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JUNE 1 ,  1993 .  

' SZIE WOULDN ' T TAKE NO Garry 
I I Gust 

: ..And the voice said, as we moved 
from one very spacfo~s area to 
another, "This will be the Weight 
Room ... This will be the Pool Room .. 
'The Theatre...The Board games 
lounge ..." 
The voice belonged to Diane Mac- 
! Kenzie of "Diane MacKenzie is 
working Granville Street" fame, 
and she was showing the product 
of her work which is tentatively 
',called "Gathering Place;Is a 
modernized version of the 
:Carnegie, located half a block 
-off Granville, for the street 
people and residents of the 
'"Wild Side." ' 2  

Diane struggled against close to 
impossible odds to acquire the 
brand-spanking-new building, but 
her work is only half done. What 
remains is to devise a budget for 
the City in order to fill the now 
empty rooms with equipment and 
staff, and oversee their 
implementation. 

Hopefully by early 1994 the com- 
munity centre will be in full 
swing, offering a much needed 
Carnegie type alternative to 
taverns or hanging on the corner 
wondering what to doe 



Ghost House 

How many houses 
a f ly ing along t h e  s t r e e t s  

col id ing w i t h ,  one another - no - 
passing through one another? 

Words, 
images.. . 

We're not t a l k i n g  
'my apples,  

h i s  p ines . .  . ' 
(But yes we a re )  

Old fence ( the  white-haired fel low) 
good fence 

good neighbours. 
We have words 

t o  fend 
aga ins t  

harsh winds. 
Harsh winds f o r  t h e  young ... 

f o r  t h e  o ld .  ... 
f o r  t h e  homeless 

seeming-strangers 
We have words 

t o  s top  
the  bleeding. 

This ghost house i s  f ly ing  a t w i r l  
i t s  f u r n i t u r e  

l e f t  and r i g h t .  
Your house may c o l l i d e  

with mine 
and 

merds a x ~ : ~ w i x e d  - 
TRESPASSING 

PITCHFORKS 
The big frown. 

O r  so  i t  seemed t o  me 
when I was alone and 
beginning t o  comprehend - 

what 
love 

could poss ibly  be. 
(so l o s t )  

How many forms of love d id  I see? 
P o l i t i c s  t o  f ami l i e s  

moving 
from place t o  p lace  - 

a s o l i t a r y  t r a v e l l e r  has 
hidden amours and loves 

kind-tender-beliefs and 
a w i l l  o s  the  wisp s t e p  
'mid t h e  crowds 

'mid t h e  s t rangers .  

'everybody's a l l  s t r angers  here,  Mom. 
but I have hQld of your hand.' 

I remember t h a t  
t h e  sun was shining.  

And I remember a sparrow 
f l i t t i n g  on a branch 

o f  a l e a f y  t r e e .  

and t h e  breeze. 

OSCAR 
DERAS 

showing works for 
de junio. 

f exposicidn durante el 

-I 1 \the month of june. 

MUSIC, POETRY, w.. 
REFRESHMENTS 
AND SNACKS. 

Musicaf poesia, ref rescos,~. . 
nachos y querito, venga que 
no le costara un centmnto! 

ac~ylics 
and 

oIs~o-)@ 

C O F F E E  H O U S E  3 1 C 
"ton l l am 7 pm ,,I*, run I l rn I I "*' 

I l l 1  C O M M E R C I A L  D R I V E  I 
V A N C O U V E R .  B C  V 5 L  3 x 3  1 , .j 25 1 - 6 6 2 6  
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Brain Dance 
3 .  

REPLYING t o  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a S c i e n t i s t s '  Bal l :  
* P i e r r e  and Mdrie Curie were rad ia t ing  enthusiasm 
* Eins te in  thoughtl ' i t  would be r e l a t i v e l y  t o  a t t end  . 
* Volts was e l e c t r i f i e d ,  an$ Archimedes was bouyant a t  t h e  thought 
* Wilbur Wright accepted - brovided he & h i s  b ro the r  Orv i l l e  could get a f l i g h t  
* Ampere was worried he wasn't up t o  current  research 
* ohm r e s i s t e d  the  idea  a t  f i r s t  
* Boyle s a i d  he was under too much pressure  
* Edison thought it would be an i l luminat ing experience 
* D r .  J eky l l  declined,  saying he hadn't been f e e l i n g  himself l a t e l y  
* Watt reckoned it would be  a good way t o  l e t  of f  steam 
* Stephenson thought t h e  whole idea  was loco 
* Morse's reply?  " I ' l l b e  t h e r e  on t h e  dot ,  Can't s top  now - must dash 

(Submitted by Gram) 

HOUSINGFORUM 
Community Housing Forum 

Sunday, June  1 3 t h  
7pm - 9pm 

at 
Carneg ie  Cent re 

* Who decides what kind of  housing goes 
wherein t h e  Downtown Eas t s ideFSt ra thcona?  

* Who decides how much money w i l l  be prov- 
ided t o  bui ld  low c o s t  housing here? 

* What i s  t h e  d i f fe rence  between community 
based and cl ient-based housing? 

* What a r e  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  bui ld ing 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  housing? 

These a r e  some of  t h e  quest ions  t h a t ' l l  
be discussed a t  a Housing Forum i n  t h e  
Carnegie Theatre on Sunday, June13,  7-9pm. 

The Forum is  sponsored by t h e  Carnegie 
Association, DERA E t h e  Strathcona Resid- 
e n t s '  Association. 

The Downtown Easts ide  E Strathcona have 
t h e  widest d i s p a r i t y  of h o u s i n g i h ~ t h e x i t y  
There a r e  over- 100 condos t h a t  have e i t h e r  
been b u i l t ,  a r e  being b u i l t  o r  a r e  planned 
f o r  t h e  near f u t u r e  i n  t h e  Gastown area .  
The p r i c e s  range from $100,000 t o  over a 
q u a r t e r  mi l l ion d o l l a r s .  The asking p r i c e  
f o r  single-family houses i n  Strathcona is 
i n  t h e  $250-300 thousand range. Places 
l i k e  t h i s  a r e  way beyond t h e  reach of most 

people i n  t h e  neighbourhood. 
Meanwhile, j u s t  up t h e  s t r e e t ,  more and 

more i n s t i t u t i o n a l  housing i s  being jamme 
i n t o  t h e  a rea  north of Hastings & e a s t  of 
Main. Places where t h e  s t a f f  a r e  se rv ice  
profess ionals  & t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  t h e i r  
c l i e n t s  a r e  being concentrated along Alex- 
ander, Powell & Cordova S t r e e t s ,  on t h e  
edge of t h e  l i g h t  i n d u s t r i a l  area.  

In  f a c t ,  almost 40% of a l l  t h e  s o c i a l  E 
co-op housing bui ld ings  i n  t h e  neighbour- 
hood have been construcged i n  t h i s  p a r t  of 
t h e  community. Strathcona 4 t h e  Downtown 
Easts ide  west of  Main, where t h e  major i ty  
of the  people i n  t h e  neighbourhood l i v e ,  . 
each have l e s s  than 113 of a l l  low-rent 
bui ld ings  $ f a r  l e s s  c l ient -based housing. 

These housing t r ends  have developed over 
t h e  l a s t  10 years  with l i t t l e  d i r e d t  input 
from neighbourhood res iden t s .  We want t h e  
Housing Forum t o  address these  i s sues  $ t o  
help  i n i t i a t e  a community-wide discuss ion 
about housing a l l o c a t i o n  i n  our p a r t  of  
t h e  c i t y ,  

A panel with people from BC Housing, t h e  
C i t y  $ t h e  community w i l l  d i scuss  t r ends  
toward cl ient-based housing E a l t e r n a t i v e s  
t o  i t ,  zoning problems E housing programs 
and p o l i c i e s  , 



It is  wi th  t h i s  Lookout housing p ro j ec t  
a s  an example t h a t  t h e  HOUSING FORUM is  
be ing  he ld  i n  Carnegfe on June 13. 

Lookout has  been a housing resource  f o r  
23 y e a r s  & has  p e r s i s t e n t l y  advocated f o r  
good, a f f o r d a b l e  housing f o r  a l l .  

