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LEST WE FORGET 

Do you remember Olaf Solheim? 5 
; 

-. . - 
+.4. - 

r Olaf was an 87 year-old former logger whoa [.the a thousand other low-~namc res~dents, 
had lived in the Patricia Hotel for more than he was evicted from his home to make way 
40 years. It was his home, but his long tenure for the rich tourists during Expo 86. 
didn't save him. The experience was so traumatic that Olaf 



just wandered the streets with his suitcase. 
Within two weeks he was dead, of a broken 
heart. 

We must never let that kind of tragedy 
happen again. Rut there is a new, even more 
ominous threat - the proposed 
casino/destination resort on our waterfront. 
This development would destroy our 

community. 
Compared to the casino, Expo was a mild 

breeze, only six months in duration. The 
casino would be around the clock, around the 
year and permanent - eight million people a 
year pouring through our neighbourhood, all 
looking to party, mixing gambling and booze. 
For the hotels it would be the chance to kick 

out their low income residents, throw on a 
little drywall and paint, and then welcome all 
those free-spending "guests" paying inflated 
rates by the day. 
Opposition to the casino is spreading all 

over the city - the biggest spontaneous 
groundswell since the fights that defeated the 
Third Crossing and the Chinatown-Strathcona 
freeway more than 20 years ago. 
Here at Carnegie, we have obtained a grant 

from a local charitable foundation, the 
Dendoff-Morris Family Fund, to start a 
Community Action Project and hire a 
researc herlorganiser to help in the struggle. 
He is John Shayler, well known to many of 

us from his days at DERA and the Tenants' 
Rights Action Coalition (TRAC). 
John has been very busy since starting. 

Along with other community people, John has 
met with a variety of labour, community and 
government groups; even with the Board of 
Trade's task force on the casino. 
"Groups and people have been contacting us 

from all over the city," he says. 
"We've even had calls from people in West 

Vancouver and Richmond who want to know 
what they can do to stop this 
megadevelopment and support the people or 
the Downtown Eastside." 
John was at a panel discussion at Britannia, 

with 200 people present. Of these, 199 were 
opposed to the casino and one - the developer 
- was in favour. 

One of the priority tasks now is for the I 

I 
community to define just what it would like , 

to see on the waterfront. This would be a i 

process involving individual residents in the ! 
hotels, on the streets, in Carnegie, in local 1 
schools, at meetings, wherever. 
If you want to help, just look for John in the 

Association office on the second floor of 
Carnegie, or leave a message for him at the 
front desk (phone 665-2220). 

And meanwhile, call or write the politicians 
who make the decisions and tell them we 
don't want any community-busting 
megaprojects in our neighbourhood. 

Premier Mike Harcourt, c/o Legislative I 
Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 1 X4 

(Vancouver office: 253-7905) 
Mayor Philip Owen, c/o Vancouver City 

.1 

Hall, 453 W.12th Ave., Vancouver, BC 
V5Y 1 V4 (873-7621) 

MPs Anna Terrana and Hedy Fry, c/o A 

House of Commons, Ottawa, K 1 A 0A6 * 

(No postage needed) 



Carnegie Community Centre Association's 3 .  
1994 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1995 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

On June 12th, over 50 people gathered in the 
Carnegie Theatre to hear the final reports of 
the Association's 1993-94 Board of Directors. 
It would triple the size of this paper to 
reproduce each report here, so if you want to 
read the whole AGM book, ask for a copy at 
the Association office. Inside are a year's 
work condensed onto one or two pages - 

Don Raker Dora Sanders 
Leigh Donohue Irene Schmidt 
Vickie Dutcher Muggs Sigurgeirson 
Dan Feeney Terry Sinclair 
Barbara Gray Jeff Sommers 
Lorelei Hawkins Paul Taylor 
George Nicholas Jimmy Wu 

Margaret Prevost 

Community Relations, Volunteers, Education, (Bold: new board member) 
Prob~am, Oppenheimer Park, Library, 
Seniors, Publications and Finance. 
About half of the people present were 

nominated for the 15 seats on the Board of 
Directors and all but 3 chose to stand for 
election. The results - 

%. 

PNBLfCFURNM 
WATERFROHT HOTEUCASlHO COMPLEX cOME, l l ~ r f ~ !  ASH! 
WHERE? Unitarian Church, 949 w. 49 Ave. 

WHEN? 7:30 PM ~ e d n e s d a ~  June I5 
PANELISTS: 

" Dr. Len Henriksson (Researcher. U.B.C.1 
~ - 

Ph.D.in ~usiness ~dministraion 
**John Shayler (Adult Educator), Coordinator 

of The Carnegie Community Action Project 
**Judith Reeve (landscape Architect) 
**Rev. Ernest Culley; Glad Tidings Christian 

Fellowship 
**Speaker for the VLCIMirage Resorts - TBA 

Learn more about this important subject 
PROGRAM: 

** What is the VLCIMirage proposal for the 
waterfront development? 

** What effect would this development have 
on adjacent neighbourhoods? on the 
wider community? 

** Has the public been given enough information? 
** A first-hand account of how a casino changed 

a community 

FLASH! Two petitions are going around: 
One says you support the casino & waterfront 
development as planned. The people hired to 
get signatures on it have a trip to Las Vegas as 
the prize for the one who gets the most 
names. 
The other one is put out by the community, 
asks you to sign if you don't support the 
casino and the waterfront development as 
planned, and has no prize for getting the most 
names on it. 

Funny that people with the first one couldn't 
get even one signature in most places they 
went in the entire neighbourhood. Iflwhen 
you see the second - ours - scribble your name 
on it and pass it on. (Mum's the word.....!) 



:n info on the overall 

... and those words got over a hundred people 
to each of two sess~ons with the Chief 
Coroner of British Columbia, Vince King, in 
Carnegie's Theatre on June 9th. Mr. King 
had begun a series of hearings all over the 
province to listen to people speak on one 
subject - drug overdoses. 
King started the meeting with saying that, as 

Coroner, he was deeply concerned with the 
dramatic rise in deaths caused by drug 
overdoses in the past two years. In 1989 in 
BC, he said, there were 39 people who died; 
in 1 993 the number was a staggering 33 1.  He 
went on to say that O.D.'s happen in all cities 
and towns in the province but that it was 
"appropriate that the last hearing should take 
place at Main & Hastings" - this is the 
epicentre of the earthquake..this is the area 
that has as many as 8 O.D.'s in a week..this is 
the community that has recorded over 250 of 
the 33 1 people who O.D.'d in '93. 

