


The Incredible Shrinking Neighbourhood 

For most of the 20th century, the Downtown 
Eastside didn't exist. It was just Skid Road. 

But a generation ago, the residents of this 
part of town decided that they were a neigh- 
bourhood too, just like Dunbar or Grandview 
or Shaughnessy. 

You don't become a neighbourhood just by 
saying so. You have to have a community of 
interest and a willingness to fight for it. 
Against great odds - official indifference, 

ridicule, then finally partisan opposition - the 
Downtown Eastside came into being, 10,000 
people living mainly in hotels and rooming 
houses, the largest bloc of low-rent housing 
left in B.C. 

ence, to chop it up into disconnected sections 
and crowd it out by other "neighbourhoods" 
that are dominated by business interests and 
developers and upscale new settlers. 

If that were to happen, the people of the 
- Downtown Eastside would lose their unified 

voice and their power to resist the changes 
that are so harmful to them. 
Take Gastown. It used to be this tacky little 

strip of tourist dives down on Water Street. 
Now it's a ravenous empire spreading up to 
and across Hastings and even to Main, claim- 
ing the right to veto projects and services that 
are needed for residents. 

Illst 1 a ~ t  week the Gastown Historic Area 

That housing extends from almost Granville 
Street to almost Clark Drive, and from the 
waterfront to Terminal Avenue. That's where 
the people of the Downtown Eastside live. 

It's a funny thing though. If you look on 
official city planning maps, you will be hard 
put to find a neighbourhood called the 
Downtown Eastside. 

You will find Gastown, you will find China- 
town and Strathcona and International Village 
and the Central Waterfront. You will even 
find a neighbourhood called Victory Square. 
And now the city says there is something 

called the "East Downtown" communities. 
But where is the neighbourhood where the 

10,000 low-income people live who are the 
overwhelming majority of residents of this 
area? 
The "official" Downtown Eastside is being 

squeezed into the crime strip along the 100- 
block East Hastings and east toward Oppen- 
heimer Park. That's where the developers 
want to stash their social problems. 
What's happening is a systematic attempt to 

define the Downtown Eastside out of exist- 



Planning Committee (GHAPC), representing 
Gastown business interests and condo owners, 
came out in opposition to the Bridge housing 
project for battered women at Columbia and 
Cordova because it didn't conform to their 
idea of the new swinging Gastown. 
And they don't want the probation services 

relocated across Hastings at Carrall because it 
would bring "undesirables" too close to them. 
They say put it down on Main Street. 
There are more than 2000 low-income 

people living in the area claimed by the Gas- 
town empire. But did GHAPC ask them for 
their opinion? No way. The actual residents 
have no say or even identity to GHAPC. 

With a cozy relationship to City Hall, the 
Gastown business establishment is busy 
promoting expensive condo projects and other 

developments that will drive up property 3. 
values and destroy low-rent housing. 
The Downtown Eastside will only survive as 

a community if the majority of residents resist 
these efforts to divide us up into phony neigh- 
bourhoods. The common interests of the resi- 
dents extends right across the area, wherever 
there is low-rent housing and people in need. 
The residents are not just another "stake- 

holder" to be outvoted by all the other special 
interest groups - the developers and specu- 
lators, the merchants, the offshore property 
owners, the rich new settlers. 

The residents are the people who actually 
live here, long-term. And our neighbourhood 
is not just a bunch of lines drawn on a map by 
planners or developers. 

By TONY DOINEL 



PICTURi THIS 
On February 27th the Carnegie Community 

Action Project sponsored an Open House at 
the Carnegie Centre art gallery so Downtown 
Eastside residents and invited guests could 
view the beautiful drawings of what the 
Central Waterfront might look like if the 
vision of local people was considered. 
The drawings were done by Mariken van 

Nimwegen, and they showed ideas such as a 
Fishermen's Wharf, a First Nations Historical 
and Cultural Centre, a public market, a 
recreation and health centre, and a 
community garden. These ideas demonstrated 
the imagination and caring of Downtown 
Eastside residents, and forcefully stated that 
local people must be part of the planning 
process. Anything else will not work. 
John Shayler said that the community has to 

work hard together, and pointed out that 
CRAB Park, the recent defeat of the Las 
Vegas-style casino, and the Carnegie Centre 
itself were victories for the Downtown 
Eastside. 

Drawings Created by 
Downtown Residents 

Cher Paul, 

Just in case you didn't realise it, the 
espatriate community outside the D.E. does 
appreciate the Newsletter, even without a 
Sports Page. If Sarti weren't so interested in 
politiks and more in sports I might even read 
his columns twice rather than only once ... 

This may sound pretty sappy to you, Paul, 
but I do get quite choked reading the News- 
letter; about people and events, struggles and 

sometimes even victories. Keep up the good 
work! 
As you can see, times are tough. If I write 

you a cheque, could you pay our power bill? 
It's still winter here, ya know! 

Please show the ad (for our restaurant, the 
Duck Stop/The Hungry Wolf) around. I have 
a table reserved for Carnegie. Take care. 

Baroose 
(Bruce Jackson, in booming Winlaw, BC) 



Meet Pam Cooley 

the waterfront. and has since been extended to 

~ * r n ~ ~ & q ~  @ deal with broader planning concerns on the 
waterfront and in the neighbourhood as a 

ALL STAFF. VOLUNTEERS AND 

ON THURSDAY MARCH 9TH195 
AT 10:OO A.M. 

THE CHINATOWN POLICE 
COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTRE 

WILL BE FACILITATING 
A WORKSHOP 

ON CRIME PREVENTION 

ON THE THIRD FLOOR - LEARNING CENTRE 

ALL INFORMATION WILL BE TRANSLATED 
. TO CANTONESE 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

whole. 
To contact Pam or John, call 689-0397, or 

drop by to see them on Carnegie's 2nd floor 

Seniors Executive Elections 

On February 2 1, 1995, the Seniors Support 
Group in Camegie held its annual elections. 
Amid great fanfare, the following occurred: 

President - Nonnan Mark 
Vice-president - Irene Schmidt 
Secretary - Lorelei Hawkins 
Treasurer - Ray Lauzon 
Members at Large - Taum Danberger 



The Fight For 'The Carnegie Community Centre 
Part 7 

Libbie Davies Joins DERA 

Many committed people worked or volun- 
teered for DERA over the years. Two citizens 
who held elected positions were Elizabeth 
!Libby)Davies,: Treasurer, and Jean Swanson, 
Secretary. 
Libby (the name she is known by throughout 

Vancouver) was a daughter of Peter Davies. 
She was a University of British Columbia 
Arts7 student in 1972, and in the summer of 
that year she worked in the low cost food 
store at the Downtown Health Clinic on an 
Opportunity For Youth (OFY) grant. 

During the summer Libby learned that the 
Downtown Eastside was where she wanted to 
be. She could feel the history that lay in the 
stones of venerable buildings like the 
Carnegie Library, and sense the power of the 
community's collective memories. Maybe, 
late at night, she could hear the voices of an 
earlier generation singing, "Hold the fort for 
we are coming!" 
Also, Libby had been influenced by her 

parents. At home the family would listen to 
the world news together, and then they would 
discuss it in the framework of a social vision 
that included justice. 

She returned to university that fall, but was 
back in the Downtown Eastside in the 
summer of 1973 on another OFY grant. This 
time she was part of a group that started a 

newspaper whlch gave a voice to the ne~gh- 
bourhood. Appropriately, the paper was called 
the Downtown East. 

At the end of the summer Libby didn't return 
to university, but continued with the news- 
paper, which joined DERA in January 1974. 