Dealing wi th  6he homeless & p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  those  who f a l l  between 
t h e  cracks  i n  t h e  cu r ren t  housing s i t u a -  
t i o n  - whatever. t h a t  happens t o  be  a t  t h e  
time. Due t o  a  l a c k  of beds ,  dur ing  t h e  

.winter  we t u r n  away ove r  100 people pe r  
monthficannot l o c a t e  o t h e r  s h e l t e r .  

The p r o v i n c i a l  gov't  has  f i n a l l y  recog- 
n i sed  homelessness & t hose  a t  r i s k  of be- 
coming homeless & h a s  developed a housing 
s t r a t e g y  wi th  funding t o  address  i s s u e s .  

Lookout has  been a l l o c a t e d  funding t o  
b u i l d  50 u n i t s  of a f f o r d a b l e ,  s e l f  con- 
t a i n e d  1-bedrooms a t  401 Alexander S t r e e t  

The t a r g e t  popula t ion  is  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
of t h e  a r e a  who a r e  margina l i sed  i n  some 
fa sh ion  - who have more d i f f i c u l t y  wi th  
housing opt ions .  Eg. s a f e ,  s ecu re  housing 
f o r  women; more housing f o r  t h e  mob i l i t y  
impaired; younger people. 

Given t h a t  t h e  funding is from a new 
source,  e l i g i b i l i t y  c o n s t r a i n t s  a r e  more 
f l e x i b l e .  Under c u r r e n t  B C  Housing r egs ,  
no one under 45 can be housed un le s s  they  
a r e  d isabled .  

We want t o  t a k e  advantage of t h i s  s i t u -  
a t i o n  & provide t h i s  h o u s i n g t o t h o s e  most 
i n  need. This  means we need t o  develop 
tenant  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  b e s t  meets 
t h e  l o c a l  needs wi th in  t h e  funding con- 
s t r a i n t s  we have. 

Th i s  t enan t  seLect ion  c r i t e r i a  needs t o  
be  developed wi th  t h e  understanding t h a t  
t h e s e  a r e  not  c a r e  beds%ut  housing f o r  
people who can l i v e  independently i n  t h e  
community. I f  they  r e q u i r e  s e r v i c e s  o r  
support  they  w i l l  have t o  cont inue  t o  be  
provided through e x i s t i n g  community agen- 
cies & s t a f f .  p l e a s e  b e  aware t h a t  though 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v ' t ,  i n  i t s  p res s  release,  
s t a t e d  t h e s e  were beds f o r  t h e  mental ly 
ill, t h i s  i s  not  t h e  c a s e  al though some 
t e n a n t s  may have t h i s  d i s a b i l i t y .  

Lookout has  s t r u c k  a sommittee of l o c a l  
s e r v i c e  workers t o  develop t h i s  ,tenant 
s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a .  Th i s  w i l l  determine 
such i s s u e s  as who g e t s  i n t o  t h e  housing 
& what t h e  a r e a  boundaries  should b e  t o  
be  considered a l o c a l  r e s i d e n t . E g  should 
t h e  boundary be  Has t ings  o r  Union? Cambie 
o r  Granv i l l e?  Members i nc lude  a worker 
from.DERA, t h e  Women's Centre,  DEYM and 
F i r s t  ChurcIi. Carnegie a l s o  has  a rep  & 
a l o c a l  businessperson w i l l  come. Any 
sugges t ions  f o r .  o t h e r s ?  

Like  a l l  o t h e r  Lookout housing p r o j e c t s  
we w i l l  form a r e s i d e n t  committee t o  
b u i l d  a sense  of community wi th in  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  & t o  g ive  inpu t  i n t o  t h e  running 
of t h e  apartment block. 

Volunteers ,  i d e a s  & h e l p  are welcomed! 
Contact Karen 0 ' ~ h a n n e c e r y  a t  255-0340. 



t h e  Gastown merchants were unanimous i n  5. 

opposit ion t o  t h e  proposed rou te .  
March organizers  were asked by C i t y  Couw 

c t l ' t o  f ind,  a compromise so lu t ion ,  but r e -  
fused t o  even consider a r o u t e  along t h e  
waterfront  which would have been much l e s s  

seemed t o  th ink t h e  people of 
our nkighbourhood needed t o  have t h e i r  
souls  saved more than t h e  s l u m l o ~ d s ,  abus- 
e r s  & c r a f t e r s  of p lane ta ry  des t ruc t ion  i n  
Shaughnessy, Point  Grey o r  West Van. 

We must a l ready put up with t h e  Indy, t h e  
PNE parade, b icycle  races ,  jazz f e s t i v a l s ,  
two rush hours a day, corporate  pub crawl- 

11  owd dies, roaming packs of 
C i ty  Council has  voted t o  al low t h e  aked neander thals ,  f i l m  produc- 

ion crews, 5 s o  on 5 so  on, ad nauseum. 
You can a l l  look forward t o  t h i s  "bless-  

d event" on Saturday, June 1 2 ,  1993. Star- 
ing around loam they w i l l  march along 

Hastings, WaterE;Alexander s t r e e t s  t o  Main 
Since we once again won't be ab le  t o  en- 

OY peace i n  our neighbourhood, r e s i d e n t s  
f t h e  community a r e  encouraged t o  come 
u t  5 show our apprecia t ion f o r  both t h e  

, CRAB Park ( t en  thousand s t rong) .  d i s rup t ion  5 t h e  un5nimous Council endorse  

e p i l e  we a l ready have* 

I 
i - 

SHOPPING PROJECT I 
People i n  t h e  neighbourhood a r e  f ed  up ' with not  having access  t o  a reasonably 

pr iced grocery s t o r e  t h a t  s tocks  what they 
need t o  buy. 

There was a meeting on May 20 a t  Carneg- 
i e  t o  d i scuss  t h e  i s sue .  Community members 
had severa l  good suggestions:  one-stop 
shopping, job t r a i n i n g ,  n u t r i t i o n a l  educa- 
t i o n ,  se rv ices  f o r  shut- ins ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  
community input  i n  management. 

Big chains a r e  not  seen a s  appropr ia te  
management of t h e  s t o r e ,  which would be 
i d e a l l y  located nea r  o r  s l i g h t l y  west of  
Main & Hastings. 

There w i l l  be more meetings a t  St ra thco-  
na Community Centre E a t  Ray-Cam i n  t h e  
near f u t u r e .  Watch f o r  f l y e r s  o r  c a l l  John 
Norton on h i s  pager a t  893-9340 f o r  info .  

0 

COMING TO CARNEGIE LIBRARY 
May - June 

In  addi t ion t o  t h e  s e r v i c e s  already 
ava i l ab le  a t  Camegfe you'll  be ab le  t o  : 
* have books checked i n  & o u t b y  computer 
* receive  t r a i n i n g  on how t o  use t h e  

computer c a t  a l  ogue of books 
* apply f o r  a Vancouver Library card a t  

Carnegie (brown p l a s t i c  card) 
* place  holds on books which a r e  a t  

o t h e r  branches i n  Vancouver. 

***Our policy is s t i l l  no f i n e s  charged 
on carnegf e-only cards .  

I f  you have any quest ions  p lease  ask! 
(665-3010) 



KORNER 

so,  a  while back one of our patrons,  a  
somewhat new,, somet ime volunteer,  became 
qu i t e  ag i t a t ed  tciward a couple of our es-  
teemed & hard-working 2nd f l o o r  s t a f f .  I t  
seems the  problem was our hab i t  of "ripp- 
ing off the  poor" of  the  downtown e a s t -  
s ide  by charging 30 cents  f o r  one piece 
of t o a s t .  Well you can imagine how miffed 
we were in  the  kitchen t h a t  t h i s  was ac t -  
ua l ly  going on. So out  i n t o  the  s t r e e t s  I  
went, armed with only my t r u s t y  pen & 404 
so t h a t  I  could have a coffee  while I was 
wri t ing down the  r e a l  p r i c e s  of cafe-type 
food i n  the  area.  

S t ra igh t  i n t o  V i c l s  Cafe I stormed. 
ttIlow much f o r  a p iece  of toas t?"  said.1.  

