


Today.1 was f e e l i n g  alone, miles away from everyone 
Yet they were only an arm away. 
I t  seemed l i k e  no one could see  me, o r  hear  me. 

Hello can anyone hear  me, can you he lp  me? 
It seems l i k e  I ' m  from another  p lane t  
Because I'm not  speaking t h e  same language. 
I ' m  f e e l i n g  abandonment here .  

My hea r t  seems t o  be i n  a mi l l ion  pieces.  
Can you he lp  put my h e a r t  back together  
A l l  I need is  t o  be t h e  person I was before.  
I was able  t o  laugh, c r y  and joke with o thers .  
Run on the  beach, climb a h i l l ,  r i d e  a bike,  
And f e e l  t h e  f r e s h  a i r  push up agains t  my 
Face and body. Tha t ' s  when I f e l t  l i k e  a b i r d  
Flying i n  t h e  sky, l e t t i n g  the  wind c a r r y  me 
Over t h e  mountains and land on t h e  t a l l e s t  t r e e .  

Those days a r e  gone, I have a new l i f e  now. 
This includes l i v i n g  with a d i s a b i l i t y .  A t  t imes 
I say it doesn ' t  bother  me but it does. 
I was a c t i v e  i n  s p o r t s ,  such a s  swimming, t r a c k ,  
Basketball and vo l l eyba l l .  Soon i n j u r i e s  
Hampered my performance, so  I r e t i r e d .  

Then I became a c t i v e  i n  t h e  community where I l i v e .  
There's much t o  do, j u s t  t o  survive .  
Like f i g h t i n g  Ci ty  Hall  f o r  more housing and a 
Bet ter  l i v i n g  environment. 
I observe what goes on i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  of our 
Community. Many of  our Native people s t rugg l ing  w i t  
The b o t t l e ,  searching f o r  t h e i r  inner  s e l f ,  while 
Wondering i f  t h e i r  family s t i l l  cares .  
Knowing t h a t  they can be reached, i f  people only 
Had t h e  time t o  say h e l l o  and l i s t e n  t o  t h e  s t o r y  
They need t o  t e l l ,  should they happen t o  d i e  t h e  
Next day from alcohol poison o r  drug overdose. 

Sometimes t h i s  i s  a l l  it takes  f o r  me t o  g e t  focus 
And g e t  out  of t h a t  s e l f  p i t y  s t u f f ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  wa 
I do it,  by expressing my f e e l i n g s  on paper. 
I learned from experience t h a t  holding i n  f e e l i n g s  
Can harm me more than if I were t o  cut  my wrist.. 
Lessons a r e  presented everyday. A l l  I need t o  do 
I s  keep my thoughts on today and work with s e l f .  
Because beat ing on one ' s  s e l f  i s  s o  meaningless. 
Have a n i c e  day! 

MDP 



SENIORS' ADVENTURE TRIP 

A misty r a i n  and long bus r i d e  did 
l i t t l e  t o  dampen s p i r i t s  on t h e  Seni- 
o r s '  t r i p  t o  Harrison Hot Springs on 
November 28. 

This was our  f i r s t  t r i p  on t h e  Mac- 
Donald's adventure bus, which means 
t h a t  t h e  bus and d r i v e r  were courtesy 
of MacDonald's. Forty-four people 
f i l l e d  t h e  bus. The f i r s t  s top  was 
Westminster Abbey a t  Mission, B.C. 
The s t a ined  g l a s s  i n  the  Chapel was 
beau t i fu l  and everyone enjoyed t h e  
b e l l s  a t  noon. Next s top  was t h e  f i s h  
hatchery a t  Chehalis on the  r i v e r .  On 
t h e  way we did  s e e  many eagles  i n  t h e  
t r e e s ,  even though t h e  r a i n  had pick- 
ed up. Spawning salmon were s t i l l  on 
t h e i r  way up r i v e r .  Our group v i s i t e d  
young f i s h  a s  well a s  mature f i s h  i n  
the  r i v e r s .  

We enjoyed lunch - made by our  own 
Carnegie k i tchen - J e r r y ' s  chicken 
was g r e a t  abd spec ia l  thanks t o  the 

t h e i r  lunch room. From the  hatchery 3 .  
Me took a d i r t  road up t o  t h e  Chehal- 
is Reservation where we stopped b r i e f  
l y  a t  t h e i r  log-cabin s t o r e .  

Next, it was time t o  ge t  t o  our  
spec ia l  des t ina t ion .  We had followed 
the  Frase r  River, Nicomen Slough, 
Harrison River, Chehalis River, Miami 
River - now a t  l a s t  we a r r ived  a t  
Harrison Lake and the  Hot Springs, 
where we could make l i k e  f i s h  and 
f r o l i c  i n  the  water. Those people 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  head f o r  t h e  hot pool 
took a scenic  walk up t o  t h e  p lace  
where the  spr ings  jo in  the  lake.  

Af te r  t h e  soak i n  t h e  pool,  many of 
t h e  group had a snooze on t h e  bus on 
t h e  t r i p  back. A d inner  break a t  the  
Abbotsford Mickey D ' s  made su re  our 
group d i d n ' t  go home on "emptyu. So, 
i n  s p i t e  of a wet and grey day, t h e  
Seniors '  group had a very enjoyable, 
educational  and re1  axing "adventure". 
I f  you a r e  a Carnegie Senior (4O+), 
look out  f o r  our next t r i p !  

f i s  

Carnegie Community Centre Association 

Dear Friends, !I 
Thank you so  much f o r  your generous 

g i f t  t o  t h e  YWCA's Crabtree Corner 
Family Centre. I know t h a t  I speak f o r  
everyone a t  t h e  YWCA when I say you 
a r e  wonderhl !  We a r e  very fo r tuna te  
t o  have f r i e n d s  l i k e  you who support 
our work. 

For t h e  disadvantaged women and 
ch i ld ren  who r e l y  on Crabtree Corner 
t h i s  is  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  time of t h e  
year. Your car ing  and generous holiday 
s p i r i t  w i l l  make t h i s  season warmer 
and b r i g h t e r  f o r  them. 

Our very bes t  wishes f o r  t h e  holiday 
season t o  a l l  of you. 

Sincerely,  

By Al ic ia  Mercurio 

Carnegie ls  STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

Perhaps you would l i k e  t o  know soms 
t h i n g  about t h e  w r i t e r s  commemorated 
i n  t h e  Carnegie Centre 's  s t a ined  
g l a s s  windows. 

The b i g  t h r e e  dn t h e  second f l o o r  
a r e  John Milton, William Shakespeare 
and Edmond Spencer. 

John Milton was a pur i t an  w r i t e r  
born i n  London i n  1608. H i s  most fam- 
ous work i s  Paradise Lost, a 12-book 
poem w r i t t e n  t o  I f j u s t i f y  the  ways of 
God t o  man." It dea l s  with the  Creat- 
ion, t h e  f a l l  of Adam G Eve & Sa tan ' s  
r ebe l l ion .  Milton d ied  i n  1674. 

William Shakespeare was born Apri l  
23, 1564 i n  S t r a t f o r d  and died on t h e  
same day i n  1616. This i s  St.Georgels 
Day, t h e  patron s a i n t  of England. 
Shakespeare wrote 37 plays,  divided 
i n t o  t r aged ies  eg. Hamlet, comedies 



eg. Much Ado About Nothing G h i s t o r -  
i e s  eg. Richard 111. Most of t h e s e  
were adapted from o t h e r  sources. O f t -  
en they  were performed i n  h i s  own 
t h e a t r e ,  t h e  Globe, which sea ted  3000 
o r  before El izabeth  I and h e r  succes- 
s o r  Jane I. In Canada we have an ann- 
u a l  Shakespearean Fes t iva l  i n  S t r a t -  
ford ,  Ontario. 

Edmund Spencer (1552-1559) was born 
i n  London. Only s i x  of t h e  planned 
twelve books of h i s  bes t  known work, 
t h e  F z r i e  Queens, were f in i shed ,  many 
w r i t t e n  i n  Ireland.  

On t h e  ground f l o o r  of Carnegie a r e  
t h r e e  smal ler  windows ce leb ra t ing  
Thomas Moore, S i r  Walter Sco t t  and 
Robbie Burns. 

Thomas Moore (1779-1852) i s  t h e  
l e a s t  well-known w r i t e r  t o  modern 
readers .  I have a B.A. i n  English and 
had never  heard of him. In h i s  day, 
however, t h i s  I r i s h  poet  was very  pop 
u l a r .  The s t a ined  g l a s s  window has 
h i s  b i r thday wrong by t e n  years.  

S i r  Walter Sco t t  (1771-1832) was a 
Sco t t i sh  romance ( i e .  adventure) w r i -  
t e r  born i n  Edinburgh. He is b e s t  
known f o r  h i s  novel Ivanhoe, which 
was t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a popular TV show 
i n  t h e  1950's. He was a major in f lu -  
ence on Robert E .  Howard, t h e  c r e a t o r  
of Conan, i n  t h e  1920's. 

Robbie Burns (1759-1796) c o l l e c t e d  
folksongs & s e t  many of h i s  own l y r -  
i c s  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  S c o t t i s h  tunes.  He 
is  b e s t  known f o r  "Auld Lang Synetl, 
sung every New Year's Eve. 

