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STOP FREE TRADE 
VANCOUVER RALLY 
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PARLIAMENT HILL 
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Dear S i s t e r s  and Brothers, 

This has been an exc i t ing  month with the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of NAFTA being reopened. This 
means the re  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it w i l l  
be scrapped. This is due t o  the  concerns & 
the  pressure put on t h e  American g o v l t  by 
the  lobby of c i t i z e n s ,  labour & environmerr 
t a l  groups t o  make sure  t h a t  jobs E the  
environment a r e  protected.  Both Canadian & 
Mexican ACN members have been a c t i v e l y  in-  
volved i n  these  lobbies.  I t  means t h a t  we 
must keep up & increase  t h e  pressure  on 
the  Canadian gov' t  t o  s t o p  t h e  deal .  The 
e f f o r t s  t h a t  each one of us & our organiz- 
a t ions  make a t  t h i s  time is  c r u c i a l .  

Secondly we f i n a l l y  had a provincia l  AGM 
t o  s e t  up a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  could incorpor- 
a t e  the  new ACN chapters  i n  BC. Following 
a r e  the  ob jec t ives  upon which the  organiz- 
a t ion  i s  based: 
1) Ta f i g h t  the  f r e e  t r ade  dea l s  4support  

each o the r  i n  our s t rugg le  agains t  the  
global corporate agenda. 

2)  To develop & promote a l t e r n a t i v e  t rade ,  
economic & s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  w i l l  . 
serve people, and promote equi table  
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of wealth 6 power. 

3) To share information & education on 
i s sues  t h a t  a f f e c t  us. 

4) To develop & implement campaigns and 
a c t  ions.  

5) To be an e f f e c t i v e  p a r t  of t h e  nat ional  
Action Canada Network. 

In order t o  do t h i s  we,ask t h a t  everyone 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  ON TO OTTAWA CARAVAN a s  
it t r a v e l s  through your p a r t  of BC. For 
information, c a l l  t h e  BC Coordinator, Paul 
McCane, a t  522-1179. We a r e  a l s o  asking 
t h a t  everyone plan ac t ions  f o r  May 15, the  
day of mass r a l l i e s  i n  Ottawa. (ET'idTite, 

) res ident  of t h e  Canadian Labour Congress, 
;a id  i n  a l e t t e r  on t h i s  planned act ion:  

The demonstration w i l l  be another major 
s t e p  i n  our continuing fightback agains t  
a p o l i t i c a l  & economic agenda t h a t  has 
i n f l i c t e d  t e r r i b l e  pain upon mil l ions  of 
Canadians. 

We w i l l  t ake  t h e  message t o  Ottawa t h a t  
we want jobs, not  unemployment & a t t acks  
on t h e  unemployed; thatwetwanhlfdr ' t rade ,  
not  f r e e  trade/NAFTA; t h a t  we want good , 
publ ic  se rv ices ,  not a t t a c k s  on publ ic  I 

s e c t o r  workers; t h a t  we want c h i l d  care ,  
not  c h i l d  poverty; t h a t  we want equi ty  E 
equal i ty ,  not d iscr iminat ion & i n e q u a l i t y ;  
t h a t  we want a s o c i a l  E economic agenda 
based on f a i r n e s s ,  not  an agenda dedicat -  ' 
ed t o  mult i-national  corporations a t  the  
expense of t h e  res t ." )  

In Vancouver, p lans  a r e  f o r  a demonstra- 
t i o n  a t  t h e  Trade 6 Convention Centre a t  
1 :OO.  Pick up pos te r s  f o r  both events, send 
them out i n  yous mailing 6 put  them up i n  
your areas .  A l l  of these  events take  money. 
Please send what you can t o  ACN. (Again 
from White's l e t t e r :  

I' There a r e  times i n  every democratic 
country when it is  necessary f o r  people 
t o  t ake  a stand on i s s u e s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  
a f f e c t  them. When governments i n s t i t u t e  
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  des t roy the  hopes E dreams 
of people & t h e i r  f ami l i e s  Eabandon I thei r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  improve s o c i a l  condit-  
ions - i t ' s  time t o  t ake  a stand.") 
Spread t h e  word, c a l l  your f r i ends ,  use 

your organizations.  We must cut  through 
the  media s i l e n c e ,  aga ins t  NAFTA and the  
corporate agenda, o r  we w i l l  have the  cor- 
porations leading t h e  next Federal Govern- 
nent by t h e  nose. 

Yours i n  S o l i d a r i t y ,  
Ellen Woodsworth 



' END LEGISLATED POVERTY 

its r fund r a l s l n q  
dlnncc toc the  nerdy. 
I(opcfu l l y nonc o f  them 

RALLY 

AND 

MARCH 

JUSrSICE 

,) -\ 

Thursday, April 15, 1993 
i 

5:30 p.m. at steps of Art Gallery 
( facing Georgia St.) 

PROTEST - NO JOBS 
- LOW MINIMUM WAGE - LOW WELFARE RAm - THE INCREASING -.FOR C H A N n  - UI CUTS - NORTH AMERICAN 'FEE" TRADE BEN. 
- FEDERAL CUTS TO SOCIAL SERVICES, 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
- HlGH TAXES TO LOW AND MIDDLE 

INCOME PEOPLE - NOT ENOUGH TAXES TO VERY WEALTldY 
PEOPLE AND FllOFrrARLE CORPORATIONS 

- FEDERAL CUTS TO HOUSING 
- AND O'nER MANIFESTATIONS OF TIE 

CORPOIWIE AGENDA 

J'UT JUSTICE INTO "HUNGER 
AWARENESS WEEKbo 

for more infomation call 879-1209 

Edi t  o r ,  Yancouver Sun : 

The media has  grasped onto  r ecen t  
i n c i d e n t s  where women who s a i d  they  
were sexua l ly  a s s a u l t e d  were found 
t o  be  "lying". 

I want $0 draw your a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is  t h e  p o l i c e  who 
have s t a t e d  t h e  women were l y i n g .  I 
have gone through t h e  horrendous ex- 
per ience  of suppor t ing  women i n  rep- 
o r t i n g  sexual  a s s a u l t s ,  &many t imes 
they  a r e  no t  be l i eved  by,:the p o l i c e ,  

O f f i c e r s  have t o l d  me t h a t  some 
women admit ted they  were l y i n g ,  bu t  
what t h e  women have t o l d  me is t h a t  
some p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  b u l l i e d  them 
wi th  "You're l y ing !  You're l y i n g  !" 
u n t i l ,  humi l ia ted  & t e r r i f  l e d ,  t hey '  d 
say anything j u s t  t o  ge t  out  of t h e r e .  

The process  of " f e r r e t i n g  out  t h e  
t r u t h "  need not  b e  so  b l a t a n t  - pol- 
i c e  body language, f a c i a l  express ion  
& degrading ques t ions  may send t h e  
message t h a t -  t h 8  woman is not  be l i eved .  

It is  a l s o  necessary  t o  understand 
t h a t  many women have been t o l d  By men 
who have sexua l ly  a s s a u l t e d  them 
t h a t  i f  t hey  t e l l ,  t hey  w i l l  be  k i l l -  
ed. When women ask  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  
i t  sometimes cannot be  o f f e r e d  - &..it 
can never  be guaranteed.  

WYth t h e  e n t i r e  c r imina l  j u s t i c e  
system s tacked aga ins t  a sexua l  ass- 
a u l t  v i c t im  - e s p e c i a l l y  i f  s h e  is  
poor,  on we l f a re ,  non-white o r  has  
previous mental h e a l t h  i s s u e s  - i t  
is r e a l  test imony t o  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  
s t r e n g t h  of women t h a t  anyone f o l l -  
ows through. wi th  t h e  process .  
1 am not  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  r ecen t  

repor ted  cases  - it is very  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t ,  f o r  whatever reasons ,  t h e  wom- 
en were not  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  But 
i n  o t h e r  ca ses ,  t h e r e  a r e  many v a l i d  
reasons t h i s  donc lus i  on is reached. 

KAREN SPEARS 
Downtown East  s i d e  Women % Cent be .. , . 

- !b 
'.- - - 





LITERARY LIONESS ON THE PROWL 5 .  

.. . ,- - JEFF VINNICKN.muver Sun 
PERSONAL PITCH: Eleanor Kelly explains llbrary system to potential reader In Empress Hotel bar 

ROBERT SARTl 
Vancouver Sun 

She runs the only public library branch in 
Vancouver that  doesn't charge fines or 
require a library card, so it's no wonder 
Eleanor Kelly has learned her way around the 
beer parlors and hotels of East Hastings. 

That's where she finds her lost books- and 
her new readers, too. 

"People leave their books behind when they 
are uprooted quickly, vanish completely, go to 
hospital, prison or get kicked out of their hotel 
rooms," says Kelly. 

"They don't mean to leave them. It just hap- 
pens." 

Kelly is the librarian at the Main and Hast- 
i n g ~  branch, located on the first floor of the 
Carnegie Community Centre. She has a regu- 
lar route through the rough-and-tumble 
streets of the Downtown Eastside, handing 
out leaflets asking if anyone has seen her 
books. 

Sitting at the bar of the Empress Hotel, she 
met a man who said he was too scared lo go 

Eastside librarian 

in hunt for'readers ' '  
and overdue books 
near the library lo return any books he might 
find. 

The tiny, son-spoken librarian reminded 
him she makes her way through the crowd 
every day. 

"Well, I guess they don't bother women,"' he 
replied. 

The man, who refused to give his name, 
finally agreed lo collect any borrowed books 
lefl at his hotel and pass them on to a friend 
who ffequenlls the library. 

The pub crawl is all part of the job In a 
neighborhood that has the lowest literacy rate 
in thecity, but also many oflhe most voracious 



readers, especially of western, science-liction 
and mystery paperbacks. 

The branch also caters to the adult students 
learning how to read and write upstairs in the 
Carnegie Learning Centre, and contains one, 
of the Lower Mainland's largest collection of 
Chinese-language books. 

"People have a lot of lime to read here," 
said Kelly. 

"They don't always have I D  to get a card, so 
they just give us their name. If we charged 
lines, they would not be able to aflord to take 
out our books." 

If a reader loses a book, she will accept 
another one in its place. 

Even with the beer-parlor retrieval pro- 
gram, about 30 per cent of the collection dis- 
appears each year, compared lo an average of 
five per cent in other branches, 

The Carnegie branch, which is funded by 
the city social planning department but run 
by the Vancouver Public Library, is open and 
crowded 365 days a year, including Christmas 
and New Year's. 

it myself & found it fasc ina t ing .  This 
co l l ec t ion  of human-interest s t o r i e s  ab- 
out  addic t ions  , i s  a landmark book & f i l l s  
a r e a l  need. 

Our Project  L I N K  t o  br ing you i n  touch 
with Vancouver' s book co l l ec t ions  is  com- 
ing along well.  Al l i son Bain (you may 've 
seen he r  i n  t h e  Centre, she with the  
strawberry blond h a i r )  i s  busy pasteing 
bar-codes on our books, s o  we can zaptiliat 
information i n t o  our computer. 

Lianne & Ada a r e  doing the  o the r  job, 
which i s  typing your names i n t o  our data-  
base, so we can quickly LINK your name t o  
t h e  book you're taking out .  

We're g e t t i n '  t h e r e  6 come summer we ' l l  
be giving lessons  on t h e  grandaddy of 
them a l l ,  t h e  computer terminal  tHat.LINKs 
you up t o  Central  & a l l  o t h e r  Branches. 

See vou a l l  on A ~ r i l  30th a t  Ardvthe & 
L 

- - -- - - - - --a -- I ~0;'s program & drop i n  i f  you havk any 

READING ROON ROUND-UP 

J u s t  a few items t h a t  we want t o  share  
with a l l  of  you, including an upcoming 
program, an important book E where we 
stand i n  our push t o  L I N K  a l l  o f  you t o  
t h e  wide world of l i b r a r y  books our t h e r e  
i n  Vancouver. 

Ardythe Wilson & Don Monet w i l l  be com- 
ing t o  do a program f o r  us  on FRIDAY,,30th 
April a t  1:00 pm i n  t h e  Learning Centre. 
Don and Ardythe a r e  the  authors of - 
" ~ o l o n i a l i s m  on T r i a l  : Indigenous Land 
Riehts and the  Gitsan Wetlsiiwet'en 

Sovereignty Case. 
The program is sbonsored by Vancouver 

p u b l i c - ~ i b r a r ~  & w i l l  be held a s  p a r t  of 
the  Native Issues group. I t  promises t o b e  

, GREAT, so  t r y  t o  a t tend!  ! ! I !  
' Crazywater, by Brian Maracle, i s  now 

availab.le i n  mult i-copies i n  the  Reading 
Room. Brian d id  a recent  t a l k  f o r  us on 
t h i s  very important book & many of you 
asked about borrowing i t .  I 've  j u s t  read 

questions on LINK. 
The L i t e ra ry  Lioness 

BLONDIE 



The Ride of the  Horse of a l l  Direct ions  

Yel.tsin and the  President 
could c l e a r l y  both agree t h a t  
checking would be done c lose  
t o  a id  democracy. 

The congress south of for ty-nine  
t o  taxpayers must f r e e l y  
answer f o r  t h e  grocery list 
and most h e a r t i l y .  

