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Welfare close to collapse 9 Sun Leg~stature BALD-y Bureau 

minister say - 

VICTORIA -B.C.'s welfare sys- 
4 

tem is close to .the breaking point 
with record numbers of people 

'requiring income assistance, Social , Services Minister Joan Smallwood 
said Tuesday. 

"In B.C. today the situation must 
be described as grim," Smallwood, 

I said. "There is a danger of a perma- 
! nent underclass being established." 
' ' Smallwood cited government sta- 
tistics that paint a graphic picture of 
a province struggling tolget out of 
an economic  slum^ that has left hun- 
dreds ofthousand; of people close to 
the poverty line. , 

More than 300,000 people - that's 
one in 10 British Columbians - are 
on welfare. That includes 100.000 
children, or one af every eight. ' 

In the past year, 50,000 fnbw peo- 
t ple joined the income assistance 
: rolls and q similar number is 

expected to be added this year. 
, The social~services ministry will 

end up $70 million over budget, 
Smallwood said, attributing the 
, rapidly worsening situation to grow- 

ing unemployment, a global restruc- : turing of the economy and a pro- 

s's I will end ub $70 million in red1 

government," she told a news con- 
ference called to prompt a "public 
dialogue'' on the issue. 

But she rejected suggestions the 
increase may also be at least partly 
attributable toplak rules governing 
the payment of social assistance. 

"We have very purposely ktgce- 
t h e - s e x f $ y  pirlicy chgnge, arid 
I'm confident the'trena was well in 
place before this government waq" 
she said. 

Smallwood said the federal 
government's reduction in transfer 
payments has hurt B.C.3 ability to 
pay for its income assistance pro- 
grams, which this year cost $1.5 

v + I ' .  I 
longed reeesW in m6st"'of ~anada. ~ o i e  of the high Msts' have been 

billion. 
She said a national review of Can- 

I "The system as it exists now is not ~ 

serving Sritish Columbians or the 

ada's 30-year-old system of federal- I 
provincial cost-shared safety nets / 
should be immediately conducted. 
As well, she said a provincial advi- 
sory councilihas been appointed to 
recommend reforms to the system, 

She acknowledged that under her 
stewardship, the number of people 
receiving social assistance has 
increased dramatically. ' 

driven by an influx of people to B.C. 
lookifig for work. Last year, about 
6,000 people who had resided in B.C. 
for less than one year received wel- 
1 Bre here, 

Jean Swatisori, of ~ n d  ~eis lated 
Poverty, said the huge welfare vase 
oad results mostly from federal 
government economic policies, ikee 
.rade, and changes to unemploy- 
nent insurance and funding for 
iocial and health programs. 
"More thqn 5OO,OOO jobs were lost 

o free trade, and those jobs will not 
lome back," Swanson said. 9 think 
vq're seeing the effects of (Prime 
vIinister Brian) Mulroney's discre- 
tited policies." 
Swanson said welfare statistics 

!ffectively put thelie to other statis- 
ics that boast of an improving econ- 
Imy. 
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/ mayb-e l ea rn  a few th ings  about t h e  work- 

&Tq'c,&$ Kitchen  Korner 

Greetings & welcome t o  t h e  t h i r d  e d i t -  
ion of 'Kitchen Korner. ' 

One of t h e  most common questions asked 
of t h e  s t a f f  i s  When w i l l  you be open?" 
o r  "How come you're never open when Tcom; 
here?" In f a c t ,  we a r e  open most of our 
r egu la r ly  scheduled hours. They a re :  9-1, 
1:30-5pm & 5:30-9pm (give o r  t ake  a few 
minutes on occasion). I must add t h a t ,  by 
& la rge ,  our concession i s  open & serving 
our patrons de l i c ious  hot  mocha, java cof- 
f e e  & l a rge  f r e s h  baked blueberry muffins. 

If  we a r e  closed,  it i s  usua l ly  because 
the  volunteer who i s  scheduled f o r  t h a t  
s h i f t  cannot make it in .  Try t o  remember 
t h a t  thesezlhard-working people a r e  not r* 
quired t o  be here., and a s  many a r e  not e x  
a c t  l y  spr ing chickens anymore, (sorry  
George!), these  4 1 /2  hour s h i f t s  can be 
very dra ining.  Please  keep t h a t  i n  mind 
t h e  next time you a r e  p a t i e n t l y  wait ing 
i n  l i n e .  

Something t h a t  we want people t o  be aw- 
a r e  of is  t h a t  we a r e  not a r e s tauran t ,  
but  a t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we 
c r e a t e  g rea t  food i s  secondary t o  the  
function we a r e  meant t o  f u l f i l l .  Some 
people v o l u n t e e ~  t o  acquire  s k i l l s  t o  
help  them f i n d  employment, while many a r e  
here because they love being ab le  t o  h e l p  

About t r a i n i n g :  Marty i s  t h e  Volunteer 
Programmer & coordinates  a sandwibhmaking 
c l a s s  every Monday morning i n  t h e  k i tchen 
On Tuesday she gives  a f u l l  ki tchen orierr  
t a t i o n  from 2pm - 4pm. 

Catriona f i v e s  a ki tchen o r i e n t a t i o n  on 
Monday a t  2pm. 

Nathaniel i s  t h e  Volunteer Programmer 
Assis tant  & on Thursday shows people how 
t o  handle a knife & coordinates a kitchen 
crew. Friday he gives  new cash/concession 
volunteers  t h e i r  o ~ i e n t a t i o n .  

On Friday from 9am t o  12 noon, John con- 
ducts  a soup-making c l a s s  & acquaints 
people with general  k i tchen p r inc ip les .  

Later  t h i s  month Fe l ix  i s  going t o  beg- 
i n  a baking c l a s s  & we expect an enthusi-  
a s t i c  response t o  t h a t  one. 
SQ please ,  i f  you wish t o  h6lp out and 

ings  of a Busy ki tchen,  p lease  contact  
t h e  programmer o r  any of t h e  k i tchen 
s t a f f  & they w i l l  g l ad ly  ge t  you s t a r t e d  
i n  the,,&ght d i r e c t i o n .  

Next time, we'll  t e l l  you about t h e  
Warnegie Food Pol icyt t ,  how our menus a r e  
decided on F what it takes  t o  put  out a 
g r e a t  t h r e e  course meal f o r  $2.50, 

'Ti1  then ... happy eat ing!  

P.S.: This  month's v o l u n t e e ~  dinner f a l l s  
on S t .  Paddyt s Day so  of course we 

qse h a v b g  I r i s h  Stew 6 a l l  t h a t  goes 
with it [except t h e  beer) .  Get your f r e e  
t i c k e t s  from Nat o r  Marty. -- 

1 Dear Friends, 

On behalf of ELP & everyone who p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  our December I t Jus t ice  Not Char i ty  
Rallytt ,  I would l i k e  t o  thank you very 
much f o r  pa r  kind donation of  c h i l i  t o  
feed f i f t y  people. The c h i l i  was exce l l en t  
and served many hungry people who came out  
t o  t h e  r a l l y .  

The r a l l y  was a success, receiving some 
p o s i t i v e  media support a s  well  a s  un i t ing  
people a t  a s t r e s s f u l  time of year.  We a r e  
very glad t o  receive  support from communi-, 
t y  groups such a s  Carnegie & hope t o  cont-  

l inue  t o  work together  f o r  change. 

Yours i n  s o l i d a r i t y ,  
Joanne Keelan, 
on behalf of E . L . P .  



HAVEYOUEVERHAD 
ANY PROBLEM WITH THE 

POLICE? 

IF YOU ARE A NATIVE PERSON 
THEN COME TO A SPECIAL HEARING OF THE OPAL 

COMMISSION TO VOICE YOUR CONCERNS 

WHEN TO MEET: FRIDAY 10 A.M. 
MARCH 19, 1993 

WHERE TO MEET: THE CARNEGIE CENTRE 
401 MAIN STREET 

IN THE THEATRE ON THE MAIN FLOOR 

PEOPLE WISHING TO MAKE SUBMISSIONS 
PLEASE CALL TOM AT: 525 - 4980 

OR VIOLA AT: 660- 4655 



ATTENTION DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE RESIDENTS! 

WE'REHAVING A MEETING HERE: . , ,such a s  changing a l l  t h e  boarded-up 

WHERE : CARNEGIE CENTRE bui ld ings  i n t o  something useful .  We need a 
reasonable shopping s t o r e ,  daycares Emost 

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 of a l l  a f fordable  housing f o r  seniors  E 
TIME: 2:00 p.m. s ing le  parents  F, peopleof  our community. 

Come on t h e  17th 6 bring your ideas.  Hope 
PLACE: NON-SMOKING ROOM, 2nd Floor t o  see  you the re .  

7 

in office for two 
months and bang: 
two skyjackings , 
Center gets 

religious 
fanatics have 

(turned militant. 



This is  an update on Ci ty  Ci rc le .  Some- 
time i n  January a group of people got  to -  
gether  & ta lked about what i s  needed i n  
our neighbourhood. Recommendations were 
sent  t o  the  City.  

Since t h i s  meeting I ' v e  received oodles 
of paper from Ci ty  Plannersh, t h e  most r e -  
cent  being what happens next with motions 
& recommendations made by Ci ty  Ci rc les .  

Dates t o  Remehber: . I / 

MARCH 19-21 and 26-28 
Ci ty  Ci rc le  co-design labs .  Reps of Ci ty  ------ - ------------ '-- - - - --  
Circ les  must book a co-design l a b  now by 
c a l l i n g  Neil Bailey a t  873-7807 o r  sending 
a fax t o  873-7808. 

APRIL  2 
Deadline f o r  ideas  book. C i t y c i r c l e s  & in-  
aiiidGaiS-ii85ifig-56-5Zve ideas  published 
i n  t h e  Ideas Book must submit a 2-page 

. summary t o  the  CityPlan resource cen t re  no 
l a t e r  than 5:30pm on Friday. April 2.  Sub- 
missions received before ~ p i i l *  2 wouldc!be 
appreciated.  C i t y  Ci rc les  a r e  reminded t o  

VANCOWER NATIVE HEALTH SOCIETY - 

This is t o  announce the  opening of i t s  
daytime medical c l i n i c  on Monday, March 1. 

The Cl in ic  w i l l  be open each weekday 
from loam t o  4:30pm & w i l l  accept p a t i e n t s  
on a walk-in b a s i s  (no appointment). 