So t h e r e  you have it: a hockey 
team's worth of l i t e r a t i  whose f a c e s  
adorn our cen t re .  From conversat ions 
with t h e  l i b r a r i a n  I understand t h a t  
t h e s e  s t a ined  g l a s s  windows were i n  
p r i v a t e  s torage  during t h e  years  when 
t h e  bui ld ing  was not  being used G had 
t o  be t racked down 6 r e s to red .  

READ-QN MERRILY 
News From The Library 

I t ' s  ages s ince  I wrote anything 
f o r  t h e  Newsletter,  but  I haven ' t  
fo rgo t t en  a l l  of you out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
DES, e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h i s  t ime of year.  

We've been p r e t t y  busy t h i s  F a l l  
g e t t i n g  our PAC up and running and 
keeping t r ack  of t h e  coming's and 
going ' s  of our s t a f f .  

F i r s t  t h e  PAC. We're so  happy t h a t  
Centre people have found it, learned 
how t o  opera te  it and brought i n  
books from a l l  over  t h e  c i t y .  

When I was working i n  t h e  West End 
l a s t  summer, I found t h a t  pa t rons  
the re  o f t e n  s t i l l  jad t o  ask s t a f f  
f o r  he lp  with t h e  PAC's and sometimes 
was j u s t  t oo  busy t o  t r a i n  them. Any- 
how, i n  t h e  good o l d  Downtown East- 
s ide ,  people he lp  each o t h e r  more, 
md t h a t  means t h a t  our  s t a f f  s t i l l  
has time t o  do o t h e r  t h i n g s  l i k e  buy 
new books and put them on t h e  s h e l v e s  

Now f o r  some s t a f f  announcements: 
Linda, t h a t  popular person who t r a n s -  
fe r red  from Central  l a s t  summer, i s  
1ow on our permanent s t a f f .  She i s  a 
selcome add i t ion  t o  both t h e  Library 
md t h e  Centre. 

Lianne, who has been with us  f o r  a 
f e a r  and a h a l f ,  is  going f o r  6 mos. 
to West Point Grey. We wish h e r  succ- 
:ss and remind h e r  not  t o  f o r g e t  
Zarnegie . 

Speaking of s t a f f ,  I want t o  thank, 
111 those par t - t imers  who so  gener- 
m s l y  g ive  t h e i r  Xmas hol iday  t o  keep 
the Reading Room open. We r e a l l y  app- 
r ec ia t e  your e f f o r t s .  

I w i l l  be wr i t ing  i n  t h e  e a r l y  New 
fea r  regarding p lans  and programs f o r  
1994, but meanwhile have a g r e a t  Xmas 
l.nd a Happy New Year. 

Eleanor 
'*S.:  FREE USED PAPERBACKS WILL BE 

AVAILABLE ON A TABLE BY THE 
:NFORMATION DESK OVER XMAS TIME!!! 



5. 
the  min i s t e r  of Flor ida  

stills, music t a p e s  & l u c i d l y  w r i t t e n  on CNN saying "keep v i s i t i n g  us; we 
books. I c o l l e c t  chutzpah ... / -3: a r e  a s  sa fe  a s  anywhere else."  

.-"a 

6 - " ~ a o i s t i c  Tai  Chi f o r  the  9 0 f s f f  
a - a person a t  a job-'linterview saying 

t 3 t imes: am not  a hero- 
"1 decided a few weeks ago t h a t  I 

w i l l  never speak t o  you againtf  

l f I  t o l d  you a t r i l l i o n  t imes not h o r t s  show s t o r i e s  t h a t  can 
exaggeratef' e a l e g a l  concept - "MENS 

' "REAff - g u i l t y  mind. 
"100% of a l l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f a l s e u  Ti Mttyayhb:Albert Cadlu5, . B m e s t . . ~ o m i n e -  r 

"There is too  goddamned much swear- 

\\a\'-- - ," - 

OUR FORESTS" 
CT OUR TREES' 

--'We i r r i t a t e  o t h e r s  most when we 



POLITICS AS THE CROW FLYS: 

Here, a s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  
only can-idates we ge t  t o  choose among 
by vot ing  f o r  publ ic  o f f i c e  a r e  a r i c h  

exclusive e l i t e .  Many of these  peop- 
l e  a r e  used t o  high-tech luxurys G can 
buy anything anytime with a gold Amer- 
ican Express card. Most of them have 
been businessmen o r  businesswomen a l l  
t h e i r  J ives .  You probably remember 
them from high school - they  were the  
k ids  who became t eacher ' s  p e t s ,  s p o r t s  
s t a r s ,  debating champions, queens of 
t h e  prom, o r  most-likely-to-succeeds. 
When we were s t i l l  r i d i n g  b icycles  
these  k ids  already had c a r s  & s o c i a l  
power. They were the  chi ldren  of a 
r i c h  Canadian e l i t e .  

When p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  appear among 
t h i s  r i c h  e l i t e ,  whether they be c a l l -  
ed Whigs, Torys, Grits, Communist, 

I "You smell like a chimney." 1 

S o c i a l i s t ,  NDP, COPE, o r  Ninja, compe- 
t i t i o n s  i n  business language a r e  a r r -  
anged by anchormen & anchorwomen who 
a l s o  belong t o  t h e  same most-likely- 
to-succeed e l i t e  from which candidates 
a r i s e .  This,  of course, i s  an i n s i d e  
game, i t s  r u l e s  made by t h e  game play- 
e r s  themselves & o f t e n  changed t o  acc- 
omodate publ ic  perception.  This kind 
of a c t i v i t y  o r  media event is known a s  
"campaignf1 - a m i l i t a r y  word, s i m i l a r  
t o  lfcrusadetl i n  churchspeak. 

Unknown Canadian ' c i t i z e n s 1 ,  who 
t h e  e l i t e  candidates be l ieve  must be 
out  t h e r e  somewhere, a r e  encouraged t o  
make a choice among those  presented t o  
them on f i l m  o r  p ieces  of paper. We 
e n t e r  the  vot ing  booth a s  unknown c i t -  
izens  and make our 'X'. Later  we see  
how a leader  of e l i t e  candidates i n  
another  country buys up the  votes  of 
members of h i s  own p a r t y  who oppose 
him 6 observe t h a t  he uses  f o r  t h i s  
purpose the  money he took from t h e  un- 
known c i t i z e n s  of t h a t  country. 

We, t h e  unknown c i t i z e n s  of Canada, 
remember how many salmon once were i n  
the  r i v e r s ,  how many cod were on the  
Grand Banks, how many t r e e s  on t h e  
h i l l s i d e , & s o m e  of u s  even imagine we 
know how many buffalo roamed p r a i r i e s .  
Sometimes we hum songs t o  ourse lves  
t h a t  contain information on these  sub- 
j e c t s ,  but usual ly  our s o c i a l  system 
pre fe r s  t o  s e l l  us video c a s e t t e s  
about it, i f  w e ' l l  only c a l l  t h e  num- 
ber  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  screem. 

E l i t e  candidates who make it t o  the  
big p a r t y  i n  Ottawa always t e l l  us  it 
is  harder  than they thought it would 
be t o  f u l f i l l  any of t h e i r  promises, 
made t o  us many times over. And, be- 
s ides,  t h e i r  job now, they say,  is  t~ 
:ompromise with t h e  most corrupt  ... 
Iecause the  most corrupt  have gained 
the most'power t o  in t imida te  & God 
mows t h e  USA could blow us  away with 
3 shrug of i t s  nuclear  shoulders. 

TORA 1 



ace living a 7 .  

ROBERT SARTl ,/yz Vancouver Sun 

First there was Carnegie Centre. 
Now there's the Gathering Place. 

Vancouver's newest community 
centre is still only an empty shell, 
but already its would-be public is 
trying to fill it up. 

Like the 30-something man who 
kneeled down in the middle of the 
floor for half an hour listening to 
voices only he could hear. 

He finally declared the Gathering 
Place needs a spot reserved for 
drinking coffee and playing floor 
hockey. 

And the street kids who showed up 
with their pit bull in a velcro muz- 
zle, to eat pizza and drink pop. They 
lobbyied for a construction appren- 
ticeship program. 

Diane hlackenzie is supposed to 
be the director of Carnegie Centre, 
but for the past year she has been 
stationed in a storefront just off 
Granville Street, listening to low- 
income residents tell her what they 
want to see in!heir new home-away- 
from-home. 

"Because of Carnegie's success, 
city council saw the need for some- 
thing like it in Downtown South," 
said Mackenzie. 

"This is one community learning 
from another community." 

Like Carnegie, the Gathering Place 
will cater to the residents of the 
hotels and social housing in the area, 
with games and socializing rooms, 
a library, a literacy centre and a cafe- 
teria, all in a safe, alcohol- and drug- 
free environment. 

But the brand new building a t  
609 Helmcken will have some fea- 
tures that Carne&e's Wyear-old her- 
itage structure can't accommodate. 

"Thirty per cent of residents are 
disabled, so hot tubs will be includ- 
ed." said Mackenzie. 