True, budgets a r e  a t roub le .  
They're known i n  h i s t o r y  
t o  i n c i t e  some r e b e l l i o n s  
and a i d  democracy 

1837 
Quebec and MacKenzie 
were happily successful ,  
and Durham came t o  see.  
His hopeful, good p resc r ip t ion :  
Dominion you s h a l l  s e a  
t o  sea  receive  a t t e n t i o n  
f b r  young democracy. 

Old Douglas was a-working 
when Papineaul s s t range s p e l l  
ca l l ed  "ention t o  t h e  nat ion 
and gave o ld  England h e l l .  

A bureaucra t ic  problem 
t h a t  funder knows too  well: 
the  workers of a campaign 
might not  r ing  t h e  b e l l .  

The Russians and t h e  Yankeed 
have run a d i f f e r e n t  course; 
t h e  f i r s t  horse s t ruggled long 6 hard 
the  second broke l i k e  a horse.  

But h i s t o r y  has i t s  reasons 
and people understand 
the  lack 'of  f a i r n e s s  burdens , 
t h e  l i f e  f o r  any c lan  

So o f f  t o  j u s t i c e  plenary 
and v i r t u e  she comgmnds 
the  horse of a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  
may race upon t h i s  land. 

Ron Carten 

Well spring has a r i z ,  & t h a t  can only 
mean a couple of th ings:  l o t s  of happy 
dogs & Volunteer of  t h e  Year f e s t i v i t i e s  
here a t  Carnegie 6 throughout t h e  c i t y .  

This year, with a l l  the  new volunteers  
we have it w i l l  be more i n t e r e s t i n g  than 
ever  t o  see  t o  whom they present  the  annu- 
a l  Volunteer of  t h e  Year award. Doris, our 
ha i r -cu t t e r ,  was bestowed with t h e  honour 
l a s t  year and, as usual ,  its s anybodyP s 
guess a s  t o  who may cop the  p r i ze  i n  193. . 
I think everybody should win because, a s  
with any e f f i c i e n t ,  well-oiled machine, it 
is most e f fec t ive  when a l l  o f  the  part-s 
a r e  i n  sync, f i l l i n g  a l l  o f  the  needs. 

Since t h i s  is  "Kitchen Kornert9hough, 
l e t ' s  v i s i t  some of t h e  people who do 
t h e i r  th ing  i n  the  kitchen.  

There's good old  George, f o r  ins tance ,  
(ac tual ly  not t h a t  o ld ,  6 c e r t a i n l y  not 
t h a t  good) over i n  the  corner whipping up 
a t c h  of de l i c ious  no egg/no d a i r y  blue- 
be r ry  muffins, a l l  the  while t e l l i n g  s t a f f  
how t o  do t h e i r  job:. 

And what have we here? A nice  l i t t l e  'old 
lady making mil l ions  of  deliaious.,sandwi- 
ches. Whoa, what the  heck was t h a t  she 
said??? Ya ... same t o  you lady! 

Out here i n  the  concession we have P e t e r  
Shers tobi toff  (say it slaow . & i to  s not 
t h a t  d i f f i c u l t ) ,  serving up the  dinner 6 
fo lding h i s  personalized c lo th:  You might 
a l s o  catch him de l ive r ing  f l y e r s  out i n  
the  neighbourhood. 

And there" June Rose, p a t i e n t l y  dealing 
with some of t h e  c r u s t i e s t  pat rons  a l i v e .  
( I  hate  it when s t a f f  g e t  i n t o  t h e  l ineup) 
Sometimes it may be Ray Johnston the re ,  o r  
Linda Scrivener,  o r  our learning cen t re  
twins, Waddy & Wika ( they ' r e  a c t u a l l y  ins-  
t ruc to r s ,  not  twins) o r  our  911 lady, Mar- 
i l y n  Hoppe. Thursday afternoon i t ' s  Vict- 
o r i a  Andy scrunching the  twoss i n t o  t h e  
till. . . a l l  these  people, a l l  volunteering1 

Right over here i s  the  dish-washing a r e a  
..Shades of Harvey Wong, i t %  David Wongl 
O r  i s  it Robert h d e r s o n ? A c t u a l P y  it s 
Wednesday afternoon, so  it must be Mariah 
Sonya; of course it could a l s o  be Joe Paul 
o r  Frank BuGgess. 



I t 's  a parade: There's Don Baker, Brian 
Heavers, Ed Aho, Howard. I can s t i l l  s e e  
Flo, 'though h e ' s  gone south f o r  awhile. 
Joan, Ooly (Ooly??), Donna Megahy helping 
with Thursday's f i s h  dinner,  Steve quick11 
preparing a batch o f  peanut b u t t e r  cookie: 
E disappearing i n t o  t h e  night.  So much 
work.. so many workers. I'm glad I don ' t  
have t o  choose j u s t  one of  them. 

Anyway, l e t ' s  go 4 have one of those 
great  sandwiches, a bowl of soup & a muff- 
in ,  E ponder t h i s  whole a f f a i r . .  .boy, tha t  
sandwich was somethin', wasn't she?! 

Last time I promised t o  t a l k  about the  
events t h a t  would take  place during Volun- 
t e e r  Apprpciatian Wekk, but s ince  Marty & 
Nat a r e  put t ing out  a spec ia l  brochure 
with a l l  the  news, we ' l l  s e e  you on Sunday 
the  18th a t  the  volunteer  pa r ty  from 2-4 
on the  2nd f l o o r .  

' T i l  then, happy eating!!!  

JOBS 
In the  modern vernacular,  it is p o l i t i .  

c a l l y  cor rec t  t o  say t h e  e l d e r l y  a r e  
EXISTENCE CHALLENGED. 

Dora Sanders 

FORTY -PLUS (Seniors Support Group) 

APRIL 1993: A s  most of you know our base- 
ment beverage bar  continues 

t o  s e l l  coffee, T h e  b e s t  i n  town", as  
well a s  t e a s ,  hot  chocolate 4 most j u i c e s  
Naturally we want you E your f r i ends  t o  
continue your patronage (we need t h e  bus- 
iness  !) t o  'fund work i n  support of "our 
seniors". 

We a l s o  could use your help.  I f  you o r  
anyoue you know is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  working 
t o  improve our s a l e s  by buying, s e l l i n g  
o r  a s s i s t i n g ,  p lease  drop by or ,  more t o .  
t h e  point ,  come t o  our  next general meet- 
ing (APRIL 20, 2 pm i n  t h e  Seniors Lounge) 
and s e e  f o r  yoursel f  what we a r e  doing & 
why & how you can be a p a r t  of it. 

R. Bates, 
Secretary,  Seniors.  

P.S.: So we know your thoughts E suggest- 
ions,  we have placed a suggestion 

box on t h e  concession counter i n  the  sen- 
i o r s  lounge. I f  you'd r a t h e r ,  wr i t e  down 
your ideas 6 place  them i n  t h i s  box. We 
want & need feedback from our members and 
our Customers. 



SOMI3 OF THE WOMEN KILLED IN THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 



My View of Carnegie 

Carnegie is a g r e a t  p l ace  f o r  men. I t  i s  
a boy's c lub .  In theory ,  it is  a cornuni t )  
c e n t r e  f o r  everyone, with no f avour i t i sm 
shown t o  any r a c e  o r  gender. The hard r ea -  
l i t y  i s  t h a t  racism 4 sexism a r e  rampant. 
I t  is  male dominated. 

To g e t  i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  door I have t o  use 
t h e  s i d e  s t e p s  because t h e  main c e n t r a l  
s t e p s  a r e  blocked by men s tanding  abouh.'. 
Then I have t o  nav iga t e  my way around men 
crowded around t h e  information desk if I 
have a ques t ion  t o  ask of  t h e  person - al-  
so  a guy - behind t h e  desk. The l i b r a r y  
t q b l e s  a r e  taken up by men. The pa th  t o  t h  
e l e v a t o r  is  another  g a u n t l e t  of  men. And 
i n  an environment where lewd sugges t ions  
a r e  commonplace, t ak ing  t h e  e l e v a t o r  alone 
with men i s  not  comfortable.  That leaves  
using t h e  s t a i r s ,  which i s  a problem f o r  
me iwth my f e e t  i f  I do it regu la r ly .  I 
g e t  t o  t h e n o t h e r  f l o o r s  & f i n d  t h a t  t hey  
too  a r e  male-dominated. Women a r e  discounG 
ed a s  a so -ca l l ed  "minority" who should go 
elsewhere. Women a r e  considered a s  sex  ob- 
j e c t s  o r  a s  cu r ious  c r e a t u r e s  t o  be d i s -  
counted F pushed a s i d e  Carnegie is  a boys club 

In theory ,  everyone is  t r e a t e d  f a i r l y ;  
no racism o r  sexism is  allowed. For example 
no exclus ive  group a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  allowed 
i n  Carnegie. In r e a l i t y ,  t h i s  i nc lus ive -  
ness r u l e  is another  maskof rac i sm~&sex i sm 
I t  keeps t h e  so -ca l l ed  uminori tyf '  groups 
i n  what 's  thought o f  a s  " t h e i r  place."  A 
s u b t l e  d i v i d e  & conquer s t r a t e g y  is evid- 
en t .  The message behind t h e  mask is  t h a t  
supposedly 'Iminority" groups a r e  unvalued 
6 unwalcome;in Carnegie. They a r e  t o l d  t o  
go do t h e i r  t h i n g  at  t h e  women" cen t r e ,  

( E d i t o r ' s  no te :  An i s s u e  has  been r i g h t  i n  
f r o n t  of everyone i n  Carnegie f o r  y e a r s ;  
t h e  people whom it. a f f e c t s ,  who f e e l  t h e  
weight of i t ,  a r e  women. I n  t h i s  i s s u e  a r e  
s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  b r i n g i n g  a t t e n t i o n  & focus 

e r  sense  of  powerlessness.  Power over ,  
r a t h e r  than  power t o .  And t h e r e  is  t h e  COB 

f l i c t  between t h e  poor people o f  t h e  down- 
town e a s t s i d e  & t h e  r i c h .  Here we a r e  go- 
ing a t  each o t h e r  i n s t ead  o f  address ing  
t h e  r e a l  problems. 

I t  i s  mind boggling t o  s e e  t h e  chal leng- 
e s  faced  i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a n a t i v e  women's 
sha r ing  c i r c l e  s e t  up. I ts  need is  s e l f -  
evidneR. A c i r c l e  is  a ve ry  sacred  and 
s p i r i t u a l  t h ing .  I t  i s  based on t r u s t  and 
common ground. I t  involves  each woman hon- 
ouring a Higher Being, themselves E each 
o t h e r  & a s  t h e  group a s  a whole. Native 
women have s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s  and 
need t h e i r  space.  Although a h a l f  breed I 
look very  caucasian.  f would not  dream o f  
i n t rud ing  on a n a t i v e  woman's sha r ing  c i r -  
c le  a s  it would be a d i s r e s p e c t f u l  F d i s -  
honouring th ing  t o  do, a l l  t h e  way around. 
The theory. i s  t h a t  t h e  inc lus iveness  r u l e  
is a n t i - r a c i s t ,  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h i s  r u l e  pro- 
motes r a c i a l  t ens ion ,  

f i d d i c u l t i e s  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  weight 
t r a i n i n g  & Wenlido (women's s e l f -de fense )  
s e t  up a r e  j u s t  a s  mind boggling. Women 
need t h e i r  own groups f o r  t hese  th ings .  
7 

I am cons ider ing  checking out  t h e  Wenlido. 
I would never cons ide r  going near  e i t h e r  
group if men were going t o  be p a r t  of i t .  ' 

I t  wauld be ve ry  easy  t o  g l i b l y  d iscount  
what I am saying  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  I am 
Elone of t hose  r a d i c a l  man-haters." But I 
f o n l t  h a t e  men; I don ' t  s e e  them a s  "the 
enemy." I am simply a g a i n s t  t h e  oppression 
racism & sexism so  evldent  i n  Carnegie and 

the downtown e a s t s i d e .  I want t o  do what- 
:ver I can towards diminishing t h i s  c r ap  F 
Lowards encouraging women t o  come here .  

I am very  aware of  each of  t h e  members 
)f t h e  women's group a s  being a powerful 
lerson. And I am a powerf u l  woman. The wo- 
men's i s s u e s  d i scuss ion  group has t h e  pot-  
m t i a l  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  de something. 11 would 
aot i n v e s t  t i m e o r  e n e r g y i n  it otherwise.  

Kathr ine  

a b o r i g i n a l  c e n t r e ,  e t c .  
Underlying t h e  Carnegie s i t u a t i o n  is  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  people f e e l  powerless, oppressed, 
unvalued, angry F inwardly hungry. Theneed 

. . . t ime t o  wake up & sme l l  t h e  co f fee ! )  of  men t o  dominate r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  own inn- 



APRIL l s t ,  f o o l ' s  day f o r  many people. 
On t h i s  day of many p r a c t i c a l  jokes & hid- 
den su rpr i ses ,  even I played a joke on a 
f r i end  & regre t t ed  it a f t e r .  I heard t h e  
panic i n  my f r i \end1s  voice a f t e r  I t o l d  
he r  what F was going t o  do. In t h e  end I 
asked he r  what t h e  da te  was. 