Part of King's mandate was to learn all of 
the relevant information. People have called 
for everything from the death penalty for 
dealers, to long terms of incarceration for 
anvone caught with any quantity of any illegal 
substance. to decrinimalisation and treatment 
of addiction as a health issue, to outright 

cost of the drug problem to the province - 
over one-half billion dollars a year in court 
costs, police time, medical intervention, 
prison sentences and related areas. In 
comparison, in the States, where virtually all 
illegal drug use is heavily punished, the bill 
there is over $350 billion a year. 

King finished his opening remarks with 
saying that he finds virtually nothing from 
professional consultants or legal briefs that 
speak for the users, that sees drug use from 
the point of view of the addict. It was this 
point of view that he'd found the most 
enlightening and encouraging in his meetings 
across the province. He wanted solid 
recommendations from those who knew what 
was needed. 

He got that in Camegie. I sat through the 
afternoon session, 3 hours, and listened as 
speaker after speaker called for the 
decriminalisation of drugs, and quality control 
by the medical profession. 
"Drug abuse is a medical issue, not a 

criminal issue." 
"The system in use now - punishing people 

for becoming addicted - is a total failure. It's 
exactly like Prohibition in the States, with 
criminals making fortunes, the police 
becoming either corrupt or just unable to stem 
the tide, and criminal behaviour escalating 
out of control as addicts have to get money to 
buy at the outrageous prices charged by those 



profiting off each drug's illegal status." 
"Jobs are scarce but lots of kids look at 

making six bucks an hour working in a dead- 
end job and making a few hundred selling 
drugs. When the chance presents itself, most 
kids take it." 
"There has to be quality control. A few years 

ago, the standard dose on the street was about 
10% pure. Now we get stuff that's 90-99% 
pure with no warning. People die." 
"The system is set up against any help. It's 

not illegal to get a rig (hypo) in a drug store, 
but I can't buy one. Drug addicts aren't 
supposed to get sick, or have a headache, or 
need medication of any kind, because as soon 
as we go to a doctor or hospital they say "You 
just want the drugs."" 

"The jurisdiction for laws on drugs is 
federal; to put a recommendation for 
decriminalising heroin , cocaine andtor 
marijuana through is beyond you." 
"I'm an addict and I've had my bones 

broken by police just for being there when an 
ambulance comes to save a friend's life. 
People die fmm being treated like shit too. 
I've tried lots of different kinds of recovery 
programs, but every one so far has been 
telling me that they would make sure I got 
just enough dope, just the right strength, just 
what was necessa ry... and this just kept me 
strung out in a nice way." 
"Legal drugs are as bad as illegal ones, but 

life is easier with illegal ones.. kind of. When 
you're in some program, you have more 
restrictions than someone out on parole for 
murder. Methadone is so hard to get, so 
controlled, that most doctors don't bother to 
get the special license. Even when you get it, 
you stay wired to it for years. 1 O.D.'d ten 
times on legal drugs, and had to plead with 

doctors in the emergency room to help me. 1 5 .  
was powerless to stop myself from just taking 
more and more." 

"It's the behaviour of people active in their 
addictions that makes most drug use 
questionable. There is an international thing, 
kind of a petition, called the Frankfurt 
Resolution. It's the result of a lot of cities in 
Europe coming to realise that drug use is 
widespread and it's a waste of police and 
state resources to try to keep arresting all 
users as criminals. What the Resolution calls 
for is an end to the "War on Drugs" and 
legislation to decriminalise and legalise many 
now-illegal substances." 
"Death knows no culture. You need to learn 

to love yourself. I'm a recovering addict 
who's been clean for over 2 years. (Applause 
from the audience) I've started using my 
home as a recovery house, yet when I ask the 
government for just $530 a month for each 
person, to feed, house, counsel, go through 
cold turkey or withdrawal or whatever, they 
don't even listen. (That's $17.43 per day.) 
They would rather spend the $2000 - $4000 
that it costs on average to deal with an addict 
every month of their life..with the present 
system." 
"We are sick people trying to get well. We 

are not evil people trying to be good." 
"Virtually every program is tied to total 

abstinence. If you test positive for heroin at 
any time you're out." 
"It's cheaper for us in hospitals than in Jail." 
"The League for Ethical Action on Drugs 

holds that people can aspire to achieve great 
things. They have to be given every chance to 
get out of addiction. The story of Pegasus is 
an ideal inspiration." 
"Addicts can live productive lives, can hold 

jobs, raise families, contribute to their 



communities. It's the stigma that is so hard 
to deal with, as though because you're an 
addict you should crawl back into your hole 
and die. A lot of this attitude comes from the 
drugs of choice, like heroin and cocaine, 
being illegal." 

"When you're an addict you're always in the 
hole. I've been an addict for over 25 years and 
through every treatment program there is. 
What all the fucking pro's and doctors don't 
seem to understand, or want to admit anyway, 
is that a drug is a drug is a drug. It don't 
matter if it's legal or illegal." 

"There has to be steps in any program; cold 
turkey is a nightmare." 

"My old man was a user for years. I never 
have, but I watched him try and fail again and 
again. 1 watched him go back to the streets 
time after time, program after program. He 
prostituted himself, stole, dealt, all to keep 
feeding his habit. When he came back the last 
time, he was dying on my couch. I tried to get 
him into a hospital and they all refused. Not 
one would take him because he had a history 
of failing. I finally had to plead with a doctor 

for over an hour to get him attention. The 
treatment of the families of users has to be 
improved." 
"Making drugs legal isn't the answer; legal 

drugs are just as deadly and as addictive as 
illegal ones. There has to be widespread and 
ongoing education, as well as a drastic change 
in the economy to create jobs and 
opportunities for young people. There has to 
-be outreach, training, empathy. Right now, 
you're automatically 2nd-class or worse if 
you use and can't "afford it..meaning you 
have to scam or steal or hook to support your 
habit. If you're rich, you'll never appear in 
any statistic - unless you O.D." 

The report that Coroner King is going to 
make will be eagerly read by most people at 
this meeting. So many people got up and 
identified themselves as either past or current 
addicts, heroin addicts, and spoke of their 
hard-earned knowledge of what's needed and 
what just doesn't work. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 





I service to others 

walking down the sidewalk 
past hillbilly bars & heartbroken blue collar house: 
on western avenue 
I saw an old woman struggling like hell 
pushing an ancient muscle-powered lawnmower 
with grooved iron wheels 
& heavy steel blades 

the grass in her yard 
was several inches high 
& thick 

I stopped & said I'd be glad to cut it for her 

"only if 1 can pay you" she said 

"no" I said "I don't want any money for doing it" 

"well" she said "if I can't give you any money 
I'll just do it myself!" 

