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401 Main Street, Vancouver. 

Learninq from history - we are aware & awake this time. 
When the fix is in, get together to fight back. 



BEWARE 
the new conquistadores 

The aboriginal people are standing on the 
coast of North America, watching Christophe 
Columbus and his crew wade ashore. The 
newcomers are smiling and bearing trinkets. 

One native turns to the other and says, "Well, / 
there goes the neighbourhood." 

It's an old and sad joke. But it reflects how 
greed and zeal almost came to destroy a self- 
sufficient way of life that had existed for 
thousands of years. 

You can't blame long-time residents of the 
Downtown Eastside for fearing a similar sort 
of alien invasion. 
The "pioneers" are on their way. They are 

coming to our urban wilderness with promises 
to tame it, and to bestow the benefits of their 
own, more superior civilisation. 
For Columbus, read Brad Holme, the 

developer uf the pioneering Fort Cordova. the 
controversial high-ceiling condo project - 
equivalent to 12 stories - towering over its 
neighbours at 8 East Cordova. 

Columbus had the King and Queen of Spain 
to bankroll him. Brad Holme has a Vancouver 
City Council to provide the give-aways. 
Never mind that Holme has left a trail of un- 

happy residents in his last pioneering expedi- 
tion, building those phony expensive yuppie 
"artist livefwork studios" in Mount Pleasant. 
Leaking and flooded apartments, cheap 

building materials, poor ventilation, broken 
promises - that's the Holme legacy in Mount 
Pleasant. 
As the disenchanted staff say at City Hall, 

Holme lives to frnd loopholes. He is very 
aggressive in his lobbying for his projects. 
Even right-wing old Counc. George Puil is 

put off. "He's not one of my favourite 
developers, " says Puil. 
But Puil is no longer in synch with the new- 

style NPA way of doing business. His architect 
of choice is Gerry Kennedy, husband of NPA 
Counc. Lynn Kennedy. 
(Of course, she absents herself when the 
NPA-dominated council votes on her 
husband's projects.) 

Council gave Holmes all sorts of breaks at 
Fort Cordova - let him build larger than the 
zoning allows, let him block public access to 
open space - and then actuafly praised him for 
taking a chance in such an uncertain 
neighbourhood where decent folk fear to tread. 

As a matter of fact, the project will help drive 
up property values and be a step toward mass 
dislocation of people living here. 
For Columbus' crew, read the Gastown pro- 

development clique. Actually they are more 
like an advance raiding party, softening up the 
neighbourhood for the arrival of the big boys. 

Gastown is a little comer of the Downtown 
Eastside where about 2,000 low-income 
people live in hotels and rooming houses. 
There are also a few tourist dives and trendy 
professional offices. 

Somehow, a grouplet called the Gastown 



Heritage Area Planning Committee (GHAPC), 
dominated by business interests, property 
owners, developers and "residents" living in 
$1 50,000 condos, has taken on itself the right 
to dictate what goes in the area. 

GHAPC was a cheerleader for Fort Cordova, 
championing Holme's cause. They see 
Gastown as a hot real estate market, with lots 
of condos and groovy new urban pioneers 
enjoying the bright lights. 

With no representation from the community, 
GHAPC is a hand-picked little committee, 
which somehow has the ear of politicians at 
city hall. It keeps trying to block services and 
projects the community needs - everything 
from the Crab Park overpass to the new 
Bridge housing project for women of the 
neighbourhood. 

Does GHAPC even represent Gastown 
businesses and professionals? Most don't even 
know about positions it takes. That's why the 
outpouring of support for the Bridge project 
has been so strong, even in Gastown. 

After Columbus came Coronado, Cartier and 
Walter Raleigh and all the other treasure- 
hunting adventurers, right down to Fraser, 

Our people bmre s roylng that Iho no! Owmrr e l  Ibe Iomd s n  w l  ye1 kin. 

Thompson and MacKenzie, opening up a 
"new" continent for plunder. 
M e r  Holrne and the Gastown gang, the 

feeding frenzy of the new conquistadores can 
only get more rabid. 
To prevent mass evictions and people on the 

street, the community has a fight on its hands. 
Ain't progress wonderfid? 

By FREQ MOBILE 

In the past five years many things have happened in our Community 
The one thing that has not changed is the fight for survival 

To be recognized by those who look upon our community as troubled people 
For the Community to survive to the point where we are today is a miracle in itself 

. . .because we believed in oursehes. 
Time and time again our voices conquered the alnughty buck. 
Today and forever this Community will live up to or standards 

Serving those in need of a place to call home 
with security, warmth and, most of all, friendship. 

Wheels 
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Housing society plans secure 
women's residence in 'war zone' 
ROBERT SARTl rooms with a dozen men or more. Studies show the 

women get sick more often and die younger than women 
Vancouver Sun in other neighborhoods. 

In a series of emotional interviews, women told tales Sherrie Gill figures she got off lucb with only a bra- , of being assaulted or harassed. Many had been ken right arm. She could easily have lost her lie. raped in their rooms. Gill, one of the legion of women living in downtown mey said they lived in the area because it has the hotel rooms, was attacked three 
months ago in her hallway by a cheapest rents in town - $325 to $425 for a single room 
man - a total stranger - wield- - and, despite the problems, there is a sense of com- 
ing a tire iron. 

"I went down, and it broke in None of the women wanted their current addresses 
three places," says the 54-year- ublished for fear men they have known would come 
old former nurse, painfully flex- 
ing the arm that was crooked and 
swollen after the cast came off this 
week. 

Gill's war story from the front 
lines of Canada's poorest urban 
neighborhood is cited as an exam- 
ple of why low-income women 
need more safe, secure and 
womencontrolled housing in the 
Downtown Eastside. 

And it's why the Bridge Hous 
ing Society is planning a secure 
women's residence in a parking 
lot it has optioned at the corner 
of Columbia and East Cordova, 
across from two notorious beer 
parlors, the Columbia and the 
Sunrise. 

The six-storey residence would 

"If you have money, they will 
come on to you, kick down your 
door to get it for drugs," said 33- 
year-old Kelly Meyers, a one-time 
prostitute who now volunteers at 
the Downtown Eastside Women's 
Centre and has lived in 15 hotels 
in the last decade. 

'You get abused just walking 
down the hall - 'Hey baby, let's 
go for it.' 

"If you complain to manage 
ment, they just say you provoked 
:i. 99 

contain 46 units of selfcontained WAR WOUNDS: Sherrie Gill (right) with 
housing, with the Downtown East- Kelly Meyers outside Columbia Hotel 
side Women's Centre at the street 
level. 

The society has just received $50,000 from the provin- 
cial ministry of housing to develop a formal plan for 
the project. 

An estimated 2,000 women live in the Downtown East- 
side, compared to about 7,000 men. 

1L. 

Gill said she is constantly asked 
to buy or sell drugs, or proposi- 
tioned for sex. 

"And me a great-grandmother," 
she said. "'My grandson just had 
a baby boy." 

Another woman, who would 
only give her first name as Diana, 
told of coming to Vancouver ii-om 
a northern Indian reserve and 
being raped by a neighbor she 
had invited into her room. 

"He just took me," she said in 
a voice barely above a whisper. 
"He said he just got out of jail and 

At least85 of the women are over the age of 85, and he needed it. 
600 are over 65, according to the most recent census guess it was my fault. I invited him in." figures. "No, no," one of the other women said. "It was his 

Most of them live in low-rent hotels and rooming hous fault. blame yourself.,9 
es with little security, where they have to share bath- an example of how your dignity and self-respect 



can be warped in this neighborhood," said Gill. 
Then she started crying as she told a similar story of The Bridge ~ ~ u ~ i n ~  Society has to 5. being raped in her room. When she went to the office 

to report it, the desk clerk hit her with a baseball bat the provincial govelment for fUndk3 to buiM 
and evicted her, she said. this residence. To help out, you can write a 

Gill was a visiting nurse in the Downtown Eastside brief leaer of support, just a few paragraphs, for many years, ministering to the old-timers in the . . 
hotels. she  got sick, was hooked on drugs for a while, sayhg this project is needed. 
then went on welfare and has lived in seven different Send or drop off the lener at Bridge Housing 
hotels in the past four years. 

Twenty years ago, I asked myself, is this where I'm Society, c/o DERA, 9 East Hastings, 
going to be when I get older?" she said. Vancouver BC V6A ZM9. 

Well, here I am. I'm not going anyplace. This is home." 

How the Crooked Profiteers' Railroad built 
Shaughnessy 

Where in Vancouver is a community 
protected from the wrath of the free market? 
Where in Vancouver has a community defined 
the "character" of their neighbourhood and 
had this respected? Why Shaughnessy, of 
course! In Vancouver, the wealthiest neigh- 
bourhood has more protection from global- 
ization and development than anyone else. 

Between 1908 and 1909, the CPR 
(Canadian Pacific Railroad) developed 345 
acres of stolen Native land up around 
Granville Street and 16th Avenue. The new 
neighbourhood, Shaughnessy (named after the 
CPR President Lord Thomas Shaughnessy), 
was developed to have curvy streets, full water 
and sewer utilities, and large houses built on 
1/5-1 acre lots. The CPR built walls to fort@ 
the area and hand-picked who would live 
there. And most important of all, the housing 

was the most affordable in the city, costing less 
than housing in the East Side! 

In 19 14, the provincial government passed a 
special law to keep Shaughnessy protected 
from free-market development. That law 
remained in force until 1970, when 
Shaughnessy officially became part of 
Vancouver. In 1982, with the h U  support of 
then-Mayor Mike Ilarcourt, City Council 
approved a neighbourhood plan to continue 
their protected status. 

Harcourt said "it is in the interests of the city 
to preserve Shaughnessy." Too bad Harcourt 
brought his attitude with him to the No 
Difference Party a few years later, and Gordon 
Campbell and Philip Owen have carried it on 
in Vancouver. 

