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FEBRUARY 1, 1993. 

LUCKY 

N N I V E R  
The pa in t ings  t h a t  a r e  on d i s p l a y  up- 

s t a i r s ,  t h e  poems & o t h e r  wri t ings  I ' v e  wanted me t o  g e t  a job instead.  
done, a r e  a l l  th ings  t h a t  were opposed by I f  I had used my s k i l l s  t o  wr i t e  adver- 
socie ty .  The gov ' t  bureaucrats ,  teachers ,  t i s i n g  copy $ design junk mail they would 
bus inessmen-a l l  t h e  au thor i ty  f igures  of have considered me a r e s p o n s i b l e 4 r e s p e c t -  
t h i s  s o c i e t y  t h a t  I ' v e  had contact  with. ab le  member of soc ie ty  6 paid me l o t s  of 
during my l i f e  wanted t o  s top  my own crea- money f o r  doing it. 
t i v e  se l f -express ion from happening - t h e y  I f  t h e  g o v l t  F, business community had . 
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had i t s  way, those  pa in t ings  & poems never 
would have exis ted .  In o t h e r  words they 
t r i e d  t o  suppress them. They wanted me on- 
s i d e  i n  a business  s u i t .  

The gov' t  bureaucrats  have been very  in-  
t imidat ing t o  me. I had t o  f i g h t  them a l l  
t h e  way, j u s t  t o  maintain my own c r e a t i v i -  
t y  i?, i d e n t i t y .  They took big  chunks out  of 
me along t h e  way - a t  times I was pressur-  
ed economically i n t o  jo ining t h e i r  d i s -  
gusting i?, dangerous a c t i v i t i e s  ... contribu- 
t i n g  t o  t h e  des t ruc t ion  of t h e  minds & 
sou l s  of o t h e r  people - t h e  harnessing of 
t h e i r  energies  f o r  shokt-term p r o f i t .  

Get a job! They s a i d  - become successful  
They s a i d  - you too can j o i n  the  ranks of 
r i c h ,  well f ed ,  emotionally secure Canadi- 
ans - you can be a p a t r i o t  & wave our f l a g  
. . they s a i d  t o  me. 

Ins tead I became a bum - a mental p a t i -  
en t ,  a cr iminal .  I exhibited regress ive  
s o c i a l  tendencys & l ived  on welfare f o r  
over 20 years  - & i l m  s t i l l  on it. I f  they 
put me i n  a concentrat ion camp, s tarved 6 
to r tu red  me, I s t i l l  would never g e t a j o b .  
... I had t o  s a c r i f i c e  money, love, luxury 
E r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  i n  o r d e ~  t o  pa in t  those  
pa in t ings  & w r i t e  t h a t  poetry.  

This i s  t h e  kind of soc ie ty  we l i v e  i n  - 
I know it well  - i t ' s  my enemy. 

To Tom Siddon, 
Minis ter  of Indian Af fa i r s  

I was j u s t  reading your 12/16/92 l e t t e r  
t o  my imprisoned bra incel led  Richard R. 
Horsefa l l ,  who i s  i n  lockdown f o r  turning 
my thoughts i n t o  a blackout a s  Rea l i ty  One 
..he needs $10 mil l ion f o r  t h i s  open l e t t -  
e r  t o  t h e  public.  I ' m  t h e  Real Two. I t ' s  a 
good th ing  I replayed a memory dream and 
caught him i n  the  thoughtful  a c t  of  t h i s  
cover l e t t e r  t h a t  I am taking over i n  ans- 
wer t o  you. 

Don't ask him t o  vote  f o r  you a s  he ' s  i n  
shock treatment now. Thanks t o  h i s  s idekik  
Rea l i ty  Three, the  he red i t a ry  ch ie f  Benjou 
anne Adrianne Pasqua. Who i s  r e s o l u t e  i n  
my wr i t ing  our Red Warrior 2000 framing 
t h i s  New Native Const i tu t ion perplexing 
a l l  sub jec t s  covering what t h e  ,imagination 
p resen t s  t h e  viewpoints spoken by a l l  i n  I 

Accord with my personal  open l e t t e r  thhh 
br ings  Real iza t ion Four out  f o r  t h e r e  know 1 
how! Me I need $20 mil l ion t o  continue t h e  1 

f i g h t  f o r  t h e  Son of t h e  Great S p i r i t  Ben- 
jouanne i n  order  t o  r e l e a s e  Richard t o  t h e  
publ ic  a t  l a rge  t o  speak a t  hand about t h e  
vote  & unresolved Meechlake Accord. 

A s  you know you c a n ' t  run a canoe with- 
out  a paddle a s  t h e  case  f o r  one seemed t o  
have echoed! To shorthand t h e  i s sue  of 
self-government a t  t h e  on-coming e l e c t i o n .  
We both know' t h e  non-treaty people have 
the inherent  power t o  form t h e i r  own Trib- 
a l  Supreme Courts t o  s e t t l e  land claims & 
general  pub l i c  i s sues ,  a s  t r e a t y  people . 

a r e  ju r i sd ic ted  i n  f e d e r a l  cour ts .  
Both have the  u n i t y  t o  open a Supreme 

Tr iba l  Court of Canada door with t h a t  fed- 
e r a l  cour t  and s o  on down t h e  l i n e .  Sel f -  
government is  e n t i t l e d  t o  par take  i n  usage 
t o  percentage of a l l  f e d e ~ a l l y  operated 
t r anspor t s ,  etc. f o r  production o f  t h e i r  
marketable exports ,  These usury concepts 
from t h e  outward Benjouanne systems from 
t h e  wholesale expenses of t h i s  manuscript 
working c a p i t a l  a l s o  include some severa l  
mi l l ion  do l l a r s .  This w i l l  be t h e  Clearing 
House f o r  a l l  of us . 

BY MIAKO STEPHEN LIKAKUR 



Poverty 

REPLACEMENT: 

The way they run t h e  world 
I f  you don ' t  f i t  i n  
You can be replaced 

I f  your hea r t  won't beat  
I t  can be replaced 
With t h e  hear t  of a baboon 
O r  a freeway vict im. 

Your houses can be 
Replaced with hi$h r i s e s  
Your corner  s t o r e s  
With shopping mal ls  

Love can be  replaced 
With pornography 4 masturbation 
Natural c h i l d b i r t h  
With t e s t - tube  babies.  

Nuclear m i s s i l e s  can be  
Replaced with chemical l a s e ~ s  
Money replaced with c r e d i t  cards 
Communication replaced 
With an answering service .  

Steak can be replaced with hamburger 
Bargains replaced with luxury items 
Local r e s i d e n t s  with t o u r i s t s  
History with t r i v i a ,  

Your face  can he  replaced 
With p l a s t i c  surgery 
Your sex replaced 
With hormone shots.  
Don't worry, t h e  way they 
run the  world 
XE you don" f i t  i n  

Poverty i s  the  dream of a l i f e  sentence. 
Poverty i s  t h e  smell of a man's crotch 
'cause he blames you, 'cause he has been 
wearing h i s  pants  t h r e e  weeks, you have been 
wearing yours a week and f i v e  days 
and he wants what you got ,  and is l a rge r .  
Poverty i s  a c i g  bu t t  stuck i n  your chest  
through your s h i r t  on another man's t u r f  
a t  1:00 o'clock i n  the  morningyi andflie i s  tsmiging i n t o  
your face ,  while backing himself 
o f f ,  f o r  arms length  sake, from your peaceful s e l f .  
Poverty is  a blanket  pulled over a woman s bodyy 
h e r  f i n g e r s  spread out c lu tching palms 
agains t  gravel .  
Poverty is a dumb look r i c h  i n  i t s e l f .  
Poverty i s  envy green crushed grass ,  
p i t i f u l ,  near  a t r e e ,  with branches 
an eloquence t h a t  came o f f ,  and wasn't the re  t o  
begin with, l a s t  night .  
Poverty i s  the  panicked sound of black boots, 
on the  convict  s i d e  of heel ,  walking down 
any Americanadian s t r e e t ,  paranoid a f t e r  being 
paroled,  though only f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two weeks 
of a year  supervision 
Poverty is  a l ea f  grim withered wind through an 
autumn shade swaying i n  c o n t r a s t 4 t o  headl ights  
during a s l i g h t  storm. 
Poverty is  an "I swear!" word, never again repeated 
' u n t i l  repeated again,  the  next second with 
severa l  twi tch  ges tures  of insan i ty  hyping 
i t s e l f .  

J e r r y  Miley 

You can be replaced.  



"Thirteen years ago Tora could not have 
stood up here & bared h i s  experience C, h i s  
wisdom, because t h i s  building was j u s t  an 
empty, dusty s h e l l .  I t  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  mean 
anything. For those of us  who 1ivedEwork- 
ed i n  t h e  neighbourhood i n  t h e  e a r l y  70's 
we used t o  walk by t h i s  building everyday, 
know t h a t  it had once been o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  
o ld  Vancouver Public Library, then t h e  
Vancouver Museum.. 4 we used t o  joke t h a t  
maybe the re  was some money l e f t  over on 
the  3rd f l o o r  i n  caskets.  

What I ' d  Pike t o  t a l k  about today i s  how 
the  transformation of t h i s  building came 
about. True t o  the  Downtown Eas t s ide i t  was 
not l i k e  t h e  s t o r y  of any o the r  community 
cen t re  i n  Vancouver. The people i n  t h i s  
neighbourhood had t o  f i g h t  tooth 6 n a i l  t o  
ge t  t h i s  building open. 

" I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  i n  1902 with a 
$5,000 grant  from the  Ca~neg ie  Foundat ion, 
one of the  big s t e e l  magnates south of the  
border. When we began the  campaign t o  re -  
open the  building,  we were propelled i n t o  
ac t ion because we found out t h a t  t h e ~ e  
were plans afoot a t  Ci ty  Hall t o  demolish 
i t ,  We were scandalised because we knew 
t h a t  t h i s  neighbourhood had no community 
centre ,  the  only neighbourhood i n  Yancouv- 
e r  t h a t  had none. 

"Those of us who were a t  DERA s t a r t e d  a 
campaign t o  save t h i s  building.  And I 
think i t ' s  important t o  remember the  peo- 

: p l e  who were t h e r e  t o  help  because I can 
t e l l  you t h a t  j u s t  a s  sometimes today i t ' s  
a f i g h t  a t  Ci ty  Hall ,  it was a tcrugh f i g h t  

..back then because they r e a l l y  d idn ' t  give 
a damn about t h i s  neighbourhood. I t  was a 
wr i t e -o f f ,  People l i k e  Mike Harcourt, Dar- 
lene  Mazari, H a r ~ y  Rankin. ..it was only 
those  3 people on Ci ty  Council who had any 
inkl ing of what it was we were t ry ing  t o  
do, pu t t ing  together  a community cen t re  & 
a community space.6 a commun$ty s p i r i t ,  
What  ~ e a l l y  cl inched t h e  deal  a f t e r  

months & years  of t ry ing  t o  convince Ci ty  
Hall t o  put up the  money t o  renovate the  
building f o r  a loca l  community centre  was 

to hold a meeting i n  the  building.  The C i -  
f i c  Buildings people came down & l i t e r a l l y  
lusted it off  a B i t ,  put up temporary 
l i g h t s ,  & we had a meeting i n  the  room 
r ight  over here (pointing t o  the  mainfloor 
Lounge), a committee meetingfromCityHalL 
~~d it was g e t t i n g  those p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  
t h i s  building,  i n  our neighbourhood, t h a t  
f i n a l l y  made t h e  d i f ference .  They could 
begin t o  see  the  v i s i o n  & the  dream t h a t  
we had always had i n  t h i s  neighbourhood t o  
make t h i s  building mean something t o  Pea- 
pie who despera te ly  needed it - a l i v i n g  
room i n  t h e  Downtown Eastside.  

"SO t h a t ' s  what clinched it 5 from t h a t  
meeting we received a g ~ a n t  of $650,000, 
which was the  o r i g i n a l  amount of money it 
took t o  begin t h i s  cen t re .  People came.. 
who werenrt mecessa r i ly  from the  Downtown 
Eastside but who wapted t o  jo in  i n  t h e  
s t rvggle  of saving t h i s  building.  So it!s 
q re41 p r i v i l e g e  & honour F I th ink with 
p r i d e  t o  be here 13 years  l a t e r  & t o  s o r t  
of now go through the  2nd r e v i t a l i s a t i o n  & 
renovation of the  Carnegie Centre. 
" I  remember the  f i r s t  opening i n  1980, my 

son Lief was walking around i n  d iapers ;  
even a t  t h a t  time s t i l l  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  
d i d n ' t  want t o  l e t  it go. They d idn ' t  
th ink t h e  people i n  t h i s  neighbourhood had 1 
the  p o l i t i c a l  smarts o r  t h e  common sense I 
t o  run t h e i r  own cen t re .& they wanted u s  
only t o  have an advisory committee, where 
it would be run by s t a f f  & bureaucrats  4 
t h e  patrons & t h e  res iden t s  would have 

I 
nothing t o  do with running the  bui ld ing.  
We fought t h a t  a l l  the  way too,  &'said t h a t  
the  people i n  the  Downtown Easts ide  were 
as good a s  anybody e l s e  - i n  f a c t  b e t t e r  - 
and t h a t  t h e i r  experience allows them t o  
develop a cen t re  l i k e  t h i s ,  t o  know what 
the p r i o r i t i e s  are ,  t o  know what t h e  prog- 
rams a re ,  t o  help  plan a , r e n o v a t i o n & s o  on 
f ie  Community Centre Association was born. 
"What I ' d  l i k e  t o  say i n  c los ing,  on t h i s  

13th Annive~sary ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  Carnegie 
Zentre has r e a l l y  come t o  embody a symbol 
~f what people can do when they gatitogeth- 
er .  I t  has become a symbol p o l i t i c a l l y  of 
 hat people can do t o  change f o r c e s  around 
them aga ins t  what sometimes seems t o  be 
insurmountable odds - t o  f i g h t  t h e  s t a t u s  
~ u o ,  t o  f i g h t  the  establishment,  t o  make a 
i i f ference ,  t o  make a change. That ' s what 

