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K i m  Campbell - Mulroney Clone 
(Part  3) 

K i m  Campbell uses the nat ional  debt 
a s  a club ' t o  a t tack  Canadian soc i a l  
programs. Murray Dobbin reminds us  i n  
h i s  book The P o l i t i c s  of K i m  Campbell, 
t h a t  50% of Canada's debt i s  due t o  t a x  
breaks and t a x  loopholes, and t h a t  high 
i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  another Tory pol icy,  

I 

account f o r  42% of the  debt.  Only 6% of 
t he  debt i s  due t o  increased spending, 
and j u s t  a t h i r d  of t h a t  i s  spending on 
soc i a l  programs. 

So what does she a t tack?  Social  pro- 
grams ! 

Adam Smith, the  economist who wrote 
Wealth of Nations (1776), was a l so  a / moral philosopher. He knew t h a t  corpor- 

a t e  business people could not be t r u s t -  
ed i n  government, and t h a t  greed had t o  
be regulated. This is what he sa id  in  
h i s  book about powerful business people 
i n  p o l i t i c s :  
"Their proposals ought t o  be l i s t ened  

t o  with g rea t  precaution .... They come 
from an order  of persons whose i n t e r e s t  
i s  never exact ly the  same a s  t h a t  of the  
publ ic  - an order  of persons who have, 
general ly ,  an i n t e r e s t  t o  deceive & even 
oppress the  public,  and who accordingly 
have, upon many occasions, both deceived 
and oppressed it." 

In my view, t h i s  quote by Adam Smith 
f i t s  K i m  Campbell, Brian Mulroney and 
the federa l  Conservatives per fec t ly .  

By SANDY CAMERON 

The Policy Statement on CRAB Park 

Vancouver planning s t a f f  a r e  about t o  
re lease  t h e i r  Policy Statement on the  
Port development beside Crab Park. 

The bottom l i n e  is:  If there  i s  a Con- 
vention Centre p lus  a double-berth c ru i -  
seship p5erlifi;;the plan, then Crab Park 
won't sureive as  a place f o r  low income 
families.  

We want Crab Park t o  remain f o r  Down- 
town Eastside people. We don't  want a 
Flor ida Beach, with i ts  violence & soci-  
a l  problems, 

To c rea t e  a sa fe  community on the  
waterfront and one t h a t  doesn ' t  hur t  lo- , 

c a l  use of Crab park should be the  goal. 

Don Larson 
FLASH: The Port E t h e  City,  i n  t h e i r  

Policy Statement, plan t o  do the 
t o u r i s t  development. They have bas ica l ly  
l i s t ened  t o  nothing t h a t  l oca l  Downtown 
Easts ide res idents  & groups have said.  
We cannot a f ford  the  soc i a l  consequenceS 
of t h i s  pol icy statement.  



Yuppies condos ... 
( E d i t o r ' s  note :  The following l e t t e r  i s  
i n  response t o  one s e n t  byMichaelMcCoy 
who owns a business  o r  a condo on Pow- 
e l l  S t r e e t  i n  Gastown. He wants CRAB 
Park access  on ly  a t  C a r r a l l  S t . )  

Dear Michael, Oct.6, 1993 I 
You s e n t  me a copy of a l e t t e r  you 

wrote t o  Geoff McMurchy of  t h e  BC Coal- 
i t i o n  of People with D i s a b i l i t i e s .  You 
s e n t  copies  t o  10 o r  11 d i f f e r e n t  peop- 
l e .  Maybe t h i s  was supposedtomake what 
you had t o  say  more v a l i d . . .  

F i r s t ,  though, t h e  enclosure  t h a t  you 
found s o  i n t e r e s t j n g  was undated (an 
o v e r s i g h t ? )  but  through s l e u t h  & pa ins -  
t ak ing  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  techniques it came 
t o  l i g h t  t h a t  t h i s  meeting happened AT 
LEAST 6 y e a r s  ago...more l i k e l y  7 but  
who's counting.  The Standing Committee 
on Access t o  P o r t s i d e  Park was formed 
a f t e r  t h e  meeting t h a t  enthmalled you. 

The Committee met over  t h e  fol lowing 
6 years ,  o f t e n  dragging i t s  h e e l s  due 
t o  t h e  NPA/business agenda, bu t ,  a s  you 
imply being aware o f ,  considered every 
opt ion p o s s i b l e .  When a l l  was s a i d  and 
done, t h e  s i t e  & opt ion  chosen was Col- 
umbia S t r e e t  & a pedes t r i an  overpass.  

From t h e  s t a r t ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
Gastown (merchants, r e s i d e n t s )  were in-  
v i t e d  t o  be p a r t  of t h i s  committee. 
Funny, no one came u n t i l  a l l  t h e  work w 
was done. Funny, t h e  only  po in t  i n  t h e  
person(s)  coming was t o  say how outrage- 

. ous t h e  proposed overpass was..how bad 
t h e  i d e a  ( s i c )  was. .how we should look 
a t  ... & proceed t o  l i s t  about 5 of t h e  
op t ions  t h a t  t h e  committee had j u s t  
spent  a t  l e a s t  2 years  going over  i n  

. microscopic d e t a i l  & r e j e c t i n g .  
, NOTWITHSTANDING - YOU now want t h e  err 

t i r e  t h i n g  f lushed  & t h e  whole process  
/ t o  start over . . .and you want t o  be  t ak-  
! en s e r i o u s l y !  There a r e  many t imes when 
/ t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a r e l a t i v e  minor i ty  

can outweigh t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of those  
/ wielding t h e  power, but t h e r e  i s  always 
/ t h e  f a c t o r  o f  v a l i d i t y .  

1. There wouldn't be a Por t s ide  o r  CRAB 
Park i f  it hadn ' t  been f o r  t h e  very 

people whose promotion of Columbia S t .  
- a s  t h e  community's choice - you've 
taken such pa ins  t o  den igra te .  We a r e  
not ltdemocratic't  i n  your ana lys i s . .  .we 
have somehow discounted o r  minimised 
some h e r i t a g e  aspedt of something and, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  have s a i d  'fuck yout t o  a l l  
t h e  owners of businesses  E yuppies i n  
condos. 

2. The access  ( t h a t '  s what t h i s  i s  a l l  
about,  remember) i s  t o  a community 

park.  The ttcommunity i s  made up o f  from 
5000-8000 people who a r e  s e n i o r s  and/or 
d isabled(mobi1i ty  impaired) and/or fam- 
i l i e s  with c h i l d r e n  and/or low income. 
The llcommunitytl has s a t  wi th  ves ted  in-  
t e r e s t s  over  t h e s e  years  & b e l a t e d l y  r s  
j ected t h e  most d e s i r e d  Itat  -gradett acc- 
e s s  a t  Columbia S t r e e t .  The ves ted  i n t -  
e r e s t s ,  o f  course,  include t h e  busines- 
s e s ,  property-owners & homeowners. A 
l i t t l e  r ea l i ty -check :  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  
of r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  Downtown Eas t s ide  
l i v e  on incomes t h a t  a r e  about 1 / 2  t h e  
pover ty  l i n e .  I t  was t h e s e  people who 
camped ou t  on t h e  land f o r  an e n t i r e  
summer 4 fought f o r  5 years  t o  g e t  a 
park where t h e s e  ves ted  i n t e r e s t s  want- 
ed h i g h r i s e s  & s t o r e s .  



A copy of t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  go t o  Geoff, 
s ince  I don ' t  have t h e  address of S t r a n g ~  
Lawrence, Reid, Saunders, MacGregor o r  
S a i l s  - t o  whom you sent  copies of your 
l e t t e r  and the 6 year-old p a r t i a l  record 
of t h a t  fabled meeting. Maybe you should 
have sent  yours t o  the  Sun & t he  Province 
& t he  Pope - and a suggestion is  t o  re- ? 

• ’ r a in  from p r in t ing  t h e  l a s t  few l i n e s . . ;  
You may b e  heard from again,  old-timer. 1 

You've been here,  what, 3 months. ..or i s ,  
it over (gasp) 6 months now!? 

Respectfully,  

3.  The s i t e  of Car ra l l  S t r e e t  ( f o r  acc- 
ess)  i s  favoured by these vested i n t -  

e r e s t s  a s  being best-for-business ... bes t  
t o  l i m i t  access t o  Ports ide ( spec i f i ca l ly  
NOT Crab) Park t o  those who would, of 
course, be best  f o r  business - t o u r i s t s ,  
monied immigrants from the  suburbs, e t c .  
The NPA t r i e d  t o  t w i s t  t h i s  a l ready when 
the community was accused of Itre j ec t ingt t  
Car ra l l  S t r ee t  - and stopping a l l  t h e  
carefu l ly  l a i d  plans of t he  vested i n t e r -  
e s t s  ( t o  complete the waterfront park by 
making it i n t o  a t o u r i s t  haven f o r  t he  
soon-to-be cruiseship f a c i l i t y  & megadev- 
elopment of Marathon & Van.Port Corp). 

' 

~ a b l ~  ~ a ~ l o r ,  Edi tor ,  Carnegie N l t r .  
The mayor was wr i t ten  t o  ask why no 

progress had been made i n  s teps  t o  make 
access a r e a l i t y .  He had worked with NPA 
counci l lor  Gordon Price t o  slow committee 
work t o  a crawl, dragging every d e t a i l  
t h ~ o u g h  a bureaucrat ic  mess with Marathon 
& the  Port,  counting on the  agonizing 
pace of changes t o  break t h e  community & 
get  the  desired compromise - access a t  
Car ra l l .  He responded i n  a l e t t e r  i n  J u l y  
1992 t h a t ,  a f t e r  we "rejected" Car ra l l  
S t r e e t ,  he f e l t  t h e  committee's work was 
done - t h a t  Council had never committed 
t o  building anything.. that any fu tu re  cow 
s idera t ion  of anything not going i n  a t  
Car ra l l  would be given no more p r i o r i t y  
than anything e l s e  & then only i n  some 
future cap i t a l  plan. 'Fuck you too. ' 

This is  an e lec t ion  year.  Expected now 
from the  NPA i s  a repeat  of t he  l i t t l e  
homily voiced by P h i l l i p  Owen every year 
s ince 1987: "Accessis very c lose  t o  comp- 
l e t  ion. The Port saying tlNegotiations 
a re  a t  a very de l i ca t e  stage" when we 
threatened t o  have a demonstration about 
the  joke of t he  Main S t r ee t  overpass wher 
Rick Hansen came through town..the mayor 
saying t h a t  i f  we r e j e c t  what he & h i s  
cronies  want there 'd  be no access u n t i l  
we change our minds. .you saying t h a t  no 
e f fo r t  a t  a l l  had been made t o  c o n t a c r  
( recontact)  o thers  i n  the  community - t h e  
businesses, res idents ,  property owners & ..*CW~- -pERIV5 

homeowners/condo-owners i n  Gastown. . . . . - A t R n ~ a 5  
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Park safer 
lor seniors 
without 
drug trade 
ROBERT SARTl 
Vancouver Sun 

Japanese seniors who  lay gate- 
ball in Oppenheimer Park have h a p  
pily allowed one old tradition to 
lapse this fall - scouring the grass 
for used needles before they set 
up their wickets. 

A campaign to drive the street 
drug trade out of the Downtown 
Eastside's neighborhood park is 
finally paying dividends, commu- 
nity groups and police agree. 

"Come to think of it, I don't see 
those people (drug dealers) around 
any more," said Suzie Yada, 77, a 
retired dressmaker, pausing during 
a gateball game in the sunshine Fri- 
day morning. 