These medical se rv ices  w i l l  be ava i l ab le  
t o  a l l  persons who do not have BC Medical 
coverage but who need t o  s e e  a doctor.  

For more information call . ,  254&9949. 

The Vancouver Native Health Society w i l l  
be o f fe r ing  an 8-week program - Aboriginal 
Women L i f e s k i l l s  Program (for  s t r e e t  l eve l  
sex t r a d e  workers). In te res ted  individuals  
can apply a t  451 E.Hastings S t . ,  Monday-to 
Friday, 9am t o  4:30pm. 

APRIL 17 -- - 

Themes Day, An opportunity f o r  members of -- ' - -T-r  

City  Circfes  t o  review submissions 6 sugg- 
e s t  appropriate themes f o r  presenting and 
discussing ideas f o r  CityPlan. 

APRIL  30 / MAY 1-2 
Ideas F i a r  a t  Robson Square. Up t o  10,000 ........................... 
people a r e  expected t o  v i S i t  the  Ideas Fair, . . 
CityPlan1s biggest  publ ic  event. The Fai r  
w i l l  f e a t u r e  exh ib i t s  & displays,speakers 
4 authors & !the most subs tan t i a l  express- 
ion of c i t i z e n s 1  v i s ions  f o r  the  fu tu re  of 
Vancouver ever assembled. Here is your op- 
por tuni ty  t o  s e e  many g rea t  ideas & "vote" 
on what you th ink Vancouver's fu tu re  
should be." 

J U N E  5 
Ideas Forum. This forum f o r  members of 
€if?-CiESICs & other  in te res ted  c i t i z e n s  
is t h e  main opportunity t o  iden t i fy  t h e  
pr incipal  i s sues  & choices which need f u r -  
t h e r  consideration i n  CityPlan 



Dedicated t o  A CONFLICT 
Jerry Sent ino .  

Rest less  n igh t s  ahead; dreams of s o f t  words s a i d ,  
He l i s t e n e d  t o  me with h i s  eves. 

dness 

s S 

- .  - - 
_._._. . - A  - - 

Carnegie Reading Room Gets Wired 

Big th ings  w i l l  be happening i n  t h e  Lib- 
r a ry  from now u n t i l  summer... We'll keep 
you up-to-date v i a  t h e  pages of t h e  News- 
l e t t e r .  Here's what i s  planned: 

March 6 April :  - patron name put on comp- 
u t e r  f i l e  

- books barcoded 
May: - begin t o  use  new computer f i l e  

- check out books by computer 
June: - begin t o  use  computer f i l e  f o r  

a l l  books i n  Van. Public Library - i s sue  VPL cards  i n  t h e  Library 

Don't worry, nothi ing w i l l  change f o r  , 

)you when we begin t o  use t h e  new computer 
f i l e !  Jf  you have a Carnegie card now your 
name w i l l  au tomat ica l ly  be placed i n  t h e  
new f i l e .  If you a r e  a new patron,  a l l  you 
need i s  name I'D 6 we w i l l  p lace  you i n  t h e  
f i l e  too. No f i n e s  w i l l  be charged on - .  

overdue books 6 l o s t  o r  damaged items may 
be replaced i n  kind. Books w i l l  be checked 
out G i n  by l a s e r  scanner 6 recorded i n  
your f i l e ,  

For l i b r a ~ y  s t a f f ,  a l l  t h i s  means i s  
t h a t  we can keep more accurate  rdcords 6 
ge t  r i d  of pur v e r y  l a r g e  f i l e  of cards.  

Later  i n  t h e  summer we ' l l  begin t o  use  a 
coqputer f 3 l e  of a l l  t h e  books i n  t h e  YPL 
Central  F, Branch c o l l e c t i o n s ,  4 terminal 
w i l l  be placed i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  f o r  your use  
6 i n s t r u c t i o n s  given on i t s  operation.  You 
w i l l  be ab le  t o  br ing i n  books f o r  your- 
s e l f  from a l l  t h e s e  loca t ions  6 check them 
i n  E out a t  Carnegie. 

We w i l l  a l s o  be giving out VPL cards ,  so 
you can use  your barcode number t o  reserve  
books. For a VPL card you w i l l  need t o  
show 2 pieces  of I D ,  one with your current  
address,  

Gett ing wired means b e t t e r  se rv ice  f o r  
you G complete access  t o  a l l  t h e  books i n  
t h e  Vancouver Public Library system! 



1 'wl) Ucach. 
j Nor the Port of Vancouver says it 
1 u i l l  help pay for a $1.3 million 
1 ~wdestrian ramp - but only if it can 

hke a piece of another waterfront 
!);irk, New Brighton, in the far 
northeas1 corner of the city. 

"They can't buy us ol'f'to hurt 
another neighborhootl." PrevosZ 
said in an interview Thursday. 

Prevost, who is vice-president of; 
the Carnegie Community Centre 
Association, has been chaling ever 
since the port replaced the grade- 
level crossing at Columbia Street 
with a three-storey-high overpass. 

l'hr ofl'er - i'n a confidential 
report to city cour~cil obtained by 
The Vancouver Sun - is the latest 
wrinkle in a controversial plan to 
build a truck route to serve the 
Alberta Wheat Pool. 
The road would eat up 1.3 hect-. 

ares of parkland, but because of 
federal Fisheries restrictions, the 
amount of landfill that  can be 
created to replace it will fall short by 
the equivalent of six city lots. 

The port would also transfer legal 
title to the waterfront Devonian 
Park in the far northwest corner of 
the city to the park board. 

'I'he proposal is being panned by 
residents in the New Brighton area 
and by the park boartl. 

ort of Vancouver park offer 
falls far short, east siders say I 

IIOUtHl SARl l  .- - 
' J , I ~ I C  ouver su11 Marian Olivieri, a director of the 

ilastings Conwiunity Associatio~l, 
'I'llere's no way Margaret Prevost said residents opposed the truck 

u:mls lo profit from somebody else's route in the first place. 
r~~islbrtune. The board has scl~eduled a public 

lJrevosl has been battling for live nleeting on the future of New 
\t'i4rs lo get proper &@ton Park for March 25 at 7 p.nr. E d i t o r  of Vancouver Sun : 
;Irress to her own neighborhood in the Hastings conlrnunity celltre o w k  or1 the Vancouver waterfront. 

I t ' s  no s u r p r i s e  t o  me t h a t  t h e  P o r t  of 
Vancouver & t h e  C i t y  .of Vancouver would 
t a l k  about  o u r  w e l f i r e  w i thou t  n o t i f y i n g  
u s  of  t h e i r  r e cen t  " d e c i s i o n ' .  

The C i t y  h a s  a  new p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  City-  
P lan .  A s  p a r t  of  t h i s  people  a l l  ove r  Van- 
couver  a r e  g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  needs i n  t h e i r  communities. I d e a s  and 

-- -- g o a l s  a r e  t hen  brought  t o  t h e  C i t y  f o r  d i -  
s cus s ion .  "WORK TOGETHER" is t h e  motto & 

Brighton  Pa rk  t o  g e t  i n  t h e  r i n g  & see who 
comes ou t  t h e  winner .  

It 's t h e  o l d  c l i c h e ' :  GO DIRECTLYTOJAIL 
. . .y  ou can g e t  ou t  on ly  i f  you ag ree  t o  
our  d e c i s i o n  (New Br igh ton  P a r k ) ,  p l u s  a  
f e e  of $200. 



MY GRASS CRADLE 

The b r i l l i a n t l y  etched poems and prose 
meditat ions i n  My Grass Cradle char t  a  
woman's quest  '930r the  w h o l e j h t  t ru th . "  
BY tu rns  sear ing 6 celebra tory ,  revealing 
a ch i ld  who s t ruggled w i t h "  ogres F a woman 
who b a t t l e s  them down, t h i s  i s  wri t ing 
about being worthy, about claiming a place 
on t h i s  ear th .  Interwoven through t h e  book 
a r e  powerful, v i s c e r a l  poems with chant- 
l i k e  r e f r a i n s ,  such a s  5 o n g  About", a  
lu l l aby  caught i n  a mother's th roa t .  Jo- 
anne Arnott courageously delves  i n t o  t h e  
g r i e f  & rage of childhood poverty F abuse, 
and overcomes generations of den ia l  t o  r e -  
claim her  mixed Native European ancestry, 
Her journey i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  p rec i se ,  a r -  
r e s t i n g  images, asinEnchantmentG Freedom: 

Bending t o  t h e  t a s k  of seeing,  
loving, embracing who I am 
I f i n d  s t ink lng  bones and a rage 
much l a r g e r  than myself 
an i d i o t  c h i l d  d iv ine  revuls ion 
and immortal rage,  none of which 
I  am ab le  t o  contain 

Joanne Arnott i s  a counse l lo r / ac t iv i s t  
& mother of two. She l ived  i n  t h e  Four 
S i s t e r s  Co-op f o r  3 years  & is  cur ren t ly  
l i v i n g  near Vancouver. 

The book, 'My Grass Cradle, i s  ava i l ab le  
through Press Gang Publ ishers  a t  603 Pow- 
e l l  S t r e e t .  

I t  i s  a p leasure  f o r  me t o  read about 
t h e  unique r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Carnegie 
and the  farmer community Ceeds. This marv- 
e l lous  harm~ny between poor people of the  
c i t y  and poor people of t h e  land gives  me 
a new hope f o r  t h e  fu tu re .  

I  am always more convinced t h a t  our soc- 
i e t y  must undergo a r a d i c a l ,  revolutionary 
change-over, and t h e  poor people w i l l  
s t a r t  t h i s  revolution.  

Rich corporations and wealthy people a r e  
t ry ing  t o  keep the  s t a t u s  quo* a s  long a s  
poss ible .  Their  greedy behaviour is  very 
f a s t  increas ing t h e  numbers of poor. 

The b i g  change is not too f a r  away ... ! 
With my bes t  f r iendship ,  

Etienne Szekely 
Rossland, B.C.  

* Systems, laws, agreements a s  they a r e  
now t o  keep power & control  i n  the  hands 
of r i c h  corporations F t h e  wealthy. 

-/ 



THE WINDOW 

Res t l e s s  n igh t s  ahead, 
Dreams of s o f t  words s a i d ,  
a f f e c t i o n s  smoulder within.  

