


If you think Expo '86 was bad news for 
the Downtown Eastside, wait until the Wood- 
wards building gets gobbled up by a new 
condo renovation. It'll make the 1,000 evict- 
ions that took place because of Expo look like r 
a party. Fama Holdings is a West Vancouver- 
based condo developer that wants to build 350 
"10fi7' style condos in the old department store. 
The effect of this monster development will be 
devastating to the our community. Whatever 
happens in the Woodwards building will have 
a dramatic effect on the direction the 1 

neighbourhood takes in the next 10 years. 
The developer says he will pay $20 

million to buy the building, and another $20- 
30 million to renovate it. At avehge price of 
$175,000 each, the condos alone will bring in 
$61 million. The two floors of retail space and 

the sale of the land between kodwards and 
the Cambie Hotel, along Cordova St. will 
likely bring in another $5 to $10 million. 

Fama Holdings will make $10 to $20 
million. The community will get nothing but 
grief from this development unless we are pre- 
pared to make a stand. The official line on this 
project is that the developer is offering some 
land to build social housing on the land be- 
tween the Cambie Hotel and the Woodwards 
buildmg, along the south side of Cordova. 

The truth is that the developer will sell 

this land at market prices to whoever buys it. 
That might be a social housing group and it 
might not. Even if it is, there will only be 80 
units of social housing. That will be 18% of 
all the housing on the site and it will be 
segregated from the upscale housing in the 
actual Woodwards building. And IF there is 
social housing built there, it will likely be 
housing that would have gone into the 
community somewhere eke. So its not like 
we're getting something we would not have 
had already. Thanks Alot! 

This development couldn't come at a 
worse time. We're still reeling fiom the over- 
whelming condo construction in Gastown. 
Meanwhile, massive new condo complexes 
have gone up on Main St. and at Pender and 
Abbott. Together with the new sports arena 
and the proposed convention centre not far 
away, these projects will reshape the Down- 
town Eastside, putting even more pressure on 
the shrinking amount of affordable housing. 

Converting to overnight profits or 
renovating to more upscale uses are mighty 
tempting for hard-pressed residential hotel 
owners, as we saw during Expo. But this time, 
we're looking at permanent changes, not just a 
6 month fair. 

A development like this one will start 
pushing out all the low income housing for 
blocks around it. Property values will start to 
increase as news of the development gets out 
to other land owners. Building owners all aver 
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that part ofthe Downtown Eastside will see 
this as the signal to get ready to redevelop their 
properties into something that fits in with the 
yuppie life-style. 

That means we can start saying goodbye 
to the hotels that provide somewhat affordable 
housing for people with low incomes. High 
land prices also mean that there will not be 
much more social or low rental housing built in 
our community. If you're one of the people 
on the endless waiting lists for low-rentals, 
you'd better start thinking about looking 
elsewhere for an affordable place to live. 

People call that part of Hastings a ghost- 
town, a no-man's land. Boarded up store- 
fronts, broken glass, a few for-lease and for- 
sale signs nailed to the front of empty 
buildings. The planners and developers say 
that the 350 condos in Woodwards wiU bring 
more balance and revitalize the street. But their 
vision of the neighbourhood doesn't include 
the people who live here now. 

Sure, they'll tell you they want everyone 
to have a place to live. But those are only 
words. The city has no way of ensuring hotels 
are not converted to overnight rooms or back- 
packers hostels. There is also no way to stop 
hotels from being closed, and then demolished 
or converted for other uses. No one is putting 
their money where their mouth is. That's 

. -.' ; -  -I.. '. 
The best ofyesterhy and tphy., 

'?2.--i. 
~est"erhvi charm with tohvi ; ' 

because they don't really believe the words 
they say. 

As an exmple, take the Victory Square 
Plan, which covers the area west of Cmall 
Street, between Pender and Cordova. It cont- 
ains all kinds of gce words about making sure 
the community has a place there. But the real 
plan is to flood the area with 2500 more condo 
residents. The same area has about 700 people 
living in hotels right now. The city has no 
money or plans to build better, more secure, 
affordable housing of them. Some balance. 

It's about time the people of the 
Downtown Eastside started saying what kind 
of community should be here. The people, not 
the planners and developers, need to say what 
plans we have for this part of the city and 



figure out ways to make them real. In the meantime, to find out more, check 
In the next couple of months, staff and out the DERA meeting on April 20 at 1 pm 

volunteers fiom the Carnegie Community in the Carnegie Centre Theatre. 
Action Project will be visiting hotels, drop-ins 
and other &ghbourhood c&es to see what By JEFF SOMMERS 
kind of community you want to live in. Keep 
an eye out for notices, or call John or Pam at 

A new developer, Fama Holdings Inc. of 
West Vancouver, has bought the historic 
Woodwards Building, and is now shopping his 
development proposal around the neighbour- 
hood. And he wants you to buy in. 

Fama is offering to the Downtown Eastside 
comrnmity 350 units of condos (they call them 
loft apartments) at the "entry level" price of 
$160,000 to $190,000. Now if this offer does 
not get you racing out of your hotel room with 
cheque book in hand, then the developer has 
another deal for you. For those who are a few 
dollars short for the big meal, Fama Holdings 
Inc. is offering the little carrot. 
If you are good and support the developer, he 

might allow 80 units of non-market housing to 
be built in the not-so-historic parking lot just 
west of the Woodwards building. The catch is 
that Fama is neither building nor paying for 

this non-market housing. What the developer is 
doing is taking land that has been in the 
Downtown Eastside for decades and offering 
to sell it back to us at market value. Fama is 
asking you and me to give up a building that 
has been a central part of the neighbourhood 
since the beginning of the century and buy in 
for housing that we would have to pay for 
oursekes through the provincial government, if 
it ever gets built at all. 

With this so-called offer, like so many others, 
the developer is throwing us a few crumbs 
hoping that the community will, out of desper- 
ation, grab them. As pressures build on the 
Downtown Eastside there will be more devel- 

I 
opers who will want us to buy in for a couple I 

of units, a few jobs, some vague promises. 
They will dangle carrots and make offers until I I 
there is no more community to give. 
That is why it is so important that we take a 

stand. And what better place to do this than at 



Woodwards, at Abbott and Hastmgs, where a 
large red brick building was once the meeting 
place for a community. What better comer to 
rekindle a spirit and create our own vision for 
the neighbourhood, instead of buying into 
someone else's. The time seems right for us to 
once again say what we want for the 
Woodwards building, what kind of hod= 
will work best for the neghbourhood. 

It's not time to give up, but to fight for what 
is right. Not too many years ago, residents of 
the Downtown Eastside were told that they 
would get no part of the old Carnegie Library, 
or at the very most they would get a small 
piece. People in the neighbourhood did not 

want a handout, some crumbs, and fought for 
what they thought was right. The Carnegie 5. 
Community Centre stands as a monument to 
that spirit. 
CRAB Park, a few years later, was irnposs- 

ible for those in power but not for the 
community. All you have to do is go down to 
the waterfkont to see what's possible. 
Sometimes the Downtown Eastside seems like 
a place of impossibilities. But all we have to do 
is look around and see what is possible when 
determined people work together. 
From the four comers of the neighbourhood 

it is time to join hands, forget past differences, 
and rekindle the spirit that changed the name 
of a community from Skid Road to the Down- 
town Eastside. We are being invited to give up 
and buy in. Let's stand up and speak out. 
In the next few weeks there will be much dis- 

cussion and some events focusing on Wood- 
wards. For example, on Thursdav. April 
20th, at 1:00 pm in the Carnegie Centre 
Theatre, DERA, for its regular monthly meet- 
ing, has asked representatives of the Wood- 
wards developer to explain their intentions. 
They will be making their pitch. So if you want 
to know more, this will be an opportunity to 
listen and to make your voice heard. 