That's "equality"--Vancouver style. 
Sources: Shlomo Hasson and Davrd 

Levi, Neigl~bourhood Or.gmzzing mu' the 
Weyare State (pp. 60-80) and Patrrcza Roy, 
Vancouver: An Illustrilted Nzstoy (p. 72). 

by Chris Vance 



1 rre r rgnr r or I ne c'arnegie Community Centre 
Part 9 

Don't Sell Carnegie! 

On July 2, 1974, the City of Vancouver 
placed an advertisement in the newspapers 
offering the empty Carnegie building for sale 
or lease. As has been mentioned in Part 2 of 
The Fight For The Carnegie Communitv 
Centre, DERA came to the defence of the 
tustoric building, and suggested ways of using 
it that would be compatible with its public 
history. 

On behalf of DERA, Lawrence Bantleman 
wrote to Bill Hartley, Minister of Public 
Works, saying, "We note with a great deal of 
apprehension the classiiied tender appearing in 
this morning's edition of The Provznce calling 
for tenders for the sale or lease of the Carnegie 
Library." 

In a press release (July 2/74) DERA said, 
". . .this Association is determined to prevent the 
historic building (Carnegie) from being 
acquired by private ownership, and put to use 
in a manner not benefiting the residents who 
live in the area.. . The building has had a public 
history. It must remain in the public domain as 
public property. It must be utiltzed by the 
public.. ." 

Other Vancouverites shared this public: 
vision. On July 4, 1974, the City's Social 
Seivices Committee, chaired by Hamy Rankin, 
passed a resolution that called for DERA to 
examine the Camegie building and draft a 

detailed proposal for its use. The Committee 
also recommended that the building not be 
sold by the City. 

At the City Council meeting of July 23, 1974, 
a compromise was reached that allowed the 
City to lease the building, but not sell it. 
Councillor Darlene Marzari was on the Social 

Services Committee, and she recognised the 
public importance of the Carncgie building at 
an early date. In the Downtown East newspap- 
er, November 15-30, 1973, she articulated the 
concerns of local residents about the new 
Gastown renovation and the commercial, 
middle-class exclusiveness that came with it. 

Also, she talked of the importance of a social 
centre that would be an alternative to beer 
parlours. "You could concentrate a number of 
activities like showers and reading rooms there 
as well," she said. 

One City official remarked that Councillors 
Rankin and Marzari worked well together on 
the Carnegie and other community issues. 
Harry provided the thunder and lightning, 
while Darlene did a lot of unnoticed, sensitive 
negotiations. 

When the news that Carnegie was to be sold 
or leased became public, DERA lost no time in 
circulating a petition to save the building for 
the community. "Keep the Carnegie Library in 
the public domain," the petition said. "Restore 
it, and use it for a community that needs it 
more than it needs boutiques and restaurants." 
Approximately one thousand residents signed 
the petition, and interest in the Carnegie 
building began to grow. 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued 



THE SAME SKIN! 

When I first laid eyes on Port Vancou- 
ver's schematic plan to cover a vast 
area of Water next to Crab Park,I feLt 
heartsick and angry. 

The thought of all that Water vanishir 
from sight for the sake of capitalist 
monuments made me want to start 
destroying things. But, lacking ex- 
pertise and courage to become a bomb- 
throwing anarchist, I picked up a pen 
and joined Don Larson's campaigne to 
save the Park area from those who 
would disfigure it. 
Then the casino issue hit the fan, anc 
people banded together to successfull) 
stop the megaproject. ... And they lived happily ever after. 
Well, not quite. 

Some of the good people who helped 
defeat the project got together and 
drew up a plan of their own for the 
area. . . . 
A few weeks ago I went up to the thirc 
floor to look at the democratically 
arrived at plans, and within seconds 
that heartsick feeling once again 
seeped in through my eyes when I saw 
mammoth structures displacing a large 
body of cherished Water! 

What is it that causes the human 
psyche to corrupt aquatic  environment^ 
Is it a desire to conquer Nature? 
Is it blinding greed that reduces 
them to the eimpleton thinking that 
there's oh, so much Water, let's 
cover a bit up; nobody'll miss it?! 

So, where the capitalists failed, the 
socialists will pick up the banner to 
cause the same ruin, minus a casino 
perhaps, but there it is- the plan on 
paper, as nepulsive as any drydand 
condo to dot this once sensible com- 
munity.. . 
As for me, I'm of the mind that the 
concept of the words "Downtown East- 

sideM would be better represented 
by the original philosophical 
abstract notion of "Skid  ROW.^'! 7. 

Garry Gust 

S.O.S. Call from the 
Carnegie Learning Centre 

Several years ago we had many Downtown 
residents attending the Carnegie Learning 
Centre - people who wanted help with basic 
reading, writing and math skills and also some 
who wanted to get their high school diploma. 
Now, for reasons unknown, the number who 
come here has decreased drastically. 

We know there are many people living in the 
Downtown Eastside area who could benefit 
from our services, but the question is "how can 
we reach these people and encourage them to 
come to the Centre?" 
We are open to suggestions and help from 

anyone who uses Carnegie Community Centre 
and anyone living in the Downtown area. You 
can write down your ideas and suggestions 
and/or talk with any member of the Carnegie 
staff. All suggestions will be gratefully received 
and considered. 
Remember, "Education needs all the friends 

it can get!" 
Joan Doree 

Volunteer Tutor 



LAWMAKERS & 
LAWBREAKERS: 

The Canadian-Spanish fish war has revealed 
a new philosophy adopted by the federal gov- 
ernment to deal with a crisis that requires it to 
break international law. This new attitude is 
being defined by government spokespersons 
as: 'We must break the law in order to remake 
the law. ' 

This is a precedent-setting statement. 
Although individual citizens who object to the 
injustice of certain laws have been breaking 
them in order to force govenunent to remake 
or eliminate them for years, this is the first time 
government itself, the law-maker & law- 
enforcer, has taken the stand that such action is 
justifiable. 

Although Canada agreed, along with other 
countries, to uphold the 200-mile limit to its 
jurisdiction, it has now deliberately broken that 
law because it no longer agrees with it. This 
legal philosophy, or illegal philosophy, is now 

Know BC? Test yourself - below are clues to 

names of places; answers next issue! 

1) Undrinkable source of water! 

2) Wireless water 

3) A gentleman's milkshare 

4) Donkey enclosure 

5) Boxing tree 

6) Berry water 

7) IU animai (or attack animal) 

a government-sanctioned, publicly stated 
position. 
If we apply such a philosophy to other laws 

that are becoming increasingly unpopular & 
untenable, such as the anti-drug legislation for 
example, it's obvious that those who break 
these laws because they disagree with them 
should be afforded the same credibility the 
government claims for itsell: 

Anonymous citizens who use illegal drugs in 
spite of the laws against them are attempting to 
create a climate in which these laws will he 
reformed or eliminated in exactly the same 
way that the government of Canada is breaking 
international law in order to re-make it. 

If Ottawa is justified in this action, then it 
must accept the justification of its citizens as 
lawbreakers who are refusing to obey the law 
in order to re-make the law. 

8) Coughmg dirt 

9) A hill of Indian f w d  

10) Durable wine 

11) Veranda 

12) Sliding fence opening 

13) Young cowboy clergy 



' ..- They discovered the natives who cultivated their lands , p ... .&,.+ $ 
6 y,~' They discovered the natives who lived off their lands ~ & & +  

0 -;.* 
' 5  9 - ' \, p? ,' 412, 

,$$r - -'! and they robbed the natives of their lives, culture, 
\ stole their pride and robbed them of their dignity 4' i 

*.+&L Then they disown the natives of the spirit that made them whole. I;3/ 
* $ 4 4  Today natives fight those who took away what was rightfully theirs * 

When will they understand that they were not the fmt to discover the land we walk upon. 

995 :, Jy <.*A x, 'y$&; Wheels 

to laugh with your hair 
the colour of earth 
blowing also across my face 
while summer sun 
nudges everything toward ripeness 

in a cabin at night by a trail 
that ascends Mount Maxwell 
to sit on the floor 
across from each other 
in flickering candlelight 
eating crackers & cheese & salmon 
drinking smoky golden wine the flavour 
of bottled October, our naked feet touching k PARADE 
lying on our stomachs, shoulder to shoulder Saturday April 1st 
in front of the TV, maps 12 N 0 . 0  N &am 
& schedules & brochures 
before us, to plan 
a bicycle trip for the childhood 
alive inside us, which is also a wilderness 

which even now is turning our thoughts 
to each other, like rusted antennae 
hungry for signals that vanished long ago F 430-wu er-iromuursmuumar v 

253-3207 .b,--,, 

Dan Feeney 



THE CORONER'S TASK 
A FORCE REPORT 

Vince Cain, Chief Coroner for British 
Columbia, came to the DERA General Mem- 
bership meeting on Mar.23 to talk about the 
Coroner's Task Force Report into illicit 
narcotic overdose deaths in BC. 

Last summer he had held a 5-hour meeting in 
Carnegie's Theatrc to hear input from the 
neighbourhood and got it with both barrels. In 
1993 there had been 331 overdose deaths in 
the province; 216 of them happened in Metro 
Vancouver 

'I'he investigation lasted 9 months, from 
January to September '91, and the report was 
made public in March'95. 
Mr. Cain did not want the status quo - the 

way things are -to continue. He had one 
recommendation as the base for the entire 
report - that addiction be treated as a medical 
rather than as a criminal matter. 