During the summer of '73, the people who 
worked on the Downtown East learned that 
Bruce Eriksen was an artist. They decided to 
ask him for some cartoons for the paper, and . - 

because he had a reputation of being a growly 

bear, they sent polite, twenty year old Libby 
Davies to talk to the fierce crusader. 
Libby accepted the task with trepidation, but 

she did ask Eriksen for some cartoons, and he 
replied in a growly way that he would think 
about it. A week later, he showed up at the 
office of the Downtown East, and presented 
the paper with the cartoons that had been so 
charmingly requested. 

That was how Eriksen and Davies met. 
They have been together for over twenty 
years, and their son, Leif, is a secondary 
school student in Vancouver. 

Libby observed that there was more to Bruce 
Eriksen than the combative street fighter. He 
was an excellent gardener, woodcutter and 
artist - a caring man who knew from the 
depths of his being what a person, who wasn't 
born with a silver spoon, was up against in 
this world. 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued) 



FOUR 
CORNERS 
Community Savings 

"The new name of our community bank is 
Four Corners Community Savings," Glen - 
Clark, provincial Minister of Employment 
and Investment, announced at a community 
meeting on February 24th. 
Terry Desjarlais won $100 for submitting 

the name. The number four has deep roots in 
First Nations traditions, and Terry said he was 
thinking of the four seasons and the four 
corners or Main and Hastings. 

Lorelei Hawkins also talked of the 
importance of the number four in First 
Nations traditions, mentioning the four 
colours of the human family (red, brown, 

The Downtown Eastside is a 
Community 

"If you call this place skid road, you create 
those (negative) attitudes. But if you call it a 
community and start perceiving it that way ... 
that it's a community that nurtures ... and cares 
for itselt:, then all ofa  sudden you're convey- 
ing to the rest of the city and the province that 
it (the Downtown Eastside) has all the dimen- 
sions of any other community. 
"The ability to respond is here. People are 

much less far apart than in other areas ... And 
people do care; there's lots of heart. And 
really, the most damaging things come from 
people on the outside. They do come here, do 
exploit. It's skid road - or however else they 
want to perceive it." 

John Turvey 
(Hastings & Main, p. 157-58) 

black & white), the four elements, the four 7. 
parts of our being, and the four directions. 
In a moving presentation, Amalia Dorigoni 

said the Four Comers is the meeting place of 
our new bank. It represents "the four 
directions of the aboriginal wheel - our 

COMMUNITY SAVINGS 

children to the east, our youth to the south, 
our adults to the west, and our elders to the 
north. It represents, also, the four comers of 
our material strenbqh - our working together 
in community, government, labour and 
commerce. 
"Four comers that are necessary for building 

true community are responsibility, 
commitment, hard work and love - love of 
one another, not in spite of our differences, 
but because of our differences - love with a 
meaning of tolerance, patience and good will 
for each other. From these four corners we 
send a message of social change, for now we 
will make money work for people instead of 
the other way around. 
"The Four Comers are the heart of our 

neighbourhood and of our community spirit." 



- 
His arm was in ribbons and blood was pour- 
ing from a loony-sized puncture wound in his 
rump. Immediately 3 or 4 staff tended to his 
wounds & probably prevented him from 
bleeding to death. He was a street person and 
unknown to us. (He actually returned a few 
days later to thank us. This is unusual.) 

Countless times our Security women and 
men have gone far beyond the bounds of their 
responsibilities to help, like giving mouth-to- 
mouth to an aged male in the middle of Main 
St. traffic, who had been hit by a car. 
(Unfortunately, he later died.) 
They've extended the Carnegie boundary to 

all four corners of Main & Hastings, helping 

I N F O  INSIGHT 

It's time to toss you a few positives re: our 
beleaguered security staff. I believe that some 
people think that all they do is harass or pick 
on people. E.g. Have you been drinking? No 
smoking on this floor! Please take your feet 
off the benches (seats). Sorry, no transfers. 
No we don't store things here. No we don't 
have free food. Do not use our washrooms to 
shoot up! Don't spit on the floor! No 
gambling allowed. 3 minutes on the phone. 
etc,etc,etc 

We don't make up the rules and really, they 
are not tough to comply with. Some people 

people who have fallen or been beaten. They 
have been in the middle of these busy streets, 
directing traffic or breaking up fights. 
They don't ask for applause or even thanks; 

they consider it part of their job and accept 
the consequences of their actions. 
What consequence? At present one full- 

timer is on WCB with a broken hip. Another 
was punched in the face several times by the 
companion of an intoxicated female who was 

- being asked to leave. Stitches required. 
code of conduct we have, and because of that We have been spit on and kicked, stabbed at 
we may ask them to leave.,, with knives and bottles; several times per day 

What you don't hear about is how many our lives are threatened. Most threats 
times a year we actually save someone's life. (thankfully) are not carried out, but when 
For instance, 4 times in the last year our sec- someone says "I'm going to get you (knife 
urity found someone in the last stage of life you, shoot you)!" it stays with you for more 
from overdosing. It's a terrible and shocking than a day. You are always watching your 
sight to find someone turning blue as their back (and front). 
vital organs stop working. In each case our Many of our staff live in this area and 
crew performed life-saving first aid until the obviously the stress level is extremely high, 
ambulance arrived. even after work or on days off. 

It would be easy to just wait but our people We don't ask much, but one thing we should 
don't think like that. have garnered by now is respect for a difficult 

A year ago a man was stabbed and was job well done. 
brought into the Centre by an off-duty staff. By JOHN FERGUSON 



PORTLAND HOTEL GETS NEW HOME 

"We are writing to extend a massive thank 
you for the letter of support that you sent to 
the City, in reference to a new home for the 
Portland Hotel residents. 
"Your efforts paid off and on January 3 I st 

City Council voted unanimously to make the 

WANNA BE 
A NEIGHBOURHOOD HELPER 

It is nice to remember why the Carnegie 
Learning Centre came into being. There were 
several people in need of others to help them 
write letters, responses to government forms, 
and help with advocacy problems. Some of 
them couldn't read their welfare forms. They 
were our 'but for the grace of god there go I' 
kind of people. 
The Learning Centre has grown but is still 

here tor those people who can't read very 
well, if at all. And there are some who can't 
write, or can barely sign their names. 

20 W.Hastings site available. 
"Thank you for taking the time and trouble to 

write; on behalf of the Portland Hotel Society, 
DERA and its executive director, Barb 
Daniel, and most of all the residents who have 
made the hotel their home." 

The above letter, signed by Liz, Kerstin and 
Mark, came a little while ago. On Feb.24 the 
dream of a new Portland Hotel was finalised 
by Premier Mike Harcourt. He came to a 
celebration in the 'lobby', announcing the 
funding from 3 or 4 ministries - what sounded 
like a real scrummage between Housing, the 
Attorney-General, Health & Social Services. 
He especially thanked Cassie Doyle for her 

hard work in pulling this together. Decent. 

If you are a wanderer around the Downtown 
Eastside and drop in at the 44, Crabtree, the 
Sally Ann or the church, it would be helpful if 
you would tell people who don't have literacy 
skills (reading, writing, ...) that we still teach 
them here at Carnegie. 

By DORA SANDERS 

GAY and LESBIAN 
Drop-in 

1st & 3rd Thursday of each month 

Pottery Room 
Carnegie Community Centre 

401 Main Street 



W & ~ W D O W & W & ~ W ' W  @ 
Joe Hill Music - all rights reserved. 

You must know someone like him, he was tall & strong & lean 
Body like a greyhound, mind so sharp & keen 
But his heart, ust like a laurel, grew twisted on itself 
'ti1 almost everything he did brought pain to someone else 

(Chorus) 
It's not just what you're born with, it's what you choose to bear 
It's not how large your share is, but how much you choose to share 
It's not the fights you dream of, but those you really fought 
It's not just what you're given, but what you do with you've got. 