Well it was no April  Fool 's  joke when 
Yvonne Snow was k i l l e d  outs ide  our commun- 
i t y  cen t re  a t  401 Main. 

In the  Province newspaper (2/4/93), Reg ' Harris  of the  po l i ce  department sa id  it 
was poss ible  t h a t  t h e  d r i v e r  d i d n ' t  know 
t h a t  he had run over t h i s  44 year-old wom- 
an. This is  not the  only corner t h a t  i s  a 
danger t o  many of our people i n  t h e  Down- 
town Eastside.  J u s t  t o  name a few: Cordova 

Main - people don ' t  s top when turning 
r i g h t ,  even bus dr ivers . .people  have t d l d  
mecthey have a schedule t o  keep; Pender 4 
Main - a l l  4 corners a r e  a danger t o  ped- - 
e s t r i a n s ;  Columbia & Alexander - a big  
problem with even po l i ce  going through the  
s top s ign.  

Things t h a t  could be changed t o  make it 
s a f e r  f o r  those of who walk: 
#1. No more t ruck turning a t  Main/Hastings 

- t h i s  is  one of t h e  bus ies t  i n t e r s e c t -  
ions i n  the  c i t y .  We need t o  l e t  the  pub- 
l i c  know t h i s .  
#2. Police need t o  s t a r t  monitoring a l l  

corners i n  our neighbourhood. 
- they can t i c k e t  anyone & everyone who 

breaks the  law. 
A d r i v e r ' s  l i cense  is not a l i cense  t o  

k i l l .  My hear t  goes out  t o  the  Snow family 

r 

A 44-year-old woman yesterday lapp&ehtly'iEiihai% tif tne 8it ld~Wt~ 
became the sixth pedestrian killed . "It is quite possible he didn't 
this year on Vancouver streets. know he had rlin over the woman,". 

Yvonne Snow was crushed under Harris said. 
the back wheels of a tractor-trailer He said pedestrians should be 
as it rounded a corner at Main and warned that the trucks have to 
Hastings at about 6:30 a.m. swing wide to make turns and may 

Police spokesman Reg Harris occasiondly go up over the curb. 
said witnesses chased after the tie said no decision had been 
driver of the truck, who was made concerningcharges. 

11. 

ANOTHER VICTIM - MAIN/HASTINGS 

son 

A LAKOTA PRAYER 

Great S p i r i t ,  you a r e  everything, 
and yet  above everything. 

You a r e  first and always have been. 

Through you our chi ldren w i l l  have strong 
hea r t s  and they w i l l  walk t h e  s t r a i g h t  
path i n  a sacred manner.. . 

Help me t o  walk t h e  sacred path of l i f e  
without d i f f i c u l t y ,  with my mind Gheart 
cont$,nually f ixed on you! Amen 

\ Submitted by someone 



We live near the purple sludge. Where'g your hause ! 

Welfare costs in B.C. continue to spiral. 
With spending in just about every other 

ministry kept to a five-per-cent increase or less, 
welfare payments by the social services 
ministry are going up more than 18 r cent. 

Fmance ministry officials put the %me for 
the whopping hike. on the 'federal government. 

"There's been a lot more federal off-loading 
through unemployment insurance policies," 
said one governmen! expert. 

Everything from Ottawa's elimination of 
payments for those, who quit their jobs to 
administrative delays in pracessipg UI claims 
cornbicyi to put mqre people on welfare, she 
sak. 

And economic problems mean the number of 
people on welfare continues to grow. 

Increases in health spending are estimated at 
four per cent, and education at 3.4 per cent. 

Several ministries will actually be given less 
to spend this year - especially environment, 
down 3.1 per cent. 

The government is also cutting back its 
budgets for consultants and advertising. 

And it's eliminating several boards and 
c ~ u ~ c ~ I s ,  including the Plain Language Institute 
and B.C. Youth*Council. 

MLAs! salari  wiU be frozen, aswill those of 
senior managers and deputies earning more 
than $100.000 a vear. ., -7 - 

But life 'isn't tough f ~ r  MLAs: The subsidy 
; for the legislative dining room has one up by 
k 6 7 . p  -<.* 4 + p t  - frog $105,000 - - .  to . * -  $I%,ow. 

I t '  s sad/funny/f rus t ra t  ing/a good reas-  
on t o  shake your head a t  how our minds - 
yours F mine - can be influenced by ha l f -  
t r u t h s  & out r igh t  l i e s .  

The headline above is  a prime example. 
Media, be it TV, radio ,  newspapers, b i l l -  
boards o r  pictures/words on hand-outs, is  
a subject  t h a t  has been s tudied - and anal-  
yzed f o r  years. The way information is  
both se lec ted  & presented can giveagood 
idea  of what t h e  powers behind want us 
t o  think,  not j u s t  th ink about. 

Okay. The numbers show t h a t  ttmost" peo- 
p l e  have shor t  a t t e n t i o n  spans, take  the  
5 o r  10 o r  15 seconds spentonmany i s sues  
on TV news a s  t h e  whole s tory ,  read the  
headline o r  l a rge  p r i n t  p a r t s  of s t o r i e s ,  
& go on. Prejudice agains t  people on wel- 
f a r e  is everywhere. . "WELFARE BUCKS SOAR" 
( i n  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s ,  white-on-black, i n  a 
box,. . ) , pr in ted  a t  t h e  same time the  NDP 
is  being roasted f o r  the  budget & the  
Young Socreds have rad io  ads & paid ads 
i n  papers about a big meeting on the  
"State of BC's Societytt  o r  some such crud 
... saying how much of a r ip -o f f  the  NDP 
is commitilg,,by "drawing huge numbers of 
do-nothings from a l l  over Canada t o  our 
provincett (Word of honour - I heard t h i s  
on the  radio . )  



I LJ Conrad Black,ia mul t i -mi l l ionai re  o r  b i l -  
' l i o n a i r e ,  owns about 1/2 of a l l  newspapers 

i n  Canada. He's one of t h e  t rue-blue  e l i t e  
I c a p i t a l i s t s .  When the  NDP won i n  Ontario 

he took it a s  a personal  s l a p  i n  t h e  face;  
he launched a media-crusade t o  make any 
NDP program, decision o r  change t o  h i s  
idea  of "the way th ings  are" look & sound 
l i k e  decayed s h i t  served up by malicious 
i d i o t s  who'd s to len  the  government from 
i t s  r i g h t f u l  owners. Black, of  course, is  
one of them. 

You can almost hear the  "yes t o  t h i s "  o r  
Ifno t o  tha t "  when a candidahe fonpres iddn t  

13.  
from a l l  they say & t h a t  sentence g e t s  3 
seconds on prime-time news. Back t o  t h e  
headline & s tory:  f a c t s  about f edera l  c u t s  
& changes t o  U . I .  r u l e s  & plan t  c losures  
( to  say nothing of "free" t r ade)  a r e  pre- . 
sented a s  an NDP m i n i s t e r ' s  opinion. Facts 
about t ransnat ional  owners j u s t  moving t o  m7 
the  US South o r  Mexico, leaving a l l  t h e i r  
former employees G t h e i r  f ami l i e s  jobless  
a r e n ' t  even mentioned. These f a c t s  a r e  the  
d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of years  of abuse of power 
by Conservatives, Libera ls  4 Socreds. Now 
any attempt t o  deal  with t h i s  mess i s  and 
must r emah  wrong t o  g e t  the  NDP out &.-the 
snake -.- o i l  salesmen back i n .  I ask ya! 

A ~ u b l i c  forum was held on t h e  North Am- 
e r i can  Free Trade Agreement. Joan; Smal!lwood 
(Minister  of Socia l  Services)  was the  mod- 
e r a t o r  f o r  the  evening. Since t h e  Canada/ 
US deal has been signed, 500,000 jobs have 
been permanently l o s t  i n  CanadaJoan s t a t -  
ed t h a t  g loba l i za t ion  of our economy is  
" t r u l y  a f fec t ing  t h e  l eve l  08 povert)r;in BC" 

What we see  i n  the  g loba l i za t ion  of our 
economy is  t h e  g l o b a l i z a t i o n o f o u ~ ? ~ p o ~ v a r t y .  
When the  Tories s t a r t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t a v j o b -  
l e s s  economic recovery" we can s e e  r i g h t  
he re  i n  Canada a developing t h i r d  world. 
We need t o  s t a r t  considering t h e  r e a l i t y  
6f a permanent "underclass" i n  Canada l i k e  
they have i n  the  U.S. and Mexico. 

Free Trade has not  been the.answer t o  
Mexico's troubled economy e i t h e r .  Mexico 
has a Pow wage i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  hugging t h e  
US border ca l l ed  t h e  maquiladoras. Maude 
Barlow, of t h e  Council of Canadians, t o l d  
us  t h a t  you can walk ih!thet~stkee8ssthrmugh 
puddles of green, pink & purple sludge.You 
see  20th century technology with e a r l y  l g t l  
century p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  - Charles 
Dickens' world with t o x i c  waste. 

Joan Smallwood made most of h e r  comments 
abriut t h e  e f f e c t  f r e e  t r ade  is  having on 
Canada's s o c i a l  programs. Joan spoke about 
the  harmonization of our s o c i a l  programs 
with the  U.S. One example she used was the  
universa l  baby bonus t h a t  the  Tories elim- 
inated & replaced with t h e  Child Benefit.  
The Child Benefit i s  very s imi la r  t o  a US 

, program ca l l ed  Aid t o  Families with Depen- 
dent Children. 

i The a t t acks  we s e e  on Canada's s o c i a l  
pcograms have more t o  do -with: t''ha~rnoniiirig!! 
Canadian & American s o c i a l  spending than 
it does with c u t t i n g  the  d e f i c i t .  Social  
spending is an investment ini thb :well:being 
o f t h e  economy; theUSgovl t  doesn' t  make it.. : 

Joan sa id  t h e  province was not  involved :, 
with t h e  signing of t h e  NAFTA. She spoke 
about t h e  province 's  3-point s t r a t e g y  t o  
work agains t  NAFTA. Most of t h i s  is  about \ 
sharing information: 
* The province w i l l  share information wi th ,  ' 

t h e  people of BC t o  "empower c i t i z e n s  to'* 
make choices.  'I 

* The province is  encouraging o t h e r  prov- 
inces  t o  undertake tHe same:Wmppwecmentt' 
with the  vo te r s  i n  o the r  provinces. 

* The province recognizes t h a t  the re  is a 
s h i f t  of power from democratic decision- 

\ I 
making t o  even more corporate control .  
So the re  is  an increased importance t o  
support communities i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  ag- 
a i n s t  a t t a c k  & work toward an in te rna t -  
ional  standard f o r  s o c i a l  programs. 
There was no t a l k  from Smallwood of p a s s  

ing l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  would d i r e c t l y  con- 
f ron t  NAFTA. Maude quoted Martin Luther 
King, saying : "Legislat ion cannot change 
t h e  hea r t ,  but  it can r e s t r a i n  t h e  hea r t -  1 
l e s s . "  Legis la t ive  ac t ion  i s  something we 
should a l l  contact  our  l o c a l  MLAs about. 
Confronting NAFTA with l e g i s l a t i o n  would 
be a very use fu l  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  provinc- 
i a l  government t o  follow. 

By PETER GREENWELL 
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Woke up t o  t h e  sound of t h e  g lue-sni f fer  
i n  t h e  next room re tching.  As he continu- 
ed t h i s  pract ice-run a t  death,  I  watched 
the  sky pale  t o  gray. Like a damp q u i l t ,  
it l a y  over the  c i t y ,  the  most uncomfort- 
able  secur i ty  blanket imaginable. 

A t  every place where t h e  2 dangerous 
men 6 t h e  o the r  guy were going t o  be, a  
blanket  of secur i ty ,  i n  t h e  form of armed 
RCMP 6 Vancouver Ci ty  po l i ce ,  was the  only 
v i s i b l e  s ign  t h a t  something was up. Then, 
a s  I walked around, I not iced an ominous 
presence of expensive cameras, s t i l l  and 
video. These guys must be p r e t t y  danger- 
ous t o  have such a b a r r i e r  of bu l l e t -wieb  
ding cops between them E u s  6 so m a n y  
people ready t o  record t h e i r  merest t r a n s  
gressions! 
- Pro tes t  agains t  the  New World Order 
(same a s  the  old world order)  was small 
but f e i s t y .  Someone pul led  f l a g s  o f f  
t h e i r  s tands  a t  canaha Place 4 one was. s e t  
on f i r e ,  an American f l a g .  