A 



t h i s  building was about 13 years ago & 
t h a t ' s  what t h i s  building is  about today. 
"Many of t h e  people who were around then, 

l i k e  Jean Swanson 4 Bruce Erickson, i n  our  
own way we still ,  continue t h e  s t rugg le .  we 
may not be here a t  Carnegie but we know 
o t h e r  people a r e  here who a r e  carrying on 
t h a t  s t rugg le  f o r  community, j u s t  a s  Tora 
was ou t l in ing  i n  h i s  beau t i fu l  poetry.That 
s p i r i t  does l i v e  i n  t h i s  building.  
"So t o  everybody, Happy Birthday t o  Car- 

negie, t?, I  know t h a t  t h i s  building w i l l  
continue t o  have a r i c h  h i s t o r y  because 
of the  people who move through here - t h e  
thousands of people - who make t h i s  build- 
ing such a unique l i g h t  i n  our c i ty . "  

Mike Harcourt spoke next & one point  he 
made was t h a t ,  i f  t h e  new President of t h e  
United S t a t e s  wants t o  know how t o  rebu i ld  
the  inner core of so  many c i t i e s , h b  should 
come s i g h t  here t o  t h e  Downtown Easts ide  
and see  what a r e a l  community is.  He a l s o  
r e f e r r e d  t o  the  anger the  people cif Los 
Angeles showed with t h e i r  recent  r i o t s  - 
people he described a s  having no hope t?, no 

I f u t u r e  - and t h a t  the  people of LAshoald 
' come up here t o  t h e  D.E. t o  see  what peo- 

I ple ,  what volunteers,  can do. He admitted 
the re  is s t i l l  a l o t  of work t o  do, but  
echoed Libby's recognit ion of our s p i r i t .  
He a l s o  promised t h a t  he, a s  Premier, 
would be d i r e c t l y  involved i n  securing t h e  

j necessary fiinds t o  complete t h e  renovation 
I with t h e  needed work on t h e  3rd f l o o r .  
I Diane wound up the  meeting Gthkssppeches 

by announcing t h a t  t h e  Centre was open t o  
explore..tj  t h a t  f r e e  food 4 dr ink was t o  
be had throughout t h e  building.  Let's Party 

) Abr ie f  h i s t o r y  of how Carnegie came t o  be: 

- Original  Vancouver Free Library t?, Read- 
ing Room had outgrown i ts  two rooms a t  
the  YMCA a t  169 Hastings S t r e e t .  
- Andrew Carnegie gave $50,000 t o  the  
c i t y  t o  bu i ld  it. 
- The foundations F base c i y r s e  a r e  o f  
g r a n i t e  from Indian A r m  6 t h e  remainder 

I of the  building is  of sandstone from 
GabrioPp Island.  
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- The s t a i r c a s e ,  b u i l t  a t  AUlbion Irmworks 
i n  Victor ia ,  contain 9888poundsof s t e e l .  
-1902 cornerstone l a i d .  ('5. 
- During the  1930's a group of underpaid 
workers barricaded themselves i n t o  the  
l i b r a r y  u n t i l  Mayor McGeer agreed t o  give 
them money f o r  food 4 lodging. 
- In 1958 the  Vancouver Museum took over 
the  building.  
- In 1967 the  Museum moved t o  a new s i t e  
and the  building was boarded up. 
- While boarded up the  building was de- 
c lared a Heritage s i t e  in 1972 & pro tec t -  
ed from demalition. 
- In the  sevent ies  DERA campaigned t o  
have it turned i n t o  a community centre .  
- In 1978 council approved funds t o  reno- 
vate  the  building t o  become a community 
centre .  
- The Carnegie Community Centre opened 
on January 20, 1980. 
- The overwhelming success of the  centre  
lead t o  another renovation i n  1985 when 
c i t y  funds were put as ide .  Over the  next 
severa l  years planning & fundrais ing were 
ca r r i ed  out & the  present  renovations 
were undertaken. 1500-2000 people a day 
come i n t o  the  centre.  

(Funding f o r  these  renovations was provi- 
ded by the  Ci ty  of Vancouver, the  Provin- 
c i a l  Gov't through l o t t e r y  funds, the  
Vancouver Foundation ($100,000 spec i f i c -  
a l l y  f o r  t h e  kitchen),  and the  Seniors 
Lottery Association of BC, which gave 
money f o r  furnishings  f o r  Sertiorso Lounge 

Dear Muggs, 

As we discussed by phone, I received a 
Safeway Gif t  C e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  $50. from 
the  P.N.E. a s  a Christmas g i f t  which goes 
t o  P.N.E. Directors.  

Knowing t h a t  t h i s  would be well used, by\ 
the  Carnegie food se rv ice ,  I am donating 
t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  your Board f o r  t h i s  
purpose. I know how important t h i s  serv+ 
i c e  is t o  people, in the  area.  

Best wishes f o r  the New Year and cong- 
r a t u l a t i o n s  on t h i r t e e n  years  of outs tan-  
ding se rv ice  t o  the  community. 

Yours t r u l y ,  
P a t r i c i a  Wilson / 
(Councillor) 8 



1 pot meals 

2-4 c a r r o t s  chopped, 2 pota toes ,  cup peas 
1 onion chopped, %lb hamburger, s a l t e p p r ,  
l o t s  of g a r l i c  (hot  sauce/soysauce) 
Brown hamburger, s t r a i n  6 add vegetables  
& seasoning with 6 cups of  water. Cook on 
low o r  medium hea t  ti1 done. I t  can be 
thickened with corns tarch o r  a few spoon- 
f u l s  of f l o u r .  
I t  can be  done without hamburger, us ing 
beans ins tead .  E i t h e r  way i t ' l l  keep f o r  
a few days i n  t h e  f r i d g e  o r  give a bowl 
t o  a f r i e n d .  

Hash 
3 l b s s h e d  pota toes  4 Cook corned beef 
1 cup f r i e d  oGions with unions, add 
t i n  of corned beef 1 t o  mashed po ta t -  

! oes 4 mix it  up. 
I f  you need t o  feed ybur f r i e n d s ,  add 

more pota toes .  
S h e i l a  Baxter 

Crossing the  S t r e e t  

Bonnie l ived ;  
Bonnie Ran 

Bonnie Won 

One / won / One / WON 

Waiting, waning 
reaching f o r  t h e  sky 

Kissed nobody good bye 

Cryed f o r  some time. 
Wanting, f e e l i n g  hoping 

if only  t h e r e  was a way 

Coming from the  dragon 

No! No, Big Surprise!  

Seeing through my eyes 

t ake  my time t o  f i l l  i n  you 
Knowing what a dream may do. 

Seeing through my eyes 
Bonnie cryed Bonnie cryed. 

- D E A D  - 
Kumaran Reddy 

changing 

Wento t h e  exchange 
f o r  t h e  last time 

never t o  r e t u r n  
permanently 
i don ' t  need t h i s  anymore 

\ 
c a s t  out  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  Living 

Dead 
B human B happy B f r e e  B p o s i t i v e  

Dreams 

Woke up t h i s  morning 
Cool wind i n  my face  
Wiped t h e  s l eep  upon myieyes 
dreaming of  l a s t  n igh t  
Slow hand down 
misty morning mind 
Where do you ge t  your 

information 
way down upon the  l i n e  
What's yours is  mine 

r dreaming of l a s t  n igh t  
Slow hand down - 
misty morning mind 
way down on the  l i n e  
what's yours is mine 

Kumaran Redd y 

Rockine 

How many people do you 
know t h a t  went wrong! 

How many people do you 
know t h a t  went wrong. 

l i s t e n  t o  t h e  end o f  my song 

I got home r e a l l y  l a t e  
l a s t  n ight  

I don ' t  know i f  I s l e p t  
Even then. .If  I s l e p t  a t  a l l  

How many people do you 

_knvltr, t h q t  ~ c n t  - .  wpr\g -- . . 

How many people do you 
know t h a t  went wrong. 

l i s t e n  t o  the  end o f  ,my song. 

Kumaran Reddy 



a ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

A l o t  of people were nervous; a  l o t  had 
t h e  l a s t  AGM t o  th ink about, t h e  growing 
pains  t h a t  DERA has been going through & t h e  
matter  of s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  
bath  DERA here  4 DERA on Granvil le.  

The Ci ty  of Vancouver, funding 3  jobs ( t h e  
community organizer,  t h e  s e n i o r ' s  organizer  
& t h e  r e l o c a t o r )  and t h e  Law Foundation, 
funding 3  jobs (welfare & U I  advocacy, ten-  
a n t s '  r i g h t s  & income t a x  work), were both 

1 waiting f o r  audited f i n a n c i a l  statements f o r  
1991-92 before  approving t h e  '92-'93 g ran t s .  

The community, both a s  individuals  4 a t  

I community meetings, wanted t o  be more d i rec -  
t l y  involved. . to have DERA renew i ts commit- 

,merit t o  community issues .  And more... 

I About 140 people turned out a t  Pendera t o  
 participate. There was a  Board r e p o r t  given 
by Bea Ferneyhough, Vice-president. Bea has 
been involved i n  people 's  s t rugg les  f o r  over 
70 years! Norm Jang then presented t h e  long- 
awaited f i n a n c i a l  statements with c a r e  & ob- 
j e c t i v e  exper t i se  t h a t  has won tremendous 
respect  f o r  years  i n  our neighbourhood. The 
v a s t  majori ty of rumours & 3rd o r  4th-hand 
information t h a t  have been(>dis to r t ing  f a c t s  
fiontienths were suddenly d i spe l l ed  a s  he d i d  
a  page-by-page review of a l l  aspects .  Some 
questions t h a t  came a f t e r  were s t i l l  spurred 
by rumohr but f a c t s  a t  hand answered them. 

The e l e c t i o n  process began with 17 people 
being nominated f o r  11 pos i t ions .  Four dec- 
l ined ,  leaving 13. Barry Morris made a  mot- 
ion t o  j u s t  acclaim a l l  13 a s  di rectors . ,& 
it passed handily.  The new Board promises 
t o  be r e a l l y  dynamic, a s  every person has 
been involved i n  community work f o r  years.  

a lphabe t ica l  order :  .. 
ROZ BRECKNER - 
ANNE CHAPMAN - 
PETER GREENWELL - 
TERRY HAMLEY - 
KA'FHKE LEROUX - 
IAN . W R A E  

PRT - 

ALICIA MERCURIO 
JOHN NORTON 
MARGARET PREVOST 
TERRY SINCLAIR 
PAUL TAYLOR 
ALFRED0 VAEIENTE 
JIMMY WU 

(Both Carnegie & DERA a r e  members of 
t h e    en ants ' Rights  Action C o a l i t i o n  
(TRAC) . The fo l lowing  l e t t e r  w a s  
w r i t t e n  by Bea Ferneyhough & is  re- 
~ r i n t e d  w i t h  h e r  k i n d  permiss ion . )  

The Law Foundat i o n  o f  B . C. 

Re: TRAC'S a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  funding:  

DERA is  more t h a n  happy t o  b e  a b l e  
t o  g i v e  f u l l  suppor t  t o  TRAC's app- 
l i c a t i o n  f o r  funding.  The r e c o r d  of 
TRAV a s  an a b l e ,  e f f e c t i v e  & always 
respons ive  advocate  of t e n a n t s '  
r i g h t s  i s  t o o  w e l l  known f o r  u s  t o  
need t o  e l a b o r a t e  on it h e r e .  Its 
s e r v i c e s  t o  needy & h a r a s s e d  t e n a n t s  
have been & remain o u t s t a n d i n g .  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of i t s  work, l e g a l  
c o u n s e l l i n g  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  
& t h e r e f o r e  funding f o r  i ts  work is  
s e e n  t o  b e  i n e v i t a b l y  e s s e n t i a l  and 
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d ,  from t h e  l e g a l  
a s p e c t .  

A s  one who h a s  been on more t h a n  
one occas ion  a d e l e g a t e  a t  TRAC- 
sponsored g a t h e r i n g s ,  I can  f u r t h e r  
p e r s o n a l l y  t e s t i f y  t o  my impress ion 
of i t s  d e d i c a t i o n  & impress ive  prac- 
t i c a l  c a p a c i t i e s  i n  i t s  chosen f i e l d  
o f  concern.  

Very s i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  
Bea Ferneyhough, 
Vice -pres iden t ,  DERA. 





A t r i p  t o  South America v i a  publ ic  t e l -  
evis ion took viewers i n t o  the  world of 
t h e  Corgi people, where few white people 
have gone. The allowance f o r  a  camera 
crew with commentator i n t o  sacred lands, 
l i v e s  & r i t u a l s  was exceptional f o r  d i r e  
reasons. 

These care takers  of the  physical & sp i -  
r i t u a l  world have l ived high i n  the  S ie r -  
r a s  of Columbia over 400 years;  taking 
refuge from European s laughter  & destruc- 
t i o n  - ltdiscoveringl'  i n  the  name of the  
church & t h e i r  so-called re l ig ion .  ' a : :  

I !was very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  appear- 
ance, clothed i n  white pants & s h i r t s  
with t h e i r  long black h a i r  giving them a  
look t h a t  supports  t h e i r  s p i r i t q l  ways. 
Using a  small gourd which they ca r ry  with 
them, t h e i r  thoughts, meditat ions & obs- 
ervat ions  a r e  t ransfered t o  another gourd 
l i ck ing  the  one 6 dipping it i n  the  o the r  
which conta ins  ground s h e l l s .  Cer ta in ly  I 
could s e e  t h e i r  observations a r e  not as 
ours; they know themselves a s  t h e  big 
brothers ,  with a l l  t h e  whites o r  perhaps 
the  lldeveloped" nat ions  a r e  the  l i t t l e  
b ro the r s  with t h e  e a r t h  being our Mother. 
Babies a r e  taken o r  given to  o t h e r  people 
and cared f o r  i n  caves o r  darkened houses 
. . a l l  people a r e  concerned with chi ldren 

helping them t o  see  & understand t h e  world 
Trees, p lan t s ,  b i r d s ,  animals, r a i n ,  snow 
a r e  known from a  l imi ted  from t h e  cave o r  
house u n t i l  t h e  ch i ld  is  e ight  o r  so.Adult 
a  g is tance  is  always happenning during 
t i 1 9  time. One may well understand t h e  awe 
& humili ty the  Corgi have f o r  a l l  c rea t ion  
which they see  f o r  the  remainder of t h e i r  
l i v e s .  The big  brothers  a re  aware of t h e  
c i t i e s ,  power p lan t s ,  and greed f o r  wealth 
( they were much sought a f t e r  f o r  t h e i r  
former use of gold by Europeans). 