For what's the use of two strong legs if you only run away 
What good is the finest voice if you've nothing good to say 
What good are strength & muscles if you only push & shove 
What's the use of two good ears if you can't hear those you love 
(Chorus) 
Between those who use their neighbours & those who use a cane 
Between those in constant power & those in constant pain 
Between those who run to evil & those who cannot run 
Tcll me which ones are the cripples & which ones touch the sun 
(Chorus) 
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. . . maybe when hell freezes over? 
The building at 8 Cordova will be 120 feet 

high, according to one informant. They're 
calling it "Heritage" of course - whose 
heritage they're not saying. "Heritage" is on 
the auction block - for sell to the highest 
bidders in a real estate boardgame called , 

capitalism. 
But it's not cool to name the system - in fact 

it's embarrassing to think all we do is buy & 
sell our "heritage" but that's what it amounts 
to - of course it's not us buying & selling, it's 
always "them", the suits, & wherever the 
body lies, that's where the vultures gather. 

when I avoid going to meetings, my friends On the waterfront, according to one of my 
secret unpaid informants, the provincial gov- 

it. Then I ask other people what's going on & ernment is proposing a 10,000-person capaci- 
I get different opinions about what's happen- ty Trade & Convention centre on top of the 
ing - it's all very confusing. I remember when one we already have... wel), it's not going to 
I used to go to meetings regularly & some- be built right on top of it & that's the problem 
times I'd see it written up in the papers or on really. It's going to take up a lot of space right 
TV & it would never be the way I saw it. next to Crab Park. Add to this an international 
Sometimes I could hardly believe they were hotel, & another cruise ship terminal, & you 
describing the same event. get an idea of the social & environmental im- 
The condos that are going up at 8 Cordova pact we'll probably hear very little about. The 

are just the flying wedge they hit you with be- boys in suits always come in & dominate 
fore the linebackers storm through the open- everything with their charts & models, dazzle 
ing and make their real estate touchdowns. you with promises, & it's good-bye 
The empty space gathering dust in the Wood- alternative possibilities. 
wards' building is sitting on hold until they To give you an idea of the difficulty of really 
can shift their "stakeholders" into position. knowing what's going on, one person I know 

How come we're not stakeholders? ... Well, says it's "carved in stone", & the other one 
we haven't staked a claim in the commercial who attended the meeting (City Hall, Feb. 16) 
territo ry... we aren't Gastown businessmen by says it's so unsettled that alternative sites, like 
any stretch of the imagination - in fact, we are North Van, are still being considered. 
mostly the opposite. The line is drawn at Rumour has it that a casino will be in the 
Carrall St. & we want Woodwards ... talk hotel anyway, but it will be the good old non- 
about snowballs in hell! What chance does profit take for the provincial govt. & city hall 
residency have of establishing a territory? variety that would mean Carnegie & other 



City Hall-funded amenities would be 
"stakeholders" & this would be interpreted as 
a trickle-down effect, so the community 
would seem to be deriving some benefit from 
this project ... smoke & mirrors, ladies & 
gents.. . keep your eye on the winning number! 

I smell hypocrisy, but then I think I'm 
getting used to that smell. 
Ray Spaxman, that indomitable study & 

report writer, is at it again. He's doing a feas- 
ibility report for the province. It'll be ready 2 
weeks from now, they say (are they fast- 
tracking or what?) & Ray will present it to 
Glen Clarke, but it won't be made public.. 
(heard from undercover Crabheads) 

Someone else told me they just invited 
Gastown "stakeholders" to this Feb. 16 meet- 
ing. It's true - they're all holding stakes but 
should this be considered a virtue? Many of 
those stakes are destined to be driven into 
selected targets in the D.E.S. once Glen gives 
the go-ahead for more world class wawa. 
It's a glitzy game, mister & missus recipient, 

almost like Rig Steve's hot tub & poolside 
resort casino, & not as much fun. This thing's 
being built so the local rich can mix & mingle 
with the international rich & decide what kind 
of stake should be driven when & where. 

Meanwhile, our humble little bird-marsh is 
face to face with a 30-60 foot wide concrete 
walkway cruising in from The Ozone, where 
home-grown suits meet suits from star wars. 
The birds & people of the D.E.S.;- their 

nests & flight patterns are disregarded, their 
habits & attitudes criticized, their familys 
impacted & disoriented ... who is going to pay 
for this? Taxes is going to pay & you know 
who is paying taxes - certainly not 
corporations. 
At this point, it may be worthwhile to digress 

into a little paranoia & recall Mussolini's 
definition of "fascism". Mussolini invented it, 
& he called it "corporatism". In some diction- 
arys, according to one of my unpaid literary 
agents, "fascism" is defined as "government 
by big business." 
Of course, this is just an appendix scar left 

over from an operation that removed the 
concept from the application, so now we have 
world-wide fascisin under another name. 
We could run a "Name the Closet Fascist" 

contest. My entry would be "real estate agent" 
because these guys who play with propertys 
are bending everybody's life, & they have no 

God-given right to do so. 
They can wave all the maps & licenses they 

have at us, make obscure semi-truthful state- 
ments at meetings & dress like pimps if they 
want, but that still doesn't make it a good idea 
to condo-ize & capitalize & ignore the people 
who can't even get directly to their park. 
In fact, it looks like this park will be sub- 

sumed by provincial government initiatives. 
... a hotel? Will we be able to rent a room in 



13. 
it? ... a business & convention centre? Will 
there be any business or convention for us? 
... and what else? Oh yeah, a bigger & better 
cruiseship terminal ... will there be any 
international cruises for us? 
The answer is always no.. but how about a 

split on gambling proceeds for your social 
programs. Gee Whizz! That sounds good to 
Mikey; after all, our Premier is faced with an 
enormous provincial debt (20 billion at last 
count). 
But is this deal, being made in our name, 

really what we want or need? Or does it just 

perpetuate the old social-program response to 
people they classify as "the poor"; won't this 
just keep them poor? 

It's alright to be poor, for those who can 
afford it, & especially for those who can 
enjoy it ... but those suits aren't the bad guys 
just because they're rich. No. It's because 
they're so grabby & snotty & reactionary that 
we hate them ... It's an attitude problem 
passed down through history, PL who's going 
to change it? Certainly not me. 

TORA 

date on the Hubble Telescope and 
. . 

. . 
. . -.. 

r Levy 9, seen from Mt. Olivar, 
to crash into Jupiter. It did. 

axinaris, on Earth, would stretch 
couver to Montreal. 

as a plutonium power plant. 

ble needs glasses. 
Taum 



Paul Martin Had-a-Dad 

Paul Martin had a dad 
Who was more progressive than the son he had 
Each man had the very same name 
Each man shot to Cabinet fame 

Martin Senior had no doubt 
He knew what the Liberals were all about 
Keep the NDP and Tories at bay 
Bring in a social program / a little a day 

Martin Junior came to power 
At a very different hour 
NDP and Tories had but eleven seats 
The Reformers now were the ones to beat 
And the very rich who ran the land 
Dealt the Liberals a different hand 

"Cut the deficit" they shouted 
"And let's have no nonsense about it! 
Show no compassion to the poor; 
Give them less, don't give them more!" 

So Paul Martin knew this was the time 
To cut social programs line by line 
He knew that he must show the way 
And he would on budget day 
So Paul Martin had a dad who was more 

Imagine the Downtown Eastside 
It's not hard to do 
10,000 lively neighbours 
Including children too. 

Imagine all the people 
living to the max 

Imagine there's no condos 
You can do it if you try 
No yuppies beside us 
Crab Beach with a clean tide 

Imagine all the people 
speaking with one voice 

(CHORUS) 
You may say I'm a dreamer 

But Hastings has more than one 

I hope someday you will support us 

and our struggle will be won 

Imagine no evictions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for drugs or hunger 
Community gardens are the plan 

lmagine all the people 
growing their own food 

(CHORUS REPEATED) 



COMMUNITY ORGANlSlNG 15. 
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POPULAR EDUCATION 

Fredy Morales and Montserrat Fernandez 
arrived in Vancouver from Nicaragua. They'd 
come to "exchange ideas, experiences and 
skills with organisers here and contribute to 
the skill base in community organising using 
popular education techniques." 

