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FREE - donatjons accepted.
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' ! SHE WOULDN'T TAKE NO Garry

Gust

j

. «And the voice said, as we moved
- £rom one very spacious area to
“another, '"This will ke the Weight
, Room...This will be the Pool Room...
The Theatre..The Board games
lounge..."

’The voice belonged to Diane Mac-~
+ Xenzie of '"Diane MacKenzie is
rworking Granville Street'" fame,
~and she was showing the product
-of her work which is tentatively
;called "Gathering Place;" a
rmodernized version of the
sCarnegie, located half a block
~off Granville, for the street
,people and residents of the
5'"Wild Side."

PLACE

Diane struggled against close to
impossible odds to acquire the
brand-spanking-new building, but
her work is only half done. What
remains is to devise a budget for}
the City in order to fill the now
empty rooms with equipment and
staff, and oversee their
implementation.

Hopefully by early 1994 the com-
munity centre will be in full
swing, offering a much needed
Carnegie type alternative to
taverns or hanging on the corner

wondering what to do.




Ghost House

How many houses
- flying along the streets
coliding with one another - no -
passing through one another?

Words,
. images...
We're not talking
'my apples,
his pines...'
(But yes we are)

01d fence (the white-haired fellow)
good fence
good neighbours.
We have words
to fend
against
harsh winds.
Harsh winds for the young.
for the old..
for the homeless

seeming-strangers

We have words
.to stop
the bleeding.

This ghost house is flying atwirl -
its furniture
left and right.
Your house may collide
with mine
and
merds arecwixed -

TRESPASSING
PITCHFORKS
The big frown.

Or so it seemed to me
when I was alone and
beginning to comprehend -
what
love
could possibly be.
(so lost)

How many forms of love did I see?
Politics to families
moving
from place to place -

a solitary traveller has
hidden amours and loves

kind-tender-beliefs and
a will o' the wisp step
'‘mid the crowds
'mid the strangers.

'everybody's all strangers here, Mom.
but I have hoéld of your hand.'

I remember that -
the sun was shining.

And I remember a sparrow
flitting on a branch
of a leafy tree.

and the breeze.

DERAS

showing works for
mes de junio.
exposicion durante el
the month of june.

MUSIC, POETRY, w.,

REFRESHMENTS
AND SNACKS.

Musicq, poesia, refrescos, v..

nachos’ y quesuto venga que
no le costara un centavito!

JUNE 6% 8 p.m
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Brain Dance

REPLYING to an invitation to a Scientists'
Pierre and Matle Curie were radiating enthusiasm
Einstein thought it would be relatively to attend
Volta was electrified, and Archimedes was bouyant at the thought

Wilbur Wright accepted - provided

Ohm resisted the idea at first

Stephenson thought the whole idea

¥ o O % Ok O % % % ¥ ¥ F

Ball:

he & his brother Orville could get a flight

Ampere was worried he wasn't up to current research

Boyle said he was under too much pressure

Edison thought it would be an illuminating experience

Dr. Jekyll declined, saying he hadn't been feeling himself lately
Watt reckoned it would be a good way to let off steam

was loco

Morse's reply?"I'llbe there on the dot. Can't stop now - must dash."

(Submitted by Gram)

HOUSING FORUM

Community Housing Forum
Sunday, June 13th
7pm - 9pm
at
Carnegie Centre

* Who decides what kind of housing goes
where in the Downtown Eastside § Strathcona?

* Who decides how much money will be prov-
ided to build low cost housing here?

* What is the difference between community
based and client-based housing?

* What are the alternatives to building
institutional housing?

These are some of the questions that'll
be discussed at a Housing Forum in the
Carnegie Theatre on Sunday, June 13, 7-9pm.

The Forum is sponsored by the Carnegie
Association, DERA § the Strathcona Resid-
ents' Association.

The Downtown Eastside § Strathcona have

the widest disparity of housing initheccity.
There are over 100 condos that have either
been built, are being built or are planned
| for the near future in the Gastown area.
. The prices range from $100,000 to over a
quarter million dollars. The asking price
for single-family houses in Strathcona is
in the $250-300 thousand range. Places

like this are way beyond the reach of most

people in the neighbourhood.

Meanwhile, just up the street, more and
more institutional housing is being jammed
into the area north of Hastings § east of
Main. Places where the staff are service
professionals § the residents are their
clients are being concentrated along Alex-
ander, Powell & Cordova Streets, on the
edge of the light industrial area.

In fact, almost 40% of all the social G
co-op housing buildings in the neighbour-
hood have been constructed in this part of
the community. Strathcona § the Downtown
Eastside west of Main, where the majority
of the people in the néighbourhood live,
each have less than 1/3 of all low-rent
buildings § far less client-based housing.

These housing trends have developed over
the last 10 years with little direct input
from neighbourhood residents. We want the
Housing Porum te address these issues § to
help initiate a community-wide discussion
about housing allocation in our part of
the city,

A panel with people from BC Housing, the
City § the community will discuss trends
toward client-based housing & alternatives
to it, zoning problems § housing programs
and policies,



It is with this Lookout housing project
as an example that the HOUSING FORUM is
being held in Carnegie on June 13.

Lookout has been a housing resource for
23 years & has persistently advocated for
good, affordable housing for all.

Dealing with the homeless & particularly

specializing in those who fall between
the cracks in the current housing situa-
tion - whatever that happens to be at the
time. Due to a lack of beds, during the
..winter we turn away over 100 people per
‘month & cannot locate other shelter.

The provincial gov't has finally recog-
nised homelessness & those at risk of be-
coming homeless & has developed a housing
strategy with funding to address issues.