RALPH ROWEWVancouvcr ! 
NEW SITE: Anne Birthistle and Ken Ledrew hold up logo for Gatherinq Place at609 Hplrnrk~n 

but it (a hot tub) is a luxuly they obvi- 
ously couldn't afford ctherwise." 

There will also be a roof-top gar- 
den; a full-service health centre; 
showers, laundry and delousing facil- 
ities; and a place for people with 
no permanent address to store their 
luggage. 

Fifty-three-year-old Keli LeDrew 
has a special request. He lives next 
door to the Gathering Place in Helm- 
cken House, a residence for people 
who test HIV-positive. . 

"The auditorium will be a place to 
hold memorial services," said 
LeDrew, who is a member of the 
Gathering Place's renovations com- 
mittee. 

"Every few months we lose some- 
body (to AIDS)." 

Anne Birthistle probably won't be 
using the Gathering Place very much. 
She lives in North Vancouver and 
visits the Downtown South every day 
to work in an art S U D D ~ Y  store. 

tribution, winning a contest to design 
the centre's new logo, a stylized ! 
609. i 

"When I first came into the area; it 
was a bit unnerving to me," she said. 

"But I find that if you tr6at peo- 
ple with respect, you will be treated 
with respect." 

Construction of the interior of 
the building will start this spring and 
is expected to be completed by next 
fall. 

l l i l e  the Gathering Place is open 
to all the public, city social planners 
think it will mainly attract low- 
income residents, as Carnegie does. 

Residents of the condos under 
development in the area will have 
recreational facilities in their own 
buildings and are also expected to 
patronize the planned new com- 
munity centre at the old Roundhouse 
on False Creek, which +ill contain 
day-care facilties and &large gym. 

"The heat helps with arthritis and 
comforts the b 



Hate L i t e ra tu re  

The screaming f r o n t  page headline 
of The Province newspaper read "STOP 
THE SCAM (Dgc. 3/93). An accompanying 
a r t i c l e  ca r r i ed  t h e  headline "We're 
l eg i t imiz ing  fraud,  po l i ce  say." The 
a r t i c l e  and f r o n t  page headline sugg- 
es ted  t h a t  massive fraud ex i s t ed  con- 
cerning s t o l e n  o r  l o s t  welfare cheq- 
ues. NOT ONE SHRED OF SOLID EVIDENCE 
WAS PRESENTED TO SUBSTANTIATE THIS 
CLAIM. We used t o  have a  t r a d i t i o n  i n  
Canada t h a t  s a i d  people were innocent 
u n t i l  proven g u i l t y .  

but  comes p e r i l o u s l y  c lose  t o  ha te  
l i t e r a t u r e  i n  i t s  innuendo and h a l f -  
t r u t h s .  

We don ' t  need more ha te  l i t e r a t u r e  
a t  t h e  end of t h e  20th century. We 
need decent jobs, and decent incomes 
f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s .  

The next  time you s e e  t h e  Media in-  
dulging i n  welfare bashing, check t h e  
a r t i c l e ,  r ad io  o r  TV presen ta t ion  f o r  
hard evidence. I f  a l l  you're  g e t t i n g  
is  hearsay, o r  specula t ion ,  then l e t  
Media know of your d i sp leasure .  

Bv SANDY CAMERON 
The r e a l  s t o r y  was t h a t  t h e  RCMP 

was c lose  t o  a  deal  with t h e  provin- 
c i a l  government on procedures f o r  
s t o l e n  welfare cheques, and t h e  a l a r -  
m i s t  headline and a r t i c l e  were used 
t o  s t rengthen the  po l i ce  pos i t ion  re -  
gardless  of t h e  harm done t o  t h e  
326,998 c i t i z e n s  on welfare.  

To suggest without proper evidence 
t h a t  t h e r e  is massive fraud concern- 

NASHVILLE RENEWAL 
v i a  Tupelo 

J . C . ;  on t h a t  c e r t a i n  day 
Rolled t h e  rock of h i s  c rypt  away 
Rose up with h i s  wounds apparent 
Cer t i fy ing he was God's h e i r  E only parent  

While Elvis  had t o  make do 
With s l ipp ing  t h r u  a  mall o r  two 
Both beings kings d iv ine  
Each with p a r t i c u l a r  s t igmat ic  s igns  

Show business i s  a  r e a l  wierd game 
Cer ta in ly  one must pay f o r  fame 
Crucif ied o r  cranked, n a i l e d  o r  stoned, 
But no one g e t s  t h a t  f o r  a  bone. 

They both accrue more money dead 
Evangelism and Graceland have surged ahead 
Humans being a  r i g h t  s t r ange  l o t  
Prefer  t h e i r  heroes dead. 

Tom Lewis 



HOMECOMING 

J u s t  r e c e n t l y  a most ext raordinary  
event happened. I thought t h i s  day 
would never happen, but it did.  I t  
seemed t o  wake up a l o t  of  people in- 
cluding my family. 

F i r s t ,  l e t  me f i l l  you i n  on t h e  
s t o r y  t h a t  would rock t h e  Native com- 
munity of Ale r t  Bay. In the  '60s many 
of  our Native ch i ld ren  were born but  
they d i d n ' t  grow up i n  t h e i r  hometown 
Some were placed i n  f o s t e r  homes o r  
sen t  away t o  boarding schools. Many 
of them were put up f o r  adoption, be- 
cause t h e i r  mothers were too young t o  
c a r e  f o r  a baby, l e t  alone themselves. 
Most pa ren t s  were not capable of car-  
ing f o r  t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  because i n  
those days it seemed t h a t  t h e  b o t t l e  
became more important t o  them than 
t h e i r  own ch i ld ren ,  Most of these  
chi ldren  were second generat ion 
(chi ldren  of ch i ld ren)  but  they d i d  
not know t h a t  u n t i l  they  got o lder .  

J u s t  l i k e  my niece ,  whose mother 
was my s i s t e r  Frances Jane t .  She had 
a c h i l d  a t  t h e  age of  14. In t h e  hos- 
p i t a l  t h e  nurse asked he r  what she 
was naming h e r  baby g i r l ;  h e r  r e p l y  
was Janet .  That would be t h e  first E 
l a s t  day Frances would see  he r  baby, 
because she was placed i n  a f o s t e r  
home. Then she was adopted by a coup- 
l e  who l i v e d  i n  Kelowna. Then J a n e t  
(who was renamed Catr iona) and h e r  
family moved t o  Scotland where she 
grew up. 

A t  t h e  age a f  24, she wanted t o  
know more about h e r  n a t u r a l  mother 
and h e r  family. Tha t ' s  when she got 
i n  contac t  with t h e  United Native Na- 
t i o n s  here  i n  Vancouver, , t a l k i n g  t o  
Liz Hall.  Liz put  h e r  i n  touch with 
Peggy i n  Ale r t  Bay, who c a l l e d  me i n  
Vancouver t o  ask i f  I knew anything 
about t h i s  person. My face  lit up and 
I smiled from e a r  t o  ear .  ffYes,fl I 

sa id ,  " t h i s  lady is  Frances 's  first '' 
born c h i l d  !I1 

Ca t r iona ' s  v i s i t  here  i n  Canada was 
a dream come t r u e .  There were days 
when I would look i n t o  a crowd of 
people, looking f o r  t h e  f ace  t h a t  . 

would (,be h e r  (Catriona) . I didn ' t 
have t o  look anymore because she came 
t o  my home when she a r r ived  i n  Vanc- 
ouver on November 3 ,  1993. 

I t  was l i k e  looking a t  Frances; 
somehow I f e l t  whole when she gave me 
a hug and s a i d  h e l l o  my name is Cat- 
r iona.  I wanted t o  c r y  but t h e  TV 
cameras followed h e r  i n t o  my home. 

People were coming f o r  miles Gmiles 
t o  s e e  he r ,  and she was eager t o  meet 
h e r  b ro the r  Herbert and s i s t e r  Delor- 
es .  She was i n  f o r  a s u r p r i s e  when 
she went t o  Aler t  Bay, because t h a t ' s  
where most of  our family l i v e s .  She 
met aunts ,  uncles,  nephews, n ieces  
cousins. In Aler t  Bay she was brought 
t o  t h e  Long House where she and he r  
family were honoured with a "Welcome 
Home" dance, given Indian names and 
presented with count less  g i f t s .  

The Elders dressed h e r  and h e r  
daughter,  Charl ie ,  with t h e  Native 
o u t f i t  - a button blanket  and apron 
and Native head dress .  

There were a l o t  of people t h e r e  
who came t o  welcome Catriona back t o  
he r  Native community. This was the  
g r e a t e s t  event t h a t  ever  happened f o r  
our  family. Most everyone was on 
t h e i r  b e s t  behaviour; t h i s  made me 
proud. 

To top  it a l l  o f f ,  Catriona, Arthur 
(her  husband) and Charl ie  announced 
t h a t  they would l i k e  t o  move here  t o  
Canada, so t h a t  Char l ie  and Catr iona 
could l e a r n  more about Native ways. 
A whole new l i f e !  Wow! I s n ' t  t h a t  
g rea t  ! 