At the Canadian end were several people co- 
ordinating the entire tour, contacting people in 
the Downtown Eastside, the Latin American 
community, health professions, international 
solidarity, First Nations, environmental 
activists.. asking for people interested in being 
part of a 3 112 day workshop. 

The sponsoring group was Tools For Peace 
and at the end of the preliminary work, 58 
people applied and 35 were selected. 

lntroductions began as a "dynamic" - each 
person wrote their own epitaph; a line or 
phrase that expressed how they'd like to be 
remembered. People read each other's, 
grouped with similar-minded people, and 
reported to the group. 

Popular education sounds pretty general, 
even vague, but that soon ended with the 
"dynamic" of making key concepts into word 
puzzles, finding those with the other jigs in the 
puzzle, and exploring the words in the natural 
group formed. Concepts like Power, Commu- 
nity, Community Development, Leadership, 
Participation, Democracy, Community Organi- 
sing and Popular Education all provided a 
basic question for our work - "What is our 
role in our community?" 

The next "dynamic" involved writing down 
dreams, visions of ideals, and these too were 
grouped by similarities. People gathered, read 
& pointed out those they identified with. 

Interspersed with each "dynamic" was the 
theory & purpose of such exercises, how they 
were usefir1 on several levels to break down 
the isolation between people in communities 
and how such aids brought about that most 
dynamic experience - learning from others and 
about yourself. 
The process was soon revealed to be popular 

education - learning by doing instead of the 
"banking theory" of education where you have 
an empty head waiting for an expert to 
graciously fill you up with knowledge. 

It was an incredible balance between simplic- 
ity and a complex series of parts working 
toget her. 

An example was the "Systematization of the 
Dialectical Method of Understanding" and the 
questions, in plain language - 
1. What do we want to do? 
2. What do we want to do it for? 



3.  How do we do it? 
- gather info, organise it, analyse it, apply it, 
inform and involve the community, outcomes, 
alternatives, action plans, evaluate. 

As each day passed, the initial feeling of 
being 40 isolated people also passed away. 
The group from the Downtown Eastside was 
the largest from one area, and is pictured here. 

Fredy and Montserrat came to the neigh- 
bourhood on two separate days, following the 
intensive workshop. Each day saw about 20 
people from community groups and local 
activists. As with the 3 112 day workshop, the 

THE FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL 
LIST OF PEOPLE MURDERED BY 
THE CHRISTIAN GOD DIRECTLY 
OR THROUGH HIS COMMAND, 
ACCORDING TO THEIR BIBLE. 

The entire population of the earth except for 
eight survivors (Genesis 7:23). 
Every inhabitant of Sodom and Gomorrah 
except for one family (Genesis 19:24). 
Every first born of Egypt (Exodus 12:29). 
All the hosts of the Pharaoh, including the 
captains of 600 chariots (Exodus 14:27,28). 
Amalek and his people (Exodus 17:11,16). 
3,000 lsraelites (Exodus 32:27). 
250 Levite princes who had challenged the 
leadership of Moses (Numbers 16:l-40). 
14,700 Jews in a plague who had rebelled 
against Moses following the killing of the 
princes (Numbers 16:41-49). 

purpose here was to show each person "our 
willingness and our attitude to change in our 
daily life. We can, at any given moment, have 
a view of the world that is super-advanced, 
revolutionary, transformative, radical and 
modern, but if our own personal process in life 
is conservative, this view of the world doesn't 
mean anything in reality." 

The efforts of Montserrat & Fredy to awaken 
this intuitive core will be remembered and 
acted upon by many. It was an experience. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

All the people of Bashan, including the king 
Og (Numbers 21 :32-36). 
24,000 Israelites who lived with Moabite 
women (Numbers 25:4,9). 
All the males, kings, and non-virgin females 
of ihe ivlidicrniies. (Numbers 31 :i-18). 
The Ammonites (Deuteronomy 2:19-21). 
The Horims (Deuteronomy 2:22). 
All the citizens of Jericho, except for a 
prostitute and her family (Joshua 6:17-25). 
12,000 citizens of Ai. (Joshua 8: 25) 
Joshua hung the king on a tree. (Joshua 8: 
29). 
All the people of Makkedah (Joshua 10:28). 
All the people of Libnah (Joshua 10:29,30) 
All the people of Gezer (Joshua 10:33). 
All the people of Lachish (Joshua 10:32). 
All the people of Eglon (Joshua 10:34, 35). 
All the people of Hebron (Joshua 10:36, 37). 
50,000 men for looking into a forbidden "ark" 
(1 Sam. 6:lg) 
42 children killed by bears for teasing a 
bald guy. (2 Kings 2: 23) 
70,000 Israelites by pestilence. (1Chron. 
21:14) 
120,000 Judeans (I1 Chronicles 28). 
75,000 Persians (Esther 9:16). 
Discriminate slaughter. (Ezekial 9: 6) 

Isn't he just a swell guy? 0 



Once I found myself wandering the streets at 
midnight, homeless and destitute. Thinking of 
nothing else to do, I went to St.Pau17s hospital 
and entered the reception area. Explaining to 
the nurse in charge that I would mop halls, 
sterilize instruments, make doctors coffee, 
anything for a place to sleep. She told me 

Q[ bluntly, "We normally don't house homeless "w vagrants, but I'll make you a deal: this cold 
weather has delayed our cardiology surgeon 
and a patient in Operating Room 2A 
desperately needs triple by-pass. If you scrub 
up and do it you can have the couch in here 
until morning." 
"It's a deal!" I declared gleefully. 
Grinning ear to ear I proceeded up the 

elevator to Operating Room 2A. Needless to 
say I botched it badly - nurse fired, patient 
dead, me charged with manslaughter. 
Next time I will sleep outside ... it's not 

I worth the trouble. 
By MICHAEL D. 



st-income area 

ROBERT SARTl 
Vancouver Sun 

hey're caught in a vise - 
and it's starting to hurt. 
Residents of Canada's low- 
est-income neighborhood 

are being squeezed by newcomers 
from two different directions at the 
same time, sparking fears that the 
survival of their community is at 
stake. 

It's an ironic predicament for Van- 
couver's Downtown Eastside. 

While an increase in street crime 
is driving down the quality of life of 
residents, a surge of upscale condo 
developments is threatening to 
inflate property values and price 
the old-timers out of their low-rent 
hotels. 

"It's going to be like Expo all over 
again, only worse - even more 
people out on the street," says 
Charlotte Prince, who has lived in 
hotels along East Hastings for the 
past 15 years. 

Prince is a volunteer counsellor 
at the Downtown Eastside 
Women's Centre at 44 East Cordo- 

She says the new condos haven't 
really made their presence felt yet. 

"But to me they are scarier than 
the drug thing," she says. 

"Where are the elderly people' 
going to go? Not on to the street, I 
hope." 

In fact, the number of units of 
pricey private development under 
construction, or being actively con- 
sidered in the area, including 350 
units proposed for the old Wood- 
ward's building, exceeds all the 
social housing built since Expo 86. 

At the same time, more than 
1,000 units of affordable housing - 
hotels and rooming houses - have 
been lost to demolitions or fires, or 
conversions to offices and shops. 