From t h e i r  o r a l  s p i r i t u a l  h i s to ry ,  which 
goes back t o  c rea t ion  of the  seas 6 ear th ,  
they cont inual ly  make e f f o r t s  t o  harmonize 
i n  the  world; a  balance of those t h a t  Cg. 
dest roy & consume the  creat ion with thbse 
who give care  t o  the  p lanet  & a l l  on it. 

A t r i p  t o  the  sea  by 9 o r  10 Corgi g ives  
pause by a  powerful e l e c t r i c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  
i n s t a l l a t i o n ;  they go o n . t o  t h e  sea  t o  

- give small handfiuls of p lan t s . .  . a  l i n e  is 
formed a s  each one e a r t h  t o  t h e  wat- 
e r ,  then they turn counterclockwise t o  un- 
turn  the  thread of l i f e  which we a r e  a l l  
connected t o  from creat ion.  

Going back through the  jungle, up carved 
stone s t eps  6 across a  woven vine bridge,  
'we' go i n t o  the  people 's  big communal 
house t o  receive what we came here f o r  - 
the  reasons , to  allow l i t t l e  b ro the r  t o  en- 
t e r  the  s p i r i t u a l  domain of ear th-car ing 
people. 

"The ea r ih  is  dying, This much we know. 
When it w i l l  d i e  we do not know, you do 
not know..no one knows when the  time w i l l  
be yet  we know it is  coming, f o r  t h e  moth- 
e r  is  dying. So we the  big  brothers  give 
you the  message t o  give t o  a l l  the  l i t t l e  
b r o t h e r s . L i t t l e  brothers  must change t h e i r  
ways. The cameraman & commentator walked 
up the  mountain t o  be shown a  s ign of t h e  
end of our p lanet .  High up & looking out 
one is  ab le  t o  see  many r idges  - what was 
normally snow-covered is  dry, barren rock; 
p l a n t s  normally green a r e  brown 6 dr ied  up 
with many wilted o r  dead. Mountain snows 
a r e  the  source of water f o r  r i v e r s  Glands 
a  great  d is tance  around ... so  it w i l l  be a  
water less ,  dry  season. The wet season and 
cycles  a r e  a l t e r e d  from h i s t o r y  - it is  
global warming. The Corgis know, f o r  t h i s  
i s  where they've been f o r  400 years.  

The deed is done; the  t r a n s l a t o r ,  camer- 
aman & commentator a r e  now back a t  t h e  
bridge t o  bring the  human race t h i s  mess- 
age. Once across t h e  bridge the  gate  is  
closed; no l i t t l e  brothers  a r e  t o  come 1 
back again. We have the  message, t h e  Corgi 
can do no more f o r  us,  the  gate  is  closed. 
Much l i k e  Noah c los ing the  ark  when it be- 
gan t o  r a in .  "Peace big brothers  - we must 
do t h i s  now." 

By MIKE ROHMERT 



w 
I t ' s  so much e a s i e r  t o  t r a s h  than it i s  

t o  bui ld .  We the  people have become apath- 
e t i c .  we encourage & allow paid s t a f f  from 
var ious  'groups' t o  be our voice.  In doing 
t h i s  we become powerless. 

The challenge would be t o  organize peop- 
l e  who a r e  poor, tenants,  e t c .  & empower 
them t o  speak, t o  a c t .  Perhaps workshops 
a r e  needed f o r  both paid &unpaid community 
workers on how t o  organize a  grassroots  
movement. In Quebec City they were ca l l ed  
animatours - they knew how t o  empower peo- 
p le ,  how t o  tu rn  them on. 

In the  30 's  people l i k e  Willis Shaparla 
fought f o r  us, f o r  our r i g h t s .  

I t  would be so  easy t o  lose  what we have 
espec ia l ly  with the  t h r e a t  of f r e e  t rade .  

By SHEILA BAXTER 

Editor,  
About t h i s  r epor t  i n  today's  paper. The 

a r t i c l e  speaks f o r  i t s e l f .  This individual  
has ruined many young chi ldren mentally, 
physical ly  F, emotionally. The biggest  crime 
I  see  i s  t h a t  these  chi ldren have been 
robbed of t h e i r  sexual i ty ,  t h e i r  t r u s t  and 
t h e i r  r i g h t s t o  be a  ch i ld .  

When t h i s  person crossed t h e i r  boundar- 
i e s ,  he v io la ted  the  t r u s t  t h a t  each was 
given t o  l e a ~ n  - RESPECT YOUR ELDERS. This 
person invaded t h e  c h i l d ' s  innocence..he 
suffocated them from t h e i r  livelihood. 

Who he is..where he l ives. .should i n  a l l  
r e spec t s  be revealed t o  the  community. RE- 
SPECT OUR CHILDREN. Allow them t o  be c h i l -  
dren; t h i s  is  a l l  wetve asked of  them. A l -  
low them t o  grow from t h e  i n s i d e - o u k  Too 
many of our chi ldren have been l o s t  be- 
cause they never got t o  l i v e  from within. 

LOOK AGAIN SOON FOR THE LATEST 

"OFF THE WALL" BOOK! 
.......................................... 

The book w i l l  be coming out  shor t ly .  I t  
contains many shor t  s t o r i e s ,  poems, a r t i c -  
l e s  F, p i c t u r e s  by Carnegie patrons & stud- 
en t s .  Most of the  pieces have been entered 
by ESL s tudents .  

One of the  w r i t e r s  we should mention was 
ser iously  in jured when a  house f e l l  on him 
He was s t i l l  under the  house when he came 
t o  & crawled out.  I t  took him many months 
t o  recover 4 he w i l l  never be h i s  o ld  se l f .  
He had t o  learn  t o  walk, t a l k ,  read,  wr i t e  
& do bas ic  math a l l  over again. He sti l l  
has problems walking. He was a  world t r av -  
e l l e r  6 a famous cook, but a l l  of t h a t  i s  
behind him. 

He now spends each day t ry ing  t o  under- 
stand bas ic  addi t ion F, subtraction=but has 
no problem with h i s  writ ing although he 
can ' t  remember a g rea t  many th ings .  Some- 
how he has almost t o t a l  r e c a l l  back t o  h i s  
Universi ty English education. That know- - 
ledge gives h i s  s t o r i e s  punch 4 makes them 
well w ~ ~ t h  readisg ,  

-- 
Writings from the CARNEGIE ADULT LEARNING C E N T R E ~  -- - - -- . .- 



MY HEAD IN HARD TRAFFIC: 

~ o u n t e r c u l t u r e ' s  media-made. Sblldtohype 
your image, a mi l l ion g i r l f r i e n d s  a r e  i m -  
pressed,  meanwhile stagnation s e t s  in .  No- 
th ing moves. The s t r e e t s  a r e  f u l l  of jack- 
hammer dust .  Boxes a r e  hammered toge the r  
f o r  babies who haven' t  been born. H o s t i l i -  
t y  & suspicion keep it down t o  d iscuss ing 
the  weather&how t h e  boy's doing in school. 

In s p i t e  of  everything l i f e  keeps poking 
i ts  f reaky nose out  of cracks i n  t h e  s y s t -  
em, smiling o r  laughing mysteriously with 
s t range hand ges tures  l i k e  h i t c h i k e r s  
drinking coffee i n  t h e  l a s t  booth, l i k e  
t r u t h  Fi beauty t r a v e l l i n g  through, scroun- 
ging the  garbage dump on the  edge of town 
& t h e  Serva l l  t rucks  go pas t  loaded with 
s t e e l  g i r d e r s  f o r  t h e  Locost Life  Insur- 
ance building i n  Calgary. 

A t  t h e  roadside r e s t  s top they n a i l  up a 
g ian t  s ign  i n  red white & black.. I C E  BAIT 
TACKLE. . t h a t ' s  a l l  it says,  but I enjoy a 
cup of coffee  a f t e r  nothing t o  dr ink f o r  
14 hours & t e l l  he r  she has a n ice  p lace  
even i f  t h e  world is dead already & dead 
again & not dead ye t  ... she th inks  I ' m  
crazy, &keeps  an eye on t h e  till. 

I I found a p a i r  of sunglasses by t h e  s ide  
I 

of the  road 4 c a r r i e d  them around with me. 
F ina l ly  put them on i n  t h e  blazing sun 
today. Never wanted t o  covermyfaaetbefore. 
I t  seemed dishonest .  Now I th ink I might 
t r ade  them i n  f o r  a b e t t e r  pair, even wear 
them on top of my head. Shei la  used t o  
wear sunglasses on top  of her head when 
she was a kid.  That was 30 years  ago. No- 
body wore sunglasses on top of t h e i r  head 
then. Now the  magazines a r e  f u l l  of models 
with sunglasses on top of t h e i r  heads loo- 
king l i k e  greyhounds i n  heat .  " 

The e a r t h  tu rns  west t o  e a s t  a s  I t r a v e l .  
I'm c a r r i e d  forward one ea r th  cireumfer- 
ance every 24 hours. I t ' s  l i k e  having t h e  
wind a t  your back. I t ' s  l i k e  coming down 
of f  the  mountain, taking almost t h e  width 

\ f  a continent t o  do it, shiver ing a t  
n ight  i n  the  sleeping bag, f r i e d  by t h e  

f s3de of the  road t h e  next day. 
The robot mind manifests  when the  mach- 

: ine  g e t s  i n  between you 6 them. My r i d e  is  
yearing a redneck image with peaked cap, 
sunglasses 6 a loaded r i f l e  under the  dash 
but he ' s  a l l  f a r  6 j o l l y  when you jo in  h i s  

language pa t t e rn .  Imagination's gone o n .  
s t r i k e  maybe o r  permanently unemployed@. 
v i s i t i n g  i ts  r e l a t i v e s ,  i n  someplace no 
one ever heard of.  Never d id  bui ld  what 
it once had i n  mind. J u s t  disappeared i?, 

l e f t  us  l i k e  t h i s ,  a f t e r  the  o r i g i n a l  
p lans  were destroyed. 

The wind must be s h i f t i n g  th ings  around 
a b i t .  The sun must be seeing our years  
i n  s o l i t a r y  confinement. Suddenly, they 
a l l  know, even the  owrst of it. After  the  
goldrush, a f t e r  t h e  pulp m i l l ,  a f t e r  c u t t -  
ing up the  mountain, carrying out  the  law ... they na i l ed  him a t  t h e  edge of t h e  p ic-  
n ic  grounds. I t  wasn't the  supers ta r  you 
might expect. I t  was t h e  Nootka. F i r s t  
r e a l  one they eyer met, I guess.  late^ we 
saw h$m hqnging i n  o the r  p laces .  A neon 
totem over t h e  Coke p lan t ,  on t h e  door of 
the  Dominion Hotel, tangled i n  a wire 
fence, two c i t y  f a t h e r s  i n  sunglasses  hol- 
ding automatics a t  h i s  head. A kind of 
c l v i c  c r e s t  with oak l ea f  c l u s t e r s  6 
crossed s taves ,  Like a sh ie ld  - l i k e  a 
coat  of arms - l i k e  t h e  aluminum c lad  
knight of the  rubber t a b l e ,  r a i s i n g  h i s  
g l a s s  of  Goodyear. The aluminumcctPd,'knight 
of i n d u s t r i a l  death,  something we could 
have hanging i n  t h e  school co r r idor  - so 
the  kids would understand. 

Impossible. No change i n  them, even 
though I kick t h e  s e t  a l i t t l e ,  j u s t t o l e t  
them know t h e  c i r c u i t s  a r e  the re .  Now i f  I 
can j u s t  get  out  pas t  t h e  Colonel Sanders, 
Mister Submarine, Steakhouse, Barbeque, 
Speedy Muffler King, used c a r  l o t ,  motel E 
r e a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e s . .  & i f  it j u s t  won't r a i n .  

Next r i d e  s e l l s  f i b e r g l a s  insu la t ion  & 
dr ives  an expensive, s l i g h t l y  s i n i s t e r -  
looking luxury car .  He's handing down t h e  
well-rehearsed t r u e  l i f e  adventure s e r i e s .  
Thir ty  miles down t h e  road, s o c i a l  systems 
pretend t o  serve human needs E everything 
comes t o  serve  t h e  machine. Less E l e s s  
c r e a t i v e  dialogue.  The s i t u a t i o n  becomes 
enormous, & I ' m  going thnough it  j u s t  t o  
experience t h e  obvious. To meet t h e  guard 
dogs & gunmen who r e a l l y  run t h e  thing.  

Turning west again,  away from Ottawa's 
r a i n  dance, I f i n d  a long r i d e  t o  Calgary 
with an old  guy who says he ' s  got  a su re  
cure f o r  dope smoking. You chain them up 
in  publ ic ,  he says, & t a k e  a b ig  c leaver  & 
cut  them r i g h t  down t h e  middle - then,you 
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knowwhat? Fu l l  Colour Videos. Show them on 
T.V. morning 4 night  ... 1 guarantee those  
kids s ren  1 t ever going t o  smmkb tilofie again ! . . . what d v  you thinka t h a t ?  

Sounds l i k e  a sure  cure a l r i g h t ,  but who 
would bel ieve  the  insane c i r c u s  & chainsaw 
massacre contained i n  one human bra in?  