Thanks Frances, f o r  your beau t i fu l  
daughter,  granddaughter and son-in- 
law. Margaret 



No handouts for seniors, thanks 
PENSIONS 7 2t is'unfair and heartless to change the rules on Old Age Senrrity 
when seniors - who have contributed for 40 years or so - have practically 
no flexibility in changing their incomes 

BY JEAN WOODSWORTH 
and ANDREW AlTKENS 

A RECEl\rr,Globe and Mail edi- 
torial (Will We Still Feed Them, 
When Thejpre 64 - NOV. 15) con- 
tains some serious misconcep- 

tions that come closeio revising histor). ' 
As the generation resbons~ble for trans- 

mitting th: values of air own parents and 
grandparents to the generatioas of the fu- 
ture, we seniors would like to set the record 
straight on 'Canada's .:public pension 
schemes and the $otential' jmpact of 
changes such as those rapoqed by The 
Globe: grapping 'the ;&ci .Age' security 
(OAS) pension systein and the Canada Pen- 
sion Plan (while ushg some of. the,proceeds 
to enrick the-Guaranteed Income gupple- 
ment). ,:.. : . s.: , , . .J ,  'cc* " , , 

~nsibn&are yiJ y+?lfk$ +*iib;ub. Sen- 
iors are notleeohes oh soci&y.And we have 
serious con&rns for Canadians o f  the fu- 
ture a~ ~ubli4policy decisions arc made on 
inc~~$$glyj31ia~,~rate infomadoo. 
. .l91ii. tqdd ,s;Qki ;Age- SedliiSt 6 jfstqm 
begari in 195 Y ;Canadians agree$(81 per 
cent) that the benefit should be universal - 
that is; it would go to all hose who reached 
the eligible age: fegardlcss of their income. 

A univefsal benefit does away with the 
stigma of means-testing, and also leaves an 
adequate incentive for mrsonal savings in- 
stead of penalizing those who providehde- 
pendently for their old age. A universal 
benef!t as a right of citiqnship puts all Ca- 
nadians pn an e4ua!'tooting. It promotes 
social cohesion, not the divisions between 
the haves and have-nots that are the inevi- 
table fallout of charity handouts or "tar- 
geted benefits." 

. Old Age Security was tinayced by an eat- 
marked tax. ~alled~~appropnaiely, the dld 
Age Security Tak, t'$-make-it clear "that all 
Canadians should 'have a direct and con- 
scious financial responsibility in the provi- 
sion of old-age incbmdsecurity, and should 
be made aware oof their responsibility to 
meet the costs through an earmarked de- 
vice" (Douglas Abbott, minister of finance, 
1951). 

  he special levy was a composite of three 
taxes - personal income tax, corporate in- 
come tax and sales tax. The revenues were 

paid into an Old Age Security Revenue 
Fund, a separate ticcount in the Consol- 
idated Revenue Fund, and the program e . ,,, , --.%. - - +k was designated as "pay-as-you-go," rather ; - -  - __ .. 

b ,  than funded (as the Canada and Quebec ,--.>--- , 

Pension Plans are), so that it could start 
paying benefits immediately. 

When people pay visible, earmarked 
taxes toward their pension, they believe 
they have a right to the eventual benefit, 
and they plan accordingly. They view the 
benefit as a ayment, not a charitable e handout, whic they would be reluctant to , 
accept. This is important, because today's 
seniors paid these taxes throughout their I, 

working lives and accordingly have expec- 
tations of receiving their benefits, much like 
insurance or an annuity. 

The OAS tax rate rose from 2 per cent in 
1952 to 4 per cent by 1972 and, because oE 
the progressive nature of the tax system, 
bhose with higher incomes paid a propor- ; 
tionally higher amount of tax. This should 
make clear why the clawback of Old Age 
Security benefits - the 1989 decision to tax 
back benefits from those with incomes 
above $50,000 -was such a slap in the face 
for these taxpayers, who had contributed in 
good faith for almost 40 years and who, 
even before the clawback, were repaying 
their benefits at their marginal tax rate. 

IN the tax-reform exercise of 1972. the "Don't penalize 
special tak was rolled into the generalrate, Or denigrate us 
and the OAS fund was rolled into the Con- 
solidated Revenue Fund in 1975. Debate in 
the House of Commons centred on the im- for expecting to 
portance of the "social contract," the "el- 
ement of faith" and the l'moral right1' of get what we - 

the scheme, but the concepts of i n  ear- = 11 

marked tax and a separate OAS fund were pa I d f 0 I' . 
lost. 

Since then, taxpayers (and legislators, it 
seems) have lost sight of the very real fact 
that we seniors contributed all our lives to a 
specified plan with the understanding that 
we would receive our Old Age Security ben- 
efits when we reached the age of eligibility. 
We planned our retirement around them; 
our company pensions were negotiated 
laround them. And we expected that our 



children and grandchildren would eventu- 
ally benefit from them as well. 

As a group, seniors are not wealthy. In 
fact, about 40 per cent of them are poor 
enough to qualify for the Guaranteed In- 
come Supplement, an  income-tested benefit 
that brings them up almost to the poverty 
line. Only 5 per cent of seniors have in- 
comes of more than $50,000 a year. 

And yet our incomes continue to erode. 
Interest rates are down, cutting seniors' in- 
comes by an average of 10 per cent. For 
some it is much, much more. The GST im- 
posed new hardship, especially the tax on 
services, since senlors often need to use ser- 
vices when they can no longer do things for 
themselves. 

And although inflation is down, many of 
us find that our "personal" inflation rate - 
on the items we buy, not the "national bas- 
ket of goods" - is going up. Typically we 
spend all our income, some even more as 
we eat into capital, and this money goes 
right back into the economy. 

It is unfair and heartless to change the 
rules when seniors have practically no flexi- 
bility to change their income sources. 

What solutions are open to Canadians as 
we face these realities and try to plan for the 
future? These are matters requiring in- 
formed public debate and full participation 
by all stakeholders, working together for 
shared goals. The pension-reform process 
to date has been slow and laboured, with 
little progress, yet the issue is critical. 

As the baby-boom generation ap- 
proaches retirement, how will it plan for its 
future income with so much uncertainty? 
, We are told by some commentators that 
Canada simply cannot afford the OAS, or 
even the Canada Pension Plan. Others tell 
us that we can, in fact, support the system 
and that we are not out of line in our spend- 
ing, compared with other countries. Are the 
options before us based on economic prio- 
rities, political ideology or moral and ethi- 
cal values? 

Our generation lived productive lives and 
built a strong Canada that we can all be 
proud of. We intend to continue contribut- 
tng to society as healthy, independent and 
caring citizens. Don't penalize or denigrate 
us for expecting to get what we paid for. 

And let's start now to plan for the future 
-together. 

Jean Woodsworth is past prc'sident of 
One Voice, The Canadian Seniors Network, 
a national voluntary organization with 
headquarters in Ottuwu. Andrew Aitkens is 
its dirvctor c,frc~scwrc.lr. 

1885 CLARK DRIVE (at 2nd A V ~ )  
February 1,1993 

LADIES WEAR 
blouses - $1 .OO 

sweaters - $2.00 &up 
skirts - $1.50 

.pants - $1.50 
jeans - $3.00 

dresses - $2.00 
jacke!s - $2.00 
blazers - $2.00 

outerwear - $3.00 &up 

moving 1 
d up lo 50% oBselected items I 
d quantity discounts I 
d expert assistance in co-ordinating your 

work, casual or evening clothes I 

MENS WEAR 
suits - $4.00 

sport jackets - $2.50 
jackets & pants - $2.00 

sweat shirts - $1.50 
leather jackets - $5.00 

belts & ties - $0.50 
jeans - $3.00 
shirts - $1 .OO 

sweaters - $2.00 &up 
outerwear - $5.00 &up 

our phone number is not moving, 
it will still be 
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THURSDAY D E C E M B E R  9 
f j f i  . . 
.~.:,:,:.:.:.:.:.>:.:.:,>:.:.:.:.:.:,:::.:.~~ .:.:.>:. ~::>:.:,:.:.:.:.:.: ..:.:.:.:.:.:.> x.i? >:.:,>:.:,:,: ..................... 

5: 30 pm. 2nd Floor: $2 .SO 

SATURDAY- 
cflH1SfIVIAs ......................... ....... ...................... DAY H;AM;DlNNER ............. .... """,...'.." r; , ;:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.>:.:.:.:.:.:, .. :.:.... 
5:00 pm. Theatre: $3.60'. 

Tickets available at concession - Saturday Dec. 18 

PARAGUAYAN HARP BY MIKE ABSALQM ....... 

5 : 30 pm . Sign up with Alicia or Nut. 
.................................................. 

...................... 
5 : 00 pm . Theatre 

Fun, food, and'iifs from S a ~ a  FRIDAY, D E C E M B E R  10 
C)li#$TWSi. CR&Fs ........................................................ 

ms&..'ffm J ) Q ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ W f g ~ ~ s  .:. .... F .......................... ::.:.:.:.:...:.:.: .................... 
.:.,.:.=>..,. .......................................................................................................................... 

7: 00 - 10: 00 pm. Theatre 
................................................. 

