

4:30 - 6:00 p.m. Thea t re  
Paraguayan Harp by Mike Absalom 

Thursday ,  December 17 
CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 2nd floor 

Friday, Llecember 18 
SENIORS MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

Everyone welcome ! 
7:00 - 10:OO p.m. Theat re  

Saturday-, December 19 
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Kevin t h e  Magic Man 
Fun ,  food, a n d  gifts from Santa 

12:00 - 2:30 D.m. Theat re  

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 2nd floor 

CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION! 
Open all night ,  t o  7:00 a.m.! 
Cabaret  from 6 : 00 p . m. on.  

Snacks,  coffee, videos 
A late evening meal at 11 : 00 p.m. 
Christmas breakfas t  at 5 : 00 a.m. 

Everything Free! 

Friday,  December 25 
CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER (ham) 

5:OOp.m. T h e a t r e  $3.00 
Tickets at Info, Fr iday Dec. 18 

MUSIC BY 4 X 4 
Fine coun t ry  a n d  country  rock! 

7:00 - 10:OO Theatre  

Saturday, December 26 
BOXING DAY TURKEY DINNER 

With a visit  by M r .  and M r s .  Claus 
3 sittings; 3:30, 4:30, & 5:30 p.m. 

Tickets at Info, Friday,  Dec. 18 
Free! 

Tickets  at ~nfor rna t io i  Desk,  Friday Dec. 11 
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4 : 30 - 5 : 30 Main floor 

EVENING MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 
(To be announced) 

The V i c t o r i a  S t r e e t  Community Associa- 
t i o n  was formed i n  J u l y  1992. Our a s soc i -  

Thursday, December 31 a t i o n  o r i g i n a t e d  from meetings he ld  dur -  
NEM YEAR'S EVE PARTY ing  t h e  Downtow Community Development 

Dance to the  music of NTT. P r o j e c t ,  sponsored by t h e  C i t y  o f  Victor-  
7:00 p . m .  - 12:30 a.m. i a .  I t  was r e a l i z e d  s t r e e t  people knew I 

eeded & could e f f e c t  change. 

Friday, January 1, 1993 * To enable  t h e  S t r e e t  Community t o  work 

NEW YEAR'S DAY DINNER t o g e t h e r  t o  r ep re sen t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  
t h e  Homeless & t o  improve l i v i n g  condi t -  

5:00 p.m. Theatre  $3.00 ions  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a  gene ra l ly .  
Tickets at Info, Tuesday Dec.22 * To c r e a t e  a  Community Forum by o f f e r -  

i ng  membership t o  a l l  persons  who have an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  improving t h e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  
o f  t h e  downtown environment. 
* To educa te  t h e  Publ ic  concerning our  

human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  each o t h e r .  
* To develop communication between t h e  

C i ty ,  t h e  Merchants, and t h e  Downtown 
Res idents  and t h e  s t r e e t  community" 

omposed mainly o f  homeless i n -  
i r e c t s  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  wi th  

a gene ra l  membership of about 25-30 low 
income Vic to r i ans .  The o rgan iza t ion  o f f -  
e r s  employment t o  members through t h e  
Min i s t ry  of  Soc i a l  S e r v i c e ' s  R.I.S.E. 
p r o j e c t ,  c a l l e d  S t r e e t  Works. 
A C H r E V E M E N 7 '  

We have been succes s fu l  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  
people from t h e  S t r e e t  t o  organize  around 
t t h e ~ ~ i s s u e  of pover ty  & t o  r a i s e  t h e  pub- 
l i c ' s  awareness of t h e  S t r e e t  Community. 

To address  employment & housing i s s u e s  
of  people s t r u g g l i n g  i n  pover ty .  Poss ib l e  
p r o j e c t s  inc lude :  
* Crea t ing  housing f o r  low income Vict-  

* A housing inventory  & r e g i s t r y  
* A Carnegie-type r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t r e  
* A su rp lus  labour pool  
* An annual S t r e e t  Peop%els Conference 
A food buying c lub  
* A S t r e e t  Peoples1 Res taurant  



panhandling and. . . 
~t t h e  end gf October  a number o f  people 

met t o  r a i s e  a  number o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  seem 
t o  b e  i n  danger  of be ing  l o s t  i n  t h e  shuf-  
f l e .  The ftproblem", somewhat . d i s t o r t e d  i n  
t h e  media, has  t h e  l a b e l  o f  "Panhandlers". 

The Robson S t r e e t  Merchants, say ing  t h e  
t imes  a r e  hard enough, blame "aggress ive  
panhandlers  a l l  a long t h e  s t r e e t  who make 
ou r  customers go elsewhere."  The numbers, 
depending on who wants suppor t  f o r  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  s o l u t i o n ,  va ry  from 15-20 'hard  
co re '  t o  ove r  80. 

The merchants s t a r t e d  a  program whereby 
people pu t  t h e i r  ' s p a r e  change' i n  boxes 
i n  s t o r e s  which would t hen  go t o  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e s  & c h a r i t i e s .  This  brought  f l a c k  
i n  l e t t e r s - t o - e d i t o r s . .  it s a l s o  done 
l i t t l e  t o  reduce panhandling.  

A second meeting happened on Dec.4 with 
many of t h e  people a t  t h e  f i r s t  one coming 
back & a f a i r  number of new people .  In  a  
s e t t i n g  where d i f f e r e n t  approaches were 
be ing  voiced  by people,  r a t h e r  than  on 
paper ,  extreme measures had no room t o  
manouver. Given our  b i t t e r  exper iences  
wi th  r e a l l y  b i g  bus ines s ,  t h e  co rpo ra t e  
agenda & q t f r ee"  t r a d e  & o t h e r  r e s u l t s  o f  
appl ied  gov' t economic p o l i c i e s ,  i t  s t o o  
easy  t o  s e e  anyone who goes under  t he  l ab -  
e l  "merchant" a s  suppor t i ng  a l l  t h a t  c r ap  
too.  This  meeting changed some of my pre-  
concept ions.  

I wasn ' t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  meeting, but  t h e  
second one s t a r t e d  wi th  t h e  o rgan i ze r  say- 
ing i t  had been c a l l e d  t o  go ahead with 
sugges t ions  from t h e  first.  The main one 
was f o r  t h e  bus ines s  people  t o  l e a r n  about 
t h e  s o c i a l  approach t o  i d e n t i f i e d  problems 
t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  people  wanting t o  o r  
having t o  panhandle. .  .pover ty ,  homeless- 
ne s s ,  drug & a lcohol  dependence, sexual  
abuse, mental i l l n e s s ,  d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a -  
t i o n ,  l ack  of suppor t  s e r v i c e s ,  unemploy- 
ment, being unemployable. As one bus iness -  
person s a i d ,  '?My opin ion  was p r e t t y  smug 
u n t i l  it go t  s h a t t e r e d  by t h e  f a c t s . "  

P a r t  of t h e  information asked f o r  was 
t o  f i n d  ou t  what had been done i n  o t h e r  
communities & c i t i e s .  Four people from 
Por t land ,  Oregon spen t  t h e  morning t a lk ing  
about t h e i r  approaches. Business  t h e r e  

woke up t o  t h e  need t o  "do something" a s  7 .  
t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e s  were g e t t i n g  fewer and 
fewer customers. The genera l  response  t o  
ques t i ons  was t h a t  t h e  downtown was a )  un- 
s a f e  & b)  d i r t y .  Before s t a r t i n g  any kind 
of "program" t h e y  were convinced by a  r e -  
covering lawyer t o  meet with community 
people,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  r eps  4 o t h e r s . . t o  
a t  l e a s t  t a l k .  What was a r r i v e d  a t  seemed 
t o  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  community acceptance ,  
a s  gene ra l  agreement was reached on t h e  
ba s i c s .  
1. Business  ha s  l e g i t i m a t e  concerns t h a t  

s t r e e t  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  panhandling,  
muggings, men ta l l y  unbalanced behavioor ,  
use of s t r e e t - c o r n e r  ' l o c a t i o n s '  f o r  drug 
dea l i ng ,  e t c .  h u r t s  t h e i r  p r o f i t s  which 
pay f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  s e rv i ce s ;  

2 .  S o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  c l i n i c s ,  counse l l i ng  
food banks,  a r e  necessary,  need t o  ex- 

pand & need funding  f o r  b e t t e r  d e l i v e r y ;  
3 .  Housing (s ingle-room occupancy h o t e l s  

& rooming houses)  has  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  a l l  people  who have low incomes who 
w i l l  need t h e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  which g e t  
funding from t a x e s  which bus ines s  6 h o t e l s  
& c i t i z e n s  pay. From what t h e  speaker  had 
t o  say ,  i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r -  
e s t s  reached agreement on how they  were i n  
each o t h e r s f  hands. 

The downtown co re  of t h e  c i t y  was viewed 
a s  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y ; ; &  t h a t  
b r i ng ing  people  back t h e r e ,  t o  spend mon- 
ey & keep it a l i v e  & growing, could on ly  
happen wi th  t h e  co-operat ion o f  a l l  i n  an 
en l igh tened  approach t o  s o c i a l  problems. 

What was t hen  descr ibed  had a  few p o i n t s  
t h a t  were d e f i n i t e l y  no t  d e s i r a b l e  & a few 
more t h a t  sounded okay. 

a)  Hi r ing  t h e  Momeless g ive s  people work 
c l ean ing  t h e  s t r e e t s  from 6am-2pm, o r  

r a t h e r  c l ean ing  t h e  s idewalks,  pocketparks 
& g r a f i t t i .  C r i t e r i a  f o r  being h i r e d  was 
changed a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  month o r  two a s  
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  people s a i d  it was j u s t  ad- 
ding t o  t h e  problem. ."enabl ingt t  people who 
were h i r e d  t o  g e t  cash 6 g e t  drunk/stoned 
d a i l y .  The new r u l e s  on h i r i n g  included:  
1. Receiving t r ea tmen t  f o r  drug o r  a lcohol  
abuse;  2. I n  a  t rea tment  program o r  j u s t  
f i n i s h e d  one; 3 .  Regular meetings wi th  a  
counse l l o r ;  4 .  A r e s i d e n t  of downtown; and 



5 .  A d e s i r e  t o  work. 
This  i s  c a l l e d  "temporary", from 6-12 

months, t r a i n i n g  people f o r  g e t t i n g  a  reg-  
u l a r  job. There a r e  about 70 men employed 
doing t h i s  work. The problems have involv-  
ed t h e  c i t y  workers'  union which, althougf 
these  people only  do c leaning  t h a t ' s  no t  
covered by union c o n t r a c t s ,  s ee  it a s  worb 
t h a t  should b e  done by more people h i r e d  
by t he  C i ty  o f  Por t land  under t h e  union. 
The r a t e  of pay i s  j u s t  above t h e  minimum 
wage. 
b) S t r e e t  Guides a r e  people i n  uniform 

d re s s  who g ive  d i r e c t i o n s .  They a r e  s u p p ~  
o r t ed  by a  sma l l e r  number of  r e t i r e d  oa . 
off -duty  p o l i c e  (average yea r s  on t h e  force 
is 21) who a c t  a s  a  l i n k  between t h e  guide: 
6 t h e  Port land P o l i c e .  They a r e  armed. 
They deal  with people who seem t o  camp i n  
t h e  doorways o f  ope ra t ing  bus iness ,  who 
a c t  aggress ive ly  towards people on t h e  
s t r e e t s  o r  who s e t  up t h e i r  own makeshift  
s h e l t e r  i n  a  downtown a l l e y  o r  park.  The 
guides d o n ' t  t r y  t o  g e t  panhandlers  moving 
on but  a r e  supposed t o  s t and  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of him o r  h e r  & t a l k  t o  people who gc 
t o  give something, handing them informat- 
ion on loca l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  t h e  panhandler 
can use f o r  food, c l o t h i n g  & s h e l t e r .  