NBC took a close-up of my face .  A t  t h e  
Plaza of Nations, T4?4k83>; City  pb l i ce  
asked f o r  my IID. 6 asked what 3 was tak- 
ing so many p i c t u r e s  o f ,  Womeone saw you 
taking p i c t u r e s  yesterday." I t o l d  the  
t r u t h .  He sa id  thanks E r e c i t e d  a l i s t  of 
10-12 year-old charges agains t  me (back 
when I  was r e a l l y  weird) but  no outstand- 
ing charges. "Have a n ice  day. " 

Someone who saw the  TV news ca l l ed  yes- 
t e rday ' s  p r o t e s t  a  "communist demonstrat, 
ionv. There were some Tro t sky i s t s  E some 
Marxist-Leninists, but the  120 o r  so  peo- 
p l e  were from var ious  groups, including 
Greenpeace, an anti-NAFTA group, some gay 
a c t i v i s t s ,  e t c .  Some, l i k e  me, j u s t  went.  
t o  be the re ,  showing v i s i b l e  d ispleasure  
with t h e  hype surrounding these  2 danger- 
ous guys, with t h e i r  s e c r e t  diplomacy E 
with t h e  g rea t  swing t o  t h e  r i g h t  among 
l eaders  4 p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  everywhere 
s ince  Gorby se l f -des t ructed t h e  Soviet 

I t  remindsome of India a f t e r  Ghandi - 15. 

the  Indian ru l ing  c l a s s  learned so  well 
from the  Br i t i sh  model t h a t  they nov col-  
onise  t h e i r  own people. The same th ing  i s  
happening i n  Russia, the  USEin Canada. 

Jeez, I'm i n  a bad mood r i g h t  now.Some- 
one a t  yesterday's  p r o t e s t  t r i e d  t o  exp- 
l a i n  t o  me how t o  avoid cynicism while 
s t i l l  maintaining a progressive stand.  
Sometimes I  can do i t  4 sometimes I c a n ' t  

I got  the  bes t  photos of t h e  f l a g  burn- 
ing (sans faces)  but who t h e  h e l l  wants 
them? 

Am I ever happy I can play vo l l eyba l l  
i n  a relaxed atmosphere a t  the  Carnegie 
tonight  (where one volunteer got t o  joke 
with Pres. Clinton t h a t  she 'd "love t o  
f r i s k  h i ~ r a  a s  he entered a s e c u r i t y  area). 

Crowds l ined the  publ ic  p laces  where 
these  guys would appear momentarily. A l -  
most a s  hard t o  see  them a s  it is  t o  see  
l i g h t  i n  t h i s  darkening world. 

Daniel Feeney 



Human rights can generally be defined as 
those rights inherent to our nature and The United Nations Public 

htfonnation without we culnot live as human 
Center defines human in this way: bdngs Human h@b and &&mental 

freedoms allow us to fully develop and 
use our human qualities, our intelligence, 
our talents and conscience, satisfyng our 

Whit are s p i W  and other needs. They a e  - 
based on humankind's increasing 
demand for a life in which the inherent 
dignity and worth of each human being 
will receive respect and protection. 

The denial of human rights and Sunda- 

mirn rilhts? 
mental freedoms is not only an individual 
and persond tragedy but also creates 
conditions of sodal and political unrest, 
which sow the seeds of violence within 
and between societies and nations As 
the first sentence of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights states, 
respect for human rights and human dig- 
nity is 'the foundation of freedom, justice, 

c. 

and peace in the world.' 
Women ... Rape  ... War . . .  R i g h t s  

We a r e  women of t h e  south  
Women of t h e  east 
Women of t h e  nortp:! 
Women of  t h e  west 
We are wi tnes s  t o  rape  & war 6 t h e  desec ra t i on  of human r i g h t s .  

We a r e  t o g e t h e r  i n  Mother Courage. 
We a r e  h e r e  t o  b e a r  w i tnes s .  
We a r e  h e r e  t o  speak out .  

We a r e  h e r e  t o  speak out  
On rape  & t h e  v i o l a t e d  sovere ignty  of our  body p o l i t i c .  
W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  speak out  
For t h e  fundamental d i g n i t y  of each human l i f e .  
We a r e  h e r e  t o  speak out  
For women's r i g h t s  a r e  human r i g h t s .  
W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  speak out  
On ou r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
For t h e  s a f e t y  of women 
I n  t h e i r  homes 
I n  t h e i r  communities 
In our  t ime.  



We are h e r e  t o  t e l l  t h e  p re sen t  & t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  v io l ence  aga ins t  women, 
t h e  rape of women s p e c i f i c  & p a r t i c u l a r ,  which fundamentally v i o l a t e  t h e  
foundations f o r  freedom j u s t i c e  and peace I n  our world. 

We a r e  he re  demanding 
The recogni t ion  of women's r i g h t s  as human r igh t s ,  
We a r e  h e r e  demanding 
The recogni t ion  of rape  a s  a  crime of war. 
We a r e  he re  demanding 
That women's bodies  no longer  be  a  b a t t l e f i e l d .  
We a r e  he re  demanding 
A r ecogn i t ion  of both a p re sen t  
And a h i s t o r y  of rape  and war 
We a r e  h e r e  demanding t h a t  i t  end, 

We are h e r e  i n  Mother Courage 
We a r e  h e r e  wi th in  & embracing & developing a worldwide voice  
Witness t o  War 
Witness t o  Rape 
Witness t o  t h e  con t inua l  v i o l a t i o n s  of  i nd iv idua l  and community and 
n a t i o n a l  sovere ignty  4 

We a r e  h e r e  t o  speak 
We a r e  h e r e  t o  remembexc.to recognize t o  reclaim. 

We a r e  women of t h e  south  
Women of t h e  e a s t  
Women of t h e  n o r t h  
Women of t h e  west 
W e  a r e  women of Bosnia, Croa t i a ,  Se rb ia ,  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  Bangladesh, 
Granada, H a i t i ,  Nicaragga, P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines ,  Puerto Rico , and 
South Af r i ca  

Ca l l i ng  on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community 
And i t s  r ep resen ta t ion  i n  t h e  U.N. 
To recognize t h e  humanity of women. 
To recognize rape  a s  a  war crime. 
To begin 
I n  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  r ecogn i t ion  
TO c a l l  f o r  an end. 

We a r e  h e r e  demanding 
That t h e  rape  of women and communities and na t ions  
End. 

- L i l i a n a  Cortes  and Gale Jackson 



TENANT SURVIVAL DM! 

Charles Street 8. commercial Drfve contact Tenants' Rights Action Coalition: 255-3099 

 or too  many yea r s  now, t e n a n t s  i n  B.C. 
have had t o  put up w i t h  t o o  much i n  r e n t a l  
housing. I n  B C ,  your r e n t  may include:  

P e s t s  : cockroaches, mice r a t s  & o t h e r  
vermin ( a l s o  c a l l e d  shared  accomodation) 
Lack of Secur i ty :  you t o o  can t r y t o f i n d  
an a f fo rdab le  p lace  t o  l i v e ,  when your 
landlord  g ives  you an e v i c t i o n  n o t i c e  
because he/she wants t o  demolish o r  s e l l  
your home, wants t o  b u i l d  a condo, 
wants YOU O U ~  t o  r a i s e  t h e  r e n t .  Or Tenant S U W ~ ~  Awards 
No Repairs:  not  only  do you have a roof . - 

over your head, but  do you r e a l l y  expect  for tenants who have put Up with the most 
t o  have h e a t ,  working app l i ances ,  water  for the longest, under Canada's worst 
and e l e c t r i c i t y  t oo?  landlord-tenant law. 
Harrassment: ybur l and lo rd  e n t e r s  your 
p l ace  when you ' re  not  home, t e l l s  you 
your f r i e n d s  canq t v i s i t  & you canq t have 
overnight  gues t s ,  t h r e a t e n s  t o  k i c k  you Food Music 
o u t l r a i s e  your r e n t l t a k e  your s t u f f . . .  

* No Rent Controls:  your l a n d l o r d  can h i k e  
your r en t  a s  much a s  he/she wants t o .  

* The Right t o  Move: i f  you don ' t  l i k e  any 
o f t h e  aboveyoudohave t h e r i g h t  t o  move. 

Kids' stuff 



On May 2nd the Tenants Rights Action Coalition (TRAC) will celebrate it's 
first "TENANTS SURVIVAL DAY"! We are collecting stories of problems 
you have survived as a tenant in B.C. Some of these stories will then be 
selected and prizes given out at our day of celebration. If you have a story 
you would like us to know about fill in the form below and send it on to us 
(address on other side). 

Dear TRAC, here is my "tenant survival story": 

Name: 
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:OTTAWA - They're a million 
itrong and proud of their native her- 
tage. 
Results from the 1991 census 

'eleased Tuesday show 1,002,675 
kople claimed aboriginal ancestry 
h Canada, a 41 per cent jump over 
.he last national population count in 
1986. 

The native population didn't grow 
hat much, despite a high birth rate 
md lower death rate. 

Instead, more native awareness 
md pride - especially in Quebec - 
beled a huge increase in the num- 
)er of people who recognize and -- - 

Totd population reporflng -30 I aboriginal odghs 1986 1991 chanae 
admit to having aboriginal roo 
along with other ethnic origins, St 
tistics Canada said. 

"Clearly significant numbers of 
people who had not previously 
reported an aboriginal origin did so. 
in 1991, most likely due to height- 
ened awareness of aboriginal issues 
arising from the extensive public 
discussion of these matters in the 
period leading up to the 1991 cen- 
sus," the federal agency said. 

The census was taken less than a 
year after the tense summer stand- 

missed about 38,000 natives on 78 
reserves,  bu t  said t ha t  wasn ' t .  
enough to make much dilrerence to 

they were registered lndians or they 
identified with a siligle aboriginal 

OK between Mohawks and police at Yukon 4,995 6,390 28 I Oka, Que., following a botched raid 
in which a police oflicer was killed. 

Tlie proportion of Canada's nopu- 
1 lation reporting aboriginal origms 

rose to 3.7 per cent m 1991 from 2.8 
per cent five years earlier. , There were increases in every 

I province and territory with the big- 
gest jump in Quebec- 70 per cent to 
137,615 from 80,945. 

There were also large increases in 
most cities. 

Aboriginal leaders welcomed the 
figures. They have long claimed offi- 
cial statistics underestimate the 
number of natites,  especially i n  
urban areas 

lr cy4;;" T;' - *:. * 
,d 



NATIONAL ABORIGINAL NETWORK ON DISABILITY 

This i s  a network t h a t  H have recent ly  
got ten involved with. There was a meeting 
i n  Calgary which I attended on behalf of 
the  Vancouver Native Health Society. A t  
t h i s  meeting I was able  t o  use my knowle& 
ge about f inances E other  matters.  I ' m  
happy t o  repor t  t h a t  I was e l e c t e d t o t h e  
Executive Board E am now t h e  Secretary 
f o r  t h i s  organization.  

Let me f i l l  you i n  on N.A.N.D.  This o r g  
anizat ion focuses s p e c i f i c a l l y  on Native 
persons with d i s a b i l i t i e s .  We%e going t o  
tny E help our Native persons get  off  t h e  
s t r e e t s  & away from qrinking Eusirig drugs 
We need t o  ge t  our people back i n t o  t h e  

focusing on our cu l tu re .  
Keep in  mind t h i s  is only p a r t  of t h e  

solut ion of many problems. We have a long 
way t o  go i n  order  f o r  usto.be-recognized 
back i n t o  our cornuni t ies  E soc ie ty  i n .  
general. To be accepted back i n t o  socie ty  
has been & is  going t o  be a long process. 
The public needs t o  be aware of t h e  dam- 
ages t h a t  were put upon our people when 
they were introduced t o  alcohol i n  t h e  
ea r ly  18001s. 

Recently 1 have been seading many books 
avai lable  t o  me a t  t h e  Carnegie Centre. 
If they don" have what I need they send 

nformation off  t o  t h e  main l i b r a r y  t o  
e t  the  books I need, Since reading t h i s  
l a te r i a l ,  I 've  got t h e  nbtion t h a t  a s t o r y  
~ r i g i n a t e s  from one person. You, me o r  an 
l lder has heard t h e  s t o r y  from h i s  f a t h e r  
.or grandfather) ,  & so our legend continues 

Many of us  have been led t o  bel ieve 
.hat our c u l t u r e  has ehecpme -the past .  
Iey, t h a t ' s  not  so. We can keep it a l i v e  
by t a lk ing  about it. Before the  sewing 
lachine what d id  your mother do t o  prov- 
~ d e  you with c lothes?  Be t te r  yet.,.,how:did 
lour f a t h e r  get  food t o  provide f o r  t h e  
iamily? What d id  they o f f e r  t o  Mother 
lar th  when they had t o  cut  a t r e e  to 
m i l d  a canoe. This i s  where t h e  r e a l  
s t o r i e s  a re .  

We need t o  s top  hur t ing mother ear th .  
Yany things  can happen, Are we r e a l l y  
prepared f o r  d i s a s t e r ?  Look a t  t h e  many 
earthquakes t h a t  have happened i n  the  US, 
plus t h e  many erupting volcanoes i n  t h e  
Phil ippines & Hawaii - t h e  l is t  goes on. 

Mother Earth needs t o  be healed by the  
nany who have harmed her.  I f  wedon't s t a r t  
now, we r e  not going t o  have t h e  luxury 
~f vegetables,  f r u i t  & other  food she p r e  
r ides ,  because of t h e  many environmental 
wrongdoings by t h e  big companies of t h i s  
country & others .  

A f r i e n d  of mine, Ida John, i s  going t o  
be doing a run f o r  mother e a r t h  i n  August. 
She4 14 o ther  women a r e  going t o  run from 
Prince George t o  Capilano, stopping a t  ew 
ery  Indian reservat ion t o  recognize t h e  
abor iginal  community, otherwise fo rgo t teq  
& give an o f fe r ing  of a smudge &exchange 
an eagle fea ther .  