Lookout has been allocated funding to
build 50 units of affordable, self con-
tained l-bedrooms at 401 Alexander Street

The target population is local residents
of the area who are marginalised in some
fashion - who have more difficulty with
housing options. Eg. safe, secure housing
for women; more housing for the mobility
impaired; younger people.

Given that the funding is from a new
source, eligibility constraints are more
flexible. Under current BC Housing regs,
no one under 45 can be housed unless they
are disabled.

We want to take advantage of this situ-
ation & provide this housing to those most
in need. This means we need to develop
tenant selection criteria that best meets
the local needs within the funding con-
straints we have.

This tenant selection criteria needs to
be developed with the understanding that
these are not care beds“but housing for
people who can live independently in the
community, If they require services or
support they will have to continue to be
provided through existing community agen-
cies & staff. Please be aware that though
the provincial gov't, in its press release
stated these were beds for the mentally
ill, this is not the case although some
tenants may have this disability.

EXCUSEMEEE / /‘;
cOULP I RENT 4 ROOM '
From Yoy 77 /
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Lookout has struck a sommittee of local
service workers to develop this tenant
selection criteria. This will determine
such issues as who gets into the housing
& what the area boundaries should be to
be considered a local resident. Eg .should
the boundary be Hastings or Union? Cambie
or Granville? Members include a worker
from.DERA, the Women's Centre, DEYAS and
First Church. Carnegie also has a rep &
a local businessperson will come. Any
suggestions for others?

Like all other Lookout housing projects
we will form a resident committee to
build a sense of community within the
building & to give input into the running
of the apartment block.’

Volunteers, ideas & help are welcomed!
Contact ‘Karen O'Shannecery at 255-0340,
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the Gastown merchants were unanimous in
opposition to the proposed route.

March organizers were asked by City Coun
cil'to find a compromise solution, but re-
fused to even consider a route along the
waterfront which would have been much less
disruptive.

They also seemed to think the people of

.EA\\‘(

City Council has voted to allow the
March For Jesus to disrupt the neighbour-
hood once again. '

Yes, folks, that's right. The wishes of
Fraser Valley bible thumpers come before
those of local residents.

They have the right to stomp through the
area with synchronized sound trucks § music
blasters, harassing those of us who refuse
to follow thier way, and mill about in
CRAB Park (ten thousand strong).

DERA representatives, staff of the Pan

our néighbourhood needed to have their

fsouls saved more than the slumlodds, abus-

ers § crafters of planetary destruction in
Shaughnessy, Point Grey or West Van.

1 We must already put up with the Indy, the

PNE parade, bicycle races, jazz festivals,
'two rush hours a day, corporate pub crawl-
ers, football rowdies, roaming packs of
2am beer-soaked neanderthals; film produc-
tion crews, § so on § so on, ad nauseum.
You can all look forward to this ''bless-
‘ed event" on Saturday, June 12, 1993. Star
ting around 10am they will march along
Hastings, Water § Alexander streets to Main
Since we once again won't be able to en-
joy peace in our neighbourhood, residents
of the community are encouraged to come
out § show our appreciation for both the
disruption § the unanimous Council endorse
ment of one more noisy spectacle on top of

Pacific Hotel, the Four Sisters Co-op and

the pile we already have.

SHOPPING PROJECT

People in the neighbourhood are fed up
with not having access to a reasonably
priced grocery store that stocks what they
need to buy.

There was a meeting on May 20 at Carneg-
ie to discuss the issue, Community members
had several good suggestions: one-stop
shopping, job training, nutritional educa-
tion, services for shut-ins, accessibility,
community input in management.

Big chains are not seen as appropriate
management of the store, which would be
ideally located near or slightly west of
Main § Hastings.

There will be more meetings at Strathco-
na Community Centre § at Ray-Cam in the
near future. Watch for flyers or call John
Norton on his pager at 893-9340 for info.

COMING TO CARNEGIE LIBRARY
May - June

In addition to the services already
available at Carnegie you'll be able to:
* have books checked in & out by computer
* recelve training on how to use the
computer catalogue of books
* apply for a Vancouver Library card at
_Carnegie (brown plastic card)
* place holds on books which are at
other branches in Vancouver.

*%%Qur policy 1s still no fines charged
on Carnegie-only cards.
If you have any questions please ask!
(665-3010)
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So, a while back one of our patrons, a
somewhat new, sometime volunteer, became
quite agitated taward a couple of our es-
teemed § hard-working 2nd floor staff. It
seems the problem was our habit of "ripp-
ing off the poor" of the downtown east-
side by charging 30 cents .for one piece
of toast. Well you can imagine how miffed
we were in the kitchen that this was act-
ually going on. So out into the streets I
went, armed with only my trusty pen & 404
50 that I could have a coffee while I was
writing down the real prices of cafe-type
food in the area.

Straight into Vic's Cafe I stormed.
"How much for a piece of toast?" said.i.

"Is that with jam, honey?"

"You betchal" .

"That'd be $1.25 for two pieces of pure
white..."

With mouth agape I stumbled out onto
the street. Lemme see, at that price one
piece would be,. mmm, about 63 cents. What
a shock! But obviously I started out at
the wrong place.

Over to the Ovaltine I sped clutching
my 40 cents ever tighter, knowing in my
heart that I would find the true price in
there.

"Can you tell me how much toast is?"

"Yes please, it is 90 cents for two
pieces; also it is 15 cents for a packet
of jam or peanut butter."”

Egads, I thought, at Carnegie we have
bowls of jam, peanut butter § honey that
go with the cost of the toast, (not the
whole bowl hopefully) § we even let the
patrons cook their own bread (100% whole
wheat of course).

Off I staggered to the Blue Eagle, the
Hastings restaurant, B§J...it was the
same story everywhere, §worse: sandwiches
ranging from $1.75 to over $3.00, bowls
of soup from $1.60 to $2.25. At .our kit-
chen all our sandwiches are 75 cents, and
our delicious soups are only 60¢ a bowl.