A l l  t h i s  is coming t o  an end. Too l a t e  
f o r  a change of hear t .  Too l a t e  t o  look a t  
l i f e  a s  something more than moveable piec- 
e s  of r e a l  e s t a te . . . t h& ea r th ,  the  rocks, 
the  water, the  t r e e s ,  roads,  animals & 
c i t i e s  - t h e  s t o r e s  E o f f i c e  buildings,  
the  government. 
. . ,no  one w i l l  dedicate  these  th ings  t o  
evolving consciousness. Anyone who doesn ' t  
know why they ' r e  here must not  be awake t o  
the  obvious. The twentieth centruy s l a g  
heap i s  a hard p lace  t o  t ake  root .  

Arriving a t  a point  of no s p i r i t u a l  d i r -  
ec t ion it becomes necessary t o  c r e a t e  one. 
Naked & uncer ta in  newborn revolut ions  
crawl out  i n t o  t h e  headl ights  of oncoming 
t r a f f i c .  Secur i ty  systems stamp your sk in  
with the  t racks .  You t r y  t o  f i n d  t h e  one 
harmonic passing through a l l  poss ib le  ex- 
tremes, o r  t h e  whine of t ruck  engines d i s -  
appearing i n t o  darkness, leaving the  sound 
of waves r o l l i n g  up on t h e  beach nor th  of - - 
Lake Superior. 

TORA 

n J 

COMING TO THE RESCUE 

I t D s  a b i t  rough on a g a l  when she resc-  
ues 3 young Vietnamese people from a gang 
of  white toughs & g e t s  h e l l  from the  pol- 
i c e  f o r  doing so. 

Vicki i s  a Lower Mainland h e a l t h  ca re  
worker who takes  ca re  of mentally chal len-  
ged people. One evening, while d r iv ing  
through Vancouver, she had t o  brake sudd- 
enly when two young people dashed across  
t h e  road j u s t  i n  f r o n t  of he r  car .  A s  she 
drove on she checked her  rearview mirror  
t o  see  where the  two were going t o  i n  
such a hurry t h a t  they almost got  k i l l e d ,  
then stopped her  c a r  ti turned it around. 
There was a group of about 25 young people 
beating up th ree  young persons. A s  she 
drove up t o  t h e  group, most of them disp-  
ersed.  Vicki is  a . large woman with a bad 
temper i f  necessary. She stopped i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  3 badly in jured young people & t o l d  
t h e  remaining white k ids  t o  s c a t t e r  o r  she 
would give them what for . . then she t o l d  
the  3 in ju red  youth t o  g e t  i n  h e r  car .  

A s  she was dr iv ing away from t h e  scene 
Vicki asked .the badly hur t  k ids  what hosp- 
i t a l  they wanted t o  go to ,  although she 
knows where they a l l  a re .  They s a i d ,  The 
Chi ldren 's  Hospital .  She drove the re ,  not-  
i c ing  a s  she d id  t h a t  pQl&C&ccars were 
foljowing here They were c lose  behind when 
she got  to.:the hosp i t a l ,  but  it was c losed 
That was when t h e  po l i ce  caught up t o  her  
and accused her of i n t e r f e r i n g  with t h e  
law. They f e l t  t h e  3 youths were p a r t  of a 
s t r e e t  gang & should be ar res ted . . .and of 
course i f  they were p a r t  of a gang & she 
was helping them she was a criminal  too. 

She had 'to shout to pake t h e  po l i ce  aw- 
a r e  of the  emergency s i t u a t i o n  & show them 
t h e  bloody mess the  k ids  were i n  & t h e i r  
wounds. She had blood on he r se l f  E a l l  ov- 
e r  he r  car .  I t  took awhile but t h e  unsym- 
p a t h e t i c  cops f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  an ambulance. 

Vicki went through a very thorough g r i l -  
l i n g  from the  pol ice ,  even though t h e  kids 
were wounded, & was badly shaken. It w i l l  
t ake  he r  a long time t o  recover from h e r  
c h a r i t a b l e  ac t . . .and knowing t h a t  t h e  pol-  
i c e  a r e  s t i l l  blaming vic t ims f o r  what 
hamens t o  them. I s  t h a t  a bas ic  human 
trbit, t o  blame the  vict im. o r  what? 

BY DORA SANDERS 



Crab Park - Venetian Vancouver 

People who had nuthin t o  do wi*  g e t t i n  
Crab Park keep comin up with I1Tourist- 
On1 y Place" ideas .  

The l a t e s t  was t h e  Dec.22 Vancouver Sun 
a r t i c l e  by El izabeth  A i r d , t i t l e d  "Gifts  
W i l l  Include Everything But Pa r t r idges  i n  
Those Pear Trees." 

One of t h e  so-cal led  g i f t s  she would 
give  Vancouver is:  "1 w i l l  give us  a canal  
t h a t  w i l l  j o in  t h e  eas tend<ofFalse  Creek 
t o  Vancouver's Burrard I n l e t .  It might 
meander through Chinatown 6 end a t  Crab 
Park. What a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  - the re  
w i l l  be  a promenade a l l  along t h e  canal ,  
with ca fes  6 hote l s . .  . By the  way, San 
Antonio, Texas, a l ready did t h i s  with i ts 
River Walk & now i t ' s  c a l l e d  t h e  Venice 
of  Texas." 

This is t h e  re-barfed, f l a t -b ra ined  
idea  of  bui ld ing a Car ra l l  S t r e e t  Canal. I 
A s  i f  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  enuff megaprojects a l -  
ready pushing people out  i n t o  t h e  cold, 
barren s t r e e t s  homeless. 

A s  i f  t h e  bkrdened taxpayers would l i k e  
t o  pay over $100 mil l ion f o r  t h i s  scheme. 

She ignores t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Crab/Portsi.de 
c e n t r a l  waterfront  park provides t h e  on1 y 
s a f e  greenspace f o r  10,000 lowincome peo- 
p le .  She ignores the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Port  
o f  Vancouver Corporation has a l ready got 
monster t o u r i s t  p lans  f o r  beside Crab Pk. 
They plan a convention centre ,  a double- 
be r th  c ru i sesh ip  p i e r ,  a h ighr i se  h o t e l  
arid l i k e l y  o f f i c e  buildings/skyscrapers.  

Flush t h e  canal .  We've a l ready got 
World Class  Ci ty ,  Executive Ci ty  and New 
World Order Ci ty  ... l i k e  we need 'Venetian 
Vancouver'. Crab is  t h e  c e n t r a l  water- 
f r o n t  park t h a t  low-income l o c a l  people 
fought f i v e  years  f o r .  

Are low-income fami l i e s  supposed t o  
melt out o f  Crab Park l i k e  r a r e  snow? 

The re-barfed Car ra l l  S t r e e t  Canal t o  
Crab Park idea  might explain why Council 
has been awfully swi f t  about funding 50% 
of a Columbia S t r e e t  pedest r ian  overpass. 

Don Larson 

AQUARIUS - THE TENTH PLANET 
More than a hundred thousand years ago 
they came down from the sky. So well 
advanced was their civilization that 
even in comparison to 20th century man 
they would be like Gods. 
They came for Earth's gold, to be used 
to improve the atmosphere of their own 
planet which orbited the sun once every 
3,500 years. 
They mined the gold of South Africa and 
carried on great experiments. Eventual- 
ly there was a revolt among the lesser 
Gods, who found the mining of gold be- 
neath the hot African soil was not to 
their liking. 
The Gods decided to resolve the problem 
by combining the genes of a rather 
stupid creature (homoerectus) with a 
small part of their own genetic makeup 
in order to create a submental class of 
being bright enough only to do the 
menial work in the gold mines. Thus, 
our human species was superdeveloped. 

When these Gods had a suffecient amount 
of the precious metal they made careful 
preparations for their departure. 
It was decided that the humans must be 
destroyed because of their rapid speed 
of mutated intelligence. The plan was 
to dissolve the enormous continent of 
ice at the southern pole and flood the 
eath's dry surface to drown the over- 
breeding human population. 

One of the Gods, however, was over- 
whelmed with compassion for the lowly 
beasts, and secretly instructed them to 
build a giant submersible vessel that 
would save a number of them from the 
great flood. 
de warned the humans, just before his 
leparture, that they had been given an 
intelligence that would have otherwise 
taken them millions of years to acquire 
~aturally, and should be very selective 
low they used it. 
le also said that the Gods would return 
ngain, probably in 7,000 years. 
4nd the Gods have been here many times 
since then. 

Carry Gust 



t h e  Long Run Home : 

Talk about wri t ing home 
Building home 

The long run home.. . 
How would you bui ld  i t ?  

Out of what? 
Curbs? Gutters? 

The smell of garbage? 
Locked doors? Parking l o t s ?  
Tra f f i c  i n  the  r a i n ?  

What would you bu i ld  i t  o f ?  
Glass S tee l  P l a s t i c ?  

gasol ine ,  alcohol? 
- bui ld  it on empty beer  cans? 

ripped T-shi r ts?  
Twisted days 6 nigh t s  

on needles,  welfare? 
Strange syn the t i c s ,  f ireworks 

burning out your bloodstream 
brain  c e l l s  going crazy 

i n  a dream, on a dream - 
f o r  a dream ... shot down - 

shot down again? 
What does it matter? 
When your dream's shot down 

What does i t  mat ter  
& what does it tu rn  out  t o  be? 

. . .home? 
Not a p icket  fence 

Not a pot ted  p lan t  
J u s t  a p lace  t o  s l eep  
With a locked door 

ca re fu l ,  deep 
Sol id  t h i s  time - maybe 

I f  I can be t h a t  way 
I f  I can s t a y  t h a t  way 

Whatever grabs me, t akes  me 
Holds me, shakes me 
Hangs me i n  the re ,  LIJ the re  
Draws the  c i r c l e  of 

myself toge the r  
Whatever g ives  me who I am 

In a p lace  t o  wake up 
work & dream 

Where l i g h t  comes i n  my window 
On a p iece  of f l o o r  

Where I found these  
Two old  words 

Left  over i n  the  bottom drawer 

One word was common 
6 the  o t h e r  was u n i t y  
So I put  them together  t o  
wr i t e  a poem about common u n i t y  

& it cam out community 

Everybody ta lked about i t  
But nobody could bel ieve  it 
... too  many crazy people, man 
Don't go out  there ,  woman 

I t ' s  t h e  n i g h t l i f e  
Don't go anywhere 

Stay a t  home 
Sleep it o f f . .  . s leep  it o f f .  

Maybe it was j u s t  a 
paranoid l i t t l e  neighbourhood 
on a paranoid l i t t l e  p lanet  
with some paranoid l i t t l e  people 
who couldn' t  have no 
respec t  f o r  each other .  

Maybe it  was uncommon d i s u n i t y  
With nothing to l i v e  f F  
Something a t  war with i t s e l f  
Like they sa id  it would be 
Something a t  war with a world 
That c a l l s  i t s e l f  r e a l i t y ?  
E every time you went t o  
t h e  bathroom you ca r r i ed  a knife 
Because the  room next door 
was a cage f o r  a psychotic k i l l e r  

l e t  out on l i th ium 
because a Japanese business co l l ege  
wanted h i s  o ld  room a t  Riverview 
6 l a s t  week I even punched 
some guy i n  t h e  face  
because he kept taJking 
a l l  t h e  way through open s t age  
& wouldn't l i s t e n  t o  t h e  music 
o r  t h e  s inger  o r  t h e  poetry  

Hey - I ' m  s i c k  
I need t o  remember 
Childhood - Children 4 

I need t o  remember 
Having a home i n  my hear t  
In  my head - i n  my hands, 
I need t o  do my home work - 
I need t o  j u s t  s tand here 
E wr i t e  common un i ty  

common un i ty  
common 

u n i t y  
on t h e  back of t h i s  
o ld  hote l  a hundred times 
u n t i l  my eyes cross  & my f i n g e r s  hur t  
&mymindgetsmelteddownaround me 
Like community - common un i ty  

That I s  what I need 
That1 s what you need 

That ' s  what we need 
We l o s t  it - 

A mil l ion corporate g i a n t s  
Stomped a l l  over h i s t o r y  
& r ipped off  our community 

our common uni ty .  
Now we have t o  
go back down ins ide  

with ropes & ladders  & lunchbuckets 
l i k e  volunteers,  & ge t  it back 
I t ' s  d i r t y  work - unpaid work 
Picking up the  pieces 
Like a r e a l  crazy maze, man 
A puzzle - where t h e  l i t t l e  o ld  lady 
sleeping i n  f r o n t  of a TV s e t  i n  
t h e  Seniors Lounge i s  l i k e  some 
d e l i c a t e  o ld  fashioned mosaic 

smashed i n  the  path of progress 
l i k e  t h e  s t o r y  of your l i f e  

run over by a truck 
an explosion of poetry 

s c a t t e ~ e d  a l l  over t h e  in te r sec t ion  
p i l ed  up In cardboard boxes 
dumped out  of ho te l  windows 
Pieces of personal h i s t o ~ y  
Dreams, v i s ions ,  sca t t e red  i n  
a c a p i t a l i s t  whirlwind 
& you've got  t o  pick them up 
The pieces of your head 
Your h e a r t - y o u ' v e  got pick them up 
Somewhere over the re  
4 hand, an eye, an arm 
Shivering i n  thb r a i n ,  a foot  
a face  locked out ly ing i n  t h e  mud 
Svqewhere down t h e r e  
Have a hea r t ,  open t h e  door 
Get back home. TORA 



An Update on Recycling.. . 
- 

For those  of us  receiving welfare ... 
A n i c e  change has taken place regarding 

use of pub l ic  f a c i l i t i e s  under t h e  Parks 
Board. I t  used t o  be a r e a l  hass le  t o  go 
t o  d i f f e r e n t  community centres ,  e n r o l l  i n  
c lasses ,  s w i m ,  skate ,  e t c .  Almost every 
place  had d i f f e r e n t  papers t o  f i l l  out  & 
l e t t e r s  from workers, but now t h e r e  is  a 
Leisure Access Pass. 