We can blame countless people f o r  t h e  
separat ion of the  Native personss d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s .  But only we can makeadif ference 
by choosing t o  help  one another around 
t h e  problems we each encounter, such a s  
conquering t h i s  d i sease  c a l l e d  a lcohol isq  
one of t h e  many diseases  given t o  us by 
t h e  white man i n  t h e  e a r l y  1800's. 

My f a t h e r  used t o  c a l l  t h i s  alcohol. .  
medicine, because it used t o  help  in  get -  
t i n g  over a hangover. B Q m  s t i l l  t ry ing  t o  
understand why my family has been a f f e c t -  
ed by t h i s  d isease .  From my understanding 



WHY DON'T DOCTORS THINK before they 
speak? God doesn ' t  ha te  f a t  people but 
doctors do. They lord  it over them i n  the  
consult ing room. "I t 's  your weight ." 

That ' s t h e i r  crude, bigoted opinion and 
it colours t h e i r  judgement; a  ca re less  
mistaken ana lys i s  which can cause havoc 
t o  more than j u s t  one person. Up t o  twenty 
o r  more people connected t o  t h a t  one f a t ,  
well-loved person can be a f fec ted  by an 
untrue analys is ,  unwisely o r  s tup id ly  g i u  
en. "Oh, she ' s  going t o  d ie ,"  he sa id ,  
"from kidney in fec t ion ,  unless  she checks 
i n t o  hospi ta l ."  

H i s  mouth f lapped i n  the  breeze because 
he th inks  f a t  people a r e  s tupid .  Husband 
i s  f r a n t i c ,  the  c h i l d  goes i n t o  hysterics;  
one almost s u f f e r s  a hea r t  a t t ack  as, ; the 
mother checks i n t o  hosp i t a l  scared out of 
h e r  w i t s .  The mother's boss l o s e s  some 
customers & the  mother l o s e s  he r  job. 
The husband misses a c r i t i c a l  day a t  h i s  
workplace. There has t o  be a shuf f l ing  of 
schedules because he works on a t e l e v i s i  
ion show & the re  i s  a deadl ine .  

The t e s t s  f o r  kidney in fec t ion  come i n  
negative.  I t  was j u s t  t h e  f l u & d i d n t t  ev- 
en resemble a kidney in fec t ion .  

Yes indeed: doctors  have t o  s t o p  being 
considered gods. God is  not bigotedEGod 
does not consider h i s  time more important 
than h i s  p a t i e n t s .  

By DORA SANDERS 

my grandparents never drank & n e i t h e r  d i d  
t h e i r  pa ren t s  before them. I t ' s  time f q r  
t h i s  bad cycle  t o  end, throughout a l l  of 
our Native population. I t  took one t o  ge t  
t h i s  goofy fee l ing ,  then many followed. 
So t h e  s t o r y  begins, : i i t h .  you. Thanks ! ! 

Smallwood announced t h a t  t h e  number of 
people on welfare is  increas ing dramatic- 
a l l y .  This is  because f r e e  t r ade  is  send- 
ing jobs south,  because t h e  feds  have cut  
back UI, because technology i s  replacing ' 

jobs, because of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t - r a t e  po l i -  
cy t h a t  causes massive unemployment. 

And, a f t e r  t h e  feds  introduce so many 
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  throw people onto welfare, 
they have the  g a l l  t o  c u t  back on the  am- 
ount of money t h a t  they pay t o  provinces 
f o r  welfare.  

How i s  t h e  media responding t o  t h i s ?  
Many of them a r e  blaming Smallwood, saying 

' 
t h a t  g e t t i n g  welfare is  too easy. In f a c t ,  
g e t t i n g  welfare is never easy. Surviving 
on welfare,  a t  ha l f  t h e  poverty l i n e ,  i s  
never easy e i t h e r .  

A s  ant i -pover ty  a c t i v i s t s ,  we have been 
asking Smallwood t o  make many of t h e  chan- 
ges she has made: increas ing the  a s s e t  l e v  
e l ,  increas ing earnings exemptions, expand 
ing the  Community Volunteer P r o g r a ~  making 
t r a i n i n g  & u n i v e r s i t y  ava i l ab le  f o r  more 
people, stopping forced employment f o r  
s ing le  parents ,  funding groups t o  do advo- 
cacy 4 work f o r  change. We have asked f o r  
a l o t  more too - increas ing welfare t o  the  
poverty l i n e  & minimum wage t o  $9.05/hr, 
more energy i n  f i g h t i n g  aga ins t  t h e  f r e e  
t r ade  deals .  But when Smallwood i s  c r i t i z -  
ed f o r  doing what we have asked he r  t o  do, 
we must defend her .  This doesn' t  mean t h a t  
we shouldn' t  keep working f o r  welfare a t  
the  poverty l i n e .  We d e f i n i t e l y  should. 
But we must a l s o  defend t h e  smaller  gains  
we've made through Smallwood's ac t ions .  

I f  your l o c a l  paper i s  a t tacking Small- 
wood, w r i t e  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  & defend the  
small gains  we have made. Blame the  feds  
f o r  t h e  increase  i n  welfare caseloads. 1 
They a r e  responsiblk.  

(The following e d i t o r i a l  appears i n  End 
Legis la ted  - Poverty 's  Action Line - ex.) 

Smallwood Attacked Unfairly 

While ELP would be t h e  l a s t  group t o  say 
t h a t  Joan Smallwood o r  t h e  NDP g o v l t  i s  

By MARGARET PREVOST pe r fec t ,  the  recent  a t t a c k s  on Socia l  Ser- 
v i c e s  Minis ter  Joan Smallwood a r e  unfa i r .  



ac t ions  oppress me, t h a t  I q l l  be h i t ,  o r  
yel led  a t ,  o r  s i lenced,  

So the  boardqs  pol icy  e f fec t ive ly  elim- 
l ina tes  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  f o r  me a t  the  Car- 

I 
- - 

WHY ARE SEPARATE SPACES IMPORTANT? negie Centre. And I have t o  go elsewhere, 
t o  f ind t h i s  space. O r  I  don ' t  net t h i s  

The board" decis ion a l s o  a l ludes  t o  
looking a t  how power r e l a t i o n s  a r e  played 

i n  socie ty .  A s  a  woman E a s  a  lesbian,  
I understand t h e  need t o  have separa te  
spaces. I l i v e  i n  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  p r i v i l e g -  
es pat r iarchy,  racism G heterosexism. EVA 
eryday I am confronted with a  c u l t u r e  t h a t  
denies, erases  E e x p l o i t s  my i d e n t i t y .  I 
need space t o  heal, t o  ce lebra te  my ident-  
i t y .  I!'find these  spaces mostly i n  women 
only E lesbian only groups. I t  i s  i n  these  
separated groups t h a t  I am a b l e  t o  open ug 
expose my f e a r s  E share  my c o l l e c t i v e  ex- 
periences with o t h e r  women~othkc.rlesbhans 
I don' t  have t o  worry about someone hat ing 

. me f o r  what I  say about these  experiences;-have 
a f r a i d  t h a t  i f  I  say t h e  "wrong thing" 6 
hur t  someone's f ee l ings  about how t h e i r  

., 
space, becauseL o the r s  do not want me t o  
have it. And so  do many others .  

What we a r e  asking f o r  i s  f o r  you t o  ac- 
knowledge t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  times when we 
need t o  "get awayt1 from o u t s i d e r s t  voices,  
so  t h a t  we can be c l e a r  aboutoumdechiions 
f o r  our l i v e s .  Functioning a s  a  board of 
d i r e c t o r s ,  t h e  equivalent  f o r  you could 
be "in-camera" sess ions ,  when you exclude 
members of the  Carnegie community t o  make 
decis ions  'about your business ' .  

We, a s  members of t h e  Carnegie communitx 
cen t re ,  a r e  asking f o r  the  same. We want 
some space where we can ga the r  a s  spec i f i -  
c a l l y  in te res ted  groups ... where we can 

some breathing space from t h e  i n s t i t -  
u t ions  E people who a r e  always l e t t i n g  us 
know what they would l i k e  u s  t o  do. 



A s o l d i e r ' s  game 

I was t r a i n e d  t o  f igh t  and war 
It is no game t o  me 
To end t h e  th ing  you have t o  s ing  
Hurrah f o r  Victory. 

The problem of a s o l d i e r  
is l e t t i n g  go of s k i l l s  
t h a t  make i t  hard 
t o  c l e a r  conscience 
and master w i t h  a w i l l .  

The games can be  a - fea r fu l  
one's  always choosing s i d e s  
and s tuck on l e f t  
you can ' t  move r i g h t  
'ti1 someone e l s e  decides.  

My thought is overlooking 
l az iness  and a queer 
your strangeness a i n ' t  too  hard 
f o r  me t o  make you disappear.  

Ron Carten 

Time, momentary; 
Occupies no space. 
Events happenstance \ 
Are a l l  a const ruct  
An uncontrolled universe 
A carousel i n  
God's Amusement Park 
Tickets  a dime a dozen 
Given h e r e d i t a r i l y  
unasked. .perhaps unwanted 
Ye a r e  a l l  l o s t  
I?(yvkrwg in thq  cpsmos 
A voyage round 6 round 
With re t rograde motion. 

T ,  Eewis 

Three Students Speak Out ---------------- ------- 
SAFETY IN THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

CHARLENE J. DAY : 
I am wri t ing t o  t e l l  you hbw Ilfeel  about 

the  Downtown Easts ide  a r e a  where I l i v e .  
The crime here is  very high. There a re  a 

l o t  of break-ins E robberies.  I 've  experi- 
enced t h i s  myself. My home was broken i n t o  I 
E damaged badly. Luckily th ings  were put 
back toge the r  E nothing was s to len .  Next 
time, I might not  g e t  so lucky! 

Everyday when I walk down Hastings S t . ,  
t he re  a r e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h a t  my 19-month-old 
son has t o  s e e  s e l l i n g  themselves. 

I f  not t h a t ,  people ask me if I want t o  
buy drugs. 

When I go home at n igh t  from school, 
the re  a r e  drunk people who t r y  t o  t a l k  t o  
me o r  ask me f o r  change. There i s n ' t  much 
l i g h t i n g  E I . f ee l  nervous t h a t  someone 
might follow me home. 

A,lot of  ba r s  a r e  crammed together.  Peo- 
p l e  get  drunk, hang around E get  i n t o  
f i g h t s  o r  f a l l  a l l  over  o thers .  Thesa:khnds 
of people make a mess of our c i t y  o r  make 
it unsafe. 

The suggestions 1 would l i k e  t o  make in- 
clude more l i g h t i n g  on t h e  s t r e e t s  t o  pre- 
vent so many break-ins o r  accidents;  more 
po l i ce  on p a t r o l  on t h e  s t r e e t s  so  people 
would f e e l  s a f e r  E ensure people who need 
help  w i l l  g e t  t h a t  help,  such a s  detox o r  
a home. 

I also n o t i c e  a l o t  of  oondos a r e  being 
b u i l t  around here. Theyf re r e a l l y  expens- Z 
ive  E a l o t  of  people hex,e w i l l  never l i v e  
i n  them. Soon t h e r e  won't be any low r i s e s  
f o r  people with low incomes. 

I hope you th ink about my l e t t e r  and 
understand how I f e e l .  

LEE MARTIN: 
The underlying degeneration o r  urban de- 

cay of t h i s  a rea  i s  an i n d i r e c t  4 d i r e c t  
r e s u l t  of drug E alcohol abuse E'the e f f -  
e c t s  thereof.  What can t h e  Ci ty  do? 



p a i n 1  N1 
simp e- .-.-m I 

I 

Here a r e  some suggestions: Open up g o v t t  .-- - 

detoxif ica t ion centres .  Present g o v D t  de t -  
i n  t h e  a rea  is  0. Some people have 

died because they were turned away from 
the  present  fu l l -up  detoxes (50 beds).  

s ince  Riverview is  being phased out 
(3000 beds a r e  down t o  800) the re  i s  an i n  
f lux i n t o  the  a r e a  of people with mental 
i l l n e s s e s .  The present  halfway houses such las Triage, Lookout & Victory House a r e  an 
inadequate resource. 

A prac t i ce  t h a t  was e f f e c t i v e  i n  Toronto 
t o  curb drug deal ing was t h e  use of unif -  
ormed po l i ce  p a t r o l s  walking t h e  beat  on 
every block. I P d  Like t o  see  a cop i n  Pig- 
eon Park a t  a l l  times. 

A l o t  of the -an t i - soc ia l  a c t i v i t y  around 
here is funded by p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Let ' s  inc- 
orporate a "shame t h e  Johnst1 program, l i k e  
the  one t h a t  was successful  i n  cleaning up 
Davie S t r e e t .  

A g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  of the a r e a  i s  taking 
place a s  the  upper income c l a s s e s  move in- 
t o  the  Downtown Eastside.  Al l ' thesexhanges  
a re  inev i t ab le  so  let's ge t  busy Ci ty  Hall! 

The s a f e t y  of the  downtown e a s t s i d e  has 
grown s t e a d i l y  worse 6 w i l l  continue t o  dc 
so unless  we t ake  s t e p s  now t o  ensure a 
b r igh te r  f u t u r e .  Anyone who has spent any 
time a t  a l l  i n  t h e  a r e a  sees  t h e  degree t c  
which crime & vice  have run rampant. This 
area  obviously requ i res  a development plar  
of some k ind tocfea teasafe renv i ronment .  