To back this premise, the report looked at: 

The Addict - "they hove no connections 1~1th 
their roots and no connections with the past 
or filture.. . they need structure and compre- 
henslve total assistance.. . untd we deal with 
the emotions, everything el.se is short-term" 
- anyone could be; stories of how abused kids 
progressed to addiction - 13 year-old kicked 

out for using parent's marijuana, 14 year-old 
kicked out until he replaced father's cocaine 
he'd taken.. . life stories. 
- addicts harbour a great deal of fear; they 
have only one goal - the next fur. When the 
addiction takes hold, the emotional growth of 
the person stagnates at that age - a 35 year-old 
might act like a 10- 1 2 year-old 
- two types: those willing to discontinue and 
those wishing to remain active in their addic- 
tion. Support and programs for the former and 
education (needle exchanges, safe injection 
and maintenance techniques) for the latter. 
"Understandmg the addict and under- 

standing the addiction: first knowledge, then 
understanding. On& then can we begin to 
appreciate what must be done for the addict 
and for socret4,. " 

The Epidemiology of Overdose Deaths - the 
statistics, the numbers, what people in which 
areas on what days and with what other factors 
have led to 331 people dying. The age range 
showed many more males than females but the 
highest incidence is with 30-44 group. 

Public HealthjTreatment 
- ambulances and, in the Downtown Eastside, 
fire trucks, respond to ODs. Medics administer 
NarCan, with jaded "smack attack" reference. 
- market flooded with c h a  white heroin up to 
90% pure on the street. Addicts unwilling to 
test score and lethal dosage taken. 
-jobs in the area should go to local, 
disadvantaged people; provide program 
information to people at a very young age so 
they will understand about treatment options 
"The real culprit is the user's nrvn EOW self- 

esteem - pose educatronal, ethical challenge" 



Women and Children 
- survey identified 60% of sex-trade workers as 
mothers. .most were drug-invoked, poor, 
young and unhealthy; victims of violence 
- poverty & racism stigmatise kids; children of 
addicts can be born addicted and HIV-positive 
- detox and crisis shelters are either full or non- 
functional as treatment centres.. . "daycare!" 
-addicted mothers are treated as unfit by 
definition while stresses of poor housing, 
poverty, no employment opportunities, lack of 
communication (no phones), malnutrition and 
cases of apprehension force-f'eed addiction 
- children suffix prc & po+natal problcms and 
must contcnct ith niothcrs Iunctioning 
without support yxtcms. 
Recommendations include increases in Iunding 
& treatment programs for women and families 
-Farnih, and Youth - drug use affects all 
members of the family and kids developing 
substance abuse problems can't escape if 
~arents ~ a r t v  with them 

-juveniles leave home early, with no separate 
system of support or counselling. Need for 
youth detoxes, substance abuse info and 
community activity centres which encourage 
constructive lifestyles and skills 
-First Nations - basic need is housing on 
Native lands.. then real opportunities. 
"Ifj~ou are toldyozr are good for nothing, 

then you believe you are good for nothing. " 
- imbalance in consideration; Natives restricted 
in every way by discrimination, bureaucracy 
treats small Native agencies with hostility - 
''asking too much after residential schools, 
theft of lands, alcohol and now drug abuse 
- much progress with traditional healing 
methods but stigma of stereotype hard to 
overcome 

Recommendations to increase training and 1 1. 
multi-cultural education to service providers. 

The Justice System 
- not an enforcement issue for addicts, but 
traffickers should get 25 years to life 
- strictly business for Chinese and Vietnamese, 
many of whom don't use; those dealing were 
connected in home country and establish here 
with others who've used 'refugee' status to 
become landed. 
- courts are a 'cost of doing business'; legal aid 
is used by traffickers who incur more charges 
while out on bail 
Recommendation that legal aid not be available 
to drug traffickers 
-jail is not the placer to solve or deal with 
social problems 

- recommendation for drug-testing hotline and 
better exchange of information between street 
clinics, needle exchanges, hospital emergency 
services, law enforcement and addicts 
- Harm Reduction invokw education at 
schools, on the streets. information on AIIIS, 
needle use? needle exchanges, inclusion of 



police, lawyers, judges and public health 
officials in maximising efficiency and success 
of outreach and street programs 
- Detox figures show a rise in those admitting 
heroin addiction; need for much more specific 
treatment methods for this (see Pender Detox) 
- Methadone Maintenance Program is 
currently under Federal Bureau of Dangerous - 
Drugs. Assessment and making program more 
flex& to clients could ease access. 

"Heroin gets in your blood; methadone 
gets in your bones" 
, . 
Recommendation that program be transferred 
to provincial ministries of health. 
- Supportive Recovery - long term funding 
':4 guy who's been on the street for 20years 

won 't recover in 28 days.long-term hard- 
core  addict^ need long-term treatment. " 

I "It's common knatdedge that most addicts 
are addicted to we&e as well as drugs. 
Their welfcxre cheques w e  used to purchase 
narcotics jor use and resale and almost 
a lwqs leave the addict penniless, hungry and 
without shelter. " 

Recommendations (to MSST hclude 
educational program ministry employees to 
better their understanding of the addict and 
addiction; 
educational programs in parenting, life sWs 

% 

Social Issues and coping for parents, guardians & youth 
I I 

considering s taggesing welfare assis tance 
TABLE 7: Illicit Drug Deaths for 1993 

by Day of the Week and Week of the Month throughout the month, rather than all at the " 

end of the month; 
FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA: considering electronic rent payments to 

I WEEK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday welfare landlords; 
I st 7 13 6 10 11 10 1.1 0 review existing premises to ensure that 
2nd 6 9 10 9 8 6 10 reasonable standards are provided and that 
3rd 9 4 6 10 12 14 s rent increases are justified 
4th 7 8 22 26 17 11 4 Recommendations to Attorney General: 
5 t h  5 4 1 5 7 14 7 review legality of overserving and offering 

discount alcohol on or near 'welfare day7 

1 I I reducer number of seats in beer parlours, 

Social Services has to be involved; stats show 
increase in OD deaths around cheque-day. 

"The sof14tion lies in stable housing, 
independent living. " 

"They are the poorest of the poor ... look at the 
necessities.. .it's cheaper to stay lugh.. . these 
people need workers and shelter.. ." 

particularly in the Downtown Eastside 
-Poverty and Unem~loyment 
"In our sociefy, we equate work with value, 

and that equals self-esteem. It is the value that 
an individual gives back to the communi&. " 

Recommendation that treatmentldet0.d 
opportunities/education be available both in 



institutions and h a b a y  houses. 
13. 

Costs - human costs go on and on.. never end; 
- dollar costs = $500 mill/yr; community costs 
include violence, robbery, theft and threats, . 
often with syringe of AIDS-tainted blood 

Education - kids learn at home and take 
parentsladults as role models. 
"We should build the fence at the top ofthe 

clz#,. rather than a net at the bottom. " 
Many recommendations include education on 
addiction, but further that ex-addicts should be 
include&'involved in counselling and street 

some places is to not prosecute for using small 
quantities. 
Recommendations include legalisation of 
possession of 'soft' drugs like marijuana and 
consideration of decriminatisation for use/ 
possession of limited quantities of specific 
substances, like cocaine and heroin. The law 
and justice systems should vigorously pursue 
traffickers and importers. 

The report is thoughtfd and comprehensive, 
long and complex, but the recommendations 
are to see addiction and heroin use/drug use as 
a social matter. Congratulations to Vince Cain 

outreach work. for a job well done. The hope now is to keep 
channels open and not create hysterical react- 

Legalisation/Decriminalisation ions, like painting a picture of junkies from 
The legalisation of illicit drugs has not everywhere moving to BC or the Downtown 

occurred in any country. Law Enforcement Eastside to get free dope from the government. 
should concentrate on those who import and 

- 

By PAlLJLR TAYLOR 
m A A A u A A u  ' - -  . , -. . , *' 

summer of '94, but many others had put their 
energy elsewhere. 

The Coroner's Task Force Report, on the 
331 overdose deaths in 1993, was going to be 
the catalyst for any new direction. 

Other studies done in the last year have 
focused on Intravenous Drug Users, having a 

Three years ago & Drug Programs Disordered Offenders wing in jails, and on 
(ADP) the Downtown Eastside' Youth, These were under the community 
Strathcona Coalition to gets its support in Health Plan. 
setting up an advisory committee. Under the "Community Voices" program an 
To this en* 26 groups weed - the additional number of studies focused on 

detoxes and programs were all under review 
but the budget kept becoming central as h d s  rehabilitation houses, the issue of legalisation/ 

were redirected. Five people continued meet- decriminalisation, alcohol & drug outreach and 

ing as the Advisory Committee until the street schemes. Peat hlarwick did a complete 



study of detoxes. 
Now to Pender Detox. This was originally a 

City of Vancouver facility, but was given a 
regional mandate by ADP, serving everywhere 
from Sechelt to Surrey to the North Shore. 

The Salvation Army, about December of '94, 
'&gave notice" that it was reviewing the viability 
& feasibility of continuing to administer Pend- 
er Detox. Simply put they were pulling out. 
Tension began to build as agency after agency 

raised concerns of never being able to get 
openings, then seeing statistics showing an 
average occupancy rate of only 68% with only 
18% of the clients being from the Downtown 
Eastside. 

The Carnegie Association, at the urging of 
Don Baker, local activist on alcohol & drug 
issues and part of the Advisory Committee, 
wrote a letter to Central City Lodge. It went 
through ADP, as that was the proper channel. 
The essence was a request to CCL to act as 
interim management when the Sally Ann 
pulled out at the end of March. 

Lo & behold, it was nixed by someone at 
ADP before ever getting to Central City Lodge 
and no one knew why. 

Don Baker invited the original 26 members 
of the Advisory Committee to a meeting on the 
16th of March and 24 reps came. Concern was 
htense as communities brainstormed on how 
to save Pender Detox from being closed, even 

Don voiced the most basic: "IfPender Detox 
is closed, other facilities will get a few beds 
here, a few there, space on waiting lists for 
other people in need, and the funding now in 
place for Pender ($1.02 million) will be 
diveisified and impossible to retuin to a re- 
opening of it in a few months or longer." 

As the end of March approached with 
seeming breakneck speed, ADP brought a 
"contingency plan" to the Downtown Eastside/ 
Strathcona Coalition. It was just such a divers- 
ification, with 5 beds added at Vancouver De- 
tox, 5 spaces on the waitlist of Maple Cottage 
for Vancouver clients, Cordova Detox would 
increase its intake hours from 12 to 16, and 
three others would give a few beds for post- 
detox clients. The final part of this plan was to 
alert General Hospitals of the coming crunch 
and hope for the best.. . 