"It feels safer here." 
For the past three years, the 60 

seniors from the nearby Vancou- 
ver Buddhist Church and the Tonari 
Gumi Community Centre have had 
to check for needles left by drug 
users the night before, and also post 
a watch during their three-times-a 
week games lo ward off unwanted 
visitors. 

Gateball is a Japanese team sport 
that uses mallets. It's similar to 
croquet. 

Oppenheimer, in the 400-block 
Powell, is the only neighborhood 
park in the citx that is staffed year- 
round, and that has made all the dif 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
of my Granddaughter's Schoolmates 5. 

1) You should not copy your neighbour's paper. 
TRACE I T .  

2) You should not talk in class. 
SHOUTING GETS MORE ATTENTION. 

3) You shall not borrow your neighbour's pen. 
STEAL I T .  

4) You shall not tear up books. 
BURN THEM. 

5) You shall not drive too fast and kill a kid. 
WAIT UNTIL A TEACHER COMES ALONG. 

6) You shall not kiss in thc halls. 
A CORNER IS BETTER. 

7) You shdll not push in the halls. 
T R I P P I N G  GETS YOU THERE FASTER. 

8) You should not drive your teacher to hcr gravc. 
LET HER WALK, SHE NEEDS THE EXERCISES.  

9) You shall not skip class. 
WHAT THE HELL, TAKE THE WHOLE DAY OFF.  

10) You shall not fail in June. 
F A I L  NOW AND AVOID TIlE RUSH. 

ference to safety in the park, said 
acting police Insp. Bob Taylor. 

He said park staff are constantly 
organizing activities to bring the old- 
timers and women and children into 
the park. 

"As the politicians say, I'm cau- 
tiously optimistic," said Taylor. 

"It's almost back to being a com 
munity park. Citizens come back 
when they feel it is safe." 

Since 1991, police have regularly 
patrolled the park to roust the drug 
dealers. A series of buy-and-bust 
operations led to dozens of arrests. 

Taylor said some drug dealers 
have been deported while the drug 
trade has moved back to Hastings 
Street and seems to have spread 
west toward Gastown and even east 
toward the Grandview-Woodlands 
neighborhood. 

Oppenheimer's year-round staff 
was hired last year after a success- 
ful lobbying effort by Carnegie Cen- 
tre, which administers the park. 

Table tennis, bingo and chess are 
some of the big draws for residents. 
Baseball teams made up of ex-men- 
tal patients from a nearby drop-in 
centre comprise about 30 per cent 
of the organized activities in the 
park. 

Park supervisor Steve Johnson 
said he and his staff will converge 
on a dealer who shows up in the 
park. 

"We let him know he is being 
watched," said Johnson. "I guess it's 
a form of harassment." 

Since 1991, Johnson has had 

dozens of death threats - usually 
made by angry dealers being hound- 
ed out of the park. Once he was shot 
at near his home. He can only guess 
the shooting was connected to his 
park activities. 

Now that the drug problem seems 
to be under control, the staff wants 
to tackle another substance abuse 
phenomenon - ginseng brandy, the 
high-octane Chinese cooking ingre- 

dient sold in corner stores. 
"It's very disturbing to see three 

or four generations together drink- 
ing, the old people with their grand- 
children," said Johnson. 

Community groups are now dis 
cus'sing whether street-level alco- 
holics will simply resort to other dan- 
gerous concoctions like after-shave 
if ginseng brandy is restricted to 
liquor stofe sales. 



without water dead mate! 
Pol lu t ion l l  
our chi ldren a r e  i n  danger i n  t h e  fu tu re  
f i sh ,  t r ee s ,  a l l  na tu re ' s  beaut i fu l  th ings  
I think humans should c h i l l  out on the  environment 
"People" a r e  the  d i r t i e s t  animals on t h e  face  of t h i s  ea r th  
s o l a r  power sun energy 
why can ' t  the  government open t h e i r  eyes t o  s ee  what is happening 
jobs a r e  more important a r e n ' t  they? 
50% of our medicines come from na tu re ' s  p l an t s  
we a r e  destroying t h i s  rap id ly  
sadness 
animals a r e  dying o f f  6 

General Foods owns the  t rop ica l  r a in fo re s t s  
dispose of the  garbage properly 
t h e  ear th  is a l i v ing  breathing e n t i t y ,  I wish I could give it a b ig  hug 
t h e  chi ldren and the  fu tu re  na t ives  
s l a sh  and burn, s lash  burn s l a sh  
burn 

I watch out f o r  acid r a i n  
water, water everywhere a  na r  a drop t o  dr ink 
the  atmosphere 
what's happening with the  change i n  weather conditions 

J t o  the  f i s h  i n  the  lakes? 

Janet, Noah, Steve, Wendy, Rickie, Brodv a n d ~ o c k v  

- -*-- 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

~nvironmental  i s sues  is  
about recycling, our a i r  pol lu t ion ,  ozone layer ,  our pol lu ted  waters, our  " 
wild l i f e .  We a r e  learning how we can have a  clean environmental c i t y  once 
again. A few of us  s tudents  wrote a  couple of statements regarding th i s . . .  

what about t he  plants? 

it w i l l  be too l a t e  f o r  t h e  ch i ldren  t o  
laugh o r  have fun. 
We need t o  f i n d  a  so lu t ion ,  
t o  t he  mess we now have with our 

if not  t h e  people of our  na t ions  should 

Our lakes  a r e  no longer clean, t h e  f i s h  
a r e  dying down our streams. 
No longer can you canoe down a clean 
t iver .  
t h a t ' s  because it' s  now a l l  po l lu ted  
water. 
Our ch i ldren  of our fu tu re  w i l l  breathe 
garbage a i r ,  
a l l  I can say it1 s not f a i r .  
Our w i l d l i f e  is  duing o f f  t o  ex t inc t ,  
t h e  t r e e s  a r e  f a l l i n g  everyday of t h e  
week. 

- - 

show him how. 
Mother Earth weeps with pain, 
f e e l i n g  the  drops of acid r a i n .  
Father sky now c r i e s  f o r  what people 
have done t o  our lands 4 
1 . r  4 

Steve L. 
--.--...I l 

1 



CULTUS LAKE REPORT 
Sept. 28 - Oct.1' 

Imagine sun f - i l t e r ing  down -thru~lgolden 
maple leaves, warming the s o f t  grass. Int 
agine sparkling, c l e a r  and clean, f i sh -  
f i l l e d  water - Then, suddenly the  quie t  
scene is transformed by a l i n e  of pink 
and sweaty bodies emerging from the  
sauna house add splashing i n t o  Cultus 
Lake. So, i f  your imagination i s  work- 
ing, you have ju s t  imagined our l a s t  
Seniort  s camping t r i p  1 

The weather was wonderful, the  camp- 
s i t e  beaut i ful  and, from a l l  reports ,  
the  people r e a l l y  had a great  time! We 
hope t o  have another t r i p  t o  Cultus Lake 
Camp next year, maybe as  aarly,.as'May. 

Special thanks t o  the  Senior 's  Execu- 
t i v e  and t o  a l l  t he  volunteers - t h e c o f -  
f e e  s e l l e r s  who raised the  funds and 
those who helped a t  the Camp. Also thank 
you t o  the  hard-working s t a f f  who went 
along. 

(Lines from the  Learning Centre) 
A Tribute t o  Carnegie Kitchen S ta f f :  

Where would we be without them. Who? 
Our kitchen s t a f f ,  of course! They a re  
on the  job every day seeing t h a t  we get  
t a s t y  & nu t r i t i ous  food a t  breakfast,  
lunch 6 dinner - and i n  between too. 

They a re  our s i l e n t  & unsung heroes-- 
making soups, cooking hamburgers, bak- 
ing muffins, f i x ing  sandwiches, sa lads  
and coffee, e tc .e tc .e tc .  They a l so  

1 serve the  food, set :up the Concession, 
I 
I run the  cash r e g i s t e r  & clean a f t e r  us. 
1 Recently they outdid themselves f o r  

the  people attkhding the  Learner's con'- 
ference on 30 September. They served a 
splendid lunch of meat lasagna, veget- 
a r ian  lasagna, bean salad,  green salad, 
french bread, coffee and juice.  

A s  the  saying goes, ttFood F i t  For The 
Angels." 

Many thanks t o  a l l  the  kitchen Staf f  
from a l l  of us. We think of you with 
pleasure. 

Learning Centre StudentslTutors/Staff. 

DERA DOES AS DERA DID! 7. 

ifter five years on the DERA waiting 
List my lucky number finally came up. 

rhroughout the past 9 months my few 
3rd treasured friends have listened 
~ i t h  great patience ta an endless 
repetition of "I'm moving into the 
1ew DERA building," and now, thanks 
to the superhuman coordination skills 
~f the DERA staff, I and my new 
neighbors are gratefully enwombed 
in our new homes in Solheim place 
Located on the south edge of China- 
town. 
My apartment deor opens into a friendly 
maze of a haliway with 3 storage 
closets, a humungous bathroom, past the 
bedroom opposite the kitchen, and ends 
up at a moderately sized living room 
where you're greeted by a seventh- 
story view of the North Shore and a 
sliding door that opens onto a balcony 
where fresh air is in ample supply to 
eliminate cabin fever! 
Whoeve,r designed these suites m u s ~  have 
lived in apartments at one time or an- 
other to have come up with such ingen- 
ious useage of space. 

To the originators and present DERA 
workers, I want to express the deepest 
appreciation for the creation of this 
real home, and perhaps with a COPE 
majority in City Hall along with a new 
federal government, there will be more 
NEW HOPE buildings such as the Four 
Sisters, Pendera, and the Solheim. 

Prevent "FLUw 

Get Your Shot A t  

CARNEGIE CENTRE THEATRE 

Friday morning - November 5th 

(These shots  a r e  f o r  adults.)  
(Any questions see  Al ic ia  M.) 

HALLOWE'EN SPECIAL 

Senior' s Sponsored Dance 

KARAOKE MUSIC ! 

Friday, Oct. 29 - 7 pm Theatre 

Come i n  costume and dance, sing, play 
games and win pr izes!  

I 



Gastown residents angered by plan to 
rehouse Granville Mall drug addicts 

ROBERT SARTl 
Vancouver Sun 

A self-described Vancouver deal- 
maker plans to set up house in the 
middle of the Gastown street-drug 
scene with dozens of young drug 
addicts and alcoholics from the 
Granville Mall area. 

The plan for a "recovery house" in 
the old Central City Mission build- 
ing at 233 Abbott has set off alarm 
bells among street workers, com- 
munity groups and business inter- 
ests alike. 

"Oh my God, I don't believe if" was 
the identical reaction Tuesday of, 
Gastown Business Improvement, 
Society director Leanor Sali and 
Downtown Eastside street worker 
John Turvey. 

Both said the logation and size of 
the 70-bed project is inappropriate 
and will lead to further exposure 
ofthe ypng peo.ple_ f k ~ ~ ~ ~ o u t s i d ~ t h e  
area to drugs. 

The'plan is the brainchild of ~ o b  
MacCallum, a recovered alcoholic 
who described himself in an inter- 
view as a dealmaker with "a back- 
ground in high finance, real estate 
and reverse mortgages," 

\!'Kids living in sauats around the 
Granville Mall -that's who we're 
geared to," said MacCallum, 47. 

"We're a bunch of addicts. either 
recovered or in recoverv. not con- 

u 

It 4 legal, it b how 
the hotels get their 

i n  one y. 
BOB MacCALLUM 

99 
nected to any organization." 