"Is t h a t  with jam, honey?" 
"You betcha!Is 
"That'd be $1.25 f o r  two pieces  of pure 

white..  ." 
With mouth agape I  stumbled out onto 

the  s t r e e t .  Lemme see,  a t  t h a t  p r i c e  one 
piece would be, nunm, about 63  cents .  What 
a shock! But obviously I s t a r t e d  out a t  
the  wrong place.  

Over t o  the  Ovalt ine I sped c lutching 
my 40 cents  ever t i g h t e r ,  knowing i n  my 
hear t  t h a t  I would f ind  t h e  t r u e  p r i c e  i n  
the re .  

"Can you t e l l  me how much t o a s t  i s?"  
"Yes please,  it is  90 cen t s  f o r  two 

pieces;  a l s o  it is  15 cents  f o r  *a packet 
of jam o r  peanut but ter ."  

Egads, I  thought, a t  Carnegie we have 
bowls of jam, peanut b u t t e r  E honey t h a t  
go with the  cos t  of the  t o a s t ,  (not the  
whole bowl hopefully) & we even l e t  t h e  
patrons cook t h e i r  own bread (100% whole 
wheat of  course).  

Off I staggered t o  the  Blue Eagle, t h e  
Hastings res tauran t ,  B E J .  . . it was the  
same s to ry  everywhere, &worse: sandwiches 
ranging from $1.75 t o  over $3.00, bowls 
of soup from $1.60 t o  $2.25. A t  our k i t -  
chen a l l  our sandwiches a r e  75 cents .  and 

complete 3 o r  4-course dinner f o r  $2.50 
ive  days p e r  week! 
Trembling & weakened by the  experience 
lurched back i n t o  t h e  Carnegie, bare ly  

aking it up those s p i r a l  s t a i r s  onto the  
nd f l o o r . . ' p l e a s e  be open t h i s  time1 I  
hought. Aha it  i s  open & t h e r e ' s  June. I 
eeled my f ingers  back, exposing my 404. 
Can I please  have a cup of coffee?" 
"Sure..& how much i s  a cup of coffee  in  

he r e a l  wmrld, eh?" 
". . . forgot  t o  ask," I s a i d  confidently, 

l ipping back i n t o  the  kitchen.  Some days 
t doesn ' t  pay t o  f i n d  out j u s t  what is  
3ppening i n  t h e  r e a l  world, does i t ?  

-------------- 
J u s t  a reminder t o  anyone wishing t o  

:arn how t o  make de l i c ious  Welsh soup, 
?e  John 6 jo in  h i s  soup c l a s s  every Fr i -  
~y a t  9 a.m. (TB t e s t  required) .  Also 
~ t c h e n  volunteer  meeting now 2nd Wednds? 
~y of the  month, $ Nat does h i s  cash ie r  
.aining Thursdays a t  2 p.m. 
'Ti1 next time, Happy Eating.. . ! 

our de l i c ious  soups a r e  only 60$ a bowl. 
Bacon, eggs, hashbrowns & t o a s t  went 

from $2.55 t o  $2.95; our b reakfas t s  cost  

P OLDER WOMEN'S L? 

1 

MoMTH DROP-IN + "' 

$1.90! $1.65 f o r  a bowl of hot  ce rea l  a t  
Vic ls ;  our porridge is 354 a bowl. We s e i l  

REFRESHMENTS 
MOVIES 
TAM 



STATEMENT OF 
LEONARD PELTZER 

Leonard Peltier has been 
honored with the request that 
he provide the commencement 

speech during the 1993 
graduation ceremonies at 
Evergreen Sate College 

in Washington. 

The following is the speech 
Ite has worked so hard to prepare. 

We hope you enjoy it! 

Greetings t o  a l l  of you my friends, & a 
spec ia l  c o n g ~ a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h i s  g ~ a d u a t -  
ing c l a s s .  I an t r u l y  honou~ed t o  have 
beenxhosen as t h i s  year ' s  commencement 
speaker. This was both unexpected & excit- 
ing f o r  me 6 I am proud t o  be one of t h e  
voices  you w i l l  hear t o  mark t h e  beginn- 
ing of a new journey i n  your l i v e s ,  Ilwish 
t h a t  I could have been present  t h i s  day 
t o  s e e  you s f t t i n g  impatiently,  wait ing 
t o  f i n a l l y  b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  world, 
t o  s e e  t h e  start  of a new dawn r i s i n g  i n  
your eyes. I t ' s  important t o  have these  
ceremonies, even i f  it begins t o  g e t  too 
hot & everyone seems long-winded. Ceremo- 
n i e s  a r e  l i k e  landmarks i n  our  l i v e s .  I f  
you don ' t  s e e  a t  l e a s t  a few of them, you 
g e t  l o s t .  

For many years  it seemed t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  
i n  my l i f e  was n e w l y  l o s t ,  T?ie;.onlg-llbht 
I knew was t h e  $park of hspe ign i t ed  by 
my many supgorters.  Unlike msst peaple 
trapped i n  t h e  px$son system, Irhave been 
f o r t u n a t e  i n  having a,~netwsrk behind me, 
keeping me l inked t o  t h e  ou t s ide  world & 
keeping t h e  i n j u s t i c e  i n  my case  before  
t h e  pub l i c  eye. My family & f r i e n d s  never 
abandoned me & I have made many fcfends 
over t h e  years,  This has helped me t o  
maintain wy s t reng th ,  spirtt 6 d i g n i t y  
through even t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  times. I 

have learned s o  much these  l a s t  1 7  years ,  
but 13fe ' s  most impprtant lesson t o  me 
has been t h a t  we should caze about each 
o the r  enough t o  s a c ~ f f l c e  f o r  t h e  good of 
our brothers  and s i s t e r s .  

By t h e  time I reached t h e  average age of 
those of you graduating i n  today's  ceremo- 
ny, I had seen many th ings  t h a t  I want you 
t o  know about. I t ' s  not always pleasant  t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  land of plenty,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  inhab i t an t s  of t h i s  country were, 
and a re ,  being denied t h e i r  most bas ic  hu-- 
man+ights. By t h e  time I had reached my 
twenties I had seen prejudice,  hatred,  v i e  
lence, poverty, hunger, unemployment & ad- 
d ic t ion .  A l l  around me my people suffered.  
I had been taught,  a s  I c e r t a i n l y  hope you 
have, t o  help  those  who a r e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  
Have I ever r egre t t ed  my involvement? No. 

I have been honored over time with awards 
f o r  my p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  & s t rugg le  t o  
change t h e  poor l iv ing  condit ions on r e s e r  
va t ions  & i n s t i l l  a sense of pr ideEworth  
i n t o  a l l  indigenous chi ldren.  These awards 
have meant a l o t  t o  me, bus when I look out 
these  barred windows & see  so much work 
s t i l l  needing t o  be done, I ge t  a sense of 
urgency, of needing t o  physical ly  be the re  
again f o r  my people. I have continued t h e  
s t rugg le  from here ,  attempting t o  secure 
scholarships f o r  Native law s tudents ,  fun& 



ing a newspaper f o r  Native kids,  & h e l p i n g  
t o  i n s t i t u t e  f r e e  hea l th  c a r e E h e a l t h  ca re  
t r a i n i n g  on Rosebud Reservation. I t ' s  not  
enough. The unemployment r a t e  i s  s t i l l  
high. Kids a r e  s t i l l  drinking E dropping 
out of school, not t o  mention the  su ic ide  
s t a t i s t i c s .  When w i l l  we say, a s  the  com- 
bined human family, "enough i s  enough!"? 
I  pray with a l l  my hear t  t h a t  you, respons  
i b l e  f o r  the  f u t u r e  of t h i s  country, remem 
ber these  th ings  E do something about them 
An educated person is  a fo r tuna te  person. 
I  would have given anything t o  go t o  c o l l -  
ege, but the  twists E tu rns  of my l i f e  d id  
not allow it .  Treasure your education en- 
ough t o  share it with t h e  many people who, 
f o r  one reason o r  another, have been deni- 
ed t h a t  bas ic  r i g h t .  