Bacon, eggs, hashbrowns § toast went
from $2.55 to $2.95; our breakfasts cost

v

(44

$1.50! $1.65 for a bowl of hot cereal at |

Vic's; our porridge is 35¢ a bowl. We seil

a complete 3 or 4-course dinner for $2.50
five days per week!

Trembling § weakened by the experience
I lurched back into the Carnegie, barely
making it up those spiral stairs onto the
2nd floor..'please be open this time' I
thought. Aha it is open § there's June. I
peeled my fingers back, exposing my 40¢.
"Can I please have a cup of coffee?"

"Sure..§ how much is a cup of coffee in
the real werld, eh?"

"... forgot to ask," I said confidently,
slipping back into the kitchen. Some days
it doesn't pay to find out just what is
happening in the real world, does it?

Just a réminder to anyone wishing to
learn how to make delicious Welsh soup,
see John § join his soup class every Fri-
day at 9 a.m. (TB test required). Also
kitchen volunteer meeting now 2nd Wedndsw
day of the month, § Nat does his cashier
training Thursdays at 2 p.m.

'Til next time, Happy Eating...!
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STATEMENT OF
LEONARD PELTIER

Leonard Peltier has been
honored with the request that
he provide the commencement
speech during the 1993
graduation ceremonies at
Evergreen State College
in Washington.

The following is the speech
he has worked so hard to prepare.
We hope you enjoy it!

Greetings to all of you my friends, § a
spectal congratulations to this graduat-
ing class. I am truly honoured to have
beenichosen as this year's commencement
speaker. This was both unexpected § excit
ing for me § I am proud to be one of the
voices you will hear to mark the beginn-
ing of a new journey in your lives, Iiwish
that I could have been present this day
to see you sitting impatiently, waiting
to finally burst into the '"real" world,
to see the start of a new dawn rising in
your eyes. It's important to have these
ceremonies, even if it begins to get too
hot § everyone seems long-winded. Ceremo-
nies are like landmarks in our lives, If
you don't see at least a few of them, you
get lost.

For many years it seemed that the light
in my life was nearly lost, Theconly-lifht
I knew was the spark of hepe ignited by
my many supporters. Unlike most pedple
trapped in the prison system, I'have been
fortunate in having ainetwerk behind me,
keeping me linked to the outside world §
keeping the injustice in my case before
the public eye. My family § friends never
abandoned me § I have made many friends
over the years, This has helped me to
maintain my strength, spirit § dignity
through even the most difficult times. I

fhave learned so much these last 17 years,
but 1lifet's most impprtant lesson to me
has been that we should care about each
other enough to sacrifice for the good of
our brothers and sisters.

By the time I reached the average age of
those of you graduating in today's ceremo-
ny, I had seen many things that I want you
to know about. It's not always pleasant to
realize that in this land of plenty, the
original inhabitants of this country were,
and are, being denied their most basic hu--
manrtights. By the time I had reached my
twenties I had seen prejudice, hatred, vio
lence, poverty, hunger, unemployment § ad-
diction. All around me my people suffered.
I had been taught, as I certainly hope you
have, to help those who are less fortunate
Have I ever regretted my involvement? No.

I have been honored over time with awards
for my political activities § struggle to
change the poor living conditions on reser
vations § instill a sense of pride §worth
into all indigenous children. These awards
have meant a lot to me, but when I lookout
these barred windows § see so much work
still needing to be done, I get a sense of
urgency, of needing to physically be there
again for my people. I have continued the
struggle from here, attempting to secure

scholarships for Native law students, fund



ing a newspaper for Native kids, § helping
to institute free health care § health care
training on Rosebud Reservation. It's not
enough. The unemployment rate is still
high. Kids are still drinking & dropping
out of school, not to mention the suicide
statistics. When will we say, as the com-
bined human family, "enough is enough!"?

I pray with all my heart that you, ‘respons
ible for the future of this country, remem
ber these things § do something about them
An educated person is a fortunate person.
I would have given anything to go to coll-
ege, but the twists § turns of my life did
not allow it. Treasure your education en-
ough to share it with the many people who,
for one reason or another, have been deni-
ed that basic right.

I've had to watch my own children grow
up without me. Whether they know this or
not, that is the hardest thing about being
in prison. I pray for them, worry about
them, and hope for their bright futures.
It hurts me when they make mistakes § I
cannot be there to help them. It hurts me
to be a father § yet be denied the opport-
unity to be a daddy. I now have four beau-
tiful grandchildren. I hope that soon I
will be ab;e tp be a 4rp4ker gramdad for
them, Maybe I will see them on a day like
this one, dressed in cap § gown § waving
to me through the crowd. Never could I im-
agine a prouder moment. I'm sure some of
you didn't even want to attend this cerem-
ony, but you had to please your family.
Tolerate your parents' excitement this day,
and if you can, share it! Be as proud of
yourself as they are of you.

And the light is getting brighter § bri-
ghter, I feel in my heart that now is the
beginning of a true time for healing be-
tween our Nations. When someone like my-
self can be elected as a commencement spea
ker at a respected institution like this
one, well, that certainly illustrates that
the tide is changing. Now, perhaps, we:will
be able to learn about § respect eachwother

American Indians share a history rich in
diversity, integrity, culture § tradition.
It is also rich in tragedy, deceit § geno-
cide, As the world learns of these atroci-
ties § cries out for justice, the light I
am seeing will ignite, § together we will

J s rice F,,e .