By JOHN SHAnER 

( ) DERA General Meeting 

April 20, Thursday, 1: 00 pm 
Carnegie Theatre 

WOODWARDS 



Peter Sherstobitoff. 
He seemed to have been at Camegie forever. 

Death is lingering in our community. We are 
in mourning for one of our seniors. 
- a man who gave so much of his time 

volunteering in the Carnegie Kitchen; 
- he always had that special smile and a kind 

word for everyone; 
- he was seen on Hastings, walking hand and 

hand with his girfiend; 
Peter was not only a good fkiend, he was a 

father, a brother and a son. I 

Peter SherstobitoEd be missed by us all. 
See you in the future my friend. 

--- - 
Wheels. I 







A V.O.I.C.E. From The Distant Past? 

In December of 1993, a workshop called The 
Puck Stops Here was held in the Strathcona 
Community Centre under the auspices of The 
Employment and Education Working Group of 
the Downtown Eastside/Strathcona Coalition. 

The workshop attracted over 40 participants, 
all of whom were eager to participate in the 
then new and revolutionary concept of emplo- 
ying people from within the communities 
directly affected by the new construction of the 
downtown Canucks hockey arena. 

a The first indication that this kind of initiative 
"THE PUCK STOPS HERE" 

,V1 

9. 
and the Ministry of Social Services, and was 
attended by Mike Horsey and Laura Stannard, 
representing the Arena Corp. By afl accounts 
the workshop was deemed to be enormously 
successfi\l. and the project's future seemed 
most promising. Since that time, however, little 
if any interest has been shown fiom any level 
at the provincial government ministries or 
of its civil servants, or the Northwest Arena 
Corp., in pushing this concept. Despite 
considerable volunteer hours of effort by 
Pomponia Schmidt-Weinmar on behalf of the 
coalition, and despite enduring enormously 
fmtrating episodes of apathy by The Arena 
Corp., hope was held out that somehow, some 
way, this worthy project would one day be 
successful. 
Nearly two years later, the same "vehicle", 

now re-named V.O.I.C.E. and with a shiny 

a 
Downtown Eastside/Strathcnna Coalition 

Employment and  ducati ion W o r b g  Group 

could be possible came earlier still. City Plan- 
ner Ian Smith and Griffiths famiIy representa- 
tives responded at a public meeting at the 
Chinese Cultural Centre to concerns of 
residents of both the Downtown Eastside and 
Strathcona that the new (yet unconstructed) 
arena would deliver only noise, disruption and 
traffic density to its new neighbours, with 
nothing positive to offer in exchange. 

The December '93 workshop was funded 
jointly by the Northwest Arena Corporation 

the streets to the fanfare ofthe same people 
who are just as desperate for re-training and 
employment now as they were then. 
They have every right to ask: Why did it take 

the test drivers this long to get interested in 
putting this sleek new vehicle out on thetasel? 
Why has this model been sitting in mothballs 
for nearly two years? 

It's extremely important for any healthy 
community hl people w'no commit 
substantially of their time are property 
recognized for the value of their efforts, and 
that they and their work are treated with 
respect. I wish to extend a personal note of 
thanks to Pomponia Schmidt-Weinmar, 
Jonathan Lay and all those who helped get 
The Puck Stops Here designed and ready for 
production. It's unfortunate that others saw fit 
to hot-wire it whille it was left unattended and 
whisk it out for a self-fulfilling joy ride. 

Ian MacRae 
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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA 
First Reading March 20th, 1995 

BILL C-76 
Termination of Payments 

No CAP? NO WAY! 

In practical terms, Bill C-76 means: 
The Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) is re- 

pealed, effective April 1, 1996. All rights in 
CAP will be gone, allowing provinces to legal- 
ly deny social assistance to people in need or 
force people to work for their welfare benefits. 

The Bill also puts in place a process by 
which the federal government will gradually 
lose the control it now has over national health 
care standards (within ten years). 
Consequences of ending CAP 
Without these rights, a province could: 
0 decide to cohpletely abolish welfare for 

certain categories of people or because their 
budget is used up; 

0 impose strict time limits for financial 
support; 

0 decide to remove the right to appeal what a 
person might consider a bad or unfair 
decision; 

0 impose workfare (ask persons to work or 
train as a condition of receiving welfare); 

0 provide a minimum amount of money that 
does not recognize the real costs of living in 
your region or city. 

Bill C-76 means the end of the social sdety 
net as we know it. We are being asked to trust 
the provinces to do what is right and fair for 
those in need. After the Klein experience in 
Alberta, can we do that'? Don't let the federal 
government get out of its responsibility of 
protecting those in need. 

Health ... 
The meeting that just finished in Vancouver - 

all the provincial ministers of health - gives a 
clear idea of what the future of Medicare is if 
the Liberals get their way. They have already 
done nothing to halt the escape of the federal 
government from cutting health spending - 
passage of Bill (2-76 will sign the death 
warrant for national health standards that are 
currently enforceable only because of the cash 
contribution made by the feds! Right now 
provinces are bound by the tive principles of 
Medicare. These guarantee that aJl Canadians 
have access to a health care system that is 
universal, accessible, comprehensive, portable 
and publicly administered. When the cash 
contribution of the federal government is gone, 
so are Canadian health standards. 

When all standards for health care are gone, 
the provinces will be able to legally expaiment 

with user fees and privatisation because they 
will now be paying all of their health care bills. 
In other words, national Medicare as we know 
it will be dead. 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that 
poverty is the biggest cause of poor health. By 
ending national standards for social welfare 
and by cutting financial support for all the 
major social programs including unemploy- 
ment insurance and social housing, the Federal 



Government will not only create more poverty, 
it will be putting more pressure on the health 
care system. 

HERE'S WHAT CAN BE DONE: 
Make an appointment with your MP. (They 
are all in their constituencies until April 21st.) 
Tell them what CAP is and what it's repeal 
really means. Prepare questions to ask - don't 

€0 FINN 
. . . of the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, a research organization 
supported and funded mostly by labor 
unions 

L ET'S IMAGINE that Machi- 
avelli is alive today, serv- 
ing as a guru for the most 
powerful princes of indus- 

try. Let's suppose they ask him for 
advice on how to transform a coun- 
try into their private profit-making 
cornucopia. They own half the coun- 
try's wealth already, but they want 
more - much more - even if i t  
means forcing lower living standards 
on everyone else. 

Let's suppose, further, that Machi- 
avelli develops a strategy for help- 
ing them achieve that  objective. 
What form would it take? I have no 
more insight into such a cunning 
mind than you do, but I think his 
strategy would probably consist of 
six stages. Here they are: 

First, make sure all political par- 
ti& will do your bidding. This is done 
mainly by buying politicians with 
election campaign contributions. 
The banks', insurance companies, 
stockbrokers and other business 
firms are advised to split their finan- 
cial support between the Liberals 
and Tories. They don't have to 
bankroll the Reform party, since it 
shares their views, anyway. 