1 : 00 - 4 : 00 pm. 2nd Floor 

SUNDAY, DEC, 26 
B , o x i ~ G  DAY .~RKEY~D~NNER 
................................. ................ ........... ; ....... ; ...................... ....; >;.:.:.:.:: ........................................................ 

With a visit by Mr. & C,;t;-&" 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 
BALLROOM DANCEHS MNNER & DANCE 5:30 pm. 2nd Floor: $3.00 

5 : 00 - 10: 00 pm. Theatre 
Tickets available through Dance Class 

Sundays, 1:OO - 2:OO pm. 
................................................ 

3 sittings; 3:30, 4:30.5:30 pm. 
Tickets at Info - Saturday, Dec. 18 

FREE! - 
PARAGUAYAN HARP . . . . . .  BY..:MIKE'ALISALOM 

5: 30 pm. 2nd Floor 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20 
FREE CHASTMAS SNACKS 

#'VJLI;:~~~fCoJ 
.:.;.:.:.:.>:.; ................................... :.: ....... :.: .......... 

Songs & dances with Isabel Ramirez and Company 
7 : 00 pm. Theatre 

................................................. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
:V,~U;NTEER ........................._......... ........... .................. ............................... ~ ~ ~ f s ~ f  :,:.::.:.:.: :.:.:.:.:.:+~.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.~.:.:...:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:,:.:.:... p ~ m  

2 : 00 - 4 : 00 pm. 2nd Floor 
Dance open to everyone at 6:30 pm. Theatre 

Music by "Brad Fenton Ensemble". 
.................................................. 

WEDNESDA,fY, DEC- 22 
MACPHERSOEIIBAASIROSB 

Christmas 131uegras$ Overdrive Orchestra 

FRID-- 31 
NEW:$YEARStEVVE(jf!ARRN :.:.:.: ..... ; .................... >. ............................ ;.. ............... :.:.:.:.:.:.:.:: .......... ;..:.,.;,. 

Dance to the music of "Clmnbake" MONDAY, D E C E M B E R  13 
CULTURAL SHARtNG CHRISTMAS POW-WOW 

6:30 - 10: 30 pm. Theatre THURSDAY, DEC - 23 
PWTRY READING 

WEDN EC- 15 7:00 - 10:OOpm. Theatre 
................................................. 

5: 00 pm. Theatre 
Tickets at concession, Monday December 27. 

$3.00 

4 : 30 pm. Theatre 
Food and music provided by CEEDS. 

Cabaret from 6:00 pm. on. 
Snacks, coffee, videos. 

T H U R S D A Y ,  DEC- 16 

Video and Information 
A late evening meal at 11 :00 pm. 

4 : 00 pm. 2nd Floor (Non-smoking lounge) Christmas Breakfast at 5:00 am. 
EVERYTHING FREE!! 

3:00 - 8:00 pm. 
Jim Green Room - Four Sisters' Co-op 

133 Powell Street 
Contact Learning Centre. 

5 : 00 pm . 2nd Floor 





A c l a s s i c  example of t h i s ,  before 
g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  Port /City th ing,  i s  
t h e  obsession with d e f i c i t s .  A s  s a i d  
i n  t h e  l a s t  i s sue ,  50% of our d e f i c i t  
and debt  is caused by i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  
charged by p r iva te  banks; 44% i s  due 
t o  t a x  breaks G loopholes d e f e r r a l s  
given t o  t h e  wealthy and t ransnat ion-  
a l  corporat ions;  6% i s  from increases  
i n  government spending. LesS:;than 2/3 
of t h i s  6% i s  d i rec ted  t o  soc ia l  pro- 
grams, y e t  FIGHTING THE DEFICIT means 
CUTTING SOCIAL PROGRAMS. 

Someone has decided t h a t  the  r i c h  
w i l l  g e t  r i c h e r  while the  poor and 
non-rich working people w i l l  pay f o r  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of serving the  r i ch .  

Okay - t h e  Port /City th ing.  Amid 
the  continuous chant t h a t  'nothing 
has been decided' we have a Planning 
d r a f t  with p i c t u r e s  and c h a r t s  and 
proposals .  What has already been de- 
cided i s  a 2nd convention cent re ,  a  
pier/docking f a c i l i t y  f o r  cru iseships  
(and l i k e l y  warships),  moving Seabus 
and Hel ipor t  f u r t h e r  out  i n t o  t h e  In- 
l e t  a s  p a r t  of the  plan t o  cover UD 

Vancouver Port  Development 
- Dream o r  Nightmare: 

To sum up what i s  going on with t h e  
Vancouver Port Corporation E t h e  C i ty  
of Vancouver is  both easy E hard. I t  
can be seen a s  a  dream o r  a nightmare 
depending on who you a re .  

Pr inc ip le , , ,moral i ty ,  e t h i c s  ... words 
promising a broader recognit ion of 
human values  o r  a  twis ted  version of 
a  se lec ted  r e a l i t y .  

I t  can not  be a 'matter  of opinion' 
whose ideas  a r e  v is ionary  and whose 
a r e  twisted.  That ' s  one of t h e  %eas t  
understood r e a l i t i e s  of backroom "dent 
ocracytf,  corporate agendas, dealmak- 
ing, e l e c t i o n s  E even surveys: Some- 
one makes up the  quest ions;  Someone 
=ides what t h e  i s sues  a re ,  where 
they show up on t h e  agenda, what kind 
of coverage they ge t .  

t o  70 acres  of water, l a n d f i l l i n g  
chunk of t h i s  70 acres,  building o f f -  

i 
i c e  towers and highrise/high r e n t  
housing, a  30-foot wide 'seawalk' a l -  

, ong t h e  new shore l ine  and t h e  water 
nor th  of  CRAB Park w i l l  be a s  wide a s  
t h e  park but t h a t ' s  a l l .  

On Wednesday, Dec. 8, t h e  Carnegie 
Theatre was stocked with blow-ups of 
14 pages of t f i s sues t t ;  each g i a n t  page 

I having about 10 p a r t s  t o  it. 
About 50 people s a t  a t  4 d i f f e r e n t  

t a b l e s .  They could p r a i s e  o r  condemn 
any p a r t  of  any i ssue ,  argue o r  d i s c -  
uss  i t ,  maybe recommend a change t o  
a  phrase o r  change a word. 

The overa l l  plan has not  changed. 
I t  goes t o  Ci ty  Council i n  January so  
of course the re  has t o  be a b ig  hoopla 
about pub l i c  input.  

A l l  t h e  comments, suggestions, e t c .  
gathered during the  "public input  pro- 



cess" w i l l  be put toge the r  i n  a book 
and given t o  Council with t h e  Plan. 

I t ' s  easy t o  go on with f laws i n  thl 
process but  we're deal ing with t h e  
Port Corporation. CRAB Park was t h e  
r e s u l t  of a long f i g h t  ye t  a t  t h e  ver; 
end, when the  park was coming, t h e  
Por t  and the  Ci ty  of Vancouver shared 
i n  t h a e c i s i o n  t o  make t h e  Main S t .  
Qverpass what it i s  : 

making t h e  park inaccessable t o  
seniors ,  f ami l i e s  with small k ids  
people with d i s a b i l i t i e s . . . a b o u t  
80% of a r e a  r e s iden t s ;  
stopping t h e  l o c a l  community from 
making Crab Park i n t o  a function- 
ing community f a c i l i t y ;  
making l o c a l  a c t i v i s t s  expend en- 
ergy & time f o r  over 6 years  t o  
g e t  t h e  access t h a t  should have 
been t h e r e  on Day One. 
re laxing the  deathgrip on access 
only as  it f i t s  i n t o  t h e  'kewW 
"dra f t  onlyw "open t o  changev Pla  

We've asked f o r  a local -area  plann- 
ing council ,  funded by t h e  City,  f o r  
years .  Nope..no way. There a r e  t h e  de 
velopers of In te rna t iona l  Vi l lage ,  t h  
Bosa Brothers a t  Main & Terminal, t h e  
Exop lands,  Coal Harbour & Marathon 
Realty, and of course t h e  Vancouver 
Port Corporation. The Downtown East- 
s i d e  is  j u s t  i n  t h e   piddle. 

A much smaller  s c a l e  development is 
i n  t h e  works f o r  the  a rea  surrounding 
Victory Square, but when push comes t 
shove, t h e  breaking up of t h e  neigh- 
bourhood i n t o  chunks - a l l  !separate 6 
d i s t i n c t  from t h e  Downtown Eastside'  . 
is  done t o  make it e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  few 
r i c h  people & business i n t e r e s t s  t o  
ge t  t h e i r  way. 

This i s  not  paranoid o r  r h e t o r i c .  
"Freet1 t r a d e  and NAFTA and GATT a r e  
a l l  about the  few r i c h  & t h e i r  busi-  
ness i n t e r e s t s  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  way. 

qtay tuned. 
By PAULR TAYLOR 

- "OMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 

have t h i s  l i s t  
bout a mile long 
f th ings  I want t o  accomplish 
he path I lead is  wrong 

c r y  no more t e a r s  
f sorrow and pain 
he crops i n  t h e  s o i l  a r e  dry  
till wait ing f o r  t h e  next r a i n  

s it about hunger 
hen t h e  cupboards a r e  bare  
o r  a day l a s t s  an e t e r n i t y  
hen you r e a l l y  do c a r e  

o they r e a l l y  hear  
ur  voices spoken 
romises, promises 
ave always been broken 

suffered  enough 
y screams would say 
nd together  i n  sync I would hear  
Dmorrow is  another  day. 