MacCallum is the founder of the 
Delta Foundation, an unincorpo- 
rated private company that has been 
running an unlicensed recovery 
house for 11 youths near the Van- 
couver docks for the past two months. 

He said the $20,000-a-month rent 
for the seven-storey mission build- 
ing would be financed through tiiel- 
fare payments. The young people, 
aged 19 to 28, would pay $525 a month 
out of their monthly cheques to Delta 
for food and rent, and keep $50 for 
personal expenses. 

"It's legal, it's how the hotels get 
their money," he said, adding that he 
has signed an interim lease agree- 
ment, putting up a $22,000 deposit 
out 'of his own "personal property 
equity." 

A similar proposal for youth hous- 
ing a year ago by another group was 
shelved after fierce community oppo- 
sition. A recent provincial propos- 
al to house street youth in a new 
building at the high-drug corner of 

Main and Hastings is also getting a 
rough reception. . - 

"We keep getting these programs 
parachuted into the community with- 
out consultation, and then we have 
to pick up the pieces," said Turvey. 

MacCallum said he didn't bother 
to talk to community groups because 
"if you go out and ask everybody 
what they think, you're never going 
to get anything accomplished," 

He said the staffing for the build- 
Ing would be "virtually zero,'! and 
ihat supervision and counselling 
would be done'by volugteers from 
4lcoholics Anonymous programs. 
'That troubles city social planner 

leff Brooks, who heads a street youth 
:ommittee representing provincial 
.nini$tries and city agencies. 
I "It sounds,like ,adlarge warel1,ous- 
ing operation,".qaid BrookS: '1 

.,.The mission building, with single 
' 

rooms, dormitories ahd cooking and 
recreation facilities; sat empty for 
!he past year, since the mission 
moved to new digs on West Pender 
Street. 

Comnunity groups have been 
neeting to find a joint use for the 
milding. I 

MacCallum said he expected 
rouths to stay about six months in 
he project. 

He is hoping for donations of corn- 
luters for every room so the resi- 
lents can learn how to apply for jobs. 

s * - - - -  - -  - 
POSTSCRIPT: The above a r t i c l e  is  out-  

rageous enough, but  unfor- 
t u n a t e l y  it seems p a r t  of  an a l l - t o o  
f a m i l i a r  t r end  - somebody with a b r i g h t  
idea  decides  t o  drop it on our  neigh- 
bourhood without bothering t o  even con- 
s u l t  with people t o  s e e  whether i t ' s  
wanted o r  needed..because they know 
what 's  b e s t  f o r  us.  

Another example is  a proposed a l l -  
n igh t  church mission i n  t h e  o l d  Bank of 
Nova S c o t i a  bu i ld ing  a t  Hastings E Col- 
umbia. You g e t  a warm, d r y  p lace  f o r  
t h e  n igh t  ( i f  you l e t  them save your 

- .  

s o u l ) .  Some group c a l l e d  t h e  Inner  C i ty  
Minis t ry  (Rev. Gordon Lenfesty 731-5203) 
is  planning t h i s .  But have they  bother-  
ed t o  check with community groups i f  
i t ' s  a good i d e a  and what e f f e c t  a 24- 
hour a t t r a c t i o n  might have on e f f o r t s  
t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s t r e e t ?  No way. 

The only reason it came t o  l i g h t  i s  
t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Clerk has  received a dev- 
elopment permit a p p l i c a t i o n  from t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  group, and has  contacted some 
nearby r e s i d e n t s .  The bu i ld ing  is zoned 
f o r  t h a t  kind of use,  s o  un less  t h e  
community o b j e c t s  it w i l l  be approved 
automat ica l ly  . 



The Great "Debate". . . 
Let ' s  look a t  t h i s  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n ;  

t h e  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  l eaders ,  t h e  media.. . 
K I M  CAMPBELL E t h e  Conservatives 

*Catering d i r e c t l y  t o  b ig  business  and 
t h e  m i l l i o n a i r e s  E b i l l i o n a i r e s  loya l  t o  
prof  it. 
* Responsible f o r  "Free" Trade; l i e d  on 
euery po in t  i n  1988, promised jobs,  acc- 
e s s  t o  t h e  US market, s a i d  s o c i a l  prog- 
rams were a sacred t rus t . . . r ecorded  l o s s  
of 500,000 jobs,  more t r a d e  a c t i o n s  by 
t h e  US t h a n  ever  before ,  U I  gu t t ed ,  med- 
i c a r e  gu t ted ,  t r a n s f e r  payments t o  prov- 
inces  capped t o  f o r c e  provinces t o  c u t  
funding f o r  h e a l t h ,  education welfare.  
* D e f i c i t  h y s t e r i a  mouthed with no r e f -  
erence t o  where it came from; proven t o  
be caused by giving t a x  breaks t o  r i c h  & 
corporat ions  but blamed on s o c i a l  prog- 
rams. 
* Brought i n  GST a g a i n s t  wishes of 85% 
of Canadians t o  rega in  revenue l o s t  t o  
t a x  breaks  6 corpora te  wr i t e -o f f s .  
* Campbell r e f u s e s  a l l  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  
a l l - c a n d i d a t e s '  meetings t o  d i scuss  any- 
th ing  about pol icy.  . r e f u s e s  t o  answer 
quest ions  except at  'Tory-only' meetings 
6 has  a l l  ques t ioners  screened on t a l k -  
shows o r  r a d i o  shows before  they g e t  on. 

Jean Chret ien & t h e  L ibera l s  
* Liberal  p o l i c i e s  s t r a d d l e  t h e  fence t o  
sound d i f f e r e n t ,  but g r e a t  ca re  i s  taken 
not  t o  offend b ig  business  - e.g.  They 
w i l l  " renegot ia te"  f r e e  t r a d e ,  E keep 
saying t h i s  knowing t h a t  a )  Americans 
have a l ready  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  FTA i s  - not  
open f o r  renego t ia t ion  and b) once NAFTA 
i s  passed, t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  FTA allow- 
ing f o r  r e n e g o t i a t i o n  i s  n u l l  & void. 

* & r e t i e n  makes much of  t h e  dismal r e -  
cord of t h e  Tor ies ,  but  t h e  L ibera l s  be- 
gan t h e  s p i r a l  of patronage & tax-breaks 
f o r  t h e i r  r i c h  supporters  back i n  1975. 
* Chret ien E t h e  L ibera l s  o f f i c i a l l y  
gave p o l i t i c a l  support  t o  t h e  corporate  
agenda a t  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  meeting i n  A Y L  
MER, Que. i n  1992. Because of t h i s  t h e r e  
has been no mention by L ibera l s  o r  Jean- 
boy o f  t h e  r e a l  causes of t h e  d e f i c i t ,  
t h e  g u t t i n g  of s o c i a l  programs o r  t h e  
t h r e a t  o f  NAFTA t o  Canada E US Mexico. 
Audrey McLaughlin 6 t h e  NDP 
* Great expec ta t ions  of NDP governments 
i n  3 provinces ,  but t h e  lack of miracles  
makes people blame t h e  NDP. 
* The only  p a r t y  t o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  address 
i s s u e s ,  t o  d e c l a r e  i t s  open opposi t ion 
t o  f r e e  t r a d e  E NAFTA and t o  s t a t e  why 
a t  every oppor tuni ty .  
* Federal  NDP h u r t  by Harcour t ' s  welfare 
bashing; v o t e r s  make no d i s t i n c t i o n  be- 
tween p r o v i n c i a l  6 f e d e r a l  p a r t i e s  and 
equate divergences of p rov inc ia l  gov ' t  
p r a c t i c e s  from e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i c i e s  a s  
t h e  way of f e d e r a l  NDP gov ' t .  
* McLaughl i n  subjected t o  media ha tche t  
job f o r  s t i c k i n g  t o  i s s u e s ;  p o l l s  i n f l u -  
enced by media inf luenced by p o l l s  in - . .  
Preston Manning & t h e  Reform Par ty  
* Playing p o l i t i c s ,  while having p o l i c y  
worse than Tories .  
* Every Reform candidate  g e t s  caught 
when questioned about s p e c i f i c s  of any 
i s s u e  - medicare, labour,  s o c i a l  program 
changes, e t c .  
* See t h e  i n s e r t  following..  . 
Me1 Hurt ig  & t h e  National Par ty  
* S t a r t e d  o f f  slamming t h e  f r e e  t r a d e  
agreement & NAFTA; wrote Betrayal  o f  Can- 
ada, knew it was a c o a l i t i o n  o f  people 6 - 
community groups aga ins t  mul t ina t iona l s  
- then formed h i s  own par ty ,  r a t h e r  than 
p u t t i n g  a s i d e  d i f f e r e n c e s  E c a l l i n g  on 
a l l  t o  suppor t  t h e  only  s i t t i n g  p a r t y  
( t h e  NDP) t o  de fea t  t h e  corpora te  agenda. 
* He had good p o l i c i e s ,  but  has  taken 
t o  l i b e l o u s  a t t a c k s  on Maude Barlow with 



whom he formed the  Council of Canadians. 
He's made a mistake..or he r e a l l y  doesn'l 
think anything w i l l  s top  NAFTA i s  j u s t  
t ry ing  t o  ge t  a p o l i t i c a l  appointment. 
* National par ty  supporters have made an 
issue out of being a new party,  but have 
l i t t l e  fee l ing  f o r  communities o r  people. 

The r e s t  of the  pa r t i e s ,  about 5 o r  6 
a t  l a s t  count, a r en ' t  worth space. 

The media - owned by a very small num- 
ber  of very r i ch  people/corporations. 
Over 90% of a l l  da i ly  newspapers i n  Can- 
ada a r e  owned by e i t h e r  Southam o r  Thom- 
pson, with TV E radio E newsmagazines 
an in t eg ra l  pa r t  of t h e i r  media empires. 

They want the issues covered i n  a cer- 
t a i n  way, which i s  why we hear l i t t l e  on 
where the d e f i c i t  came from, why reduc- 
ing it is being used a s  a cover while 
NAFTA E r e l a t ed  economic i ssues  a r e  not 
covered, why the po l l s  se lec ted  always 
portray e i t h e r  Liberals o r  Conservatives 
as  the  only p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  with Reform 
( the new Tories) ge t t ing  f a r  more press  
than warranted, why the  NDP i s  consis t -  
en t ly  portrayed a s  losing s ince they a r e  
always c r i t i c a l  of big business ..... 

Media doesn't  report  the  news but de- 
cides what is  news; when an i ssue  is  
chosen, what i s  then not shown? When the 
f u l l  impact of f r e e  t rade  E NAFTA never 
make it t o  prime time, how can people be 
aware enough t o  vote i n t e l l i g e n t l y ?  I t  
seems t h a t  t he  media has so manipulated 1 

E channeled public opinion f o r  so long 
tha t  most of us don ' t  even r e a l i s e  i t1 s , 
happening. 

Look fo r  words 6 phrases i n  a l l  news, 
including t h i s  paper, t h a t  un fa i r ly  o r  
i r r a t i o n a l l y  b ias  thinking. In te res t ing  1 

By PAULR TAYLOR (i 

"women-basher" Women of welfare are a 
leading cause of juvenile delinquency.. . ' 

MP cal led  t o  ask Willy i f  he rea l ly  said 
that,  but got directed t o  an automatic?. 
telephone number.."Press #2 i f  you did 
not l i k e  the answer on #1 ..." 
f i  e 

so... you're 
mthinkiwg off 



I So ...y ou're thinking of voting Reform? 