Canard

justice for all people everywhere, No *
human being should ever have to fear for
his or her life because of their politic-
al or religious beliefs, We are in this ‘
together, my friends, the rich § poor,
the red, white, black, brown § yellow. We
share responsibility for Mother Earth §
those who live § breathe upon her. Never
forget that,

I want out of prison § I am counting
on the help of every one of you to ensure
my release, but that will only be a new
beginning. From that point onward I pray
that you will remain active in the strug-
gle for the rights of indigenous people.
I hope to gather volunteers who are both
educated § dedicated to work, hands-on, "
on each needy reservation. This is my
dream § it can only become reality with
your help. We are not the only ones count-
ing on you. Our grandchildren, and yours,
are counting on you too.

1 want to thank you for giving me the
opportunity to speak to you today § for
this wonderful honor given me to be with
you in spiri§ as you celebrate this impor
tant moment in your lives. Good luck. I
love you § will not forget your kindness.

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,
Leonard Gwarth-ee-las Peltier



JUNE 26TH: PELTIER DAY!

Leonard Peltier Defense Committee invites you to participate in making
June 26th Leonard Peltier Day. We are hoping to see global involvement in
remembrance of the 18th anniversary of the shootout at the Jumping Bull
residence in Oglala, South Dakota, & to commemorate thé years Leonard has
sacrificed from his life to bring attention.to the needs of Native peoples.
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DOWNTOWN  STD Clinic - Monday through Friday, 9am - Spm.
EASTSIDE  FREE MEDICAL CLINIC -~ Mon, Wed, Friday, 5:30-7:30pm
YOUTH - NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; everyday, 9am-5Spm.

ACTIVITIES Needle Exchange Van - on the street evenings, Mon-Sat

SOCIETY

N.A. meets every Monday night at 223 Main St.

Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets daily at 59 Powell, 10am - 2:30.

1993 DONATIONS

Stuart M,-$50 Adbusters -$50
Kettle F,5.-$16 Wayne H.-$2.50
Bert T.-$10 Legal Aid -$50
Etienne S.-$50 Mary C.-$25

Lisa E.-$10 Abby K.-$5
Matt -$20 Paula R.-$20
Keith C.-$20  Steve T.-$15

Anonymous -$65

llelp in the Downtown Eastsidae (runds)

Social Services - $1,000
Vancouver llealth Dept.-$11

P Submission
Deadline
NEXT_ISSUE
10 June
(Friday

THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE
CARNEGIE COMMUNLTY CENTRE ASSOCIATION.

\ Articles represent the views of Individual
contributors and not of the Association.

NEED HELP ?

The Downtown Eastside Reslidents' Association
can help you with:

» ®

e

> ® % %

any welfare problem
information on legal rights
disputes with landlords
unsafe living conditions
income tax

VIC problems

finding housing

opening a bank accouat

Come into the DERA office at 9 East llastings St

or phone us at 682-0931.

DERA's General Membership meeting is on the last Friday

of every month in Carnegie Theatre, starting at 10:30 am.

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING THE
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE FOR 20 YEARS.



Masters of mankind: Notes on NAFTA

ESSAY / By Noam Chomsky

* Sypranational economic institutions are
the generals in the new international
class war. Trade agreements are the wea
pons. Democracy is the loser.

Throughout history, Adam Smith observed,
we find the workings of the "vile maxim of
the masters of mankind'": "All for ourselves
& nothing for other people.'" The invisible
hand, he wrote, will destroy the possibil-
ity of a decent human existence '"unless
government takes pains to prevent' this
outcome, as must be assured in "every im-
proved and civilized society."

The masters of mankind in Smith's day
were the '"merchants and manufacturers" who
were the "principal architects" of state
policy. In our day the masters are,incr--
easingly, the supranational corporations §
financial institutions that dominate the
world economy, including trade - a dubious
name for a system in which some 40 percent
of U.S. trade takes place within companies
centrally managed by the same highly visi-
ble hands that control planning, products
ion & investment.

The World Bank reports that protection-
ist measures of the industrialized count-
ries reduce national income in the South
by about twice the amount of official aid
to the region - aid that is itself largely
export promotion, most of it directed to
richer sectors (less needy, but better comn
sumers). In the past decade, most of the
rich countries have increased protection-
ism, with the Reaganites often leading the
way in the crusade against economic liber-
alism. These practices, along with the pro-
grams dictated by the International Monet-
ary Fund § the World Bank, have helped dow
ble the gap between rich § poor countries
since 1960.

The international class war is reflected

in the United States, where real wages have
fallen to the level of the mid-1960s. Wage
stagnation, extending to the college educ-
ated. changed to sharp decline in the mid-
1980s, in part a consequence of the decli
ine in 'defence spending', our euphemism
for the state industrial policy that all-
ows 'private enterprise' to feed at the
public trough. More than 17 million work-
ers were unemployed or underemployed by
mid-1992. Economic Policy Institute econo-
mists Lawrence Mishel § Jared Bernstein re
port - a rise of 8 million during the Bush
years. Of the limited gain in total wealth
in the '80s, "70 percent accrued to the top
one percent of income earners, while the
bottom lost absolutely,' according to MIT
economist Rudiger Dornbusch.

Structures of government have tended to

coalesce around economic power. The pro-
cess continues. In the London Financial

Ballots are superseded by international financial arrangements and

globalization brings about the spread of the Third World soclal model:

islands of enormous privilege in a sea of misery and despailr.

4
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Times, James Morgan describes the ''de fac-
to world government' that is taking shape
in the ''new imperial age': the IMF, World
Bank, Group of 7 industrialized nations,
General Agreement on Tariffs & Trade (GATT)
§ other institutions designed to serve the
interests of transnational coérporations,
banks § investment firms.

One valuable feature of these institut-
ions is their immunity from popular influ-
ence. Elite hostility to democracy is deep
rooted, understandably.