I ' v e  had t o  watch my own chi ldren grow 
up without me. Whether they know t h i s  o r  
not, t h a t  i s  t h e  hardest  th ing about being 
in  prison.  I  pray f o r  them, worry about 
them, and hope f o r  t h e i r  br ight  fu tu res .  
I t  h u r t s  me when they make mistakes & I 
cannot be t h e r e  t o  help them. I t  h u r t s  me 
t o  be a f a t h e r  6 yet  be denied t h e  opport- 
un i ty  t o  be a daddy. I now have four  beau- 
t i f u l  grandchildren. I hope t h a t  soon I 
w i l l  be ab;e t p  be a +rp+er gramdad f o r  
them, Maybe I w i l l  s ee  them on a day l i k e  
t h i s  one, dressed i n  cap & gown $ waving 
t o  me through t h e  crowd. Never could I  i m -  
agine a prouder moment. I'm sure  some of 
you d i d n ' t  even want t o  a t tend t h i s  cerem- 
ony, but you had t o  p lease  your family. 
Tolerate your parents '  excitement t h i s  day, 
and i f  you can, share it! Be a s  proud of 
yourself a s  they a r e  of you. 

And the  l i g h t  is  g e t t i n g  b r igh te r  & b r i -  
ghter .  I  f e e l  i n  my hear t  t h a t  now i s  the  
beginning of a t r u e  time f o r  healing be- 
tween our Nations. When someone l i k e  my- 
se l f  can be e lec ted a s  a commencement spelt 
ker a t  a  respected i n s t i t u t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  
one, well,  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  
the  t i d e  i s  changing. Now, perhaps ,wewil l  
be able  t o  learn  about & respecteaclilother. 

Ame~ican Indians share  a h i s t o r y  ~ i c h  i n  
d ive r s i ty ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  c u l t u r e  & t r a d i t i o n .  
I t  i s  a l s o  r i c h  i n  tragedy, dece i t  & geno- 
c ide .  A s  t h e  world l ea rns  of these  a t r o c i -  
t i e s  6 c r i e s  out f o r  j u s t i c e ,  the  l i g h t  I 
am seeing w i l l  i g n i t e ,  4 together  we w i l l  

be ab le  t o  watch it grow u n t i l  t h e r e  is  
j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  people everywhere, No 1 

human being should ever have t o  f e a r  f o r  
h i s  o r  he r  l i E e  because of t h e i r  p o l i t i c -  
a1  o r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  We a r e  i n  t h i s  
together ,  my f r i e n d s ,  t h e  r i c h  E poor, 
t h e  red ,  white, black, brown 15 yellow. We 
share  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  Mother Earth & 
those  who l i v e  6 breathe  upon her.  Never 
fo rge t  t h a t .  

I want out  of pr ison $ I am counting 
on t h e  help  of every one of yon t o  ensure 
my r e l e a s e ,  but t h a t  w i l l  only be a new 
beginning. From t h a t  point  onward I pray 
t h a t  you w i l l  remain a c t i v e  i n  the  s t rug-  
g l e  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of indigenous people. 
I hope t o  ga the r  voiunteers  who a r e  both 
educated & dedicated t o  work, hands-on, ' 

on each needy reservat ion.  This is  my 
dream 6 it can only become r e a l i t y  y i t h  
your help.  We a r e  not  t h e  only ones count- 
ing on you. Our grandchildren,  and yours, 
a re  counting on You too. 

I  want t o  thank You f o r  giving me t h e  
opportunity t o  speak t o  you today & f o r  
t h i s  wonderful honor given me t o  be with 
you i n  s p i r i t  a s  You ce lebra te  t h i s  i m p o ~  
t a n t  moment i n  Your l i v e s .  Good luck. I 
love you & w i l l  not  fo rge t  your kindness. 



JUNE 26TH: PELTIER DAY! 
Leonard P e l t i e r  Defense Committee i n v i t e s  you t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  making 

June 26 th  Leonard P e l t i e r  Day. We a r e  hoping t o  s e e  g l o b a l  involvement i n  
remembrance of t h e  1 8 t h  ann ive r s a ry  of t h e  shootou t  a t  t h e  Jumping B u l l  
r e s i dence  i n  Og la l a ,  Sou th  Dakota,  & t o  commemorate t h e  y e a r s  Leonard ha s  
s a c r i f i c e d  from h i s  l i f e  t o  b r i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  needs  of Na t i ve  peop l e s .  



In the  Carmanah Valley 
the  t r e e s  a r e  f i v e  hundred years  o ld  - 
and the  s i l ence  
is o lde r  than the  t r e e s .  

In  t h e  Carmanah Valley the  S i t k a  spruce i s  a t  
The small s q u i r r e l  is a t  home. 
The t r a v e l l e r  is  a t  home the re .  

Carmanah, i n  i t s  beauty, speaks t o  us, 
and t e l l s  us who we a r e  and ought t o  be. 
Whose voice is t h i s  which comes from 
such a  d is tance  
t h a t  we can sca rce ly  hear  i t ?  

How do we know we're l o s t  
unless  we know t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  p lace  
we've got t o  g e t  to?  
What have we forgot ten?  

If t h e  f i r s t  chessboard had 
f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  f i r e  o r  
i n t o  t h e  hands of  chi ldren 

I ' m  waiting l a t e  a t  n ight  

gain o r  loss?  
Earth is  being born 

f l a g s  on t h e  moon i f  

I f  the  way the  wind s t i l l  moves 
t h e  t r e e s  had s e t t l e d  i n  the  
way we walk & breathe 
& the  na tu ra l  yogas of wind & f i r e  

R, '-1 --- .-.---.--. - t"? . . . .  . -  /.I:- - I - . w l F  ,:. - I.. - -- TORA 
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DOWNTOWN 
EASTS IDE 
Y OUT11 
ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 

STD Cl in i c  - Monday through Friday, 9a1n - 5pm. 
FKEE MEDICAL CLINIC - Mon, Wed, Friday, 5:30-7:30pm 
NEEDLE EXCIIANGE - 221 Main; everyday, 9am-5pm. 
Nbedle Exchange Van - on the  s t r e e t  evenings, Mon-Sat 
N . A .  meets every Monday night  a t  223 Main S t .  

Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets d a i l y  a t  59 Powell, loam - 2:30. 

1993 DONATIONS 
S tua r t  M.-$50 Adbusters -$SO 
Ket t le  F.S . -$16  Wayne 11.-$2.50 
Rert T.-$10 Legal Aid -$50 
Etienne S. -$SO Mary C. -$ZS 
Lisa E.-$10 Abby K.-$5 
Matt -$20 Paula R.-$20 
Keith C .  4 2 0  Steve T.-$15 

Anonymous -$65 
llelp in t he  Downtown t. .asrslae(~*unds) 
Social  Services - $1,000 
Vancouver l leal th Dept. -$ll 

N E W S L E T T E R  ,@ 

TllE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF l l l E  
CARNEGIE COFMUNI.TY CENTRE ASSOCIATION. 

Art icles represent the  v i e u s  of  Lndiviclual 
c o n t ~ l b e t o r s  and not of the Alsociation. 

NEED HELP ? 
The Downtown Easts lde  ~ e s i d e n t s '  Assoc ia t ion  
can h e l p  you wl th:  

. * any w e l f a r e  problem 
* information on l e g a l  r i g h t s  
* d i s p u t e s  w l t h  landlords  
* unsafe  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
* income t a x  
* UIC problems 
* f ind lng  housing 
* opening a bank account 

Come i n t o  t h e  DEW o f t  ice a t  9 East llnst lngs  S t  
o r  phone u s  a t  682-0934. 

DERA's General  Membership meeting is on t h e  l a s t  F r iday  
of e v e r y  month i n  Ca rneg ie  T h e a t r e ,  s t a r f  i n g  a t  10:30 am. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE FOR 20 YEARS. 



Masters of mnanlcind: Notes on N m A  
ESSAY 1 13y NU;IIII Cl~orltsky 

* Supranational economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  
the  genera ls  i n  the  new in te rna t iona l  
c l a s s  war. Trade agreements a r e  the  waa- 
pons. Democracy is the  lose r .  