Many people in Canada, including union members. are 
fed up with politics, cynical about politicians and disillusioned 
about the whole system. That's why a lot af people have said 
they are thinking of voting Reform in the next election. 
Reform is new, tKey haven't been tarnished by past decisions. 
Some people say, "Let's give them a chance. They'd shake 
the system up.:" But other people are urging caution. They're 
saying "Let's look before we leap." 

; 4 

*, Ii WHbRE DOE! Ht: (Om[ 
z i This is Preston Manning's third try at 

forming what he sees as an ideologically "pure" 
conservative party. In 1967 and 1978 Preston 

and his father Ernest (Social Credit Premier 
of Alberta for twenty-five years) tried'and 
failed to persuade all dedicated free 

ians to join in one political 
efforts were bankrolled by oil 

, So was the founding of the 

Preston Manning says he wants to build a "New Canada" 
on the ashes of the old. And he has openly said that he has 
planned all along to build his new free enterprise party on a 
"populist wave" of voter discontent. He has taken advantage 
of anger and fear over a handful is issues - the GST, Quebec, 
immigration, multiculturalism - to build his party. But is the 
"old Canada" all bad? Will Preston Manning throw the baby 
out with the bath water? 

It takes more to build a 
country than just getting rid of 
things. Like immigration, 

multiculturalism, 
7' bilingualism or a 

"troublesome" Quebec. 
This isn't building. This is tearing down. And despite all the 
media attention, most people don't know what the Reform 
Party's other policies are - the important economic and social 
policies. 

These policies are all based on the party leader's 
G I .  

commitment to unrestricted free enterprise. And that 
commitment is rooted in his dedication to evangelical 
fundamentalism. These right-wing religious beliefs affect 
everything from medicare to labour law, from privatization to 
U.I., from day care to the debt. Changes in these things will 
be part of Preston Manning's New Canada. too. 

FUt:N mORt: "f RK' TRADE 

Canada under Preston Manning would look an a w N  lot 
like Canada under Brian Mulroney. The Reform Party 
supports the free trade deal, which two thirds of Canadians 
now oppose. Only 8% of Canadians think the deal has been 
good, but Manning promises to extend it to cover water 
exports and other areas. 

Reform policy calls for the privatization of the "vast 
majority" of crown corporations. That would mean the sale of 
the CBC. the National Film Board, the Post Office and what's 
left of VIA Rail and much. much more. 

The Reform Party, firm in its belief that free enterprise is 
the answer to all our woes, wouldcweep away literally 
hundreds of regulations designed to protect the well-being of 
communities and ordinary citizens. 

~~DI (AR~: :  OPENING THE DOOR . To HEALTH FOR P R o m  

If Preston Manning had his way, our medicare system 
would soon be unrecognizable. Ironically. it would look very 
much like the American system, at a time when many 
Americans are demanding a Canadian-style 
system. 



Preston Manning has opposed 
universal medicare ever since it was 
fist established. His proposals for 
provincial control of medicare 
unconditional federal fund 
national standards for med 
would open the door to extra billing (doctors charging 
more th& medicare pays), user fees, and a reduction in 
the services covered. This would bring private 
insurance companies back into the system and give us 4 
two medicares, one for the poor and another for the well-off. 

$O(IR~ 
PROGRAIIII: 

LEAVE IT TO CHARITY 
AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 

Privatizing the CBC and Canada Post is bad enough. 
But that's just the tip of Reform's privatization iceberg. 
Preston Manning wants to turn over social services and part of 
the education system to private enterprise - and charities. The 
Reform policy book states that government programs are not 
the best way "to care for the poor, the sick, the old, and the 
young". It goes on to say that "families. communities, NGOs 
and the private sector" should take over the delivery of 
services. This is a declaration of war, not only on the 
disadvantaged but on public service workers as well. 

BLAMING SOCIAL PROGRAMS \\ 

Reston Manning wants to solve the 
debt and deficit problem on the backs of 
the poor and working people, by d i g  
social programs, eliminating grants to 
advocacy groups for women and others, 
and by implementing a huge 15% ecross- 
the-board cut to spending. But that's 
unfair. It's not o& d e b ; ~  Statistics 
Canada study showed that 44% of h e  
debt is due to tax breaks for the wealthy and 

largest corporations. Fifty percent is due to interest on this 
debt and less that 3% is due to social spending. We should 
bring down the debt, but let's collect it fkom those who owe it, 

' I MAKETHE POOR PAY 

The low tax bills for the wealthy and corporations would 
continue if Preston Manning became Rime Minister. We 
would have a flat tax: the same rate for everyone, regardless 
of income. This would complete Mulroney's attack on the 
principle of taxing according to the abiiity to pay. 

Though the Reform party gained thousands of members 
by promising to repeal the GST, Manning now says he'll not 
only keep it but expand it to include food. 

L BACK TO THE PUTURE." 

and leave out more 

say they support collective 
bargaining rights, they also call for 
"harmonizing" labour relations. 
That's a code word for 

market determine the 
urn wage. And the party 

action. They have nothing to say about health and safety, 
workers compensation or labour standards, but their 
commitment to unrestricted free enterprise tells us the news 
won't be good. 

DWHING THE 

IMMIGRATION, QUEBEC AND 
MULTICULTRALISM 



Many people like what they hear from Reform on these 
cultural issues. But are these the issues that affect our 
everyday lives? 

What about unemployment, increasing inequality, 
declining services? A true political leader brings out the best 
in people. In focussing on these issues. Preston Manning 
appeals to our anger and fears, and encourages intolerance. 
Do we want to risk losing medicare and the minimum wage, 
so we can take out our anger on Quebec? 

I TORIES IN A HURRY 

Preston Manning says his party is "populist." But it was 
founded by millionaires and has policies that would give big 
business everything it wants. All its key economic and social 
policies target the very things that working people and their 
unions have fought for and defended for decades. Preston 
Manning's "New Canada" would look an awful lot like the 

Old Canada of the 1930s where survival of 
- the fittest created misery for millions. In 
fact, Reform policies look a lot like Tory 

policies. The main difference is that 
: Preston Manning would get us there 

faster. The next election could 
, result in a ReforndConservative 

coalition. A vote for Preston 
Manning could get you Brian 

Mulroney. Think about it. 

This is a message in  a jug 
Found down where I once did dig 
Not t o  deep & not t o  shallow 
Something l i k e  my summer fallow 

I ' ve  been jugged f o r  t h e  very l a s t  time 
'Cause I was not  i n  t h a t  l a s t  crime 
Say no more you not on OAPT 
I ' m  going home f o r  being DIPP 
I 've I ever make a s l i p  
Pick up on your way down 
I f  U f i n d  me 'hanging round. 

Don Hodgson 

An open l e t t e r  t o  Preston Manning: 13. 

If I were t o  choose a grand dragon f o r  
the  Klan i n  Alberta, t h a t  person would 
be Preston Manning.. . a  man following i n  
the  foots teps  of h i s  f a the r  & t he  p o l i t -  
i c ians  of h i s  time, a sanctimonious, 
Bible punching hypocrit  . 

He is the  kind of man who:,woulrd decide 
prohibi t ion was good enough f o r  the  ord- 
inary people but a t  the  same time with 
many of h i s  fellow pollt icians~.would 
hide himself i n  a small town north of Eb 
monton where the  booze flowed f r ee ly ,  
then forn ica te  & drink u n t i l  t he  time 
f o r  another assembly. The man was a rac-  
ist and, a s  s ta ted ,  a hypocrit. 

So much f o r  the  old days ... now we have 
modern science & we a l l  bel ieve i n  DNA 
- heredi ta ry  t r a i t s  a r e  b u i l t  in.  Now, a 
man who would bui ld  a platform denigrat- 
ing the  poor & dispossessed t o  earn h i s  
own small place i n  the  sun i s  obviously 
a cheat and a l i a r .  

What Manning's g i f t  t o  t he  people w i l l  
be is hard times and penury. 

Betwixt :ampbell and Manning there  
should be no debate but r a t h e r  a round & 
a square c i r t l e  wherein we could see  and 
it would become evident t h a t  he could 
ne i the r  hold h i s  own with a woman nor 
the  t r u t h  nor the  values of a country. 

Tom Lewis 

PS: Lawsuits a r e  welcome because a s  we 
can see  the  man a s  he r e a l l y  is ,  thb p e r  
son who seeks power f o r  the  sake of it"& 
personal gain.. to give t o  those who have 
no need and take the rags from o f f  the  
backs of t he  poor and chas t i se  them f o r  
not having more t o  give. 

A ninety-nine gun sa lu t e  t o  the  deer  
Shots abounding across the  peer 
You're food f o r  hunter?s/your e n d i s n e a r  
Agile de l igh t ,  nimble f l i g h t ,  
Won't save you from the bu l l e t s  I f e a r  
Grace of form, l i n e  and design 
Peaceful grazer  
To lament over deer is  queer 
Ahh bu t t  I shed a tear .  . . . 

Taum D. 



Jack thought of a g r e a t  idea.  Way back 
i n  February he suggested t h a t  we should 
organize a phato essay on a day i n  a 
l i f e  of t h e  downtown eas t s ide .  F i l l e d  
with enthusiasm I t o l d  two people 6 Jack 
t o l d  Dan, Steve, Cleo E Michelle E so  on 

After  many months of meetings discuss-  
ing  t h e  idea,  wri t ing,  faxing E phoning 
p o t e n t i a l  sponsors, th ings  gradual ly  
f e l l  i n t o  place .  A spec ia l  thanks t o  KO- 
DAK f o r  giving us  t h e  needed encourage- 
ment by donating 20 r o l l s  of 400ASA TMAX 
and 100 shee t s  of 8x10 photographic pap- 
e r .  We posted announcements f o r  our 24- 
hour shootout everywhere E surpr i se ,on  
S e p t . l l t h  exact ly  20 shut terbugs  showed 
up f o r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  meeting - 1 r o l l  
p e r  person. 

When Wednesday Sept.15 f i n a l l y  a r r ived  
I could barely  wake up a t  5:30am when my 
alarm went o f f ,  but  I thought "Darn i t ' s  
~ l o u d y ! ~ ~  "But t h e  shoot must go on,'! a 
voice  dahogs--in: my 7h6ad. 

The downtown .eas t s ide  is  a photo jour- 
n a l i s t ' s  dream: h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
people E t h e  blues,  artists &writers, 
charac te r s  with a s t o r y  etched on t h e i r  
f aces ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  nooks & crannies, l o t s  
of d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s ,  indust ry ,  water- 
f r o n t ,  & toughs mixed with p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
So I began a t  Oppenheimer Park j u s t  be- 
cause the re  was t h i s  one man measuring 
up t h e  f i e l d  f o r  an e a r l y  croquet game 
amongst a few drunks s t i l l  waking up t o  
t h e i r  hangovers. I s t a r t e d  t o  focus  on 
t h i s  moment when I bumped i n t o  my frierld 
taking h i s  dog f o r  t h e i r  morning walk. 
"Dave, we l e f t  a message a t  t h e  Carnegie 
Centre t o  l e t  you know about our  shoot; 
hurry  up E g e t  your camera out ,  I' I barked 
So out  of t h e  b lue  I had a buddy t o  
shoot with f o r  awhile. 

We saw t h i s  g rea t  o ld  apartment build- 
ing. Wan you hold t h a t  pose please?" I 
ye l l ed  t o  a man leaning out t h e  window. 
J u s t  then he came running out of t h e  ap- 
artment & spoke about cameras i n  broken 
English with what smelled l i k e  a Russian 
vodka accent.  For a l l  h i s  excitement i n  
checking out  my camera he went back i n -  

Aw shucks; some j u s t  don1 t under- 
stand t h a t  i t ' s  a r t i s t i c  images we a r e  
a f t e r ,  not  t r y i n g  t o  poke i n t o  t h e i r  
p r i v a t e  l i v e s .  