I t  sounded l i k e  t h e  guides were goodwill 
people & t h e  armed support  was supposed t c  
show t h e  s t r e e t  person what t hey  were up 
aga ins t  i f  they  d i d n ' t  s t o p  'bo ther ing '  
people.  These . o f f i c e r s  cou ldn ' t  a r r e s t  bul 
could w r i t e  exc lus ion  o r d e r s  i f  theywantec 
t o  break up any kind of  ga the r ing  - l i k e  : 
community of  homeless people under a  bf.ri.dgf 
o r  i n  a  park. 'lExcluded f o r  30 days." 

I asked what we l f a r e  r a t e s  were E what 
t h e  minimum wage was. I t  seems t h a t  you dc 
not  g e t  any wel fare  f o r  t h e  s i x  months 
from Apr i l  t o  October i f  you ' re  a  s i n g l e  
person. I f  you a r e  broke, homeless.. i t ' s  
your problem. Business is happy as h e l l  
a s  s t r e e t  people s t a y  ou t ,  a t  l e a s t  pan- 
handling & people who have t o  s l e e p  out-  
s i de ,  but Old Town is t h e i r  home. What 
seemed t o  be happening was merchants & r e -  
s i d e n t s  along Robson were assuming t h a t  
panhandlers come t h e r e  from somewhere e l s t  
& a program l i k e  t h i s  would keep them o u t .  

The meeting went on t o  t a l k  about t h e  
mental ly i l l  & s t e r eo types .  housing, new 

I 
e r v i c e s  F, t h e  need f o r  money f o r  them, 
f f o r t s  by some merchants t o  h e l p  i nd iv id -  
a l s  t h a t  on ly  made it worse, & of  course  
he u s t o r i e s "  t h a t  kep t  t h e  c r a p  a l i v e  i n  
he t e l l e r ' s  mind t h a t  panhandling i s  t h e  
asy game of con a r t i s t s  who make l'$20/hrw 
r "$200 a day1'. 

People r ep re sen t ing  s o c i a l  agencies  & 
r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  kept  t e a r i n g  i n t o  
he b u l l s h i t ,  no t  l e t t i n g  a  s t e r e o t y p e  g e t  
ixed  t o  l i m i t  t h i s  whole e f f o r t  t o  being 
. "Ban panhandling" t r i p .  

A couple of sugges t ions  were t o  have 
~ e o p l e  from bus ines s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a l k  
lbout what t hey  want t o  s ee ;  f o r  people 
'rom s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  agencies  t o  do t h e  
kame; f o r  people from t h e  community t o  a l -  
io do t h e  same. . . t h e n  f o r  a  few people 
'rom each group t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  t o  s e e  i f  
my common ground e x i s t s  & wha t ' s  v a l i d .  
b o t h e r  suggest ion was t o  s e t  up a  Commun- 
~ t y  Resource Development board o r  group 
:hat might have bus ines s  funding a van t o  
:ake mental h e a l t h  workers o r  s t r e e t  work- 
:rs around t o  t a l k  wi th  mental p a t i e n t s  
losing it o r  a c t i n g  o u t . .  .having a s t r e e t  
Jerson a v a i l a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  someone i f  
vhat t hey  a r e  doing is  l ead ing  t o  p o l i c e  
in te rvent ion . .  . t o  s e e  what i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  
:o-operative e f f o r t s .  Business was asked 
Lo use t h e i r  cons ide rab l e  r e sou rces  t o  
Lobby f o r  we l f a r e  i n c r e a s e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  
mrchas ing  power o f  l o c a l  peop le . . t o  g e t  
iousing a f fo rdab le .  . t o  ensure  t h a t  needed 
se rv i ce s  a r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  & of  h igh  s tand-  
ards ... t o  agree  t o  c o - e x i s t .  

Nothing was solved bu t  it sounded l i k e  
the  bus iness  people had asked f o r  t h i s  
kind of meeting be fo re  t r y i n g  anything on 
t h e i r  own. Soc i a l  i s s u e s  o f  pover ty  and 
homelessness & mental i l l n e s s  & a lcohol  & 
drug abuse and t h e  causes  of  same a r e  j u s t  
a s  r e a l  a s  t h e i r  concerns over  p a y r o l l s  & 
t h e  bottom l i n e .  

By PAULR TAYLOR 



YOUR TURN! 

The bird of paradise flew by 
and got tangled in your hair. 
You feel like a public dumping 
ground 
for people who need to share 
their innermost, private 
hurt and pain; 
they know that you'll 
always be there. 
Sometimes you wish you could 
scream out loud 
"Ask me if I care." 

And maybe you'd find some 
peace of mind 
if you could just turn off 
your brain, 
but could you turn your back 
on yourself 
and still come around again. 

Garry Gust 



Christmas seems t o  be r i g h t  around t h e  
co rne r ,  with images o f  a t r e e  covered 

I r 
with  many. Christmas deco ra t i ons .  

As one looks  way up t o  t h e  t op  of t h e  
I I 

t r e e ,  t h e r e  it be  - t h e  ange l  wi th  spark-  
l i n g  eyes and a huge smi le .  "give peas a chance" 

could on lv  s e e  I s e e  -- ,-- 
T h e ~ e  it i s ,  a f ami ly  going about i n  t h e i r  merry way. 
Di f fe ren t  tunes  o f  Christmas songs f i l t e r  t h e i r  way A 

Throughout t h e  house. 
Nait a minute; is t h i s  a f a i r y  t a l e  o r  an i l l u s i o n ?  
Can it be a t r e e ,  wi th  j u s t  p i n e  need l e s  and a sock 
a t  t h e  t op  of a w i l t i n g  t r e e  - 
The sounds of Bah-Humbugging come through t h e  house 
S i l ence  is about t h e  house on Angle S t r e e t ,  a s  t h e  
church b e l l  r i n g s  f o r  midnight mass. 
Hark t h e  Herald Angles Sing.  
Cawithere be a mi r ac l e  on Angle S t r e e t ?  0 
Indeed a s  t h e  snow f a l l s ,  l i g h t s  come b l i nk ing  on 
every  house. Songs of  Chris tmas coming from every  house 
on Angle S t r e e t .  
Snow has covered a l l  t h e  houses and s t r e e t s  
Mommie wake up! San t a  came l a s t  n i g h t !  

Margaret Prevos t  

ETHIOPIA i..I 
SOC7ALIA rvEsl 

THE.WINNERS 
ARE AT WAR 

WITH THE LOSERS, 
AND THE FIX 

IS ON. 
THE PROSPECTS 
FOR PEACE ARE 

AWFUL 

Do you r e a l l y  know what Sen io r s  a r e  worth? 
We're worth a l o t ! !  

We have s i l v e r  i n  our  h a i r  
Gold i n  ou r  t e e t h  
S t o n e s  i n  our  kidneys 
Gas i n  ou r  stomachs - 
And lead i n  o u r  f e e t  - 

The o t h e r  day a p r eache r  came t o  my 
house and s a i d ,  "You know, a t  your  age,  
you should be  t h ink ing  of t h e  Hereaf te r . "  
Oh! bu t  p reacher ,  I do - everyday; I t h i n k  
about  i t  when I ' m  i n  t h e  k i t chen ,  t h e  bed- 
room, t h e  f r o n t  room, t h e  basement G t h e  
bathroom. 'What am I h e r e  a f t e r ? '  

Gram 



I 

To t h e  Judges and Crown Counsel 
Vancouver P rov inc i a l  Court 

The fol lowing is  a v i c t i m  impact s t a t e -  
ment on behal f  of  t h e  community a f f e c t e d  
by t h e  Has t ings  S t r e e t  drug t r a d e .  

The Carnegie Community Centre Associ'a- 
t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  3,000 members i n  Downtown 
Eas ts ide ,  S t ra thcona  & Gastown a r e a s  The 

/ m a j o r i t y  o f  ou r  membership, and indeed a 
: l a r g e  propor t ion  o f  people l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
1 area ,  a r e  o lde r ,  s i n g l e  people, many o f  
/ them pens ioners ,  who f e e l  vu lne rab l e  on 
[ t h e  s t r e e t .  They u s e  Carnegie Cent re  a s  
ian a lcohol  & drug-f ree  r e t r e a t  from t h e  
/ s t r e s s e s  o f  cramped h o t e l  l i v i n g .  The 
ICentre i s  i n  e f f e c t  t h e i r  " l i v i n g  room." 
As  wel l ,  t h e r e  a r e  many f a m i l i e s  wi th  

' c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a rea .  
In  t h e  p a s t  few yea r s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f e  

l i f e  has been a f f e c t e d  cons iderably  by 
t h e  drug t r ade .  For example: 

I * Oppenheimer Park, o u r  main outdoor r e -  
fuge i n  t h i s  crowded a rea ,  has  become 

almost a  no-go a r e a  f o r  s e n i o r s ,  women & 
' c h i l d r e n ,  because o f  t h e  drug t r a f f i c k i n g  
t h e r e .  Drug d e a l e r s  bury drugs & paraphe- 
n a l i a  i n  t h e  shrubbery & i n  t h e  sand i n  
t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  a rea .  F igh t s  among 
d e a l e r s  a r e  not  uncommon. S t a f f  members 
i n  t h e  park  have had t h e i r  l i v e s  t h r e a t -  
ened by drug d e a l e r s  j u s t  f o r  t r y i n g  t o  
keep t h e  park open t o  a l l .  Sen io r s  coming 
f o r  a  q u i e t  game of  checkers  o r  t o  watch 
t h e  ballgame a r e  <cared away- 

* The cokner of Has t ings  & Dunlevy i s  so  
dominated by t h e  drug d e a l e r s  t h a t  i t  

is  in t imida t ing  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  even t o  go 
t o  t h e  corner  grocery  t h e r e .  Other  busin- 
e s s e s  along t h e  s t r e e t  a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  
Campbell a r e  s u f f e r i n g ,  too.  The o ld  
people won't come out  of  t h e i r  rooms a t  
n igh t ;  t h e y  aTe t o o  f r i gh t ened ,  v i r t u a l l y  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e i r  rooms. 

* Stra thcona  Elementary School i s  under 
s i ege .  Pa ren t s  have t o  t ake  t h e i r  ch i ld -  

11. 

* The bus s t o p s  & benches along t fas t ings  
have been t aken  over  by drug d e a l e r s .  