It is within this framework that the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
§ GATT should be understood. Note first
that such agreements have only a limited

relation to free trade. One primary US ob-
jective is increased protection for "int-
ellectual property,' including software,
patents for seeds § drugs, § so on. The US
International Trade Commission estimates
that American companies stand to gain over
$61 billion a year from the Third World if
US protectionist demands are satisfied at
GATT (as they were in NAFTA), at a cost to
the South that will dwarf the current huge
flow of debt-service capital to the North.
Such measures are designed to ensure
that US-based corporations control the
technology of the future, including bio-
technology, which, it is hoped, will allow
protected private enterprise to control
health, agriculture § the means*of life
generally, locking the poor majority into
dependence § hopelessness. The same meth-
ods are being employed to undermine Canad-
a's annoyingly efficient health services
by imposing barriers to the use of generic
drugs, thus sharply raising costs - § prof-
its to state-subsidised US corporations.
NAFTA also includes intricate ''rules..of
origin" requirements designed to keep for-
eign competitors out. Two hundred pages

are devoted to rules to ensure a high per-
centage of value added in North America
(protectionist measures that should be in-
creased, some US opponents of NAFTA argue).
Furthermore, the agreements go far beyond
trade (itself not really trade but in
large part intracompany transfers, as noted).

NAFTA is an executive agreement, reached
on August 12, 1992, just in time to become
a major issue in the US presidential cam-
paign. It was mentioned, but barely. To
give just one example of how debate was
precluded, take the case of the Labor Ad-
visory Committee (LAC), established by the
Trade Act of 1974 to advise the executive
on any trade agreement. The LAC, which is
based in the unions, was informed that its
report on NAFTA was due on Sept. 9. The
text of this intricate treaty was provided
to it one day before. In its report, the
LAC notes, ''the administration refused to
permit any outside advice on the develop-
ment of this document § refused to make a
draft available for comment,' The situa-
tion in Canada § Mexico was similar, In
such ways, we approach the long-sought
ideal: formal democratic procedures that
are devoid of meaning, as citizens scarce-
ly have an idea of the policies that will
shape their lives,

The LAC concluded that the treaty would
be a bonanza for investors but would harm
US workers § probably Mexicans as well,.
One likely consequence is an acceleration
of migration from rural to urban areas as
Mexican corn producers are wiped out by
US agribusiness, depressing still further
wages that haye already dropped sharply
in recent years § are likely to remain
low, thanks to the harsh repression that
is a crucial element of the highly touted
Mexican ''economic miracle."

NAFTA “will have the effect of prohibi-
ting democratically elected bodies at all
levels of gov't from enacting measures
deemed inconsistent with the provisions
of the agreement," the LAC report contin-
ues, including those on the environment,
workers'! rights, § health § safety, all
open to challenge as "unfair restraint of
trade'.

Such developments are already under way



in the framework of the US-Canada 'free
trade" agreement. Included are efforts to
require Canada to abandon measures to pro-
tect the Pacific salmon, to bring pesti-
cide § emissions regulations in line with
laxer US standards, to end subsidies for
re-planting after logging & to bar a sing-
le payer auto insurance plan in Ontario
that would cost US insurance companies
hundreds of millions of dollars in profits
Meanwhile Canada has charged the US with
violating "fair trade' by imposing EPA
standards on asbestos use § requiring re-
-cycled fibre in newsprint.

One consequence of the globalization of
the economy is the rise of new governing
institutions to serve the interests of pri
vate transnational economic power. Another
is the spread of the Third World social
model, with islands of enormous privilege
in a sea of misery § despair. A walk thru
any American city gives human form to the
statistics on quality of life, distributi
ion of wealth, poverty § employment. In-
creasingly, production can be shifted to
high-repression, low-wage areas §directed
to privileged sectors of the global econo-
my. Large parts of the population thus be-
come superfluous for production § perhaps
even as a market, unlike the days when Hem
ry Ford realized that he could not sell
cars unless his workers were paid enough
to buy cars themselves.

Particular cases fill out the picture.
GM is planning to close almost two dozen
plants in the States § Canada, but it has
become the largest private employer in Mex
ico. It has also opened a $690 million
plant in Eastefn:Germany where employees
are willing to "work longer hours than
their pampered colleagues in Western Germ-
any," at 40 percent of the wage § with few
benefits, as the Financial Times cheerily
explains. The return of much of Eastern
Europe to its traditional service role off
ers new opportunities to corporations to
reduce costs, thanks to '"rising unemploy-
ment § pauperization of large sections of
the industrial working c¢lass' in the East
as capitalist reforms proceed, according
to the Financial Times.

These processes will continue independ-

'ently of NAFTA. But, as explained by East-

man Kodak chairman Kay Whitmore, the trea-
ty may '"lock in the opening of Mexico's ec
onomy so that it can't return to its prot-
ectionist ways." It should enable Mexico
"to solidify its remarkable economic ref-
orms," comments Michael Alto, director of
economic studies at the Council on Foreign
Relations, referring to the "economic mir-
acle" for the rich that has devastated the
poor majority. It may fend off the danger
noted by a Latin American development work
shop at the Pentagon in September 1990,
which found current relations with the Mex
ican dictatorship to be "extraordinarily
positiveY, untroubled by stolen elections,
death squads, endemic torture, scandalous
treatment of workers § peasants, § so on,
but which saw one cloud on the horizon:

{"a democracy opening in Mexico could test
ithe special relationship by bringing into

office a government more interested in
challenging the US on economic § national-
istic grounds." As always, the basic
threat is functioning democracy.