I ran i n t o  fe l low photographers throu- 
out t h e  day & heard of t h e i r  t r i a l s  and 
t r i b u l a t i o n s .  I had a few negatinres but 
t h e  p o s i t i v e s  ou t  weighed them (pun in-  
tended). One guy with beady l i t t l e  sun- - 
glasses  t o l d  me he was going t o  have me 
bea t  up by s t r e e t  junkies f o r  fun be- 
cause I acc iden ta l ly  took h i s  p ic tu re .  
I was s o r r y  f o r  t h e  mistake, but he 
r e a l l y  scared me u n t i l  I was informed 
he was a l i t t l e  nu t s  E harmless. Another 
photographer was threatened with a deck- 
cha i r ,  of a l l  th ings ,  because he wore 
t h e  eye of Satan around h i s  neck. Toobad 
he stopped taking p i c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  day. 

The g rea t  th ings  I experienced were 
many: l i k e  meeting t h e  top  two binners 
over a beer  a t  t h e  Mar pub, o r  photogra-- 
phing a f r i e n d l y  worker a t  BC Sugar pos- 
ing  from one of those  hundreds of wind- 
ows, o r  bumping i n t o  t h e  crew of t h e  
Neon Rider movie (now which a r e  a c t o r s  6 
which a r e  ordinary people of t h e  neigh- 
bourhood - can you t e l l  t h e  di f ference?)  
o r  watching some Commercial D r .  l o c i l s  
playing a game of baske tba l l  aga ins t  t h e  
backdrop of sunset  on t h e  c i t y .  

By hook o r  by crook we caught some 
grea t  images. We want t o  share  them with 
you. The Carnegie Photo Club is proud 
t o  announce the  opening of Dawn t o  Dusk 
photo exhibi t ion,  on November 18th a t  
7:30 pm. Please jo in  u s  on t h e  3rd f l o o r  
of t h e  Centre f o r  g r e a t  photos & coffee! ... PS: Thanks t o  a l l  t h e  people who a l l -  
owed us t o  photograph them. - 

By BRENDA WHEATLEY 



You can help re-elect 
Margaret Mitchell. 

We ersonally 
en i t '  orse Mar~aret 
Miich ell. On-eleciion 
day, make sure your 
vote counts. a a 
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Keep her working for all of us! 
The Downtown Eastside is important 
On Monday, October 25, vote: 
Polls open 9:00 am to 8:00 pm 

MITCHELL, Margaret 

Even if you are not registered, you can still vote. But you 
must bring with you to the polls identification displaying your 

.dip al signature and address (example: telephone bill, rent receipt). 



The deficit and social spending: 

Who's ly 
now? 
by Ellen Woodsworth 

The mass media, and the federal and 
, provincial govemmentsare hystericallydel- 
uging us with statements about how high 
the Canadian federal and provincial deficits 
are. In thesame breath, they then tell us that 
they need to cut public spending and slash 
social programs, and that they are unable to 

- - c u w  . -...- 
(nit ~ W I N ~  PIJBLIL.) a 

. -7  

institute programs they have long promised 
us, such as a national childcare program ' One dollar out of every three goes toward 

What is the truth behind the propa- paying off the debt. 
ganda? Is Canada really in trouble? Are The following is from the Canadian 
women's programs just a frill to be cut in Centre for Policy Alternatives paper "Bleed- 
times of economic crises? ing the Patient: The Debt/Deficit Hoax Ex- 

Yes, we d o  have a deficit problem. No, posed:" 
you and I didn't create it. And yes, it is "When the Tories took power in 1984, 
solvable. the accumulated federal debt was $207 bil- 

But it will require a different political lion. Now it is roughly $453 billion, which is 
agenda than that of big business to change an increase of $246 billion-not bad for a 
things. It requires theorganizational workof government whose purported goal was to 
the women's movement,and of other move- control the debt. 
ments of ~eop les  (the poor, seniors, First "Interest charges on the public debt 
Nations people, gays and lesbianc, environ- during that same period were $279 billion, 
mentalists and people o f  colour) to turn it which means-if you take $279 billion mi- 
around. nus$246 billion-thatgovernmentprograms 

(aside from the publicdebt) haveoperatedat 
Causing the deficit what we call a profit of $33 billion!" 

There are six major reasons for the defi- A second reason is that the Tory gov- 
cit. ernment has reduced the amount of taxes 

The biggest cause is high interest rates, paid by corporations from 18 to 9 percent- 
which are set by the governor of the Bank of and many corporations pay no taxes at all 
Canada who is appointed by the federal due  to tax write-offs, tax loopholes,ordirect 
government. handouts 

If you have ever borrowed money, you Third, theCanadian economyloses a lot 
know that a loan of $100 at 5 percent over a of money because a large part of our debt is 
ten-year period costs a lot more than a loan owed to foreign companies, meaning that 
of $100 a t  2 percent. themoney paid for thedebt isnot reinvested 

Our tax dollars are being used to pay in Canada. The government could borrow 
off,athigh interestrates,a debt thatwas first from the Bank of Canada, or have it print 
incurred in 1974 by the Liberal government. more money-this is what we used to d o  so 



that they wouldn't have to get the chartered Large corporationsdirectly benefit from 
banks to print money, which the govem- 
ment then borrows from them at high inter- 

high deficits here, as they havedone in other 

est rates. The banks and other money lenders 
Another reason we have a deficit is make money on debt payments; with in- 

becauseof the US-Canada Free Trade Agree- creasing interest rates, even more money is 
merit (FTA). Two thousand plants h'ive made by the banks on the debt. 
moved out of Canada, taking with them 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in ~ C I X  rev- 

As social programs and spending in 
the public sector are slashed, lots of unem- 

enue. 
The Free Trade Agreement has cost us 

over 500,000 jobs, which means both lost tax 
revenueand lost consumer dollars thatwould 
have stimulated the economy. If the federal 
government that we elect in the upcoming 
federal election this fall signs the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
we stand to lose thousands more jobs and 
governmental control over the economy, as 
NAFTA overrides all levels of Canadian 
(and Mexican) govemment-federal, pro- 
vincial and municipal. 

Finally, the government is mismanag- 
ing the money we do have, with terrible 
spending policies such as the purchase of 
helicopters that won't do the job for $5.4 
billion. 

Wait a minute ... who created this 
problem? 

We aren't at this stage by accident. The 
causes of the deficit I outline above are all 
strategies of the right-wing corporate elite. 
What they are doing in Canada, they are 
doing world wide. It is called "restructur- 
ing,"andisoften backed by the World Bank, 
which often eventually forces countries to 
collapse in theeffort to payoff their debts to 
the transnational corporations. 

In industrialized countries, the deficit 
is used as a justification for cutting social -I- 

spending. Forexample,"ln the United States, 
dwid  ~kckwell  and other officials with the 
lirq+m administration now openly admit 
th'it, nt the behest of their corpc;rate friends, 
they deliberatelynfncre~ed the defii-it so 
that they would justify later cuts in soci'~l 

program fundings!" (from The Deficit Made 
Me Do It: Myths about Gozlernment Debt b y  
Chomey, Hotson, and Seccareccia of the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.) <q \ 

As governments cut administration, 
they are less able to monitor corporate tax 
evasions, labour violations, pollution, and 
so on, all of which cost us more money. 

As it is the corporations who own the 
mass media, they use them to convince us 
that, because of "the deficit," our govem- 
ments cannot afford social programs and 
public services, such as medicare. 



So, who pays for the deficit? 
The major targets of the deficit attacks *Sign~fir,i~~tl!* Io\\er interest r'ltes 

are the public sector and social programs. eNationa1ir.e the Bank 
The Post, *Have the Bank of Canada produce 

Via Rail, the Canadian BroadcastingCorpo- more money 
ration, government employees-is targeted *Tax corporations, block tax loopholes, I 

because those who work in it are organized stop corporate handouts and patronage. 1 

union employees who have set high wages, *Stimulate the economy through more 
benefits, and human rights and health and social spending (social spending in Canada 
safety standards for all workers. 

'Z 

is lower than in most European countries); 
Social programs, such as the Family job creation; a high minimum wage and 

Allowance ("baby bonus"), unemployment welfarerates; investment ineducation, health 
insurance, and federaLprovincih transfer and housing; payment for housework; in- 
payments for education, health and wel- vestment in the environment, child care and 
fare, have been drastically cut or eliminated pension plans. All of this creates jobs and 
by this Tory government. As well, there puts taxable dollars into the Canadian 
have been severe cuts to non-profit groups, economy. 
such as women's and aboriginal groups. *Abolish the Free Trade Agreement, 
They have also used "the deficit" as an which puts us all in a worse state each year 
excuse for their fa i l~~re  to implement a na- the more it is implemented. And cancel 
tional childcare program, a national anti- NAFTA. 
violence carnyaign, or pensions for houqe- *Continue to educate ourselves and 
wives, and h a w  used i t  to threaten the mobilize the women's movement to elect 

* governments committed to the above solu- 
tions and the wellbeing of all Canadians. 

As the power of government to act on 
behalf ofordinary women,children and men 
is attacked and eroded by the transnationals 
and NAFTA, we will be faced directly with 
inhuman, insatiable transnational corporate 
greed. 

Thegains of our grandmothers, mothers 
and ourselves are being cut away beneath 
our feet We must mobilize the entire wom- 
en's movement to fight. Our lives are at 
stake 

Elleir Woodsaortlt is a member o f  Woiirair to 
Woinait Global Strategies and co-chair of 
the BC Actioit Cairada Network (a cualitioir 

National Welfare Council and the National ofprugressizle groups opposiiig NAFTA.)  
Advisory Council on Aging, to mention just Sourcesfor this piece iirclrrde "The Frayiiig 
a few. ofout.  Social Safety Net," a series i?f articles 

In addition, this government has im- by Liiirra McQrrnig, the Toronto Star, 1993; 
posed theGST, a tax which preys most heav- "Debt: n Caiirpaigil Comic," iir the New 
ily on those with low incomes. Internationalist, May/93; "The Vrf ic i t :  

Facts," speech by Larry Rrozcvi of  t l i ~  
Are there solutions? Nafioiral Llitioi~ of Prrblic aiilf Grrrt.id 

Yes: E l i r ~ ~ ~ f ~ y t ~ e s ;  speech by Marjorit, Cohcri nt 
*Replace the governor of the Bank of Eird Lrpslnfrd I h v r f y ,  \rrIy/93; The 

Canada with someone ci~mmitted to an eco- Wealthy Banker's Wife by Liiidn 
mmir policy t ~ f  full e~nployrnent ' McQrrni,~. 
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B.C. TRANSIT BAD BOYS 

BC T r a n s i t  i s  i n  t h e  business  f o r  pro- 
fit, t o  h e l l  with t h e  passengers.  They 
no doubt have a damage con t ro l  o f f i c e  t o  
make sure  they a r e n ' t  sued heav i ly  when 
an i n c i d e n t  occurs.  

The membership is i n  it f o r  p r o f i t ,  t o  
h e l l  with t h e  passengers.  Head o f f i c e  
f i g h t d  t h e  union & i s  probably s t i l l  squ- 
abbl ing wi th  them over  t h e  placing of 
b locks  o f  wood next  t o  wheels t o  s t o p  
buses from r o l l i n g .  The company doesn ' t  
h i r e  t h e i r  guys t o  be n i c e ,  but  t o  d r i v e  
e f f i c i e n t l y ,  keep t o  t h e i r  schedule E t o  
use  t h e  blocks  o f  wood. 