The r e s i d e n t s  c a n ' t  u se  t h e  benches t o  
r e s t  while  wai t ing  f o r  t h e i r  bus. Open 
d r ink ing  6 l o i t e r i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  Asto- 
r i a  wine & b e e r  s t o r e  & t h e  nieghbouring 
bus s t o p  a r e  i n t imida t ing .  The bench a t  
Has t ings  & Campbell was r e c e n t l y  removed 
without c o n s u l t a t i o n  with r e s i d e n t s .  

* Teenage g i r l s  who l i v e  i n  t h e  neighbour 
hood & a r e  on t h e  way t o  school  a r e  

sub jec t  t o  harrassment  by johns c i r c u l a t -  
ing t h e  s t r e e t s  looking f o r  sex. 

* The n o i s e  a t  a l l  hours, t h e  t r a f f i c ,  
t h e  shout ing  & s t r e e t  a c t i o n  i s  d i s t u r -  

b ing  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  Taxi cabs a r e  major 
of fenders ,  b r ing ing  d e a l e r s  6 johns t o  t h e  
a rea .  Many r e s i d e n t s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  awak- 
ened. This  is  becoming a s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  
problem. 

We apprec i a t e  t h a t  t h e  problem of  drugs 
i s  a  profound one f o r  soc i e ty ,  & cannot be  
solved i n  one neighbourhood. In  t h e  s h o r t  
term t h e r e  must be  an e f f o r t  t o  remove t h e  
problem from t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r ea s .  Po l i ce  
and c i v i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  co-operat ing t o  
he lp  confine t h e  s t r e e t  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  a r ea ,  n e a r  t h e  wa te r f ron t ,  
where r e s i d e n t s  won't  be impacted. 

We f e e l  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  one measure 
t h a t  can be  taken  by rhe  cou r t  sysrem r h a r  
w i l l  h e lp  reduce t h e  impact of  t h e  problem 
on us.  We would l i k e  t o  s e e  a  g r e a t e r  u se  
made of a r e a  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  
charged and/or convic ted  o f  drug o f f enses  
who do no t  l i v e  i n  t h e  neighbourhood, and 
f o r  johns coming i n t o  t h e  a rea .  This  would 
reduce t h e  r epea t  o f f ende r  syndrome 6 g ive  
our  community some r e l i e f .  

I f  you have any ques t ions ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  g e t  i n  touch with u s .  

Margaret Prevost ,  
Vice-president ,  CCCA. ren  t o  school  i n  cQnvoys f o r  sa fe  e s c o r t  

t o  s h i e l d  them from discarded  needles  and 
condoms. - - 



Chmpute-r Room Hours 
Learning Centre S tudents  & Tutors  Only Carnegie Community Cent re  Members 

Monday 10:OOam - 5:00 pm Monday 5:OOpm - 10:OOpm 
Tuesday 10: 00am - 6: OOpm Tuesday 6 :  00pm - 8:  00pm 
Wednesday 10:OOam - 2:45pm Wednesday 4:OOpm - 8:OOpm 
Thursday 10: 00am - 5: 00pm Thursday 5 : 00pm - 10 : 00pm 
Friday 10:OOam - 5:OOpm Friday 5 :00pm - 8:OOpm 

Computer Room Hours may vary t o  accommodate Scheduled Classes .  

Computer Room Hours may vary  depending on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  v o l u n t e e r  t u to r s .  
- 

Upcoming Cl- 
2:OOpm-3:30pm In t roduc t ion  t o  IBM PC wordperfect P r o j e c t s  

Instructor: Steve Akins II ( B a s i c w o r d p e r f e c t  needed) 
Classroom: ff1 ll 

4 :OOpm-5:3Opm I n t r o  1:to 'WordPerfect II 
I n s t r u c t o r :  Steve Akins 
Classroom: ff1 

4:OOpm-5:30pm WordPerfect P r o j e c t s  H 

1 Jan1.9 - Jan 16, 1993 
I BULLET MACRO 

(2 weeks) 

Jan 23 - Feb 14, 1993 
DAI LY CALENDARJ~UCROJMERGE 

(4 weeks) 

I n s t r u c t o r :  Floyd Wong 
Classroom: #2 MEMO wi th  GRAPHICS/KEYBOARD MERGE 

6 : 00pm- 7: 30pm Spec i a l  I n t e r e s t  c l a s s  (3 weeks) 

~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ :  steve Aki,ls 
Classroom: ff1 Jan  16 - Mar 7, 1993 

QUATRO (1-2-3 c lone)  
A Lotus 1-2-3 compatible  spceadsheet .  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  r equ i r ed .  No s tuden t  w i l l  
be  accepted  a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  c l a s s .  (8 weeks) 
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.The North American Free Trade Agreement 
'NAFTA? Oh yes. That's something about free 
trade, isn't it? But I don't know whether it's good 
or bad. I can't understand the jargon, and I hear 
as many "yes's" as "no's". How will it affect me? 
I feel ovenvhelmed by mega business money-talk; 
uncomfortable with the reassuring words of 
smooth politicians; even more uncomfortable to be 
ignorant of what it all means. Especially what it 
means for us ordinary people who watch the 
spending power of our income shrinking and have 
tittle security for the future. 

An October report on this subject, published by the 
Ecumenical Coalition for Economic Justice, helped 
me to understand why we sometimes hear strong 
negative opinions about NAFTA. This report 
contends that our present Free Trade Agreement 
with the U. S. "limits the ability of democratically 
elected governments to undertake independent 
initiatives in such areas as investment, services, 
natural resources, culture and social policies," and 
that the new agreement, NAFTA, will "tie the 
hands of future government even tighter by adding 
new conditions to the FTA and extending its 
membership." 

(Hey, wait a minute. This is a democracy we live 
in. Do we elect our government representatives so 
they can get themselves all tied up and powerless 
when it comes to economic decisions involving us? 
Scary stuffl) 

Requirements which formerly restrained 
transnational corporations would be loosened 
under NAFTA. Canada, for example, would be 
prevented from negotiating "an agreement like the 
Auto Pact requiring companies wishing to sell 
products in the Canadian market to employ 
Canadians or use Canadian inputs." 

Crown corporations would be required to act 
"solely in accordance with commercial 
considerations.. . " and could be challenged under 
NAFTA if they departed from "market principles" 
in promoting conservation of natural resources, for 
example. ' 

b 

Provincial governments would get locked into 
NAFTA restrictions unless our federal government 
named specific exemptions, and this must be done 
within two ears after NAFTA goes into effect. 
(And what i ? changes are needed after the two year 
time limit? Too bad.) 

NAFTA seems to protect the rights of corporate 
owners of patents and coyprights, but ignores the 
little guy. The producer of a sound recording, for 
example, gets 50 years' patent protection, but the 
artists who compose or perform the musical work 
are not mentioned. 

Proposed changes in Canadian federal laws to limit 
the manufacture of no name drugs would likely 
become permanent under NAFTA. It is estimated 
that generic copies of patent medicines save 
Canadians over $500 million each year. Bad news 
for the sick and poor. 

There is a rather frightening part of this report 
titled "privatizing life". "Hidden within the legal 
language of the NAJTA constitution are provisions 
that would permit private companies to lay claim 
to ownership of living matter, including genetic 
material, biological material such as is found in 
nature and inventions relating to living matter that 
comprise the human body'. . . " 
(Securing patent rights over living matter? 
Including human? 1 can't believe what I'm 
reading!) "Famers will be forced to pay royalities 
for every seed and farm animaI derived from 
patented stock, forced to become more dependent 
on fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides and the 
machinery made by the same companies who 
collected the traditional seeds in the first place and 
now sell back the chemicallydependent 
derivatives. " 

What about jobs? This question is always 
uppermost in the minds of us ordinary folk. The 
report says "Mexico's experience of economic 
liberalizahon and modernization during the 1980's 
has already shown the claim that economic 
integration will bring many well-paying jobs is a 
hoax." And it names our own experience under I 

the present Free Trade Agreement as "Three and a I,  

half years of job losses and erosion of democratic 1 
rights." I 

I 

In plain and simple language, then, NAFTA 
sounds like more power to the corporate agenda, 
less to anyone at the bottom of the heap. The 
eagle tightening its claws around its prey: us. 

Maureen Davis is n trusry volunteer at ELP. 



ACTION ALERT: YOU CAN HELP SAVE CANADA 

"Nobody mude a p a t l e r  d u k e  thnn the person who did rwthing because thq, 
could only do a little. " 

Edmund Burke 

SPEND 15 MINUTES TO SAVE CANADA 

Read a  l e a f l e t  o r  an a r t i c l e  on t h e  'Free  Trade'  dea l .  Any o f  t h e  Action 
Canada Network o rgan i sa t i ons  can provide  you with a  wide v a r i e t y  of  them. 

Phone a  f r i e n d  & t a l k  t o  them about t h e  'Free Trade'  dea l s .  Pass  along a  .. 
copy of  any a r t i c l e  you hqve read.  

Ca l l  a  p o l i t i c i a n  4 t e l l  them you're  i n  favour  o f  t e rmina t ing  t h e  US-Canada 
Free Trade Agreement & exp la in  why. Ask f o r  t h e i r  support .  T e l l  them you ' re  
opposed t o  a  3-way 'Free Trade1 pac t  wi th  Canada, t h e  US & Mexico & expla in  
why. Ask them t o  speak ou t  a g a i n s t  it. 

put a  'Repeal The Deal' message on your telephone answering machine. 

Send a  f i n a n c i a l  donat ion t o  t h e  Action Canada Network, 904-251 Laur i e r  Ave 
West, Ottawa, Ontario,  KIP 556 (Tel: (613) 233-1764) and/or  t h e  a f f i l i a t e d  
p rov inc i a l  c o a l i t i o n s .  (211-456 W.Broadway, Vancouver, B.C., V5Y 1R3) 

Subscribe t o  t h e  Action Canada Dossier .  It'sthemc~stup-to-date information 
about what Canadians a r e  doing t o  s t o p  t h e  f r e e  t r a d e  agenda & b u i l d  a 
f u t u r e  f o r  Canada t h a t  p u t s  people f i r s t .  

Make su re  you a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vo t e  i n  t h e  next  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  expected 
i n  1993. Make su re  you & a l l  your fami ly  & f r i e n d s  a r e  enumerated p r i o r  t o  
t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Pass t h i s  i n f o  on t o  fami ly  & f r i e n d s  & vo te  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

Make su re  you a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vo t e  i n  your next  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  by 
contac t ing  your Provinc ia l  Voters  Information,  Elect ions/Regis t rarofVoters .  

SPEND HALF AN HOUR TO.SAVE CANADA 

Write a  l e t t e r  t o  Audrey MacLaughlin, Leader o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  NDP 6 t o  Jean 
Chre t ien ,  Leader of t h e  f e d e r a l  Libera l  .Party.  Ask them t o  ensure  t h e i r  
p a r t i e s  a r e  prepared t o  g ive  t h e  U.S. t h e  necessary  6 months n o t i c e  t o  Ter- 
minate t h e  US-Canada Free Trade Agreement fol lowing t h e  next  f e d e r a l  e l e c t -  
ion. Write c/o Parliament Buildings,  Ottawa, Ontar io ,  K I A  0A6. (No stamps!) 

wr i t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Ed i to r  o f  your l o c a l  paper about t h e  t r a d e  d e a l s .  