You go t o  any parks Board community 
cen t re  (311 of 'em except Carnegie), S ~ Q W  

proof t h a t  your income is GAIN ( the  stub) 
6 you get  t h i s  Pass: With it you can s w h  
o r  ska te  f o r  f r e e ;  it a l s o  provides up t o  
50% of f  on any f e e s  charged f o r  spec ia l  
th ings  l i k e  f i t n e s s  i n s t ~ u c t i o n  E other  
c lasses  offered throughout Vancouver. 

These Leisure Access Passes open a l o t  
n v e  much of t h e  hass le .  

unconditional love 
f r i endsh ip  

t r u s t  & compassion 

When Woodwards closed t h e  b o t t l e / c a n  
r e t u r n  closed with it. A l o t  of people 
make a few bucks from doing r e a l  s t r e e t  
l e v e l  ' recycl ing '  - gather ing up d i sca rd-  
ed beverage conta iners  & p u t t i n g  them 
back i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .  

This seemed t o  be a symptom of t h e  ind- 
u s t r y ;  not  enough a t t e n t i o n  being paid  t o  
t h e  whole process of recycl ing beyond t h e  
f i r s t  s t a g e  of having a few big  depots.  

Options seemed t o  be two: 
1) Expand t h e  blue-box program throughout 

t h e  province; 
2)  Expand deposi t - re turn  systems. 

In a l e t t e ~  t o  Ken L y o t i e ~ ,  who names 
h i s  e f f o r t s  "Save Our Living Environment'' 
(SOLE), t h e  a s s i s t a n t  deputy m i n i s t e r  f o r  
environmental management s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
BC g o v l t  has i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  push ahead 
t&th t h e  2nd ~ t $ i . ? n ~  j,n c p n q u 1 t ~ t ; i ~ n  with 
fndus t ry  .G othejc c o n k e ~ e d '  people. -Hope: 
f u l l y  these  'o thers '  w i l l  inc lude commun- 
i t y  l e v e l  e f f o r t s  & not  j u s t  what those  
with big  ves ted i n t e r e s t s  d e s i r e .  

V S  
unspoken f e a r s ,  sexual jea lously  

paranoid & sel f -centered 
under t h e  disguise 'of  s e l f  delusion 

a s  openness, understanding - 
t r u t h  & giving / None wins / both people l o s e  

How do u wanto l i v e  
4 

d - 
When I go t o  t h e  Seniors, I l i k e  t o  soc- 

i a l i z e  e s p e c i a l l y  with those who have bad 
h a b i t s  and abuse t h e i r  bodies. But they do 
not  abuse my body. Many a r e  proud & hur t ing  
themselves so,  i n  my own way, I counsel & 
support them. 

I have survived on these  s t r e e t s  f o r  26 
years .  I met a guy named George a t  t h e  De- 
t o x  on 59 West Pender who gave me t h i s  pen 
a t  t h e  A.A. group. He is  a Mohawk Indian 
from down e a s t .  He went t o  Prince George. " 

Marie Rose Mercereau / 

A c h i l d  is abused 
f o r  no apparent reason 

But it '  s not a l l  r i g h t  
J u s t  one c a l l  is a l l  it t a k e s  

t o  cause someone t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

An animal i s  abused 
No mat ter  t h e  season 
But i t ' s  not a l l  r i g h t  

J u s t  one c a l l  i s  a l l  it takes  
t o  cause someone t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

A woman i s  abused 
f o r  no apparent reason 
No mat ter  t h e  season 

But i t ' s  not a l l  r i g h t  
J u s t  one c a l l ,  

You d i d n ' t  make, 
t o  cause someone t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

But now 
i t ' s  too  l a t e ,  

Cheryl Webber Parker 



- 
THE HOMELESS / 

light of (NO place to go $ 
street kids: 
no safety net 
to save them 
LINDSAY KlNES 
Vancouver Sun 

They sleep in stairwells or aban- 
doned buildings, huddle on hot air 
vents or crari together in tiny 
hotel rooms. 

They eat poorly, suffer colds and 
flu, and turn to theft, panhandling 
and prostitution to survive. , , 

Some of them are fleeing sexual 
and physical abuse at home, some 

I are running away from foster or 
group homes and some are just 

' 
the freedom and bright 

lights. the street. 
They're homeless kids and they 

c have no place to go. - 
Streetworkers have no clear 

figures on the nbmbers of kids. on 
the  s t r ee t s  in Vancouver.-- 
althougliit is estimated there are 
between 300 and 400, aged from 12 
to 19. 

But a community panel cpmmis- 
sioned by Social Services Minister 
Joan Smallwood to review child 
protection legislation in B.C. 
reported-recently that there now 
are more youths on the street than 
ever, that they are younger tha,n 
thosein the past and that the sift&- 
tion is becoming more dangerous. 

"For me personally, I was devas- 
tated by it," said Patricia Chaun- 
cey, a panel member who workSTor 
End Legislated Poverty. "I didn't 
realize that the problem was so 
large. 

"They've really fallen through 
huge gaps in the safety net. A lot of 
kids aren't eligible for income 
assistance. ~heyu're not eligible to 

apply for most housing - certainly 
hot social housing. And landlords 
won't rent to them." 

Christopher Graham, a street- 
worker with Street Youth Ser- 
vices, said outreach nurses, mental 
health counsellors, social workers 
and streetworkers offer a wide- 
range ofservices to street kids, but 
housing remains one of the most 
neglected issues. 

"There's nowhere to place kids," 
he said. 

A lot of the yoyths: fresh from 
bad experiences in group homes or 
foster homes, refuse to have any 
contact with ministry social work- 
ers. 

 h hey would rathkr just run 
than accept services," Graham 
said. 

If they don't sleep in squats or 
stairwells, the kids end up a t  
places like Street Kids in Dis- 
tress. 

SKID opened up a street-front 
office last year, but has broken city 
zoning bylaws by running a drop- 
in centre in a retail zone, violated 
building bylaws by letting children 
and adults sleep in the building at 
night and prompted an investiga- 
tioh by police and provinci,al 
government of financial irregular- 
ities. 

This week, the city served SKID 
with an eviction notice, giving it 14 
days to vacate its office at  491 
Pacific. 

, "Everything is wrong down 
therii, I'm not going to sit here and. 
tell you any stories," said Leeroy 
Campbell, the organization's pub- 
lic relations director. 

But Campbell said that if foun- 
der Irene Tatum has made mis- 
takes, she has succeeded in getting 
publicity for the plight of the 
homeless chiidren. 

"She hasawakened us to a real 
need - a real need," he said. 

Graham said downtown workers 

have been lobbying government 
for the past five years to get a safe 
house established in Vancouver. 

A safe house would offer kids a 
'place to go where they could get 
clothes, food and a place to sleep 
for a short period of time before 
making decisions about their 
future, he said. This would give 
youth workers a chance to talk to 
t h e  k i d s  b e f o r e  t h e y  g e t  
entrenched in street life. 

Smallwood was unavailable to 
comment on the issue Thursday, 
and publir information officer 
Peggy Herring would bnly say: 
"It's something that social setvices 
and municipal affairs are working 
on together. It's a problem we're 
aware of and.we're continuing to 
try and work out solutions involv- 
ing the community." 

As for the cummunity panel, its 
report is now before the minister 
with recommendations tha t  
include the need for safe houses 
and crisis services for youth. 

"We have to understand that the 
people we're allowing to live on 
the street are children," Chauncey 
said. "The situation for those chil- 
dren on the street is the same as it 
is in anyThird World country. 

"Right now," she said, "they're 
at the absolute fringes of our,com- 
,munities." 



. . .  by coincidence, 

A penson named Jay Katz sen t  a r e p o r t  t o  
Dan T e t r a u l t ,  who's on s t a f f  he re .  Seems 
t h a t  Jay  had f in i shed  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  e i g h t  
c i t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  & Canada a f t e r  meet- 
ing with va r ious  people who provide non- 
t r a d i t i o n a l ,  c r e a t i v e  ways f o r  homeless & 
low-income people t o  develop s k i l l s  & ex- 
p ress  t a l e n t s .  Lo 6 Behold, Carnegie is  
now p a r t  of a guide t h a t  l i s t  t h e  bes t  
such e f f o r t s  i n  Both coun t r i e s !  

J a y t s  words, while somewhat geared f o r  
Mprofessional" e a r s ,  do convey some b a s i c  
t r u t h s  t h a t  any atmost any homeless o r  
low-income person would t ake  a s  j u s t  com- 
mon sense.  

"At one time, opera t ing stop-gap s h e l t e r  
4 food prograns, accompanied, perhaps, by 
job t r a i n i n g  6 counseling, were consider-  
ed s t a t d a r d ,  mul t i -service  programs. 

"Many community l eaders  6 s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  
s t a f f  now be l i eve  t h a t  programs designed 
t o  d i s t r i b u t e  se rv ices  a r e  not s u f f i c i e n t  
i n  serving t h e  homeless population.  Rather 
they s t r i v e  f o r  a more h o l i s t i c  v i s i o n  of 
t h e  problem. Beyond bas ic  needs, s e r v i c e  
agencies s t r i v e  t o  provide personal ,  soc- 
i a l  & c r e a t i v e  o u t l e t s  t o  t h e i r  members. 
In an e f f o r t  t o  be more comprehensive, 
programs such a s  t h e a t r e  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  w r i -  
t i n g  workshops, a r t  c l a s s e s ,  news le t t e r s  
and perfomance f e s t i v a l s  a r e  i n s t i t u t e d .  

"In add i t ion  t o  f o s t e r i n g  se l f -es teem E 
courage, these  o u t l e t s  o f t e n  demonstrate 
t o  t h e  l a r g e r  population t h e  a b i l i t i e s  of 
"marginalizedu men 6 women. In e f f e c t ,  
myths about the  homeless 6 menta l ly  i l l  
a r e  countered by t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  by t h e  
beauty 6 complexity of t h e i r  work and 
i n t e l l e c t  , ' I  

Jay put a s h o r t  b i t  Qn about 3 dozen 
d i f f e r e n t  groups i n  a 'guide1,  l e t t i n g  
a l l  know t h a t  you a r e  p a r t  of an exppnding 
network. 

The "coincidence!' i s  t h a t  Jay Katz co- 
ordinates  a publ ica t ion made i n  P i t t sburg  
ca l l ed  S t r e e t  Beat. Garry Gust, a DE a r t -  
i s t  & musician, brought a copy of t h e i r  
l a t e s t  i n t o  the  Newsletter o f f i c e  about 
a week ago, before t h i s  repor t  got  here, 
having picked it up i n  Spartacus Books. 

S t r e e t  Beat has poet ry  & wri t ing by 

homeless, low-income s t r e e t  people. In 
t h i s  i s sue  of t h e  Carnegie Newsletter, 
t h e  work by J e r r y  Miley, Marcus Te l l ing  
Eileen Winters & Cheryl Webber Parker is  
from S t r e e t  Beat. PRT 

SO, h e ' s  gone 
died 3 dqys shor t  of 30 y r s ,  

of a head i n j u r y  / t r a v e l l i n g  i n  Mexico 
bury'd i n  a cave 

f a r  f a r  away and. .. 
we miss him u 

Sandy Beech 

P 
\ 

/ A l l  power t o  
t h e  music t h a t  

expresses the  hope & d e s i r e  1 
of  people s t rugg l ing  I 

I i ( with t h e  emotional 
p i t  f a l l s  of Love. 

1 B. Gee / 

Temporary S ta f f  Changes a t  Carnegie. ,  

Atiba Saunders has taken a f o u r  month 
leave of absence from t h e  cen t re .  We ex- 
pect  h e r  back i n  mid-May E wish h e r  we l l  
on h e r  leave.  

Marty Hunter w i l l  be replacing At iba  
f o r  t h i s  period of  time a s  Volunteer Co- 
o rd ina to r .  We welcome Marty t o  t h i s  posi -  
t i o n  E look forward t o  some e x c i t i n g  
t h i n g s  from h e r  E Nat a s  they head toward 
Volunteer Recognition Week i n  Apri l .  

John Ferguson w i l l  be r ep lac ing  Marty 
a s  t h e  Kitchen Program Ass i s t an t  s o  watch 
ou t  f o r  a d a i l y  'Welsh s t y l e t  menu. 

There is  a l s o  a rumour t h a t  Diane Mac- 
Kenzie i s  re turning t o  t h e  c e n t r e  on 
March 1 s t .  We'll keep you posted.  



Canada's War On Drugs Is A Farce 
VANCOUVER - Handcuffed by 

laws that make convictions few and 
far between, which in turn result in 
jail sentences SO short they hardly act 
as a deterrent, drug squad officers 
say it is nearly impossible to make a 
dent in the street trade. 

'Canada's war on drugs is a farce," 
growls Sgt. Gary Dalton from across 
his desk buried back in a corner of 
the drug squad office on the fourth 
floor of Vancouver police headquar- 
ten at 312 Main Street. "It does not 
exist." 

A bear of a man who appears to 
have seen - and been in - his share 
of scrapes in the past. Dalton openly 
admits that  the same laws he gets 
paid to uphold are the ones that prove 
to be the biggest thorn in his side. 

He has seen 16-year olds driving 
cars many working people can't afford 
and knows where the money to get 
these 'toys" comes from. But constric- 
tive investigation regulations, short 
prison terms if any and an unbear- 
ably high occurrence of dismissals of 
charges for any of a seemingly infi- 
nite number of technicalities frus- 
trate Dalton and other drug cops that 
find themselves in the midst of a war 
on drugs that they see as a losing bat- 
tle. 

* iri conviction rate and averaRe sen- 
'tence is not determined sdcally 
for heroin, b u t  proeecutor I a n  
McKinnon estimated the average sen- 
tence for PPT heroin a t  somewhere 
between eight- and 12-yeas, down 
from 15- to 20-yeaw a decade ago. He 
also admitted tha t  convictions are 
becoming increasingly difficult to 
obtain. 