To improve some of these  problems I sug- 
ges t  the  following: The Ci ty  must ensure 
adequate, s a f e  housing is  ava i l ab le  f o r  the 
e lde r ly  & re leased mental p a t i e n t s ;  inc-  
rease pol ice  p a t r o l s  i n  t h e  area, with. more 
bicycle po l i ce  t o  ensure t h e  s a f e t y  of 
everyone. 

I t  should a l s o  be s a i d  here t h a t  t h e  poE 
ice ,  ac t ing  alone, w i l l  have a very d i f f i -  
c u l t  time i n  deal ing with the  esca la t ing  
crime s i t u a t i o n .  In order  t o  ensure succe 
ess  every c i t i z e n  must g e t  involved, toge t  
her  with t h e  pol ice .  I f  we work toge the r  

,we  stand a much g r e a t e r  chance of  e s t a b l -  
' i sh ing a s a f e  heal thy community. 
& ) ) I : ~ , : : : ~  II I', 3, ..' \ \ X ~ ~ W ' I : & J " ' I I & ' I Y ( ~  

Renovation 4 g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  a l s o  play a 
primary r o l e  with respect  t o  hea l th  & s a f e  
t y  i n  a f u t u r e  Downtown Eastside.  

Development & g r o w t h i n t h b  f u t u r e  depend 
g r e a t l y  on a renewed i n t e r e s t  6 se r ious  in- 
vestment i n  t h i s  area.  Without an inves t -  
ment plan, t h i s  neighbourhood, l i k e  many 
others ,  i s  doomed t o  s tagnat ion.  

There a r e  good examples i n  t h i s  a rea  
t h a t  Lead us t o  bel ieve  the re  i s  hope f o r  
the  fu tu re .  Four S i s t e r s  & Columbia House 
a r e  two f i n e  examples G must be kept i n  mind. 

TERRY MONROE: 
In t h e  Downtown Easts ide ,  the  e l d e r l y  

l i v e  a t  subsis tance  l e v e l .  With e a s t s i d e  
s t r e e t s  teeming with dope dea le r s  &hookers, 
punk teenagers learning about substance 
abuse & evic ted  mental p a t i e n t s ,  o u r , s e n i -  
o r s  have no t r u l y  s a f e  p lace  here.  Down- 
town Eastside s t r e e t s  b u s t l e  duringtiheday 
but a t  n ight  a r e  taken over by cr iminals  i?, 

i d l e r s  waiting f o r  an easy opportunity o r  
atidemented t h r i l l .  A l l  t oo  o f t en  a sen io r  
c i t i z e n  is a victim. 

Imprivements t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  environment 
of the  Downtown Easts ide  a r e  needed. I t s s  
time f o r  Ci ty  Mall t o  a c t  f i rmly  Ereclaim 
t h i s  a rea  from t h e  element t h a t  r u l e s  bhe 
night .  Much b e t t e r  l i g h t i n g  on a l l  commer- 
c i a l  s t r e e t s  is paramount. A more v i s i b l e  
pol ice  presence E increased p a t r o l l i n g  of 
a l l e y s  i s  needed. Community members could 
volunteer a s  e s c o r t s  f o r  those  most l i k e l y  
t o  become t a r g e t s .  For years  Vancouverites 
have chosen t o  ignore the  problem i n  t h e  
Downtown Eastside;  now, when the  cr iminals  
a r e  g e t t i n g  braver E t h e  population of in-  
nocent G honest people grows, i s  t h e  time 
t o  a c t .  L e t t s  not  wait f o r  the  t i d e  of v i e  
lence t o  become epidemic. We should rec- 
laim the  most h i s t o r i c p a r t  of Vancouver. 

(Carnegie Learning Centre - Socia l  Studies  
11 c lass ;  Constance Brllssenden, Ins t ruc to r )  



Cash 6 Carry 

I t ' s  too bad the  p o l i t i c i a n s  of the1 .best  
country i n  t h e  world w i l l  not l i s t e n  t o  
the  common fo lk .  A s  f a r  a s  I and see.:every 
damn one of them wants t o  l i v e  the  l i f e  
of the  r i c h  E famous. 

They a r e  always looking f o r  more E bet-  

$500 a month E threw it i n  t h e  k i t t y  then 
they'd say t o  u s  "Look what we've done 

James Roadknight 

OF 1,000 PEOPLE 
If the  world were a v i l l a g e  of 1,000peo- 

p le ,  i t  would include:  
584 Asians 
124 Africans 
95 East and West Europeans 
84 Latin Americans 
55 Sovie ts  ( including f o r  t h e  moment L i -  

thuanians, Latvians, Estonians, and 
o the r  na t iona l  groups) 

52 North Americans ' 
6 Austral ians & New Zealanders 

The people of t h e  v i l l a g e  have consider- 
able  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  communiiating: 

165 people speak Mandarin 
86 English 
83 Hindu/Urdu 
64 Spanish 
58 Russian 
37 Arabic 

.-That l is t  accounts f o r  the  mother tong- 
ues of only ha l f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  The o the r  
ha l f  speak ( in  descending order  of frequ- 
ency) Bengali, Portugese, 'Indonesian, Jap- 
anese, German, French 4 '200otherlanguages.  

In t h i s  v i l l a g e  of 4000 the re  are :  
329 Chr i s t i ans  (among them 187 Catholics,  

84 ProtCstants,  31 Orthodox) 
178 Moslems 
167 "Nonreligious" , 
132 Hindus 
60 Buddhists 
45 Athe i s t s  
3 Jews 

86 a l l  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  
2 

One t h i r d  (330) of t h e  I,OOOpeople i n t h e  
world v i l l a g e  a r e  chi ldren & only 60 a r e  
over t h e  age of 65. Half t h e  chi ldren a r e  
immunized aga ins t  preventable in fec t ious  
d i seases  such a s  measles & pol io .  

J u s t  under h a l f  of t h e  married women i n  
the  v i l l a g e  have access t o  & use modern 
contracept ives  . 

The f i r s t  year  28 babies  a r e  born. That 
year 10 people d ie ,  3 of  them f o r  lack of  
food, 1 from cancer; 2 of the  deaths a r e  
of babies  born within t h e  year. One person 
of  t h e  4000 i n  . the  v i l l a g e  fs:s-inEdcted,'with 
t h e  H I V  v i r u s ;  t h a t  person most l i k e l y  has 
notyetdevelopedaful l ,b lowncaseof  AIDS. 



with the  28 b i r t h s  6 10 deaths ,  v i l l a g e  
population i n  t h e  2nd year is  l,'018. 

In t h i s  thousand-person community, 200 
people receive  75% of t h e  income; another 
ZQQ receive  only 2% of t h e  income. 

only  70 people of t h e  l, 000 own an auto- 
mobile (although some of the  70 own more 
than one automobile). 

 bout one-third hdve access t o  c lean,  
safe drinking water. 

of t h e  670 a d u l t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  hal f  
a re  i l l i t e r a t e .  

The v i l l a g e  has 6 acres  of land p e r  per-  
son, 4 000 ac res  i n  a l l ,  of which: 

700acres  a r e  cropland 
$400 ac res  pas tu re  
$900 ac res  woodland 
2,000acres dese r t ,  tundra,  pavement and 

o t h e r  wasteland 

The woodland is  dedl in ing rap id ly ;  t h e  
wasteland increas ing.  The o t h e r  land cate-  
gor ies  a r e  roughly s t a b l e .  

' The v i l l a g e  a l l o c a t e s  83% of  i t s  f e r t i l -  
i z e r  t o  40% of  i ts  cropland - t h a t  owned 
by the  r i c h e s t  4 best-fed 270 people. Ex- 
cess f e r t i l E z e r  running off  t h i s  land 
causes po l lu t ion  i n  lakes  & wells .  The re-  

- 

grain  y i e l d  on tha t - l and  is one t h i r d  the  
harvest  ach ievedby the  r i c h e ~  v i l l a g e r s .  

In t h e  v i l l a g e  of / 000 people the re  a r e :  
5 s o l d i e r s  
7 teachers  
1 doctor 
3 refugees d r iven  from t h e i r  homes by 

war o r  drought 

The v i l l a g e  has a t o t a l  budget eachltyear, 
public E pr iva te ,  of  over $3 mil l ion - 
$3,000per person i f  i t  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  even- 
l y  (which, we have a l ready seen, it i s n q  t ) .  

Of the  t o t a l  $3 mil l ion:  
"$18T;000 goes to-weapons 6 ivarfare 

$159,000 f o r  educatron 
$132,000 f o r  hea l th  ca re  

The v i l l a g e  has buried beneath it enough 
explosive power i n  nuclear  weapons t o  blow 
i t s e l f  t o  smithereens many t imes over. 
These weapons a r e  under t h e  c o n t r o l o f  j u s t  
100 of t h e  people. The o t h e r  900peopleare  
watching them with g rea t  anxiety, wondering 
i f  they can l ea rn  t o  g e t  along together ;  6 
i f  they do, whether they might s e t  o f f  t h e  
weapons accrdent ly  through i n a t t e n t i o n  o r  
technical  bungling; 5 if they ever declde 
t o  dismantle t h e  weapons, where i n  t h e  
world v i l l a g e  they would dispose of the  
dangerous ~ a d f o a c t i v e  mate r i a l s  of  which 



CARTOON CANADA : 

Turning t h e  o ld  Ear th ' s  weathered head, 
I am alone on t h i s  beach with you. - -  

You t r y  t o  f i l l  i n  government forms 
while t h e  l i t t l e  boxes keep changing. 

A s  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  eag le ' s  nes t  
touches your hea r t  with i n v i s i b l e  f ingers  
you t r y  t o  get funded & obey t h e  
p o l i t e  sit-com laws of s o c i a l  existence.  

Gathering s tones  together  t o  a s s i s t  
your e lec ted  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e i r  
at tempts t o  c r e a t e  Canadian cartoons 
out of t h i s  endless mystery. 

The Board of Education cons t ruc t s  your 
mask of mental progress 

jl Before mom & dad made you i n t o  4 
Canadian cartoons t h e r e  was t h e  4 

! 
old  woman who ra i sed  t h i s  garden 
& t h e  o l d  man who conceived i t .  

Together they painted a perfect  l i n e  
- t h e  s p i r a l  from a s i n g l e  hand no 
human a r t i s t  could improve upon. 
They dropped these  c r y s t a l  worlds 
i n t o  t h i s  c rad le  of s o l i d  rock. 

Before mom & dad made you be 
Canadian cartoons t h e r e  was a 
mystery . Your government achieves 
progress by des t roying i t .  

Throwing your l i f e  away l i k e  your mom & 
dad you joke about it afterwards 
& absent-mindedly examine a 
cartoon b ra in  t h a t  was yours once. 

# 

TWENTY PLACES AT ONCE 

If I could be a l l  t h e r e  
These days I r e a l i z e  i n  
The middle of an a c t i o n  
I want t o  th ink  about it. 
a pause 
And jump over a l l  the  th ings  
That ever were before 
r e f l e c t  
one is never young fo rever  

wj t  

You laugh a t  them & put an end 
t o  t h i s  s t u p i d i t y .  TORA 

I 

Dear Nicky, 
You don' t mind i f  I c a l l  you Nicky one ' 

l a s t  time, do you? No, I know you won't 
mind. After  a l l ,  we were so c lose  f o r  such - 
a long time. I thought I was f in i shed  with I{ 

you Nicky, but I need t o  t e l l  you how I ' v e  
f e l t  about you over t h e  pas t  few)gears*even ! 
though I haven't been with you f o r  awhile. 1 
I 've  got  some unfinished business with you 

I c a n ' t  be l ieve  t h a t  I ' m  s i t t i n g  here 
crying a s  I wr i t e  t h i s  l e t t e r .  l I1d  thought 
I ' d  be over you by now. I ' m  not.Sometimes, 
I s t i l l  want you. I know when you're iin-the 
same roan with me; I can smell you c lose  
by. There a r e  times, thank God not o f t en  
anymore, when I remember our good times tc- 
gether.  When I s e e  you with someone e l se . .  
I remember. 

I was s o  young when Imatyou+ only:.twelve 
years  o ld .  We were good f r i e n d s  then. I 
could be with you whenever I wanted but I 
d i d n ' t  have t o  be with you. You helped me 
f e e l  grown up. We weren't together  very 05- 
t e n  back then, but I always knew you'd be 
the re  f o r  me when I needed you. 

I t r i e d  t o  l i v e  without you f o r  a few 
years.  Yes, we met again when I worked f o r  
my aunt a t  the  insurance company,,remember? 
She reintroduced you t o  me. We d idn ' t  C k 1 1  
he r  we'd met before.  



7 
~t was such a c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  we dev- 

eloped i n  a shor t  time. You were back E a l -  
ways the re  f o r  me. I could count on you. 
you were what I %eededll. When I was down 
you brought me up. When I was up you calm- 
ed me down. You helped me re lax .  I thought  
m u  were the  bes t !  You were always with m e  
J - 
I wouldn't go anywhere without you. But, I 
f e l t  I had a choice back then. When did i t  
change? I don' t remember when it a l l  went bad. 