Telephone r ad io  phone-in shows t o  express  your opin ions  o r  t o  ques t ion  pol-  
i t i c i a n s  and/or  o t h e r s  on t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  t r a d e  d e a l s .  

Write a  l e t t e r  t o  your Federa l  M.P. express ing  your suppor t  f o r  te rmina t ion  
of t h e  US-Canada Free Trade Agreement and opposing t h e  Canada-US-Mexico 
t r a d e  t a l k s .  Ask f o r  t h e i r  support .  

I f  you a r e  a  member of a  group, church, union o r  o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  ge t  
them t o  p a s s  r e s o l u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a d e  d e a l s .  Send cop ie s  t o  MPs/papers. 



SPENDTWOHOURSTOSAVECANADA 

* Contact your Action Canada Network p r o v i n c i a l  c o a l i t i o n ,  Bbrroworbuycopies  
o f  v ideos  "We Can Say No!" and "Fighting Back!". I n v i t e  f r i e n d s  t o  watch 4 
t a l k  about it - t a k e  ac t ion .  Lend i t  t o  o the r s ;  copy i t  E pass  i t  along. 

* Read t h e  Action Canada Dossier .  Pass it along t o  your f r i e n d s . ,  

SPEND AN AFTERNOON SAVING CANADA 

* Organize a  'Bar-B-Que (or  vege ta r i an  fea i i t )  Against Free Trade ' .  Raise some 
money f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  campaign. Watch some of  t h e  v ideos ;  wr i t e  l e t t e r s .  - .  

SPEND 2 - 3 HOURS PER WEEK SAVING CANADA 

* Get involved i n  your community, church o r  union around f r e e  t r a d e  & r e l a t e d  
i s sues .  J o i n  wi th  t h e  Action Canada Network & he lp  t o  o rgan i se  more educat- 
ion  and even t s  t o  save Canada. 

* Organlse a  p u b l i c  meeting on Free Trade. 

* S t a r t  an Action Canada a f f i l i a t e  group i n  your community. 
* D i s t r i b u t e  t h e  video productions i n  your community. 
* Come up with your own ideas  and l e t  u s  know what you a r e  doing. 



Going Crazy 

By t h e  time I committed myself t o  River- 
view i n  t h e  l a t e  60 ' s  I was t h i r t y  someth- 
ing years  o ld  - I  had a few years  i n  the  
army, 5 years  of marriage, & a sporadic 
c a r e e r  as  a commercial a r t i s t  behind me. 

How I  got t o  go crazy was because of 
t h i s  desperate need I had t o  experiende 
t h e  t r u t h  i n  myself, emotionally. I t  push- 
ed my head through a l o t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on 
dream analys is  & shamanic f o l k l o r e  & I  
wrote a l l  my dreams down f o r  s eve ra l  years. 
This  amounted t o  a  s t ack  of paper 6 inches 
t h i c k  I ca r r i ed  around with me, read & r e -  
read ,  analyzed & made no te s  on. 

I got  t o  be q u i t e  a l i ena t ed  from the  
oucsj.de world. Iii fzc t  I ~ C C Z E P  cnmni - t~ iy  r----- 

absorbed in  my f e a r  & hat red  of  it. 
The dream notes  cent red  on my re l a t ion -  

sh ip  t o  my f a the r ,  which had been mostly a  
cold d i s t a n t  r e sen t fu l  kind of  t h ing  I 
wanted t o  ge t  r i d  o f .  I  was car ry ing  a 
burden of f e a r  & hat red  around i n s i d e  me. 
I knew it was t h e r e  - t h e  s c a r s  & wounds 
of  a  childhood spent  s t rugg l ing  agains t  
what seemed t o  me t o  be a  harsh demanding 
pa ren ta l  au tho r i ty  t h a t  never considered 
my fee l ings ,  a t t i t u d e s  & i deas  t o  be worth 
anything a t  a l l .  

The search f o r  t r u t h  was a l o t  l i k e  
c leaning  out a  sh i thouse ,  except ,  what 
s tunk was me. A t  l e a s t  i s  seemed l i k e  me 
a t  t h e  time, but  r e a l l y  it was j u s t  an. i m -  
age of myself I ' d  made out  of  mistakes,  
problems & bad s i t u a t i o n s .  

Anyway, when I  f i n a l l y  got  t h e  idea  t o  
k i l l  my f a t h e r ,  it seemed l i k e  some magic- 
a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  my own personal  s a lva t ion  
- a saving grace.  I was amazed a t  how s i m -  
p l e  t he  answer was. A l l  I had t o  do was 
k i l l  my f a the r !  ... Of course..why hadn' t  I 
thought of it before?  

Actually, I  had thought o f  it before.  
Years l a t e r  I remembered I ' d  solemnly vow 
ed t o  k i l l  him a t  9 years  o ld ,  a f t e r  he 'd 
t e r r o r i z e d  & bea t  me f o r  not  e a t i n g  a l l  
t h e  food on my p l a t e .  
... but  t h i s  was d i f f e r e n t .  The impulse t o  
k i l l  him had taken on t h e  q u a l i t i e s  of a  
r e l i g i o u s  i n s p i r a t i o n  - it was going t o  
s e t  me f r ee .  Usually I had a hard time de 
c id ing  anything because I spent  so  much 
t ime thinking about every p o s s i b i l i t y ,  bu 

ow suddenly it was a s  I f  t h i s  tremendous t 
onyic t ion  had taken me over & was guiding I 

~y every move. Without t he  s l i g h t e s t  sense 
f g u i l t  o r  even a second thought I drew 
loney out  of  t h e  bank, took a bus from 
'oronto t o  Vancouver, ren ted  a c a r ,  bought 
. semi-automatic r i f l e  & s t a r t e d  shooting 
~ o t t l e s  f o r  t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  h i l l s  
lbove North Van. 
..it was a case of  temporary i n s a n i t y ,  

,ut  i t  seemed l i k e  t h e  answer t o  a l l  my 
moblems. 1 parked t h e  c a r  ac ros s  t h e  
; t r e e t  from t h e  house I ' d  grown up i n  & 
;at with t h e  r i f l e  i n  my l a p .  I s l e p t  i n  
:he c a r  f o r  3 days wait ing f o r  my f a t h e r  
:o appear. I d i d n ' t  want t o  go i n  & search  
!or him & involve o t h e r  people i n  what was 
,n*\nnninn mi r r....c h s + . . r s m . .  him C ms .uyyu..s..6. vuc..rr.l r l r r l l  ,, ,.,.., 50 1 
{anted t o  ambush him - pick him off  from a 
l i s t ance  l i k e  a  sn iper .  I t  was only  years  
! a t e r  t h a t  T. remembered t h i s  had been h i s  
! r ea t e s t  f e a r ;  t h a t  t h e  Mafia would send a 
lit man t o  g e t  him because he was involved 
in bookmaking & had given evidence aga ins t  
:hem In  cour t .  

Anyway, a f t e r  3 days I ' d  seen no one en- 
t e r  b r  l eave  t h e  house & my s t r ange  euph-. 
)r ia wore o f f .  One day I looked at t h e  ri- 
f l e  i n  my l a p  & became overwhelmed with a  
kind of l oa th ing  f o r  myself & what I  was 
Joing. I t  was l i k e  waking up from a dream 
6 t h e r e  was t h i s  k i l l i n g  machine s i t t i n g  
the re  l i k e  some a l i e n  th ing  t h a t  had drop- 
ped ou t  of t h e  sky. I immediately drove up 
the a l l e y ,  dumped t h e  r i f l e ,  re turned  t h e  
car ,  walked d i r e c t l y  t o  a phone booth, 
c a l l e d  up ~ i v g r v i e w  & committed myself. I I 

f e l t  l i k e  my l i f e  was over  - dead & gone. 
I was a new person with no p lace  i n  t h e  
world. Even i f  I s t i l l  had a name on an I D  
card - they  could c a l l  me by t h a t  name i f  
they  wanted t o  but  I was nothing now - j u s t  
a  body with no r e a l  i d e n t i t y  it could be- 
l i e v e  in .  

Tha t ' s  why I l e t  them give  me shock 
t rea tments .  I j u s t  signed t h e  papers  - it 
meant nothing t o  me. I a c t u a l l y d i d n ' t  c a r e  
at t h a t  po in t  whether I l i v e d  o r  died.  The 
head p s y c h i a t r i s t  was a guy c a l l e d  Doctor 
S c h l i c t e r .  He had b r i g h t  red h a i r  E German 
accent  & t h i c k  round l enses  i n  h i s  g l a s ses  
t h a t  made him look l i k e  a  pstcho. I could 



tell he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  a  word I s a id .  
The shock t r ea tmen t s  fuzzed ou t  my mem- 

o ry  & I enjoyed t h a t  because everything i n  
me seemed t o  be  concent ra ted  on des t roying  
the  p a s t  anyway. I  wanted t o  l i v e  i n  a  
dream, be taken ca re  of l i k e  a  l i t t l e  child, 
6 j u s t  wander around i n  an a l t e r e d  s t a t e  
of mind . . .  when they  found out  I could draw 
they gave me coloured f e l t  pens & I  spent  
hours c r e a t i n g  worlds of my own on paper. 

Then they  contac ted  my wife  i n  Toronto & 
had me shipped back t o  he r .  She was a  good 
woman, with a  l o t  o f  sympathy f o r  what I  
was going through, bu t  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t u n d e r  
s tand  it - & n e i t h e r  could I. Af te r  a  few 
weeks I ' d  got  myself committed t o  t he  Ont- 
a r i o  mental h o s p i t a l  on Queen S t r e e t .  This 
was dangerous, though I  d i d n ' t  th ink  about 
it a t  t h e  time; two p s y c h i a t r i s t s  c e r t i f -  
i ed  me schizophrenic  ( I  wasn't  r e a l l y )  - 
they can keep you locked up fo reve r  when 
t h a t  happens. 

I wasn' t r e a l l y  sch izo ,  but  11 was a good 
n a t u r a l  ac to r ,  s o  I j u s t  l e t  a l l  my worst 
f e e l i n g s  show; I  had t o  have some place t o  
escape from t h e  world & mental h o s p i t a l s  
seemed t o  be it. But I saw a  guy ik999;who 
was a  l o t  worse off  than  me o r  anyone e l s e  
on t h e  ward. They brought him through on a 
bed wi th  wheels. He was t i e d  down with l e a -  
t h e r  s t r a p s .  They wheeled him i n t o  a  s i d e  
room & went f o r  c o f f e e ,  s o  I  snuck i n  t o  
have a  look. The guy had t h e  p a l e s t  sk in  
I ' ve  eve r  seen - almost b lood le s s .  He was 
soaked i n  sweat - b r i g h t  r e d  h a i r  p l a s t e r -  
ed t o  h i s  forehead.  He was screaming & 
growling & showing h i s  t e e t h  l i k e  an anim- 
a l  - s n a r l i n g  & s p i t t i n g  & clawing t h e  a i r  
- s t rugg l ing  c o n s t a n t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t r a p ?  
t h a t  he ld  him. H i s  eyes were t o t a l l y  f i x -  
a t ed  i n  some o t h e r  world & it was obvious- 
l y  a  he l lwor ld  populated wi th  demons & we 
were it. I'm s u r e  he  be l i eved  bhe male 
nurses  who were moving him t o  some o t h e r  
ward were working f o r  t h e  f o r c e s  of e v i l  
t h a t  had captured him. 