Throughout h i s to ry ,  Adam Smith observed, 
we f ind the  workings of t h e  " v i l e  maxim of 
the  masters of mankind": " A l l  f o r  ourse lves  
& nothing f o r  o t h e r  people." The i n v i s i b l e  
hand, he wrote, w i l l  des t roy the  poss ib i l -  
i t y  of a decent human exis tence  9 m l e s s  
government takes  pains t o  preventft  t h i s  
outcome,' a s  must be assured i n  "every i m -  
proved and c i v i l i z e d  soc ie ty .  

The masters of  mankind i n  Smith's day 
were the  "merchants and manufacturers" who 
were t h e  Itprincipal a rch i t ec t s "  of s t a t e  
policy.  In our day the  masters  are,^ inc r?  - 
easingl$t, t h e  supranat ional  corporations 5 
f inanc ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  dominate the  
world economy, including t r ade  - a dubious 
name f o r  a system i n  which some 40 percent 
of U.S. t r ade  takes  place within companie~  
c e n t r a l l y  managed by the  same highly  v i s i -  
b l e  hands t h a t  control  planning, product- 
ion & investment. 

The World Bank repor t s  t h a t  protect ion-  
i s t  measures of the  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  count- 
r i e s  reduce nat ional  income i n  t h e  South 
by about twice the  amount of o f f i c i a l  a id  
t o  the  region - a i d  t h a t  i s  i t s e l f  l a rge ly  
export promotion, most of  it d i rec ted  t o  
r i c h e r  sec to r s  ( l e s s  needy, but b e t t e r  corr 
sumers). In the  pas t  decade, most of t h e  
r i c h  countr ies  have increased protect ion-  
ism, with t h e  Reaganites o f t en  leading t h e  
way i n  the  crusade aga ins t  economic l i b e r -  
alism. These p rac t i ces ,  along with the  p r e  
grams d ic ta ted  by t h e  In te rna t iona l  Monet- 
ary Fund & the  World Bank, have helped dou- 
b l e  the  gap between r i c h  E poor countr ies  
s ince  1960. 

The in te rna t iona l  c l a s s  war i s  r e f l e c t e d  

i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  where r e a l  wages have 
f a l l e n  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  mid-1960s. Wage 
s tagnat ion,  extending t o  t h e  col lege  educ- 
ated.  changed t o  sharp dec l ine  i n  t h e  mid- 
1980s, i n  p a r t  a consequence of t h e  d e c l i  
ine  i n  'defence spending1, our euphemism 
f o r  t h e  s t a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  pol icy  t h a t  a l l -  
ows ' p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e '  t o  feed a t  t h e  
publ ic  trough. More than 17 mil l ion work- 
e r s  were unemployed o r  underemployed by 
mid-1992. Economic Policy I n s t i t u t e  econo- 
mists Lawrence Mishel 5 Ja red  Bernstein re- 
por t  - a r i s e  of 8 mi l l ion  during t h e  Bush 
years.  Of t h e  l imi ted  gain i n  t o t a l  wealth 
i n  t h e  %0s, "70 percent accrued t o  t h e  top  
one percent of income earners ,  while t h e  
bottom l o s t  absolutely," according t o  MIT 
economist Rudiger Dornbusch. 

S t ruc tu res  of government have tended t o  
coalesce around economic power. The pro- 
cess  continues. In t h e  London Financial  

Ballots are superseded by international financial arrangements - and 
globalization brings about the spread of the Third World s~c ia !  model: - -- ----- 

in a sea of misery and despair. - -  . - _  - 

b 



Times, James Morgan descr ibes  t h e  "de fac  
t o  world governmentw t h a t  is taking shape 
i n  the  "new imperial  agefs: the  IMF, World 
Bank, Group of 7 i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  na t ions ,  
General Agreement on T a r i f f s  E Trade (GAT' 

b ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s  designed t o  serve  thc 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t r ansna t iona l  corporat ions ,  
banks E investment f irms.  

One valuable  f e a t u r e  of t h e s e  i n s t i t u t -  
ions is  t h e i r  immunity from popular i n f l u -  
ence. E l i t e  h o s t i l i t y  t o  democracy is dee] 
rooted,  understandably. 

I t  is within t h i s  framework t h a t  t h e  
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTPj 
E GATT should be understood. Note f i r s t  
t h a t  such agreements have only a l imi ted  

r e l a t i o n  t o  f r e e  t r ade .  One primary US ob- 
j e c t i v e  is  increased p ro tec t ion  f o r  !lint- 
e l l e c t u a l  property," including software,  
pa ten t s  f o r  ~ e e d s  E drugs, 6 s o  on. The U: 
In te rna t iona l  Trade Commission es t ima tes  
t h a t  American companies s tand t o  gain ovel 
$61 b i l l i o n  a year from t h e  Third World i f  
US p r o t e c t i o n i s t  demands a r e  s a t i s f i e d  a t  
GATT (as  they were i n  NAFTA), a t  a c o s t  t c  
t h e  South t h a t  w i l l  dwarf t h e  c u r r e n t  huge 
flow of debt-service c a p i t a l  t o  t h e  North. 

Such measures a r e  designed t o  ensure 
t h a t  US>based corporations con t ro l  t h e  
technology of t h e  fu tu re ,  including bio- 
technology, which, it is hoped, w i l l  a l loh 
protected p r i v a t e  enterpr;se t o  con t ro l  
hea l th ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  8 t h e  meansAof l i f e  
genera l ly ,  locking the  poor major i ty  i n t o  
dependence 6 hopelessness. The same meth- 
ods a re  being employed t o  undermine Canad- 
a ' s  annobringly e f f i c i e n t  hea l th  s e r v i c e s  
by imposing b a r r i e r s  t o  t h e  use of  generic 
drugs, thus  sharply  r a i s i n g  c o s t s  - E prof- 
i ts  t o  s ta te-subsidised US corporations.  

NAFTA a l s o  includes  i n t r i c a t e  s f r u l e s  of 
or igintD requirements designed t o  keep for-  
eign competitors out .  Two hundred pages 

a r e  devoted t o  r u l e s  t o  ensure a high per-  
centage of value added i n  North America 
( p r o t e c t i o n i s t  measures t h a t  should be in-  
creased, some US opponents of NAFTA argue). 
Furthermore, t h e  agreements go f a r  beyond 
t r a d e  ( i t s e l f  not r e a l l y  t r ade  but i n  
l a r g e  p a r t  intracompany t ransfers ,  a sno teq .  

NAFTA i s  an executive agreement, reached 
on August 12, 1992, j u s t  i n  time t o  become 
a major i s sue  i n  the  US p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam- 
paign. I t  was mentioned, but barely.  TO 

give j u s t  one example of how debate was 
precluded, t ake  t h e  case of the  Labor ~ d -  
v i so ry  Committee (LAC), es tabl ished by t h e  
Trade Act of 1974 t o  advise  t h e  executive 
on any t r a d e  agreement. The LAC, which is  
based i n  t h e  unions, was informed t h a t  i t s  
r epor t  on NAFTA was due on Sept. 9. The 
t e x t  of t h i s  i n t r i c a t e  t r e a t y  was provided 
t o  it one day before. In i ts  repor t ,  t h e  
LAC notes ;  I t the adminis t ra t ion refused t o  
permit any ou t s ide  advice on t h e  develop- 
ment of t h i s  document F refused t o  make a 
d r a f t  ava i l ab le  f o r  ~ o m m e n t . ~  The s i t u a -  
t i o n  i n  Canada 6 Mexico was s i m i l a r ,  In 
such ways, we approach t h e  long-sought 
idea l :  formal democratic procedures t h a t  
a r e  devoid of meaning, a s  c i t i z e n s  scarce- 
l y  have an idea  of t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  w i l l  
shape t h e i r  l i v e s ,  

The LAC concluded t h a t  t h e  t r e a t y  would 
be a bonanza f o r  inves to r s  but would haqm 
US workers 6 probably Mexicans a s  well.  
One l i k e l y  consequence is  an acce le ra t ion  
of migration from r u r a l  t o  urban a reas  a s  
Mexican corn producers a r e  wiped out  by 
US agr ibusiness ,  depressing s t i l l  f u r t h e r  
wages t h a t  haye alxe~dly dsapped sharply  
i n  recent  years  6 a r e  l i k e l y  t o  remain 
low, thanks t o  t h e  harsh repress ion t h a t  
is a c r u c i a l  element of t h e  highly touted 
Mexican "economic miracle .  