It also helps to have most candi- 
~ ~ t ~ f m m e  frnm h r ~ c i n ~ c c  finanrial 
.and law firms that are part of the 
business establishment. 

Even if the worst happens and a 
mildly progressive party (like the 

assume they know much about it! 13. 
Write a letter to your MP. 
Send her or him a copy of this article! 
Go with fiends.. in a group.. no matter how 
useless or ineffectual you feel your MP is, the 
more input they get, the more they will have to 
realise the importance of this issue. 

Q: What do you call 
a government that 
uforgives" $90 billion in 
tax revenues owed by 
wealthy individulas and 
profitable corporations, 
cuts jobs, public services 
and unemployment 
insurance and chops 
$25 billion from programs for students, the 
and the sick? 

A: Wilfully blind. 
Morally bankrupt. 
Liberal. 

New Democratic Party used to be) 
wins an election, it can be brought 
to heel by threats of a capital strike. 

Second, own or.Wence the media 
It's not necessary to have a police 
state to control people's bodies ifyou 
have the propaganda means to con- 
trol their minds. As long as people 
can be persuaded that what you tell 
them is true, they will accept, how- 
ever grudgingly, government poli- 
cies based on that belief. 

Such business-oriented media are 
especially helpful in a TINA ("there 
is no alternative'? campaign. If only 
one "solution" to an economic or 

reminds them, will not by itself rec- 
oncile most people to the widening 
gap between rich and poor that the 
princes of commerce crave. Most 
people will not willingly opt for a 
society that is less equitable, less 
humane, less civilized -not unless 
there is some perceived crisis that 
makes such a sacrifice unavoidable. 

A "fiscal crisis," for example, is 
easyto engineer. High interest rates 
and compound interest will run up 
large public debts every time. So will 
a  lot nf r i n n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a r v  homowing from 
foreigners. 80 will letting corpo- 
rations pay lit.tle or no taxes. 



noid to think that this hlnchiavellian 
six-stage formula would ever be 
embraced by.any democratically 
elected government. Mind you, it's 
hard to e.xplain the transformation 
of New Zealand since 1984 in any 

our debts and defisits under con- 
trol. 

Armed with such a manufac- 
tured crisis and the obliging 
media to exaggerate its dangers, 
the business barons and their 
political minions can safely begin 
their "reforms." They will have no 
effective opposition. The few pro- 
testers who persist in parading 
around with picket signs can be eas- 
ily dismissed as obstructive trou- 
blemakers. 

Fourth, have a hidden agenda. 
Never let your political vassals tell 
the voters in an election campaign 
what they really intend to do if they 
get elected. Not unless you're sure 
you've brainwasped them suffi- 
ciently first. (Granted, Ralph Klein 
and Clyde Wells campaigned suc- 
cessfully by promising spending cuts, 
but such candor is still risky for most 
other politicians.) 

Filth, hit 'em hard, and hit 'em fast. 
Implement the harshest policies to 
deal with the "crisis" during the first 
few vparr g n ~ r  an p l ~ c t i n n  mmn i F  

most people have 
not yet been convinced there real- 
ly is a crisis. Cutbacks, deregula- 
tion, sales of government assets, 
wage freezes, layoffs, and other dra- 
conian actions can be excused as  
unavoidable in a crisis that demand- 
ed an extreme response.. 

By "hitting 'em hard and fast," a 
newly elected government can 
bedevil opposition groups in so many 
ways on so many fronts that their 
protests can be diffused and disor- 
ganized. They will be unable to 
mount strong resistance to so many 
different attacks. 

Sixth, develop a "retroactive con- 
sensus!' Alter refomling society to 
their corporate masters' blueprint 
in the first few years, the politicians 
can spend the time remaining before 
the next election in reinforcing the 
TINA excuse. They can persuade the 
voters hurt by the blitz of cutbacks 
that the government had no choice 
but to take this tough love approach 
to deal with the fiscal crisis. 

T)f oni~rco  vn~l 'd  h ~ r m  tn he  ngr*. 

strategy. T h e ~ e d  Book's promise 
of jobs has been replaced by a corn- 
mitment to debt reduction through 
social spending cuts. Billiondollar 
profits for the banks are applauded, 1 
while unemployment and welfare ' 
benefits are  deemed too generous. 
Higher interest-rate returns for 
investors a r e  good for the econo- 
my, but lower wages for workers are 
even better. Further cuts may come 
in funding for health care and edu- 
cation, but no additional tax revenue 
should come from the wealthy. 

I 

0 F COURSE, these trends are 
coincidental. They have nothing to 
do with any Machiavellian strate- 
gy. It may seem at first glance that 
the Liberals a r e  bent on "biew 
Zealandizing" Canada, but surely, if 
that were the case, they would not 
be continuing to ride so high in the 
opinion polls. Would they? 

No - not unless they really were 
following Machiavellian strategy, 
rand i t  wnr ivnrkinn nodo.- 



To: Premier Mike Harcourt 
Re: PROPOSED NEW TRADE & 

CONVENTION CENTRE 

Location is the key question with regards to a 
new Trade & Convention centre. 

It should probably be placed somewhere 
outside of Vancouver, and joined by fibre- 
optic technology and fast ferries to the existing 
centre at Canada Place. 
However, the political direction seems to be 

to want to place it in downtown Vancouver Of 
the 4 potential locations, 2 of them do real 
harm to the existing lowrent roominghouses of 
the downtown eastside. On March 7th both 
Emery Barnes MLA and the Premier under- 
stood that about 1500 existing lowrent housing 
units would be lost due to inflated real estate 
prices if a Port megaproject (Son of Seaport) 
went in on the central waterfront. 

, Locating a new Trade & Convention centre 
1 on the east side of Canada Place would mean 

4 
- 

the loss of such housing and safe, local use of 
Crab Park. Concord Pacific's proposal (Beatty 
& Dmmuir) would also lead to the loss of at 
least 1000 existing lowrent units. 

The cumulative effect of the many large-scale 
projects that have already been approved near 
the downtown eastside will seriously impact on 
this fragile community. Social costs of the 
dislocation and eviction of downtown eastside 
people will be large. People being forced to 
live on the streets wiU increase violence in the 
area and have a negative effect on tourism. 
The Marathon Burrard Landing site west of 

Canada Place is the best location if a new 
T&C centre is to be built in Vancouver. This 
site has all the scenic beauty of Burrard Inlet 
and close proximity to Stanley Park, while 
having none of the hannful impacts on 
lowincome housing. Creative government 
employment initiatives could likely be 
incorporated here also. 

- By DON LARSON 

70 READ O R  
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Poets me invited to submit a short (under 40 lines) piece for Be next newxleiter (deadline 
April 25) to be includedin Be special SfR1NG F E Y .  f OC;TRYse&n of Be May Istissue: 



* Neighbour to Neighbour, a beginning of a 
Ward system perhaps, is rife with discontent at 
the pace, scale and practical indifference of 
development. The lack of wholeness (common 
sense) in virtually every project gets the 
ultimate question up at every turn - 

"Why can't they ever get it right?" 
* Irene Schmidt was successfU1 at getting 

seven people reinstated on GAIN. They had 
all started going to school to improve their 
chances of getting work and had been 
immediately cut off. Irene opposed this - they 
were all looking for work during the day and 
those going to class in the day were getting 
training to get work - the whole point! 