With peace a t  h i s  s i d e  
i n  he r  he confides 

and 
s i l e n t l y  she l i s t e n s ,  

Tangled l i v e s  l e f t  loose  ends u n t i e d ,  
Why? 

OutsPde h i s  window i t ' s  grey, 
Close t o  h e r  f i ~ e  she prays % 

f o r  4 key ~f l i g h t  
t o  open a door. 

Rays of hope 
w i l l  f i r s t  send 
measures of time 

\ 

t h a t  can1 t end 
a f r i endsh ip  

t h a t  began j u s t  days before. 

R i t a  Woodman 

INVESTING I N  PEOPLE 9 .  
Maintaining Pub1 i c  Services 

In February t h e  NDP gov ' t  i n  Victor ia  
sent  i t s  "Budget 193t1 t o  t h e  people of BC 
The f r o n t  page headl ine  - New budget t o  
p ro tec t  v i t a l  se rv ices  @3nv&stt in.  people. 
; ;~SReact ion '  is not exac t ly  the  r i g h t  
word t o  desc r ibe  t h e  response of those  
people who have a g rea t  commitment t o  the  
provision of pub l i c  se rv ices .  Since t h e  , 

NDP were e lec ted  t h e r e  have been working 
groups of people i n  Health Care, soc ia l -  
Services,  Public Schools, Post Secondary 
Education E Government Services who have 
worked t o  bring t h e  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 
16 years  of t h e  socred d i sease  t o  new 
beginnings ... t o  change the  very nature  of 
how gov ' t  6 c i t i z e n s  work t o  make BC an 
example of progress ive  change. 

I t ' s  been f r u s t r a t i n g .  The NDP seems t o  
'have a mania about d e f i c i t  reduction,  
t r a n s l a t i n g  from t h e  standard right-wing, 
corporate  r h e t o r i c  about reduct ions  & c u t s  
t o  reduce spending - t o  do more with l e s s  

Over 100 represen ta t ives  from public 
s e c t o r  unions,  s o c i a l  agencies &community 
groups a t tended a conference on March 6. 
The goals  of t h e  conference were s t a t e d :  
, * To provide information abou t4  a n a l y i i s  

of t h e  BC g o v t t s  f i s c a l  &budget policy. 
* To develop a l t e r n a t i v e  proposals t h a t  

provide f o r  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  protect -  
ion of pub l i c  services .  

* To give  confidence t o  members of union 
& community groups t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  the  
debates  about economicE s o c i a l  pol icy .  

I 
* To provide mate r i a l s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

, t o  use  f o r  p resen ta t ions  & discussions 
i n  a v a r i e t y  of venues. 

Each s e c t o r ' s  r ep  seem t o  speak, s t a r t -  
ing i n  t h e  morning sess ion,  with bare ly  
control  led  anger, leavened wi:tfi expecP~nce 
from t h e  socred years  of b u l l s h i t .  
JOHN SHIELDS spoke of t h e  l o s s e s  of jobs, 

c u t s  4;priirahi i a t f b n  r e s t r a i r t  1 

'brought i n  t h e  e a r l y  '80 's .  Contracting 
out t o  p r i v a t e  f i rms  was necessary only a s  
gov't began t o  put  p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s  
ahead of pub l i c  d e l i v e r y  of e s s e n t i a l  
se rv ices .  Corporate r h e t o r i c  about publ ic  
spending has  been repeated so o f t en  t h a t  
people a r e  now taking t h i s  crud a s  t r u e .  



but obvious p r i c e  t h a t  
nurses have been paying f o r  c u t s  i n  the  
provision of hea l th  se rv ices  - increased 
work f o r  l e s s  s t a f f  a t  t h e  same wages, 
a s  women & low paid workers subsidise  a 
heal thcare  system t h a t  i s  top  heavy. 
RAY WORLEY gave s t a r k  numbers t o  show how 

our ch i ld ren  a r e  being s h o ~ t -  
changed by ~ e d u c t i o n s  &/'or s tagnatfon In  
educational  opt ions ,  Each year teachers  
get Jarger  classes wh$le funding .Is claw- 
ed bqck w3th s t a f f  reduct$ons, 

, J A N I C E  BEST spoke of u n t v e r s i t y ~ c o l l e g e  
access  b e h g  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

those  with t h e  a b i l $ t y  t o  pay, not t o  
those  wjth a b i l i t y ,  More F,more &hebonus 
is  on indivfduals  t o  pay f o r  hEgher e d u c ~  
a t ion ,  r a t h e r  than s o c i e t y  a s  a whole. 
BERNICE K I R K  r e f e r r e d  again t o  g o v l t  be- 

ing subsidlsed by poorly 
paid workers providing e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  
Through a mania of d e f i c i t  reduct ion the  
gov l t  is c u t t i n g  s e r v k e s ,  even though 
"what we d e s i r e  f o r  ourse lves  we wish f o r  
a l l "  is  t h e  underlying thread of a l l  peo- 
p l e ' s  hoped-for spending of t ax  d o l l a r s .  
KATHY CONROY paradied t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  New 

World Order with a simple 4 1  

f a c t  - being p a r t  of anything new means a 
commitment t o  being able .  There i s  ser ious  
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  numbers of people i n  
need of bas ic  s k i l l s  & English a s  a second 
language & the  t r a i n i n g  & c l a s s e s  t o  acqu- 
i r e  them. Wai t l i s t s  a r e  s o  long t h a t  many 
schools have abandoned them. 
GORDON SHRIMPTON pointed t o  t h e  p a r a l l e l  

of increased enrollment 
(6  increasing of r e f u s a l s  due t o  overcrowd- 
ing) & funding c u t s  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  heightened, leaving people 
out t h a t  should be i n .  

J E A N  SWANSON spoke of she harsh r e a l i t i e s  
of poverty: higher in fan t  

mor ta l i ty  f o r  poor i n f a n t s ,  people dying 
sooner i n  poverty & t h e  enormous s o c i a l  
c o s t s  inherent  i n  t h i s  systemic deprivalim 
She gave some of t h e  'good1 th ings  t h a t  
t h e  NDP has done t o  r i g h t  years of socred 
neglect ,  but t h e  'bad' r e f l e c t e d  what t h e  
o the r  speakers r e fe r red  t o  again E again - 
promises t h a t  were f a r  beyond rea l i sed  
change. The "free" t r a d e  agreement & NAFTA 
lock u s  i n t o  seeing publ ic  se rv ices  a s  
commodities r a t h e r  than r i g h t s .  
CARNELA ALLEVATO presented t h e  r e a l i t y  of 

what being working poor 
means - being a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  h ie ra r -  
chy i n  terms of pay, r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  & 
burdens. Women, making up over 85% of t h e  
cleaning Emaintenance s t a f f  i n  publ ic  inst- 
i t u t i o n s ,  a r e  t h e  most vulnerable t o  any: 
s h i f t s  i n  funding p r i o r i t i e s .  
COLLEEN FULLER shared many examples of how 

p r i v a t i s a t i o n  is  a determi- 
ning f a c t o r  i n  pol jcy .  The announced c los-  
u r e  of Shaughnessy Hospital is  a case  i n  
point :  l a rge  mul t inat ionals  a r e  lobbying 
f o r  con t rac t s  t o  pnovide heal th  se rv ices  
t h a t  a r e  done l e s s  expensively now. This 
pu t s  t a x  money i n t o  p r i v a t e  hands while 
publ ic  se rv ices  s u f f e r .  The FTA i s  quickly 
transforming t h e  Canadian heal th  system in 
t o  t h e  American 'pay-as-you-go' vers ion 
where most people c a n ' t  ge t  any heal th  s e r  
v ices  (47 mil l ion  with no insurance).  

MARJORIE COHEN, a  professor  of Women's 
Studies a t  SFU, spoke at length of how t h e  
language of t h e  corporate agenda has perm- 
eated our th inking,  where d e f i c i t  reduct; 
ion i s  now synonymous with spending cu t s ,  



job l o s s  & increased unemployment. Young 
people & older  workers f ace  t h e  same cons- 
equences - no jobs, no fu tu re .  Consultat- 
ion means dialogue before ,  not  a f t e r  a de- 
c i s ion  is made, ye t  people on t h e  f ron t  
l i n e s  of de l ive ry  of most publ ic  se rv ices ,  
seeing t h e  r e a l i t i e s  6 knowing what r e a l  
changes would be most benef ic ia l ,  a r e  not 
asked t o  be p a r t  of any decision-vaking. 
Marjorie was c l e a r  on c o a l i t i o n s  of unions 
& community groups being t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
fundamental change, e spec ia l ly  change i n  
how money is  spent, ,& s e t t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s .  

GIDEON 'ROSENBLUTH is  a shrewd 01' codger 
who i s  head of t h e  NDPts economic advisory 
people. He made what i s  always I t l e f t  t o  
t h e  expertstv understandable. Seems t h a t  e o  
onomic t h e o r i e s  6 pred ic t ions  a r e  usua l ly  
wrong. He ta lked of governments; when they 
t e l l  us they c a n ' t  spend more, they a r e  
saying one o r  more of t h r e e  th ings  - 

I 1, They Fxe not wi l l ing  t o  rearrange p r i o ~  
i t i e s  within present  spending limits. 

2 ,  They a r e  not wi l l ing  t o  make add i t iona l  
funds ava i l ab le  through taxat ion,  high- 

e r  r o y a l t i e s  on our na tu ra l  resources,  
higher p r o f i t s  a t  l i q u o r  s t o r e s ,  e t c .  
3 .  They a r e  not wi l l ing  t o  make add i t iona l  

funds ava i l ab le  by borrowing. 
He spoke of haw embarrassed Couvi l ier  

was, when he was Minis ter  of Finance, t o  
f ind  t h a t  ins tead of a d e f i c i t  he had a 
surplus.  This put  l i e  t o  t h e  socred ploy 
of "having t o  cu t  backv1 when i n  f a c t  they 
had reduced t axes  on t h e i r  corporatiot6s; : 

Seems t h a t  t h e  NDP have been s t ee red  i n  
one d i r e c t i o n  by lobbying/ threats  by big 
business - d e f i c i t = d i s a s t e r .  Unemployment, 
inequa l i ty ,  des t ruc t ion  of pub l i c  programs 
G s o c i a l  se rv ices  & t h e  environment a r e  
secondary t o  reducing t h e  d e b t / d e f i c i t  no 
mat ter  what. When t h e  g o v l t  says we cann l t  
afford an e s s e n t i a l  se rv ice ,  they see~nsto 
f a i l  t o  t ake  i n t o  account t h a t  t h e  se rv ice  
i s  s t i l l  needed. Gideon drew s t a r k  p a r a l l -  
e l s  between t h e  US & here,  showing t h a t  
t h e  BC gov ' t  is taking some of t h e  same 
l i n e s  a s  the  feds ,  where t h e  only good 
programs a r e  those  t h a t  follow t h e  same 
l i n e  of thinklng t h a t  produces s imi la r  
programs i n i t h e  S t a t e s .  