The Coalition rejected this plan. It was 
promises and space on waitlists whde the 
crucial presence of Pender Detox as a daily 
need was being sidelined. The community was 
clear: keep Pender Detox open; get an interim 
administration (i.e.Central City Lodge ) and let 
us as the community work on a new, better use 
of this facility An outline of the possible uses 
follows: 

PRT 
OPERATING AGENCY 

temporarily. l Program Administration 

I 
Community Advisory 
Committee 

FLASH! - Pender Detox @ closing for 
at least a week at month's end - Program Director 

when it's needed most. Shame on the 
Salvation Army & the provincial gov't. 

t 
Pender Detox 

7 
4 I * + + t t + + t t 

W.1.V Heroln Addiction Alcohol Mull1 Drugs Dud Dlsorder Wheelchair Gay Pngnanl 
Accesa Lnblan Women 

Trongender Chlldcan 
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' B Vancouver Native Health Society 
Dear Mr. Lou Demerais, 

We regret to inform you that your proposal 
was not selected by the panel review board. All 
proposals submitted were essential to our 
aboriginal community and definitely would 
serve positive purposes. 

We thank you for our committed time you all 
have taken in your submissions,; the pand 
review board had a difficult time in priorizing 
each proposal. 

All my relations 
B. Marie Anderson 
First Nations Wellness Society President 

Hon. Mike Harcourt 
Mr. Premier: 

w 

As you will note from the enclosed copy of a 
4 letter this day, the First Nations Wellness Soci- 

ety has informed us that we have been refused 
funding yet again for a drug and alcohol coun- 
sellor. As you will also note from he enclosed 
copy of our application, we were seeking only 
$39,000 and several agencies in the commun- 
ity supported our endeavors. 

This marks the fifth time we have been re- 
fused an opportunity to provide alcohol and 
drug counselling to Aboriginal people who 
need it the most - a situation about which you 

' are fully aware. The ill-advised decision 
making process for Aboriginal programming is 
a product of your current government. As 

such, I write in protest of the decision, and 15. 

demand a complete overhaul of the way 
funding is allocated for Aboriginal alcohol and 
drug programming in BC. 

Since we are convinced the present funding 
distribution system is not accessible to us - 
either the mainstream source or the Aboriginal 
source - we look to you to personally intervene 
on our behalf. While I realize drug consump- 
tion does not add much to provincial govern- 
ment coffers, the same cannot be said for 
alcohol consumption. Given that far too many 
of our people abuse alcohol within your riding 
- but at the same time pay enormous taxes to 
do so - I submit you have a responsibility as an 
MLA to become involved, particularly since so 
many of them are now seeking our help. 
In order to save us the trouble of having to 

use the Freedom of Information Act to obtain 
such information, I am also requesting your 
constituency office obtain and provide us with 
a complete inventory of those agencies within 
the Vancouver region that successfully applied 
for hnding, and the amounts they will be 
receiving during fiscal year 1995/96. 

I look forward to your prompt attention to 
this matter. 

Lou Demerais, Executive Director 
Vancouver Native Health Society 

My graduation was the greatest day of my life 
because my three friends were there. Their 
names are Rika and Sue and Marina. 

It was the hardest thing I had to do in my life 
because I love to take drugs and alcohol. Now 
I stay clean and sober one day at a time. 

Terry Flamond 



furniture makes me nervous 

I came home from school oneday 
and the crummy little trailer we lived in 
was empty 
the nasty bastard my mother briefly married 
sold all of our furniture 
to go on a drunk 

and even before that 
I remember gleaming hardwood floors 
spread before me like a vast plain 
crawling upon it was hard on my knees 
and the soft flesh of my hands 
was pierced by splinters 
savage beasts 
hidden in the smooth shining wood 
so memorable because 
my father had gotten rid of all of our furniture 
because he said furniture was too middle-class 

furniture makes me nervous 

I have never bought a single piece of furniture 
in my life 
you never know what terrible thing might happen 
when people get around furniture 

for instance 
I had this girlfriend I thought was just a free spirit 
a bohemian type of person 
and all the strange furniture and furnishings she had 
were simply her artistic expressiveness 
weird antique chairs you couldn't relax in 
odd candles 
black masks on the walls 

animal horns on the table 
so after months and months of trouble 
sitting around in her furniture 
I was feeling worse and worse 
and she finally told me 
she had been putting spells on me 
and all this furniture turns out to be 
a satanic chamber 

furniture sure makes me nervous 

recently someone I love very much gave me a chair 
a very good chair 
a chair I can sit in comfortably when I'm typing 
I dread saying it's my chair 
but I have actually moved this chair 
from place to place 
it definitely makes me nervous 
I'm afraid to adjust it 
I had a native friend sweep an eagle feather over it 
I got holy water from a priest 
and soaked the chair with it 
but still 
some nights I lay in bed 
look across the room at that chair 
and believe I'd feel safer 
a werewolf was in the room with me 

there's something wrong with furniture 

furniture makes me nervous 



Comments on the 17. prepared by Tenants' Rights Action Coalition 
March, 1995 

Draft City Plan for Vancouver 
Vancouver is the most difficult city in Canada to find and keep adequate housing 

in. Thanks mainly to continuing inflation in land values, our city has Canada's 
highest rents and lowest vacancy rates. Fewer than 25 per cent of Vancouver's 
renters have a hope of owning a home in their city. The "rental crisis" which hit 
Vancouver with Expo '86 now seetns as permanent a part of the city's landscape as 
the North Shore Mountains. 

The background materials prepared by City staff at the outset of the CityPlan process fairly 
reflected the difficult problems facing the city in the area of affordable and rental housing. 
Vancouver houses more low-income households and more renters (60 per cent of all households) 
than other Lower Mainland municipalities. Yet unlike other large cities across Canada, in 
Vancouver new construction is almost entirely devoted to home ownership - large detached 
houses, strata titled duplexes, and condominiums. Even when this housing is available for rent, it 
is too expensive for most tenant households. For many investors, renters are just a short-term 
revenue source, to be dispensed with when a buyer is f6und. 

v 

Plan: Vancouverites speak out on housing 

At its heart, the "CityPlan process" has been an ambitious and expensive public opinion poll. 
The outcome - the Draft Plan published in February - has serious weaknesses in the area of ' 

housing, which we will mention below. 

I-lowever, as a polling exercise, CityPlan gave many people in the city a chance to express 
their values and their concerns for the city. According to CityPlan, people in Vancouver want: 

housing that is affordable to low and use of tax money to support housing 
moderate-income households initiatives - only 10 per cent want 
options to allow us to stay in our cutbacks 
neighbourhoods through different phases of greater control over developers and re- 
life development 
neighbourhoods that house all incomes, protection of neighbourhoods and 
cultures and household types neighbourhood character. 

I ~ u t  is  the City listening? 1 
CityPlan is a chance to measure current policies against the values of city residents, and chart 

directions for the future. Unfortunately, the Draft Plan whitewashes current City policies in a 
number of areas. For example: 



Demolitions. The Plan states that the City 
regulates demolitions. In fact, demolitions are 
uncontrolled; the City only collects a token fee 
per demolished apartment to contribute 
toward City Hall's wage bill. 

Condominium conversions. The Plan 
states that the City controls condominium 
conversions. The truth is that City Council 
regulates only a small percentage of all 
conversions. Most conversions do not need 
City approval. 

Secondary suites. The Plan states that the 
City allows secondary suites in some areas. It 
glosses over the fact that wealthier 
neighbourhoods have been allowed to vote 
secondary suites out, barricading their 
neighbourhoods against renters. 

Requirements on private developers. 
The Plan proposes to "encourage or require7' 
private developers to build lower-cost 
housing, as it' this were a brand new idea. In 
fact, community advocates have long called 
for a mix of incomes in new developments - 
and have been ignored. 

The City has shown leadership in some areas of housing policy, most importantly in setting 
aside land for non-profit housing funded by senior governments. However, City policies have 
done almost nothing'to stop the loss of older, affordable rental housing. New developments 
sometimes house more people, but do not offer anything for low and moderate-income 
households. Vancouverites feel powerless to stop the drift toward a city of the very rich and the 
very poor. 

The worst of the Draft Plan is that it offers only hopeful generalities to improve on the City's 1 
past performance. The Plan says the City should "explore ways of raising additional funds for 
subsidized housing7'; are we talking about speculation taxes or bake sales? The Plan proposes ! 
"new regulations and incentives" to encourage lower-cost housing; but stops far short of calling 
for the City to take a firmer stance in negotiations with developers. CityPlan puts a happy face on 
an increasingly desperate situation. 

I ~eeded:  A real plan for affordable housing 

City Council must move far beyond the Draft Plan, to adopt policies that respect the values 
and concerns expressed by Vancouver residents in the CityPlan process. The City also needs 
clear, measurable objectives to gauge its success in this area. Among the top priorities are: 

I 
I /  Creative use of the City's zoning V Increasing the supply of social 

and planning powers to foster affordable housing, with or without senior government 
non-profit and rental housing. We cannot funding. The so-called "20 per cent Solution," 
abandon rental housing to the private market, which saw developers reserve 20 per cent of 
and we must not settle for tokenism. Instead, sites for social housing on the Expo lands and 
we must introduce regulations to make private Coal Harbour, has failed. 
developers build the housing Vancouver needs. Past City policy was based on the false 



hope that senior governments would continue rieighborrrltoods. All cf these can increase 
to fund thousands of new social housing units. population density, provide affordable rentals, 
In the future, the City will be more and more and increase the supply of ground-oriented 
on its own in this area. housing for families. 

unlike the large-scale projects favoured by 
(/ A tougher negotiating stance developers, these options allow individuals to 

with major developers. Every time City 
participate in meeting Vancouver's housing 

Council votes to rezone a piece of land or to 
needs. increase the density allowed on a site, it 

creates an unearned profit for the developer. (/ Creative use of publicly-owned 
This will be more and more common if the land for non-profit housing. As land values - 
City increases density in ~~neighbourl~ood rise and senior government housing programs 
centres." shrink, publicly-owned land will become more 

Rather than allowing the developer to and more critical to meet the city's housing 

pocket this windfall, thecity should use this needs. 

money to support housing for low and In addition to using its own land for non- 
moderate-income households. profit housing, the City should press senior 

governments to adopt similar strategies. The 
d Encouragement of secondary selloff of the Expo lands by the province, and 

suites, infill housing, and conversion of larger ofveteransY housing lands in Kitsilano by the 

1 houses to multiple-unit rentals irt all federal government, must not be repeated. 