J had t o  be wiOh you. I t  seemed l i k e  I 
%had t o  be with you a l l  t h e  time. You want- 

61 
11s ed t o  be with me more more. I couldn' t  2 get  away. I t r i e d .  .but  I couldn ' t .  You know 
"'how many times I t r i e d .  And then you d id  

something ... something t h a t  hur t  me so much 
I couldn' t  be l ieve  you did  it. You k i l l e d  
my f a t h e r .  He was only 54 years o ld  E you 
k i l l e d  him. 1 know you did! 1 watched him 
d ie .  He struggled t o  inhale  oxygen through 
a nasal  cannula while he weakly sa id ,  "Do 

Y not do it Gail." He knew where I was going 
' -each time I l e f t  h i s  room. He knew I was 

;going t o  be with you. He t r i e d .  .he t r i e d  
$$ t o  t e l l  me but I wouldn't l i s t e n .  I could- 

. $ j I n t t  l i s t e n !  I nee ed you 50 much! And w p n  
2. he died I defende you, Nlcky. I watche 

16 -- 
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i ,. ' YOU Suffocate my f a t h e r  & I s t i l l  defendec 
$4 you. You l i e d  t o  me! You betrayed me! But 

A -  i~sl I sti l l  came back t o  you. I t o l d p e o p l e  
71 ~ 5 2  t h a t  you didn' t k i l l  my fa the r .  Not you.. . 

urn: -" not you; you wouldn't do t h a t !  
Nicky, I went out  i n  the  middle of  the  

night  o t  be with you. Final ly ,  on Dec.28th 
a t  1 p.m., I crushed you i n  my hand. I 
smothered you! 

Nicky, I went out  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
n ight  o t  be with you. I drove on i c e  & snow 
t o  be wibh you. I took money from my kids '  
piggybanks t o  be wihh you. Whateveriit took 
Nicky! I loved you! And, I hated you! And, 
I hated me. I prayed every night  t h a t  I ' d  
s top wanting you, but it d idn ' t  work. I 
always wanted you ! 

Oh, it took me a long time t o  l e t  go of 
you. Final ly ,  on December 28th a t  1:00 pm, 
I crushed y iu  i n  my hand. I smothered you!. 
I t  s t i l l  wasn't over though. I was l i k e  a 
maniac f o r  a long time. I thought I was , 
going crazy. I stayed on the  couch i n  my I 

l i v i n g  room f o r  a week, cur led  u i n  a 
a N y2~51p+2 .,E i 

- 
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f e t a l  pos i t ion.  After  the  f i r s t  week, I 
thought i f  I wasn't f e e l i n g  b e t t e r  soon, 
t h a t  I 'd  r a t h e r  d i e  than be without you. 

I went t o  the  s t o r e  t o  buy m i l k  one day,/? 
E the re  you were, waiting f o r  me with open 
arms a t  the  checkout counter. I prayeditlike 
I never prayed before.  I couldn' t  even get  
through a prayer,  Nicky! A l l  I could say 
was "God, grant  me the  se ren t iy  ... Godgrant 
metheserenity..Oh God..I1m not going t o  
make it. .please,  God, g e t  me through the  
next 5 minutes. I! k 

Nicky, I went through h e l l  f o r  so..long. 6! 
I c o u l d n ' t  think.  I c o u l d n ' t  answer the  '- 

telephone. I couldnl t concentrate.  I c o u l ~ & ~  
n l t  s l eep  through the  night .  I thought 1 ' d Z  
l o s t  a l l  my c r e a t i v i t y .  I thought I was cPs 
los ing my mind. I thought you were the  on-!Z 
l y  one who could make it b e t t e r .  I needed 4 
you! You helped me out so many times. You 
helped me f e e l  comfortable around o the r  >-', 
people. I had t o  l ea rn  how t o  do it on my :$ 
own. I d i d n ' t  th ink I could do it. I t  took;, 

0)  a long time. I was so angry without you! u a  

And.. .I was s o  sad without you. 1 was a l -  '1' 
ways crying, Nicky. I couldn't breathe.  I 
thought my hear t  was going t o  burs t .  I was , 
so scared without,you ... so  scared.  

I had t o  l ea rn  how t o  l i v e  without you, 
Nicky, E I have learned. You messed with 
my body E soul f o r  such a long time, but 
. . . no more Nicky, Today, I cLoose . l i f e ,  - -, ..... 
life- people don ' t  know how good you 
a re  a t  messing with t h e i r  heads, but  I 
know. I know how dangerous you a r e .  I was 

I 
so  numb when I was with you. I know who I 
am now, Nicky. And, one more t h i n e . . I  know 
you're messing with my kid.  I was so sad 
when I saw her with you. And, I was angry. 
Damn you! She's j u s t  a kid! 

I t o l d  he r  about you, Nicky. She knows. 
I pray t h a t  her Higher Power leads  her 
away from you. 

4 - 
So Nicky, t h i s  is  good-bye. One l a s t  8,'; 

good-bye. We've been through a l o t  togeth-&! 
e r  but no more. I t ' s  over. I don ' t  want to1?4 
be with you ever again. I l i k e  who I am '3 
without you, E I ' v e  found o the r s  who know 

9' 

about They help me remember how it 
r e a l l y  was when I was with you. You were I%,, ' 
my best  f r i end  4 my worst enemy. Without :78%. ba 

r eg re t s ,  good-bye Nicky. 1% 

T? Gail H.  nice 6 
I- ......... : ,.:. ;.::...:::. ~-. 'I ,. 

) ''.__... ...... _,_._.,. 4 .. ,&,,,%, 'e. 



A WARNING OF WORDS Garry Gust 

You can see it uptown and down here 
in the DEside, neatly printed on 
skyscraper walls and post boxes: 

"GO HOME1'. 
It makes you laugh inside trying to 
figure out what the phrase implies 
(should I turn around & go back to 
my apartment!) 

It brings to memory the "Jesus saves" 
graffiti of a few years ago, or the 
fifties when "Yankee Go Home" was a 
popular slogan in the old countries. 

But it seems likely, especially 
after watching the "Hongcouver" seg- 
ment of the CBS Sixty Minutes show 
last month, that some fruitcake(s1 
is aiming his venom at the people of 
Hong Kong who are choosing Vancouver 
as a place to escape the communist 
take over of their homeland in 1997 .  

If this is the case, the only com- 
forting thing I could say to the 
author(s) of the Go Home campaign is 
-now you know how the Indians felt. 

I've been fortunate enough to have 
made friends with individuals from 
Hong Kong, and I still marvel at 
their sense of hospitality, their 
pragmatic work ethic, and their depth 
of understanding the worldwide human 
condition. 

Between now and 1997  there will be 
great waves of these people searching 
for a new home in the Americas and 

Great Britain. Most of those who 
come to BC will be in traditional 
family units and will have the finan- 

/ cial means to be self-sustaining. 
' For cerain, there will be a cultural 
shock, for them and us, but I feel in 
my bones that our American societies 
need a fresh influence to put us back 
on the track that leads to the 
human quality of achieving the 
ultimate utopia. 

Editor (Vancouver Sun), 

It was great to see Robert Sarti's art- 
icle on Eleanor Kelly, the Librarian at 
the Carnegie Branch, Main & Hastings. She 
is an incredible person; she doesn't pass 
judgement or turn her nose up, making our 
library one of the best-used in the city. 
Almost all other librarians, faced with a 
high incidence of unreturned material, 
would grumble, complain, demand fines or 
just write the loss off to the "bums.IWot 
Eleanor. She simply takes it in stride, 
looks beneath the surface, gets an under- 
standing of 'why' 6 goes out to talk to - people. So simple 6 so effective. 
I hope someone will put the article & 

maybe this letter in front of the Vancou- 
ver Public Library brass & the union rep- 
resenting their staff. If Eleanor's name 
comes up for some kind of mandatory tran- 
sfer there's gonna be a war! 

PaulR Taylor, Editor, 
Carnegie Newsletter. 



DARKNESS 

Turn o f f  a l l  the  l i g h t s ,  blow out a l l  the  candles 
Where is the  cen t re  of darkness, came out!  
You a r e  e v i l  qnd peace when in  so l i tude  
Darkness is  where we s leep,  where we're bui5ed 
There's an ominous re laxing sensation;  we usual ly  make love here 
S t re tch  thoughts of philosophical  des t iny  and e t e r n i t y  r i d d l e  
Darkness 
Conception - the  miracle e x i s t s  i n  r e a l i s t i c  Darkness 
Microscopes and te lescopes  magnify Darkness 
Humanity infa tuated with the  unknown 
Leaving the  g rea tes t  minds i n  Darkness 
In the  darkes t  f o r e s t s  o r  the  deepest darkest  waters 
We s t a r e ,  s t r a i n i n g  t o  see,  always searching 
To hunt f o r  the  source, secure, understand, co-ordinate 
Mystery, i l l u s i o n ,  magic, suspense, depth, 
Soar i n  multi-geometric shapes and p a t t e r n s  i n v i s i b l y  
We grow from youth t o  f e a r  Darkness 
That i t s  gentleness i s  t e r r o r ,  depression, gloom dread 
Blood, e v i l ,  murder, in tense  horror ,  trembling 
Satan whiteman's wi tchcraf t ,  the  macabre, goa t ' s  head 
Cockroach in fes ted  conceptions, misconceptions, poor Darkness 
I t  i s  taught t h a t  ghosts and zombies enjoy Darkness 
That t h e  insane a r e  drowning p i t i f u l l y  i n  Darkness 
Yet the re  is  no energy t h a t  s t imulates  a l l  corners of emotion 
Imagination, s e n s i t i v i t y ,  a l e r t n e s s  and awareness 
Than p i t c h  black Darkness - sweet l i k e  black l i c o r i c e  
These days Darkness is  my chum, my comrade i n  arms 
Helps me grow, l ea rn  t o  accept the  bes t  and t h e  worst 
Anarchy, music, poetry,  my existence i n  Darkness 
I f e e l  i t  rub agains t  me, a s  a breeze o r  a blanket  
Hiding and being myself i n  Darkness 
I'm enlightened Steve Rose 

- - - - - - - 
Sexual Harassment is  a term t h a t  you of- 

ten  hear these  days. Here a t  Carne~ ie .  with 
so  many people coming i n t o  the  buiiding,  
we sometimes deal  with a l l ega t ions  of sex- 
ual  harassment. 

To help  us b e t t e r  understand t h i s  i s sue  
Susan OIDonnell, from the  BC Human Rights 
Coali t  ion, ill1 be::giving a workshop f o r  
any in te res ted  patrons,  volunteers o r  s taf f .  

The Sexual Harassment workshop w i l l  take 
place on May 6th from 2-4 pm i n  the  second 
f l o o r  lounge. Please note t h a t ,  t o  make 
the workshop more e f fec t ive ,  we ' l l  be l i m -  
i t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t o  a maximum of  25 peo- 
p le .  I f  we need t o  we ' l l  put on another 
workshop t o  accomodate anyone who cannot 
a t tend t h i s  one, 



 he c a l l  is  t o  have governments the  r i g h t s  of women. 

Please r a t e  your agreement with the  following statements ( c i r c l e  one): 
'1' Strongly Agree. ' 2 '  Agree. '3 '  Don't know/Not su re .  '4 '  Disagree. 

' 5 '  Strongly Disagree. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  comprehensive hea l th  care  coverage including 
pregnancy and abort ion services .  

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  e f f e c t i v e  protect ion agains t  sexual harassment 
in t h e  workplace, schools and s t r e e t .  

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  federa l  funding f o r  research on women and t o  
equal protect ion i n  programs t h a t  t e s t  new the rap ies  and drugs. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  equa l i ty  i n  t h e  workplace including h i r ing ,  
promotian, wage and benef i t  decisions.  

1 2 3 4 5 Women, and men who a r e  fu l l t ime  care takers  of chi ldren,  a r e  e n t i t l e d  
t o  earn soc ia l  insurance benef i t s  f o r  t h e  unpaid work they do i n  
r a i s i n g  chi ldren and maintaining households. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  have a l l  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  reviewed t o  ass-  
u re  t h a t  i t  w i l l  not operate i n  a gender-biased way. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  have schools t h a t  s t r e s s  equa l i ty  between men 
and women, including the  message t h a t  physical  violence i n  the  
family i s  unacceptable. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a re  e n t i t l e d  t o  non-sexist educational  job- t ra in ing and 
development programs. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  af fordable  daycare programs i n  t h e i r  workplace 
and communities. 

1 2 3 4 5 woken a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o *  equal representa t ion a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of 
government. 

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  sex education programs which v a l i d a t e  the  div- 
e r s i t y  of women's sexua l i ty  and teach respect  f o r  women's sexual 
i n t e g r i t y  and heal th .  

1 2 3 4 5 Lesbian and gay pa r tne r s  should be e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  spouse fi family 
benef i t s  and t o  adopt chi ldren.  

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  an equal voice i n  environmental po l i cy  
decisions.  

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  an equal voice i n  foreign pol icy  decisions.  

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  federa l  p ro tec t ion  agains t  a t t a c k s  of f a c i l i -  
t i e s  t h a t  provide abort ions.  