But t h e r e  was an  i n c r e d i b l y  wild beauty 
t o  h i s  madness. Looking a t  t h i s  s t range  
c r e a t u r e  I  could on ly  f e e l  a deep r e spec t  

. f o r  h i s  s p i r i t .  Whether i t  e v e r  returned 
t o  a human form o r  n o t  I don ' t  know - but  
i n  t h a t  moment it was voyaging f u r t h e r  

than I e v e r  dared t o  go - a  brave soul  bu t  
probably l o s t  t o  u s  now - beyond the  po in t  
~f p o s s i b l e  r e tu rn .  

La t e r  I heard he 'd go t  f r e e  & ran down 
the  c o r r i d o r  a t t a c k i n g  p a t i e n t s  - b i t i n g  & 
sc ra t ch ing  them ind i sc r imina t e ly  l i k e  a  
r ab id  animal. 

I considered him some kind of s a i n t ,  bu t  
then,  I'm crazy ,  & have t h i s  obsession 
with dragging dark t h ings  i n t o  t h e  l i g h t .  

Continued next  i s s u e . .  . TOR A 

I The people 

GAME PLAY I 
I s e e n  t h e  l i g h t s  

I For a h i g h e r  power. 

Freedom is  a l l  w e  s e e .  I 

I 
L e t ' s  have  a scheme 
t o  o u r  dream scene .  

The move's on 
Peop le  g e t  h i g h e r ,  n o t  
l i g h t e r .  

I Ve g o t  a s o l u t i o n  
g e t  i t  t o g e t h e r .  

Don' t  dream fo r  
Freedom is  h e r e  

I Higher  Power 
TODAY. 

Frank & J o e  



I n  l o v i n g  memory of Ala in  Monsoor 

You have s p r e a d  k indness  smoothly 
amongst t h e  p e o p l e  sur rounding  you. 

Your l a u g h t e r  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  
A d  a s  you walked away, t h e y  walked away 
s i n g i n g  s i l e n t l y .  

The d i s c u s s i o n s  we had s h a r e d ,  w i t h  
your  r e a s s u r i n g  words,  h a s  s a t u r a t e d  and 
e n r i c h e d  o u r  l i v e s .  Your t h o u g h t s  w i l l  
never  b e  f o r g o t t e n .  

You're i n  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  n w ,  and we 
w i l l  always remember a  unique i n d i v i d u a l .  

s a d l y  missed  by Theresa ,  Lydia  & P a u l  
\ - T h e  M o l e  

F e e l i n g s ,  hanging naked, undermine t h e  h e a r t ,  
- 7  - - 

proclaimed by t h e  assembly, of which we a r e  a  p a r t ;  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  we f e e l  them, though wonder a t  t h e i r  power. 
One p l a n s  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  space  one day, y e t  knowing n o t  t h e  hour ,  

A n i m b l e  g a i t  i s  needed t o  t r i p  amongst t h e  mines 
which tend  t o  c a t c h  o n e ' s  freedoms and demarca t ion  l i n e s .  

We c a r e  about t h e  consc ience  and c a r e  what l i e s  benea th .  

The l imbs c u t  p a i n  c o n t i n u a l l y  and t h r u s t  m a l f u n c t i o n s  o u t .  

Don't c a r e  about t h e  r u l e s  no more, d o n ' t  c a r e  about  t h e  g r i e f .  

The animal i s  screaming y e t  no-one h e a r s  t h e  s h o u t .  
From innocence t o  b l i n d  r a g e ,  which then  p r o p e l l s  t h e  l i g h t ,  
t h e  mole i s  s t r u g g l i n g  h e l p l e s s l y  i n  a  massive,  g h a s t l y  f i g h t .  
The e a r t h  i s  pushing on t h e  f a c e  ..... she  cannot f i n d  t h e  a i r ,  
s h e ' l l  s u f f o c a t e  u n l e s s  s h e  f i n d s  a n o t h e r  one t o  c a r e .  
And a r e  we not  l i k e  h e r ,  my f r i e n d s ,  when t h e  c h i p s  f a l l  b a d l y  down? 
The murmur of w h a t ' s  l e f t  of u s ,  d i s c e r n e d  benea th  t h e  ground? 

I n s h a l l a h  

I t ' s  Wednesday t h e  9 t h  of December. Car- 
n e g i e  i s  aglow. The h a r p  i s  b e i n g  played 
on t h e  2nd f l o o r  & people  a r e  s t r i n g i n g  
Popcorn f o r  t h e  t r e e .  I n  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  r ed  
& green b a l l o o n s  smother t h e  f l o o r  a s  they  
w a i t  t o  b e  hung. .  .every f l o o r  is  jumping 
wi th  happy v o i c e s .  

No one needs t o  be a l o n e  when they  come 
t o  Carnegie .  I t ' s  t h e  b i g g e s t  f a m i l y  any- 
one c o ~ l d  wish f o r .  
The s m e l l  of h r r i e d  r i c e  i s  coming from 

t h e  k i t c h e n  & t h e  c ranber ry  muff ins  a r e  
c r i s p  & warm. 
Paul  i s  typ ing  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  & me, 1 I r n  

j u s t  g r a t e f u l  t o  b e  p a r t  of t h i s  f a m i l y .  
Love, 

S h e i l a  Baxte r  
S h e i l a  and thanks!  P RT 

- 
F o l k s ,  

S h e i l a  was i n v i t e d  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  b e  p a r t  of a workshop 
w i t h  F i n a n c i a l  Aid Workers & o t h e r  s t a f f .  
Her books,  No Way To Live  and Under The 
Viaduc t ,  showed them s h e  knew about l i f e  

'on t h e  s t r e e t  & l i f e  w i t h  w e l f a r e .  
She s p e n t  over  5 hours  w i t h  them l i s t e n -  

i n g  & t a l k i n g .  P a r t  of h e r  agreement t o  
b e  t h e r e  was an  honourarium payab le  t o  t h e  
Carnegie  N e w s l e t t e r .  S h e i l a  brought  $55 
back . .pa id  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  work- 
e r s ,  n o t  NSS. S h e i l a  wrote  a  s h o r t  s t o r y  
f o r  t h e  l a s t  N e w s l e t t e r ,  I pu t  i t  i n  t h e  
p l a c e  f o r  s t u f f  t o  b e  typed ,  then  i t  g o t  
more s t u f f  on t o p  of i t  & l o  & b e h o l d  when 
t h e  paper  came ou t  i t  wasn ' t  t h e r e !  S o r r y  



'DOWNTOWN STD C l i n i c  - Monday th rough  Fr iday ,  9am - 5pm. 
EASTSIDE FREE MEDICAL C L I N I C  - Mon, Wed, F r i d a y :  5:30-7:30pm. 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; e v e r y  day 9am - 5pm. 

ACTIVITIES Needle Exchange V a n  - on t h e  s t r e e t  Mon-Sat evenings .  
SOCIETY N.A.  meets e v e r y  Monday n i g h t  a t  223 Main S t r e e t .  

Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets d a i l y  a t  101 W.Cordova, 10-2:.30. 

1992 DONATIONS: Cement Masons-$100 Submiss ion 
1)eadline 

Keith C.  - $ Z O  Paula R. -$20 NEXT ISSUE 
Nancy W.-$100 Colleen E.-$25 
Luba P.-$10 S t u a r t  M.  -$I0 
Robert -$I0 CEEDS -$SO 
Rotary Club of Chinatown -$767.15 
Four S i s t e r s  Co-op -$SO0 Joyce M.-$10 
DERA - $500 The Old S a i l o r  -$40 Tom-$5 
Legal Services -$950 PLURA -$a00 
Hazel M.-$25 Etienne S.-$50 

0 
Cecile C.-$20 Forest  Lawn -$25 B i l l  T.-$20 N E W S L E T T E R  
Yvonne C.-$10 Roberts ALC -$30 Jean F.-$15 
Er ic  E.-$10 Smithers S.S.-$45 Ken-$5 THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 

FAWS -$55 Mary G.t$25 'Wm.B.-$20 Joy T.$20 CARNEGIE COWNLTY CENTRE ASSOCIATION. 

Anonymous -$I8 George Y .  -$20 A r t i c l e s  represent  the  v iews  o f  indiv idual  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  and not o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

N E E D  H E L P  ? 
The Downtown Eas t s i d e  Residents ' Association 
can help  you with: 

* any welEare problem 
* information on l e g a l  r i g h t s  
* disputes  with landlords 
* unsaEe l iv ing  condit ions 
* income tax  
* U I C  problems 
* f inding housing 
* opening a bank account 

Come i n t o  the D E M  o f f i c e  a t  9 East Hastings St  
o r  phone us a t  682-0931. 

DERA's General Membership meet'ing is on t h e  l 'ast Fr idsy i 
of every month i n  Carnegie Thea t re ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  10:30am.' -. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING THE 
. . DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE FOR 19 YEARS 



J u s t  a  l i t t l e  sma l l e r . .  . I 
A n o t e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  backroom deal: 

s p o t s  Gordon Campbell g iv ing  h i s  buddy, 
Jack Poole, t h e  con t r ac t  t o  bu i ld  f o r  thc 
Vancouver Land Corporat ion.  A year  went 
by. .nothing was b u i l t .  Poole came t o  C i t )  
Council,  asking t h a t  he be  permi t ted  t o  
reduce t h e  s i z e  of bachelor  s u i t e s  ... t o  
make them "more a f fordable" .  

People were out raged ,  diagrams were i n  
l o c a l  papers ,  t h e  new s i z e  was t h e  same 
a s  2 parking spaces s ide-by-s ide  - which 
would be a  s e l f - con ta ined  s u i t e ,  with a  
f u l l  bathroom (shower o r  t u b ) ,  k i tchen  & 
wliving/sleepingll.larea. With Campbell & 
t h e  NPA major i ty  on Council a l l  d i s s e n t  
f e l l  on deaf e a r s .  The 280 s q . f t .  u n i t s  
were approved. The " a f f o r d a b i l i t y "  - $49( 
a month - was/is supposed t o  appeal  t o  
s tudeq t s  & people i n  e n t r y  l e v e l  s e r v i c e  
s e c t o r  jobs ( s tuck  a t  minimum wage): 

Apparently t he se  u n i t s  a r e n ' t  a s  small  
a s  some developers  want. Another p r o j e c t  
is i n  t he  works, o s t e n s i b l y  t o  bu i ld  hou- 
s ing  f o r  t h e  same market of  people who 
a r e  "used to"  smallness .  .who "don' t  need1 
more than 275 sq  f t  ... who a r e ,  a g a i n , p o o ~  
s tuden t s ,  minimum wage workers, commuter. 
who would s t a y  i n  town dur ing  t h e  week & 
weekends a t  home out  i n  t h e  boonies. 