* The Needle Exchange got transferred to 
some other department in the Ministry of 
Health; somebody named Callahan decided to 
expand the program by having other places1 
people hand out syringes but with none of the 
guidelines evolved by DEYAS. He went to see 
John Turvey, telling him to do the same and 
take boxes of needles here and there. John 
took out the contract DEYAS has with the 
Ministry and told Callahan to eat it. Harm 
reduction is the principle, not dumping 
needles in every agency in the community. 
* Mayor Owen got heated at Council, saying 
that the City is putting housing in the 

Downtown Eastside and he doesn't want to 
hear any more complaints that we are being 
"ignored." He goes back twenty years, citing 
all the DERA buildings, the Four Sisters Co- 
op, basically any social housing in the 
neighbourhood, as 'gifts' from the City. The 
stupidity of the man is clear as he regards all 
the condos now in the plans as "housing". 
Margaret Prevost asks, "Show me one 
person living here who has $160,000- 
$200,000 to pay for this "housing" and 95% 
of us residents won't know him or her at all" 
* DERA invited Owen to the April General 
Membership meeting. M e r  no reply for 
weeks, and a repeat saying the date would be 
changed to suit any schedule Owen had (or 1 
might dream up), a letter came saying he 
couldn't (wouldn't) in April or any other time 

I 
either. He cited all that is being done (sic) by 

the City for us and feels that's all he has time 
for ... getting someone to tell him what to think 
* Off The Wall was the focus of a reading/ 
gatherindentertainment bash on the 3d floor 
on Wednesday. Good times! The Learning 
Centre is learning about itself and the Down- 
town Eastside and the outcome may be 
somebody's answer to "Where are all the 
local residents?" 



* Jim Green came out against the proposed 
condo development of Woodwards; he's been 
involved in enough housing to know a bullshit 
deal, like the 'setting aside of land' for "social 
housing" confidently stated by Brooks (the 
PR people doing the instant consultation 
stuff) and Larry Beasely, Associate Director 
of Planning, wanting to be On Board in the 
same spirit that has him saying 2500 condos in 
Victory Square won't affect or impact on the 
lowincome housing and residents there now. 
Ron Yuen, supposedly trying to get money 
from the government to buy the land under the 
parking lot for social housing, is also on the 
Regional Health Board. Kind of a conflict 
when you are buying into a development that 
will radically change the living conditions of 

, many people in the area from bad to worse 
and being on a health body talking about the 

'l very same quality of life and the need to 
improve it.. . 

' 1 * The Carnegie Community Action Project 
is calling for a moratorium on any more 
condo developments until a community-based 

" 
housing plan is in effect. We have to get the 
provincial government, the city government 
and local residents to sit down together and 
look at the real issue - the Single Room 
Occupant places (hotels and rooming houses) 
and what is happening to all the thousands of 
people now living in them iflwhen condos get 
so profligate that they are virtually all 
squeezed out &/or converted into different 

k kinds of housing???? The present trend is 
going to create homelessness. 

* Beware of Gordon Campbell in a good 
mood. ELP met with him and he was nice and 
polite, saying good things about welfare. Then 
he let it fall out of his mouth: "People 
shouldn't have rights. It restricts others, 
makes it harder to change. You have to be 
flexible." So if it's your right to get a basic 
income when in need and this restricts some 
rich person to get you to work for a starvation 
wage in any conditions you are restricting 
their flexibility and shame on you.. . 
* GHAPC (or John Lewis, ex-City Planner, 
best man at Ken Dobell's wedding, having the 
ear and nose and drool of Owen) wanted to 
set up a charade of a community planning 
council by having 5 of their number and five 
others whom they felt would be representative 
but not a bother. People at the meeting were 
appalled at their arrogant denseness. 
* The Block Party (idea) is alive..and well! 
The Carnegie Annual General Meeting is 
on the first Sunday in June. You have o be a 
member for 14 days to vote and for 60 days 
immediately prior to the election to run for a 
sea on the Board of Directors. 
* Bridge Housing needs letters of support. 
This is the decent plan to put 47 units of 
housing for poor women across the street 
from Crabtree Corner, with the Downtown 
Eastside Women's Centre on the first floor. 
The dismal excuses at GHAPC are trying to 
stop it and Bridge will be going to the 
Development Permit Board on May 23. Bring 
letters to Carnegie or DERA (9 E.Hastings). 
* Anyone interested in learning yoga and 
meditation? Stay tuned! 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



COMMUNITY IS 

Since we are already a community, as the 
dictionary defines it, (people living in the same 
area), the state of this community - the 
Downtown Eastside - is composed of all our 
habits, opinions, lifestyles, attitudes, as they 
exist now, with all the diversity & multiplicity 
that implies. We are community. So for people 
to say we art: going to "build" a community, or 
teach pcople or 'm@c them t~ bccomc or 
create a community, is just a convenient way 
to overlook the fact that this community is 
what it is right now with all the divergent 
elements it contains. 
IS a "street person" a member of the 

community? According to the dictionary 
definition they are. Is a "drug addict" a piirt of 
the community? Is an alcoholic? Is a drug 
dealer? They are if they live here, bottomline, 
as defmed by the dictionary used in library & 
courtrooms across the land. 
To set about building a community that exc- 

ludes certain community members in favour of 
others is a misunderstanding of what commun- 
ity means. Real community is a challenge to 
widen our acceptance, understanding & toler- 
ance of those who differ from us. I accept the 
businessman as long as he accepts the "junk- 
ie". If he accepts, understands, tolerates the 
baglady, the derelict, the ugly, the "useless", 
the "mentally challenged", the radical or 
unpopular or disruptive (up to a point). . . these 
people are all members of this community as 
defined by the legal terminology of society. 
Also, I think I must point out that "Carnegie" 

does not represent the community, nor does 
the "Four Corners", the Needle Exchange, 

DEYAS, DERA, United We Can or any other 
o%cial group. Social services are much too 
selective in their functions to realty represent 
the enormously diverse interests & activities 
that go on in the Downtown Eastside. And it is 
that total diversity that defines community. 

People who claim to be building or trying to 
fmd, or create, or inspire "community" would 
be more truthful if they'd admit that they don't 
like the Downtown Eastside in its present form 
(community) & are trying to change it. They 
are, in fact, not creating community but trying 
to "clean up the community." 

This puts a different light on things. While 
their social service work is in some ways 
commendable, we should see it as an attempt 
to change community, rather than accept it for 
what it is. 
Personally, I think the great lesson of 

community is the stretching of narrow 
perspectives it requires in order to include the 
amazing diversity that exists. Prejudice takes 
many forms; racism or sexism are just the most 
obvious examples. Anyone who sees we are a 
community already has an opportunity to work 
at overcoming prejudices of many kinds. 
"Crazy" people, sick people, old people, 

young people, addicted people, non-addicted 
people, working people, non-working people, 
friends, enemies, and so on. 