A full public discussion of the Draft Plan 

The "CityPlan process" may have polled thousands of people, but the Draft Plan itself has 
been written by a small group of City employees. City Council must open the doors of City Hall 
to hear responses from interested individuals and community groups before adopting any City Plan. 

1 for more information, contact Tenants' Rights Action Coalition 
1 

2681 E. llostings St. Vancouver, B.C. V5K 115 Hotline: 2554546 Office: 255-3099 Toll-free: 1-800-665-1 185 Fax: 255.077; 

HARRY CLAVER 
economist, University ot Texas at Austin, and editor ot "Zapatistasl 

Documenla of the New Mexi~an Revolut~on" 

will speak about 
activism on the Internet  

and on 'what's REALLY eoine on in Chiaoae 7 7 7 " 

SUNDAY, April 2 N D 



the last word 
I 

, . . .we moved.. .moved.. .moved like refugees during a war.. .moved in the middle of the night.. .moved as 
' 1  though pursued.. .by devils.. . when 'everything' was tom to pieces.. .moved when 'everything' fell apart.. . 

moved after another sudden death.. .or disappearance.. .or betrayal.. .moved after new violence.. .moved 
finally ... when I was a child ... to the count ry... 

I 

1 . . our house surrounded by farm fields and huge blue skies wherein I looked for god.. .corn fields.. .blue 
I 

skies.. .and oneday I watched a movie.. .a white man playing the role of an indian warrior ... badly wounded 
. . .battling the united states calvary.. .he'd been separated.. .from his people.. . from his land.. . separated by 
. ..death.. .disaster.. . lies.. .yet he continued.. .resisting.. .hopeful.. .against all odds.. .of reunion.. . 

! 
1 ... he ran.. .alone.. .on foot.. . bleeding from the wound in his side.. .chased by calvary.. .and finally came to a 

corn field.. .he fled into it.. .fled from his enemies.. .the authorities.. .the law of the land.. . the powers.. . 
implacable.. .evil.. .the tall stalks of corn.. .above and around. ..concealing him.. . 

... as when I'd run between the rows.. . thick green sharp-edged leaves slicing my thin arms red with blood- 
streaks.. .sweat pouring.. .ripe golden ears of corn.. . thuddmg against me.. .running.. .faster and faster.. .green 
and gold.. .gold.. .green.. .running until.. .breathless.. .I fell.. . into earth so fertile.. .it smelled like incase.. . 
my sweat.. .blood.. .flesh.. . breath.. .merging.. . with earth wherein I sometimes discovered.. .arrowheads.. . the 
blue sky.. .looking at me. ..through green.. .and gold.. .and where no one else.. ..in the world. ..knew pre~isely 
... where I was.. . 

... the calvary.. .hunted the indian relentlessly.. . inexorably.. .surrounding him in the corn field.. . the indian. 
clutching his side.. .moved deeper into the corn.. . to the centre of the field.. . 

...g asping for breath.. . bleeding.. .into the earth.. .and the soldiers.. .moving.. . trampling the stalks of corn.. 
crushing them beneath the hooves of their horses.. .until.. .the indian lay before the calvary.. .alone.. . 
wounded.. .yet still the indian would not give the commanding officer.. . what he wanted.. .in exchange for 
his life.. .his soul.. .a surrender.. . 

what grievous woundings and long exhausting runnings.. .to perceive what the calvary.. .their eyes looking 
I 

towards.. .killing could not see.. that they too.. .the calvalywere surrounded.. .with nothing but ... 
destruction.. .beneath their feet.. . the indian.. . wounded.. .naked.. .upon the earth.. .his eyes looking into.. . the 
immense.. .palpitating.. . blue sky.. .and surrounded.. .by.. .creation. 



How to Watch TV Without 
Getting Raped: 

W A C  I4 IwlJSII 

F I R E  WATER - 
Ifrape can be defined as an unsuspecting 

victim being overwhelmed by force, then 
commercial television is raping the minds of - - 

innocent viewers. Of course, most of us have 
lost our innocence by now & it's time we 
empowered ourselves, as women must do, 
against the slogans, images & special effects 
that attempt to take us by force. 

It's often said that if you don't like it you can 
turn it off, sell your TV, & live without it - but 
suppose you wanted to watch it objectively, to 
preserve your individuality & personal sense of 
values while experiencing the stream of image- 
ry the world presents as characteristic of itself. 

Objectivity, or avoiding rape, is very difficult 
in this case because television production uscs 
certain techniques that are calculated to cut 
through objectivity & involve the emotions 
without the consent of the mind. When TV 
switched from black & white to colour, its 
emotional content increased enormously - cars, 
for example, no longer appeared to be just eff- 
icient machines, but took on the sensuality & 
mysterious powers of tigers, panthers or serp- 
ents. The camera broke free of its stationary 
point of view & flew in & around the curved 
surfaces of a slick, sculptured image, creating 
an archetype of modern wealth & power. 

You must have noticed how fast the sequence 
of images has become compared to, say, ten 
years ago when TV was relatively calm & sed- 
ate. This is because highly paid psychological 

consultants have discovered things about the 
processes at work in our brains & have sold 
these discoverys to telekision producers & 
advertising executives in exchange for the 
credit cards, fine houses, expensive cars & 
clothing, rich food & luxurious vacations that 
their hedonistic little hearts desire. 

One of these discoverys provided television 
with its most effective method of eliminating 
objectivity in the viewer - a key to the minds ol 
consumers that advertisers had been searching 
for since commercial broadcasting began. This 
was the discovery of how the mind reacts 
every time it's presented with a completely 
new image. At the point of confrontation with 
a new reality, the mind suspends objective 
judgment until it can recognize what it's seeing 
- this takes about 1 second. more or less, 
depending on the person; the next second or 
two is taken up with feeling or getting sensual- 
ly involved with the image once it is recogniz- 
ed - now the objective value judgment, the 
analytical faculty of the mind, is ready to 
engage.. but at this point the tube is program- 
med to produce another completely different 
image. Just before the objectivity of our mental 
analysis is ready to deal with it, it switches to 
something else, & continues to do so in a 
sequence or two or three second intervals that 
are carefully timed to stay one jump ahead of 
our objective thinking, keeping us at the first 
engagement level of subjective image recogni- 
tion from the beginning of the commercial 



usually presented with the value judgment our 
rninds are now feeling the lack of.. ."We do it 
aU for you". .. or something of ths nature. 

A friend of mine once told me she gave up 
watching television because "it jumped around 
too much." Her instincts saved her from 
having her objectivity raped. But most of us 
don't have such fascinating lives that we can 
resist watching the tube now & then. 

Some people avoid TV rape by diverting the 
mind fiom a totally passive involvement. They 
do this by various techniques such as turning 
olT the sound, looking away fiont the set & 
occasionally glancing at the screen, closing 
their eyes & critically analyzing the sound 
track.. or even turning their set sideways or 
upside down. 

'l'urning the sound track off gives the mind an 
objective edge by reducing the sensory 
bombardment of the total package. Observing 
only body language, facial expressions, etc. 
without the audio identilication that ties it all 
together, allows us to see thtngs we aren't 
intended to see. For example, the acting in 
sitcoms takes on a much more manic & less 
simultaneous appear~mce, almost like the early 
black & white movies in which stage gestures 
provided a series of sentimentally exaggerated 
movements like the back of the hand held to 
the forehead & rolling of the eyes to signal 
distress, or adopting sprightly movements to 
indicate happiness. Later f h s  abandoned 
these artificial acting gestures in favour of 

natural effect. Now the techniques of television 
acting have returned to a manic, artificial 
quality of movement that is carefully studied to 
project a larger field of motion on the relatively 
small TV screen. 
It's quite instructive to watch the changing 

facial expressions, hand movements, nodding 
& shaking of the head, etc., that news anchor- 
persons spice up their reports with. Once 
you've studied this without the sound, you can 
turn the sound back on & std see it. In small 
ways like this, one step at a lime, we can 
increase our conscious objectivity & avoid 
being raped as a passive klctim. 

Talking back to your TV set is another way 
to neutralize its hypnotic effect. Don't just sit 
there & quietly listen to them all the time. 
React to what you're hearing & seeing. Make 
your own comments - don't just think them 
but say them out loud. If you disagree, express 
yourself. Usually we feel uncomfortable saying 
things when there's no one there to hear them 
but ourselves. The old stereotype that talking 
to yourself means you're crazy inhibits us, but 
it's more likely to preserve our sanity & 
prevent us from disappearing under the 
dominance of video bombardment. 

Personally, I've gotten to the point where I 
really enjoy talking back to the screen. Some- 
times I repeat back what they've just said in a 
sarcastic tone of voice or sometimes say the 
opposite of what I hear - or I comment on their 
real situation & teU them they're just paid 



the parts that are boring keeps your self- 
awareness alive. Glancing at the screen briem 
instead of staring at it is good. 

The classic reaction of the hypnotized subject 
is a vacuous stare - avoid this at all costs. 
Keeping your brain alive & well is number 
one. It will save you from the serial rapist 
television turns out to be. 

TORA 

actors reading teleprompters or models hired 
from agencys. It's good to keep in mind that 
everything you see on TV is a put-up job. The 
sets are all hollow, the suits are rented, the 
faces made up, the lines scripted & so on. 