- .  

11. 
The kind of th inking needed i s  not t o  

be f r ightened by big  business E t h e i r  
'gloom 6 doomv t a c t i c s ;  t o  look a t  the  
cyc les  of business;  t o  no t  make s t r a i g h t -  
l i n e  assumptions t h a t  having a d e f i c i t  i s  
automat ica l ly  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  higher t a x  
o r  cu t s .  He had many suggestions,  but 
made some simple statements:  t a x  the  r i c h  
& those  with t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  pay, educate 
people on what t axes  do; ge t  f i n a n c i a l  
matters,  e s p e c i a l l y  gov' t  G business r h e t -  
o r i c ,  i n t o  p l a i n  language & l e t  motives 
show through, 

N E I L  BROOKS was t h e  keynote speaker. He 
i s  t h e  assoc ia te  Dean of Osgoode Law 
School i n  Toronto."l. The taxes  we have 
now a r e  not so  bad, paying f o r  much of 
what we value.  2.  The r i c h  G corporations 
have t o  pay t h e i r  f a i r  share.  3 .  A l l  of u s  
need t o  be made t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  taxes  a r e  
t h e  foundation of the  se rv ices  we value s o  
highly & want improvements in .  

The mood inherent  i n  a l l  speakers was a 
"wonderingu, a s  i n  "how could they expect 
u s  t o  respond t o  t h i s  b u l l ~ h i t ? ! ~ ~  B i t t e r  
medicine i s  something t h a t  t h e  very r i c h  
& right-wing, e l i t e  capi ta l i sm has been 
force-feeding normal people f o r  a long 
time. When the  people met again t o  c l o s e .  
t h e  conference, r e p o r t s  from var ious  work- 
shops a l s o  had t h e  same themes: 
* Educate t h e  publ ic  i n  p l a i n  language; 
* Demand a r e a l  process f o r  meaningful 

r o l e s  i n  dec i s ion  making; 
* Expose right-wing, business r h e t o r i c  

f o r  what it is, ,expose t h e  mythology; 
* Payments 04 pub l i c  se rv ices  by people 

t h ~ o u g h  t a x e s  4 c ~ ~ p o r a t t ~ n s  pay Rakrly 
* t h e  FTAPNAFW must be scrapped 
* NDP goy t ' s  support must be based on 

trust & involvement, not  promises. 
* Coal i t ions  must become permanent bodies 

t o  c a r r y  on these  s t rugg les  
A l l  i n  a l l  t h e  meeting was p r e t t y  good. 

The t e s t  now i s  how well t h e  NDP MLAs who 
were t h e r e  w i l l  do i n  taking t h e  growing 
anger, resentment & f r u s t r a t i o n  of thous- 
ands of people, people who wo~ked hard t o  
ge t  them elected,  E t ~ a n s l a t i n g  it i n t o  
t r u s t  15 continued support .  

BY PAULR TAYLOR 1 



a s  watching the  news one n i t e  
Nothing unusual i n  t h a t  CUTS $ 9 r f 1 1 . ~ ~ ~  
Getting my d a i l y  in take  of horror  SENIORS 
when suddenly I nat iced t h e  word 
- competition - 3 t i~mes i n  a row. 

CUTS $ '12 Plll.l-roES 
ADVOCACY9 CULTURE 

In t h e   newscaster'^ speech - with 
the  a l t e r n a t i v e  j'competit i v e  edge[! W-3 f '14 r~ ILLION 
SO I paid  c lose  a t t e n t i o n .  FISHERIES, FORESTRY 

Proceeded t o  count up 20 of them 
In t h e  f i r s t  news sec t ion  CBC 
What? i n  10 o r  15 minutes? 

Thoroughly disgusted,  Iknew not why CU T$ $!j32 FIII.I-I~~J 
I tuned out  again--only t o  be SOCIAL HOUSING 

Set  up with a new thought t r a i n :  
This is  one of our main underlying U) Ts $3 131ImImIO~ 
GLOBAL ATTITUDE PROBLEMS--this 
" A l l  Hail t h e  Almighty Competitive Sp i r i t ' '  

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

Cuz it comes with t h e  impl ica t ion 

BY t h e i r  s tandards ,  t h a t  means 
That i f  you "can' t  make t h e  grade" c' k) 

CHILDCARE 

Inherent weakness=fault=blame= 
Failure=not worth helping o r  
Don't deserve it e i t h e r .  , . - 

I mean s t s t i f f  upper l i p ,  o l d  boy 
Survival of t h e  f i t t e s t  and a l l  tha t . "  

No! We need not more competitive edge 
That, leading t o  Greed ever  more 
Got us i n  t h i s  Global mess! 
What t h e  world needs now is  ~ o ~ ~ p e r a t i o n  
Co-operation and love sweet love.  
Human kind t h e  Mental Being 
Love meaning- -extended. 
Families c u l t u r e s  and t r a d i t i o n s  
to lerance ,  understanding and 
Appreciation of  d ive r s i t i e s , -  
Networking, shar ing,  car ing and giving 
I t  means taking the  time 
To Reach out and LISTEN 
And you j h s t  might f i n d  
You ge t  what you need--joy 

It's absolutely mandatory t ha t  we come into 
partnership on this planet. 

It's not going t o  work if we don't. 

To l ea rn  and teach,  g~oW Hnd f e e l  grand! 
Life,  l i b e r t y  and t h e  pursu i t  of happiness 
J u s t  say no--down with competition! 

Upwards, onwards. Yes! Co-operation!! 

Lynne Gemeroy 



P o l i t i c s  i s  a word t h a t  can e i t h e r  make 
you shake your head i n  an "1 don ' t  want t c  
hear it" manner o r  make your e a r s  p r i ck  u~ 

* Mulroney res igns .  The Tor ies  counted 
on t h i s  t o  change t h e  way t h e y ' l l  campaigr 
6 how they can, if  a l l  e l s e  f a i l s ,  point  
t o  Mulroney a s  the  "causet1 o f  a l l  t h e  l i e :  
E broken promises E th ievery  E job l o s s  E 
c u t s  t o  our s o c i a l  s a f e t y  ne t .  

* Mulkoney res igns .  People throughout 
the  country t r y  t o  f e e l  good but it 'only 
l a s t s  f o r  a few minutes. Nothing's changed 

* Mulroney res igns .  The Tory government 
introduced t h e  North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) i n  t h e  House of Commons 
on the  SAME DAY. Coincidence? Hardly. A l l  
media i s  focused on l y i n '  br ian ,  both TV 6 
p r i n t  w i l l  be covering it f o r  days/weeks 6 
the  thousands of  pages of  t h i s  new econom- 
i c  E s o c i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Canada can be 
sl ipped in.  

* Mulroney res igns .  Most media, ce r t a in -  
l y  a l l  na t iona l  media, i s  owned by 2 t r an -  
snat ional  corporations.  Coverage of  NAFTA 
has been fragmentary r e p o r t s . . t h i s  meeting 
happened..that r epor t  was from t h e  Minist- 
e r ' s  Office. . the t a l k s  a r e  continuing. .  ... 

-- - . -- - 
I ioust '  corporation i s  a c l a s s i c  example. 

A l l  of you who have ever worked i n  logging 
may f i n d  t h e  ads about ' tForests  Fo,revertf 
hard t o  swallow without breaking out i n  a 
huge belly-laugh! Ever seen a c l ea rcu t?  
Corporate g i a n t s  l i k e  MacBlo a r e  t a lk ing  
about t r e e  farms forever ,  not  f o r e s t s .  
With mi l l ions  of people dying of s tarva-  
t i o n  every year, another corporate idea is 
t o  make wheat i n t o  gasol ine .  "Structural  
Adjustment Programsu a r e  causing poverty 
the  world over, f a c t ,  ye t  Canada i s  now 
adjus t ing the  s t r u c t u r e  of our way of gov- 
erning, our s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  our pa t t e rns  
of l i f e  E c u l t u r e ,  t o  make way f o r  the  
new world o rde r  t h a t  only a t i n y  number of  
corporate owners E t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  hacks 
have even the  s l i g h t e s t  c lue  about. We're 
supposed t o  s i t  back, watch it happen, 
;et the  r e s u l t  a f t e r  i t ' s  a l l  over. 

Read between t h e  l i n e s .  Keep "po l i t i c s"  
in mind; enlightenment is the  most worthy 
teal but i t ' s  the  hardes t  t o  a t t a i n .  

yet  a r e a l ,  honest look a t  what th i svdea l  
w i l l  do t o  t h e  foundations of our l i v e s  is  
shied away from a s  though the  t r u t h  was a 
plague. 

* Mulroney res igns .  He q u i t ,  walked out ,  
a s  p a r t  of a l a r g e r  plan. He's s e t  f o r  
l i f e ,  but h i s  payback f o r  what he ' s  done the 
w i l l  a l s o  go on f o r  l i f e .  I t ' s  not parano- 
i a  t o  t a l k  about a corporate  agenda. The Tory 

agenda publ ic  face  of  t h e  "environmentally consc- 



Ron Logan 

P.R. Sarkar on 

I uman psychology is universal 
in nature, but human expres- 
sion differs according to cul- 

ure. This cultural diversity reflects the 
leed for any group of people to adapt 
o local conditions. The language of 
he Innuit is rich in terminology for 
iescribing subtle differences in the 
qualities of snow and ice, while the 
ongue of the Bedouin is equally rich 
n its descriptions of the different quali- 
.ies of sand. 