\(_fsl
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The trade agreements overr1de the rights
of workers, consumers § the future genera-
tions who cannot '"vote" in the market on
environment issues, They help keep the pub-
lic "in its place". These are not necess-
ary features of such agreements, but they
are natural consequences of the great suc-
cess of the past years in reducing democ-
racy to empty forms, so that the vile max
im of masters can be pursued without un-

k

due interference.




By Barbara Mclintock

Victoria Bureau

Cooking wine should stay on
grocery-store shelves, evenif some
stores irresponsibly sell it to street
alcoholics, says Attorney-General
Cotlin Gabelmann.

The A-G says it’s up to local gov-
ernment authorities to deal with the
stores, perhaps by taking away busi-
ness licences.

“City licensing has a role to play
in ensuring that only appropriate
sales are made,” said Gabelmann.

Some groups in Victoria want to
limit sale of the wines — some of
which have an alcohol content of
more than 40 per cent — to liquor

stores.

The wine, which is very salty, is
allowed to be sold in grocery stores
because it is not considered to be
a beverage.

And Gabelmann says he thinks
that's where it should stay, because
it has an important role in Chinese
cooking.

“This is appropriately sold in gro-
cery stores as long as it's properly
handled,” he said.

Victoria city council has sched-
uled a hearing to discuss whether
it should take away the business
licence of a store that has repeat-
edly sold the wine to street alco-
holics despite warnings from police
and the Chinese community.

Editor,

I'm a bit if not somewhat confused with
the current teacher's strike. I hope it's
over by the time this is published but I
feel I should talk about it.

Being a staff person I'm in the VMREU
so in solidarity I should be on the tea-
chers' (or the union's) side of the issue.
But I am not. Education is a fundamental
necessity; that literacy is a basic right
in the eyes of the United Nations. So why
do unions and school boards deny these
rights through their own lack of comprom-
ise. And Carnegies' users of the Learning
Centre § computer room are so distanced
by the outcome of this strike yet their
international rights to literacy & educa-
tion are being denied right here in Carn-
egie? Wasn't a Learning Centre put in
here to address the lack of education

,facilities in the D.E.! Staff here in the
L.C. have a right to support fellow union
members, fight for their needs too but
should they deny access to the service
that, in my opinion, is the most import-
ant one here? LC VESTA members in princi-
pal should support the teachers demands
and in doing so help get some of the ben-
efits they're asking for. But realistic-
ally what kind of impack would there be
on the School Board to compromise if Car-
negies' Learning Centre is closed? I be-
lieve this issue is more an issue of den-
ial of peoples' international rights to
education § literacy in their own neigh-
borhood rather than a pay increase, or
paid sick leave, full time staff or sen-
iority, which most Carnegie Staff as
union members don't have. ‘

Steve Rose




The DoGooder's 'Lest We Be Found Out"

I have always said Canadians "not to be
mixed up with Native People' are one of
the most discriminating, if not the lead-
ing culprits in treatment of ethnic people
They put on a front for the whole world to
see of sending billions of dollars oversBs
...number one hypocrits as we wll know.

Everyday we read in the papers "Discrim-
ination' against Native Peoples. Clean up
your act now Canada! We're fed up with
your bullshit!

A.Militant

American Negro

Time was forgotten

my hand saw fife.

There under cotton

She brought me to life.

The years slowly passed
but the season remain
In Dixie I grew up

and worked in the laine.

1 knew that she cared
and so tenderly

0ld eyes of crying
came tired to the lee.

Rodway Balkwin & Ron Carten
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Save CRAB Park
from Tourist Takeover

The man in artist Tora's drawing

ﬂare many kinds of addictions: Power
Money. Greed.

The driving force for developers
of the many megaprojects on the
doorstep of the Downtown Eastside
may be an addiction. We need human
scale development, not megaproject
madness - we don't need overbuilt,

9 too high rich ghettoes.

The Port of Vancouver Corporation

: could put the double-pier cruise-
-<\__—‘~¥5:;:>.3> ship facility on the North Shore of
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4000 tourists would be getting off
;EE these ships. That's far too many
_——=—=—=—gut-of-area, upper-income tourists

to be landed so near to sensitive
birdmarsh areas § children's: pregrams

We need the pedestrian overpass
at Columbia Street - for essential
access § contact with our neighbour
hood park. Crab Park is a crucial
safety Vvalye in:the Downtown Eastside,

Let's see an early real promise
for low-income, core-needy housing
on these Port Corporation lands.

Don Larson

/

o

Well folks, here I sit at Crab Park,
listening to the geese § other birds.
this park attracts.’

It's slightly windy right now ‘cause a
helijet just landed, .

This Park brings me.:so much peace and
tranquility..the sky is so blue..the sun
is so warm. Air is clear § easy to digest
- very little pollution - except when
someone walks by smoking a cig.

Soon, folks, we won't have a park...if
Ports Canada, CPRailways § some City off-
icials have their way.

Sm——

It's time for us to take our own action,
I'm tired of delays for our pedestrian
overpass. Talk to myself, Jeff Sommers or
Paul Taylor. We are making plans. We had
a special meeting after the City had'their
meeting here in Carnegie. We need to be
heard § taken seriously.

No more waiting.

Some people go on strike; some quit or
give up. I'm not doing either. I'll fight
to the end..come § join us soon!

By MARGARET PREVOST




THE FUTURE OF CRAB PARK

- Public relations reps from the City,
the Port Corp. & "the architect" came to a
meeting in Carnegie. It was part of the
process. About 25 people were there - the
meeting was The Future of CRAB Park.

- The Port & City have decided to devel-
op the waterfront. When asked what was in
the plans, the answer was '"That's what we
are hear to find out - from YOU!" (In the
Sun, the same day, was a bold headline &
story "SECOND CANADA PLACE IN THE WORKS".

- When asked if the water would be filled

the answer was "We'll put in some fill" &
the PR guy quickly changed the subject.