Every frame of every image is carefully timed 
& edited to present exactly what the sponsor 
wants you to think of him. Staying conscious 
of this calculated imagety makes You appreci- Here are some recent quotes from local TV: 
ate the rare burst of spontaneous reality that 
occasionally appears. When you're fully aware "Man has an ever zncreaslng appetite for 

of the set-up, the f e ~  rcal things that do show more ce- more 'peed- " 

up have greater impact. It's those brief This message is the "grabber7' or introductory 

moments of p a l i ~  that I actualhi idea, the f i t  thing YOU See in a ~~ItUtxrcial for 

watch television for; the rest of it is just something called Dlgltal. .is it true? Does 

technique - something to observe defensively 'man' (assuming they mean "mankind," or the 
& not believe in. entire human race) have an ever increasing 

Someone I h o w  told me that turning the appetite for more & more speed?. . . it sounds 

picture oB & just listening to the TV sound- like a recipe for disaster; not only that, it's a 

tmck has $"en her neiv insights into subliminal lie. Apparently someone with a lot of money & 

message transmission. If you've done this, power thinks that this kind of dangerous lie 

you'll be familiar with the complex layered will sell more Dzgztal. 

composition of this incredibly elaborate (& "Old stereotypes were made to be replaced 

insane) soundscape. by new ones. " 
Anything you can do to remind yourself of This was said by a CTV News anchorperson 

your existence & to remember your in&~dual as an introduction to an item on the so-called 
point of view while watching the tube is very "Generation X", concerning the difficulty 
useful. Avoiding rape requires a defensive members of this mostly fictitious group of 
posture. Even humming to yourself through people have finding employment. 



- The idea that life is nothing but a series of 
"stereotypes" & that one is simply replaced by 
another in order to gain employment is 
promoted in this statement, made by one of 
society's most effective authority figures - the 
6 o'clock news anchor. 

"Home made in our sely own plant. " 
A Home Hardware commercial statement 

made to sell paint. The pun on 'home-made7 
and 'home hardware' allows them to suggest a 
folksy, friendly source for things that are 
produced by machines on assembly lines. 
"Leaves you gasping for air & grinning with 

malicious glee. " 
A statement made to advertise a frlm called 

Shallow Grave, suggesting that "malicious 
glee" is something that many people want to 
experience - & possibly to experience it over a 
'shallow grave'? 

"YOUP heart may stop in the next 30 seconds" 
This message appeared as plain white 

lettering on a black background, filling the 
entire screen & lasting about 5 seconds in total 
silence. It was followed by a quick series of 1 

second shots of various strange angles & close- 
UDS on the slickly painted metal surfaces of - - 
cars. After this, the following message clinched 
it: ... "Don't see your doctor - see your 
Pontzac dealer. " 

And frnally a very subtle language manipula- 
tion spoken by Bill Good, anchor person for 
the 5:30 early news on CTV. Introducing a 
story about a new, more thorough computer 
fde of the criminal history of repeat offenders, 
that the news commentator suggested could be 
used to put such people in prison for life (as in 
California), Bill said that this new f i g  
system.. ."will help them win longer sentences" 

Choice of language on television is not 
spontaneous. It is very carefully calculated & 
scripted by editors who are highly paid & very 
s W l  at their work. Statements such as this 
are read off cue cards or teleprompters. 
"Help them win" is a very interesting choice 

of language, when you consider that "them" 
refers to people who are being put in jail for 
extended periods of time based on their past 
historys. 

TORA 

"We have arrived at a sport of Buck Rogers 
space age, a science-fiction society, in which 
everybody is electronically interconnected, in 
which visual images are multiplied, stereotyped 
& implanted in everybody's brain, so that it's 
very difficult to escape the automatic 
mechanistic forms that are constantly being 
played on our bodies by radio, television, 
newspapers & authority ftgures. " 

AUan Ginsberg 1967 



Saddest day was happiest 
Today was going to be the saddest day of 

Salomon Gonzalez' life. Instead, it's the h a p  
piest. 

Ordered to turn himself in at 5 p.m. today 
to be deported back tp his native El Sal- 
vador, the 68year-old grandfather learned 
on the weekend he has been granted last- 
minute permission to remain in Canada on 
"humanitarian and compassionate" 
grounds. 

Now he  won't have to say goodbye to the 
three grandchildren he has helped care for 
during the past three years. 

"I am the most happy person, my heart 
was beating so fast when I thought I 
would have to leave," said Gonzalez in an 
interview Sunday in halting English. 

"I was packing my bags. Now I just want 
to get a job and study English." 

Gonzalez' daughter-in-law, Doming0 
Palomino, credits the surprise turn- 
around by immigration to the deluge of s u p  
port letters from family, Mends and com- 
munity groups in the Downtown Eastside 
- and to an article on his plight that 
appeared two weeks ago in The Vancouver 
Sun. 

The community tamale dinner where 
friends passed the hat to raise $500for Gon- 
zalez' immigration appeal didn't hurt either. 

Palomino said the immigration officer 
. at Gonzalez' hearing last week leafed 
: through the letters and a copy of the arti- 
cle while the family made their plea. 

,"The officer said Salomon had such 
good support, h e  was a very popular fel- 
low," she said. 

For Gonzalez, the good news comes 
after three years of leaping over immi- 
gration hurdles. 

A union and co-op organizer in his war- 
torn homeland, h e  came to Canada, 
requesting asylum as  a refugee. Even 
though the war is now over, he said the 
death squads are still active. 

When immigration ordered him sent 
back, Gonzalez appealed on humanitari- 
an and compassionate grounds, saying 
he is too old to return to such a stress- 
ful environment, and he  has carved out 
a new life with his family in Canada. 

ROBERT SARTl 
Vancouver Sun 

for mandfather 

Three to appeal, he  then got hit with-thk new 
$975 "landing fee" imposed by the fed- 
eral budget - touching off another round 
of community fund-raising. years NOW that he has been accepted as a per- 
manent resident, Gonzalez hopes to even- 
tually qualify a s  a landed immigrant. 

spent But with no pension from El Salvador, 
first h e  must ge t  off welfare and find 
a iob. 

Even at age 68, he's ready for the new leaping challenge. 
"I will deliver newspapers or  flyers or  

sweep someplace," he  said. 
Meanwhile, he will have to move out of red- tape his OWII apartment and into a shared bed- 

room with his young grandson in the Four 
Sisters Coop on Powell. 

Gonzalez' lawyer Shirley McGovern hurdles said she  has never seen immigration 
move so fast to accept someone after a 
hearing. 

"There were more than 20 letters of s u p  
port, really endearing," said McGovern. 

"Boy, if I were being deported. I'm not 
sure I could get half that many letters." 



L)OWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, loam - 6pm. 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9am - 8pm every day. 
YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6pm-2am 
ACTlVlTlES (except Mondays, 6pm-midnight) 
SOCIETY I  

1994 DONATIONS 
FREE - dondona accepted. 

p a u l a  R.-$20 C h a r l e y  8.-$32 B i l l  S.-$2 
Bruce 5.-$30 S t u a r t  M.-$50 Sandy C.-$20 
~ e t t l e F S - $ 1 6  NancyH.-$20 C e c 1 l e C . - $ 1 0  
Bill B.-$20 H a z e l  Me-$10 Law L i b r a r y  -$20 ~ ~ u r u - v - ~ ~ ~ ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

~ i l l i a n  H.-$50 J O Y  T.-$10 Lome -s5O THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 
E t  i e n n e  S .-$40 D i a n e  M.-$16 Me1 L . -$14 CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 
~ d u l t  LCC -$12 Libby D.-$45 Peggy G.-$ISO 
Carneg ie  LC -$30 CEEDS -$So A .  w it he - $2 0 Articles represent the views of individual 
Marei  S .-$5 S u e  H.-$35 L i s a  E . -$8  contributors and not of the Association. 

p*non~mous -$60 ;onya ~ . - $ 2 0 0  
Joy T.420 

Help i n  t h e  Downtom E a s t  s i d e  ( f u n d i n g )  Sara D.-$,6 

Legal Services Society -5930 Deadline 

Ministrry of Social Services -$I ,000 NEXT ISSUE 
11 A p r i l  

NEED HELP ? 
The Downlown Eastside Residenls' Associallon 

can help you with: 

@ any wellare problem 
Informalion on legal rights 
dispules wilh landlords 
unsafe living condilions 
Income tax 
UIC problem 
finding houslng 
opening a bank account 

Come b l o  the DERA ollice at 9 East Haslings St. 
of phone us at 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 21 YEARS. 



The Student Art Critic 

Are the Carnegie artists getting the true 
picture in their minds of who they are paintin& 
or do they see the environment surrounding 

g the Carnegie and judge the book by its cover? 
There are always a few people in this building 

- who are not too happy about their lives, but 
that's life and life must go on. Most of the 
people who come here are good humoured IN 
and fun loving. They come here to meet old 
friends and make new ones - after all, this is a 
Community Centre where people come to 
have a good time. 

They have all kinds of entertainment here - 
holding dances, showing movies and all 
different kinds of meetings in the theatre. (Best 
of all, we have our Christmas & New Year's 
dinners in there!) We also have recreation in 
the basement where we play cards or shoot a 
game of pool or get exercise in the weight 
room. We have a basketball court on the 2nd 
floor and there's a library just full of good 
books on the 1st floor. 