"okay" I said "you can pay me!" 

'damned stubborn old woman' I thought 
'messing up my good deed' 

so 1 plowed that mower 
over her 

small bit of yard 

she gave me 2 dollars 

& we parted on less than friendly terms 

SFU SPEAKERS BUREAU 
& 

CARNEGIE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 

PRESENTS 

DR. NEIL BOYD 
CRIMINOLOGY PROFESSOR - -- 

TO SPEAK ON 

DRUG USE, DRUG LAW, 
DRUG CONTROL POLICIES 

TUESDAY JUNE 28, 1994 
2-4 P.M. 

SECOND FLOOR LOUNGE 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 
Neil Boyd is a Professor and Dircctor of thc school of 
Criminology at Simon Frascr University. 

Hc is a layer by training & thc author of two popular books: 
HIGH SOCIETY: Legal and Illegal Drugs in Canada and 
THE LAST DANCE: Murder in Canada and t ~ ~ o  tcsts. 
The Social Dimensions of Law and 
Canadian Law: An Introduction 

Professor Boyd has also produccd thrce tclcvision 
documcntarics. 

not trusting one another in the least 
\ 
\ 



Historv Is What We Remember - Part 3 
The Europeans Arrive 

coast of British Columbia in 1774. Captain 
Cook arrived in 1778. In 179 1, Jose Maria 
Narvaez, a navigator with a Spanish 
expedition, anchored near Point Grey. In 
1792, Spanish and English expeditions 
cruised Georgia Strait and entered Burrard 
Inlet. Captain George Vancouver led the 

They came In search ol'wenlth and land 

British expedition which lasted until 1794. 
1795, Spain, caught up in European wars, 

~ h e ~ - b u i l t  empires and colonized peoples.. 
that is they took away from peoples the power 
they needed to run their own lives. They built 
the Portuguese, the Spanish, the Dutch, the 
French, the German, the Russian, the British 
and the American empires. They set the stage 
for two World Wars and many smaller wars in 
the twentieth century. 
They exulted in the values of competition, 

domination and aggression. As Donald 
Cameron of the North West Fur Trading 
Company said, "When among wolves, howl." 
They could not live in peace and dignity in 

their own countries, and millions who came 
as settlers to the new world were fleeing the 
horror of the old. 
They brought with them the sickness of un- 

restrained material accumulation elevated to 
the level of a divine commandment, and they 
shunned "enough" in favour of "never 
enough". 

They justified their domination by 
proclaiming their superiority over peoples 
about whom they knew nothing, and they 
believed the destiny of these others (denied 
the right to their land, culture, and 
institutions) was to serve the powerful or die. 
Spanish explorers reached the north-west 

dropped its pursuit of empire on the west 
coast of British Columbia. 

On July 2, 1808 Simon Fraser of the North 
West Company reached the mouth of the 
Fraser River by an overland route. He 
returned up the river on the same day he 
arrived. 

Fur trading became big business on the coast 
and in the interior of what was to become 
British Columbia, and the trade did not 
interfere with the autonomy of Indian nations. 
Epidemics of smallpox and other introduced 
diseases weakened the people, however, 
making it more difficult for them to pass on 
their traditions and to deal with the tidal wave 
of settlement that was coming. 

In 1849 Vancouver Island became a British 
crown colony run by the Hudson's Bay 
Company, which was charged with the task of 
bringing more settlers to the area. in 1 85 1 
James Douglas became Governor of the 
colony, and between 185 1 and 1 854 he made 
fourteen treaties with Indian nations on 
Vancouver Island. 

This policy of making treaties was a 
continuation of the policy started by Great 
Britain and carried on by Canada and the 
United States. It was given Royal approval in 
the proclamation of 1763, which said that 
First Nations people were not to be 



dispossessed of their lands without their 
consent as well as that  of the Crown, and 
that Indian lands were to be ceded only to the 
Crown. In other words, the policy recognized 
aboriginal title to the lands the newcomers 
coveted. 
Acting on this policy, the Dominion of 

Canada made twelve treaties between 1871 
and 1923, one of which (Treaty #8) included 
part of north-eastern British Columbia. 
Unfortunatelv British justice did not prevail 

in the colony of Vancouver Island or in the 
mainland colony of British Columbia, 
founded in 1858. We'll see what happened in 
the next article. (To be continued) 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(An error was made in typing the last article 
by Sandy - the correct figure of curator 
Richard lnglis of the Royal British Columbia 
Museum is 450,000, not 4450,000 as shown.) 

' NEWS 

Before the vote, Stunning news! 
Today, yesterday, Firefighters strike a match, 
On her mother's grave, To earn a medal. 
They're banding, to vote 
To ban weapons, to ban Cast a vote my friend, 
Gun advocates. The apartheid of bored money 

Wants more 
Enough of assault, Than a soul or two. 
Enough of sales. 
40% off the 650 types Mark Oakley 
Of available death, somehow, 
Isn't enough? 



Carnegie Learning Centre 
LEARNER'S CONFERENCE 

JUNE 16th 

Workshops 

Classroom I 

Parenting 
1 :00-2:00 Resources 

Introduction 
2: 10-3: 10 to American 

Sibm Language 

Dear Carnegie Friends, 

Classroom 2 

Community 
Banking 

- 

Chinese 
Martial Arts 
Tai Chi & 

Luk Tung Keun 

Sometimes since I had my thyroid shrunk 
(radioactive iodine), it feels like I had a 
frontal lobotomy. I became low thyroid from 
being high thyroid - it meant sleeping as much 
as 16 hours a day. 
Now the end of the struggle is in sight. I've 

been put on thyroxin, which is artificial 
thyroid, and I should wake up soon.. I may 
even be a normal person, although I'm not 
sure what that is. 

I have a new book coming out next spring. 
It's about activism; interviews with people 
who work towards change, my own activist 
bio ... It's called The Gene of An Activist, sub 
title Herstory, History. Irene, Muggs, Sven 
Robinson, Libby Davies, and many others are 
in it. 
No Way To Live is being updated and 

reprinted (my first book). 
I miss the old days with the Downtown 

Gallery 

Alcohol and 
Drugs. 

Resources 
for 

overcoming 
dependency. 

Back 

First Nations 
Cultures 

Amnesty 
International 
Information 
workshops. 