1 2 3 4 5 Women a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a federa l  campaign agains t  gender-biased v i o l -  
ence, comparable t o  the  campaign aga ins t  smoking. 



'L)O\VNTO\VN STD C l i n i c  - Monday through IZr iday ,  !lam - 5pm. 
EASTSIDE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC - Clon, Wed, F r i d a y :  5:  30-7: 3Opm. 

YOU'TII NEEDLE EXCiIANCE - 221 Chin;  e v e r y  d a y  9am - Spa. 
ACTIVITIES Needle  Excharlge Van - on t h e  s t r e e t  Mon-Sat e v c r ~ i n g s .  

SOCIETY N.A. mee t s  e v e r y  Monday n i g h t  a t  2 2 3  Main S t r e e t .  

Out- to-Lunch B u n c h l n e e t s d n i l y  a t  5 9 P o w e l l ,  10-2:.30. 

1992 DONATIONS: Cement E1aso1is-$100 
Keith C .  -$2O Paula R.  -$2O 
Nancy w.-$100 Colleen E.-$25 NliXT ISSUE 

Luba P . -$lo S t u a r t  M.-$50 
Robert -$I0 CEEDS -$50 
Rotary Club o f  Chinatown -$767.  IS 
Four S i s t e r s  Co-op -$SO0 Joyce M.-$10 
DERA - $500 The Old S a i l o r  - $ 4 O  Tom-$5 
Legal Se rv i ce s  - t950 PLURA -$a00 
llate1M.-$25 E t i enne5 . -$100  
Cec i l e  C.-$20 Fores t  Lawn -$25 B i l l  T.-$20 
Yvonne C.-$10 Roberts ALC -430 Jean F.-$15 
Er i c  E.-$10 Smitliers S.S.-$45 Ken-$5 TIIE NCWSLETTCR IS A PUBLICATION OF n~e 
FAWS - $ 5 5  Mary G . ~ $ 2 5  Wm.O.-$20 Joy T.$20 CARNEGIE COICNNI.TI C E N ~ R E  ASSKI AT ION. 
Anonymous -$I8 George Y .-$20 Articles  represent t h e  v iews  of I n d l v l J u ~ l  

Bert T.-$10 
contr ibutors  and not of t h e  Associrtion. 

John K.-$50 
Pam F.-$20 Wayne -$2.50 
The K e t t l e  -$16 Lisa E.-$10 

N E E D  HELP ? 
The Downtown Eas ts lde  Residents' Association 
can h e l p  you wlth: 

any wel fare  problem 
* Informat Ion on l ega l  r l g h t s  
* d l spu te s  wlth landlords  
* unsafe l l v l n g  condlt  lolls 
* Income t a x  
* U I C  problems 
* f lndlng lrouslng 
* oocnlng n bank account 

Come In to  the  D E I U  of f  l ce  a t  9 East llnst lngs S t  
o r  pl~unc us a t  602-0931. 

DERAss Genera l  Weshersl~lp meet'lng is on t h e  l a s t  F r l d s y  
of every  month I 111 Carnegle 'Theatre ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  IrJ:30am. 

DEIO'! IIAS IIISEN SERVING TllE 



WOMEN'S GROUP a t  CARNEGIE 

- Every Wednesday, 11-12, 3rd •’1, Rm #2 
Women only;  A l l  women welcome. 

SELF-DEFENSE f o r  WOMEN 

- Every Wednesday, 1-3, i n  the  gym. 
With ~ ' i l i s .  Free. Open t o  a l l  women 
of a l l  ages & l e v e l s  of f i tness . -  

To me, i t  seems obvious t h a t  some prog- 
rams should be run f o r  non-inclusive 
groups. The i s sues  surrounding women's s e l f  
defense, f o r  ins tance ,  a r e  q u i t e  simply 
d i f fe ren t ' f rom those  which a r e  a p a r t  of 
men 's se l f -defense .  Women a r e  a t tacked f o r  
d i f f e r e n t  reasons than men; t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  
i n  which women a r e  at tacked a r e  d i f f e r e n t  
from the  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which men face  vio- 
lence; women & men have been d i f f e r e n t l y  
conditioned with regard t o  t h e  use of 
t h e i r  bodies. Most importantly: women a r e  
socia l ized t o  respond d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  v io-  
lence than men. We have t o  unlearn in te rn -  

WOMEN ' S WEIGHT T R A I N I N G  a l i zed  concepts about ourselves,  our bod- 

- Saturday mornings, 10-12, i n  t h  es ,  our r o l e s ,  our r e l a t i o n s  t o  o the r s ,  

weight room on the  lane  l e v e l .  our s o c i a l  positicbn, acceptable behaviour, @ 
e tc .  This process r equ i res  a certainamourt / of v i s i b l e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  which would be 

Some More Myths about Carnegie, Women & 
Women's P ro jec t s  i n  the  Downtown Easts ide  

The Carnegie does not  have t o  make wom- 
en p a r t  of i t s  mandate because e f f e c t -  
ive  organizat ions  f o r  women i n  the  
Downtown Easts ide  a l ready e x i s t .  

To me, t h i s  argument provides a v i r t u a l  
map of d iscr iminat ion agains t  women. The 
men's meeting place occupies a r ega l  posi-  
t i o n  on t h e  corner of Nastings & Main, a t  
the  cen t ra l  crosswalk of the  Downtown East 
s ide;  t h e  women's space i s  t tdownthes t ree t  
& around the  c o r n e r . ' T h e  male community 
h a l l  is  i n  a safe  p lace  on a w e l l - l i t  and 
busy s t r e e t ;  the  women's space can be 
found on a dark & lonely,  not t o  mention 
dangerous, s t r e e t .  The boy's c lub i s  big 4 
has a big budget; t h e  g i r l ' s  club is  over- 
crowded, underfunded 4 resource-l imited.  
The Women's Centre can be compared witH~the 
Carnegie i n  terms of what i t  does not have 
no c a f e t e r i a ,  no l i b r a r y ,  no games room, 
no weight room, no sen io r s  lounge, no pot-  
t e r y  room, no darkroom, no gym, no t h e a t r s  
no room, no money. 

Any event t h a t  we want t o  o f f e r  f o r  
2, women only can be made access ib le  t o  

men with l i t t l e  o r  no negative e f f e c t .  

impossible i n  a mixed group. 
Quite simply, without t h e  assurance of a 

safe ,  women-only space, many women w i l l  
never come t o  t h e  Carnegie. This is t h e  
one, overwhelmingly negative,  consequence 
of t h e  blanket  enforcement of an a l l - i n c l -  
us ive  r u l e .  

3) Women's p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  Downtown East- 
s i d e  always f a i l .  

I am to ld  t h a t  women's groups & women's 
p ro jec t s  attempted a t  t h e  Carnegie i n  t h e  
pas t  have never q u i t e  got ten  off  t h e  
ground, & have h e n t u a l l y  had t o  be aband- 
oned.' I have spoken with severa l  women who 
have had t h i s  same disappoint ing experien- 
ce. Because of t h i s ,  somehow, a sense of 
f u t i l i t y  has come t o  surround women's pro- 
j e c t s  i n  t h e  Downtown Eastside,  & new e f f -  
o r t s  seem t o  be greeted with cynicism. 
Sometimes I f e e l  a s  i f  t h e  Carnegie Board 
i s  waiting u n t i l  we too f i g u r e  out t h e  
naivete  of our v i s ion .  

But embedded i n  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  
i s  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  understand t h e  problems 
which a r e  p a r t  of any endeavour t o  s e t  up 
a women's p ro jec t  a t  t h e  Carnegie. I f  wom- 
en ' s  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  Carnegie a r e  sometim- 
es shor t - l ived,  it is,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  
because of t h e  myths & misinformation j u s t  
presented. Since t h e r e  a r e  so  few women a t  
Zarnegie, then any group o r  p ro jec t  o f f e r -  
ed f o r  women only r i s k s  being poorly a t t e n  
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ded; but i f  t h i s  low r a t e  of p a r t i c i p a t i o r  
is taken a s  a s s i g n  of lack of  i n t e r e s t ,  & 
i f  t h e  group o r  p ro jec t  is  consequently 
cancelled, then the  Carnegie g ives  up on 
the one course of ac t ion  t h a t  could move 
us  towards increasing women's p a r t i c i p a t -  
ion. Women a r e  caught i n  a Cath-22 s i t u a -  
t i o n :  we cannot j u s t i f y  programs i f , w e  
haven't t h e  r e q u i s i t e  number of a t t e n d e r s ,  
but we cannot drag i n  the  crowds un less  wt 
o f f e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  programs f o r  women. By 
refusing t o  address t h i s  problem i n  t h e  
context of the  need f o r  a women-only 
space, t h e  Carnegie people give out  the  
message t h a t  they have given uponwomen. 

Sometimes one o r  a few women w i l l  decidt 
t o  untangle t h i s  conundrum single-handed11 
by organizing & adver t i s ing  a course whic? 
might appeal t o  the  women of t h i s  communi- 
ty.  In our case,  we came up with t h e  idea  
of Offering Wenlido. I t  then f a l l s  on u s  ' t o  outreach t o  a l l  t h e  women's cen t res ,  

i organizat ions  & hang-outs of t h e  Downtown 
Eastside i n  order  t o  convince them t h a t  
our paoject  is not j u s t  another lemon, a s  

! well a s  t o  reassure  them t h a t  we can offe i  
them a s a f e  space a t  t h e  Carnegie. I t  is 
not an easy task;  we have t o  meet p rec i se -  
l y  those women who avoid us  & t h i s  p lace  
as  much a s  poss ible .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  
it i s i a t . W i i s  point  t h a t  most p r o j e c t s  co- 
l l apse ;  it is  simply too much f o r  one per-  
son o r  one small group t o  l a y  out  a l l  t h e  
groundwork f o r  an e n t i r e  community. 

4 )  Humanism 
When faced with requests ,  such a s  ours ,  

f o r  a separa te  space, many people p r o t e s t  
t h a t  they espouse n e i t h e r  a woman-centred 
nor a  ale-centred point  of view; they 
prefer  t o  c a l l  themselves l i v e r a l i s t s  o r  
humanists. We too a r e  humanists; we a s p i r e  
towards a more e g a l i t a r i a n  & humane spcie-  
ty .  But our experience t e l l s  u s  q u i t e  em- 
pha t i ca l ly  t h a t  an e g a l i t a r i a n  & humane 
socie ty  is  not ye t  here; those  who i n s i s t  
on an a l l - inc lus ive  r u l e  a r e  pretending 
tha t  t h e i r  idea& s o c i e t y  i s  a l ready a r e -  
a l i t y ;  they a r e  ac t ing  a s  i f  t h e  world i,, 
were a f a i r  & good place;  i n  t h i s  case,  
they a r e  ignoring t h e  racism & sexism 
which a r e  acted out every day a t  Carnegie. 

With a l l  t h e  bes t  in ten t ions ,  these  l i b e r -  
a l ,  humanistic, i d e a l i s t i c  people end up 
re-enforcing inequa l i ty  and yes! - d i s -  
crimination.  

5) A separa te  space isn't a  s e p a r a t i s t  space. 

While requesting a separa te  space, we 
do not deny t h e  r e a l i t y  of men's experien- 
ce. Men a s  well  a s  women s u f f e r  i n  our 
current  s o c i a l  condit ions;  pa t r i a rchy  i s  
f a c e l e s s  and genderless.  

We do not ignore t h e  r o l e  of men i n  any 
transformative v i s ion :  i f  our soc ie ty  i s  
t o  be imporved, everyone w i l l  have t o  h e l p  

We only ask t h a t  we respect  & apprecia te  
each o t h e r  enough t o  allow everyone B ev- 
e r y  group a room of t h e i r  own. 

6 )  F i r s t  Nations' Women & Women .a•’ Colour 

f [  
poss ible  t o  be a t  once a feminist  

& a hunianksf; t o  want a separa te  space 
wikhout being a s e p a r a t i s t .  F i r s t  Nations 
Women & Women of Colour t r ead  t h e  f i n e  I 
l i n e  of t h i s  paradox every day bycseeking 
s o l i d a r i t y ,  a s  feminis ts  , with Whltie:Women 
while s t i l l  maintaining t i e s  with F i r s t  
Nations men & men of colour i n  t h e i r  
s t rugg le  agains t  white domination. 

"The resurgence of a n t  i-f eminist  backlash 
exposes t h e  extent  t o  which antifeminism 
is  pushed a s  an appropr ia te  response t o  a 
feminis t  movement t h a t  is perceived a s  
anti-male . I1  ( b e l l  hooks) 

7) The Backlash t h a t  we expect (6 t h a t  i s  
happening out  t h e r e  a l ready) .  

While i n s i s t i n g  on our r i g h t s  t o  our own 
space, we understand t h a t  t h e  presence of 
a non-inclusive group can exacerbate exist- 
ing tens ions ,  making a s i t u a t i o n  more pol- 
ar ized,  r a t h e r  than improving r e l a t i o n s  
between groups. I t  seems v a l i d  t o  an t i c ip -  
a t e  t h a t  t h e  presence of a non-inclusive 
women's group a t  Carnegie w i l l  anger a l o t  
of men, & perhaps some women, & could u l t -  
imately lead t o  a backlash agains t  our 
group. 

Sarah 