NAFTA ' ' w i l l  have the  e f f e c t  of prohibi-  
t ing  democratically e lec ted  bodies a t  a l l  
l eve l s  of g o v l t  from enacting measures 
deemed incons i s t en t  with t h e  provis ions  
~f t h e  agreement," t h e  LAC repor t  contin- 
ues, including those on t h e  environment, 
workers' ~ i g h t s ,  E hea l th  E safe ty ,  a l l  
open chal lenge as % n f a i r  r e s t r a i n t  of 
trades1* 

Such developments a r e  a l ready under way 



i n  t h e  framework of t h e  US-Canada " f ree  
t rade"  agreement. Included a r e  e f f o r t s  t o  
r equ i re  Canada t o  abandon measures t o  pro- 
t e c t  the  P a c i f i c  salmon, t o  bring p e s t i -  
c ide  & emissions regu la t ions  i n  l i n e  with 
l axe r  US standards,  t o  end subs id ies  f o r  
re-plant ing a f t e r  logging & t o  bar  a s ing-  
l e  payer auto  insurance plan i n  Ontario 
t h a t  would cos t  US insurance companies 
hundreds of mi l l ions  of d o l l a r s  i n  p r o f i t s  
Meanwhile Canada has charged t h e  US with 
v i o l a t i n g  " f a i r  t rade"  by imposing EPA 
standards on asbes tos  use  & requir ing re -  

.cycled f i b r e  i n  newsprint. 
One consequence of  t h e  g loba l i za t ion  of 

the  economy i s  t h e  r i s e  of new governing 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  serve  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r i  
va te  t r ansna t iona l  economic power. Another 
is  the  spread of t h e  Third World s o c i a l  
model, with i s l a n d s  of enormous p r i v i l e g e  
i n  a sea  of misery & despair .  A walk t h r u  
any American c i t y  g ives  human form t o  t h e  
s t a t i s t i c s  on q u a l i t y  of l i f e ,  d i s t r i b u t i  
ion of wealth, poverty & employment. In- 
creas ingly ,  production can be s h i f t e d  t o  
high-repression, low-wage a reas  & d i r e c t e d  
t o  pr iv i leged s e c t o r s  of  t h e  global  econo- 
my. Large p a r t s  of  t h e  population thus  be- 
come superfluous f o r  production & perhaps 
even a s  a market, un l ike  t h e  days when Hen 
r y  Ford r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he could not  s e l l  
c a r s  unless  h i s  workers were paid enough 
t o  buy c a r s  themselves. 

P a r t i c u l a r  cases  f i l l  out  t h e  p ic tu re .  
GM is planning t o  c l o s e  almost two dozen 
p lan t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  & Canada, but it has 
become the  l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  employer i n  Mex 
ico. I t  has a l s o  opened a $690 mi l l ion  
p lan t  i n  EasteYnAdeqnany where employees 
a r e  wi l l ing  t o  I1work longer hours than 
t h e i r  pampered colleagues i n  Western Germ- 
any," a t  40 percent of t h e  wage & with few 
benef i t s ,  a s  t h e  Financia l  Times cheer i ly  
explains.  The r e t u r n  of much of Eastern 
Europe t o  f t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  r o l e  off 
e r s  new oppor tun i t i e s  t o  corporat ions  t o  
reduce cos t s ,  thanks t o  " r i s ing  unemploy- 
ment 6 pauperization of  l a rge  sec t ions  of 
the  i n d u s t r i a l  working c lass"  i n  t h e  East 
a s  c a p i t a l i s t  reforms proceed, according 
t o  the  Financial  Times. 

These processes w i l l  continue independ- 
:ntly of NAPTA. But, a s  explained by East- 
nan Kodak chairman Kay Whitmore, t h e  t r e a -  
ty may "lock i n  t h e  opening of Mexico's ec- 
nomy so t h a t  it c a n ' t  r e t u r n  t o  i ts  p ro t -  
x t i o n i s t  ways." I t  should enable Mexico 
' t o  s o l i d i f y  i t s  remarkable economic r e f -  
)rms," comments Michael Alto, d i r e c t o r  of 
:conomic s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  Council on Foreign 
l e l a t i o n s ,  I a f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l'economic m i r -  
xcle" f o r  t h e  r i c h  t h a t  has  devastated t h e  
~ o o r  majori ty.  I t  may fend o f f  t h e  danger 
loted by a Latin American development work 
;hop a t  t h e  Pentagon i n  September 1990, 
vhich found cur ren t  r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  Mex 
ican d i c t a t o r s h i p  t o  be "ex t raord ina r i ly  
)osi t ive( ' ,  untroubled by s t o l e n  e lec t ions ,  
ieath squads, endemic t o r t u r e ,  scandalous 
:reatment of workers & peasants,  & s o  on, 
m t  which saw one cloud on t h e  horizon: 
'a democracy opening i n  Mexico could t e s t  
:he s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by bringing i n t o  
) f f i c e  a government more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
:hallenging t h e  US on economic & na t iona l -  
i s t i c  grounds,p1 A s  always, t h e  b a s i c  
: h ~ e a t  i s  functioning democracy,. 

The t r a d e  agreements overr ide  t h e  r i g h t s  
of workers, consumers & t h e  f u t u r e  genera- 
t i o n s  who cannot V o t e f 1  i n  t h e  market on 
environment i s sues .  They he lp  keep t h e  pub 
l i c  "in Its place", These a r e  not  necess- 
a r y  f e a t u r e s  04 such agreements, but  they 
a r e  n a t u r a l  consequences of the  g rea t  s u e  
cess  of t h e  pas t  years  i n  reducing democ- 
racy t o  empty forms, s o  t h a t  t h e  v i l e  ma* 
i m  of masters can be pursued without un- 
due in te r fe rence  . 



By Barbara McLintock stores. 
Victoria Bureau The wine, which is very salty, is 

allowed to be sold in grocery stores 
Cooking wine should stay on because it is not considered to be 

grocery-store shelves, even if some a beverage. 
stores irresponsibly sell it to street And Gabelmann says he thinks 
alcoholics, says Attorney-General that's where it should stay, because 
Colin Gabelmann. it has an important role in Chinese 

The A-G says it's up to local gov- cooking. 
ernment authorities to deal with the "This is appropriately sold in gro- 
stores, perhaps by taking away busi- cery stores as long as it's properly 
ness licences. handled," he said. 

"City licensing has a role to play Victoria city council has sched- 
in ensuring that only appropriate uled a hearing to discuss whether 
sales are made," said Gabelmann. it should take away the business 

Some groups in Victoria want to licence of a store that has repeat- 
limit sale of the wines - some of edly sold the wine to street alco- 
which have an alcohol content of holics despite warnings from police 
more than 40 per cent - to liquor and the Chinese community. 

Edi tor ,  

I ' m  a b i t  i f  no t  somewhat confused wi th  
t h e  c u r r e n t  t e a c h e r ' s  s t r i k e .  I hope i t ' s  
over  by t h e  t ime t h i s  is  publ i shed  bu t  I 
f e e l  I should t a l k  about it. 