What is the common ground on which we 
can all meet as equals? - Community of course 
-just the fact that we all live & grow & learn 
to experience things together is enough. 
bbBuilders" of community should re-examine 
their motives fkom this point of view. 

TORA 
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DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, loam - 6pm. 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9am - 8pm every day. 
YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6pm-2am 
ACTIVITIES (except Mondays, 6pm-midnight) 
SOCIETY I 
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Joy T .420  
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Legal Services Society 4930 Deadline 
Ministrry o f  Social Services -$1,000 NEXT ISSUE 

25 April 

NEED HELP ? 
The Downtown Easlslde Residenls' Association 

can help you wilh: 

anv welfare problem 
~n~brmation on legal rights 
dispules with landlords 
unsafe living condi~ions . 
Income lax 
UIC problem 
finding housing 
opening a bank account 

Come Inlo the DERA office at 9 East Haslhgs SI. 
or phone us a1 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 21 YEARS. 



The Fight For The Carnegie Community Centre 
Part 10 One hundred and forty-one community 

DERA To Save Carnegie organisations and agencies in Vancouver were 
contacted, and thirty written replies expressed 

On August 217 DERA sent a letter to a interest in four main areas: health, education, 
number of community groups and agencies, recreation and human resources - meaning 
inviting them to a meeting regarding the counselling, housing registry, legal assistance, 
Carnegie Library on August 29th. and so on. 

On August 26th, tenders for the use of the On October 9, 1974, DERA wrote to the 
Carnegie Library were opened, and only one Social Services Committee at City Hall, 
was received. A lawyer by the name of Larry advising it that the DERA committee had a 
Fan proposed leasing the building in order to 
display exhibits he had purchased from the 
North Star Rock Museum of Minneapolis. 

On August 29th, DERA met with represent- 
atives from the Vancouver Social Planning 
Department, Parks Board, provincial Depart- 
ment of Human Resources, Downtown East- 
side Recreational Project, Stepout Program 
and the Vancouver Community College in the 
Carnegie itself, and the spirit of the dusty old 
building welcomed them. 

They talked of a gymnasium, a branch 
library, a counselling centre and an adult 
education program for the Downtown 
Eastside. Then they leR and the Carnegie was 
locked up again, but words of hope had been 
spoken and they lingered in the silent rooms. 

On September 9, 1974, the Vancouver 
Heritage Advisory Board recommended that 
the Carnegie Library be designated as a 
heritage building. Now, at least, the building 
was safe from the bulldozers. 

Assured that Carnegie could not be demo- 
lished, DERA organised a committee with 
representatives from the Parks Board, Van- 
couver Community College, Vancouver 
Public Library and the Downtown Community 
Health Society. The purpose was to gather 
and co-ordinate proposals received from 
community groups interested in Carnegie as a 
multi-purpose community centre. 

tentative plan for the Carnegie Library, and 
requesting an appearance before the Social 
Services Committee on October 17th. 
This request was granted and DERA, with 

the support of the other organisaitons on the 
committee and the help of the architectural 
firm of Downs/Archambault, presented a brief. 
It asked the Social Services Committee to 
recommend that City Council develop the 
Carnegie building as a multi-use neighbour- 
hood services facility that would provide 
education, a branch library, a gymnasium, a 
craR centre, snack bar, pool tables, meeting 
rooms and counselling for the residents of the 
Downtown Eastside. 

The Social Services Committee, of which 
councillor Harry Rankin was the chair, 
endorsed the idea of a multi-use facility 
(community centre) and asked for a more 
detailed discussion of the DERA proposal at 
a later date. 
At the Vancouver City Council meeting of 

October 29, Council received as information 
the use of Carnegie as a community facility, 
and referred DERA's proposal for Carnegie to 
the City Manager for consideration along with 
other proposals for the use of the building. 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued) 





This much at least i s  clear from the& actions & 
statements, as accurately quoted by Jeff 
Sornmers in the last Newsletter. 
His conclusion is that we have an urgent need 

to define ourselves as a community right now 
in order to create even a minimal defense 
against clearly stated, take-over tactics adopted 
by Gastown businessmen as they. force their 
political-real estate agenda fkther & fixrther 
into our territory. 
"Territory" is a strange, almost antique term to 

use, surrowded as we are .with real estate . 
words '& codes (stakeholders, S .R. 0. 's, 
clientele, "social service clients who frequent 
the area", etc.): 

While I could, on some abstract, lifeless 
planet, be defined as a "social service client 
who frequents the area" 1 am, in fact, a 
lifelong resident who was born here &, for. the 
past 15 years, has lived in what's called the 
Downtown Eastside ... & there's thousands of 
me (people just like me but different) in this 
neighbourhood. . B 

A "neighbourhood" is only a neighbourhood 
when you live a significant part of your life in 
it, but these political definitions (Strathcona, 
Vancower Centre, Japantown, Chinatown, 
Granville North, Downtown Granville, Gran- 
ille South, WestEnd, etc.) have no place in the 
concept & living reality of a "neighbourhood". 

We're getting close to the big C word now.. . 
that's right - it's Comrnunity..but what the hell 

is it? DO& it fly any flags? Rock any boats? ... 
does it even exist in an urban real estate 
boardgame? 

The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines 
"territory" as "an area held by animals against 
others of the same species". That fits my defi- 
ion of the Downtown Eastside. Another defiit- 
on it gives is "an area defended by a team in a 
game". So, fiom animals staking out territory 
in the jungle to team players defending a home 
plate against a visiting team is one hell of a 
leap of consciousness - or fall of consciousness 
if you're still an animal like me & the 
thousands like me who wake up every morning 
& migrate to the nearest watering hole. 

"Community" is defrned in the dictionary as 
"a body of people living in the same locality'" .. 
is it really that simple? The ecological defini- 
tion they give is "a group of plants or animals 
growing or lrvrng together in a given area." 

The Latin root is given as "cornunitas, 
comunjtatis" which apparently means 
"common" (not in the sense of 'ordinary' but 
in the sense of 'the same'). 

This is all it says. But one thing's obvious: if 
we stand up & fight against Gastown 
businessmen & real-estate takeover, we will 
have to f a t  on a gameboard invented by them 
according to rules made by them, in meeting 
areas sanctioned by them, using language 



spoken by them & ideas believed in by them. 

7 JeEmight well ask where is our own 
territory, our own identity - where is our 
"community" he might say, & did. .. so how 
about it? Are we just scattered projects like 
Crab Park, Carnegie, Needle Exchange, Four 
Corners, BottlelCan Depot, - like social 
services for the needy? Are we a community 
that depends on services? 'A bunch of people 
wandering fi-om one hotel room to another?: .. 
What are &e? 
According to the dictionary it doesn't matter 

what differences there are .between us, since 
we are "a body of people living in the same 
locality" like "a group of plants or animals 
growing or living together in a given area." So 

, we actually are a community as defined in the 
dictionary - & we can assume that definition 

1 would hold up in court.. .but can we convince 
I 

the commercial-political club of this fact? &d 
what's more, can we prove this means we have 
tRe legal right to resist &'prevent their 
intrusions into our "community"? 