Eastside Poets. It's great to read all you poets 
in the Carnegie Newspaper. 
We are lucky to have this paper - It's not 

owned by any corporation. 
I really appreciate the food in the cafeteria; 

those muffins are so full of fruit 'n stuff. 
I live in the West End in Social Housing. I 

try to get involved there. 
I volunteer at Gordon Neighbourhood House 

I always come back to Carnegie - There is 
something so special here. I like my volunteer 
tutoring work. 

It would be so nice to work the cash in the 
cafeteria but I know I probably would mess 
up the cash..drop the soup..spill the juice. 
People here volunteer day after day, year 

after year--1 have never ever before seen such 
a well organised volunteer effort that 
empowers people. 
Congratulations - I thank you. 

Sheila Baxter 



Be it resolved that we support any community controlled financial institution 
which does not inhibit contributors from being principally involved with its 
operation. (Motion carried. DERA Board meeting of 26 May 1994) 

"The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association has been representing the people of this 
community for more than twenty years. 

DERA has been advocating for a community financial institution for six years. The 
expertise Jim Green brings to this subject was gleaned from the labour of DERA staff. 
Community directed economic development is crucial to this neighbourhood. 

In this capacity and as one of the largest potential community investors in this project, 
DERA's Board of Directors asked for a meeting with the minister responsible. The purpose 
of the meeting was to have our questions and concerns addressed by the minister. 

This meeting was arranged with Glen Clark's office. We were told first that the meeting 
was to be with the Minister and the Legislation Committee. 

On Monday I was informed by the Minister's office that the Legislation Committee 
would not be attending; the DERA Board would be meeting with Clark only. 

That was the last communication we had with the Minister o r  his office. 
We were a t  no time informed by the ministry that this was to be a "community meeting." 
It is the ministry's responsibility to deal with the community in an honest and respectful 

manner when speaking with community representatives. Whether intentionally o r  not, the 
mishandling of this affair on the part of the ministry makes a sham of democratic process * 

and community consultation. The issue of community economic development is too 
important to be dealt with in so cavalier a fashion. We will not condone this treatment of 
our community with our participation in this meeting." 

- 

( ~ t , i ~  is long a & Fve tried to be objective, but this is a &assic example of the Downtown 

Eastside is in crisis Please respond, - 
request be faxed to her and that she would 

We have to work together ... then fax it to Clark - it would be "from Emery 
Barnes' office." Late that afternoon a 

How it comes to this - the DERA Board of response was received from Clark's ofice 
Directors instructed its Executive Director to 
set up a meeting with Glen Clark, the 
Minister Responsible, to ask him questions on 1 

the proposed "Community Financial 

saying he would meet with the DERA Board 
on June 9 at 9 in the morning ... in the bank 
building at Hastings & Main. 

The communication from Clark's office 
Institution" supposedly going in at Hasting & said that the meeting would include the 
Main. DERA had questlons..a lot of people 
still have questions. 

"legislation committee", comprised of Jim 
Green, Mark Lofthouse and someone named 

Barb Daniel called Clark's office in Victoria 
and got nowhere. After trying there and at his 
constituency oftice, repeatedly, she called 
Emery Barnes' ofice and spoke to his 

Collier. Then, before the meeting, DERA 
received a fax saying that the legislation 
committee wouldn't be in attendance..that it 
would be the Minister only. On Monday, June 

secretary. The secretary suggested that the 6 ,  the mailout that went to all people who had 



attended any of the 'bank' meetings was 
brought to a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of DERA and the first page was 
the announcement that this meeting was to be 
a ''full community forum". 

What hadn't happened ; the time limit set 
out by Clark, that he would give 45 minutes 
to this, wouldn't be conducive to both asking 
all the questions DERA Board and staff had 
put together and having 20-30-40 other people 
with an equal right to speak, or interrupt, or 
take exception to, or to diverge into 
'something closely related to', or just take the 
opportunity to talk about their own pet peeve 
or cause or issue that was totally unrelated to 
the 'bank' 
Anyway, the instance of 

'miscommunication' was discussed with 
Clark before the meeting commenced, and he 
"had not intended this to be other than DERA 
wanted but was quite open to having all the 
people waiting be a part of the meeting. At 
the same time, DERA board members were 
concerned that our repeated request to have a 
meeting with just the minister would be 
immediately taken by people at the meeting 
as somehow a ploy to have a 'secret' 'behind- 
closed doors' meeting; the whole idea was to 
be able to question the minister directly. At 
the mini-meeting outside just before , Clark 
said that he didn't know answers to most of 
the questions - that those who could answer 
were sitting inside. Inside were the people 
who had attended some or many of the bank 
meetings - including at least two members of 
DERA's board. It was from these memtiers 
that the DERA Board saw the need to ask 
direct questions as many of the questions 
drafted were those to which answers had been 
sought for some months and had always been 
left unanswered or, at the very least, touched 
on in general universal statements, like 

"Diglity and respect are needed for people 
with low incomes, so this bank will be a 1 3 .  

catalyst for this kind of nee #...or something 
like that. 

Barb Daniel had gone through the most 
hassle getting this meeting, then has this new 
thing revealed 3 days before the date. It 
certainly looked dim - several of the project's 
most ardent supporters are the same people 
who, for some months, have made negative 
comments about DERA at virtually every 
meeting they attend, who take either great 
pains or just delight in slamming DERA for 
any incident that may have the remotest 
relation to the services that DERA performs. 
It was knowing that every one of these ~ e o ~ l e  

would be present that may have prompted 
Barb Daniel to just read her statement and 
leave. It is not a good situation to go into a 
meeting only to have oneself be the target of 
attacks and derogatory remarks and put- 
downs and to have the organization one has 
spent over a year and a half reforming be the 
subject of ongoing negative attacks by people 
who are claiming to be representative of the 
community. 