Carr and Dalton say this trend has 
not escaped the wary eyes of smug- 
glers and dealers who are willing to 
take the risk at the reduced odda of 
getting caught o r  doing hard time. 
They say the only way to curb the 
number of active dealers and in turn 
the growing number of users is to 
dole out longer sentences as  a deter- 
rent to drive away the- 'peripheral 
dealers,' allowing police tbe time to 
concentrate on thorn a t  the top of the 
burgeoning heroin industry, and to 

seize the personal assets of thaw con- 
victed of importing and dealing, ' 

'Everything we (drug squad) do 
would be worthwhile if they would 
get lengthy sentences,' says Dalton. 
'Aqd the only" way to hurt importere 
ia to go after their assets: You have to 
take away their toys - and by taye I 
mean their fancy cars, nice buses, 
anything they buy with the proceede 
of crime. That'e the only way.to hurt 
them.' ' - 6  ,A%;, ' 

Most,.of 'them' a re  ~ F R ~ M  of a 
loosely-knit group of cart$+$ cnminala 
from dubbed Big Cbdk Police 
say they!are responsible for and con- 
trol up to 80 per cent of the heroin 
that--is- current ly  flooding the 
Vancouver"market.  The  unusual 
amount-of low-priced high-purity 
heroin is also resulting in an  *or- 
dinarily high number of heroin over- 

..dose deaths. 

BRIAN MULRONEY IS MY SHEPHERD 
I s h a l l  soon want 

He leadeth  me beside s t i l l  
and abandoned farms 

He r e s t o r e s  my doubt.about the  Tories 
He annointed my wages with t axes ,  and 
i n f l a t i o n ,  so my expenses runneth over 

my income. 

follow the  Tories,  
Surely poverty and hard l iv ing  s h a l l  

and I s h a l l  work on a rented farm, 
and l i v e  i n  a rented house forever .  

&0 -f Five thousand years ago oses said:  
l'piclj up your shovel, mount your ass ,  

and I w i l l  lead you t o  the  Promised Land. 
Five thousand years  l a t e r ,  Trudeau sa id:  

"Lay down your shovel and s i t  on your a ss  
l i g h t  up a camel; t h i s  is  the  Promised Land." 

This year Brian Mulroney 
w i l l  t ake  your shovel; s e l l  your camel, 

kick your a s s ,  and t e l l  you he gave away t h e  
Promised Land. 

I am glad I am a Canadian, 
I am glad I am f r e e  

But I wish I were a dog, 
and Brian was a t r e e .  

Sincerely,  
The People of Canada. 



The Blizzard of '79 

Listen s t r e e t  people, and you s h a l l  near -9 $ 

the  t a l e  of a loner ,  p las te red  with beer. " *c 3 %@* A. ? 

Staggering down the  a l l e y ,  d r i f t i n g  with snow 
because he had no place e l s e  t o  go. 

The snow f e l l  s o f t  and t h e  snow f e l l  deep, 
when i n t o  a basement he d i d  not  creep.  
The snow f e l l  deep, the  
no one thought t h e  snow 

snow f e l l  f a s t  ... 
could l a s t .  

The snow f e l l  down f o r  t h r e e  days and more 
u n t i l  it blocked out every window and door. 

Of the  99 garbage bags agains t  t h e  wall ,  
t he  vagrant drank s t a l e  booze from them a l l .  

The white snow f e l l  s o f t l y  down 
and the  squealing r a t s  were the  only sound. 

He snuggled down i n  an o ld  easy cha i r  
with dreams of "the wheel, turning i n  the  a i r . "  

When he awoke he l e t  out  a shout 
The r a t s  had surrounded him 6 he couldn' t  ge t  out .  

H i s  beard was black stubble,  6 h i s  messy wild h a i r ,  
suggested the  appearance of a black g r i z z l y  bear.  

No one heard h i s  f r a n t i c  c ry ,  
i n  t h e  howling wind with the  snow p i l ed  hlgh. 

When along came grea t  Tanya 6 her  puppies th ree ,  
digging a path immediately. 

Then along came t h i s  dog, Tanya by name 
a t  ease i n  t h e  sparkl ing tongues of snow flame. 

She found Mother' s wondering boy 
in jured and drinking l iqu id  joy. 

"Please ge t  me out I have t o  have more 

I The Fall 



Don't Believe Everylhing 
You Read ln The Tabloids,,, 

(Ed i to r ' s  note:  What follows i s  taken 
from a l e t t e r - t o - t h e - e d i t o r  from a person 
who has f i n a l l y  l e t  something out  on how t" @" 

p o l i t i c s  twists t h i n g s , )  
.c." '6% 

,& -+O 

1f~egardles.s  of our thoughts on t h e  North 0 "cc3 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) , Q~ ee 

itB .c" 
one country t h a t  has been very successful  
i n  balancing t h e i r  budget by cu t t ing  ex- 
pendi tures  & increas ing revenues a t  t h e  
same t ime is Mexico. They cut  expendit- 

okay. Why t h i s  l e t t e r  was printed i s  t o  I show how select ing only b i t s  & pieces of 

u res  by p r i v a t i z i n g  publ ic  sec t& en te r -  
p r i s e s ,  which i n  Mexico used t o  d r a i n  
l o t s  of subs id ies  from t h e  f e d e r a l  budget 
The p r i v a t i x a t i o n  process,  which was done 
through pub l i c  b ids ,  allowed t h e  Mexican 

gov' t  t o  r a i s e  $52 b i l l i o n .  They used t h i s  
t o  c u t  t h e  domestic debt & thus  cu t  t h e i r  
debt  se rv ice .  To c u t  c o s t s  f u r t h e r  they re-  
duced t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  bureaucracy dramatic- 
a l l y  by o f f e r i n g  e a r l y  re t i rement .  They e l -  
iminated programs t h a t  were important t o  
some s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups but no t  bene- 
f i c i a l  t o  t h e  genera l  population.  They re-  
duced t a x  r a t e s  but  increased t h e  t a x  base 
by rep lac ing  what they perceived a s  regres-  
s i v e  t axes  l i k e  s a l e s  taxes  with more prog- 
r e s s i v e  ,ones l i k e  gasol ine .  They decreased 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  s a l e s  t a x  from 15% t o  10% 
while inc reas ing  t h e  gas tax ,  which is  pro- 
g ress ive  i n  Mexico because only a small  
p a r t  of  t h e  population owns ca r s .  They suc- 
c e s s f u l l y  d i d  what I bel ieve  Canada must do 
i f  we a r e  t o  su rv ive  a s  a nat ion.  
Former US Republican Senator Norris  Cotton 

noted i n  h i s  autobiography, & I quote: 
"Where does t h e  g o v l t  g e t  i t s  money? From 
t h e  vaca t ions  we could never t ake ,  movies 
we never saw, r e s t a u r a n t  d inners  we never 
a t e ,  c l o t h e s  we never bought & savings we 
haven' t  got?  What a scorching indictment of 
runaway g o v l t ,  of  a runaway economy 6 of an 
u n f a i r  t a x  s y s t e 6  t h a t  c a t e r s  t o  t h e  very  
r i c h ,  coddles t h e  very  poor, but  i s  slowly 
but  sure1 y crushing t h e  middle c l a s s .  That 
i n  my eyes j u s t  a s  ab ly  desc r ibes  Canada's 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  1993. How many p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  
wi l l ing  t o  j o i n  me i n  reducing t h e  s i z e  & 
cos t  of our f e d e r a l  government?" 

info can d i s t o r t  & confuse. 
F i r s t ,  "regardless of our thoughts on 

NAFTA" i s  saying both the  "free" t rade  
agreement & NAFTA are  separate issues.  The 
loss  of 500,000 jobs, the depression-level 
plant closures,  bankruptcies, e t c .  a ren ' t  
part of the p ic ture?!  Ef you believe tha t  
then i t1 s r e a l l y  sad. Transnational corp- 
orations have been the movers 6 shakers in  
Mexico1 s ffrestruaturing",  jus t  as  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t s  are  served by these deals.  Hold- 
ing Mexico up as a shining example of ec- 
onomic enlightenment i s  sickening. 

Lowe has selected b i t s  of info. What he 
chose not t o  discuss o r  even mention is 
how these changes have affected the people 
of Mexico o r  what the Salinas gov l t  has 
done t o  get  these changes i n  place.  To be- 
gin with Salinas l o s t  the  l a s t  e lec t ion.  
The vote was heavily in  favour of the  
opposition forces trying t o  throw out the 
corrupt regime tha t  has d ic ta ted  i n  Mexico 
f o r  the l a s t  60 years. Salinas had the 
army & pol ice  se ize  hqge numbers of ba l lo t  
boxes a11 over the  country, declared a 
need f o r  a recount, then jus t  announced a 
week l a t e r  tha t  he;d won. Many people who 
protested t h i s  massive fraud were then 
murdered. In the  next year over 140 of 
the  people who'd run against  members of 
Salinas '  junta were k i l l e d  - murdered. 

Of the 85 mill ion people in Mexico, over 
60 mill ion a re  exis t ing i n  abject  poverty. 
They have nothing; r e a l  wages have fa l l en  
over 50% i n  the l a s t  5 years, the  only 



organised labour i s  t h e  government union, 
run by Sa l inas '  appointees.  Changes i n  
t h e  t axes  have not  a f f ec t ed  t h e  wealthy 
e l i t e  a t  a l l  - they  have simply cu t  wages 
t o  about $5 a DAY. More C, more Canadian C, 
American jobs a r e  vanishing a s  corpora te  
owners r e l o c a t e  i n  Mexico, with i t s  obs- 
cenely cor rupt  g o v f t ,  murder of independ- 
en t  union organisers ,  $5/day wages and 
t o t a l  lack o f  enforced environmental law. 

Lowe then has t h e  g a l l  t o  f i n i s h  with a 
"motherhood" quote t o  grab t h e  emotions of 
on ly  those who he expects  t o  vote.  The 
"coddling of t h e  very poor" says a l o t  f o r  
t h e  Reform Pa r ty  - we, a s  low income peop- 
l e ,  a r e  p a r a s i t e s  i n  h i s  eyes. He g ives  
4 good in t roduct ion  t o  what ~ e f o r m - &  Tory 
a l i k e  want: p r i v a t i z e ,  deregula te ,  c u t  f, 
s l a s h  s o c i a l  programs.. ,supporting both 
FTA 6 NAFTA i n  agreeing t h a t  i f  you c a n ' t  
make P buck a t  anything I t ' s  no good. This 
philosophy i s  economic te r ror i sm,  paving 
the  way f o r  North America t o  have a un i f -  
orm standard f o r  wages, education, hea l th  
F, environmental p ro t ec t ions  that,  a r e  s e t  
a t  t h e  lowest l e v e l  poss ib le  UNLESS you 
happen t o  be p a r t  of t h e  wealthy e l i t e .  

PAULR TAYLOR 

Especially In a 
Tory Trade Tabloid! 

Okay again. What fo l lows  i s  a sh in ing  
example of how t h e  Conservatives, l ed  by 
t h e  incomparable Brian Mulroney, do what 
Lowe has attempted. Last year  t hey  sen t  
a p i ece  of s l i c k  propaganda t o  over  10 
mi l l ion  Canadians e n t i t l e d  "The Global 
Trade Challengeff.  Read on - 
The Tories, Challenge in "The Global 
Trade Challenge" Was To Test The 
Limits of Canadians7 Credulity 

The T o r i e s  a r e  s t i l l  t r y i n g  - a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  
evidence t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y - t o  make Canadians be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Canada-US Free Trade Agreement 
has  been good f o r  them. And t h a t  t h e  NAFTA w i l l  
be even b e t t e r .  The c e n t r e p i e c e  t o  t h e i r  exerc-  
i s e  i n  misinformation is  "The Global Trade Chal- 
lenge". I t ' s  f u l l  of  s t a t i s t i c a l  d i s t o r t i o n s  & 
o u t r i g h t  l i e s .  Here a r e  some o f  t h e  worst :  

Tory Claim No. 1 - This  r e c e s s i o n  would've been 
even worse without  t h e  FTA. Our p r o d u c t i v i t y  is  
up. Manufacturing jobs  a r e  coming back. Economic 
recovery  i s  " j u s t  around t h e  corner . "  
FACT - 
The PTA, combined with t h e  T o r i e s '  h a r s h  monet- 
a r y  p o l i c y ,  h a s  des t royed  hundreds o f  thousands 
o f  jobs oveT t h e  p a s t  4 y e a r s ,  most o f  them i n  
t h e  manufacturing, c o n s t r u c t i o n  & r e s o u r c e  a r e a s .  
A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  newly c r e a t e d  j o b s  over  t h a t  
per iod  have been minimum-wage, p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  
p o s i t i o n s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  p a r t - t i m e r s  
t o  17% o f  t h e  work-force. The n e t  l o s s  o f  jobs  
s i n c e  t h e  f r e e  t r a d e  d e a l  t o t a l s  222,000. The 
o f f i c i a l  n a t i o n a l  unemployment r a t e  o f  11.6% ( i n  
Sep t . ' 92)  would be  up t o  15% i f  t h e  344,000 d i s -  
couraged j o b l e s s  people who have s topped looking 
f o r  work were included i n  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n .  

Onta r io  a lone ,  according t o  S t a t i s t i c s  Canada, 
has  l o s t  an average o f  500 f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  & one 
manufacturing p l a n t  every d a y f o r t h e p a s t 3 y e a r s  

Canada's economic t a i l s p i n  s t a r t e d  wel l  b e f o r e  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a r t  o f  t h e  r e c e s s i o n  i n  1990. The 
OECD says  our  economy is now o p e r a t i n g  a t  9.2% 
below i t s  produc t ive  c a p a c i t y ,  compared t o  t h e  
US f i g u r e  of 3.6% below i ts  p o t e n t i a l  & J a p a n ' s  
0.4%. Canada i n  f a c t  i s  f a r t h e r  below its prod- 
u c t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  than t h e  economy of  any o t h e r  
major i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  country.  Our unemployment 
r a t e  i s  t h e  3rd  h i g h e s t  among t h e  24 such count-  
r i e s  & our  manufacturing job l o s s  i s  4 t imes  
h igher  than  t h e  l o s s  o f  s i m i l a r  jobs  i n  t h e  US. 