... they'll say, Oh, we're a community too - a 
business community, a Gastown commercial 
venture community. They may evenereveal 
themselves as the international off'-shore 
holding community, or the community of New 
World Order Initiatives.. . with the language we 
have today, they can make up any number of 
official-sounding titles. 
It all comes down to we live here & know 

each other & you don't, but somehow, 
through 20th century manipulations, this fact is 
stripped of any inherent rights whatsoever. 

At other times in history, in other situations, 
this "living here" & knowing one another gave 
us the right to decide who would move into the 
area & who wouldn't - but we're civilized & 
have progressed beyond common sense now, 
& good old-fashioned human rights & values 
fall on deaf ears. 
... but let's shout into those deaf ears some 
more. Let's rip the headset off society & make 
them face the truth.. . It's or@ one life anyway; 
there are worse ways to spend your time. 

TORA 

***Know B.C.? Last issue there 

1) Undrinkable source of water 
2) Wireless water 
3) A gentleman's millcshare 
4) Donkey enclosure 
5) Boxing tree 
6) Berry water 
7) IIl animal (or attack animal) 
8) Coughing dirt 
9) A hill of Indian food 
10) Durable wine 
11) Veranda 
12) Sliding fence opening 
13) Young cowboy clergy 

were clues - here are 

Salt Spring Island 
Telegraph Creek 
Esquimalt 
Aspen 
Sparwood 
Cranbrook 
Sicamous 
Sandspit 
Mt. Currie 
Port Hardy 
Terrace 
S kidega te 
New Westminster 

the 



Have you ever sat alone at night 
And cast your eyes above 
To see the rolling clouds on high 
And think of God's great love? 

We often form our dreams in clouds 
And different things we mask 
We watch them form and when complete 
A wind will make them break. 

And then we see a shining star 
That twinkles with delight 
It seems to be there just for you 
God put it there that night. 

We see the great old Milky Way 
A moonbeam shining through 
A twinkle here a twinkle there 
God sent these all to you. 

Then early lights come on 
A bright and fiery red 
We know it's gone - this night that shone 
God put it all to bed. 

In memory of "Big Eagle" 

The Rising Eagle Recovery Homes 
10670-132A Street, 

Surrey, BC V3T 3x9 589-8304 

Life Skills Development 
One on One Counselling 
Group Discussions 
Spiritual Guidance 
Self-Es teem Development 
Pre-Treatment 
Referred Treatment 
Twelve Steps 
Five AAINA Weekly 

* 
10. Length of Stay 
* We require a minimum commitment of 3 

months to our program. 

11. Recreation 
* Nature walks, dances, drug-free activities. 

camping, exercising program, roller-skating. 

12. Cost 
* At present the cost is $525 per month. We 

are a Non-Profit Society. 

We Care about Your Life. 



WHEN A HOUSE IS NOT A HOME 
IT'S A "LIVEMIORK SPACE" 

There is a development in the making on the 
BNR lands beside the C.N. station that as fit 
through a loophole in city regulatiom large 
enough to drive a back-hoe through, a 
development in size and scale similar to the 
Bosa development, that will provide for 750 or 
more units of "housinglnonhousing7'. . on 17 
acres of land now owned by the Trillium 
Corporation of Bellingham. 
In consultation with some willing heads at 

City Hall, this land, now zoned as Industrial 
Usage, can remain zoned industrial to allow 
for this project. That means no re-zoning to a 
CD-1 designation to allow for residential 
development, therefore no need for re-zoning 
hearing*,, no need for public hearings, no 
opportunity for local input other than a coffee- 
klatsch style open house. 

These units are technically called "live/work 
studios". Because of this the site is not 
designated a mega-project, does not fall under 
the 20% social housing designation, does not 
require the developer to provide any amenities. 

Each unit will sell for around $100,000 and 
up and will have a small living space and a 
large open space for artists to use. 

As purchasers are well within their rights to 
remodel their units in any conf~guration they 
see fit, there's no guarantee that any, some or 
all will in fact be used as art studios. When 
asked where these 750 artists with $100,000 in 
hand would come from to fill these spaces, the 
developer acknowledged that this could take a 
while. 

What won't take a while is for these sites to 
be snatched up and converted into standard 
strata-title residences after an additional $25- 
$50,000 in additional renovations is added on. 

As each owner will in effect be a "developer" 
and, since the seller is not the developer of 
housing units, nobody is responsible for 
amenities or for adhering to current 
development guidelines. No seniors, no 
families, no fixed-income people, no starving 
artists need apply. This is neighbourhood 
busting on a grand scale. 

The develophot-a-developer mentioned that 
City Council told him that they didn't want to 
see housing on that site; they were determined 
to maintain the diminishing stock of industrial 
lands in the inner city. I challenge these people 
to come down here and tell us the same thing. 

We in the Downtown Eastside are 
systematically being "planned out of 
existence. It seems there's no stone they won't 
turn to uncover yet another deviow scheme to 
accomplish it. 

By IAN MacRAE 



A Day in the Life 

doctor, your boss, your lawyer, your father-in- 
law. Many addicts live in nice homes, maintain 

I very seldom go down to Hastings street 
between Victory Square and Jackson Street 
because I'm a non-practising addict. Every 
time that I'm there, 20 people ask me "up 
down or smoke?" (Cocaine, Heroin or 
Marijuana). 

Since the beginning of 1993 there have been 
over 275 deaths in the Vancouver area with 
the majority connected to activity here. It's a 
war zone - no place for me. Over the years I 
personally have had 40 friends die fiom 
overdoses, suicide or murder because of their 
addictions. 

Some people ask why would anyone use 
when it's so deadly. The saying goes: "One fuz 
is too many and a thousand is never enough." I 
can only speak for myself and why I used. It is 
a disease that requires me to take it one day at 
a time. 

At times all I can do is run and call someone 
who suffers like I do; they know how I feel. 
We talk it through until the compulsion passes. 

There are thousands of non users who go to 
meetings in halls, church basements and homes 
to support one another and try to maintain a 
clean lifestyle. There is no drug or medication 
that can cure my addiction. I can maintain my 
health only through the help and support who 
have been there themselves. They done know 
how I feel because they have been in my 
shoes. 

Some people think an addict is a dirty bum 
on the street who steals all day and smells. 
Well, I'm going to set the record straight. 
Addicts live at all social levels. Perhaps your 

a nice job, have children that appear well- 
adjusted and normal. 
Drugs run rampant in the suburbs of every 

city. An addict could be the person you just 
had lunch with at work. 
I once heard a man say that all addicts should 

be shot because they're scum. A year later his 
own daughter died of an overdose. I felt really 
sorry for him. He ignored the problem because 
he wouldn't believe it could happen to one of 
his own children. Perhaps he knew but the 
pain was too great for him to face. Maybe he 
just felt ashamed. 

Addiction is a disease. It's not created by 
using. It is a psychological problem that 
awakens when short use of a substance 
becomes abuse. 

Once an addict always an addict, but with the 
love and support of others it is a disease that 
can be beaten. 
I ask all people to get educated about drugs 

and addictions. By doing so, you could one 
day save the Me of your own child or a friend, 
instead of enabling a closet user. Addiction is a 
disease, not a social failing. The real shame 
comes when a loved one dies through 
ignorance. 

I write t i i s  with the hope that at least one 
person will pick up the phone and get 
intervention. Help is all around. I'm a person 
who had to learn the hard way. I wish that 
someone had been aware of what I was going 
through when all the signs were there. My 
loved ones just didn't know the signs or what 
to do about it. 