This expression of local culture 
should not be stifled unless it has 
clearly harmful effects. The destruction 
or suppression of culture is highly 
detrimental to the wholesome develop- 
ment of a people. It can be the cause 
of several debilitating mental complex- 
es, including psychic demoralization, 
defeatist mentality and inferiority com- 
plex. These complexes are common 
among the indigenous peoples of the 

CULTURAL 
SUPPRESSION 

Western Hemisphere, people whose 
cultures were decimated by European 
colonization. Alcoholism and suicide 
rates are many times higher for Native 
Americans than for other groups in 
America, and there are reports of 
indigenous Amazon people so despon- 
dent they simply sit down and wait for 
their death. 

Cultural suppression is often linked 
with economic exploitation. When 
people learn to regard themselves P inferior and lose confidence in the 
potentialities, they become easy pre 
for exploiters. Sarkar called this pr 1 
cess "psycho-economic exploitation." 
Mental complexes are first created in 
people's minds, then profit is made on 
their labor, their resources, and their 
consumption of foreign produced and 
unwholesome products. Here again, 
the situation of native ~ e o p l e s  of 
America provides examples. Navaho 

aborers were employed by uranium 
refining plants in the Southwest, where 
:hey were subjected to highly toxic 
work conditions (Most now suffer from 
cancer or leukemia). Oil and mining 
corporations gained drilling and mining 
rights on reservation lands, plundering 
resources with callous disregard for the 
land. And native peoples consume an 
excess of tobacco, alcohol and junk 
foods. 

Psycho-economic exploitation is 
typically conducted in such a subtle 
manner that people are hardly aware 
of their oppressed condition. They wel- 
come in foreign corporations, make 
due with their low wages, much of 
which gets spent on Coca-Cola, Big 
Macs and Hollywood-produced videos. 
This is obviously advantageous to 
those who profit from the toil of oth- 
ers; if people are unaware of their 
exploited condition, there is little 

I women will be up front and 

1 the men a d  children uill 

follow A behind because the men 

haw created so many problems. 

The Hother. the producer of life. 

I will haw to clean up this mess. 
f the men won't do it then the 

uomen must. 

chance they will rebel. Commenting on 
h e  insidious role complexes induced 
by cultural suppression play in human 
exploitation, Sarkar said: "The inferiori- 
ty complex is the most deadly disease 
of the oppressed mass. . . . The 
defeatist attitude and inferiority com- 
plex will first have to be eradicated 
before a healthy socio-economic unit 
can be formed." 

Sarkar not only demanded an end 
to &idral suppression, he also called 
for a strengthening of indigenous cul- 
ture. A strong culture nurtures healthy 
personalities and vitality of spirit-the 
qualities people need to assert their 
rights and confidently create their own 
destiny. Once a group of people pos- 
sesses a vital culture, it can stand with 
equal dignity amongst all other groups, 
and each can then cooperatively direct 
its potentialities towards common 
human goals. * 

Black Hawk 

P R O U T  J O U R N A L  



Dear Friends, 

We a l l  must a c t .  The Progressive Conser- 
vat ives* (Tories)  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  ram NAFTA 
through a s  quickly a s  poss ible .  

The ACN i s  committed t o  bringing togeth- 
e r  progress ive  Canadians 6 t h e i r  organiza- 
t i o n s  i n  common cause f o r  Canadass f u t u r e .  
We bel ieve  i n  f a i r  t r ade ,  not "free" t r a d e  
We know t h a t  your organizat ion shares  our 
v i s ion  of  a democratic E equ i t zb le  f u t u r e  
f o r  our ch i ld ren ,  f o r  Canada & f o r  a l l  
nabidlia.8 -Neither labour nor community 
gvoups can achieve success on t h e i r  own. 

ACN-BC wants you t o  jo in  u s  i n  building 
an even s t ronger ,  more e f f e c t i v e  provinci-  
a l  c o a l i t i o n  with r o o t s  i n  every community 
i n  BC. We a r e  s e t t i n g  up a provincia l  o f f -  
i c e  i n  order  t o  help  u s  i n  our ongoing 
work (speaking, d i s t r i b u t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
planning conferences, b r i e f s  t o  t h e  gov' t  
& s e t t i n g  up c o a l i t i o n s  i n  o the r  p a r t s  of 
the  province) . 

We do not have a due system but we ask 

We a r e  writ ing t o  i n v i t e  your organiza- 
t i o n  t o  jo in  the  Action Canada Network BC. 

The ACH-BC is t h e  provincia l  counterpart  
of the  Action Cqnada Network (formerly t h e  
pro-Canada Netwo~k),  The ACN i s  one of the  
l a r g e s t  & broadest c o a l i t i o n s  of labour 4 
community (women's, environmental, senior ,  
r e l ig ious ,  abor iginal ,  c u l t u r a l  6 other )  
organizations i n  Canada. We represent  over 
10 mil l ion Canadians. 

Original ly  formed t o  f i g h t  the  Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), we have broadened 
our focus t o  b a t t l e  t h e  GST, c u t s  t o  Medi- 
care ,  NAFTA ( the  North American Free Trade 
Agreement) E t h e  attempt t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  
Canada by the  global  corporate  agenda. The 
ACN is  leading t h e  extra-parl iamentary 
f i g h t  t o  prevent NAFTA from destroying t h e  
economies, environment E s o c i a l  f a b r i c  of 
Canada, Mexico E the  United S ta tes .  

NAFTA E the  FTA a r e  designed t o  perman- 
e n t l y  s h i f t  power away from democratically 
e lec ted governments i n  favour of global  

t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  organizat ions  support 
our work t o  t h e  bes t  of t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s .  
We encourage unions t o  con t r ibu te  10 cen t s  
per member. A s  well we a r e  looking f o r  
donat3ons of bas ic  o f f i c e  equipment such 
a s  a computer, modem, fax, Xerox machine E 
f i l i n g  cabinet .  We need your help ,  Donat- 
ions would be g r e a t l y  appreciated.  

I f  you E your organizat ion recognize the  
need t o  Build a t r u l y  na t iona l  voice i n  
you4 conpwnity 6 want t o  be p a r t  of the  
process of working towards a People's Ag- 
enda, we want you t o  j o i n  u s ,  

Please don ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  736-7678 
t o  jo in ,  t o  ask f o r  a speaker, t o  get  in-  
formation about NAFTA o r  t o  make a donat- 
ion, no mat ter  what s i z e ,  t o  t h i s  c r u c i a l  
campaign. Write t o  u s  a t  #211-456 W.Broad- 
way, Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 1R3. a 

! 

MIRIM PALACIOS E ELLEN WOODSWORTH 
Action Canada Network B.C. Co-chairs, 

corporate i n t e r e s t s  . . . . g  lobal  corporations 
a r e  loyal  only t o  t h e i r  bottom l i n e .  Under 
t h e  FTA hundreds of thousands of jobs have 
been l o s t .  Under NAFTA it w i l l  be worbe. 
JOTHE FTA CAN BE ABROGATED, BUT ONCE NAFTA 
IS SIGNED, EVEN IF ABROGATED, NAFTA WILL 
STAY IN EFFECT FOR TEN YEARS. "This is our first recession together" 



END LEGISLATED POVERTY 

Its J fund c ~ L ; i n q  
dlnnec Eoc t h e  nerdy .  
Kopcfully none of thcm 
r l l l  be t h e r e .  
lk. . m m  A*. b.- ..+,.A". 
cl. b- L..- p-+r 4 d .  

RALLY 

AND 

MARCH 

Thursday, April 15, 1993 

5:30 p.m. at steps of Art Gallery 
( facing Georgia St.) 

PROTEST - NO JOBS 
- LOW MlMMUM WAGE - LOW WELFARE RATE - THE INCREASNG NED.FOR CHANIY - UI CUTS - NORTH AMERICAN TREE' TRADE DEN. 
- FEDERAL CUTS TO SOCIAL SERVICES, 

EDUCATION AM> HEALTH 
- HIGH TAXES TO LOW AND MIDDLE 

INCOME PEOPLE - NOT ENOUGH TAXES TO VERY WIX,TIIY 
PEOPLE AND PROFTTARLE CORPORATIONS 

- FEDERAL CUTS TO HOUSING 
- AND O'Il-iI.:I~ MANIITSTATIONS 01: TI IE 

CORPOIWIE AGENDA 

PUT JUSTICE INTO "IIUNGER 
JUSTICE AWARENESS WEEK" 

NOT CI-IARITY for more information call 879-1209 



Private  c h a r i t y  won't  end hunger 

People with money w i l l  be ab le  t o  obs- 
erve Hunger Awareness Week i n  Vancouver 
from April 10 t o  17. Events w i l l  include 
a gourmet Taste of the  Nation benef i t  din- 
ne r  with assor ted  f i n e  wines, including a 
spec ia l  pr ivate- label  Taste of t h e  Nation 
BC wine; an 8-kilometre run with a pancake 
breakfast  cooked by Taste of t h e  Nation 
chefs ;  a gala  fashion show, E cooking 
c l a s s e s  a t  severa l  Lower Mainland schools. 

The purpose i s  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  food 
banks, food runners 6 o t h e r  p r i v a t e  hunger 
r e l i e f  agencies. A s  f o r  poor people, they 
w i l l  observe Hunger Awareness Week by not 
ea t ing adequately - a s  usual .  

This w i l l  be t h e  t h i r d  year t h a t  the  Am- 
e r i can-s ty le  Taste of t h e  Nation extrava- 
ganza comes t o  Vancouver. I t  i s  no longer 
simply a well-meaning attempt t o  solve 
the  problem of hunger i n  Canada. Behind it 
l i e s  a view of our soc ie ty  i n  which our 
nat ional  commitment t o  a decent standard 
of l iv ing  f o r  a l l  our c i t i z e n s  is  weakened 
by the  power r e l a t i o n s  of p r i v a t e  char i ty .  
The Fraser I n s t i t u t e ,  a business lobby 
group, defined those power r e l a t i o n s  by 
saying, I t .  . . s ince  it (p r iva te  char i ty )  i s  
voluntary, it can be cut  o f f  i f  contr ibut-  
o r s  f e e l  it is  doing more harm than good." 
(On Economics Bithe Canadian Bishops, P. 17) 

In o the r  words, p r i v a t e  char i ty  is  a 
means of control  F dominance over low in- 
come people. This view is  undemocratic be- 
cause a decent standard of l iv ing  i s  a 
r i g h t  i n  a democratic country. After  a l l ,  
t h e  provincia l  governments of Canada sign- 
ed the  1976 Internat ional  covenant on Eco- 
nomic, Social  and Cul tura l  Rights. This 
covenant commits our provinces t o  acknow- 
'ledging "the r i g h t  of everyone t o  an ade- 

quate standard of l i v i n g  f o r  himself F h i  
Family, including adequate food, c lo thing 
md housing ." 