I am writing these thoughts down in the 
Learning Centre on the 3rd floor where I am 
learning to spell. There are all kinds of people 
trying to better themselves, if not by learning 
to read then by learning math or how to use 
the computer. And some of us are trying to 
pass our High School Equivalency Exam. 
I guess what I'm trying to say is that not all 

the people in this building walk around with a 
tortured look in their eyes and a sad look of 
hopelessness on their faces, like many are 
portrayed in the portraits painted by the artists 
and hanging in the Art Gallery here. Out of all 
the pictures on the wall, I could hardly see any 
happiness in the faces of the people they 
painted. Where did the artist get the idea that 
the people here are out of the movie Night of 

the Living Dead? 
Some of us may be poor but we are not dead 

yet, so don't start digging our graves before we 
are even sick. I have a suggestion for the 
artists: stick around for awhile and get to know 
the people in Carnegie before you start paint- 
ing their portraits. Once you get to know us, 
then start painting the portrait of someone we 
know, we may be able to recognise them for 
who they really are and not who you think they 
are. I bet my bottom dollar you will be a better 
artist for all your efforts. 

Just one more thought - could it be that I'm 
being too critical of the artist? Afler all could- 
n't it be that all the people that are posing for 
the portraits are too used to sitting in one 
position for such a long period of time? Maybe 
this sitting position causes that tortured look 
that I can see in most of the faces and eyes of 
the people in the portraits. If this is true, I 
apologize to the creators of this art and I hope 
they have better luck nest time in getting 
people to smile just a little and to show just a 
little more life in the features, if possible. 



-. - 
I can't remember now whether it was 7 or 8 

years ago. But I know it was in the month of 
February that I watched as a woman fell from 
the 7th floor of the Hotel. Today, 
when I look at that hotel, my eyes move up to 
that window, second from the top on the left 
hand side. I remember the police cars and the 
fire trucks. 

I had gone to the library in Carnegie and 
noticed the large windows open and something 
going on across the street. I leaned out and 
looked up the face of the hotel. A woman was 
sitting on the window ledge of her room. She 
had been drinking and was talking across the 6 
lanes of Hastings Street to her boyfriend, who 
was in the Regent Hotel (2 doors down from 
Carnegie). At one point she decided to go back 
into her room and, as she maneuvered herself 
along the ledge and tried to turn around, she 

lost her balance and fell. She mustn't have 
been too tipsy became she managed to grab 
hold of the ledge. For the next 10 minutes she 
dangled there as she tried to boost herself up 
and back into her room. 
I remember thinking, why don't police do 

something. Why doesn't the fire department 
set up a net or something, just DO SOME- 
THTNG. But these men in uniform stayed put. 
They were leaning against their trucks and 
cars. looking up at the woman and waiting. 

After 10 minutes of struggle, the woman's 
hands slipped off the ledge. She tumbled head 
over heels down 7 flights. I remember watch- 
ing in awe and horror as she fell. thinking that 
I didn't know people tumbled. rather than 
dropped like a rock or ball. I didn't see her 
land because an ambulance was blocking my 
view, but I undeistand that her boyfriend, who 
had come running across the street at that 
moment, reached out his arms to try to catch 
her. He was badly injured in the chest. 

I went over to the scene a few minutes later, 
after the ambulances had left. I asked the 
firefighters why they didn't do anything. They 
said a net was useless from that height. They 
didn't mention ladders. I asked the police why 

they didn't go up to her room. They said the 
manager was not in and they couldn't get past 
the 2nd floor because the doors were locked. I 
went away puzzled and angry. I knew some- 
thing could have been done. I felt that no one 
made any egort, except of course her 
boyfriend - in a valiant and heroic gesture that 
nearly cost him his Me. 

Today I still think about that woman. I 
wonder what would have happened if she had 
been in a middle class part of town. Would our 
rescue squads have been able to figure out a 
way to help her? 

By LINDA FORSYTHE 
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KEEP FISttIMG MATE 
"Although the country is inundated on the 

nightly news with images of cops in action. 
complete with police cars, sirens, turret lights, 
helicopters, artillery vans & uniformed men 
aiming guns at quivering flesh, it is really quite 
remarkable that the crime show formula has 
featured uniformed cops relatively rarely.. . 
they wait in the wings until the star of the show 
gets the job done with simpler tools: his own 
cunning, a handgun, maybe a karate chop.. .the 
uniformed forces appear just for the mop-up 
job at the end; they snap on the handcuff; and 
walk the bad guys off the set or load the 
ambulance that hauls away the corpses mowed 
down on camera by the good guys provoked to 
take We in order to preserve We. 

"Television's predilection for these kinds of 
saviours - cops, detectives, doctors, rescue 
teams - has an unanticipated consequence. The 
watching nation is nightly asked to share 
vicariously the attitudes toward death & 
suffering characteristic of professionals who 
deal with them dady. Professionals must learn 
to distance their own feelings from sympathy 

COMMUNITY SAVINGS 
A NEW COMMUNITY-BASED 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION SERVING 
RESIDENTS OF DOWNTOWN VANCOWER 

Four Comers Community Savings is the name 
chosen for this new financial institution, which will 
be located in the old Bank of Montreal building on 
the comer of Main and Hastings 
in Vancouver. The name was 
submitted by local resident Terry 
Desjarlais in a public contest to 
pick a name for this unique 
institution. It will open for 

provide a full range of banking 

El 
business in the fall of 1995 to BuilmBC. 

for the 
services to meet the unique needs 21st Century 
of the residents of downtown 
Vancouver. 

Banking with 
Community Spirit 

3.C. Community Financial Services Corporation 

A partnership between the community and the provincial government. 
Ministry of Employment and Investment,Hon. Glen Clark, Minster 

& empathy with the agonies endured by 
sufferers. It is a way of insulating themselves 
from what would otherwise be unbearable 
emotion if they allowed themselves to feel in 
an "unprofessional" way; the watching nation, 
now is invited to pick up the same attitudes of 



distanced uninvolvement. It's not always easy to tell the bad guys from 

"Television's crime show formula has been the good guys & most people, however 

around long enough & has been reiterated admirable or despicable, turn out to be a 

often enough to have become institutionalized con~plex admixture. That the perpetrators of 

as a nationwide curriculum. It teaches each kind of violence run different social risks 

everyone the proper type-casting for victims, & are assured different social fates depends on 

victimizers & defenders. In real life these where they stand in the social stratification 

matters are likely to be ba&gly ambiguous. system - the society's pecking order." 

Canada Social Transfer lhe Show dt Tell Machine by Rose Goldsen 

'ederal Government escalates the War against the Poor 

On Feb.27 the Liberal government announc- 
ed that it would abolish the Canada Assistance 
Plan (CAP) and 4 of the 5 rights it contains for 
all citizens of Canada. The only right to remain 
is that people in need can't be denied welfare 
because of the province they're from. The 
Canada Social Transfer takes the place of 
CAP in 1996197, but abolishing the other 4 
rights means that not even this :mobility" right 
is secure. 

The other rights are: 
the right to income when in need 
the right to an income that takes into 
account budgetary requirements 
the right to appeal 
the right not to have to work for welfare 

Human Resources Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
called these rights for low income people 
"restrictions" on provinces. These rights do 
restrict provinces from using poor people as 

cheap labour, and from denying them benefits 
when in need. But these "restrictions" on 
provinces are hndamental economic human 
rights for citizens. They are rights that Canada 
is committed to preserving through United 
Nations documents it has signed over the last 
45 years, starting with the UN Declaration on 
Human Rights in 1948 to the Copenhagen 
Summit documents this month. 
The Liberals say that they will negotiate with 

the provinces over the next few months to 
come up with standards to replace the 
standards in CAP. In Axworthy's Green 
Paper he suggests that CAP standards be 
replaced with the unenforceable "goals" of 
"promoting employability" and ""reducing 
child poverty." 
"Promoting employability" fits right in with 

the government's push to use social programs 
to promote cheap labour instead of creating 
jobs. "Reducing child poverty" sounds nice 
but in the Green Paper it meant increasing 
adult poverty by taking money from unem- 
ployment insurance and adults on welfare. 

Loss of the rights in CAP could be absolutely 
devastating to low income people. CAP is the 
only place in Canadian law giving people eco- 
nomic human rights. Without CAP homeless- 
ness and hunger could skyrocket to US levels. 



the right to income 
assistance 
regardless of the 
province you're 
from Liberals 
keep this right, 
but provinces 
could do this ... 

the right to income 
when in need 
Liberals end this 
right. Provinces 
could do this. .. 
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What will happen to people on welfare 
without the rights in CAP? 

the right to appeal 
welfae decisions 
you disagree with. 
Liberals end this 
right. Provinces 
would do this ... 

4. CAP ,@It: 
the right not to 
have to work or 
train for welfare. 
Liberals end this 
right. This could 
happen ... 

GIVE FROM TO PEOPLE OTHE 

PROVINCES. 

BUT THAT'S ILLEGAL ! 

T I M  F R O M .  

SORRY. WE ABOLISHE 
OUR APPEAL PROCESS 
WI-IKN THE LIBERALS 



Urgent Action 
Over the next few months the federal and 

wovincial governments will be negotiating 
wer whether to have national standards and 
what they should be. We need to put a lot of 
Jressure on both federal and provincial 
3overnments. They should set strong national 
;tandards that protect the economic human 
-ights of all. 

We need 
All the rights now in CAP 

D A means of enforcing these rights so low 
income people can effectively challenge 
violations 

B Participation of low income people and 
organisations accountable to low income 
people in the negotiations 

D The rights should be enshrined at 
provincial and federal levels. 

Here's what you can do 
Write to your provincial Minister of Social 
Services. Make the four points above and 
add your own reasons why citizens of 
Canada need the rights ion CAP. 
Organise a lobby trip in you r community 
to your local MLA and MP. Tell them 
about the importance of national 
standards for social programs. 
Educate people you know about the rights 
in CAP and get them to help us lobby for 
good national standards. 

If you need any help, call End Legislated 
Povertv at 879- 1209. 

Dear Editor, 
Here's our annual donation and all your 

stamps that never got cancelled "On the 
Reverse Side"! 

Thanks for a great newsletter and keeping us 
informed on what's really happening. 

Our love to everyone at Carnegie. 
Paula R. 

Dear Carnegie People - 
Oops! Just opened some back issues of the 

Carnegie Newsletter and found your note re 
renewal. Use the money for stamps and the 
remainder for any special needs. 