The t a b l o i d  b o a s t s  t h a t  manufacturing produc t i -  
v i t y  (output  peT employed worker) r o s e  i n  1991, 
c a l l i n g  it "an unprecedented occur rence  i n  a r e -  
cess ion ."  But t h i s  happened because s o  many 
workers l o s t  t h e i r  jobs  i n  1991 t h a t  t h e  ou tpu t  
o f  t h e  remaining workers went up1 A more hones t  
assessment of  t h e  '91 p r o d u c t i v i t y  g a i n s  came 



from t h e  Canadian Manufacturers A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
1992 r e p o r t .  I t  s t a t e s  b l u n t l y  t h a t  "produc t iv i -  
ty g a i n s  by work f o r c e  reduc t ions  is not  a  form- 
u l a  f o r  enhancing i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s . , ~ f  
it were, companies could c la im i n f i n i t e  product-  
i v i t y  g a i n s  t h e  moment t h e i r  l a s t  worker walks 
out t h e  door .  The problem i s  t h e y  would no long- 
er be i n  business!"  

Tory Claim NO. 2 - Canada is winning i n  t r a d e  
with t h e  United S t a t e s .  

FACT 
m n  t h e  Tory t a b l o i d  says  t h a t  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  
US were up $5 b i l l i o n  between '88 6 '91,  it f a i l s  
t o  add t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  s m a l l e s t  growth i n  ex- 
p o r t s  t o  t h e  US i n  any 3-year per iod  s i n c e  t h e  
'60'9. I t  a l s o  omi t s  ano ther  c r u c i a l  f i g u r e  - 
t h e  $4.94 b i l l i o n  i n c r e a s e  i n  our  imports  from 
t h e  US over  t h e  same per iod .  So, when t h e  T o r i e s  
c la im t h a t  each $1  b i l l i o n  i n  e x p o r t s  c r e a t e s  
15,000 jobs,  t h e y  f o r g e t  t o  t e l l  u s  t h a t  e a c h '  
$1  b & l l i o n  i n  imports  wipes ou t  j u s t  a s  many 
jobs. So t h e  i m p o r t s E e x p o r t s ,  i n  terms o f  jobs,  
p r e t t y  wel l  c a n c e l l e d  each o t h e r  o u t .  

The T o r i e s  were a l s o  c a r e f u l  t o  c o n f i n e  t h e i r  
expor t  f i g u r e s  t o  goods. They d i d n ' t  mention t h e  
growing t r a d e  i n  s e r v i c e s E i t 5  easy  t o  s e e  why. 
S e r v i c e s  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  US dur ing  1988-91 ac tua-  
l l y  dropped by $1.5 b i l l i o n ,  whi le  s e r v i c e s  i m -  
p o r t s  from t h e  US soared by $4.4 b i l l i o n !  

So, i f  we look a t  t h e  e n t i r e  t r a d e  record ,  we 
s e e  t h a t  Canada's expor t s  of goods & s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  US i n  1988-91 grew by 2.8%, bu t  o u r  imports  
from t h e  US grew by 7.5%, two-6-one-half t i m e s  
a s  f a s t .  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  T o r i e s f  v e r s i o n  o f  a  
t r a d e  v i c t o r y ,  i t ' s  hard t o  imagine what t h e y  
would c a l l  a  d e f e a t .  
I t  is  c l e a r  from t h e  * t rade  f i g u r e s  t h a t  

our  t r a d e  wi th  t h e  US has  i n  f a c t  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  
i n f l i c t i n g  4 n e t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  jobs.  How many 
jobs is a m a t t e r  o f  d i s p u t e ,  but ,  even i f  we ap- 
p l i e d  t h e  T o r i e s '  own e s t i m a t e s  o f  how much exp- 
o r t  i s  needed t o  maintain a  c e r t a i n  number o f  
jobs,  we a r r i v e  a t  a  t o t a l  o f  340,000 jobs  l e s s  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  3 y e a r s  under f r e e  t r a d e  than  i n  
t h e  3 y e a r s  immediately preceeding t h e  FTA. 

The undeniable  f a c t  is t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
s t a t i s t i c a l  fa l sehoods  i n  t h e  Tory t a b l o i d ,  Can- 
ada ' s  t r a d e  performance with t h e  US h a s  s e r i o u s -  
l y  worsened under  t h e  FTA & t h i s  i n  t u r n h a s m a d e  
t h e  r e c e s s i o n  much h a r s h e r  i n  Canada t h a n  i t ' s  
been i n  t h e  US 6 elsewhere. The t a b l o i d  c la ims  
Canada is doing q u i t e  w e l l  compared wi th  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  world, but  i n  f a c t  our  r e c e s s i o n  is  
t h e  3rd  most s e v e r e  among t h e  24 major c o u n t r i e s  

Tory Claim No. 3 - Canada is ga in ing  a  b igger  
s h a r e  of t h e  American market.  

FACT - 
The Tory t a b l o i d  a s s e r t s  t h a t  " s ince  t h e  FTA 

no country h a s  been a b l e  t o  t a k e  a  l a r g e r  s h a r e  
of t h e  US market f o r  manufactured goods than  

Canada." The r e a l i t y  is t h a t  Japan h a s  had t h e  
l a r g e s t  s h a r e  both before  & a f t e r  t h e  ETA. And, 
according t o  t h e  US Commerce Dept., dur ing  '88- 
'91,  manufactured imports from A u s t r a l i a ,  Mexi- 
co & South Afr ica  a l s o  grew f a s t e r  than imports 
from Canada - even though none of them has  a  
f r e e  t r a d e  d e a l  wi th  t h e  U.S.! 

Tory Claim No. 4 - Investment has  increased  un- 
d e r  t h e  FTA&will  increaseevenmoreunderNAETA. 
FACT - 
The i n c r e a s e  i n  investment h a s  been by Canadi- 

an companies i n  t h e  US, no t  v i c e  versa .  Canadi- 
an f i r m s  have been i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e  US a t  t w i c e  
t h e  r a t e  t h a t  US f i rms  have been i n v e s t i n g  i n  
Canada under f r e e  t r a d e .  Canadian investment i n  
t h e  US dur ing  1989-91 was $8.6 b i l l i o n ,  whi le  
US investment i n  Canada was $4.9 b i l l i o n .  

Some 700 Canadian bus inesses  have s e t  up shop 
i n  Buffalo a lone  s i n c e  t h e  FTA came i n t o  e f f e c t  
accord ing  t o  t h e  Wall S t r e e t  Journal .  Evidence 
shows t h a t  US d i r e c t  investment is s h i f t i n g  
away from Canada t o  Mexico ($4.7 b i l l i o n  i n  '91) . 
There a r e  a l s o s i g n s  of s o a r i n g  US d i s i n v e s t -  

ment i n  Canada, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  our  manufactur- 
ing  s e c t o r ,  where American branch p l a n t s  have 
been dismantled & moved out of Canada en masse. 
Nearly h a l f  t h e  397 most recen t  p l a n t  c l o s u r e s  
i n  Ontar io ,  f o r  example, were foreign-owned. 

Tory Claim No. 5 - Canada is winning under t h e  
ETA'S d i s p u t e  s e t t l e m e n t  mechanism. 

FACT 
I n  1987 Brian Mulroney s a i d  t h a t  "our b igges t  

p r i o r i t y  is  t o  have an agreement t h a t  ends t h e  
t h r e a t  t o  Canadian i n d u s t r y  from US pro tec t ion-  
ists who h a r a s s  & r e s t r i c t  e x p o r t s  through t h e  
misuse of t r a d e  laws.' ' Th is  o b j e c t i v e  was not 
achieved.  Far from i t .  The harassments  of Cana- 
d i a n  products  have gone up, not  down. 

The FTA d i s p u t e s  procedure i s  be ing  used ( o r  
misused) by American producers  t o  impede & t i e  
up Canadian e x p o r t s  f o r  a s  long a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  
s u b j e c t  our e x p o r t e r s  t o  e x p e n s i v e l e g a l b a t t l e s  
& discourage t h e i r  US customers, & t o  c r e a t e  
t h e  kind of u n c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  would i n f l u e n c e  
i n v e s t o r s  a g a i n s t  l o c a t i n g  t h e i r  product ion i n  
Canada. Dozens of  our  major export  i n d u s t r i e s  - 
s t e e l ,  pork, beer ,  softwood lumber, e t c .  - have 
been v ic t imized  i n  t h i s  way under t h e  FTA, and 
t h e r e ' s  no prospect  t h a t  t h e  harassment w i l l  
l e s s e n  under NAFTA. 
Who wins o r  l o s e s  t h e s e  d i s p u t e s ,  by t h e  way, 

is often l e s s  important  than  t h e  damage done by 
t h e  harassment i t s e l f .  

We d i d  much b e t t e r  i n  t r a d e  d i s p u t e s  under t h e  
General Agreement on T a r i f f s  & Trade,  which 
judged them accord ing  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  
laws. Under t h e  FTA system, d i s p u t e s  a r e  judged 
s o l e l y  by American laws,  & FTA pane ls  can only 
r u l e  on t h e  l i m i t e d  ques t ion  of whether ~ a n a d i -  
an imports  cbntravene those  US laws. And, t o  



make i t  worse ,  t h e  US is  f r e e  t o  change i t s  
t r a d e  laws u n i l a t e r a l l y w i t h o u t  Canada 's  okay. 
Yet t h e  T o r i e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  c la im,  w i t h  a  

s t r a i g h t  f a c e ,  t h a t  Canada is b e n e f i t t i n g  from 
t h e  ETA'S d i s p u t e  s e t t l i n g  procedure.  

Tory Claim No. 6  - We d o n ' t  have t o  worr- about  
low-wage compet i t ion  from Mexico. Canada's ex- 
p o r t s  t o  Mexico a r e  growing & o u r  f u t u r e  t r a d i n g  
o u t l o o k  w i t h  Mexico is  b r i g h t .  
FACT - 

The Tory t a b l o i d  g r o s s l y  o v e r s t a t e s  t h e  s i z e  & 
growth p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  Mexican e c o n o m y , a s w e l l  
a s  t h e  Canada-Mexico t r a d e  s i t u a t i o n .  Mexico is 
n o t  a  booming e c o n o m y , & i t  does  n o t  have 85 
m i l l i o n  consumers eager  ( o r  a b l e )  t o  snap up 
Canadian goods. Only about  10% of  them, i n  f a c t ,  
have incomes l a r g e  enough t o  buy a n y t h i n g  more 
t h a n  t h e  b a r e  e s s e n t i a l s  of  l i f e .  

~ e x i c o ' s  economy is  r e e l i n g  from t h e  c o l l a p s e  
of o i l  p r i c e s .  I t  h a s  huge d e b t s  t o  pay o f f  t o  
wes te rn  banks & v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l s  of unemployment 
Real wages f e l l  by an i n c r e d i b l e  60% i n  t h e  8 0 ' s .  
The t a b l o i d  c i t e s  o u r  $3 b i l l i o n  t r a d e  w i t h  

Mexico i n  1991, bu t  c a r e f u l l y  omits  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  $2.6 b i l l i o n  of t h a t  took  t h e  form of imp- 
o r t s  from Mexico. Canada's e x p o r t s  t o  Mexico 
were a c t u a l l y  down 31.4% in 1991 from 1990. 

The h a r d  r e a l i t y  is t h a t  Mexico is  a  growing 
r i v a l  t o  Canada a s  an e x p o r t e r  t o  t h e  US. A t  
$75 b i l l i o n ,  Mexico is  a l r e a d y  t h e  Americans' 
3 rd  l a r g e s t  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r  behind Canada and 
Japan. Expor t s  from Canada&Mexico t o  t h e  US 
a r e  r a p i d l y  becoming more c o m p e t i t i v e ,  because  
over  one- th i rd  of Mexico's e x p o r t s  a r e  now i n  
t h e  same produc t  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  Canada's.  

NAFTA, i f  i t  becomes law, w i l l  g r e a t l y  enhance 
Mexico's a t t r a c t i o n s  t o  c o r p o r a t e  i n v e s t o r s :  
cheap & abundant l a b o u r ,  l a x  environmental  
enforcement ,  r e p r e s s i o n  of  unions & prox imi ty  
t o  US & Canadian markets .  NAlTA's t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
Canadian economy should b e  obvious.  

Tory Claim No. 7 - Tory s p e n d i n g o n w o r k e r t r a i n -  
i n g  & adjustment  i s  l a r g e  & growing. 
FACT - 
S i n c e  t h e  T o r i e s  came t o  power i n  1984, t h e y  

have chopped funding f o r  t h i s  purpose from gen- 
e r a l  t a x  revenue by $1 b i l l i o n  a  year.They a l s o  
took  8% f o r  t r a i n i n g  o u t  of  t h e  Unemployment 
Insurance  fund ($1.8 b i l l i o n )  & t h e n  c u t  back 
on U I  e l i g i b i l i t y  & b e n e f i t s .  I n  1988, b e f o r e  
t h e  T o r i e s '  U I  changes ,  70% of t h e  unemployed 
were a b l e  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  b e n e f i t s .  Now on ly  58% 
of  o u r  unemployed workers can q u a l i f y .  