The Great Depression of  the  1930's c l e a r  
ly  demonstrated t h a t  p r i v a t e  c h a r i t y  cann-, 
3 t  cope with publ ic  emergencies. In Canada 
today over one mil l ion people r e l y  on food 
banks F approximately 40% of them a r e  chi& 
l ~ e n  under the  age of 18. That i s  def in i te-  
ly  a publ ic  emergency, and it brings g rea t  
shame t o  our nation.  

In  a p ro jec t  t h a t  spoke d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
~ u n g e r  c r i s i s  i n  Canada, a c o a l i t i o n  of 28 
BC organizat ions  ca l l ed  End Legislated Pow 
? r t y  CELP) dxafted, i n  1992, a r epor t  c a l &  
%I "Waste of ,a Nation - poor people speak 
3ut about cha r i ty . "  In t h i s  r epor t  poor 
people allowed t h a t  t h e i r  need f o r  food 
banks was s t ronger  than t h e  humiliat ion 
they f e l t  i n  having t o  accept p r i v a t e  c h a r  
i t y .  They d id  not  a t t a c k  food banks, nor 
i*d they ask people t o  s t o p  donating. , 

What the  people who wrote t h e  repor t  
rsked f o r  was t o  end the  need f o r  food 
banks. They challenged people who weren't 
poor t o  jo in  them i n  r e j e c t i n g  American- 
s t y l e  s o c i a l  programs where food F housing 
Mere provided f o r  t h e  poor a t  the  whim of 
the r i c h .  They challenged a l l  Canadians 
to work f o r  a s o c i e t y  of f u l l  employment 
md decent income where c i t i z e n s  d i d n ' t  
have t o  depend on l e f t -overs  from t h e  
t a b l e s  of t h e  r i c h  i n  order  t o  survive. 

Here a r e  some suggestions t h a t  w i l l h e l p  
Hunger Awareness Week become more authent- 
i c .  Instead of  a gourmet f e a s t  f o r  the  
Taste  of t h e  Nation b e n e f i t  dinner,  serve 
macaroni 4 cheese, & serve water ins tead 
of wine. Have a s  t h e  main speaker a person 
from an ant i -pover ty  group t h a t  works f o r  
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  Have a group of people 
f a s t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  week a s  a ges ture  of 
mourning f o r  our country because it lacks  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t o  c a r e  adequately f o r  
i t s  own c i t i z e n s .  Work with those  who a r e  1 
poor t o  end t h e  need f o r  food banks by re -  
affirming our commitment t o  a Canada of " 
f u l l  employment, with adequate incomes f o r  
those i n  G out of  t h e  paid labour force .  
Ser iously  d i scuss  a l l  t h e  ways we can end 1 
l e g i s l a t e d  poverty i n  our country. h 

1 
By SANDY CAMERON 1 



FILIPINO-CANADIANS ORGANIZING FOR ACTION 

RACISM 
AWARENESS 

FORUM 
Sunday, March 21s6 1993,l:OO - 5:00 pm 

Native Education Centre 
285 East 5th Ave. (@ Main St.), Vancouver 

Speakers: 

Barbara B i n s  (l3d;cational Consultant): Hidory of Racism in Canada 
Cathie Gottfriedson (Native Okanagan Women's League): Native People & Racism 
Sunera Thobani (National Action Committee on the Status of Women): Systemic Racism 
Hassan Yussuf (Canadian Auto Workers Union): Racism Awareness Among Union Workers 
Alan Dutton (Canadian Anti-Racism Education & Research,Society): Oganized RacistIHd 

Group 

Partial List of Endorsers: 

B.C. Organization to Fight Racism * Coalition of Miaority Women in B.C. 
* Canadian Hispanic Congress * National Action Committee on the Status of 
* Canadian Anti-Racism Education Women 
& Research Society * Trade Union Research Bureau 

* Canadian Auto Workers Vancouver Status of Women 
* Committee for Domestic Workers' 

and Caregivers' Rights 

Contact: Cenen: 325-9303 Prima: 684-2537 Bella: 451-9763 



I cons ider  t h e  people r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  
t h e  s ta tement  a s  "of fenders" wi th  "prob- 
lems" a s  people too ,  wi th  l i v e s  of t h e i r  

I ,  t r y i n g  ' t o  s t a y  a l i v e .  I sha re  t h e  
l f c  space of  S t ra thcona  wi th  them. I - - 

shave  two ch i ld ren  & I f e e l  t h a t  one way 
they  can educate themselves is by experi-  
encing t h i s  neighbourhood a s  it is .  A s  a 
parent  I can h e l p  them acqu i r e  t h e  know- 
ledge  they  need so  they  can make t h e i r  

A response t o  "A Proposed ~ t r a t h c o n a l  
Downtown Eastside'Community Impact S t a t e -  
ment" (March 1,  1993 i s sue )  

I ,  t o o ,  am a St ra thcona  r e s i d e n t .  The 
proposed impact s tatement  does not  r e f l -  
e c t  my views. I ,  personal ly ,  do not  i n c l -  
ude myself i n  t h e  " a l l "  r e s i d e n t s  d i s t u r -  

,bed by t h e  " d e t r i t u s  of needles  & condoms, 
t h e  no i se ,  t h e  *increased r a t e s  of  break & 
e n t r y ,  & t h e  i n t r u s i v e  & t h rea t en ing  be- 
haviour of drug d e a l e r s ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  and 
c l i e n t s  . I' 

I don' t  sha re  what I cons ider  assumpt- 
ions  i n  t h e  s ta tement ,  such a s  "It has  b e  
come a neighbourhood under s i e g e  from t h e  
impact of t h e  street t r a d e  i n  drugs and 
p r o s t i t u t i o n  & i ts  d e s t r u c t i v e  e f f e c t  on 
the  q u a l i t y  of l i f e  of its re s iden t s , "  & 
t h a t  " the  idea  of a t tempt ing  t o  keep per- 
sons ,  who a r e  a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  i l l e g a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  p r o s t i t u t i o n  & 
drug t r a f f i c k i n g ,  away from t h e  most sen- 
s i i t ive  & s t r e s s e d  communities makes 
sense." Makes sense  t o  who? Not t o  m e ,  
t h a t ' s  f o r  su re !  And who th inks  t h a t  
"mainstream r e s i d e n t s T &  what does t h a t  
mean?) a r e  a b l e ,  l e t  a lone  unab le  t o  
"support ,  guide o r  have a p o s i t i v e  (what 
i s  t h a t ? )  e f f e c t  on t h e i r  " l e s s  able" 
neighbours? I d e f i n i t e l y  don' t  de f ine  my- 
s e l f  a s  'mainstream', y e t  I c e r t a i n l y  do 
not  s e e  myself l e s s  a b l e  than  anyone I 
know. Actua l ly ,  al though I co-exist  wi th  
t h e  anonymous w r i t e r s  of t h i s  impact 
s ta tement ,  I personal ly  f i n d  t h a t  "they" 

. a r e  more of a problem f o r  m e  than  those  
they a r e  cons ider ing  "of fenders". I guess 
each of our views r e f l e c t  our  l o c a t i o n  
vis-a-vis  " the neighbourhood. I' - -- 

own informed dec i s ions  on how t o  r e l a t e  
t o  s i t u a t i o n s  they  encounter  i n  t h i s  
neighbourhood. I be l i eve  t h a t  my q u a l i t y  
of  l i f e  a s  a S t ra thcona  r e s iden t  i s  vas t -  
l y  improved by an honouring of t h e  unres- 
t r i c t e d  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  neighbourhood, 
without  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o r  r egu la t ion .  Per- 
haps some r e s i d e n t s  may have more "prop- 
e r ty"  t o  p r o t e c t  t han  I. Perhaps some re- 
s i d e n t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  they  need t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e i r  ch i ld ren  from exposure t o  t h e  St ra-  
thcona environment. One op t ion  is f o r  
t h e s e  'some' r e s i d e n t s  t p  move out  of 
t h i s  a r ea .  O r ,  they  could wear b l i n d e r s  
on t h e i r  eyes ,  & pay ind iv idua l s  who a r e  
"able" t o  see t h e  neighbourhood, t o  l ead  ' ' 

them around. 0'r they  could t a k e  t h e  time ' 
t o  have clean-up p a r t i e s  w i th  t h e i r  k i d s  
t o  p i ck  up a l l  t h e  condoms & syr inges .  O r  
they  could open up a room i n  t h e i r  home* 
f o r  "drqg t 'raf f i c k e r s  & p r o s t i t u t e s "  t o  
hang ou t  & do t h e i r  bus iness  o f f  t h e  
s t r e e t .  O r ,  ' t hey '  could g e t  t oge the r  and 
e s t a b l i s h  a "public" S t ra thcona  dtop-in 
c e n t r e  where "drug t r a f f i c k e r s  & pros t  it- 
u te s"  could f e e l  welcome. And, perhaps 
: t heya  could g e t  r i d  of t h e  ma te r i a l  poss- 
e s s ions  I assume they  have a need t o  pro- 
t e c t .  I b e t  t h e i r  homes would not  be bro- 
ken i n t o  a s  o f t e n .  O r  they  could use some 
of t h e i r  money t o  support  some of t h e  

people t r y i n g  t o  make a l i v i n g  o f f  t h e  
s t r e e t s .  (Yes, j u s t  hand it over ,  i n  say 
$50 i n  cash ,  w i th  no s t r i n g s  a t tached. )  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many ways. to 
look a t  t h i s  i s s u e .  I ' m  no t  ask ing  o t h e r  
r e s i d e n t s  t o  s h a r e  my views; I don ' t  be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  I am r i g h t .  But I do be l i eve  
t h a t  i t ' s  misleading t o  w r i t e  a s tatement  
supposedly r e f l e c t i n g  "a; ;" r e s i d e n t s  ' 
views. 

By JULIE SHILANDER 
0. SPITZ 



OUR ALPHABET OF TIME 
What have we done with 

011 our years? 