"The survival of the neighbor- 
hood as a low-income area is at 
stake," says Jeff Sommers, an 

block as the lat- BALL BWES urban g e o ~ d ~ h e r  who knocks on 
hotel doors to check up on the old- est condo devel- P W J ~  Charlone t i lers  for a community-service p r e  opment to win 
ject, Neighborhood Helpers. city approval. counsellor in the ''U this trend continues, by the 

Two blocks Downtown 
away, on end of this decade we can expect to 
Alexander, four Eastside'who see a fa, more visible level of home 

wonders how long lessness in this area. It has h a p  office or indus- she*ll have an 
trial buildings in affordable home. pened in every city in North Arneri- 
a row are being ca where the inner city has become 
converted or gentrified." 
have been con- With 8,000 living units in hotels, 
verted to con- the Downtown Eastside contains 
dos. They are the largest single bloc of low-rent 
part of a trend housing in B.C. No other area 
of genhification that is spreading could reasonably absorb such a 
from G~~~~~~ into the ~~~t~~ large displacement. Sommers said. 
Eastside. He said even condo projects built 

pensioner Verna Beaudin has 0" empty lots or in abandoned 
lived in the neighborhood for 45 buildings can lead to homeless- 
years and toiled in most of the neS% because they will affect prop 
hotels as a laundry worker. Nowa- er@ values nearby, encouraging 
days, she is an active volunteer Owners renovate. 
among her peers. He noted that a hotel recently 

m i n g s  are gening worse with sold in the area for a startling 100. 
the drugs and a lot of the older peo perxent more than the owner paid 

are afraid to go out now, espe  for it just 13 months earlier. 
,.ially at night, or they will only go '.With those kinds of increases, 
out in twos and threes, so they ,, how . . long will the owners want to 
donl  get robbed,n says Beaudin. keep their low-income tenants!" he 



asked. 
B.C. Assessment Authority 

records indicate the Winters Hotel 
at Abbott and Water, next door to a 
condo project now under construc- 
tion, sold for $1.1 million in Octe 
ber 1993 and for $2.1 million just 
three months ago. 

New owner Debbie Harcourt 
agreed low-income residents are 
vulnerable as property values 
increase, but she said she owns 
several other hotels in the area and 
is content to renovate them and 
keep them affordable. 

"I think it's terrible when poor 
people are thrown out," said Har- 
court. "You can make a profit with- 
out throwing people out." 

Feelings in the community were 
buffeted recently when Port of Van- 
couver head Ron Longstaffe told a 
meeting the Downtown Eastside 
would cease to exist in 10 or 15 
years. 

Longstaffe told The Vancouver 
Sun later he meant only that 
change is going on in all parts of 
the city, not that the low-income 
residents would be displaced. 

A Port plan to 
build a giant Las 
Vegas-style casino 
on the central 
waterfront was 
shelved last year 
after it spMed 
widespread com- + 

munity opposition. 
The critics feared 
low-cost housing 
would be convert- 
ed to tourist 
accommodation 
- a replay of 
Expo 86. 

The Port is currently planning a 
major new redevelopment to serve 
the tourist industry. A series of 
planning drawings by community 
members on what they would like 

in condo vise 
to see on the waterfront were office on Powell Street and a condo 
viewed recently by Premier Mike upstairs, he looks forward to a time 
Harcourt and will go on public di* when the neighborhood encom- 
play starting Feb. 27 at the : passes "people from all back- 
Carnegie Community Centre. , grounds living together, from those 

Community groups are pressing who need to eat at the SOUP 
for a city and provincial policy that kitchens to those who buy their cof- 
would guarantee replacement of fee from Starbucks-" 
any low-cost housing lost directly Rositch, a mmber  of the city 
or indirectly to development. council-appointed Safer City Task 

The god seems further off since Force, isn't convinced property val- 
the federal government during the ues will rise out of sight when 
Mulroney years dropped out of the upscale development comes in. 
business of building social housing. "But we have to make sure it 
The provincial government has [development] doesn't trample the 
tried to pick UP the slack, but the rights of the people in the S R O ~  
rate of new construction is in I [single-room-occupancy hotels] ." 
decline. 

I He said he and his staff are mak- 
Deputy city planning director 1 ing a positive contribution to the 

Larry Beasley says the city is corn- community by regularly cleaning 
mitted to preserving the low- ' 

the alley behind their building and 
income community. chasing off drug dealers. 

"Our job is to adjust city policies 
to ensure they remain," ~eas ley 
said. 

"It's our responsibility. But don't 
forget, the community has a lot of 
advocates to make sure those 
needs are not forgotten." 

Beasley said the city has devel- 
oped several methods of saving 
low-income housing in the 
Granville South development zone, 
and some of these could be tried in 
the Downtown Eastside. 

These include everything from 
purchases of some hotels to con- 
struction of new social housing to 
giving developers density bonuses 
to allow them to build a bigger 
building on one site if they protect 
affordable housing on another. 

He said he could see a mix of 
people living in the Downtown 
Eastside, with an influx of better-off 
individuals looking for an urban 
lifestyle - "not the traditional mid- 
dleclass suburban, two cars in the 
garage, with the big backyard." 

Bryce Rositch fits that descrip 
tion. An architect with a store-front 

It k going to be like 
Expo all over again, 
only worse - even 
more people out on 

the street. 

CHARLOllE PRINCE 



Editor, 
While the Gambling Expansion issue is still 

an important one in the public's mind, 
perhaps you would consider publishing the 
enclosed letter by Jenny Wai Ching Kwan, a 
civic representative who is caring enough of 
Vancouverites to publicly defy the power of 
Corporate Wealth in order to warn her fellow 
citizens of the dangers facing them if the 
projected Gaming Expansion is allowed to 
take place. 

Elizabeth Glendale and Wm (Bill) Burns 

Dear Bill and Elizabeth, 

Thank you for your efforts in fighting the commercial casino issue. The result is a good demonstration of 
how the grassroots community can prevail at the end of the day. 

Further to our meeting on the for-profit gaming expansion issue, it is my opinion that, while the major 
casino question has been laid to rest for now, it remains a real threat to us should the Liberal Party become ' 

our Provincial Government. On Friday, October 2 1, 1994, MLA Gary Farrell-Collins came to City Hall 
and spoke on behalf of the Liberal Party. I asked Mr. Farrell-Collins: "If the Liberals were elected, would 
they legalise commercial casinos across the Province even though they know it would have devastating 
impacts on its residents; even though, for example, 49% of the people say no?' His answer was a strong 
and swift yes, camouflaged by the notion that they would let the people and the Municipalities decide on 
whether or not they want it. 

While this may sound good on the surface, what it really amounts to is a means of "passing the buck." By 
legislating coinmercial casinos across the Province, it is a matter of time until pressure, temptation and 
greed take over. It is also an open invitation to the "Steve Wynns of the world" to keep coming back. That 
kind of threat and pressure is something that we don't need. 

You will notice also that the motions this council passed are also based along the Liberals' stance. In my 
view, Council should simply say no to expanded gaming if there are any negative impacts to our residents. 
We have already heard from our people, and we don't need to make them go through the same exercise 
again should there be a change in the provincial government. To this end I tried to move amendments to 
make the motions stronger and definitive. Unfortunately, all those amendments were defeated. So, while 
the casino question is temporarily put to rest, the threat of it resurrecting is still looming over us. 

One important question that has arisen is what is going to happen to our waterfront now,. We need to be 
working towards a waterfront project that defines Vancouver in a positive way and that supports rather 
than ruins the surrounding community. 

Respectfully, 
Jenny Wai Ching Kwan, Councillor 



- - - - - - - - - m a  

TLY-FUNDED SERVICES I APPRECIATE 
Explain briefly on this coupon or in a separate letter. ,d M 

------------ ?---- We'll print a sample of your entries. In a random draw, three entrants will 
receive a copy of When All You've Ever Wanted isn't Enough, by Harold 
Koshner (allhough it may be a little like preaching to the convertod). 