By BILL McGUIEE 



Classless society myth fosters 
racism, sexism and despair 

Families On The Fault Line by Lillian B. 
Rabin. Published by Harper Collins, 1994. 

Using the model of skilled, sensitive 
interviews with working class families, Lillian 
Rubin has recorded the voices of working class 
men and women after two decades of 
disappearing jobs and declining incomes. 

Families On The Fault Line documents an 
American working class in extreme crisis, and 
Lillian Rubin's insights are as valid for Canada 
as they are for the United States. 

The myth that America is a classless society 
has made working class families and their 
problems inuisible, and has impaired the ability 
of w o r h  people to join together to act on 
their own behalf. 

Yet working class families are the largest 1 group of families in the US, and the largest 
part of the workforce. They work, for the most 1 part, at the lower levels ofthe manufacturing 

I and service sectors of the economy. They 
probably don't have more than high school, 
generally work for an hourly rate, and reap no 
benefits &om the pitifidly small handouts to 
the poor or the huge subsidies to the rich. 

They are people who live on the edge. Illness, 
accidents or unemployment can throw them 

into the abyss. 
Today they are frightened. The bills keep 

coming, and the jobs and wages keep 
diminishing. Frightened families mean angry 
people, but because American workers have so 
little concept of class resentment and conflict, 
this anger is directed at those below rather than 
those above. 

In other words, although working class 
families have become increasingly vulnerable, 
class consciousness has not increased. Instead 
of class anger, we see racial anger, and random 
anger against politicians, bureaucrats, so-called 
welfare burns (many working class families are 
only one job away from welfare), 
homosexuals, immigrants and women. 

Rubin reminds us that a central problem for 
working class (and middle class) families today 
is govement and an economy that long ago 
stopped working for all but the most privileged 
citizens. 
For example, policies that would make 

working class families stronger would include: 
full employment at decent wages 
quality child care at rates families can afford 
quality health care 
an adequately funded education system 
parental leave 
decent, aordable housing 
a shorter work week 
fair taxation, meaning tax breaks for low 
income workers while the wealthy and 
corporations pay their share. 

Lillian Rubin's chapter on unemployment is 
must reading for anyone trying to understand 



the anguish of human beings who have lost 
their jobs. When you're unemployed you don't 
exist. 
Families On The Fault Line is a brilliant 

study of millions of working class Americans 
who have been rendered invisible by the myth 
of classlessness. 

The book brings hope with the clarity and 
caring of its analysis. If we can understand 
whose interests are being protected, and whose 
interests are being ignored, we will be in a 
better position to act with resolution and 
intelligence. 

Ask for Families On The Fault Line at your 
local library. If they don't have it, ask them to 

1 order it. 
By SANDY CAMERON 

I believe whales and tropical fish and alliga- 
tors should be closer to the sea to have better 
birth and better sense of living. All people can- 
not go to the sea to see nature in the raw so we 
should have a larger aquarium bv the sea. 

sounds 
alarm 
on cell 
phones 
By Jason Proctor 
Staff Reporfe~ & 

doctors told him he had a 
brain tumor. 

He left two sons, the 
youngest of whom just turned 
14 months old. 

Eastwood said her husband 
never suspected that radia- 
tion from the phone might be 
killing him). 

The federal health depart- 
ment and industry officials 
say that cellular phones are 
safe. 

But a FIorida man recently 
filed a lawsuit alleging that his 
wife's brain tumor was caused 
by a cell phone. 

~astwood, who doesdt plan 
to sue, says the proximity of 
the tumors to ttie area where 
victims such as her husband 
held the phones is too close 
for coincidence. X 

Shannon Eastwood doesn't 
care if people think she's 
crazy. 

The Coquitlam widow 
believes her husband was 
killed by the cellular phone 
he cradled to his ear for up to 
1,500 minutes a month. 

And she wants that to serve 
as a wake-up call for others. 

"I would like to speak t o  
anybody in Canada that's 
experiencing this," Eastwood 
said last night. 

"You buy it (a cellular 
phone) without warning 
and you assume it's safe - 
just like you used to  buy 
cigarettes.". 

Car salesman Selwyn East- 
wood, 34, died on Oct. 31 - 
six months to the day after 

!- 3 
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I LETTER FROM 
Dear Margaret, (Prevost) 

Thank you for your fax expressing your 
disappointment and anger in this NPA- 
majority Council's disrespectful treatment of 
you and their decision in allowing the large 
Christian parade to go through the Downtown 
Eastside. As well, thank you for taking the 
time and effort to come to City Hall and speak 
as a delegation on this matter. 
I was not only disappointed with the decis- 

ion, I was disgusted with their conduct and 
lack of respect for both yourself and Ms. 
(Lorelei) Hawkins. You are absolutely correct 
that not only were the views presented by the 
two of you ignored by this Council (because 
your comments did not coincide with their 
views) but you were then viciously attacked 
by way of a vigorous cross-examination. The 
Mayor, in moving the motion for the parade to 
proceed, cited comments from a 

1 representative of the Gastown Merchants 
I 

Association who was not even present. No 
mention was made by any other member of 
Council except myself regarding the concerns 
raised by local residents. Consequently, the 
motion passed in a 10- 1 vote. 

Your comment regarding the lack of repres- 
entation for certain neighbourhoods in the City 
of Vancouver at Council, Parks Board and 
School Board is noteworthy. The only way to 
ensure there is a fair representation for all 
neighbourhoods in our city is through a Ward 
system. The citizens of Vancouver have voted 
in favour of a Ward system 3 times through 3 
referenda. The M X  government changed the 
Vancouver Charter to allow Council to put in 
a Ward system by a simple majority vote at 
council. The City of Vancouver is the only 
major city in Canada without a Ward system.. 

However, the NPA majority council continues 
to refuse to put one in place because it is not 
in their best interest. The ramification of this is 
that it will continue to allow the NPA-majority 
council to blatantly disregard and disrespect 
the needs and quality of life of some neigh- 
bourhoods in Vancouver. 

It is time to put an end to this unfair practice. 
I urge you to continue to work with the 
grassroots community to fight for equal, 
respectfd and fair treatment for all citizens in 
all neighbourhoods. The efforts of the 
grassroots community will be paramount in 
the fight for the return of City Hall to the 
people of Vancouver. 
I thank you and appreciate all your efforts 

and if I could be of assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Yours truly, 
Jenny Wai Ching Kwan 
COPE Councillor 

LETTER FROM 
If you are the friend of a friend who is 

unable to read the Newsletter, I urge you to 
get in contact with the Learning Centre. 

The Learning Centre was introduced to 
our Community in hopes that people would 
be using this facility. 

As you probably already know, most 
programs in our Centre are Free to those who 
live in our community. 
I believe in Serving the Community to the 

needs of your daily activities. Yes it is true 
that one can not go on outing trips if they do 
not have a Carnegie membership. 

At present I don't know the policy for the 
Learning Centre. Please ask the person you 
approach on the desk on the 3rd floor. 
A membership for a year costs $1.00(!) 