Again, the plan for this meeting was to 
spend 45 minutes with the minister 
responsible directly and solely on the subject 
of the community financial institution - and 
what had been arranged instead was set to be 
DERA defending itself against several people 
who have been quite open about hating or 



degrading everything connected to DERA. It 
is the lack of reason , at least publicly-stated 
reason, that feeds the tension here; as though 
there is an underlying agenda to bring back, in 
an organised way (and with seeming 
vengeance), several people who left DERA 

under a cloud following strike action about 
two years ago. There is a distinct quality of 
'echo' in the negative remarks of many 
people who have perhaps one point of contact 
with one DERA project or staff person. The 
'echo' seems to be fiom the belligerence of 
former DERA employees who left when the 
shit hit the fan as few years ago. 
While going to the meeting that morning I 

saw a sign taped to a telephone pole that 
called all "Binners" to bring their recyclable 
stuf'f to the bank building on June 19 for a 
return of up to $10; the rest of the sibm spoke 
of "Electing a Board of Directors". So the 
people who've been meeting are now going to 
form themselves into a community group, 
elect people to represent them, and have these 
elected reps speak for them ... fine ... but that 
has been one of the worst sins you could 
commit, if you went to these meetings, was to 
say you were there representing some group. 
Being a paid staff person was the greatest sin 
of all, somehow, yet it seemed that certain 
agencies were not okay while others were. 
Raised at one meeting, perhaps facetiously, 
perhaps not, was the unstated desire to have 
categories of 'acceptable' residents or 

community members: Class A Residents 
were those who lived here and weren't part of 
anything; Class B included those who were 
part of some non-profit or charity but weren't 
paid; Class C included those who were 
residents, were connected to a non-profit or 
charity and were paid for their work with said 
agency. Making it even more confusing was 
that certain people, by dint of their continued 
attendance at meetings of this project, or their 

continued put-downs of the politically 1 
I 

unacceptable groups (unacceptable by reason 
of these people constantly saying so) could 
somehow be elevated fiom Class C to Class 
A... by magic! Such people would work for 
(horrors) the provincial government, or a 
local coalition, but not for a residents' 
association or a community centre or a youth 
activities socie ty... and so on. It's this kind of 
petty bickering that makes the whole thing of 
unity a sham. Also discouraging is the 
dismissal of any need to include or even ask 
for the support of other community groups' 
Boards of Directors. 
"We don't have to listen to 

Camegie/DERA/DEYAS; there are only 15 
people1 12 people11 0 people on their board(s) 
and there's more of us than that right here ..." 

It invites confrontation; but questions are 



the extent of it from at least the 3 groups 
mentioned above. It's this holier-than-thou 
attitude that is sad. 

It was this kind of rhetoric that made the 
first 10 minutes of the meeting very trying. 
After the first question was asked, there were 
3 people who raised their hands to be on the 
speakers list. The first one began with a 
comment, a statement, on how democratic 
their process was, and that DERA must be 
worried about losing some grant or other if 
this bank goes ahead; the second speaker took 
another tack, saying that this meeting was not 
called to bash DERA (the speaker being a 
person who is one of the chief people for 
degrading everything even remotely 
associated with DERA); the 3rd speaker 
wanted to talk about seniors, and the 4th 
about pharrnacare ... and the chair asked each 
speaker to keep their comments or questions 
to the subject of the bank, and each said "Yes 

1 
: of course"' and proceeded to talk about 

1 
whatever they wanted to talk about anyway. 

Other members of DERA's board also left. 
It was getting right out of hand, just as the 
board members had thought it would. 
Gradually it seemed to get back and the 
questions prepared were gotten into. About 
half were answered, then another speaker's 
list, then a question would get asked every 
few minutes after various people talked, 
usually about their own experience with 
banking or something similar. One person 
asked that, seeing "new faces'' in the crowd, 
if the people from DERA (Board and 2-3 
staff) would "raise their hands". That was met 
with "What the hell does that have to do with 
anything?!" 

The minister had to leave and did. Jim 
Green said that he had first gotten the fax 
requesting the meeting and had told the 

secretary at Clark's ofice to inform Barb 
Daniel at DERA that a meeting would happen 
on June 9th with the 'community drafting 
committee' or something and the secretary 
"incorrectly" stated it would be the legislation 
committee. Green said that when he found out 
about the "error" he corrected it. This was the 
fax that DERA got saying that the meeting 
would be with Clark only.. without the 
legislation committee. He then went on to say 
that news of the nature of this meeting was 
not omitted from communications with 
DERA; he said that DERA was (Barb was) 
aware long before the meeting happened what 
the format was going to be. He basically 
called Barb a liar. Funny that he would say 
these things when Barb was not there, when 
he himself had to leave "right away to get a 
ferry", when Barb had stated before leaving 
that she had everything documented and 
could show anyone who wanted to come to 
DERA's offices and see. She even said, "If 
you can't get up the stairs, someone will bring 
all the papers & faxes and records on this 
down to you." 
I'm the treasurer at DERA ... To hear that 

Jim Green acted directly in making 
arrangements for this meeting makes some of 
the worry about manipulative subterfuge bear 
up. Jim plopped the Youth Housing, to be 
built on top of the bank building, onto the 
neighbourhood as a 'done deal' - and then 
tried to imitate 'community process' by 
asking people to get together and 'choose the 
colour of the walls'. Eight community groups 
and agencies got together, wrote a leter to the 
Premier, and said "NO WAY!" The project 
was stopped in its tracks and a proper process 
initiated. 

All of this, to this point, may illustrate what 
is at the heart of the Downtown Eastside and 



its future. Stated over and over in meetings 
everywhere is the sentence/plea: "We have to 
work together." That means without the 
baggage of the past, which is almost 
impossible for most people to leave behind. 
It's the idea that the future will be a matter of 
who steps on whose toes, who ends up in the 
best position, who gets the most funding or 

- -  - 
I 
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the most prestige or the most something... 
seeming to ignore the fact that the future of 
the Downtown Eastside is already on the . - 

drawing boards of various multinationals and 
"outside" forces that want nothing less than 
the freedom to bulldoze most of the 
community, get rid of all the poor people and 
make this into the new west end. There's 
already much fear that the proposed 
waterfront development project, including the 
fabled Las Vegas-style casino, will spell the 
death of the D.E. as we know it. Add to that 
the Expo lands and International Village and 
Coal Harbour and Block 17 and the Victory 
Square area and Woodwards and all the 
condo developments going on, and it's fairly 
obvious that these "outside" forces are not 
going to sit still for any kind of community 
planning process or even community protest. 
They have already observed, at a recent 
Downtown Eastsidelstrathcona coalition 
meeting at least, that much of the interaction 
among community groups and agencies is 
fraught with verbal assaults, ideological 
clashes and petty bickering. They look at each 
other, rise their eyebrows, wonder why 
they've even bothered to come, then just 

quietly chuckle and rub their hands together ... 
"All we have to do is give these excuses the 
slightest attention,, to make them feel they're 
important, and do what we've planned to do 
all along. They'll still be scratching & 
gouging & scrapping with each other when 
we're all finished and they're histo ry..." 