Name: ........................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................ Address: ; 

m 
t 

Telephone: .....................................................!.............................................. 
m - 

Mail your entry to Selvices, c/o Douglas Todd, Safurday Review. The I 
m 

Vancouver Sun, 2250 Granville St., Vancouver, 8.C. V6H 3G2. - 
m 

Or fax it to: 2 
I 

This appeared in the Vancouver Sun. It was the balance that wasn't present when a similar 
coupon appeared on the front page; the first coupon saying "If you agree with NO MORE TAXES 
mail or fax (the coupon) to the (rabid/Reformer)/reporter." It had the propaganda about the 
deficitJdebt and "Cut spending..not my income" with notbing, of course, about both being the 
result of tax breaks given to wealthy individuals & corporations and the high interest rates charged 
by private banks... all of which recently reported record profits while people are going hungry in 
the cold. Needless to say, the fax machine at the Sun ran 24 hours a day for 3 days. 
Please take the time to fill this out and send a copy to the address or fax number at the bottom. 

We need to keep responding to this hype of the rabid rich, to the Conrad Blacks and Paul Martins 
and Jean Chretiens and Lloyd Axworthys and Gordon Campbells. It is a matter of principle - 
accountability, fairness and honesty. 



Balancing Hardship 

A less revolutionary-looking group than the 
striking home support workers who attended a 
recent rally would be hard to tjnd. They were 
all women, mostly middle-aged, wearing 
casual and inexpensive clothes. They didn't 
speak in union rhetoric. They didn't yell at 
reporters. 
Because these women are health care work- 

ers, much of the attention has been focused on 
their clients - the frail, i l l  or elderly people 
who are dependent on their services. Without 
home care services, many would lose their 
ability to live at home. 

Some people have suggested that health care 
strikes shouldn't be allowed at all, because 
they hurt a vulnerable segment of the public. 
What tends to get overlooked is that health 
care workers themselves are vulnerable. They 
make between $8 and $12 an hour for work 
that is difficult and often emotionally wrench- 
ing. That's less than a college kid gets for 
standing in the road with a flag. 

Most people aren't aware of what home care 
workers do until they need one, and it is a far 
from gla~nourous job. 

It seems that caregivers - home support 
people - are supposed to be caring and giving, 
even if it means not making a living wage or 
standing up for themselves. This is complete- 

ly unreasonable, as it is pitting the needs of 
the client against those of the worker. 
This is a senior's issue, a women's issue, 

and a major headache for the provincial and 
h a 1  governments. Health care reform is 

corning, and with it more emphasis on 
community and home care, which is cheaper 
than hospital care. 

Victoria has been accused of downloading 
its financial problems to regions. How long 
before regions find themselves downloading 
them on to staff! 

- from Peace Arch News 

"But let's be careful please. In the U.S., 
the Republicans, who hold the balance of 
power, plan to attack that country's 
problems with a series of cuts that would 
appall most Canadians. Among the more 
vivid is a proposal to eliminate welfare for 
single teenaged mothers - to encourage 
them to marry." 

I (Peace Arch Newsl 



Guerrilla Media is mad as hell and we're not taking it any more 

?'he Vancoz~wr Sun and The Globe (e Mail were shown to be Glrb and Smug today (Feb.23) by 
Gue~rilla Media (GM), a group of direct-action media critics. In the early hours of the morning, 75 media 
monkey-wenchers legally accessed Globe and Sun coin boxes and wrapped over 8,000 copies of the two 
dailies with copies of The Glib (e Stale and The Vancouver Smug. 
"We wanted to show that there are real alternatives to the mainstream media's demands for cuts to the 

social safety net," explained Gh4 spokesperson Nott M'Naim. 
Pages One and Four of the papers satirically point up the media's reporting frenzy over the so-called tax 

revolt and its repeated assertion that social spending cuts are the only way to deal with the deficit. 
Putting the budget debate into context, Pages Two and Three analyse the consequences off and the 

alternatives to social program cutting. The summaty of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and 
CHO!CES' Alternative Budget is a made-in-Canada solution to combating the debt and deficit. It allows 
government to renew and improve social programs. The New Zealand article debunks that country's 
"miracle recovery" - after ten years of hack-and-slash policies New Zealand's social safety net has been 
decimated, while its debt has more than tripled, rising from $1 1 billion in 1984 to $38 billion today. 

"Big-business-funded, right-wing 'think' tanks and 'economically correct' interest groups are calling for 
the lowering of corporate taxes and the dismantling of every democratic social program that makes this 
country a fair and humane society. When these groups get ink day after day Canadians should ask "Just 
whose interests are the media serving?" asserted M'Naim. 

GM has previously Stumped the Vancouver Sun over greenwashing of forestry issues; Glibbed the 
Globe R Mad for promoting the neoconservative leftovers called "free" trade; and supplemented the 
news-lite diet of Prowwe readers with I'rovrdenceal fibre about the irresponsible media coverage of 
welfare fraud 

* 
GM wants to increase awareness of the media's role as lapdogs to our society's elites, and to foster 

critical discussion of social justice issues in our society. 





WE'RE GOING TO TALK ABOUT IT? 

Health care? ... Legalizing drugs? ... Hey, let's 
talk about it! Let's see.. .health care: -if it's 
medicine ("medication") it's good, & if it's 
poison, it's bad ... 

So, is heroin, cocaine, hasheesh, marijuana, 
"extasy", acid, mushrooms & all that stuff 
that's now 'illegal' ... is it actually 'medicine'? 
Are people into using these substances 

because they are attempting (whether the 
attempt works or not) to heal themselves of 
something they think of as a worse threat to 
themselves than any conventional "disease"..? 
We call these conditions dis-eases, that is: 
something that takes away our natural ease or 
comfortable feeling about ourselves. 

Stress, anxiety & boredom are components 
of life that conventional thinking enhances & 
magnifys to the point where life begins to 
seem stupid, pointless, & hardly worth living. 
How is this done? All our lives we are 
surrounded with conventional thinkings & 
attitudes that tend to drown out the far-off 
voice inside (instinct? conscience?) - the 
inner-directed person responds to inner 
signals, usually called "feelings", & these 
feelings often drive such a person to quit jobs, 
stop paying mortgages, avoid bureaucracy, 
drop out, live on welfare, hang out in streets 
& bars, drink a lot of alcohol & do illegal 
drugs. 
Sometimes these "feelings" are right & the 

therapies that are available are the ones 
people get their hands on first, & use, out of 
desperation 
They are desperate to heal themselves, if only 
for one night or a few hours; then they want it 
permanently & become addicted. 

You can get addicted to anything if your 

habits are way out of proportion to the rest of 
your life. The Coroner & Health Dept head 
recommend the decriminal isation of heroin. 
The governments, both local & provincial, 
have said nothing, but people in the 
community think a dialogue is about to begin. 

We'll believe it when we see it. 
If this "decriminalisation" only deals with 

heroin, & not the whole range of illcgal drugs 
available, it won't have much effect. Cocainc 
is more addictive than heroin. It is more 
widely used & extreme abuse leads to 
uncontrollable body movements & strange 
obsessions like "tweaking", or tearing the 
environment apart in  a mad search for coke 
that the user thinks must be hidden nearby. 
If we decriminalised the stuff people shoot, 

it would eliminate all this shooting up in 
washrooms, doorways & alleys, because users 
could just take their hit home with them with 
no fear of being busted on the way. 

Don't get the idea that decriminalising 
heroin in itself will "clean up" the 
neighbourhood. We could create a situation 
where heroin was legally sold under a 
doctor's prescription, while people are still 



being hassled & busted for marijuana. 
My feeling is that marijuana & hasheesh 

should be decriminalised first, while coke, 
heroin & various kinds of pills should be 
made available under medical supervision, so 
that keeping healthy is maintained if at all 
possible. 