4 
J :  

nonymous 
rr )  cC 
A A 

The Downtown Eastside 
goes country! 

Find out how you can join in 
country living 

I at the CEEDS organic farm in the 
Cariboo. 

I Video and .Music show Thursday, 
December 16, 4 p.m. 

I Carnegie Centre, 401 Main st. 
(info: 253-47 18) 



7 

SPREADING THE DRUG WARS: 

What i s  t h i s  idea  t h a t  "drugsf1 a r e  
causing wars? ... Well, i t ' s  conting- 
en t  upon t h e  drugs, o r  substances 
(mostly from organic sources) being 
made i l l e g a l  by governments. 

When a substance is  f r e e l y  traded 
on a l e g a l  market we have t r ade  wars, 
usual ly  c a r r i e d  on without t h e  use  of 
f i rearms.  When a substance is made 
i l l e g a l ,  it immediately generates in -  
tense  armed r i v a l r y  between drug t r a -  
de r s  G po l i ce .  Rival gangs d iv ide  up 
t e r r i t o r i e s  & t h e  violence s p i l l s  ov- 
e r  i n t o  o t h e r  a reas  of socie ty .  ... I t ' s  Monday, December s i x t h ,  6 t h e  
Vancouver Sun i s  promoting a law ag- 
a i n s t  "Khat,I1 one of  many wild p l a n t s  
harvested G used i n  Afr ica  f o r  thous- 
ands of years .  ... The Vancouver Sun r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  
p lan t  a s  'Ithe add ic t ive  African drugf1 
The r e p o r t e r ,  Moira Farrow, speaks of 
tk ie~dss i$e  of someone i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
"a Somali community leaderv1 t o  make 

br ings  g r e a t  s o c i a l  s t r a l n  on our 
community. 

"We welcome any l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  
toward banning the  drug. I t  i s  one of 
t h e  most important f a c t o r s  c r e a t i n g  
c i v i l  war i n  Somalia.".. . so  t h i s  i s  a 
drug t h a t  l lcreatesi l  war according t o  
Mister Warsame. 
. . .Oh, I f i n a l l y  found a more exact  
d e f i n i t i o n  of Ismail Warsame..in t h e  
l a s t  l i n e  of t h e  a r t i c l e  is  says he 
is  "President  of t h e  Somali-Canadian 
Community Development Association of 
B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

Apparently these  people i n  Afr ica  
have been chewing t h i s  p lan t  f o r  
thousands of years .  Nobody i n  North 
America ever  heard of  it u n t i l  t h e  
United S t a t e s  went under cover of t h e  
U.N. f l a g .  The U.S. i s  now f i g h t i n g  
l o c a l  gang l eaders  i n  an attempt t o  
des t roy t h e  use of I1Khat1' by African 
people. In Canada, American drug war- 
lo rds  have t h e  voice  of Somali i m m i -  
g ran t s ,  Mister  Warsame G t h e  Vancou- 

a dangerous n a r c o t i c  with penal tys  
f o r  possession o r  s a l e  up t o  a maxi- 
mum of 10 years  o r  $10,000. 

The Sun r e p o r t e r ' s  un iden t i f i ed  
Somali "contact f 1  s a i d  t h e r e  was wide- 
spread use of Khat i n  Canada by Afri- 
can, Egyptian Lebanese immigrants . . . T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  of Somalis chew- 
ing i n  Vancouver tonight ,"  he s a i d .  

Nowhere i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  t h e r e  
even t h e  b r i e f e s t  desc r ip t ion  of t h e  
psychological e f f e c t s  of Khat. What 
it does t o  human minds i s  not mentiok 
e d - i n s t e a d ,  it i s  simply l abe l l ed  
Itadd i c  t ive" . 
... Meanwhile, t h e  llSomali community 
leader" (what p a r t  of  t h e  Somali com- 
munity he ' l e a d s t  was not revealed - 
whether r i c h ,  poor, majori ty o r  min- 
o r i t y ,  we a r e  no t  informed) has been 
f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  ' I smai l  Warsame1 
Hem a r e  some quotes from him: - 

"Khat is a drug of  t h e  worst type G . - 

- 
TORA 

,SCHIJNDEL, Netherlands - 
Dutch pot smokers can see whether 
they're getting their moneys worth 
now that a consumers' group is  
beginning to monitor soft drugs. 

Next week, the Consumers Group 
for Cannabis Lovers will open its 
new public service, a qualitycontrol 
laboratory for marijuana and 
hashish. 

"You know exactly what's in every 
product on the market, so why 
qhouldn't soft-drug users have the 
same right?" director Boy Ramsahai 
said Thursday. 

A decade ago, the Dutch turned 
their horticultural expertise to 
developing new, locally grown mar- 
ijuana varieties, known collectively 
as Netherweed. 

Extra-strength varieties are now 
on the market beside the 50 or so 
imported varieties available at more 
than 1,500 coffee shops in the Nether- 
lands. Associated Press 



THE BEAR IN THE BUNK HOUSE 
(A f i c t i o n a l i z e d  t r u e  story3 

There we were i n  Shebandawon, nopth- 
e a s t  of Big Thomsen Bay and about h a l f  
way t o  Attikohan. INCO had a t r a i n i n g  
camp t h e r e  f o r  new miners and during 
t h e i r  s h a f t  s inkings  & explora t ions  
they found a ve in  of good copper. 

So i n  came camp personnel and crew 
t o  put  i n  a mine s h a f t ,  and t h e r e  I 
was standing i n  f r o n t  of t h e  S a l l y  Ann 
hos te l  i n  Thunder Bay, too  l a t e  t o  
g e t  in .  

This o t h e r  ' t oo  l a t e '  dude a r r i v e s  
and we decide 60 go t o  Shebandawon and 
ge t  a job. Leonard was h i s  name; we 
pooled our  resources and had enough 
f o r  a one-way 100-mile t r i p .  We got 
t h e r e  j u s t  when t h e  s h i f t  was going in. 

Now Leonard was a miner but  I wasn't  
and you c a n ' t  b u l l s h i t  about it s o  he 
went underground and I became a b u l l  
cook. 

Anyhow, e a r l y  one morning I was 
cleaning the  ki tchen crew's bunkhouse 
and was almost f in i shed .  I was t ak ing  
out t h e  garbage and, s ince  the re  were 
severa l  bags , - I  l e f t  t h e  door open 
(a  r e a l  nornb i n  t h e  nor th  country).  
I  made one t r i p  and on t h e  way back 
out t h e r e  was M r .  Black Bear coming. 
I t e l l  you t h a t  upset me. 

There was only one th ing  I could 
th ink t o  do, t h a t  being t o  g e t  some- 
th ing  between me and t h a t  c r i t t e r .  
I  opened t h e  door bes ide  me, h o l l e r i n g  
something unpr in table  (and harday in-  
t e l l i g i b l e )  a t  our f u r r y  v i s i t o r .  
The bear turned r i g h t  i n t o  t h a t  roorr 

a s  though inv i t ed ,  but my h o l l e r i n g  
had awoken i ts  slumbering res iden t .  

"Jesus Chr is t , "  he shouted, " the re ' s  
a bear i n  here!" and being a mite ner-  
vous ran  bare-ass,for  the  door. This  
i n  tu rn  scared t h e  beiesus out  of  t h e  

bear  and it headed f o r  t h e  bunkhouse 
window. However, it was not  b ig  
enough f o r  the  b e a r ' s  egress  so the re  
we were with a bear squawling and 
s h i t t i n g  ha l f  i n  and ha l f  out  of  t h e  
bunkhouse window. 

We had t o  c a l l  t h e  Department of 
Natural Resources t o  t r a n q u i l i z e  and 
remove t h e  bear ,  so t h e r e  was a f a i r -  
l y  happy ending t o  it a l l  ... except 
when people passed me a t  my labours 
the  r e s t  of my time the re ,  they would 
q u i e t l y  intone,  giving methe f ishbye;  
"Don't fo rge t  t o  c lose  t h e  goddamn 
door. 

By TOM LEWIS 

IMAGINE A VISITJO MUJET COUNTRY INN ... 
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VOTE JOBS: 
I ' ve  decided t o  come out  of r e t i r e -  

ment G e n t e r  p o l i t i c s  f o r  t h e  good of 
t h e  people. The people a r e  screaming 
f o r  jobs 4 deadbeats a r e  f ree loading 
on t h e  backs of useful  c i t i z e n s .  I do 
not ca re  what e l e c t i o n ' s  coming up - 
provincia l ,  c i v i c , o r  f ede ra l  I ' m  going 
t o  be  i n  it. I '  11 borrow a l a rge  sum 
of money from one of our world-class 
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  6 pay my f e e s  E 
f i l l  out  t h e  forms 6 s t a r t  a new p a r t y  
1'11 c a l l  it t h e  U-Needa-Job Party. 