Being a s t a f f  pe r son  I ' m  i n  t h e  VMREU 
s o  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  I should be on t h e  t e a -  
che r s '  (or  t h e  un ion i s )  s i d e  of  t h e  issue. 
But I am not .  Education i s  a fundamental 
n e c e s s i t y ;  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  is  a b a s i c  r i g h t  
i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  United Nations.  So why 
do unions and school  boards deny t h e s e  
r i g h t s  through t h e i r  own l a c k  o f  comprom- 
i s e .  And Carnegies l  u s e r s  of t h e  Learning 
Centre & computer room a r e  so  d i s t a n c e d  
by t h e  outcome of t h i s  s t r i k e  y e t  t h e i r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  t o  l i t e r a c y  & educa- 
t i o n  a r e  be ing  denied r i g h t  he re  i n  Carn- 
e g i e ?  Wasn't a Learning Centre p u t  i n  
h e r e  t o  address  t h e  l ack  o f  educa t ion  

f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  D.E. !  S t a f f  he re  i n  t h e  
L.C. have a r i g h t  t o  support  f e l l ow  union 
members, f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  needs t o o  but  
should t hey  deny access  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  
t h a t ,  i n  my opin ion ,  is t h e  most import- 
a n t  one here?  LC VESTA members i n  p r i n c i -  
p a l  should support  t h e  t e a c h e r s  demands 
and i n  doing s o  h e l p  g e t  some of  t h e  ben- 
e f i t s  t h e y ' r e  ask ing  f o r .  But r e a l i s t i c -  
a l l y  what kind of  impack would t h e r e  be 
on t h e  School Board t o  compromise i f  Car- 
n e g i e s l  Learning Centre i s  c losed?  I be- 
l i e v e  t h i s  i s s u e  is more an i s s u e  of  den- 
i a l  o f  peoples '  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  t o  
educa t ion  & l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e i r  own neigh- 
borhood r a t h e r  t han  a pay inc rease ,  o r  
pa id  s i c k  l eave ,  f u l l  t ime s t a f f  o r  sen- 
i o r i t y ,  which most Carnegie S t a f f  a s  
union members d o n ' t  have. 

Steve Rose 





Save CRAB Park 
from Tour is t  Takeover 

7. The man i n  a r t i s t  Tora' s drawing 

fo rce  f o r  developers 
of the  many megaprojects on the  
doorstep of t h e  Downtown Easts ide  

4000 t o u r i s t s  would be ge t t ing  off  
these  ships.  That" f a r  too many 
out-of-area, upper-income t o u r i s t s  
t o  be landed so  near  t o  s e n s i t i v e  
birdmarsh a reas  E children's prmgrams. 

We need t h e  pedest r ian  overpass 
a t  Co1umbi.a S t r e e t  - f o r  e s s e n t i a l  
access 6 contact  with our neighbour- 
hood park. Crab Park i s  a c r u c i a l  
s a f e t y  valveintheDowntownEastside.  

Let ' s  s e e  an e a r l y  r e a l  promise 
f o r  l ~ w ~ i n c o m e ,  core-needy housing 
on these  Port  Corporation lands.  

Don Larson 

Well f o l k s ,  here I s i t  a t  Crab Park, 
l i s t ,ening t o  t h e  geese E o t h e r  b i r d s .  
t h i s  park a t t r a c t s .  

I t ' s  s l i g h h l y  windy r i g h t  now 'cause a  
h e l i j e t  j u s t  landed. 

This Park brings me ;so much peace and 
t r a n q u i l i t y . . t h e  sky i s  so  b l u e e a t h e  sun 
i s  so warm. A i r  i s  c l e a r  & easy t o  d iges t  
- very l i t t l e  po l lu t ion  - except when 
someone walks by smoking a  c ig .  

Soon, fo lks ,  we won" have a  p a r k . , . i f  
Por t s  Canada, CPRailways & some Ci ty  o f f -  
i c i a l s  have t h e i r  way. 

I t 9  time f o r  u s  t o  t ake  our own action. 
I ' m  t i r e d  of delays  f o r  our pedest r ian  
overpass. Talk t o  myself, J e f f  Somrners o r  
Paul Taylor. We a r e  making plans .  We had 
a  spec ia l  meeting a f t e r  the  Cityhadctheir  
meeting here i n  Carnegie. We need t o  be 
heard & taken se r ious ly .  

No more waiting. 
Some people go o n s t r i k e ;  some q u i t  o r  

give up: I'm not doing e i t h e r .  1'11 f i g h t  
t o  t h e  end..come E jo in  us soon! 

By MARGARET PREVOST 



- public r e l a t i o n s  reps from t h e  City,  
the  Port  Corp. & " t h e  a rch i t ec t "  came t o  a 
meeting i n  Carnegie. It was par t  of t h e  
process.  About 25 people were the re  - t h e  
meeting was The Future of CRAB Park. 
- The Port & City have decided t o  devel- 

op the  waterfront.  When asked what was i n  
t h e  plans ,  t h e  answer was  h hat's what we 
a re  hear t o  f ind out - from YOU!" ( I n  the  
Sun, t h e  same day, was a bold headline & 
s to ry  "SECOND CANADA PLACE I N  THE WORKS". 
- When asked i f  the  water would be f i l l e c  

t h e  answer was " W e ' l l  put i n  some f i l l "  & ---- 
t h e  PR guy quickly changed the  subject  . 
- It was a f i n e  example of t h e  Port  a t  

i t ' s  best  i n  an old game. Now, before do- 
ing what they want they hold l o t s  of pub- 
l i c  meetings, l e t  anyone & everyone say 
t h e i r  piece,  THEN do what they want. 

A s  J e f f  Sommers sa id ,  "Every time we 
get involved with the  Port  we get  screwed 
It 's time we . take matters i n t o  our own 
hands t o  get j u s t i c e .  I f  we play t h e i r  
game by t h e i r  ru les ,  we ' l l  Jose again." 

THE FU'I'URE OF CRAB PARK 

Three weeks ago one of our volunteers 
su f fe red  a v ic ious ,  cowardly a t t a c k  while 
having a beer  a t  t h e  Regent. It s t a r t e d  
with t h e  t h e f t  of some money & when he 
went t o  get  it back he was sucker-punched 
A s  a r e s u l t  he  had a broken cheekbone; an 
inch c l o s e r  & he would've l o s t  an eye. 

Don has  pressed charges & is  now being 
threatened by t h i s  same group os j a m t a r t s  
He has  had t o  leave h i s  home because they 
have harassed him the re .  He is wary of 
walking i n  t h e  downtown area.  

This  l e t t e r  i s  t o  l e t  Don know t h a t  we 
a t  Carnegie a r e  behind hLm & a r e  looking 
out f o r  him. This is t o  let him know t h a t  
we w i l l  not  t o l e r a t e  any t h r e a t s  made t o  
him i n  t h i s  bui ld ing.  Also, on t h e  s t ree t ,  
he  has more f r i e n d s  than he rea l i zes .  

So come on back Don, & don't worry ab- 
out these  j e rks .  

One Pissed Guy 

1 ' .,,. , a 





T h e  NAFTA S i d e - B a r  
N e g o t i a t i o n s  - - An 
E x e r c i s e  in  P o l i t i c a l  
Deception ? 
It appears that a political conflict is 
brewing over the current efforts to 
negotiate a set of side-bar accords to the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). On the one hand. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton is demanding a 
new set of parallel accords on labour 
rights and environmental safeguards 
before he submits NAFTA and its 
implementing legislation to Congress. 
On the other hand, Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney is resisting proposals to 
i nc lude  e f f e c t i v e  l a b o u r  and  
environmental provisions, with strong 
enforcement mechanisms, and i s  
prepared to rush Canada's implementing 
legislation through Parliament before the 
side bar deals have been negotiated. 

Yet, this emerging political conflict may 
well turn out to be an exercise of political 
deception. Sooner or later, it is bound to 
become clear that NAFTA cannot be 
"fixed" by side-bar deals. After all, the 
major components of NAFTA itself have 
been designed in such a way that they 
both contradict and cancel out the 
objectives of a labour commission as 
proposed by the Clinton Administration. 
Even if an effective set of labour and 
environmental  commiss ions  were  
established, with strong enforcement 
measures, they would necessitate a 
reopening of the key elements of NAFTA 
for  renegotiation. Clinton has 
repeatedly assured Mulroney (and 
Mexican President Salinas) that this is 
not in the cards. 

Labour Rights? 
OK the surface, President Clinton's 
proposals for  a North American 
Commission on Labour sound promising. 