Also, these throw-away needles are a big 
problem. It might be better if the 
decriminalised junky carried his own personal 
needle in a case with sterilisation equipment 
included. There wouldn't be so much 
temptation to just throw it away. 
Decriminalised users might gain a little pride 
in themselves, developing personally 
designed needles with their names engraved 
on them, or something - anyway, it will be 
interesting to hear people talk about this when 
they believe it might actually happen. 

Would undercover narcotics agents be 
considered "part of the community" at 
meetings held to discuss this topic? Would 
the police opinion be considered "expert" & 

the opinions of others be just a series of 
speeches nobody remembers? 

Would bible-thumpers & moralists of 
various kinds be allowed to harangue us with 
their finger-wagging, do-gooder, tire & 
brimstone style of guilt mongering? Will their 
opinions be democratically equal to the 
opinions of long-term users? Will the 
successful long-term use of illegal drugs be 
recognised as the valuable resource of first- 
hand information that it is? Or will we have 
doctors & psychiatrists quoting from clinical 
textbooks? 

Will the heavy-duty crime syndicates & 
biker gangs & money-launderers sabotage 
meetings & lobby or threaten politicians to 
back oft? If decriminalisation goes ahead, it 

means that enormous sums of money will 
disappear through the fingers of heavy-duty 
criminals & wind up in government hands. 
When this happens a lot of people will get hot 
about it, & then we'll see the sparks fly! 

But let's not be intimidated - these uses of 
substances must find their place in society. 
The truth is, we already have a drug-oriented 
culture ... it's much more widespread than 
most people think. I'm sure judges & lawyers 
& businessmen who get stoned in various 
ways will breathe a sigh of relief when 
decriminalisation finally takes a hold. It's not 
just the down-&-out who are at risk in a 
criminalised society. 
Finally, the definition of "health" could 

become more realistic. In fact the ancient 

Greek definition of good health might come 
back into style - they defined it as "balance" ... 
a little bit of this & a little bit of that, where 
all the physical & psychological needs of an 
individual work together to create a satisfying 
state of existence. 

TORA 



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, loam - 6pm. 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9am - 8pm every day. 
YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6pm-2am 
ACTIVITIES (except Mondays, 6pm-midnight) 
SOCIETY I 
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11 March 

NEED HELP ? 
The 

can 

Downtown Easlslde Residents' Association 

help you with: 

any wellare problem 
@ Inlormation on legal rights 
a disputes with landlords 
a unsafe living conditions - 
a income tax 
a UIC problem 

finding housing 
opening a bank account 

Come Into the D'ERA office a, 9 East Hastings St. 
of phone us at 662-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN . . EASTSIDE 

FOR 20 YEARS 



To Destrov Low-Income Homes streets. It has happened in every city in North 
U 

Is Inhuman America where upscale development has 
invaded the inner city. 
Not only homes are destroyed with the 

To destroy the homes of low-income citizens dispossession of inner city residents. A circle 
in a city where low-cost rental 
accommodation is practically non-existent is 

of friends is destroyed. A neighbourhood is 
. destroved - Vancouver's oldest 
mhuman. 
This is happening in the Downtown 

Eastside. More than 2000 units of low-cost 
housing have been lost since Expo 86, and 
only a few hundred new units of affordable 
social housing have been built. 
If this trend continues, we will see 

increasing numbers of homeless people in our 

neighbourhood - a small world in itself - a 
world that people dispossessed cannot hope to 
rebuild. 
Some of those who lose their homes just die, 

as Olaf Solheim, the 87 year-old former 
logger, died after he was thrown out of the 
Patricia Hotel after residing there for 40 
years. 
A few leave town. Others move to basement 

rooms in strange neighbourhoods but return to 
the Downtown Eastside when they can afford 
the trip, as the homesick return home. 

Still others, who are unable to find 
affordable accommodation, drift into the 
streets as homeless persons. 
The Downtown Eastside has a long tradition 

of fighting against injustice. Who can forget 
the fight for decent jobs at decent wages by 
unemployed workers in the 1930's, the 
struggle to win the Carnegie Community 
Centre, the battle to take back Oppenheimer 
Park, and the persevering campaign to 
establish Crab Park. 
This community is worth fighting for. 

By DOUBLEDRUM MIKE. 

When nothing can be done about our I I problem, we've overlooked something. 
Joe Paul I 



To that "Proud French-Canadian" 
:w eyes WI 

'reedoms. 
Yours, 

Native Ca 

th your nc 

madian 

Human Rights Victory 
* 

Sharon Kravitz was working at Okanagan Wine Shops Limited on Granville Island. Her supervisor was 
Kathleen Ross. Ms. Ross made remarks to Sharon and other staff that were derogatory to Aboriginal 
people and people of other races and ethnic backgrounds. Sharon found these remarks to be offensive and 
poisonous to the work environment. 

In January '93 Ms. Ross told staff to "Please watch the Injuns with the Sherry. I'm sure we 're misszng 
several Private Stock. Sand on top ofrhem while they are in the comer. " 

She also left a note informing staff that: "WE ARE NO I,ONGER SERVING ANY NA7'IVES WHA7'SO 
EVE12 IXIE TO THE FACT 7'HA 7' THEY ARE flEAI,ING ( f i m  us (e other merchants). 110 N07'  I,RT 
THEM IN THE STOHE A 7' A I L  1 "  

Sharon couldn't take this kind of discrimination and left; she also filed a complaint under the BC Human 
Rights Act. 
On February 22, 1995, Okanagan Wine Shops Limited, responsible for the actions of their employee(s), 

got the following order: - cease all discrimination 
- all staff will attend a course on human rights, discrimination & racism in the 

workplace & such attendance will be mandatory for managers & assistant managers (like Ms. Ross) 
- OK Wines has to draft and adopt internal policy on treatment & service of customers 
- OK Wines has to make formal a system where complaints can be lodged & heard 
- OK Wines donates $1,000 to Hey-Way-Noqu Healing Circle for Addictions Society 

(Well done Sister!) 



TIPI WORKSHOP SERIES 

Starting Friday Marclt 10 in the Carnegie Tlteatre I-4pm and every Monday 
& Friday until April 22rtd opening park powwow. Learn about setting up, 
taking down our Carr~egic Tipi 

-tools 
-setting up the inside 
-cutting and ckaitirtg poles 
-1tartds on experience 
-Materials provided 

REGISTER AT THE FIRST MEETING!! 

INSTRUCTOR - HENRY BASIL 
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On January 29, 1995, Edward Gordon 
Nelson died at St.Paul's Hospital in Vancou- 
ver. Many of his friends did not know he was 
taken to hospital on Jan.26 with serious 
injuries. It was difficult to get information on 
the cause off his death, and to this date the 
Coroner's report is still not complete. 

Friends of Eddie met at Carnegie Centre 
and planned a memorial service which took 
place in Carnegie's theatre on Feb. 18. It was 
attend-ed by over 150 people who had known 
Eddie in Vancouver. Two drum groups, 
Turning Robe Singers and Daughters of the 

Wind, attended as well as elders and two 
speakers. Mr. Gordon Nelson and his wife 
Evelyn came from Manitoba to be present at 
the memorial. Mr. Nelson offered prayers and 
songs in his Anisnabe language. 

"We want to remember Eddie in a good 
way, and share our memories with each 
other," said one person. 

Eddie's father was very moved by the 
people at the memorial and before he left to 
return to Winnipeg he said, "My heart is 
lighter know-ing my son was not alone out in 
Vancouver." 

To: Mr. Greg Middleton, 

I am writing to you in regards to your article on "Eddie Nelson, Murder Mystery" on 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 1995. 1 consider myself to be a friend of Eddie Nelson, and I was saddened 
more after reading your article. Your article portrayed my friend as this pathetic "freak" that no 
one wanted to know. You are terribly wrong. I strongly resented the term "freak". I still do. I, - for one, am claiming to know Eddie Nelson. His violent death affected myself, and my children. 
Edward Gordon Nelson was born Oct.5, 1962, which would have made him 32 years old. Eddie 
was not a transvestite. Isn't a transvestite a person who dresses up in the opposite sex's 
clothing? 1 believe the term you were seeking is "two-spirited". 