Aided, aired and acted 
Baked, built, birthed, bandaged, bought 
Carried, canned, created, chosen, comforted, cooked, counted, 
crawled, called, claimed, cancelled, and cried 
Done, drained, decorated, drawn, divided, demonstrated, 
dieted, devoted, designed and dished up 40,000 meals 
Eaten, earned, erected, emptied, erased, endured, 
embroidered, enlightened, entertained, explained and envied 
Found, fixed, feared, favored, flung, flown and flavored 
Given, gathered, gotten, grown 
Held, heard, helped, hovered, harkened and hoped 
Imagined, irritated, integrated and intrigued 
Jested, joked, joined, judged and. juggled 
Kept, kidded, kicked, killed, keened and known 
Loved, laughed, lingered, longed, learned and k t  
Made, married, managed, messed up, merged, mended, 
mentioned, marketed, missed, and meant to do my best 
Nurtured, nursed and needed 
Opened, owned, and ordered 
Played, papered, printed, pushed, piled, planted, paid, plagued, 
pitied and prayed 

Questioned, quarreled, quieted and quested 
Restored, restrained, ruffled, resolved, recycled and renewed 
Saved, seen, sewn, stirred, scalloped, savoured, seasoned and 
been sometimes silly 

Trusted, twisted, thrown, talked, taken, teased, torn, tied, 
typed, treasured, tried, thrust, toted up and taught 
Used, urged, undone, uttered and undertook 
Valued, verified, vented and vended 
Watched, written, worried and woven, worked, weeded, wept 
and worshipped 
X-ed out the false and ugly hoping to excel in beauty and in 
wisdom 
Yeamed, yelled, yawned and set the Yule log blazing 
Zeroed in on life at this zenith of our years 



NATUREP S WITNESS 

Am3d Autumn's a r ray ;  Blushed by Sun s U&t, 
a presence is  f e l t  

from peaceful  i n s i g h t ,  
Dancing nearby l i k e  a kind summer breeze, 

I t  touches our sou l s  
and f r o l i c s  with leaves.  

The S p i r i t  i s  playful ,  inspiaed by love; 
H: seeks out  t h e  ones whose f a i t h  

r e s t s  above. 
Communion with H i m  is  seen through t h e  t r e e s  

t l I s m  over here," He muses, 
' ' I ' m  over the re . .  . hey its s okay, 

don ' t  be a f r a i d ,  
i t ' s  only Me." 

Who w i l l  l i s t e n  t o  H i s  voice? 
I t B  s more than words. 

We make a cijoice. 
S p i r i t u a l l y  wise a r e  we t h a t  behold, 

His  windy d i sgu i se  
made manifold. 

R i t a  Woodman 

American Nightmare 

The federa l  government a t t a c k s  on our 
soc ia l  programs a r e  making our country 
more l i k e  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Big business 
c a l l s  it becoming moree~c imps t i t i Je  I c a l l  
it destroying Canada. 

Most of the  countr ies  of Western Europe 
such a s  Germany, France, Austria,  Belguim, 
the  Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden & Norway 

ment E higher & f a i r e r  taxes  than we have 
And they Rave s t ronger  economies a s  well ,  
proving t h a t  soc ia l  spending F higher  E 
f a i r e r  taxes  dons t hur t  economic growth. 
Canada should be following the  example of 
these  countr ies .  

The Mulroney (Tory) gov ' t ,  however, is  
following the  example of t h e  U.S., a  coun- 
t r y  with t h e  worst s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  record 
of a l l  the  industria1icodnt~ies:Here a r e  
some f i g u r e s  on U.S. i n j u s t i c e .  Most of 
them a r e  taken from a s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  
ca l l ed  "The Fraying Of Our Socia l  Safe ty  
Netu, wr i t t en  by Linda McQuaig & pr in ted  
by t h e  Toronto S t a r .  
1. The US poverty r a t e  of 18.1% i s  about 

3 times t h e  poverty r a t e  of t h e  major 
European countr ies .  

2. In t h e  US, 54.2% of chi ldren i n  s i n g l e  
parent  f a m i l i e s  l i v e  i n  poverty. In 
Canada, 37.1% of chi ldren i n  s i n g l e  
parent  f a m i l i e s  l i v e  i n  poverty. In 
France the  r a t e  i s  13.1% and i n  Sweden 
t h e  r a t e  is  5.2%. In o the r  words, t h e  
poverty r a t e  f o r  chi ldren i n  s i n g l e  
parent  f ami l i e s  i n  t h e  US i s  10 times 
higher than it is i n  Sweden. 

3. The US has t h e  highest  in fan t  morta l i -  
t y  r a t e  of a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  countr ies .  

4. Afro-American men i n  Harlem a r e  l e s s  
l i k e l y  t o  reach the  age of 65 than 
men i n  Bangladesh. 

5. Young US males itre 5 times more l i k e l y  
t o  be murdered than young males i n  
o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  countr ies .  

6. Norway pu t s  approximately 20 out of 
every 100,000 people i n  pr ison.  Canada, 
being a l e s s  e g a l i t a r i a n  country than 
Norway, p u t s  approximately 100 out of 
every 100,000 people i n  prison.  The US, 
being t h e  l e a s t  e g a l i t a r i a n  country 
out  of a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  na t ions ,  puts  
about 260 out of every 100,000 people 
i n  pr ison.  

This American nightmare is  t h e  model to-  
ward which t h e  Mulroney (Tory) g o v s t  is  

i 
s t e e r i n g  us. And it doesn' t  have twhappen " 
The major coun t r i e s  of Europe a r e n ' t  giv- % 
ing up on soc ia l  democracy, & they can be 1 
the  model f o r  u s  t o  follow. 

, have b e t t e r  s o c i a l  programs, more employ- 1 By SANDY CAMERON 



'DWN'I'OIVN STD C l i n i c  - Monday through F r iday ,  9am - 5pin. 
EASTSIDE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC - Mon, Wed, F r iday :  5:30-7:30pm. 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; e v e r y  day 9am - 5p1n. 

ACTIVITIES Needle Exchange Van - on t h e  s t r e e t  Mon-Sat evenings .  
SOCIETY N . A .  meets  eve ry  Monday n i g h t  a t  223  Main S t r e e t .  

Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets  d a i l y  at 59 Powell,  10-2z.30. 

1992 DONATIONS: Cement Masons-$100 
Keith C.-$20 Paula R.-$20 
Nancy W.-$100 Colleen E.-$25 
Luba p.-$10 S t u a r t  M.-$50 
Robert -$lo CEEDS -$SO 
Rotary Club of Chinatown -$767.15 
Four S i s t e r s  Co-op -$SO0 Joyce M.-$10 
DERA - $500 The Old S a i l o r  -$40 Tom-$5 
Legal Services  -C950 PLURA -$800 
llazel M. -$25 Etienne S .-$loo 
Cec i le  C.-$20 Forest  Lawn -$25 B i l l  T.-$20 

rn Yvonne C.-$10 Roberts ALC -$30 Jean F.-$15 
Er ic  E.-$10 Smithers s.S.-$45 Ken-$5 TIE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF T I ~ E  
FAWs -$55 Mary G.+$25 Wm.B. -$20 Joy T.$20 CARNEGIE COCEILINI.TI CENFRE ASSOCIATION. 

, I\nonymous -$18 George Y .-$20 A r t i c l e s  represent  t h e  v ieus  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  and not o f  the  Associat ion.  

John K.-$50 Bert T.-$10 
Pam F.-$20 Wayne -$2.50 
The K e t t l e  -$16 

NEED HELP ? 
The Downtown Easts ide Residents ' Assocfat ion 
can he lp  you with: 

any welfare  problem 
Informat ion on l ega l  r i g h t s  
d i sputes  with landlords 
unsafe l i v ing  condit ions 
income t ax  
ULC problems 
f lndlng housing 
open lng a bank account 

Come i n t o  the DEKA o f f i c e  a t  9 East Mast lngs S t  
o r  pl~one us a t  682-0931. 

DEW'S General Menhership meet.ing is on t h e  l a s t  Friday 
o f  every month in  Carnegie Thea t r e ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  !0:30am. 

DELIA !!AS DEEN SERVING TIIE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSI.DE F O R  19 YEARS 



a t  a meatingful  caucus 

Five ha l f  spr ing chickens 
Rotate on a barbeque s p i t  
Arousing most people 's  t a s t e  buds 
Their  w a l l e t s  and who can a f fo rd  i t ,  
Four lambchops 
Laid out  on a rock 
Knew where a good shipment came 
And because of a recession who's t o  blame? 
Three breaded pork chops 
Placed i n  a pan 
Compared p r i ces  with more o r  l e s s  f a t  
Which almost caused a bacon ban 
Two beef-steaks,  s i t t i n g  on a p l a t t e r  
One was lean and t h e  o the r  f a t t e r  
They wondered about high food cos t s  
And i f  lowered, would it matter? 
Ground beef ,  number one, tops  t h e  l i s t  
But we wpnder why .it 's..c,allBd hahburger 
Who cares  cause it se rves  t h e  economy well  
So a l l  high meat p r i c e s  can go t o  h e l l  

PS : Inc iden t ly ,  does anyone know what meat 
by-products cons i s t  of?  This message is  
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  horse ' s  mouth. 

Verna Johnston 

V I C T O R I A  - A review of B C ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
on adoption was announced by 

.r Socia l  Services Minis ter  Joan Smallwood. \ 
"Beginning t h i s  month, my s t a f f  w i l l  be 

THE LOST METIS 

When I a r r ived  i n  my f i r s t  big c i t y ,  
which was Edmonton, Alberta,  t h e  b ig  build. 
ings looked l i k e  g i a n t s  t o  me 8 t h e  l i t t l e  
bui ld ings  looked l iked  midgets. 

I was a l o s t  l i t t l e  boy s p i r i t u a l l y ,  
physical ly ,  mentally E emotionally i n  a l l  
ways. That was a t  t h e  age of 16. When I 
saw the  red l i g h t  i t  reminded me of t h e  
red man who I am. The yellow l i g h t  remind- 
ed me of t h e  yellow race  E the  green l i g h t  
reminded me of  t h e  Mother Earth. The l i t t l e  
white man ins ide  t h e  box reminded me of me 
when I was l i t t l e ,  because I was l o s t , i n  
two worlds. 