The main idea  w i l l  be t o  g e t  every 
man, woman & c h i l d  i n  Canada working 
f o r  some businessman. We don ' t  care  
who t h e  businessman is  o r  what kind of 
work he wants done. He can put  Canadi- 
ans t o  work s e l l i n g  weapons, high-tech 
t a r g e t t i n g  devices,  dangerous drugs 
with se r ious  s i d e  e f f e c t s ,  food prod- 
u c t s  with no n u t r i t i o n  i n  them, co f fee  

= whitener with aluminum s i l i c a t e  i n  i t ,  
o r  any kind of responsib le  wage paying 
pos i t ion  w i l l  do - pre fe r rab ly  s i t t i n g  

. a t  a computer te rminal  8 hours a day 
5 days a week. 

A l l  Canadian c i t i z e n s  w i l l  be requi-  
red t o  wear a s u i t  & a c t  l i k e  Dad o r ,  
if female, t o  a c t  l i k e  Mom & wear a 
modest frock.  (No crossdressers . )  In 
f a c t  I w i l l  even t r a i n  your chi ldren  
t o  hold down a job 6 make a l iv ing .  
After they've completed t h e i r  govern- 
ment operated ca ree r  board education, 
t h e  Job Pa t ro l  w i l l  p ick  them up i n  
buses a t  6am & d r i v e  them t o  job p lace  
ments i n  t h e  urban core where t h e y ' l l  
compete with t h e i r  f r i e n d s  u n t i l  t h e i r  
l i t t l e  eyebal ls  f a l l  out  of t h e i r  lazy 
good-for-nothing heads E t he  manager, 
who w i l l  be a law-abiding Dad-in-suit 
responsib le  Canadian c i t i z e n  kicks 
t h e i r  deadbeat a s s  F, makes damn sure  
they complete t h e  t a s k  a t  hand, what- 
ever  it might be. 

With t h i s  kind of platform, I'm s u r e  
to win by a l ands l ide  on t h e  first bal- 
l o t .  Anyone who re fuses  a job i n  t h e  
Great Democracy w i l l  have t h e i r  head 
shaved G be requi red  t o  wear a l a r g e  
Nazi Swastika made of lead around 
t h e i r  neck, so  t h a t  law-abiding gain- 
fully-employed c i t i z e n s  i n  s u i t s  can 
i d e n t i f y  these  people a s  the  enemy of 
humanity they a re .  

My bulldog survey s t a t i s t i c s  indic-  
a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  lazy  good-for-nothing 
re ta rded  job less  people make up a t  
l e a s t  one percent  of t h e  population. 
This i s  an outrage.  If every man, wom- 
an G c h i l d  would knuckle down t o  t h e  
o ld  grindstone,  p u l l  themselves up by 
t h e i r  own boots t raps  E do t h e  job t h a t  
needs t o  be done, a l l  t h e  world's pro- 
blems would b e  solved overnight.  In 
Jobworld nobody would be allowed t o  
th ink f o r  themselves; every l i v i n g  
soul  would be productively programmed 
from c r a d l e  t o  grave. No more bel ly-  
aching from bleeding h e a r t  i d e a l i s t s .  
I f  you don ' t  l i k e  the  Canadian system 
shave your head E weat a lead swastika 
so we can know you f o r  the  scumbag 
you a re .  

O f  course, t h e r e ' s  a b r igh t  s i d e  t o  
my candidacy a s  well.  For example, I 
promise t o  pay o f f  t h e  d e f i c i t ,  reduce 
hea l th  c o s t s  (except f o r  necessary job 
medication) E k i l l  off  t h e  competition 
whoever they might be. Think of t h e  
savings t o  t h e  taxpayer. Every Canad- 
ian  c h i l d  w i l l  be r a i sed  i n  a govern- 
ment daycare camp, where job prep 
w i l l  be a major concern. 

So Vote f o r  ME next  e l ec t ion  6 supp- 
o r t  your l o c a l  U-Needa-Job p ro jec t .  
Work, work, work & more work. . . t h e  
Job w i l l  s e t  you f r e e .  

ROBERT J. SHITFACE 
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This is  p a r t l y  i n  response t o  Steve 
Rose's a r t i c l e  about t h e  Chinese news- 
paper pu t t ing  down t h e  Carnegie. This 
seems l i k e  t h e  standard Confucian, r e -  
act ionary,  h o s t i l e  & xenophobic a t t i t -  
udes t h a t  I perceive from some Chinese 
people...but who t h e  h e l l  am I t o  ex- 
pect otherwise? 

I ' m  Dean KO and I am Chinese. Since 
I am t i r e d  of people asking of my na t -  
i o n a l i t y  o r  geographic o r ig in ,  I was 
born i n  Kowloon, Hong Kong. ~ l t h ~ ~ ~ h  
I can speak Cantonese (enough t o  g e t  a 
t a x i ,  a h o t e l  room and some grocer ies  
if I were ever i n  Hong Kong) I don ' t  
have the  philosophic,  conceptual voc- 
abulary which i s  necessary. People 
from China, whether they have been i n  
Canada f o r  3 generat ions,  3 decades o r  
3 hours, s t a r t  imposing t h i s  "cu l tu ra l  
a l i e n a t i o n H  upon themselves j u s t  be- 
cause it seems t o  be the  ' t rendy t h i @  
t o  do, but  anyone claiming t h a t  the  
Chinese community i s  un i f i ed  is not  

length,  and makes a l i v i n g  o f f  t h e  
misery of o thers . . . the  o r i g i n a l  c u l t -  
u re  vu l tu res .  They claim t o  be uphold- 
ing t h e  canons of responsib le  journal-  
i s m  ye t  fo rge t  Timothy Leary's comment 
"This week's crime show i s  next week's 
crime wave. " 

There is  a bas ic  e x i s t e n t i a l  bohem- 
i an  honesty about t h e  Carnegie News- 
l e t t e r  which beats  t h e  angry, megalo- 
manic, pecuniary, mediocre death stomp 
t h a t  o t h e r  newspapers l i k e  t o  dance ta 

From t h e  l a s t  Carnegie Newsletter - 
"Your c los ing sentence is kind of cu te  
a s  you hide  behind an e t h i c  of pr ivacy 
t o  keep anyone looking a t  why you don't 
s ign  your.name ... oh dear ,  another  
p issed  slumlord." 

B r i l l i a n t !  PaulR Taylor..Humanity 
could do with more of t h i s  type of 
ant i-hypocrisy r e f l e x .  I t  was t h i s  
statement t h a t  got  me out of  my l i t e r -  
a r y  s h e l l .  However I'm too sadly  aware 
t h s t  t o  c a l l  o the r s '  b l u f f s  is  t o  ad- 
m i t  t h a t  I too  have a few jokers t o  
hide.  dean ko seeing r e a l i t y .  

The Province newspaper i s  a publica-  
t i o n  t h a t  g e t s  me angry. I t  i s  in t rus -  

, i v e  on a scandalous. incestuous wave- Terran (Terra, ~ a r t h ) .  An ~ a r t h l i n g ! L  
(Actually I th ink of myself more a s  a 

"BUSINESS FIRST, HUMAN RIGHTS SECONDtt 

- CBC Washington Correspondent 
descr ib ing American fore ign po l i cy  

" IN THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY 
THERE ARE NO ASSURANCES ON ANY FRONT" 

- Bell Canada spokesperson descr ib ing 
B e l l ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o  h i r i n g  & f i r i n g .  

"WHEN YOU'RE I N  CANADA YOU DO AS CANADIANS DO" 

- Spokeperson f o r  
Canadian Vets Against Turbans. 

"MARKETING CULTStt - magical c a p i t a l i s t  covens 
f o r  t h e  young 

"I HAVE MAJOR SMUG - & NO GUILT WHATEVER" 

- Author of  a ' sequel1  t o  Gone With 
The Wind, t h a t  made he r  a mi l l iona i re .  



How my f r i e n d  wrote a f o l k  Song - 

F i r s t l y  l e t  me explain t h a t  one can- 
not wr i t e  a f81k song; f o l k  songs a r e  
passed down l i k e  the  family Bible from 
generat ion t o  generat ion.  Many ve r ses  
and embellishments a r e  added through 
t h e  course of time-depending on t h e  
po l i t i co - soc ia l -cu l tu ra l  clime of each 
age. This i s  c a l l e d  the  p u r i s t  musical 
view and i s  much maligned today. The 
purpose of t h i s  wr i t ing  is  t o  t r y  t o  
prove t h a t  my t i t l e  is  poss ib le ,  by 
reference t o  a modern d e f i n i t i o n  of 
time i t s e l f ,  and t h e  p u r i s t  terminol- 
ogy i s  s t i l l  funct ional  and t h e r e  is  
no need t o  invent  new terms. 

I t  is popular today i n  a r t  c r i t i c s  
t o  wr i t e  i n  sc ien t i zed  language so  now 
I must not  mimic t h i s  pompous s t y l e  

but simply point  out  changes i n  t h e  
teckno-science revolut ion  i n  which we 
a l l  take  p a r t .  