This is the worst scenario, but how to rise 
above it is the challenge. As John Shayler 
said, after learning that he'd not been exempt 
From the range of attacks at this meeting in 
the bank building, 'Everybody has their turf 
and no one wants anyone getting a toehold on 
what they think is theirs. The casino issue is 
the most uniFying that I've ever seen, and 
what we learn about working together in this 
would do a lot of good, but still you can't 
invite everybody to every meeting. The 
people promoting it (the casino) would jump 
at the chance to divide us and make separate 
'deals' - they've already tried.' When 
community reps wouldn't go along, we began 
to feel the wrath of the powerholders - 
attempts at character assassination, bogus 
polls and false advertising to convince the 
unwary that "the majority" wants this thing. 

Back to the bank, when it was back to 
local residents at the end, there was some 
dialogue, and a proposal to invite DERA to a 
'catch-up' meeting. That might be an 
acceptable thing.. . Then again, DERA might 
want to have a true "full community meeting" 
- inviting reps from DEYAS, Carnege 
Association, Native Health, the Lookout and 
the Evelyne Saller and from all other 
agencies, groups, and the general community. 
At the final examination this meeting on June 
9th, while billed as "full community", was 
not; it was a meeting of those who had 
attended and supported the concept from the 
first, which is fine, but it made the meeting 



one of Clark and his 'cheerleaders', to be as 
polite as possible. 

It's the nature of people here to be cynical 
about something new, especially when what 
gets reported in the press as direct quotes is 
either exaggerated or impractical, like the 
statements that "Banks have fled the area" or 
"this new facility will eliminate line-ups" 

It's not a lost cause, but the 
damningklamming of DERA by the 
proponents of the community financial 
institution is not conducive to any kind of 
working relationship. When that kind of 
rhetoric permeates the conversation of those 
asking for support, the only response has to be 
"Who the hell are you?" 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

Main & Hastings 
Housing & Employment Project 

Enriquez Partners, the architects involved in 
the preparation of the feasibility report, met 
with the committee on May 30 to discuss in 
detail the proposed design options. Discussion 
centred mainly around the implications, both 
financial and in terms of project scheduling, 
of retaining the heritage aspect of the site. 
Through negotiations with the city Properties 
Department it may be possible to realize an 
additional two floors of living space. The 
Heritage Committee of the city has expressed 
a keen interest in preserving the historical 
character of the Main and Hastings corner. 

The architects noted their preference to 
proceed with a combined renovationlnew 
construction rather than demolishing the 
existing structure. The earliest conceivable 
occupancy date for the project is currently 
thought to be fall of 1996. 

The Steering Committee held a public 

workshop on June 4 at 390 Main Street. 
Attending were resource people from BC 
Housing, the Ministry of Investment and 
Employment, and the City of Vancouver 
Properties and Housing Department. There 
was considerable discussion around the 
possibility of acquiring the adjacent 380 Main 
Street site. The city indicated a decision 
regarding its availability would be 
forthcoming within two months. 

BC Housing stressed the importance of 
establishing a society to represent the project 
when proposal calls are considered in 
September. The most appropriate vehicle to 
develop and manage the project is presently 
under consideration and a decision is 
expected in the near future. 

BY 
MARK HIERLIHY 

(Editor's note -there is someone on-site from 
9-5 daily to talk about or answer questions on 
this project. The volunteers do this in shifts , 
and if one isn't there one of the people 
working on the Community Health Plan may 
be able to help.) 



DOWNTOWN STD Clinic - Monday through Friday, loam - 6pm- 
EASTSIDE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC - Mon, Wed, Friday, 5:30-7:30pm. 

YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; every day, 9am - 5pm. 
ACTIVITIES Needle Exchange Van - on the street evenings, Mon-Sat. 

SOCIETY N.A. meets every Monday night at 223 Main Street. 
% 
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NEED HELP ? 27 June 0 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 

can help you with: 

a 

a 

a 

0 

Come into the DERA office at 9 East Hastings St. 
or phone us at 682-093 1. 

any welfare problem 
information on legal rights 
disputes with landlords 
unsafe living conditions 
income tax 
UIC problem 
finding housing 
opening a bank account 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 
FOR - 20 YEARS. 



& bleak residential streets 
I find a full-blown riot I in front of a vacant house 
wild flowers & rebellious weeds 



wearing bagby gray pants 
an old sweatshirt & tennis shoes 
a faded baseball cap 
& carrying a shopping bag containing 

' a fielder's glove 
/" & well-worn catcher's mitt 

& slices of bread from the sally ann 
& ha1 f-a-dozen baseballs 
some of them grass-stained black 
with covers tom & stitches dangling 
but it's his brand-new 5-dollar ball 
that tolled through the mud 

1 wipe the ball off & hand it to him 
& ask him if he needs another catcher 
but he says he's through for the day 

"it's a long season" the old man said 
"I pitch in parks all over the city 

I been leamin to pitch for 7 years now 
decided to pick it up when I turned 60" 



the black kid runs right into the doorway of a pizza joint 
trapping himself 
& the white boys throw punches & swing their boots 
the black kid looks done for 

'7  
? but suddenly springs free of them all 

& dances down the sidewalk 
shaking his finger 
& laughing 
at the white boys after him again 
but the black kid vanishes into the traffic- 

a young street-houdini 

a friend of mine drifts by 
& tells him he'd bought a new knife 
& was just standing in a doorway ve 
trying to read the knife's inscription &+ 
when a policeman arrested him for assault oO 'LO ;. e  

&J o3 & 
"the cop testified he was 10 feet away" said my friend '0 4.p 

't). 3% -3 \ 

"& I didn't move my feet & + + &  6 b0 & 
so how could I be lunging at him?" ,O \ + .,a .,be -3 

b\ & %e5 . +Q 4 
I tell him I have no idea G\ + 
how intentions so innocent i? k'\ . ,. ,i 

- * 5 & $  B 
could be so badly misconstrued + o ~  8 

9 .* & v 
5O 4 

& he invites me to share his room for the night 0% 

full of roaming cockroach herds 
& crazed drunks next door 
& an empty closet from which it just gets up 
his few belongings were stolen & walks away on its own 

I laugh to myself 
"you can sleep on the floor" he offers 
but I say "no thanks" & drift toward dreams 
than we shake hands & grin a white crescent moon 
thinking of the line at the mission drifting across 
in the morning my blanket of smiling angels' eyes 

& beautiful azure sky 
I drift towards my bed 
a private suite 

BUD OSBORN 



DANCE OF THE NATIONS -What is it? 