I f  t h i s  f u r t h e r  reduct ion  i n  t h e  mini- 
mum i s  allowed, it w i l l  open t h e  door t o  
a wave of t i n y  apartments  being b u i l t  f o ~  
a market made up of  low income people whc 
have no choice.  "Affordabi l i ty"  is  a joke 
a s  $490 a month i s  t h e  e n t r y  p r i c e  - a s  
t h i s  goes up t o  what t h e  market w i l l  b e a ~  
& e x i s t i n g  h o t e l s  & rooming houses g e t  
shut  down/demolished, t r u l y  a f f o r d a b l e  
housing w i l l  become a s  s c a r c e  a s  hen ' s  
t e e t h .  More on t h i s  t r e n d  w i l l  be  coming 
from Tenants '  Rights  Action Coa l i t i on .  

(Data submit ted by P e t e r  Greenwell) 

A t  t h e  December 8 FrontLine Advocate 
Workers1 meeting i n  t h e  Lower Mainland, 
FLAWS came up wi th  ou r  own Wish L i s t .  

Longterm goals :  
1) Welfare r a t e s  i nc reased  t o  above t h e  

pover ty  l i n e .  
2) Minimum wage inc reased  t o  above t h e  

pover ty  l i n e .  
3) Recognition of  we l f a r e  a s  a r i g h t  and 

en t i t l emen t ,  no t  c h a r i t y .  

Shor t te rm goals :  
1) Revamp t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  handicapped t o  

be  more i n c l u s i v e ,  a s  p e r  t h e  " ~ d -  HOC 

' 92" recommendat i on .  
2)  Earnings Exemptions - g e t  r i d  o f  r e s t -  

r i c t i o n s  of  enhanced e a r n i n g s . l i k e  time 
l i m i t s ,  and handicapped v s  o t h e r s .  

3) Get r i d  o f  employable & unemployable 
ca t egos t e s ,  & i n c r e a s e  a l l  wel fare  t o  
a t  l e a s t  c u r r e n t  unemployable r a t e s .  

4) S top  fo rced  employment o f  'lemployables!q 
5)  Moratorium on j u d i c i a l  reviews o f  welf- 

a r e  t r i b u n a l  dec i s ions .  
6 )  Abolish t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between s h e l t e r  

and support  payments. 
7) Make q u a l i t y  therapy-of -choice  f o r  abuse 

v i c t i m s  a v a i l a b l e  and funded. 
8)  S e t  up an Advisory & Implementation co- 

mmittee t o  a c t  on good recommendations. 
9)  S top  lump sum deduct ions  o f  back fami ly  

maintenance & compensation payments 
from we l f a r e  cheques. I 

10) Income Ass is tance  f o r  youth s o t h e y  can .  
s t a y  i n  school  & n o t  q u i t  t o  g e t  work. 

11) Bus pas se s  f o r  a l l  people  on wel fare  & 
working poor below t h e  pover ty  l i n e .  

12 )  Abolish a l l  u s e r  f e e s  f o r  medical s e r -  
v i c e s ,  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  & a l t e r n a t i v e s .  , 

13) Return of  rentalsman.  
14) L i s t  o f  l o c a l  advocates  i n  MSS o f f i c e s ,  



Ada and l i t t l e  one 

"Ada, why do we g e t  g i f t s  a t  Christmas?" 

"Christmas is  a c e l e b r a t i o n  of  C h r i s t ' s  
b i r t hday .  C h r i s t  d i e d  and ro se  on t h e  25th 
o f  December. People  came from mi l e s  & miles  
t o  g ive  g i f t s  t o  t h e  new born." 

"So Ada, i f  i t  is c h r i s t ' s  b i r t hday ,  why 
am I g e t t i n g  t h e  g i f t s ? "  

"Well my unders tanding  i s  t h a t  C h r i s t  d i ed  
on t h e  c ro s s .  C h r i s t  was t h e  son o f  God. 
C h r i s t  was s e n t  t o  u s  t o  d e l i v e r a m e s s a g e .  

I1Ths g i f t s  t h a t  t h e  newborn r ece ived  were 
p r e s e n t s  t h a t  would be b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  t h e  
people ,  such a s  c l o t h i n g  o r  food and/or  
j obs ,  s o  people  could suppor t  themselves 
and fami ly .  
"Today, however, Chris tmas is  c e l e b r a t e d  
i n  a way t h a t  p r e s e n t s  have over- looked 
t h e  t r u e  meaning of  Chris tmas.  S t o r e s  a r e  
making p r o f i t s  way beyond t h e i r  needs.  
People buy more than  t h e i r  w a l l e t s  bea r .  

"When I was a  c h i l d  ou r  familymade g i f t s  
t h a t  would l a s t  t h e  fo l lowing  yea r .  Grand- 
pa,  dad and sons would go hunt ing  f o r  
Chris tmas geese .  Granny, mom & daughters  
would be  making t h e  trimmings f o r  C h r i s t -  
mas d inne r .  The youngest of t h e  g i r l s  
would watch ove r  t h e  younger k i d s .  When 
b r e a k f a s t  was f i n i s h e d ,  t hose  who could 
would go o u t  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  snow.. the usu- 
a l  snowball f i g h t s ,  making ange l s .  .and t h e  
b i g g e s t  event  would be  us ing  t h e  s l e i g h  
r i d e  t h a t  daddy b u i l t  f o r  a l l  of us .  
"Around 4:30 d inne r  would be served.  A f t e r  
t h e  k i d s  would c l ean  u$ and then  e a r l y  t o  
bed. We gave o u r  thanks  f o r  t h e  l i f e  we 
had and t h e  g i f t s  we rece ived .  Another 
Chris tmas gone..yet ano the r  yea r  t o  t a ck l e .  
L i f e  never  ends,  because i t ' s  a  g i f t  we 
must c a r r y  on and over ."  

That was t h e  10 commandments. - I 
M e r r y u l '  

Vancouver told it still has time to stem tide of homeless 
LOW-INCOME HOUSING 
ROBERT SARTl 
Vancouver Sun 

He runs the biggest low-income 
hotel in America for the YMCA, so 
visiting Vancouver has been like a 
trip in a time machine for Walter 
Jones - back to the future and 
forward to the past all at once. 

Jones walked the streets of the 
Downtown Eastside on the weekend 
and it reminded him of his home- 
town Chicago the way it was a gen- 
eration ago, before the wave of 
homeless people swept over it. 

And when he toured the Portland 
Hotel on East Hastings, he saw a 
model for how he can do it better in 
the future at the Chicago Y's giant 
24-storey, 600-room Lawson House 

Hotel. 
"Here in ~ancouv'er, you have a 

chance to stop homelessness before 
it really takes hold, but if you walk 
with blinkers on, you'll be stepping 
over the bodies on the sidewalk 
before long," Jones said in an inter- 
view Sunday. 

Jones and Lawson House co- 
worker Roberta Seifer visited the 
Portland and other projects run by 
the Downtown Eastside Residents 
Association at the invitation of for- 
mer DERA organizer Jim Green. 
They met Green and B.C. Finance 
Minister Glen Clark last month 
when the two were in Chicago study- 
ing a banking system for low-income 
residents. 

Jones said he wants to adopt some 
of the social programs he saw at the 

Portland, a 70-room facility for 
"hard-to-house" people who have 
been evicted from other hotels in the 
area because of behavior or other 
problems. About 40 of the Portland 
residents a re  former mental 
patients. 

"Providing a roof over people's 
heads is just not enough, if they are 
living lives of quiet desperation in 
their little rooms," Jones said. 

"The Portland shows the way to 
the future, it's like an extended 
family and a home-like situation." 

Unlike other hotels in the area, 
the Portland has a specially trained 
stalT that organizes everything ltom 
cooking classes and cribbage tour- 
naments to group counselling ses- 
sions and individual nursing care. 



Portland resident Debbie Totten, 
42, told Jones and Seifer that she 
had lived in many hotels in the area 
and "this is the best one, the staff are 
not like staff, they're like family." 

"A lot of the people here would be 
on the street if it weren't for this 
place." she told them. 

The five-storey Portland is a heri- 
tage building with distinctive bay 
windows looking out over Hastings 
Street and Pigeon Park, the soft- 
drug-dealing centre of the area. 

"I'd like to just sit in my window 
and watch the world go by," Totten 
told her visitors. "I don't need a TV. 
Pigeon Park is as busy at four in the 
morning as four in the afternoon." 

DERA community worker Laura 
Stannard, who escorted Jones and 
Seifer on the tour, said homeless- 
ness is a growing threat to the com- 
munity, because of the loss of more 

than 2,000 units qf low-cost housing end. 
in the past six years through demoli- "The owner was told by the city he 
tions, fires and conversions to office had to clean up the place, so he just 
space and condos. ' decided to shut it down," Stannard 

The most recent loss is the 100- said.. 
room Silver Lodge Hotel, located on 
Powell Street across from DERA's DERA has about 500 units of 
Four Sisters housing co-op. The housing to try to Stern the loss, she 
hotel was demolished on the week- said- 

W A N T E D  

0 
PIANO FOR RESIDENTS O F  / 

THE PORTLAND HOTEL, A '  DOWNTOWN 

EASTSIDE RESIDENTS'  ASSOCIATION *-, 

/ HOUSING PROJECT. 

Ring Brenda on 683-0073 \ 

I d i d  n o t  f a k l .  H i p p i e s  a r e  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s  
o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  communal, p e a c e  and 

The number one c o n t r a d i c t i o n  f a c i n g  hu- 
mani ty  today  i s  o u r  a l i e n a t i o n f r o m n a t u r e .  

We, l i k e  a  growing number o f  o t h e r s ,  
need no more c o n v i n c i n g  t h a t  l i f e  on t h i s  
p l a n e t  is doomed i f  change ,  b i g  change,  
d o e s n ' t  happen and soon.  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  
an  a g r a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  way t o  go.  
We need a  mass r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  ' B a c k t o t h e  
  and' movement. The a g r a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  
was s t a r t e d  by t h e  h i p p i e s  w i t h  t h e  back 
t o  t h e  l a n d  movement o f  t h e  ' 6 0 ' s .  Cont- 
r a r y  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f  t h e  movement 

o r g a n i c  back  t o  t h e  l a n d  movement. 
A l a n d  b a s e  h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e r e  

a r e  h i p p i e s  i n  t h e  h i l l s  who have  been 
f a r m i n g  o r g a n i c a l l y ,  l i v i n g  s imply  & look-  
i n g  down t h e  road  f o r  p e o p l e  young & o l d  
t o  j o i n  them. P e o p l e  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
p u t  n a t u r e ' s  i n t e r e s t s  f i r s t  & a c t i v e l y  
come t o  h e r  d e f e n c e .  