A number of Eddie's friends got together and put on a memorial for him on Saturday, 
Feb. 18, at the Carnegie Centre. His parents flew in from Winnipeg. It was a beautiful, spiritual 
gathering with First Nations drumming, singing and dancing. There was sharing, caring, and we 
all ate a meal together. I loved Eddie dearly like a brother and friend. It was an honour to know 
him. His presence in my life taught me to keep an open mind, and gently reminded me to stay 
non-judgnental. Eddie was intelligent; he had a degree in the business field. With Eddie's 
values of higher education, he encouraged me through dark times not to quit college last year 
when my problems overwhelmed me. 

With this in closing, I truly feel your article was inaccurate, inappropriate and had total 
disregard for anyone's feelings. 1 am wondering how you would feel if this young man had been 
your brother, your son or good friend? 

Bev Kelly 



BEAUTY WAY 
for Eddie 

On the trail of beauty, 
there you may wander 

Beauty above you 
Beauty below you 
Beauty belzind you 
Beauty before you 

Beauty all arourd you 
Iti tlze IIouse of Happiness 

There mrzy you dwell 

(Navajo Blessing) 

A MEMORY FOR ME 

My Friend; 
I remember the times we sat and chatted, sharing 

hopes and fears with each other. 
Making plans for another day together. 
The brightness of your smile and spirit, 

illuminating the darkness of this life, this day. 
You helped to ease the pain I had, by the sharing 

the pain you've experienced. I miss you. 

I remember 
The times I said "Thank you, for your friendship; 

for the piece of you that you shared." 
Here today, I also remember the times I forgot to say 

"I care." 

And as this tear I ccry for myself falls down my cheek, 
my heart tells me 1'11 miss you. 

But I will hold this memory sweet, forever, near my 
heart you'll stay. 1 still love you in this day. 

Thank you. Creator, for bringing Eddie (Linda) into my 
life. 

Thinking of you this day and always. 



TRANSSEXUALTY 
A MENTAL HANDICAP OR A PHYSICAL DISORDER? 

In the press and other media, there has been a lot of discussion regarding the issue of Gender 
Dysphoria as a mental handicap. Transgendered activists are uniting to fight for justice and 
recognition. 
In the United States, the organization Transgender Nation has been and is lobbying the American 

Psychiatric Association to remove transgenderism from the DSM 111 R's list of mental illnesses. 
At High Risk Project we believe that transgendered people are not mentally ill. Furthermore, we 

also believe that as insured consumers within the medical health care system, as citizens and 
taxpayers, we have the right to medical services specifically related to our gender needs. 

Transsexuals are people who have the gender identity (psyche, mind or feelings) of one sex and the 
body of the other. Transgenderism has been an ancient and persistent part of diversified human 
cultures. Since the early 1800s there have been thousands of documented cases in medical journals. 
It is not surprising to us that the Judeo-Christian Western culture labels us as pathological when we 
transgress the rigid binary gender boundaries, since these boundaries attempt to enforce conformity 
to social norms. Before colonization, transgendered persons in North American society were highly 
regarded and considered shamans. 
How then can we claim to need medical services when we are not sick? In this country an individual 

has the right to express their identity through non-coercive means and may alter their physical 
appearance as desired. 

Our society needs to embrace this kind of diversity rather than concentrating on repression and 
conformity to a norm. Sex is what you are, sexuality is an action on preference, and gander is what 
you feel. It is essential that there be harmony between the body and gender identity for an individual 
to achieve happiness. For most Transsexuals, sex re-assignment surgery is like liberation from a 
prison. The whole issue of why has to do with gender identity - the core feeling of who one is. 
Transsexualism is not a mental disorder. 
However, there are few or no positive laws that establish exactly what legal rights and obligations 

transsexuals have when involved with our social systems or medical services. This lack of recognition 
creates intense alienation and leaves the door open for discrimination in regard to access to those 
services. For the transgendered individual, even simple daily activities of life, such as going to the 
store and getting food, can be very difficult because people see Transsexuals as freaks of nature. 
Coping with intense discrimination, unemployment, poverty, lack of housing and lack of medical 

care specific to our needs--these are the real issues we face. We at High Risk Project find it 
deplorable that the transgendered must ask, "Please may we have the right to exist!" We are now 
demanding our rights. 

A position statement by Sandra Laframboise & Deborah Brady 



Dear Downtown Eastside Doctors: 27 February 1995 

I'm concerned about my Sisters and Brothers who live in the Downtown Eastside. My concerns 
are about their health ... I feel that many of our Aboriginal Sisters & Brothers in the Downtown Eastside 
are very sick. 

They are NOT getting the help they need ... some doctors - and I'm not saying you are - fill out a 
slip of paper to get medication that they really don't need. In most cases the medication received fiom 
doctors in the D.E. support an addiction these people have. 

In the past seven years of living in this area of town I have witnessed many of our Sisters and 
Brothers die right in front of me..most of them are drinking Ginseng Cooking Wine. This isn't the only 
thing that is killing the Aboriginal Peoples; there are other addictions, but this is the main cause of death in 
the past few years. 

What our people need is Doctors who can help, rather than prolong addiction - I know at times it 
doesn't seem they want your help or mine. They also don't need to DIE. 

What 1 am asking you is to show a little compassion towards our Aboriginal Sisters and Brothers. 
1 don't want to see anymore of them becoming statistics. 

I understand that it is not your concern ... but I feel that HELP needs to come from someone - I can 
only do what I know that is best. 

Thanks for your time, energy and concern ... a sister and a ftiend who cares. 

Sincerely, 
Margaret Prevost 

War is death 
We must not eat it 
War is death 
It makes us ill  
War is remembrance 
Of rights denied 
War is death 
Of people untried 
War is terrible 
War is unforgiveable 
Declared or undeclared 
War is a crime 
Denial of liveable rights 
You must all be equal so 

war is no more. 

Elizabeth Thorpe 



Healing 

the 

Community 

On February 141h, Valentine's Day, one 
hun-dred people gathered at the Carnegie 
Centre for a memorial march to remember the 
eighty Native and non-native women who've been 
murdered or died from drug overdoses in the 
Downtown Eastside in the last few years. 

They burned sweetgrass, recited prayers 
and wept for their "sisters" who had died 
alone. 

"They are not alone today," Margaret 
Prevost said. 

The marchers, following the soft beat of 
drums, spent two hours on a solemn walk 
along Hastings Street and through back alleys. 
They left a red rose at the Sunrise Hotel, the 
Dodson, Pigeon Park, the comer of Abbott 
and Hastings, the alley behind the Balmoral, 
the Empress , the Patricia, and at 
Oppenheimer Park. 

At each spot Elder Harriet Nahanee sang 
and wept for those who had died. 

As the people walked, they chanted, "Work 
for change, stop the violence," and called out 
the names of those who had died: "Cheryl 
Anne Joe, Marjorie Sue Pironen, Trish 
Wadhams,. . . ." 

At Oppenheimer Park an eagle flew round 
and round above the marchers, and the people 
acknowledged its presence with thanksgiving. 

In grieving together we are strong. In the 
ability to grieve lies the power of prophecy. 
This society is not as it ought to be. Work for 
change. Stop the violence. 

There was no hatred or hysteria on this 
march. Caring held us in community. We 
stood in a circle of lighted candles in the 
presence of those who had died, and heard the 
claim they made on us. 

Work for change. Stop the violence. 
If only the larger, dominant society could 

hear that prophetic voice. 

By SANDY CAMERON 