I'll tell you, but before 1 do, you need to 
know a bit more abut dancing. There is a 
spark of enerby whizzing through a dancer 
rocking around the floor, while the music tells 
the mind how to lead the body into propulsion 
Folks throughout the ages have felt this and 

have created some strenuous performances - 
as in the Kabuki, the Ballet and the Bali Solo 
Warrior. These three and others throughout 
the world are performed by a select few for 
our enjoyment. 
Most of us go dancing with partners as part 

of an evening out or we do the folk thing. 
Dancing comes in as many forms as music 
and each generation brings another variance 
to both. Yet, the 'feeling' is still there. 

My favourite dance to do is the jive. The 
band playing R & B and a good partner will 
have me on the floor instantly. I've always 
had a passion for dance and, fortunately for 
me, 1 have a mother who believes kids should - 
My Recovery 

The most important aspect of my life to this 
point in time is my recovery. My recovery is 
dependent upon five determining factors: 

1 )  The twelve steps and twelve traditions of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

2) A higher power, which I choose to call 
God, through Jesus Christ. 

3) Honesty, which besides a higher power is, 
indeed, the key to my recovery. 
4) Openmindedness that it is a geat  

possibility that, yes, this program of AA, 
through God, will in fact work. 

5) Willingness to help myself through God 
and through the twelve steps of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 

always have the opportunity to learn their 
interests. I studied four different styles of 
dance between the ages of four and eighteen. 

...' Some are born here - Where you From?' 
Cotton balls and Golden Years. Liberation 

through Conquest. Solitude. On being 
Peaceful. "There is Shhh!" These are worth 
something 

Red flag and swimmer's itch. Fires in 
Church. A branch fell! Slugs and snails and 
shroom visions. 
The little people and the whitefooted mouse. 

A fakement of your imaged nation. We're 
getting outta here. 
The messages of the Bees, At the River's 

end. 
The Rangers and the Canucks. "We want 

you out!" Oh! What a Fool! Let's all agree 
with her and. . . . 

Wild Flowers, Wild Birds. Thanks for being 
hurt. 

Taum 

It is extremely imperative that 1 ask God,, 
through his son, to give me the power to 
combat the deadly disease of alcoholism. The 
first step is "We admitted we were powerless 
over alcohol - that our lives had become 
unmanageable." However, to combat the 
powerlessness of my alcoholism, 1 desperately 
needed a power greater than myself. 
Therefore, I have asked God to run the show. 

If in fact I can be Honest, Openminded and 
Willing, with and for myself, I will one day at 
a time achieve sobriety. These factors are the 
How and Why of the program and of my 
recovery. If I follow these simple factors and 
aspects I will keep moving down the road of 
true destiny. 

Alick S. Ried 



Tenency Act Amendments 

It may seem like 'old news', but it was an 
announcement by Joan Smallwood, Ministe 
of Housing, that changes to the Residential 
Tmuncy ACI were being proposed. Boring? 
you own your own home and have no 
boarders..sure, it may be boring. If you are 
one of the million-plus people in BC who 
rents the roof over your head, you should hear 
this. 

A lot of people live in hotels; when you pay 
by the month, you are considered a tenant and 
all the rules & regulations between landlords 
& tenants apply. This is good - it makes 
landlords liable if they try to jack up your rent 
or refuse to do repairs or evict you without 
proper cause. 
Headlines and editorials in the daily press 

have given the landlords' responses a lot of 
space without too much substance. 

Rent Protection 
The legislative changes will require the 

landlord to use a government form to notifjr 
you of a rent increase. The form will detail 
reasons for the increase and if you feel the 
amount is unjustified you can dispute it. Both 
you and the landlord will present your reasons 
and a government employee called an 
arbitrator will decide. If you win, the landlord 
won't be allowed to propose another rent 
increase for a full year. 
The best system, proposed by TRAC 

(Tenants7Rights Action Coalition) called for: 
* a central rent registry, where the rent on 

any unit/room/apartment was listed and 
couldn't be jacked up between tenants. This 
would protect the affordability of housing 
over the long term. 

* any multi-unit building would have the 
same anniversary date for rent increases, 
allowing all tenants to organise and negotiate 
with the landlord. This may be difficult for 
hotels, with many move-ins & move-outs, but 
a parallel, fair system could be devised. 

* no rent increase for capital expenditures 
that only increase the value of the property 
while not improving the living conditions of 
the tenants. Also, if the rent is increased to 
pay for structural maintenance (roof, 
plumbing, etc.), once the expenditure has 
been paid for with the increase, rents should 
then be rolled back. The new legislation 
doesn't provide for these measures. 
On the positive side, however: 

* No increase will be allowed if there are 
outstanding arbitrator's repair orders. 

* No increases will be allowed to pay for 
cosmetic improvements. 

* No increases for existing tenants will be 
allowed to pay for an inflated purchase price 
if a building is sold. 

* Tenants will be allowed to group their 
disputes (on anything, not just rent hikes) and 
go together to a hearing with an arbitrator. 

Repairs 
Changes to the repairs section of the Act 

look significant. Important new measures will 
let tenants relate repairs to the rent we pay, 
which only makes sense. 

Arbitrators will be able to use several tools 
to enforce repair orders: 

* give the tenant permission to do minor 
repairs (worth less than one month's rent) and 
deduct the cost from the rent, if the landlord 
does not obey the repair order. 

* reduce the rent until the repair is done 



* deny any rent increase if there are 
outstanding repair orders 
There is also a new section on emergency 
repairs that will allow tenants to have certain 
types of repairs done in an emergency, 
without an arbitrator's order, and deduct the 
cost from the rent. 

It is this last that has landlords freaking out, 
but the definition of "emergency repairs" is 
fairly strict and the tenant has to make at least 
2 "reasonable attempts" to contact the 
landlord before making other arrangements. 

Unlawful entry 
~ G a n t s  will be able to ask for an arbitrator's 
pezss ion  to change their locks and keep the 
only key, if the landlord has entered the suite 
illegally. Unfortunately, it looks like the 
tenant will have to pay for the new lock. 

Tenant harassment has been added to the Act 
as an offense. Landlords will be open to 
prosecution if they threaten or harass a tenant 

arbitration hearing. 