Va lues  a s  w e l l  a s  l i f e s t y l e s  have  t o  
change & we must s t a r t  drawing c l o s e r  t o  
n a t u r e .  One of t h e  b e s t  ways t o  do t h i s  
is  by g e t t i n g  y o u r  hands  i n  t h e  s o i l .  
Even i f  i t  i s  j u s t  a  p o t t e d  p l a n t  i n  t h e  
window, ( o r  i n  t h e  c l o s e t  a s  t h e  c a s e  may 
be ) .  

On a  warm e a r l y  s p r i n g  d a y ,  pause  f o r  a  
moment t o  l o o k  o v e r  t h e  s e e d  d i s p l a y s  i n  
your  c o r n e r  g r o c e r y  s t o r e .  See  i f  you 
d o n ' t  g e t  an u r g e  t o  p l a n t  some s e e d s .  
T h i s  shows t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  a  s p a r k  o f  o u r  
c u l t u r e  l e f t  i n  u s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s p a r k  
t h a t  must be  f anned .  We l o o k  fo rward  t o  
t h e  back  t o  t h e  l a n d  movement of t h e  ' 6 0 l s  
r e a l l y  t a k i n g  o f f  a g a i n  i n  t h e  ' 9 0 ' s .  

S igned  by J .  LeB. 



I Who I s  An Alcoholic? 

There a r e  few words s u b j e c t  t o  a s  wide a 
range of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  t h e  word "alco- 
ho l i c . "  I know a  woman r a i s e d  i n  a  r e l i g i -  
ous f a i t h  whose members a r e  forbidden t o  
d r ink .  To t h a t  woman, anyone who t akes  ev- 
en one d r ink  i s  au toma t i ca l ly  c l a s s i f i e d  1 a s  an a l c o h o l i c .  To a  g r e a t  many, espec ia-  

i l l y  t hose  who l i v e  i n  more monied p a r t s  of 
i t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  only  a l c o h o l i c s  t o  be  found 
I a r e  those  who l i v e  i n  t h e  Downtown East- 

s i d e .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  t ake  a  more r a t i o n a l  
view & b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  a lcohol  adverse ly  
a f f e c t s  non-drinking a r e a s  of one ' s  l i f e ,  
then one i s  an a l coho l i c .  

I have my own view, one I a r r i v e d  a t  
through r e sea rch  & s tudy  & which I s h a l l  
exp la in .  My convic t ion  i s  t h a t  a  d r ink ing  
person i s  no t  an a l coho l i c  i f  h i s  n igh t  
dreams inc lude  dr inking  scenes .  I f  he 
dreams o f  d r ink ing  then probably h i s  over- 
d r ink ing  i s  p a r t  o f  & a  symptom of  a  d i f f -  
e r e n t  problem. 

Why do I l a y  emphasis on whether t h e  
d r i n k e r  dreams of i t ?  Because i n  ou r  dream 
we watch a s  our  day-to-day exper iences  a r e  
i n t eg ra t ed ,  f i t t e d  i n t o  ou r  subconscious 
minds. When a  person who d r i n k s  does not  
dream of  d r ink ing ,  it means t h a t  t h a t  per -  
son is  not  i n t e g r a t i n g  those  exper iences  
i n t o  h i s  subconscious; he i s  pushing them 
away. Those un in t eg ra t ed  exper iences  accu- 
mulate i n t o  a  s o r t  o f  s e p a r a t e  subconsci- 
ous which i s  nourished & s t rengthened  by 
every new d r ink ing  exper ience .  In time i t  
becomes s t r o n g  enough t h a t  when t h a t  pers -  
on has  taken  a  c e r t a i n  number of  d r inks ,  
t h e  d r ink ing  subconscious d i s p l a c e s  t h e  
sober  subconscious & becomes t h e  working 
subconscious mind. This  accounts  f o r  t h e  
sudden change of p e r s o n a l i t y  many a lcohol -  
i c s  e x h i b i t  a t  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  a  dr ink-  
ing episode.  

During pe r iods  of  s o b r i e t y ,  t h i s  "drink- 
ing subconscious" i s  no t  nourished o r  f e d  
by sober  experiences;  it e x e r t s  a  r e l e n t -  
l e s s  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  sobe r  d r i n k e r ,  push- 
ing  him t o  d r i n k  s o  it w i l l  be  f ed  by an- 
o t h e r  d r ink ing  experience.  If t h a t  sober  
person t a k e s  even one d r ink ,  it s e e s  i t s  
chance & rages  & clamours f o r  more. This  
is why t h e  "recovered a l coho l i c "  does not 

da re  t ake  even one dr ink .  
The a l c o h o l i c  who by de termina t ion  of 

n e c e s s i t y  ceases  t o  d r ink  has no t  r i d  him- 
s e l f  o f  t h a t  su r roga t e  subconscious, t h a t  
accumulated mass of un in tegra ted  dr inking  
experiences.  I t  cont inues  t o  e x i s t  6 may 
do so  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e ,  always 
pushing him t o  dr ink  & always t o  go wild 
when even one dr ink  i s  taken.  What i s  t o  
be done then? The a l coho l i c  must f i n d  a  
way t o  i n t e g r a t e  those  p a s t  experiences 
i n t o  h i s  sobe r  subconscious mind. I s  
t h e r e  such a  way? I be l i eve  t h e r e  i s .  

You w i l l  no t  hear  of  t h i s i n S i m o n F r a s e r  
Univers i ty  Psychology o r  Philosophy c l a s s .  
I t  would r ep re sen t  an advance i n  human 
knowledge & such ?dvances a r e  made only by 
persons outs tanding  i n  t h e i r  mental capab- 
i l i t i e s .  Unfortunately,  our  c a p i t a l i s t  sy-  
stem d i c t a t e s  t h a t  those  with t h e  most av- 
a i l a b l e  money a r e  t h e  most l i k e l y  t o  ge t  
t h e  h ighes t  educat ion & become t h e  teach-  
e r s  of coming genera t ions .  With enough 
money you cam educate a  simple person t o  
t h e  poin t  where he is q u a l i f i e d  t o  teach  
o t h e r s ,  bu t  he i s  s t i l l  a  simple person. 

Persons do not  make advances i n  
knowledge - t hey  can only  teach  what was 
taught  them. 

Add t o  t h i s  those  t eache r s '  d e s i r e  t o  
ga in  tenure ,  which amounts t o  a  handsome 
l i f e t i m e  pension - provided they  don ' t  
rock t h e  boat  by coming up with new ideas  
- & a l l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  advances become out  
of  t h e  ques t ion .  

Nevertheless ,  t h e r e  i s  a  way t o  i n t eg -  
r a t e  t h a t  su r roga t e  mind, t h a t  dr inking  
subconscious i n t o  t h e  sober  suboonscious 
t h a t  p r e v a i l s  i n  day-to-day l i f e .  But t h a t  
i s  f o r  another  i s s u e  of  t h e  Newslet ter .  

BY ERIC ERICKSON 



303 East Cordova Street- Vancouver- B.C.0 V6A 1 L4  

Festive Meal Schedule 
Tuesday, December 15: Regular Quest Dinner a t  Gordon House 

Thursday, Decenher 17: Christmas Dinner a t  Gordon House ... 
5 p.m. 

Sponsored by t h e  'WestEnder8 Newspaper and 'The Quest1 
Food hampers w i l l  be  passed out .  

Saturday,  December 19: Christmas Dinner a t  St.James Church, 303 E.Cordova ... 

Monday, December 21 : 

Tuesday, December 22: 

Christmas Day 

- -  - 

Sponsored by St.James Church and The Quest 
Food Hampers w i l l  be passed out .  

Regular Quest Dinner a t  Gordon House. 
T i cke t s  f o r  Christmas Day meal a t  "Suzy Q' r e s t a u r a n t  
w i l l  be passed ou t .  

Closed. (Welfare Day) 

The Ques t  w i l l  be pass ing  out  a l i m i t e d  numberof d inne r  
t i c k e t s  f o r  a f u l l  f e s t i v e  f e a s t  a t  t h e  Suzy Q r e s t a u r -  
a n t  on Granvi l le  I s land .  T i cke t s  w i l l  be i ssued  on Mon- 

I L day, Dec. 21 a t  1 p.m. F i r s t  Come F i r s t  Served! 

Monday, December 28: Gordon House Closed 
Tuesday, December 29: A l l  Gone Fishing!  

january 4 ,  1993: Regular Gordon House Dinners resume ... 
J z m a r y  5,  1993: Meal s e r v i c e  begins a t  4 pm and w i l l  cont inue  a t  t h i s  

t ime f o r  1993. 

NOTE: Christmas Dinner on t h e  17th ... t i c k e t s  w i l l  be  passed - 
out  s t a r t i n g  a t  1:00 p.m. 

Christmas Dinner on t h e  19 th  (St.James) 
NO TICKETS . . .  FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. 

I 

" Q P ; C ~ ~  - d e j k  Chrisfma.~ and we have r rpend ;I away/mm home, 
- - - - -  



OH DEAR, OH DERA 

I f  you want t o  s e e  some good o l d  f a s h i o ~  
-ed community organizing going on, t h e r e t :  
no b e t t e r  paace t o  look than a t  two p ro j -  
e c t s  being run by t h e  Downtown Easts ide  
Residents'  Associat ion - t h e  Port land Hot- 
e l  and the  Downtown South Office.  

The Port land,  which is located i n  t h e  
o ld  Lone S t a r  a t  Hastings & C a r r a l l ,  i s  
home t o  70 people who a r e  considered "hard 
t o  house." For var ious  reasons, they have 
not been ab le  t o  ge t  along i n  t h e  run-of- 
the-mil l  h o t e l s  i n  t h e  area.  Many.more have 
gone through emotional problems. The Port-  
land i s  more l i k e  a  family than a  business 
operation o r  even a  s o c i a l  agency. TheDERA 
s t a f f  the re  is coqunitted t o  supporting the  
res iden t s  through every c r i s i s ,  and they 
organize s o c i a l  events,  cooking c lasses ,  
group counsell ing sess ions  - whatever it 
takes  t o  make t h e  r e s i d e n t s  f e e l  a t  home 
and help them g e t  on with t h e i r  l i v e s .  

The Downtown South Off ice  is a t  1067 
Granvil le was s e t  up because about 2000 
people l i v i n g  around Granvi l le  S t .  f ace  
the  l o s s  of  t h e i r  homes. The Ci tyhasgrand  
plans f o r  t h e  a r e a  t o  transform it i n t o  a  

'h ighr ise  ghe t to  f o r  o f f i c e  workers. Resid- 
lents,  a s s i s t e d  by DERA community workers, 
' a r e  organizing t o  make sure  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
enough low-cost housing so  they won't be 
put on t h e  s t r e e t .  Their  e f f o r t s  a r e  remi- 
n i scen t  of t h e  campaigns i n  t h e  e a r l y  days 
of DERA. 