The d r i v e r s  always seem t o  be insa , rush 
t o  keep t o  t h e i r  schedules. Many of them 
a c t  a s  i f  passengers must be picked up 
quickly  & t h e  bus must be o f f  i n  a b u r s t  
of speed no mat te r  how many r i d e r s  a r e  
e l d e r l y  & *may f a l l  & h u r t  themselves. I 
have been bumped around many t imes,  hurt, 
seen p rop le  s l i p  out  o f  t h e i r  s e a t s  when 
t h e  bus speeds up going around corners.  

Some d r i v e r s  appear t o  be i n  pe rpe tua l  
bad moods, as i f  they cou ldn ' t  c a r e  l e s s  
about passengers ;  t h e i r  s c h e d u l e s a r e t h e  
c h i e f  concern E t h e  damn blocks o f  wood 
a bother .  They throw them onto t h e  bus 
a f t e r  use ,  n o t  ca r ing  where they go o r  
if t h e  rope handle s t i c k s  out .  I l v e  been 
t r i p p e d  by t h e s e  t h i n g s  nu t  managed t o  
grab onto  something t o  s t o p  from f a l l i n g  
but maybe o t h e r s  c o u l d n ' t .  
* 

Late on Oct.6th a t  almost lOpm, Bus # 
2725 came down Main S t r e e t ,  sped acroSs 
Hastings E headed f o r  t h e  bus s t o p  be- 
s i d e  Carnegie. I ran f o r  t h a t  bus, a 62 1 
year-old woman, overweight, wi th  a h e a v y ,  
pack on my back. Concerned with showing 
t h e  d r i v e r  my buspass I d i d n ' t  watch my 
f e e t .  I f e l t  my f o o t  ca tch  on something 
& went s t r a i g h t  forward on a downward 
s l a n t .  My r i g h t  cheek, j u s t  under my 
eye, h i t  a metal rod, one of two on each 
s i d e  o f  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  behind t h e  d r i v e r .  
As I s l i d  down onto t h e  f l o o r  I hur t  my 
knee, l e f t  hand & both arms. 

The dumb d r i v e r  j u s t  s a t  t h e r e  l i k e  a 
bump on a log.  I t  wasn' t  u n t i l  I go t  up 
on a l l  f o u r s  t h a t  he got ou t  of h i s  s e a t  
& helped me t o  my f e e t .  I t o l d  him how 
dumb he was t o  leave t h e  rope handle of 
t h e  block of wood i n  my way. I l e t  it b e  
known I could have broken a bone i n  t h e  
f a l l .  The d r i v e r  seemed t o  be apa the t i c .  

I t  wasn't u n t i l  I got t o  my usua l  s t a -  
t i o n  & my usual  b u s  d r i v e r  asked me i f  I 
was a l r i g h t  t h a t  I got sympathy. I s a i d  
no, I have a meeting t o  go t o  tomorrow & 
w i l l  look awful. .&  more meetings a f t e r  
t h a t  & w i l l  look worse. I ' m  s t i l l  angry. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  sue  t h e  bus company but I ' m  
j u s t  a grandmother on low income. 

The next t ime you're on a bus t ake  
no te .  I f  t h e  d r i v e r  is  unconcerned o r  
c a r e l e s s ,  t a k e  t h e  number & r e p o r t  it. 

s o c i a l  groups 1 

Elec t ion  i s s u e s  a s  decided a t  Cul tus  Lk ....................................... 
A t  Cul tus  Lake we decided t o  end supp- 

r e s s i o n  over  every l i t t l e  growing th ing.  
* Working f o r  welfare  a s  Mikey sugges t s  

i s  g r e a t  on cheque days; 
* Give a l l  vo lun tee rs  $12/hr f o r  t h e i r  

c u r r e n t  s h i f t s . .  .but  where does t h e  
money come from? . 
* Betty  Baxter d i s t anced  herself  from a 

p a r t y  l e a d e r ,  saying "There a r e  more 
food banks than ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l d ~ ~ ! t  she praised 
t h e  cover o f  t h e  Carnegie Newsletter  - 
the one with Campbellts picture on it - 
saying t h e  NDP is  dedicated t o  funding 

ing co-op housing became a 
r e a l i t y  f o r  some. Whispers of abuse of 

! t h e  j u s t i c e  system & t h e  shame of s o c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  o the rs .  Margaret Mitchel l  
says  we have t o  i n s t i l l  new energy i n t o  

programs. 



i JENNIFER ESTER PETE 

Jenny's childhood years  were spent  i n  
i Terrace BC u n t i l  h e r  14th year.  She had 

been i n  & o u t , o f  f o s t e r  homes f o r  most 
of t h i s  time. During t h i s  time i n  f o s t e r  
homes she  (and h e r  younger b r o t h e r s  and 
s i s t e r s )  had been emotionally & p h y s i c a l -  
l y  abused. 

Jenny's mother, Margaret Pete  (Shanoss) 
had go t ten  custody of Jenny 4 t h e  young- 
e r  b r o t h e r s  G s i s t e r  (one s i s t e r  was o l -  
d e r  than Jenny) f o r  about 24-3 years .  
These were t h e  happies t  childhood days 
o f  our  l i v e s ;  we f i n a l l y  had our  family  
toge ther  again. 

Jenny's  mother was one of t h e  most 
loving & car ing  mothers. Our l i v e s  were 
content  u n t i l  our o l d e r  s i s t e r  Edi th  
was t r a g i c a l l y  k i l l e d  i n  a c a r  acc iden t  
3 days a f t e r  h e r  16th  bi r thday.  This de- 
s t royed our  l i v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  our mom. 

Jenny was very naive  a t  14; she  d i d n ' t  
understand a l l  t h e  tremendous g r iev ing  
t h a t  surrounded our family,  so  she  Gour 
younger s i s t e r  ran away from home. This 
t o t a l l y  destroyed our mother, Margaret. 
Mother passed away a few months l a t e r .  
Jenny & our younger s i s t e r  f e l t  t h a t  it 
was t h e i r  f a u l t  f o r  mother's death.  They 
l e f t  & hi tchhiked t o  Vancouver, where 
they 've  l i v e d  'ti1 now. Jenny had met & 
married a man named Brian Bapt i s t e  and 
had two b e a u t i f u l  sons - Dennis & Brian 
(B.J.). Unfortunately th ings  d i d n ' t  t u r n  
ou t  i n  h e r  marriage, which r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
family break-up & custody b a t t l e .  A t  t h e  
t ime of t h i s  t h e  ch i ld ren  were i n  t h e  
c a r e  of Jenny's  Aunt Agnes Pete  i n  P.R. 

Jenny had s e t t l e d  down once again  with 
a man named Stevens. They l i v e d  i d  an 
apartment i n  Vancouver d i r e c t l y  ac ross  
from a park where she hoped t o  s e e  h e r  
sons playing i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  She'd 
been happi ly  pregnant a t  t h i s  time. 

Jenny had t o  t r a v e l  t o  Prince Rupert 
f o r  t h e  custody hear ing (her  new baby, 
She i la ,  was 3 weeks o ld  a t  t h e  t ime).  
Jenny's h e a r t  G l i f e  were ripped a p a r t  
once again  when t h e  cour t  awarded custo-  
dy o f  h e r  sons t o  h e r  husband Brian. 

She re turned t o  Vancouver without h e r  
boys t o  an empty house s e t  up f o r  them. 
This s i t u a t i o n  des t royed h e r  new r e l a t -  
ionship,  as she went i n t o  a deep d e p r e s s  
ion. A few weeks a f t e r  t h e  breakup t h e  
f a t h e r  of h e r  new baby , g i r l  was b r u t a l l y  
murdered on t h e  s t r e e t s  of Vancouver. 
This was h e r  l a s t  & f i n a l  nightmare of 
r e a l i t y .  

Jenny had been i n  G ou t  o f  detox cen t -  
r e s  f o r  t h e  previous 7 y e a r s  t r y i n g  t o  
f i g h t  h e r  alcoholism. Anyone here  who 
c a n ' t  understand why our s i s t e r ,  mother, 
n iece ,  cousin, whatever r e l a t i o n  she  is 
t o  us a l l ,  was i n  such devas ta t ion .  
Please  l e t ' s  not  l e t  Jenny leave u s  i n  
vain  because we have t o  remember how 
hard she t r i e d  t o  make ends meet i n  h e r  
l i f e .  She has f i n a l l y  given up. She's  
l e f t  a l l  t h e  h u r t  & pa in  behind and i s  
now i n  f i n a l  peace. We love you a l l .  

The Pete  Family 



7 - Poornography 1 
11We want t o  c l ea r  the cheats & deadbeats 

off welfare ro l l s . "  
cfWelre not going t o  allow people who 

could & should be in  the work force t o  :; 
s i t  there  and do nothing." 

Premier Mike Harcourt, 21/9/93 

THIRTEEN REASONS WHY THE PREMIER 
SHOULDN'T BASH PEOPLE ON WELFARE 

1. Welfare bashing hur t s  poor people. 
People on welfare, including child re^ 

in te rna l i se  what they hear. They f e e l  bad 
about themselves when they have done no- 
thing wrong. 

2. Welfare bashing stigmatises & stereo-  
types people on welfare l i k e  r a c i s t  

comments s t igmatise  black people. Welfare 
bashing promotes hatred against one group 
in order t o  gain popularity with another. 
3. Poor people don't  create  poverty. The 

economic system crea tes  poverty. BIB- 
ming poor people blames soc ie ty ' s  problem 

' on individuals.  I t ' s  l i k e  blaming women 
f o r  sexism. 

4.  When the Premier bashes people on wel- 
fa re ,  others  f e e l  encouraged t o  do it 

also, multiplying the  hate  tha t  low in- 
come people have t o  endure. 

5. By t rashing the people who use the 
welfare system, the Premier weakens 

support f o r  the  safe ty  ne t  a l l  Br i t i sh  
Columbians must have, especial ly  when 
there a r e  so few jobs. 

6. Forcing people t o  eh ter  a workforce 
tha t  doesn't  have jobs f o r  them means 

tha t  more people compete f o r  scarce jobs 
and drive wages down, making working peo- 
ple ,  especial ly  those without unions, poor. 

7. Many low income people helped ge t  the 
NDP elected 6 voted f o r  the f i r s t  time 

in  t h e i r  l i ves .  When they see the  people 
they helped t o  e l ec t  turn against them, 
they w i l l  not l i k e l y  want t o  take pa r t  i n  
the p o l i t i c s  i n  the fu ture .  

8. When the Premier bashes poor people, 
he is playing in to  the  hands of the  

f a r  r i gh t  t h a t  wants t o  destroy basic  
social  programs. 
9. When people on welfare hear welfare 

bashing in  the  media they of ten  think 

it is  directed a t  them. This may prevent 
a s ingle  mother from seeking a needed c r& 
s i s  grant.  I t  could prevent a s ing le  per- 
son from asking h i s  worker f o r  help in  
finding a job. 
10. I t '  s not f a i r  t o  blame low income p e e  

p le  f o r  high unemployment. Government 
creates high unemployment with po l i c i e s  
o r  lack of po l ic ies .  
11. Welfare bashing stops people from 

qu i t t i ng  jobs tha t  a r e  unhealthy o r  
exploit  low wage earners. 
12. Low indome people a re  c i t i zens  & the  

Premier should represent a l l  c i t i z e n s  
including peopae on welfare. 
13. Welfare bashing is mean. People ex- 

pect a la rger  vis ion & a more caring 
and human a t t i t u d e  from t h i s  government. 
Welfare bashing pushes "angry" buttons. 
~t brings out the  worst, not the  bes t  i n  
people. 