Income discrimination 
T Acr will ban discrimination based on a 

tenant's (or prospective tenant's) source of 
income (i.e. income assistance). Tenants will 
be able to file complaints of income 
discrimination with the Human Rights 
Council 

to prevent or punish the tenant for pursuing an 
(Extracts from a report by Mike Walker) 

- 
shiniest thing in the street social services 

BUD OSBORN 

This is the essence of the proposed changes. 
The most heat, so far, has come over the rent 
protection and the tenant-only key. Landlords 
can no longer just increase rents to increase 
profits..nor can they refuse to do repairs. 
Howls of emergencies and fires and so on 
have been loud, but the tenant has to have an 
arbitrator's order as well as the extra cash to 
pay for the installation of a new lock. 
Now is the time to write letters-to-the-editor 

to the dailies to get the facts in print..not just 
the indignant howls of landlords who are 
being called to account. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

little boy in a stroller blowing a yellow horn 
skinny streetdog trotting past 
old man counting his pension money 
3 rough & hunbyy men giving it the eye 
a guy sweeps the sidewalks with a ragged broom 
I'm waiting on a welfare worker 
grey hot & toxic sky 
streetcar crashing by 
kids singing "fuck the schools!" 
a truck full of bananas 
rasta bumming a match 
big black hearse 

one-legged old man with a white beard 
draggng his crutches 
cops going into a jewelry store 
where's that welfare worker? 
little red-headed boy with a plastic gun 
asks me about the punk band 
that practices in the basement 
I'm rolling cigarettes 
& when she shows up 
she tells me she was stabbed by delinquent grls 
on her last job 
so I 
try to be of as much help to her as I can 



' VIPERS 

Vipers, vicious, fanged, 
And unable to shed a skin. 
Smothered in excrement. 
Ingrown, 
Like cancerous idea's. 

Folded back in the logic of 
Destruction; vipers. 

They live, sort of, 
For as long as their hate 
Will sustain a reason 
To hate. 

Vipers, 
Their art is the kill. 
Vipers, 
So calm, almost graceful, 
Intimidation by slander. 
Controlling by a camaraderie 

Vipers, 
Their venom is fear, embarrassment, 
and the tools of magic: stolen, 
Appropriated. 
Vipers, 
Couldn't go a round with an honest snake. 
Vipers, 
Handicapped, delirious, intelligent, 
Wish you nothing. 
Vipers. 8 

8 &(l< <uC ~ . ) C $ < I O . ~ $  o f u c I J  
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Scales for skin, flaking, Mark Oakley 
As they slide over your eyes. da$W L A P C  

Vipers, A L V U A S C ~  

They live, they breathe, I (.Ul '. 

diseased reason. I 
Vipers, 
Lizard mind. 
Liirard life. 

Vipers. 



Once there was a girl who lived in a hotel. 
She washed the floors for her mother. She 
was tall and had to bend a lot. Her hands 
became wrinkled fast. 

All her life she had had to wony. Some- 
times she wore rose-coloured glasses. Then 
she would take them off and she would be 
aghast at what had happened. 

One day she was struck with terror. It 
seemed that an evil overlord had decreed that 
she and all people like her and in her 
circumstances were to be put to death. 
She solved the problem while she was 

working. 'If I can find out why this evil 
overlord wants to put us all to death, then I 
can stop him from doing so,' she said to 
herself. She scrubbed until she came to a 
thought - 'He thinks we'll kill him,' she 
pondered. 

She came to him in grief. "My people are 
dying," she said to him in tears. "So am 1," he 
replied fiercely. She prayed for him silently. 

Another Short Story P ~ P F O E H A E J L E  

"Of what are you dying?" she asked him. 
"Everyone hates me because I am noble and 

they want to kill me,' he replied. 
"They would love you if you saved their 

lives and so would I," she said to him. 
"1 have feelings,' he said. "I know they're 

out to get me." 
She prayed still more. She was silent. He 

sent her away. 
"Now what?" they asked her fearfully. She 

prayed for them. 
A bird appeared and whistled a message to 

her. He said, "If you tell the king you love 
him he will stop the murder." She thought 
about this and decided to go to the court. 
"What is it?" he demanded to know. She 

told him she loved him. He broke out in tears. 
"Have the killing stopped," he told his 
generals. 

Peace lived in the land. 
The End. 

By ELIZABETH THORPE 

Once there was a garden. In it grew tulips, A R T  G W S  
pansies, hibiscus, grapes and roses. 
The gardener was an old man - he would 

give flowers to every woman who passed. 
Once he gave every kind of flower to a 
woman who had asked him the meaning of 
life. She became his wife. 

She begged of him, "What is the meaning of 
this grape flower?" 

And he said to her, "When the flower has 
become a ripened grape bunch our love will 
be sweetest." 

The End 

By ELIZABETH THORPE 



A world coloured by 
greed 

F I HAD a million dollars, I am singing softly to  
myself a s  I turn the corner and walk down 
Hastings Street. I am dreaming again of the 

imaginary millions, no, billions, with which I am 
going to  change the world. 

The woman on the corner is singing too, at least  
I think she's singing, perhaps it's more like 
shouting. She is crouched low on a stool, and on 
this warm spring day she  wears 
a full length coat. Others on the 
street also mistake her singing 
for shouting, and shout back a s  
they pass. 

Farther down the street two 
teenagers walk by men who 
make what passes for 
seductive remarks. They have 
in common their poverty, but 
there is something evil about 
men aged by alcohol, 
homelessness and despair, 
offering their damaged selves 
to  the young and hopeful. 

BE! 
HASLAM 

Byline 

In the middle of the road a figure shuffles along, 
doing about six inches a minutes. Long gray hair 
obscuring the face, overcoat, baggy pants, shoes 
that halfway along the sole take an almost comic 
upturn: He stops and seems to have lost his sense 
of direction. Certainly it is easy to become lost on 
these streets. I wonder should I go and help him. I 
don't, and regret it later. 

Poverty, the great dehumanizer. 
I wonder about those who have the money, 

What use are the very rich, whose fortunes are s o  
vast? They are separated from the despair of 
millions. 

And corporatiors, s o  big, they no longer need 
employees o r  even markets, but exist by 
consuming one another and selling off the assets: 
The cannibals of the stock exchange, what do  
they d o  but add to the misery? 

Come the revolution, I think. But looking around 
I realize my 

1 wonder about 

those who have 
the money. They 

are separated 
from the despair 

poor to  spin, 
take away the social net, s o  laced with barbs, and 
allow every man the dignity of his own labor. I 
want the  wealth to  flow in the opposite direction. 

I sigh. I know a man who claims the monetary 
system is the cause of all our woes. He is wrong. 
Greed that sucks the wealth of all into the hands 
of a few is our enemy. 

Our streets are telling the story even as  we pass. 
Look about. They don't look like much now: The 
homeless, the unemployed, the poor souls. But ' 

some day they are the ones who will burn the 
house down and every day, through greed and 
inhumanity, their numbers increase. Come the 
revolution! 

Bev Haslam lives in Vancouver 
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