- It was a fine example of the Port at
it's best in an old game. Now, before do-
ing what they want they hold lots of pub-
lic meetings, let anyone & everyone say
their piece, THEN do what they want.

As Jeff Sommers said, "Every time we
get involved with the Port we get screwed.
It's time we .take matters into our own
hands to get justice. If we play their
game by their rules, we'll lose again."

Three weeks ago one of our volunteers
suffered a vicious, cowardly attack while
having a beer at the Regent. It started

gvith the theft of some money & when he

went to get it back he was sucker-punched
As a result he had a broken cheekbone; an
inch closer & he would've lost an eye.

Don has pressed charges & is now being
threatened by this same group os jamtarts
He has had to leave his home because they
have harassed him there. He is wary of
walking in the downtown area.

This letter is to let Don know that we
at Carnegie are behind him & are looking
out for him. This is to let him know that
we will not tolerate any threats made to
him in this building. Also, on the street,
he has more friends than he realizes.

‘ S50 come on back Don, & don't worry ab-

out these jerks.
l . One Pissed Guy

X

i
H

i




| e —
& oq0 Guvay ung amm dwop
erseﬂ P S 8) PR MSPAL

A BY |u‘|¢1o-.Hl ﬂ‘u- ,‘W\UJJO‘ o4 ho
oy . “PRep e
.ﬁ'& \o"ﬂ“—wuu'“ 31 1‘.( Mé.—”ﬂ“ UM—DQ-WGHU ¢V¢‘-‘¢. Ja-‘.)#. ”‘- ue
.\*ﬂ! P oM UO.-V‘\. ». .w lﬂ.(“ H k7 00.—0% oo.f‘ *
sty “budtw‘s.% ruvﬁtﬁi i 418 n’ff Doﬂ d«v‘n H ..{ +a
QD > i
Ll
WEULY G

o

Jomaiio wi caqy

A«U\rw. a»mou ﬁ_o,o_

‘posp $5IuyQ0

Woraq

—
W

P.21u1

LIk wrs (3¢
A. {2 s..w«&.@ AV3L9 249 “
Bd . n?oe._a..osxﬂwuwﬁm NTh
O Fonss S A 1
5902183 WY} ey N
ry .. \D—‘US ¢t

%VV\. In 1+ Iane .
P &datue&(_ \#6. an_w.%

d | wayues
u.so..$~u ’1.. rd ﬂ‘ﬁvubu
F1 My emcy

Lo UG o aek dejs oy
| PPP2P o PRIb 28w 4O

L7

~n 1 / ‘A
2424 L300 F49M ...n..s}*

PN

12
- Sl
Yy
\
oy

. O
7

| YPLS
V.Gt—.é
6 by

' INOOIS N
Rq

- &2
@%@@@@.
g @bu@ /|

.

of DaoAM, _Shos 243 ubis M|




The NAFTA  Side-Bar
Negotiations --  An
Exercise in Political
Deception ?

It appears that a political conflict is
brewing over the current efforts to

negotiate a set of side-bar accords to the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). On the one hand, U.S.
President Bill Clinton is demanding a
new set of parallel accords on labour
rights and environmental safeguards
before he submits NAFTA and its
implementing legislation to Congress.
On the other hand, Prime Minister Brian

Mulroney is resisting proposals to
include effective labour and
environmental provisions, with strong
enforcement mechanisms, and is

prepared to rush Canada's implementing
legislation through Parliament before the
side bar deals have been negotiated.

Yet, this emerging political conflict may
well turn out to be an exercise of political
deception. Sooner or later, it is bound to
become clear that NAFTA cannot be
"fixed" by side-bar deals. After all, the
major components of NAFTA itself have
been designed in such a way that they
both contradict and cancel out the
objectives of a labour commission as
proposed by the Clinfon Administration.
Even if an effective set of labour and
environmental commissions were
established, with strong enforcement
measures, they would necessitate a
reopening of the key elements of NAFTA
for renegotiation. Clinton has
repeatedly assured Mulroney (and
Mexican President Salinas) that this is
not in the cards.

Labour Rights?
On the surface, President Clinton's
proposals for a North American

Commission on Labour sound promising.

But when you read the fine print, you
see that its final form could range
anywhere from a small office "with three
fax machines" to a powerful agency with
dispute-settling teeth and the ability to
impose trade sanctions. At the end of
the day, the token fax machine version
will likely win out. Why ? Because the
core of NAFTA -- éspecially its chapters
on investment, market access, rules of
origin, and technical standards -- contain
provisions which mitigate against the
recognition of labour rights. '
For example, competition based on- cheap
labour is a central feature of the free
trade model that underlies NAFTA and
its predecessor, the U.S.-Canada Free
Trade Agreement (FTA). Industries are
openly encouraged to move to locations
with the lowest wages. To attract and
keep profitable investment, governments
are compelled to generate lower wage

conditions.

The stringent content rules in NAFTA,
coupled with extended deregulation
measures, will also serve to further
weaken  Canada's auto, textile,
transportation and telecommunications
industries, throwing thousands more

Canadians out of work.




NAFTA's investment code will prevent
our governments from requiring that
transnational companies provide jobs in
exchange for access to our markets. Nor
will they be able to promote local firms
(and local hiring) by giving them
preference in the govermment purchase
of goods and services. American and
Mexican firms, under NAFTA will have to
be treated the same as domestic firms.

SAY BORGKA? T CAUBHT TRE R JUF AL CINANANS
THeRAG T SNRAK NI MEa0D Y0 BIND WK,

NAFTA also threatens Canada's worker
assistance programs. Government aid
for worker training and regional
development projects, for example, could
all be challenged as "unfair trade
subsides.”