What can you do? 

1. Write t o  Premier Hakcourt & t e l l  him 
t o  s top  welfare bashing. His address: 

Parliament Buildings, Victoria,  BC V8VlX4 
2 .  Meet with your MLA. Show her o r  him 

the  13 reasons why the Premier should 
lo t  bash people on welfare. Discuss them. 
Ask them t o  pressure the Premier t o  t r e a t  
people on welfare f a i r l k .  
3.  Get o ther  groups i n  your community t o  

do the  above: churches, unions, Third 
World So l ida r i t y  groups, f o r  example. 
4. Contact your local  NDP constituency 

associat ion t o  make a presentation ag- 
a in s t  welfare Bashing. Ask them t o  pass a 
motion t e l l i n g  Premier Harcourt t o  s top 
badmouthing people on welfare. 
5. Write a Fe t t e r  t o  t he  ed i tor  explain- 

ing why the  Premier should not bash 
people on welfare. Organise other  low in- 
come people & people from churches & oth- 
e r  groups t o  do t h i s .  
6. I f  you need help with any of t h i s . c a l 1  

End Legislated Poverty a t  879-1209 i n  
Vancouver, 583-7363 i n  Surrey o r  383-8778 
i n  Victoria.  



' 'WE'RE ALL I N  ONE BOAT, BROTHER 
YOU CAN'T ROCK ONE END 
WITHOUT ROCKING THE OTHER. '' 

Early  Afro-American work song 

1f government only  e x i s t s  t o  "servev 
t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  a s  
we so o f t en  say,  why i s  it so impossib- 
l e  f o r  them t o  have a benevolent a t t i -  
tude towards us? ... why shou ldn ' t  they ,  
who a r e  c rea ted  by us  - empowered by 
our  vo te  o r  dec i s ion  - be bound by law 
t o  maintain a benevolent, h e l p f u l  and 
f r i e n d l y  a t t i t u d e  toward us?  

We a r e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e i r  benefactors .  
We have granted them t h e  r i g h t  t o  make 
dec i s ions  on our beha l f ,  & t o  t a k e  home 
much l a r g e r  paycheques than our own, 
with which they can feed,  c l o t h e  & house 
t h e i r  familys  & educate t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
i n  ways we c a n ' t  a f fo rd .  ... a r e  we not 
benevolent f a c t o r s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t o  
whom they owe some r e s p e c t 8 c o n s i d e r a -  
t i o n ?  

I ' v e  been l a b e l l e d  a "deadbeat" by 
t h e  premier I voted i n t o  o f f i c e . . . d o e s  
t h i s  make sense t o  you? 

I ' v e  had many jobs i n  my l i f e  E I must 
say I ' m  ashamed of myself f o r  having 
done them.. . these jobs a l l  involved ly -  
ing t o  t h e  pub l i c  & t o  my employers ab- 
out  how I f e l t  about being requ i red  t o  
l i e  t o  t h e  pub l i c  ... i t ' s  c a l l e d  "adver- 
t i s ing" .  . a  m u l t i - b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  indust -  
r y  t h e  world j u s t  c a n ' t  seem t o  do w i t k  
out .  I ' m  ashamed of having done those  
jobs,  but my government t h i n k s  it was 
t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  I ever  d id .  Why?. .be- 
cause they th ink  I "contributed" t o  so- 
c i e t y f i p a i d  t a x e s  i n t o  gov ' t  programs. 

Premier Harcourt apparent ly  wants me 
t o  do t h i s  again & continue doing t h i s  
f o r  t h e  r e s t  of  my l i f e .  I ' m  f i f t y - f i v e  
Years o l d  E I c a n ' t  begin t o  t e l l  you 
how much i n j u s t i c e ,  s t u p i d i t y ,  greed,  
corrupt ion 6 o u t r i g h t  i n s a n i t y  I ' v e  w i t -  
nessed over t h e  years ,  most of it i n  
t h e  name of good government & a  hea l thy  
economy. 

Is it no t  poss ib le ,  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of 
my l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
say "OK - you don ' t  have t o  t a k e  job 

r e t r a i n i n g  t o  q u a l i f y  t o r  a small  l i v -  
ing allowance ... we have f a i t h  i n  your 
motivations & gran t  you t h e  means t o  
l i v e  a spare ,  humble ex i s t ence  on your 
own"? . . . is t h i s  an unreasonable requY 
e s t ?  ... am I asking too  much, t h a t  I 
should be c a l l e d  a "deadbeat" i n  t h e  
pub l i c  media by t h e  man I voted f o r ?  
... i s  t h i s  my reward f o r  t r y i n g  t o  bc 
honest? - f o r  wanting t o  g c t  r i d  of 
Vanderzalm? - f o r  ha t ing  t h e  decept ive ,  
greedy business o f  making a l i v i n g  out 
o f  l y i n g  t o  people & at tempt ing t o  s e l l  
them images of  t h i n g s  they d o n ' t  need? 

Mike looks good & I look bad, & t h a t ' s  
t h e  way t h e  government Gikes it. 

I got  born he re  i n  Vancouver through 
no f a u l t  of my own...I1m a l o c a l  boy & 
a Canadian c i t i z e n  by b i r t h .  Do I have 
no c r e d i t  whatsoever with my own gov- 
ernment - those  my vo te  put  i n t o  office? 

The house of  cards  has  col lapsed.  I 
was offered a gov ' t  job search r e t r a i d -  
ing in terview & I refused it.  A week 
l a t e r  t h e  man I voted f o r  appeared on 
TV saying those  t h a t  do what I d i d  
w i l l  be "cut o f f  welfare". 
. . . t he  f a c t  i s ,  I ' m  f i n i s h e d  f o r  your 
b r u t a l ,  uncaring system ... I ' l l  never 
work f o r  it again ,  eve r ,  no mat te r  what 

happens. . . i f  
i f  my pension 
if I f  m herded 

I g e t  "cut o f f  welfare", 
& housing i s  taken away - 
i n t o  a concentra t ion camp, 

s t a rved ,  t o r t u r e d ,  o r  put  t o  dea th . . . I  
w i l l  not  t a k e  a job! - 

So, Michael Harcourt can t a k e  t h e s e  
words & shove them wherever he t h i n k s  
b e s t .  Some people th ink  I ' m  a pe rve r ted ,  
cr iminal  o l d  bas tard .  . a  tldeadbeat't  f o r  
su re .  .but I ' m  more f r e e  & t r u t h f u l  than 
Michael Harcourt da res  t o  be. 

TORA 



Harcourt Responds. . . 
Dear ~ r i e n d s ,  

Recent media coverage of wellfare fkaud, 
has raised a number of concerns t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y .  F i r s t ,  I want t o  
re i te ra te  t h a t  my government i s  commit- 
ted t o  providing ass i s tance  t o  t he  thou- 
&nds of Br i t i sh  Columbians who f ind  
themselves i n  r e a l  need. As you well 
know, the  vas t  majori ty  of people on 
social ass i s tance  a r e  people who have 
been forced out of work through no 
f au l t  of t h e i r  own; s ing le  parents ,  p e e  
ple  with d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  E seniors.  I want 
t o  assure you t h a t  I am f i rmly committ- 
ed t o  ensuring t h a t  these people w i l l  
continue t o  be t r ea t ed  with d ign i ty  and 
respect.  

In  t h e  l a s t  f e  wweeks I have a l so  
made a commitmenh~to enhance the gover* 
mentls e f f o r t s  t o  el iminate  fraud i n  f 

t he  soc ia l  ass i s tance  system. Over t he  
pas t  few weeks I ,  along with my new 
,Minister of Social Services,  Joy Mac- 
Phai l ,  have v i s i t e d  soc i a l  se rv ices  off- 
i ce s  i n  t he  Downtown Eastside & Kamloops. 
We .have learned f i r s t -hand  about ho te l  
owners who systematical ly  co l l ec t  she l -  
t e r  allowances & ev ic t  r ec ip i en t s  the  
same day. We have heard about mil l ions 
of  t a x  d o l l a r s  unnecessarily l o s t  i n  
secur i ty  deposi ts  t o  landlords,  Fraudu- 
l e n t  p rac t i ce s  such a s  these must be 
stopped i f  the  i n t e g r i t y  of our soc ia l  
sa fe ty  ne t  is  t o  be protected. 

The vas t  majority of those who rece i -  
ve ass i s tance  have leg i t imate  needs and 
we must provide them with support. But 
there is a small percentage t h a t  a r e  b e  
ihg :deceptive. They jeopardize the  sys- 
tem f o r  everyone & they must be caught. 
We w i l l  be increasing our e f f o r t s  t o  
crack down on those who a r e  systematic- 
a l l y  involved i n  fraud so we can ensure 
t h a t  t a x  d o l l a r s  a r e  going t o  those who 
t r u l y  need it. The money saved i n  fraud 
can then go toward providing t r a in ing  
and s k i l l s  t o  those who have l o s t  t h e i r  
job o r  haven't t he  necessary s k i l l s  t o  
obtain employment, and t o  providing s u p  

por t  f o r  s ing le  mothers & others  not 
ab le  t o  support themselves. 

We a re  cur ren t ly  facing a d i f f i c u l t  
period of economic res t ruc tur ing ,  which 
i s  affect ing every province i n  Canada 
with high unemployment and an unpreced- 
ented demand on our income secu r i ty  pro- 
grams. For Br i t i sh  Columbians thdb means 
t h a t  we cur ren t ly  have over 323,027 in-  
dividuals  dependent on income  assist^ 
ance a t  a cos t  of over $130 mil l ion a 
month. The taxpayers of Br i t i sh  Colunb- 
i a  have made it very c l e a r  t h a t  while 
they expect t h e i r  govl t  t o  provide ass-  
i s tance  t o  those who need it, they a l so  
expect s t rong sanctions against  those 
who attempt t o  obtain publ ic  funds 
through fraud . 

In response t o  the  challenges of a 
changing economy, we must c r ea t e  more 
opportuni t ies  f o r  people t o  become pro- 
ductive, contr ibut ing members of socie- 
t y  through employment & we must ensure 
t h a t  those with a legi t imate need f o r  
support receive it. 

I bel ieve t h a t  by reducing fraud, we 
w i l l  be able  t o  concentrate our l imi ted  
resources & a l loca t e  them only t o  those 
in  need. My commitment t o  meeting t h e  
needs of the  people i n  our community is 
a s  s t rong a s  it was many yeats  ago when 
I f i r s t  began my work i n  the  Downtown 
Eastside. I look forward t o  continuing 
t o  work with the Downtown Eastside Res- 
idents  Association t o  a s s i s t  i n  provid- 
ing our  c i t i z e n s  with the  too l s  & oppor 
t u n i t i e s  they need t o  more f u l l y  pa r t -  
i c i p a t e  i n  our communities. 