These U I  changes were designed t o  b r i n g  o u r  U I  
sys tem c l o s e r  t o  t h e  system @ t h e  US, where 
o n l y  38% of  t h e  j o b l e s s  q u a l i f y  f o r  U I ,  & t h e y  
g e t  on ly  113 of t h e i r  former e a r n i n g s ,  i n s t e a d  
o f  t h e  60% t h a t  s t i l l  p r e v a i l s  i n  Canada.(This 
new b i l l  i n  Ottawa w i l l  lower  i t  t o  50%.) The 
American U I  sys tem is  s o  bad t h a t ,  i f  Canada 

were t o  adopt  i t ,  on ly  113 of t h e  1 .6  m i l l i o n  
Canadians now o u t  of  work would q u a l i f y .  
The Tory t a b l o i d  s a y s  t h e  g o v ' t  w i l l  spend 

$3.55 b i l l i o n  i n  '92 i n  t r a i n i n g  & ad jus tment  
f o r  630,000 workers .  Even i f  t h i s  amount is  ac- 
t u a l l y  s p e n t ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  even b e g i n  t o  compen- 
s a t e  f o r  t h e  T o r i e s '  massive underspending f o r  
t h i s  purpose s i n c e  t h e y  came t o  power. 

Tory Claim No. 8 . -  Because of  o u r  small domest- 
i c  market ,  t r a d e  is  t h e  on ly  way t o  maintaim 
o u r  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of  l i v i n g .  
FACT 

Our home market is a c t u a l l y  t h e  8 t h  l a r g e s t  i n  
t h e  wor ld ,  & we ach ieved  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  prosp- 
e r i t y  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  Canada-US F r e e  Trade  Ag- 
reement .was n e g o t i a t e d .  Of c o u r s e  we ga ined  i m -  
mensely by t r a d i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n c l u -  
d i n g  t h e  US. But i t  d o e s n ' t  l o g i c a l l y  f o l l o w  
t h a t ,  because  w e  a r e  a  t r a d i n g  n a t i o n  & need t o  
t r a d e ,  we t h e r e f o r e  need t h e  ~ o r i e s '  f r e e  t r a d e  
agreements .  I n  f a c t ,  o v e r  t h e  hundred y e a r s  i n  
which we c r e a t e d  one of  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  
of  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  we r e j e c t e d  t h e  o p t i o n  
of f r e e  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  US at l e a s t  3 t imes .  We 
opened up o u r  g l o b a l  markets  on o u r  own, o r  
th rough  t h e  GATT. 

The T o r i e s '  f r e e  t r a d e  d e a l  d i d  g i v e  u s  mar- 
g i n a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  US market by 
e l i m i n a t i n g  t a r i f f s  (many qf which e v e n t u a l l y  
would have come down under  t h e  GATT anyway), 
bu t  a t  a  horrendous c o s t  i n  t e rms  of  l o s t  
j o b s ,  l o s t  p r o d u c t i v C ' c a p a c i t y ,  l o s t  i n v e s t -  
ment,  and,  f o r  many hundreds  of  thousands  of  
Canadians ,  even l o s t  homes, f a r m s & b u s i n e s s e s  

The Tory t a b l o i d ,  i n  s h o r t ,  i s  merely t h e  
l a t e s t  a t t empt  t o  pe r suade  Canadians  t h a t  o u r  
o n l y  t r a d e  o p t i o n  is f f  r e e  t r a d e .  What t h e y  
a r e  r e a l l y  do ing  w i t h  t h e  FTA, & a r e  p lann ing  
t o  do w i t h  NAFTA, t o  q u o t e  a u t h o r  John R a l s t -  
on S a u l ,  is t o  "decons t ruc t  a  f u l l  c e n t u r y  o f  
p a t i e n t  democrat ic  work...and r e t u r n  (Canada) 
t o  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  o r  r a t h e r  d i s o r d e r ,  of  
t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y r "  
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with the U.S. and Mexico 
o f f i c i a l  Canadian unemployment r a t e  ( ~ u l y  '92) : 11 
pe rcen tage  of Canadians who cannot f i n d  work, have given 
up looking ,  o r  want fu l l - t ime  j o b s  bu t  can f i n d  only  
par t - t ime jobs :  25 % 

Among US-owned companies o p e r a t i n g  i n  Mexico's f r e e - t r a d 2 4  
zones,  $ercentage  t h a t  v i o l a t e  Mexico's environmental  oODOO 

/, _- 
laws: 65 % 3.9 ---= O- - 
Maximum s i z e  of f o r e i g n  investment t h a t  could escape 
Canadian gov ' t  s c r u t i n y  b e f o r e  t h e  FTA: $5 m i l l i o n .  
Maximum s i z e  i n  1989 under t h e  FTA: $25 m i l l i o n .  
I n  1992 under t h e  mA: $150 m i l l i o n .  
Amount of f o r i e n g  investment going t o  take-overs  of 
Canadian companies i n  1990-91: 97 % 

Percentage  of Canadian manufac turers  t h a t  s e e  f r e e  t r a d e  
w i t h  Mexico a s  "an opportuni ty":  36 % 
A s  "a t h r ea t " :  44 % 
Percentage  of bus ines se s  t h a t  b e l i e v e  
i t  w i l l  cause p l a n t  cnosures:  73 % 

For every 100 c a r s  s o l d  i n  Canada under t h e  Auto P a c t ,  number of  c a r s  t h a t  
must b e  b u i l t  he re :  75 
For every 100 c a r s  s o l d  i n  Canada under t h e  FTA & NAFTA, number of t h a t  
must b e  b u i l t  h e r e :  0 
Amount of ou r  t r a d e  w i th  t h e  US accounted f o r  by v e h i c l e s  & p a r t s :  24.6 % 
General  Motors most e f f i c i e n t  engine  p l a n t ,  accord ing  t o  G.M.: S t .  Cather ines  
P l a n t  GM c lo sed  t o  c e n t r a l i z e  product ion  south  of t h e  border :  S t .  Cather ines  
Number of  l a y o f f s  r e s u l t i n g :  2,000 

Number of Canadians employed i n  t h e  a p p a r e l  i ndus t ry :  109,000 
Jumber of  f i rms  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y :  2,300 
Percentage  of t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  Canadian-owned: 98 % 
statemen; by t h e  Canadian Apparel Manufacturers  I n s t i t u t e  on t h e  e f f e c t  of 
f r e e  t r a d e  w i th  Mexico: "Some e s t i m a t e s  p l a c e  Canadian l o s s e s  i n  some ca t e -  
g o r i e s  a s  h igh  as 50% of  domestic shipments' '  (and) "Canadian c l o t h i n g  manuf- 
a c t u r e r s  "could b e  e r a sed  overn ight  by a s i n g l e  s t r o k e  of t h e  pen wi th  NAFTA." 

Statement  by Br ian  Mulroney i n  October 1991: 
"Canada w i l l  n o t  s u b s i d i z e  r e p r e s s i o n  & t h e  s t i f l i n g  of democracy." 
T o r t u r e  methods used by Mexican o f f i c i a l s ,  according t o  Amnesty In te rna t iona l :  
- b e a t i n g s ,  e l e c t r i c  shocks ,  n e a r  a sphyx ia t i on  i n  f o u l  water  by cover ing  t h e  
head of  t h e  v i c t i m  wi th  a p l a s t i c  bag  con ta in ing  ammonia o r  o t h e r  i r r i t a n t s ,  
f o r c i n g  carbonated  wa te r  w i th  c h i l i  pepper i n t o  t h e  nose ,  psychologica l  means 
**Number of  Mexican community l e a d e r s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s  & members of t h e  opposi- 
t i o n  p a r t i e s  a s s a s s i n a t e d  s i n c e  1988: Over 140. 

Length of t ime i t  t a k e s  t h e  average  Mexican worker t o  ea rn  t h e  wage pa id  t o  
t h e  average  Canadian work& f o r  an hour  of  work: One day. 
Number of  sma l l  Mexican b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  w i l l  f o l d  because of NAFTA, accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Mexico: 900,000 



'DOWNTOWN STD C l i n i c  - Monday th rough  F r i d a y ,  9am - Spm. 
EASTSIDE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC - Mon, Wed, F r i d a y :  S:30-7:30pm. 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; e v e r y  d a y  9am - 5pm. 

ACTIVITIES Needle Exchange Van - on t h e  s t r e e t  Mon-Sat even ings .  
SOCIETY N.A. meets  e v e r y  Monday n i g h t  a t  223 Main S t r e e t .  

Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets  d a i l y  a t  101 W.Cordova, 10-2:.30. 

1992 DONATIONS: Cement Masons-$100 
Keith C.-$20 Paula R.-$20 
Nancy W.-$100 Colleen E.  -$25 
Luba P.-$10 S t u a r t  M. -$I0 
Robert -$I0 CEEDS -$SO 
Rotary Club of Chinatown -$767.15 
Four S i s t e r s  Co-op -$SO0 Joyce M. -$lo 
DERA - $500 The Old S a i l o r  -$40 Tom-$5 
Legal Serv ices  -$950 PLURA -$800 
Hazel M.-$25 Etienne S.-$50 
Cec i l e  C.-$20 Forest  Lawn -$25 B i l l  T.-$20 N E W S L E T T E R  
Yvonne C.-$10 Roberts ALC -$30 Jean F.-$15 
Er i c  E.-$10 Smithers S.S.-$45 Ken-$5 THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICAT~ON OF THE 

FAWs -$55 Mary G.s$25 'Wm.B.-$20 Joy T.$20 CARNEGIE COWNI.TY CENTRE ASSOCIATION. 

Anonymous -$I8 George Y . -$20 Articles represent the views of individual 
contributors and not of the Association. 

John K.-$50 
Pam F.-$20 
The K e t t l e  -$16 

The Downtown Eas t s i d e  Residents ' Association 
can he lp  you with: 

any welfare problem 
information on l e g a l  r i g h t s  
d isputes  with landlords  
unsafe l i v i n g  condi t ions  
income t ax  
U I C  problems 
f ind ing  housing 
opening a bank account 

Come i n t o  the DEW of f  i c e  a t  9 East Hastings S t  
o r  phone us a t  682-0931. 

DERAts General  Membership meeting is on t h e  l a s t  Fr iday  , 
of  every month i n  Carnegie T h e a t r e ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  IO:30am. -- 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE FOR 19 YEARS 



7 
Global Competitiveness i s  Madness w i l l  never have peace and j u s t i c e  a s  long 

The business e l i t e  t a l k s  of competitive- a s  these  g ian t s ,  driven by competitiveness 
ness a s  though it  were t h e  golden r u l e .  - t h a t  is,  driven by the  dynamic of  accum- 
In my view, t h e  corporate czars  who t a l k  u l a t i o n  - s t a l k  the  e a r t h  l i k e  crazed 
of competitive, economic wars i n  the  glob- monsters. 

By SANDY CAMERON 
arena have l o s t  t h e i r  senses. They have 

become mad. 
Sure, we a l l  have a competitive s t r e a k  

tha t  can f i n d  a const ruct ive  o u t l e t  i n  
Sports  o r  small s c a l e  market activity.What 
i s  a t  s t ake ,  though, i s  the  survival  of 
our ea r th .  Her f o r e s t s  a r e  shrinking,  he r  
dese r t s  a r e  expanding, & her  s o i l s j a r e  e r -  
oding - a l l  a t  record r a t e s .  The gap be- 
tween the  r i c h  & t h e  poor is  increas ing,  6 
the important book, "Our Common Future", 
warns t h a t  d i s a s t e r  l i e s  ahead unless  the  
nations of the  world develop a sus ta inab le  
in te rna t iona l  economic sys tem~ofcooperat ion 

Yet t h e  business e l i t e  preachestheideot .  
logyof  competitiveness. This ismadness. 

One th ing  I 've  learned a t  the  Carnegie 
Centre is  t h a t  t o  be human is t o  reach out  

. t o  o t h e r  people with a helping hand, not  
t e a r  t h e i r  t h r o a t s  out .  W&re.human beings 
a f t e r  a l l ,  and from our e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r y  

I we have supported each o t h e r  i n  co-operat- 
ion & community i n  order  t o  survive and t o  
transcend ourse lves .  In our h e a r t s  we know 
t h a t  no person l i v e s  alone,  & t h a t  t h e  in-  
d ividual  only has meaning i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
o thers .  This does not  mean t h a t  c o n f l i c t  
is  absent from t h e  Carnegie Centre, but  it 
does mean t h a t  c o n f l i c t  i s  tempered by 
mutual r e spec t  & t h a t  generous sense of 
give & t ake  which is the  essence of co- 
operat  ion. 

I ron ica l ly ,  t h e  competitiveness preached 
by the  business e l i t e  leads  t o  monopoly o r  
control  by a few. We have seen t h i s  happen 
i n  Canada, where our economy is  dominated 
by 500 powerful corporat ions  con t ro l l ed  by 
a junta  of  1000 business executives.  

On t h e  global  scene, t h e  600 l a r g e s t  
t r ansna t iona l  corporat ions  do 80 t o  90% 
of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  world 's  t rade .  They a l s o  
control  80% of t h e  world's land used f o r  
export-oriented crops,  d isplacing mil l ions  
of farmers from t h e i r  land and mi l l ions  of  
workers from domestic industry.  

Of the  world's l a r g e s t  100 economies, 
47 a r e  now t ransna t iona l  corporations.  We 
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I t ' s  running out of gas. 

What? 4 

The vehic le  is  running out of gas. 

Oh Dad, 
i t ' s  the  medication, 
i t ' s  making th ings  unclear,  
i t ' s  making you see  th ings .  

No, no, 
you're not l i s t e n i n g .  
I sa id  t h e  vehic le  is  running out of  gas. 

Oh. 
Would you l i k e  t o  ge t  some gas f o r  i t ?  

J u s t  l e t  me f i n i s h :  
it1 s O.K. f o r  it t o  run ou t ,  
i t s  brakes never worked anyway; 
my hands a r e  t i r e d  
from hanging on t o  the  wheel. 

I know, Dad. 

The road was never marked very c l e a r l y ,  
I kept missing the  tu rns ,  
now the  vehic le  is  running out of gas. 

I know, Dad. 

I was a f r a i d  f o r  the  people on board; 
so f u l l  of people. 

I t ' s  O.K. Dad, 
just r e s t ,  
ve can walk from here.  

Ph i l ip  Kevin Paul 