Wheels 



A GLITTERING NIGHT OF BPWRS * * $ 

L a s t  n i g h t  was a  s t u n n i n g  s u c c e s s  f o r  t h  
f i r s t  a n n u a l  S t r e e t  P e o p l e  A w a r d s  t h a t  
t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  a l l e y  b e t w e e n  t h e  Army 
& Navy  s t o r e s .  
The e v e n i n g  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  a  s h o c k i n g  
t i e  b e t w e e n  G r e e n i e  J o h n s o n  a n d  B a r b a r a  
B o o g e r  f o r  t h e  MOST PROLIRIC SIDEWALK 
SPITTER o f  t h e  y e a r  a w a r d .  

J a c k i e  S. p i c k e d  u p  t h e  RATTIEST NYLON 
STOCKINGS ON A HOOKER a w a r d ,  a n d  i n  h e r  
t o u c h i n g  t h a n k  y o u  s p e e c h  s h e  g a v e  a l l  

I t h e  c r e d i t  t o  h e r  p i m p , J i m  R .  

1 The  a w a r d  f o r  ACHIEVEMENT OF THE YEAR 

, w e n t  t o  T i m  B r u s k a  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
' 1  u r i n a t i n g  o n  t h e  t o i l e t  s e a t  o f  e v e r y  

1 b a r  washroom i n  S k i d  Row & G a s t o w n .  

R o b e r t  T u r n b u l  won t h e  NUISANCE OF T'HE 
YEAR a w a r d  f o r  d r u n k e n l y  p a s s i n g  o u t  
i n  C h i n a t o w n  17  t i m e s .  (A  new r e c o r d ]  

Gene Osby was g i v e n  COMMUNITY MAN OF 
THE .YEAR f o r  s h o o t i n g  o v e r  1 5 0  b i c y c l i s t  
a n d  d o g  w a l k e r s  w i t h  h i s  6 6  gun .  

I 
C i s c o  R e n d e r e z  t o o k  t h e  c o v e t e d  BALMORAL 

I 
I AWARD f o r  s t a g g e r i n g  ( J - w a l k i n g )  a c r o s s  

H a s t i n g s  S t r e e t  73  t i m e s  a n d  o n l y  g e t t i n  
1 h i t  o n c e .  You c a n  v i s i t  C i s c o  a t  S t . P a u 1  
, f r o m  2 - 4  d a i l y .  ~ 

SOCIAL ACT IV IST  OF $HE YEAR w e n t  t o  Tloby 
R i n e g a a r d  f o r  h i s  p r o f o u  
p i e c e  " P o l i t i k s  Suk . "  

The  e v e n i n g ' s  e n t e r t a i n m  
p r o v i d e d  b y  F r e d  W i t t s ,  
h a p p e n e d  t o  w a l k  down t h  
w i t h  a  new p o r t a b l e  r a d a  
p l a y e r .  By unan imbus  co  
was g i v e n  a  s p e c i a l  SHOP 
t h e  y e a r  a w a r d .  
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  nom 
s e l f  f o r  n e x t  y e a r s  S t r e  
Awards ,  c o n t a c t  Buba  P u s  
P i g e o n  P a r k  a r o u n d  1 0 : 3 0  
e x c e p t  Wed.& T h u r s .  

G a r r y  

n d  g r a f f i t i  

e n t  was 
who 
e  a l l e y  
o - c a s s e t t e  
n s e n t  F r e d  
L IFTER o f  

i n a t e  y o u r -  
e t  P e o p l e  
c h e r  a t  

a n y  n i g h t  

G u s t  



stuff you (as a tourist or interested yup) want. 
The Gastown Heritage Area Planning 

Committee (GHAPC) has come up a fair bit in 
recent months, mostly for its role in such 
activities as 
- organising the destruction of safe and easy 

access to Crab Park for the vast majority of 
residents who are either disabled, seniors, 
families with young children, people wanting a 
park that is connected to the rest of the city; 

- cheerleading the acceptance of 8 East Cor- 
dova for development that gets the equivalent 
of 12 stories (the rest of the neighbourhood is 
limited to seven), puts housing units on street 
level in a commercially zoned area, privatises 
public space and gets to gate if off permanent- 
ly, and is under the auspices of Brad Holme 
(one of the seamier builders Vancouver is 
unfortunate enough to have slinking around) 
and Counc. Lynn Kennedy's husband. AU 
these perks were and are seen as "the least City 
Council could do"; 
- the bunch who are demanding that any 

development in the area - whatever area they 
claim as theirs is theirs, apparently - be 
approved by them. This is specifically toned to 
say no more social housing, no more social 

I 

presents a particular point of view - that 

and is soon to be abrim with all the coolest 

* specific to this last is the bramblepatch that 
the Bridge Housing Project is dealing with 
now. This unique project for poor women in 
the neighbourhood has been "rejected by the 
massive strength of the 8 or 10 people on this 
committee - they were challenged, of course, 
by Bridge Housing and re-wrote the minutes 
of their meeting to give the impression that 
their reasoning was democraticaUy arrived at 
after public discussion/input/agreement.. . 

... but this piece is about the Gastown Tribune 

Maybe it's the tone, maybe it's the attitude; 
"community" is a much-used word which 
anyone is welcome to, but the version of it 
contained in the Tribune 's pages is that of 
exclusivity. 
Gastown, for some reason, has or had the 

reputation of being "only for tourists and the 
underprivileged (letter from the publisher) 
and the Trib is part of the plan to change that. 
(It's now only for tourists?) No! It's this 
incredible opportunity to be part of the urban 
pioneering lauded by Michael McCoy (chair of 
GHAPC!) on page 10, this pristine wilderness 



in the very heart of a big city ... it either takes 
your breath away or makes you hold it so you 
don't barf or split a gut laughmg. 

To the point. .or one of 'em. .. Whorrall 
makes his contribution in an article entitled 
Perception Of Being Poor. Seems he's been to 
a number of countries in the Third World and 
seen REAL POVERTY. Images follow, then 
the comparison with what the ungrateful 
bleeding hearts here try to whine about. 
Getting ""maybe" only five hundred and f 
dollars a month, and 100% medical and dental 
coverage.", having an incredible "safety net" of 
missions and beds and even places where 
coffee, m u b  and full meals are provided(!) 
Leftovers from fancy hotels, etc. are a 
privilege afforded to too few.. . 

According to Whorrall our poor are the 
wealthiest in the world. He then says, out of 
one side of his mouth, that it is ridiculous tp 
compare poor to people living in the West &nd 

while, out of the other side, comparing poverty 
in Canada, in the Downtown Eastside, with 
poverty in the rest of the world. Something is 
missing here! 

The end point is the bottom line agenda of 
the 250 or so condo owners and business 
people - 'We pay the taxes and we have a 
right to say where it goes and whom it 
supports.. . ' and 'we' can ignore anything like 
facts and reports and issues and reality as long 
as it doesn't fit with our fantasy ... 

A couple of suggestions - first of all, have a 
column by one of the staff at End Legislated 
Poverty or even yours truly on poverty each 
issue, just to get a little of that pesky reality 
into your rag; second, hy to get a little 
perspective - maybe read the Carnegie 
Newsletter now and then. It'll do you a world 
of good. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

Mayday rally against the 
federal budget 

Sponeored by Vancouver and District Labour Council and Action Canada Nelwork, 
among others. 