I was hoboing around 6 I drank alcohol,  
smoked dope 6 thought T had no problems. 
My Mom was s o  w o r ~ i e d  t h a t  she sent  t h e  
po l i ce  t o  look f o r  me 6 they took me home. 
I d id  not g e t  a l i ck ing  but I got  scolded 
E t h a t  was t h e  experience i n  the  b ig  c i t y .  
The sidewalk reminded me of the  road t o  
h e l l ,  E I ~ e a l i z e d  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  i n  h e l l  
God loves you s o  do I. 

6 .  .,--w- -A --- - 
Withdrawal - 2nd Month 

My nerves feel like a constant 
exposure to the sound of finger 
nails scratching downward on a 
blackboard. 
Irrational anger flashes out of 
my eyes and, like a boomerang, 
returns in the disguise of - 

shame. 

It's a severe freedam from a 
long chain of drugs, but logic 
tells me that the 'pain' will 
pass in time and the freedom 
will remain. I 

reviewing t h e  Adopt ion ~ c t  w i t h .  communit- 
i e s  & organisa t ions  t h a t  have indicated , 

a wish t o  see  i t  r e f l e c t  t h e  changing 
s o c i a l  values around adoption," Smallwood 
sa id .  sm he current  a c t  was w r i t t e n  i n  
1957 & t h e r e  is a need t o  br ing i t  i n t o  
the  n ine t i e s .  I' 

"The Community Panel Report i n t o  Family & 
Child Services  introduced t h e  ideas of 
' kinship ' & 'openness ' i n  adopt ion. The 
members recommended allowing a continuing 
bond between t h e  adopted ch i ld  and t h e  
b i r t h  family . I '  
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new world order - s ince  
t h e i r  money-making potent- 
i a l  is used by governments 
t o  con t h e  people i n t o  
th inking t h e i r  frequent 
use w i l l  do away with taxes, 
which i t  never does (Sales 
t a x ,  by t h e  way, is a  s o r t  
of punishment f o r  "sins" - 
i t  may a c t u a l l y  be t h e  
reason we have a  S . I .N.  
card)-  you know ...y ou hike 
a  c i g a r e t t e ,  you s inner . .  . 
you love t o  dr ink & do 
drugs you unrepentent down- 
town sk id  road res iden t  so 
w e ' l l  make you pay p r i ces  
t h a t  a r e  t en  times more 
than the  a c t u a l  cost  p r i c e  
of t h a t  item. .you s inner !  

Your gov' t  (NDP) i s  
.planning a  6 t o  8 lane  freeway cor r idor  

POLITICS IS B I G  CA$INO: 

. P o l i t i c s  4 r e a l  e s t a t e  got. toge the r  re-  
c e n t l y  i n  t h e  form of a  l e t t e r  of approval 

,from t h e  Carnegie Associat ion Board f o r  
t h e  idea of turning an empty bank building 
across  t h e  s t r e e t  i n t o  a  casino. 

You may have seen t h e  ads f o r  casino on 
T.V. t h a t  depic t  only r i c h ,  happy winners. 
I t ' s  b u i l t  around t h e  popular song t h a t  
goes ... "Come on baby, l e t  t h e  good t imes 
r o l l ,  Come on baby l e t  it t h r i l l  my soul."  

r i g h t  down Hastings ... Your government t h a t  
boasted of  saving you from freeways is  do- 
ing t h i s  t o  punish you (s inners) .  . . you 
mere pedest r ians  who don ' t  own t h e  ki,nd of 
powe~fu l  luxury c a r  Moe Sihota d r ives ,  for  
instance.  

Believe me , these  a r e  b l ind people - & 
a s  J . C .  pointed out.  t h e  blind lead t h e  
blind,  ... but those  without leaders ,  well  
t h a t ' s  another ma t te r  t o  deal  with i n  an- 
o the r  pigeon hole park we might ge t  around 
t o  some day. 

a t  which point  a  f l a sh ing  red neon d o l l a r  TORA 

sign leaps  o f f  t h e  sc reen  & bea t s  <your I* . 
brains  out .  

Some Associat ion board people say they a response .  .. 
approved the  cas ino idea  so  the  building 

x 
would remain t h e  same, t h u s  not d isrupt ing I t ' s  a  n i f t y  graphic ,  o f t e n  t r u e .  Bingo 
the  sacred charac te r  of t h i s  area ,  known 
t o  most o u t s i d e r s  a s  Skid Road, & funded 
t o  the  tune of a  cool one hundred mil l ion 
d o l l a r s  p e r  year by our Victor ian  govern- 
ment. Apparently t h i s  i s  in te rp re ted  a s  
$5000 p e r  head, which is ,  hypothet ica l ly  
speaking, t h e  amount they claim t o  be 
spending on you every year  t o  provide the  

: p o l i t i c a l l y  cor rec t  *'services" you probab- 
l y  dont t use.  

Anyway, cas jnos  ( i e :  gambling s t o r e s )  

i s  gambling; cas inos ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  Canada, 
have $5 l i m i t s ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n s  maybe 
don ' t  cut  much i c e  i f  you a r e  philosophic- 
a l l y  opposed t o  gambling. Okay. 

The one t h a t  wants t o  buy t h e  o ld  Bank 
of Montreal bui ld ing is  cur ren t ly  i n  t h e  
Mandarin Centre down t h e  s t r e e t .  Theylve 
been i n  t h e  neighbourhood f o r  years.  The 
only ones who can hold a  l i cence  t o  have 
a  casino o r  bingo a r e  c h a r i t i e s .  This inc-  
ludes Carnegie Associat ion,  DEYAS, DERA, 

a r e  4 w i l l  be popping up everywhere i n  t h e  DE Women's Centre, Ray-Cam, E scores  of 



other  loca l  community groups. Direct  g o v l t  
funding is  hard t o  get..more d i f f i c u l t  t o  
hold onto..E almost never goes t o  pay f o r  
what these  groups spend money on. 

In Carnegie t h a t ' s  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  
s tu f f  t h a t  is  announced a t  each Board mee- 
t i n g  under "monthly expenditures". 

I t ' s  not t h e  NDP t h a t ' s  t r y i n g  t o  cram 
a 6-8 lane freeway down Hastings, i t ' s  t h e  
NPA - t h e  major i ty  at Ci ty  Hall. They've 
been t r y i n g  f o r  about 20 years.  

l 'Po l f t i ca l ly  c o r r e c t n  se rv ices?  It c o s t s  
more than $5000 t o  provide some c r u c i a l  
se rv ices  f o r  people who need c e r t a i n  ones, 
l i k e  a l o t  of t h e  mental hea l th  emergency 
people; t h e  breakdown of what goes where 
i n  t h a t  $100 m i l l i o n  wasn't given, but it 
includes  detox, emergency medical a id ,  
c r i s i s  in tervent ion,  housing, and so  on. 

"Lotteries are 
a tax on fools ." 
- Sam Slanders 

"Somebody's 
gonna win." 
- some k i d .  

Again, no apologies OT simple r a t i o n a l i -  
sa t ions ,  but making re loca t ing  a casino 
By a block-6-a-half the.worst  th ing  t h a t  
could happen is  a b i t  much. 

PRT 

Well b ro thers  & sisters, we have a b i g  / 

problem happening h e r e  i n  t h e  Downtown 
EasCsi.de. Many of our  people on t h e  s t r e e t  
& i n  h o t e l s  have been dying from a well- 
known disease:  alcohoH.sm. 

I have an uncle who has  recen t ly  been 
hosp i ta l i sed  from dr inking t h i s  k i l l e r  out 
of t h e  b o t t l e .  We a l l  know it as Ginseng 
Wine, 'which anyone can purchase from Chin- 
e se  food s t o r e s .  This  wine i s  known t o  
t h e  Liquor License people a s  a "cooking" 
wine; it 's no t  c l a s s i f i e d  as l i q u o r  & is  
not so ld  in '  l i q u o r  s t o r e s .  It contains up 
t o  37% alcohol & is  causing death.  We can 
do something about t h i s .  

I know t h a t  by now many of you a r e  ask- 
ing "Just  who does t h i s  woman think she 
is?". . .well  l e t  me t e l l  you. I ca re  f o r  
a l l  these  people out  t h e r e ,  many drinking 
because t h e r e  skems t o  be nothing e l s e  t o  
do when money comes t h e i r  way. I know t h a t  

I make them drinking but I can i h t o  t reatment ,  e i t h e r  through MSS o r  by 
a t  l e a s t  show t h a t  1 care . .  . we a l l  need 
t o  be p a r t  of t h e  s o l u t i o n ,  not p a r t  of . 
the problem' They need some maybe in 
getting attention* *going a cli- 
nit 6r t a l k i n g  wi th  a doctor who is w i l l i n g  
t o  he lp  them witht . thei*:  drinking,problem. 

Indian Affairs for  Native clients. 
For us ,  t h e r e  needs t o  be  a change in 

- t h e  l a w  t o  get  Ginseng Wine recognised a s  
a l iquor .  With t h i s  in place,  no Ginseng 
Wine could be sold in corner stores. 

They could organise  wi th  a doctor t o  get By MARGARET PREVOST 



TENANTS RIGHTS 
ACTION COALITION 

I r  

Date: 
L 

Advocate: 

Organization: Phone: 

I TENANT INFORMATlON I 
* 

Name: I 
Address: I 
City: I 
Phone: Work: Hours: . 

Gender: 

Age: Undcr 20 - 20-30 - 3040 - 40-50 - -50-60 - 60-70 Older- 

AWARD CATEGORIES 
(Give particulars on reverse) 

- SECURITY DEPOSIT RIPOFF SHAREDILICENSEE 
J 

REP AIRS/ SERVICES - ILLEGAL ENTRY 

WARRASSMENT - FAMILY DISCRIMINATION 

- OUTRAGEOUS RENT INCREASE TERMS M A TENANCY 

EVICTION (speci@) - RENT INCREASE (NOTICE) 



OTHER INFORMATION 

Where did the incident take place? 

Has this been arbitrated? 

What was the outcome? 

Please provide further information regarding the dispute. 

Follow Up Done (note date) : 

Advocate : 

Comments : 

We would appreciate receiving these intake forms no l a t e r  than April 9, 1993. 
Please fax or mail,:to e i ther  Maureen Bourke or Deborah Gordon-Romero - 
2681 E ,  Has thgs  Street ,  Vancouver, B.C. V5K 125, Fax: 255-0772 