But when you read the fine print, you 
see that its final form could range 
anywhere from a small office "with three 
fax machines" to a powerful agency with 
dispute-settling teeth and the ability to 
impose trade sanctions. At the end of 
the day, the token fax machine version 
will likely win out. Why ? Because the 
core of NAFTA -- especially its chapters 
on investment, market access, rules of 
origin, and technical standards -- contain 
provisions which mitigate against the 
recognition of labour rights. 
For example, competition based on. cheap 
labour is a central feature of the free 
trade model that underlies NAFTA and 
its predecessor, the U.S.-Canada Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA). Industries are 
openly encouraged to move to locations 
with the lowest wages. To attract and 
keep profitable investment, governments 
are compelled to generate lower wage 
conditions. 

The stringent content rules in NAFTA, 
coupled with extended deregulation 
measures, will also serve to further 
weaken Canada ' s  au to ,  t ex t i le ,  
transportation and telecommunications 
industries, throwing thousands more 
Canadians out of work. 



NAH;TA's investment code will prevent 
our governments from requiring that 
transnational companies provide jobs in 
exchange for access to our markets. Nor 
will they be able to promote local firms 
(and local hiring) b y .  giving them 
  reference in the government purchase 
of goods and services. American and 
Mexican firms, under NAFTA will have to 
be treated the same as domestic firms. 

NAFTA also threatens Canada's worker 
assistance programs. Government aid - - 
for  worker training and regional 
development projects, for example, could 
all be challenged as  "unfair trade 
subsides." 

Canada's occupational health and safety 
standards might not pass NAFTA's test of 
"risk assessment." If, for example, a 
Canadian government threatened to shut 
down a manufacturing plant for refusing 
to meet the higher Canadian standards, 
the government might have to prove that 
the health and safety threat to workers 

Environmental Safeguards ? 

The U.S. proposal to set up a North 
Amer ican  Commiss ion  on  the  
Env i ronmen t  a l so  h a s  s e r ious  
shortcomings. Its function would be 
confined to monitoring adherence to 
NAFTA's environmental goals by the 
three countries. It would have no 
enforcement powers, and, even if it did, 
they would be cancelled out by several 
sections of NAFTA itself. 
The section on energy, for example, in -. 

effect, precludes energy conservation 
through export quota, export taxes or 
subsidies. The resource section commits 
Canada to providing the U.S. with a 
perpetual ,supply of our  natural 
resources- - forest, fish and mineral, as 
well as oil and gas -- even in times of 
shortages. Both of these NAFTA 
components will accelerate the dangers 
of global warming and ozone layer 
depletion. 

was greater than the threat to their 
livelihood if the plant wore not allowed The rush On Canada's may 
to operate. even include our water, since NAFTA 



treats water as just another "good" to be 
exported. This raises the spectre of 
Canada's northern river systems being 
diverted to the U.S., with the severe 
environmental damage that could be 
caused by the flooding of large land 
tracts and the loss of wildlife habitats. 
NAFTA's "risk assessment" method for 
harmonizing national standards would 
lower instead of raising environmental 
protection. If for example, Canada were 
to  prohib i t  inves tment  i n  a 
manufacturing plant because it failed to 
meet our standards for toxic waste 
emission, NAFTA would require us to 
prove that the resulting environmental 
hazard posed more or a risk to workers 
that the economic loss of new jobs. 
It's true that NAFTA permits a country to 
encourage  "genera l ly  agreed  
environmental or conservation rules or 
standards." But that clause is qualified 
by the proviso that such rules and 
standard "must be the least trade 
restrictive necessary." It's a proviso that 
could be used to weaken or even 
eliminate some of our more effective 
conservation programs. 
Furthermore, the "national treatment" 
clause in NAFTA will almost surely lead 
to greater foreign control of our national 
resources. In British Columbia, for 

example, 43 per cent of Crown forest 
lands already are owned by foreigners, 
Under NAFTA, that trend could 'not be 
curbed, even if our governments wished 
to do so. 
None of these environmental and labour 
problems inherent in the NAFTA text can i 
be corrected, or  even moderated, by 
parallel accords. The core elements in 
NAFTA will simply override anything 
that may emerge form these side-bar 
negotiations. What's needed, instead, is 
a whole new round of negotiations aimed 
at reaching a fair trade agreement in 
which labour  and environmental  
objectives would have a central than a 
peripheral role. 
The Clinton Administration is widely 
viewed as marking the end of the era of 
"Reaganomics." But the market-driven 
philosophy of Reagan-Bush years 1 
remains embodied in both the FTA and 
NAFTA. If President Clinton is serious L 
about launching a more progressive 
economic policy, he should start by 
scrapping his predecessors' defective 
trade deals, rather than trying to make 
them look better with cosmetic codicils. 
To do otherwise, would be an act of 
political deception. 

, Tony Clarke 
National Chair 
ACN 

PUNCHUNE 
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Dunno, but we never 
did follow politics that 

What's 
happened 
to this 

country? 

F a i r  Taxes W i l l  Decrease National Debt 

In an a r t i c l e  i n  The Globe & Mail April  
6/93, Murray Dobbin from Saskatoon explai* 
ed why t ax ,b reaks  t o  wealthy Canadians and 
l a rge  corporations were a major cause of 
t h e  d e f i c i t .  

A 1991 S t a t i s t i c s  Canada study revealed 
t h a t  50% of our na t iona l  debt  was due t o  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of  gov ' t  t o  c o l l e c t  money (rev- 
enue) i n  proportion t o  t h e  increase  o f  
Canada' s wealth. 

In 1980 revenue l o s t  from untaxed corpor- 
a t e  p r o f i t s  was $10 b i l l i o n .  In 1987 reverr 
ue l o s t  from untaxed corporate p r o f i t s  was 
$27 b i l l i o n .  

In 1992 about 60,000 pnof i t ab le  corpora- 
t i o n s  i n  Canada w i l l  pay no taxes.  

Mr. Dobbin reminds us  t h a t  wealthy indiv- 
iduals  i n  Canada face  ampg t h e  lowest t a x  
es  of any country i n  t h e  Organization f o r  
Economic Co-operation &Development (OECD). 
One r e s u l t  of low taxes  f o r  t h e  wealthy is  
t h a t  Canada has more b i l l i o n a i r e s  p e r  c a p s  
ta  than any o t h e r  country i n  t h e  world. 
Canada & Aust ra l i a  a r e  the  only two indust- 
r i a l  coun t r i e s  t h a t  have no e s t a t e  tax .  Al- 
though h a l f  t h e  countr ies  of Europe have a 
n e t  wealth tax ,  Canada does not have one. 

According t o  t h e  '91 S t a t s  Canada study, 

That's 
.what we were 

counting on. 

44% of our na t iona l  debt  ( d e f i c i t )  was due 
t o  i n t e r e s t  charges on t h e  debt,  6 j u s t  6% 
was due t o  increases  i n  gov' t  spending. 
Spending on s o c i a l  programs accounted f o r  
about 2% of the  t o t a l  nat ional  debt. 

Yet it is  s o c i a l  spenidng t h a t  big b u s h  
ess  a t tacks .  Such narrow-minded s e l f - i n t e r  
e s t  is  breath-taking i n  i t s  mean-spirited 
avariciousness.  (Greed. ) 

We need an authent ic  na t iona l  debate on 
the  d e f i c i t  & how t o  manage it, but i t ' s  
not l i k e l y  we' l l  ge t  a debate i n  t h e  corp- 
o ra te  media. High i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  high un- 
employment, & t a x  breaks & loopholes f o r  
the weal th ies t  Canadians & l a r g e s t  corpora- 
t ions  need t o  be examined i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 
the common good. 

Another na t iona l  debate we need, & prob- 
ably won't ge t  i n  t h e  corporate media, i s  
a debate on Canada's t r a g i c  s o c i a l  d e f i c i t  

,has been well-documented iAiattincreasing 
ra tes  of poverty & unemployment b r ing  in- 
creasing r a t e s  o f  family breakdown, family 
violence, malnutri t ion,  in fan t  morta l i ty ,  
zhild abuse, youth a l i ena t ion ,  alcohol 4 
h u g  abuse, suic ide ,  mental i l l n e s s ,  rape, 
~omicide ,  and proper ty  crime. 

We w i l l  prevail;.thaggh. After  a l l ,  no 
Lie can l i v e  forever.  

By SANDY CAMERON 
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