Sincerely, 
Mike Harcourt, Premier 



-1-11~-----~-~----1-,-~.-.-.-.-.-oI~I-~I~~o~---,------.-.-.-~-.--.----. 
Legal Services Society Order Form 

To order# please send the Three Book1 ets on Welfare 
fonn on the right to: 
Distribution Clerk, 
Publishing Division I want a single, free copy of: -Welfare for  Employable People 

Legal Services Society - Welfare for  Unemployable People 

of B.C. - Welfare Appeals 

Box 3, Suite 300 Send to: 
1 140 W. Pender Street 
Vancouver, B.C. Name 
V6E 4G1 Organization 
FAX: 660-9578 

Address 
Postal code 

Telephone 

Election issues for low income people 

The f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  is  on October 25, 
The P a r t y  t h a t  g e t s  i n  can make a d i f f -  
erence t o  poor people. For example, t h e  
NDP government i n  B .C. has  done t h e s e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  socreds  probably would 
not  have done: 
* Let people on welfare  have more money 

i n  t h e  bank 
* L* people on welfare  keep more of 

what they earn  
* Have a volunteer  program t h a t  pays 

people up t o  $10 an hour f o r  10 hours 
.of work a month 

* Raised t h e  minimum wage t o  $6 an hour 
* Stopped forced employment of s i n g l e  

pa ren t s  on welfare  
* Funded school food programs i n  low 

income a reas1  

These t h i n g s  a r e  not  enough. The wel- 
f a r e  r a t e s  should be r a i s e d  a l o t  more. 
Minimum wage should be a t  about $10 an 
hour.  But they a r e  b e t t e r  than we would 
have got  from t h e  socreds.  

I n  t h e  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e  P a r t i e s  
can make a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  same way. 
When you a r e  checking ou t  t h e  campaign, 
keep i s s u e s ,  n o t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  mind. 
What t h e  P a r t i e s  have a l ready  done is  
more important than  what they say  they,  
w i l l  do i f  they 've  been i n  power. 

Here a r e  some important i s s u e s  f o r  
low income people: 

WELFARE : The Federal  government ( i n  O t  - 
tawa) g ives  provinces almost h a l f  t h e  
amount of money they pay i n  welfare .  



w i l l  t h e  P a r t y  you v o t e  f o r  c u t  back on 
c h i s  money? W i l l  it end t h e  Canada A s s -  - - 
i s t a n c e  p ian  (CAP) which g ives  people 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o l l e c t  we l fa re  and t h e  
r i g h t  no t  t o  be  forced t o  work f o r  it .  

TARGETING: Some p a r t i e s  t a l k  about "tar- 
g e t i n g  money t o  t h e  t r u l y  needy". What 
they  r e a l l y  mean i s  t ak ing  money away 
from the 'moderate ly  poor and kee ing  P t h e  r e a l l y  poor a t  t h e  same l e v e  . What 
ddes t h e  P a r t y  you want say  about t h i s ?  

WAGES: W i l l  t h e  P a r t y  you. v o t e  . for  use  
s o c i a l  programs t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  cheap 
labour?  O r  w i l l  t hey  b r i n g  i n  laws t h a t  
h e l p  working people  g e t  decent wages? 

JOBS: 'HOW w i l l  t h e  P a r t y  you v o t e  f o r  - 
c r e a t e  decent jobs  a t  decent wages? 
W i l l  t hey  a c t i v e l y  t r y  t o  c r e a t e  jobs  
o r  do they  want t o  "leave it t o  t h e  mar- 
ket" t h a t  has  caused our h igh unemploy- 
ment? 

DEFICIT: Is t h e  P a r t y  you v o t e  f o r  ob- 
sessed wi th  c u t t i n g  s o c i a l  programs? 
Does it s e e  t h i s  as t h e  only way t o  re -  
duce t h e  d e f i c i t ?  O r  do they c a l l  f o r  
taxing t h e  r i c h ,  reducing i n t e r e s t  
rates & c r e a t i n g  more jobs  t o  r e d u c e i a '  

HEALTH: W i l l  t h e  P a r t y  you v o t e , f o r  re- 
pea l  B i l l  C-69 which w i l l  end f e d e r a l  

money f o r  medicare and medicare a s  we 
know i t ?  Are they committed t o  univers-  
a l  medicare? 

EDUCATION: W i l l  t h e  P a r t y  you v o t e  f o r  
provide  g r a n t s  s o  low income s t u d e n t s  
can a f f o r d  ta.gb:to c o l l e g e  .b u n i v e r s i t y ?  

FREE TRADE: This  is c o s t i n g  Canada hun- 
dreds  of thousands of jobs ,  wage8.are 
being pu l l ed  down '& t h e  a b i l i t y  of our 
e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  make regula-  
t i o n s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  c i t i z e n s  is ending. 
w i l l  your P a r t y  end both  t r a d e  d e a l s ?  

"Our task is to redefi 
fundamentally 
what we expect . 
governments to do. " 
- K m  Campbell 
1993 leadersh~p campalgn document 

Canadianscan'taffordanotherfouryears 
of Conservative government. 

As public sector union members, we've 
seen our democratic rights trampled on and 
our standard of living cut back. 

As citizens who care about our families 
and communities, we've seen the economy 
driven into the ground, social conflict grow 
and the future darken. 

Together, in the next federal election, we 
can make the realchange this country needs! 

Make your vote count! 

Public Service Alliance of ~anada 
National Union of Public and General Employees 
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SOClli'l'Y N.A. meets every Clolltli~y t ~ i g h t  a t  223 Mail l  S t .  

Joy T.-$20 
1993 DONATIONS Eleanor K O  -$25 col leen E. -$20 
Stuar t  M.-$50 Adbusters -$50 
Ket t le  F.S.-$16 Wayne H.-$2.50 S u b n i s s i o ~ ~  
Bert T .-$lo Legal Aid -$5o n Ueadliae 
Etienne S.-$50 ~ a ; ~  C.-$25 NEW ISSUE 
Lisa E .-$lo Paula 8.-$20 28 0ctober.r 
Matt -$2O Steve T.-$15 
Keith C.-$20 Eric  E.-$10 
AbbyK.-$10 Anonymous-$70 - , .  
~ d l r  i* t h e  Downtown Easts ide 
Social  Services -$I000 

A r t l c l r r  represent the w l ~ r s  of I n d l v l h n l  
c o n l t l b ~ ~ t o r #  md not o f  the Assoc l r t l on  

Vancouver Health Dept . -$I1 3 
Employment 6 Immi~ration -$800 

NEED HELP ? 
The Downtown €as  ts l d e  Res l d e n t s  ' Aasoc l a  t lon 
can  h e l p  you wlth:  

any w e l f a r e  problem 
lnformatlotr  on l e g a l  r lg l r te  
d l e p q t e s  wltlr l a n d l o r d 8  
unsafe  1 l v l n g  colrdl t  i o n s  
income t a n  
UIC probleme 
E lnd  11rg lrous l n g  
openltrg o bank accouut  

Come Lnto t h e  DEW of f  lce a t  9 Eas t  I las t  l ngs  S t  
o r  phone u s  a t  682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE FOR 20 YEARS. 



poker. A s  Keith E Marilym say i n  t h e i r  
update: "Why should Canada be overly 
concerned about precedents i n  a country 
t h a t  was a m i l i t a r y  d i c t a to r sh ip  u n t i l  
recent ly  G even now does not implement 
i ts  democratic cons t i tu t ion ,  s t i l l  con- 
doning t o r t u r e  (including i n  t h i s  case) ,  
t he  d a i l y  murder of s t r e e t  chi ldren and 
prison massacres by pol ice?  

BRAZIL 
Chr is t ine  Lamont G David Spencer 

is i s n ' t  off-the-wall; Chr is t ine  is 
from Langley, David is  from the  Mari- / rimes. They got caught up i n  a kidnapp- 

/ ing of a businessman in being 
! i n  the wrong place at the tirne. As 

every I tve  read states, "This 
: is not  t he  place t o  judge whether they 

are  g u i l t y  o r  innocentt1.. . but it I s  a / dam good place to ask question: 

"1s Barbara McDougall, t he  ( thankful ly)  
1 r e t i r i n g  Minister of External Affa i r s ,  

except ional ly s tupid  o r  does she have t o  

McDougall i s  t h e  one who spent $23,000 
on p i c tu re s  of he r se l f  f o r  world-wide 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  a l l  Canadian embassies 
j u s t  2 months before announcing her  re -  
t irement from p o l i t i c s  a l together .  When 
Chr is t ine  & David were convicted on the  
bas i s  of  testimony given by a t o r t u r e  
victim, t h e  Canadian g o v t t  had already 
got ten involved. The Commons J u s t i c e  
Committee agreed unanimously t h a t  they 
had been vict ims of a gross miscarriage 
of j u s t i ce .  

Over t o  McDougall - a l l  she had t o  do, 
and the  Braz i l l i an  J u s t i c e  Minister had 
already agreed, was o f f i c i a l l y  request 
t h e i r  expulsion from Brazil .  She refused 
and ins t ruc ted  he r  bureaucrats t o  lobby 
the Brazilian gov ' t  f o r  an "exchange of 
pr isoners  t reaty1 '  - and Brazil  d id  a s  
had been expected & predicted by defense 
lawyers, both pr i soners ,  a l l  people on 
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  s i des  of t h i s  - everyone 

- knew t h a t  Brazil  would r eac t  angr i ly  E 
negat ively t o  t h i s  l lplanll  of McDougall 
E accuse "the Canadian Gov't" of t ry ing  
to meddle in the internal affairs of 
Brazil .  
' I f  everyone knew it would happen, would 

jeopardise any appeals, would make it im 
possible  for anything further t o  be done 
f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 years,  why did McDougall 
insist on doing it anyway? 

She went so f a r  as  t o  change the  amb- 
assador the  consul-general t o  Brazil ,  
ne i the r  of whom spoke Portugese o r  had 
any experience with the  f i e r c e l y  nation- 
a l i s t i c  people - and of course did what 

* For more info:  Keith E Marilyn Lamont 
20431 46A Avenue 

they were to ld  i n  t ry ing  f o r  the  i d i o t i c  
t r ea ty .  McDougall cut  & ran, from p o l i t -  
i c s  anyway. 

Campbell has responded t o  spec i f i c  
questions during the  campaign t h a t  t he re  
i s  no precedent f o r  expulsion. Does t h i s  
smell ro t t en?  The obvious but unprove- 
able  take is  t h a t  there  i s  some deal  o r  
law o r  condition t h a t  i s  unresolved be- 
tween business people here & there  - and 
Chr is t ine  Lamont E David Spencer a r e  be- 
ing used a s  pawns i n  some high s takes  

Langley, B.C. V3A 357 
I n  b r i e t :  Lamont G Spencer were given 

28-year sentences i n  1989. They've a l -  
ready served 4 years,  of which Chr is t ine  
spent near ly  a year i n  s o l i t a r y  confine- 
ment & David spent 15 months. They face  
24 more years  without parole .  Canada has 
turned a b l ind  eye t o  the  use of t o r t u r e  
t h a t  lead d i r e c t l y  t o  their a r r e s t s .  
Compare Brazilian just ice:  t he  murderer 
of environmentalist  Chico Mendez got 19 
years. Compare Canadian ju s t i ce :  convict- 
ed FLQ kidnappers got 2 years l e s s  a day. 



a DAVID ORCHARD 
Speaks out on the censored issues o f  the 

1993 Elect ion.* free Trade and NA f 72 
C i t i z e n s  Concerned About F ree  Trade i n v i t e s  you t o  come & hear  David 

Orchard, au thor  of t h e  b e s t - s e l l i n g  book THE FIGHT FOR CANADA: Four Cent- 
u r i e s  of Res is tance  t o  American Expansionism, speak on t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s  of - .I NAFTA, what t h e  "Reform" P a r t y  r e a l l y  

' i s s u e s  i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  and 
Fee Trade d e a l s  cance l l ed .  

I Date: TUESDA I: OCTOBER 19, I P P '  t 
,de- , 

I 
t h i s  1993 e l e c t i o n :  Free ~ r a a e ,  
s t ands  f o r ,  t h e  media cover-up of t h e  cenc ra l  J 

t h e  s t r a t e g y  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  Tor i e s  & have t h e  FI 