There has been a  l o t  t a l k  l a t e l y  about 
DERA, & t h e  var ious  v i s ions  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e  
DERA is  now a  f a r  c ry  from its humble o r i -  
g i n s .  I t  has grown i n t o  a  l a rge  organisa t -  
i o n  with a  mul t i -mi l l ion d o l l a r  budget, a  
unionized s t a f f  E a  network of  bui ld ings  
t o  administer .  Each i n t e r e s t  group within 
t h e  adminis t ra t ive  s t r u c t u r e  i s  vying f o r  
i t s  share of t h e  p i e .  I t ' s  hard t o  bel ieve  
but some a r e  even t r y i n g  t o  convince t h e  
news media t o  t r a s h  DERA t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  
goals  i n  t h e  power s t rugg le .  A l l  t h e n o i s e  
and heat  being generated make it  harder 
f o r  DERA t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  primary funct ion,  
which i s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  the  most vulnerable 
members of soc ie ty ,  t o  make sure  they win 
j u s t i c e  & decent l i v i n g  condit ions.  

DERA is  t h e  community's organization,  
not  t h a t  of any i n t e r e s t  group o r  s t a f f  
fac t ion.  Community organizing 6 grass roo t s  
p o l i t i c a l  ac t ion  a r e  what DERA is  a l l  ab- 
out .  I t ' s  not j u s t  another s o c i a l  agency 
o r  "service p r o ~ i d e r . ' ~  But so f a r  t h e  com- 
munity has not had a  r e a l  voice i n  t h e  de- 
bate .  I t ' s  v i t a l  t h a t  dynamic community- 
building p r o j e c t s  l i k e  the  Portland E Down- 
town South continue & f l o u r i s h  i f  t h e  

JUST MARRIED! ! 

MARY JAMES and GARNET ROSS were 
marr ied  a t  F i r s t  United Church on 
December 11.  Both b r i d e  and groom 

neighbourhood is  t o  survive.  
By BOB S. 

Hey ! Everybody! ! 

I t ' s  t i m e  t o  do t h e  upda tes  
f o r  t h e  Help i n  t h e  Downtown 
E a s t s i d e  books. I f  you know 
of a n y t h i n g  t h a t  needs  t o  be  
changed,  PLEASE c a l l  t h e  
N e w s l e t t e r  a t  665-2289 a s  
soon a s  you r e a d  t h i s .  (What 
u s u a l l y  happens i s  c a l l s  come 
t h e  day a f t e r  i t ' s  ~ r i n t e d . 1  



SHOCK & DISMAY 

a t  1,nner C i ty  Schools  Conference 

I t  was announced a t  t h e  Inne r  C i ty  
Schools Conference t h a t  t h e  School Lunch 
Program money, $11 m i l l i o n ,  was being 
turned  over  t o  school  boards t o  administ-  
e r  a s  they  see  f i t .  This  i s  supposed t o  
begin i n  January 1993 & w i l l  b e  a  d i s a s t -  
e r  f o r  t h e  thousands of  poor c h i l d r e n  i n  
B.C.  I s  schools .  

When t h e  s t o r y  of hungry ch i ld ren  was 
f i r s t  made publ ic  by Robert S a r t i  i n  t h e  
Vancouver Sun, r e a c t i o n  by t h e  non-poor 
was quick, vehement & v i c i o u s .  Vander- 
zlam's  p a t h e t i c  response i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  
record  but h i s  c l a s s i c  "blame t h e  vict im" 
warp is  still with us .  End Legis la ted  
Poverty, with s e v e r a l  o f  i t s  a f f i l i a t e  
Child Poverty Action groups, s t rugg led  
with apa the t i c  school  boards,  i n s e n s i t i v e  
p o l i t i c i a n s  & nea r - s igh t ed  people holding 
t h e  pu r se s t r i ngs  f o r  over  4 yea r s  t o  g e t  
a t r u l y  un ive r sa l  lunch program i n  sever-  
a l  schools .  I t  took t h a t  long  t o  make t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  well- to-do s e e  t h a t  a  good 
lunch program must be  a )  u n i v e r s a l ;  b) 
non-st igmatizing;  & c) h o t .  

a )  Universal means open f o r  a l l  ch i ld ren  
t o  use without d i s c r imina t ion .  This  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  well-being 6 s o c i a l  
involvement of  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  
b )  Non-stigmatizing i s  a c r u c i a l  compon- 

en t .  Several  schools  had s e t  up brog- 
rams t h a t  forced poor c h i l d r e n  t o  i d e n t i -  
f y  themselves by us ing  coupons, by having 
t o  e i t h e r  s t a t e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  p e e r s  
t h a t  they  needed t h e  " f ree"  lunch o r  go 
without .  Other schools  had s e t  up an en- 
velope system whereby t h e  c h i l d r e n  take  
it home, ge t  ; t h e i r  p a r e n t ( s )  t o  pu t  money 
i n  i t ,  then brought i t  back. This  has l ed  
t o  ch i ldren  being ha r r a s sed  6 p u b l i c a l l y  
humil iated by school  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
t eache r s  a s  being one o f  t h e  "empty enve- 
lope" k i d s . . o r  by t h e i r  p e e r s  f o r  being 
one o f  t h e  "coupon kids".  
c )  Hot food t h a t  i s  n u t r i c i o u s  & adequ- 

a t e  is  an obvious requirement ,  y e t  
some schools  t r y  t o  c a l l  junk p a s t r i e s  & 
candy "lunch". 

These a r e  bas i c .  The NDP announced an 
inc rease  t o  t h e  funding,  t a k i n g  it from 
$4 mi l l i on  t o  $11 m i l l i o n ,  & schools  j u s t  
had t o  submit budget ted r eques t s .  Oddly 
(?) t h e  " I t f s  no t  happening he re .  .no t  my 
kids" mindset o f  many school  boards has 
l e f t  hungry c h i l d r e n  r i g h t  where they 've  
always been, while  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e n ' t  
poor t r y  t o  po in t  f i n g e r s  - t o  s epa ra t e  
needful  k i d s  from t h e i r  own. Talk about 
indocr ina t ion!  Low s e l f  -esteem, a l i ena -  
t i o n ,  non-involvement a r e  exacerbated by 
non-poor p a r e n t s  6 c h i l d r e n  o s t r a c i z i n g  
poor pa ren t s  & t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  us ing  
weird d e f i n i t i o n s  of  "deserving" & 'Inon- 
deserving". 

The Conference cons i s t ed  almost e n t i r e -  
l y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t a l k i n g  of  what t o  do 
t o / f o r  "the poor", while  t h e  v e r y  e x i s t -  
ence of lunch programs 6 t h e  c r i t e r i a  
(un ive r sa l ,  non-s t igmat iz ing ,  h o t )  came . 
about because of t h e  t r u e  e x p e r t s  poor 
p a r e n t s  & community a c t i v i s t s  - s t i c k i n g  
t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s .  The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  
narrowing t h e  scope of c u r r e n t  programs 
was t h a t ,  with t h e  economy a s  i t  is, j u s t  

t hose  c h i l d r e n  who need t o  g e t  f r e e  food 
should; t hose  who can pay should pay. 
Right now t h e  Min i s t ry  of  Education admin- 
i s t e r s  t h i s  money b u t  once i t ' s  given d i r -  
e c t l y  t o  school  boards it won't be r e s t r -  
i c t e d  t o  provid ing  good lunches f o r  ch i ld -  
r en .  A s  t h e  speaker  a t  t h e  conference was 
pressed  he admit ted t h a t  even t h e  c r i t e r i a  
wouldn't  a p p l y . . t h a t  f u t u r e  lunch programs 
would n o t  b e  u n i v e r s a l .  

P r a c t i c a l l y  every  school  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  
province needs money f o r  many th ings .  The 
money f o r  lunch programs w i l l  be used a l -  
most immediately t o  reduce d e f i c i t s ,  t o  
i n c r e a s e  s a l a r i e s ,  t o  buy equipment, books 
& s o  on with l e s s  & l e s s  f o r  t h e  formerly 
des igna ted  purpose & hungry c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
cont inue  t o  underachieve.  

I t ' s  now mid-December. This  goes i n t o  
e f f e c t  i n  January  wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no pub l i c  
awareness. Perhpas knowing how d i s r u p t i v e  



3 
it w i l l  be t o  what 's  s t i l l  inadequate 
school lunch programs, it was planned 
do it a s  q u i e t l y / b l u n t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
if p a r e n t s  & community a c t i v i s t s  have 

i n  
t o  
Now, 
pre-  

s e n t a t i o n s  t o  make, t hey  w i l l  have t o  do 
it i n  t h e  f a c e  of  school  boards t a l k i n g  
about d e f i c i t s  i n  s c o r e s  of a r e a s . . . w h i l e  
k i d s  go hungry. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

Free-enterprise? 
The United Nxtions reports that the 600 largest 
transnational corporations now account for one- 
quarter o i  the world's total output. They do 80 

to 90 per cent of t'le industrial world's trade, 
but employ just three per cent of its work 

force.. .Of t ? ~ ,  world's largest 100 economies, 
47 are now transnational corporations. This 
means that approximately 138 countries of the 

world--l!~e vast majority--have smaller 
economies than these giant companies. 

T l ~ n k v  tn M m d ~  Rorlnw 

Quote of the month: 
From Michae l  Walker .o f  t h e  F r a s e r  I n s t i t -  
u t e ,  a  c o r p o r a t e  lobby group t h a t  wan ts  
f r e e  t r a d e  as w e l l  a s  an end t o  t h e  mini- 
mum wage: 

"A t r a d e  d e a l  s imply  l i m i t s  t h e  e x t e n t  
t o  which t h e  U.S. o r  o t h e r  s i g n a t o r y  
government may respond t o  p r e s s u r e  from 
t h e i r  ' c i t i z e n s  . ' I  

Walker t h i n k s  t h i s  i s  good. But wha 
democracy i f  n o t  a  government 
onds  t o  p r e s s u r e  from i t s  tit 



BRITISH COLUMBIA'S 
ENDANGERED WILDERNESS 

Priority park proposals put forward by the 
BC public and joined in a comprehensive plan 

for increased wilderness protection. 

"No reg ion  o f  Canada has  more t o  c h e r i s h ,  o r  more t o  guard a g a i n s t  p r o f i t e e r s  
seek ing  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  p r i v a t e  ga in .  The n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  tomorrow w i l l  n o t  be  
bread a lone  - n o r  d iv idends ,  mines, m i l l s ,  s upe rpo r t s  & an ever-growing Gross I 

I 

Nat iona l  Product .  A j aded ,  technology-sated people a r e  beginning  t o  demand, and 
w i l l  demand more v o c i f e r o u s l y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e i r  l o s t  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  o l d  d i v i -  
dends of s p i r i t :  c l e a n  a i r ,  c l ean  water ,  a n c i e n t  f o r e s t s ,  s k e i n s  o f  geese  ag- 
a i n s t  an ocean sunse t  & t h e  languid  wakes o f  s e a  o t t e r s  once more o f f  Vancouver 
I s l a n d  where t h e  heed l e s s  ha rves t  began j u s t  200 y e a r s  ago." 

Fred Bosworth, The I l l u s t r a t e d  Natura l  H i s t o r y  o f  Canada , i 
I 