Canada's occupational health and safety
standards might not pass NAFTA's test of
"risk assessment." If, for example, a
Canadian government threatened to shut
down a manufacturing plant for refusing
to meet the higher Canadian standards,
the government might have to prove that
the health and safety threat to workers
was greater than the threat to their
livelihood if the plant were not allowed
to operate.

-Environment

Environmental Safeguards ?

The U.S. proposal to set up a North
American Commission on the
also has serious
Its function would be
confined to monitoring adherence to
NAFTA's environmental goals by the
three countries. It would have no
enforcement powers, and, even if it did,
they would be cancelled out by several
sections of NAFTA itself.

The section on energy, for example, in
effect, precludes energy conservation
through export quota, export taxes or
subsidies. The resource section commits
Canada to providing the U.S. with a

shortcomings.

perpetual ,supply of our natural
resources- - forest, fish and mineral, as
well as oil and gas -- even in times of
shortages. Both of these NAFTA

components will accelerate the dangers
of global warming and ozone layer
depletion. :

(NOT AHOTHER f.. ...
TRADE AGREEMEAT)

The rush on Canada's
even include our waier,

resources may
since NAFTA



treats water as just another "good” to ‘be
exported.  This raises the spectre of
Canada’'s northern river systems being
diverted to the U.S., with the severe
environmental damage that could be
caused by the flooding of large land
tracts and the loss of wildlife habitats.
NAFTA's "risk assessment” method for
harmonizing national standards would
lower instead of raising environmental
protection. If for example, Canada were
to prohibit investment in a
manufacturing plant because it failed to
meet our standards for toxic waste
emission, NAFTA would require us to
prove that the resulting environmental
hazard posed more or a risk to workers
that the economic loss of new jobs.

It's true that NAFTA permits a country to
encourage "generally agreed
environmental or conservation rules or
standards." But that clause is qualified
by the proviso that such rules and
standard "must be the least trade
restrictive necessary.” It's a proviso that
could be used to weaken or even
eliminate some of our more effective
conservation programs.

Furthermore, the "national treatment”

clause in NAFTA will almost surely lead
to greater foreign control- of our national
In British Columbia, for

resources.
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example, 43 per cent of Crown forest
lands already are owned by foreigners...
Under NAFTA, that trend could not be
curbed, even if our governments wished
to do so.

None of these environmental and labour
problems inherent in the NAFTA text can
be corrected, or even moderated, by
parallel accords. The core elements in
NAFTA will simply override anything
that may emerge form these side-bar
negotiations. What's needed, instead, is
a whole new round of negotiations aimed
at reaching a fair trade agreement in

which labour and environmental
objectives would have a central than a
peripheral role.

The Clinton Administration is widely
viewed as marking the end of the era of
"Reaganomics." But the market-driven
philosophy of Reagan-Bush years
remains embodied in both the FTA and
NAFTA. If President Clinton is serious
about launching a more progressive
economic policy, he should start by
scrapping his predecessors' defective
trade deals, rather than trying to make
them look better with cosmetic codicils.
To do otherwise, would be an act of

olitical deception.
POt P - Tony Clarke

National Chair
ACN
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Dunno, but we never

What’s
happened
to this
country ?

-

closely.

It's

- Fair Taxes Will Decrease National Debt

In an article in The Globe § Mail April
6/93, Murray Dobbin from Saskatoon explain-
ed why tax breaks to wealthy Canadians and
large corporations were a major cause of
the deficit.

A 1991 Statistics Canada study revealed
that 50% of our national debt was due to
the failure of gov't to collect money (rew
enue) in proportion to the increase of
Canada's wealth.

In 1980 revenue lost from untaxed corpor
ate profits was $10 billion. In 1987 reven
ue lost from untaxed corporate profits was
$27 billion.

In 1992 about 60,000 pwofitable corpora-
tions in Canada will pay no taxes.

Mr. Dobbin reminds us that wealthy indiw
iduals in Canada face among the lowest tax
es of any country in the Organization for
Economic Co-operation § Development (OECD).
One result of low taxes for the wealthy is
that Canada has more billionaires per capk
ta than any other country in the world.
Canada § Australia are the only two indust
rial countries that have no estate tax. Al
though half the countries of Europe have a
net wealth tax, Canada does not have one.

According to the '91 Stats Canada study,

did follow politics that

v That’s
.what we were
counting on.

44% of our national debt (deficit) was due
to interest charges on the debt, § just 6%
was due to increases in gov't spending.
Spending on social programs accounted for
about 2% of the total national debt.

Yet it is social spenidng that big busin
ess attacks. Such narrow-minded self-inter
est is breath-taking in its mean-spirited
avariciousness. (Greed.)

We need an authentic national debate on
the deficit § how to manage it, but it's
not likely we'll get a debate in the corp-
orate media. High interest rates, high un-
employment, § tax breaks & loopholes for
the wealthiest Canadians § largest corpora
tions need to be examined in the light of
the common good.

Another national debate we need, § prob-
ably won't get in the corporate media, is
a debate on Canada's tragic social deficit

,has been well-documented tliattincreasing
rates of poverty § unemployment bring in-
creasing rates of family breakdown, family
violence, malnutrition, infant mortality,
child abuse, youth alienation, alcohol §
drug abuse, suicide, mental illness, rape,
homicide, and property crime.

We will prevail,*though. After all, no
lie can live forever.

‘ By SANDY CAMERON



YOU'VE GOT THE
WRONG ONE, BABY

The Commercialization of
Canadian Life American Style
- & How We’re Blowing It

[l Come hear the insightful author
B and public policy consultant:

HERSCHEL
HARDIN

7:30 pm,Wednesday
| June 2nd, 1993

Robson Square Conference Centre
N. E. Corner, Robson & Hornby
Vancouver FREE ADMISSION
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