Thanks to you and to Princess Margaret for 
the previous issues. 

I look foward to the coming year. I am 
always moved in my heart and also have my 
political awareness raised by your newsletter. 

May your good work continue. 
Diane 

Dear Carnegie, 
Sincere apologies for this very late "Thank 

You" for Carnegie's most generous donation 
to the Downtown Eastside Women's Centre at 
Christmas. Enclosed is a receipt for $250. 
We had a tremendous amount of support 

from donors over the holiday period, and with 
only a few of us writing letters and sending 
out receipts, we found it difficult to keep up. I 
need hardly tell you how much your help was 
appreciated and also that it was put to very 
good use. 

Thank you again. 
Janette Hunter 

(Editor's note: Thieves broke into the DEWC 
in the past week and stole their computer and 
other equipment. If you can help or can direct 
the search for the scum who'd do this, call the 
Women's Centre at 681-8480.) 
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THE PELF OF YOUR SELF 

It has been said that the difference between 
fascism and communism is simply the order of 
the class which each sets out to control: 

In fascism, the workers are crushed first, then 
the capitalists are slowly and systematically 
exploited. In Communism, the capitalists are 
put out of the way first, then the workers are 
inducted into a program of non-incentive 
labour and are soon destroyed. And then in the 
Asian Communist countries the idea is 
Socialism with a capitalist safety net. Of course 
it is Capitalism with a socialist safety net in the 
North American capitalist countries. 

Like a drop of black ink splashed in the 
centre of white tissue paper that will continue 
its relentless concentric course, relying on the 
natural capillary action of the thin wood-pulp, 
until the entire paper is blotted blank, thus 
could negative "carpet-baggers" ruin any 
established communitv. 

Vancouver is most known for Expo 86; 
however, it is best known for is natural 
features, especially the people, the ocean, the 
mountains and its (em)bracing weather. 

The future is nebulous at best. It is a thick, 
blinding yet invisible veil that often leaves me 
rather non-plussed. 

Interestingly my initials could stand for 
Democratic Kakistocrat. (Kakistrocracy - 
government of the crazy and insane.) And DK 
sounds like decay, which is more than a little 
disheartening ... except Buddha once said "All 
composite things decay.. . " 

Summer will be here, Spring is just stating. 
Who knows what could happen? 
Life is Entropy and impermanence devours all 

DEAN KO 
PS In June, 1997, Hong Kong will again be 
part of the People's Republic of China as 
Britain's lease on the city as a colony expires. 
Perhaps this could turn out to be a case of the 
classic Chinese fable of the mouse swallowing 
the + tiger. 

I----- - Downtown Eastside. Guess it means more 
policing is going to happen and usually that 
means the impoverished and men of colour 

Yeah, they want to build a pmon in Port 
will end up doing their time - two years less a 

Coquitlam. So you say Vancouver ain't Poco. day - or going through, maybe to a SIFU or 

Wrong. 
"special handling unit". Ain't prison lovely? 

What is intended is a $54 d o n  facility It will a&ct all of us, Poco included. Please 

including 250 beds and hot and cold running speak out against ths project. It isn't a done 

":behavioural modification." deal yet. Contact PAP or Sandi at 941-3924 or 

A lovely prison at 145 Kingsway in Poco, Mayor Len Traboulay of Poco at 942-6248. 

which is a swamp I might add. Hey does Any assistance is welcome. Remember it 

anyone know the regulations pertaining to the could be you or someone you love in that 
prison for men. Call M A  Mike Farnworth at construction of a building housing people on 

swampland in regards to earthquake standards? 94 1-4001 or your MLA. Thanks. 

Back to how is going to affect you in the Mike Bohnert 



FOCUS ON bureaucracies and idiotic regulatory bodies, 
including local versions of the Food Bank. 

The lowlights of the day included two 

POVERTY 
individuals, one being Michael McCarthy, 
owner and pusher of Spare Change News, the 
other Owen Lippert, from the Fraser Institute. 

A one day conference focusing on McCarthy kept lumping his paper in with 
poverty in Canada. Special emphasis . true street papers like the Big Issue in England 
will be placed on examining the extent 

of such poverty and finding possible 
solutions. 

The Langley Legal Assistance Centre held a 
one-day conference - "Focus on Poverty." 
Discussion of the CAP crisis by Jean Swanson 
was one of the highlights. Sheila Baxter spoke 
on Children in Poverty, Dayle Mosely from 
DERA detailed the ongoing crisis in housing, 
especially in the DE, Jordan McDaniel of 
SPARC spoke on income security and Carolyn 
McCool talked about poverty and the Law. 

The gathering saw about 75 people from all 
walks of life, including not a few single 
mothers trying to cope with insensitive 

and a couple in the States. Referring to these 
other's social services and contributions, he 
never connected Spare Change itself with any 
such good works. 
Lippert was a rambling and unprepared 

speaker. He must have thought the audience 
was going to be a room full of lawyers and 
professional people. When he saw the majority 
were low income he tried to keep a chain on 
his tongue but failed. Comments about 
"abolishing minimum wage, a time limit on 
welfare, cutting off anyone able to work, the 
rights in CAP being 60's thinking and not 
valid in the 90's, that corporate values are not 
neutral and that they are the only values worth 
considering.. ." 

He chucked his prepared speech about 5 
seconds after getting to the mike, seeing that 
we were not his ~rsiral audience that we were 
not going to nod in the right places t le did 
say that "Yes! I'he Fraser Institute is a non- 
profit, educational and research organisation 
quite deserving of its charity status."(!) 

He left abruptly after his time was up and the 
conference continued, coming to the conclus- 
ion in the 'solutions' phase that we are, indeed 
in this for the Long Haul and only together 
can we make a difference. The coming times 
are the dark side - collective efforts and indi- 
vidual persistence.. . spirituality at the core. 

We are working now for our children and for 
the fimdamental change in society as a whole. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



Hey! 
Look what I found ... 

Back in December 1992, developers declared 
war on the low income community in the 
Downtown Eastside. At that t h e ,  a little 
known document named "Suggestions 
Leading to a Community Plan for Gastown" 
was prepared for the gastown business 
establishment. It lays out the basic strategy that 
the developers and their allies down here have 
been following. 

Did you know, for example, that "there is a 
$fierce& compe fifive economic strzggle 
between market and non-market interests in 
the area? " Well, this is how gastown business 
groups and property owners see things. What 
they mean by this k that there is a war between 
themsehies and 953'0 of the people who live in 
this neighbourhood. 

They claim that social housing and social 
services "dominate market development" and 
call for "a moratorium 017 all non-market and 
social agency development." This means that 
if they get their way, there will be no more 
low-rental housing built around here and 
neither will there will be any new services 
available without their say so. 
Developers and their allies want people 

whose income is below the poverty line (that's 
95% of the neighbourhood) to play second 
fiddle to upscale developments that will help 
them line their pockets. If your name is on one 
of those endless waiting lists for low-rentals, 
you'll just have to keep on waiting if these 
folks get their way. And if you're one of the 
people who goes to a sandwich line, or uses 
the Dugout, or checks into a detox, then you'd 

better get ready to look somewhere else. These 
people want a complete halt to anything that 
helps people support themselves unless they 
pay for it directly. 

You see, the vision these people have for 
gastown doesn't include people with low 
incomes. Because renovation of heritage 
buildings costs so much money, developers 
"ask for rents and chentele who can 
economical& support their investment. This 
'upscaling ' of clientele and tenants invariably 
conflicts on the street with those social service 
clients who frequent the area. " Can you 
believe it? These guy don't even recognize 
Downtown Eastside people as residents of 
their own community? The vast majority of 
people in the neighbourhood become "socid 
service clients who frequent the area. " What 
an insult! 

What's even more fightening is that these 
people want to expand the boundaries of the 
gastown, so that they have a say all over the 
neighbourhood. They say they need to "de$ne 
an area immediately trround ' gastown to 
create a t p e  of transition area, which will 
heEp protect the careful& considered land use 
and development policies which aflect 
gastuwn. " In other words, there will be no 



development anywhere in the neighbourhood 
without an OK from the sastown business 
establishment. This is the same group that 
claims that "balance" in the neighbourhood 
means more condos and no more social 
housing or services fbr the majo- ~ty of people 
who live in the Downtown Eastside. 

It's time tbr those of us in the Downtown 
Eastside who don't buy into the developers' 
vision to start talking about our own vision. 
The people of this neighbourhood need to say 
loud and clear what h i d  of community there 

All BC Transit passengers are 
legally entitled to request and 

receive a fare deferral any 
time they lack sufficient funds 

or exact fare. Ask the driver 
for a -lcAa, and 

you won't have to pay now. 
You are expected to pay at a 

later date. This is the law. 
should be and decide how to go aboutcreating it This is your right. Use it ! 

Antirenters Wore Masks with Horns as They Defied Their Landlords. 

ANTIRENTER was one of a group of tenant farmers rents. In  1839, a patroon named Van Rensselaer tried 

in Ncw York who fought against paying rents to the to collect $400,000 in back rents. The angry farmers, 

prrb.oons (landlords). The group was active from 1839 .disguised in Indian clothes and masks, terrorized the 

to 1847. Most patroons had inherited their property landlords of Columbia and Delaware counties. They 

from Dutch ancestors oC the early 1600's. The tenants formed antircnt societies. 'The Antirenters soon became 

on  larsc estates had lived there all their lives, and their so strong that they could easily defeat any political party 

f'aniilics had lived there for gencrations before them. which took a stand against them. The antirent societies 

'I'l~cy Celt that the land rightfully belonged to them. got the New York constitution of 1846 amended in 

Sonieti~nes they went for years without paying any their favor. The farms were handed over to the tenants 
in 1847. 

THIS IS M'f REPORT ON 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 

KNOWIN6 HOW TO READ. .. 
IF YOU cAN'T'READ, 
AND YOU #T A LOVE 
LETTER, YOU WON'T 
KNOW WHAT IT SAYS.. 