This i s  t h e  information age. I t  i s  

of  progress i n  teckno-science..One of 
t h e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  modern age i s  
the  hes i tancy t o  d iscr iminate  between 
th ings  o r  t o  make use fu l  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  
This is  why a t  l a r g e  we r e j e c t  aecess- 
able  western r e l i g i o n  and a r e  a t t r a c t -  
ed by t h e  ( t o  us )  inaccessable  eas te rn  
thought. This does not  mean e a s t e r n  
thought may d i f f e r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  from 
western, but t h a t  f o r  us  westerners  it 
seems more u n d i f f e r e n t i a l ,  vague, neb- 
ulous and mysterious. Looking back it 
has always done so. The word "orientl l  
means wisdom. 

The modern ' o r i e n t 1  has made s i g n i f -  
i can t  cont r ibut ions  t o  ' occ iden ta l1  
science,  one of which i s  t h e  s p e c i a l  
term llparity." This has t o  do with t h e  
supersymetry of molecular s t r u c t u r e ,  - 
hence t h e  l l c h i r a l i t y  of enantiomorphic 
pa r i ty . "  We a r e  the re fo re  mind E body 
made up of elements t h a t  subscr ibe  t o  
p r i n c i p l e s  of l ight-speed constant  
mass transforming i n t o  energy, and 
energy transforming i n t o  mass but  a l s o  
quanta, unce r t a in ty  and perhaps space- 
time transformations of s i m i l a r  v a r i e -  
ty .  Ancient philosophy p o i n t s  t o  and 
modern science has not  y e t  precluded 
an omnidirect ional  e t e r n i t y  s ince  t h i s  
may be t h e  source of  cosmic rays .  

The echoes of t h e  Egyptian Lucifer- 
ian  Technology a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  angel 
o r  spaceship- - l i k e  sonic  representa-  
t i o n s  of  J i m i  Hendrix who s a i d  thought 



ogy (or  f e e l i n g ) .  7 The f e e l i n g  of t h e  pariah i s  t h e  

a s  t h e  more se r ious  i n t e l l e c t u -  
a l ' ~ ;  i . e .  Science is  ' c l a s s i s t l ,  A r t  
is  ' r a c i s t ' ,  Philanthropy is  ' s e x i s t '  
a d  Education i s  'disempowering', f o r  
these  a r e  s a i d  t o  be t h e  enemies of 
i n t e l l e c t .  Thus we merge opposi tes .  

The n igh t  before  I wrote t h i s  Carn- 
egie  was v i s i t e d  by t h e  Power Beaming 
solarHead of our  province; Frank Zap- 
pa is  dead and my soul  i s  deeply 
moved. My only recourse is  t o  t h e  
dead bea t s  of t h e  Monk. 

'How1 i s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  question. 

News Services 

OXNARD, Calif. - A  jobless man who once ran for 
the U.S. Congress shot three people dead at a crowd- 
ed unemployment office yesterday, then killed a police 
officer during a car chase as he fled. 

Police shot and killed the gunman outside another 
unemployment office in neighboring Ventura. 

The heavily armed man walked into the Oxnard office 
and opened fire with a shotgun, police said. Three, 
state employees were killed, two men aged 65 and 
43, and a woman, 42, who died later'in hospital. Four 
women were wounded, including the mayor's wife. 

The motive of the gunman, Alan Winterbourne, 33, 
wasn't known. "There was no argument, not one word 
did he say," said witness Liz Smith. 

Winterbourne, jobless since 1986, a year after he 
graduated as a computer engineer, lived with his moth- - -. . . 

Fuck 

- and you w i l l  be l o s t  fo rever  Terra 

Rapeti t ion r e p d t i t i o n  m 

I t  sucks up l i e s  s p i t s  out  ha te ,  be l i eves  t h a t  rape i s  sex 
wants the  innocent and b e a u t i f u l  enslaved. 

you P a t r i a r c h y !  
The people a r e  f i g h t i n g  back. This i s  a new generat ion and 
a l l  t h e e  oppressed people of t h e  world a r e  having revolut ions  
and they w i l l  put  you enemy i n  your fucking grave 

where ybu belong. 

And you w i l l  not go back t o  t h e  gracious e a r t h  mother. Your 
soul  w i l l  go t o  a deep dark hole  i n  space I. 

You're immune t o  t h e  f a m i l i a r  
and your f a m i l i a r  surroundings a r e  one of chaos 

and i n s t a b i l i t y  

To break f r e e  
you must s t e p  out i n t o  t h e  unknown 
something d i f f e r e n t  from what you're  used t o  

a r e  you ready? 
Be s t i l l  and know t h a t  t h e r e  is  good 

l e t  it happen 



r - DOWNTOWN STD Clinic - Monday through Friday, 9am - 5pm. 
EASTSIDE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC - Mon, Wed, Friday, 5:30-7:30 pm. 

YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; every day. 9am - 5pm. 
ACTIVITIES Needle Exchange Van - on the s treet  evenings, Mon-Sat. 

SOCIETY N.A. meets every Monday night a t  223 Main Street .  

Out-To-Lunch Bunch meets dai ly  a t  59 Powell, loam - 2:30pm. 

Keith C.-$20 Eric E.-$10 
Abby K.-$10 Anonymour ~ $ 7 0  - . .  
kl; l.6 'the Downtown Eaatmlde (f unding) 
Social Services -$lo00 
Vancouver Health Dept . -$I1 
Employment 6 Immigration -$BOO 
P.L.U.R.A. -$lo00 

NEED 

Art ic l e s  represent the  views o f  individual  
contributors  and not  of t h e  Assoc ia t ion .  

Submission 
Deadline 

NEXT ISSUE 
d l l  January . 

Tuesday 0 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 

can help you with: 

* any welfare problem 
* information on legal rights 
* disputes with landlords 
* unsafe living conditions 
* income tax 
* UIC problem 

finding housing 
* opening a bank account 

Come into the DERA office at 9 
or phone us at 682-0931. 

East Hastings St. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 
FOR 20 YEARS. - .  



SEX, FREUD, POWER, & SANCTUARY 

The second most photographed object in 
Gastown, and probably all o'f BC, is the 
statue of Gassy Jack. 

The distinction of #1 belongs to the 
ingenious creation of the Steam Clock 
that up until the early autumn of 1993 
would bellow a slightly out' of tune 
sequence of musical n'otes in almost 
perfect syncopation with released 
vapors of steam; not unlike the 'pale- 
face conception rapid smoke 's,ignals. 
The effdct of this magical combination 
of sight and sound, on the 50 or so 
summer people waiting with uncertain 
anticipation for what the simple 
plaque intimates will be a unique 
experience, is like the fulfillment of 
the preadolescent expectation of 
losing one's virginity. 

The adept Steam Clock watcher knows 
that on the quarter hour there is only 
a partial performance of the song and 
dance (the petting stage) but on the 
hour, a full sensualization of the 
Clock's ability is appreciated: 
After the final note and plume of 
steam have been released, one finds 
oneself smiling with not only the 
mouth, but with all the universal 
senses. 
Then one drops ones eyes from the 
Clock and is completely flooded 
with the harmonious joy of a Sea 
of smiling faces.;'a sea of other 
smiling faces_(the climax). 

In autumn, the'Gods decided that the 
Steam Clock's slightly off-tune pitch 
was the symptom of a midlife crises, 
and should be perfected. 

For weeks the Clock was shut down and 
worked on. But even the barricade 
around the reconstruction site could 
not prevent the odd Clock lover from 
peering in on the activity of the 
restoration: 

Finally, one late autumn afternoon, 
the barricade was gone,, and the 
passerby noteb it was only 5.minutes 
until 3 Olclock - time enough to wait! 
Then it happened; the worst fear of any 
adorer - the dispotent musical notes 
were barely noticed against the weak 
fluffs 'of steam that meakly floated 
from the once proud pipes. 
One walked away muttering: What have 
they done! The Clock has "lost its 
balls ." 

What distinguishes the cynic from the 
aesthetic is imagination (what if the 
Clock needs some time to build up 
steam?) One wonders this as he walks 
on and reenters the real world. 

Scene two - a cold Dec. day: 
It's a Saturday afternoon. You're 
walking slowly through Crab Park. 
You look over at the water lapping 
against the mighty poles that hold 
up Canada Place pier, and shudder 
at the thought that people actually 
want to fill that body of water and 
erect high-rise buildings. 

You walk along the roadway past the 
last existing rough terrain between 
Crab Park and the heliport, trying 
not to disturb the Canadian geese ' 

wading with graceful dignity through 
the puddles where, during the summer, 
you yourself walked aimlessly over 
the same earth that reminded you of 
the rough terrain of the Kootenays. 

How blessed you felt then, that such 
a feeling could be sensed within'the 
restless skin of this supernatural 
city. 
But soon it would all be gone. 
You sink into despair and wish 
you were a plastique bomb expert 
so you could stop the obliteration 
~f your rustic paradise. 

Just at the moment when you fall into 
:he proverbial debate of what's right 
m d  wrong, you hear a distant sound. 
fou turn around and face the neglected 
shame of the rear of the Gastown 
mildings, and then it hits you: Hey, 
C can hear the Steam Clock from here! 

ind just for that instant in time 
311 is right with the world. 

Garry Gust 




