


some sort of major re-think is going on in the 
backroom about the future of Woodward's. 

Maybe the developer is getting cold feet on his 
plan to build an exclusive condo city in the 
historic old building 
Maybe City Hall is realizing how destructive this 

project would be - and doesn't want to catch the 
blame for it. 

Maybe the Provincial Government is beginning 
to take a bigger interest in the Woodward's 
building. 

Consider the clues, all in the past few days: 
* The developer says on TV that he is willing to 

"step aside" if somebody else wants to buy 
Woodward's. 

* One City Councillor, Jenny Kwan of COPE, 
writes that Woodward's should be an inclusive 
community development, with a range of non- 
market and market housing. Another Councillor, 
Gordon Price of the NPA, says on BCTV that 
"our hope" is that the developer will consider 
social housing as part of the project. 

* Even the Gastown business and development 
lobby, in its advertising flyer Gastown Tribune, 
has dropped the idea of an exclusive project and is 
now calling for the provincial government to 
invest in Woodward's for social housing. 

Our position is simple. Woodward's should be 
developed as an INCLUSIVE project that would 
be a model for the city with room for people form 
d l  walks of life, starting with long-term residents 

money, union investments, pension funds, private 
capital. The community will be there; now we 
need to see some political will. 

It's clear that two big factors are giving the 
developer second thoughts. 
One factor is the economics: the condo market is 

soft right now, and it's getting harder to sell units. 
In fact, there's a glut on the market - not exactly 
an inducement to risk $50 million to build more 
condos in the "inner city." 
The second factor is the controversy generated by 

the project, the growing realisation across the city 
that an exclusive condo project at Woodwards 
would be a bad deal for the low-income residents 
of our community, as well as the city. 

Woodwards is the heart of our neighbourhood. If 
it is allowed to become the beach-head for 
exclusive condo development, then property 
values will rise in the hotels nearby, and evictions 
and homelessness will be the inevitable result. 
The developer doesn't want controversy. 

Residents have put him on the defensive with a 
spirited and creative campaign, starting with 
cleaning up the front of the building and painting 
the windows with scenes of a brighter, more 
hopeful Woodward's. 

Last Saturday, June I Oth, the Neighbourhood 
Gathering and Celebration was a good example of 
how the campaign is attracting support from all 
across the city. More than 150 people stood in the 



1 these good omens there is still a lot to 
declaration to reclaiti woodward's. be done. 

It was the largest demonstration locally in some The city planning department is officially on 
time. There were representatives from record as supporting the project and the 
neighbourhoods east and west, Dunbar to Hastings development permit board will consider the 
East, Kitsilano to Grandview-Woodlands, who developer's application on Monday, June 19th at 
came to join hands and show their support for 3.00 p.m. at City Hall (Committee Room # I ) .  
Downtown Eastside residents. It's important to have a show of strength at this 

KASSEM AGHTAI, President, 
Fama Holdings Ltd. 
100-800 Park Royal South 
West Vancouver, BC V7T 1A2 

Place: City Hall, Committee Room #1 
For more information on this event, or if you 

want to help out, call the Community Action 
Project at 689-0397, or drop by the 2nd floor of 



--well, we have a new Board, and now it's time to 
get down to work for the new year. 

There's a lot to be done - the renovations on the 
third floor, the improvements to the field house at 
Oppenheimer Park, the community consultation 
on education, raising money to support the 
volunteer program and all the special events, 
fighting for the community's role in Woodward's 
and the future of the neighbourhood, and nurturing 
new programs in Carnegie. 

Our newly-elected Board follows at least one 
time-tested pattern. Two-thirds are incumbents, to 
ensure there will be experience and continuity in 
Association affairs. One-third are new members, 
in a learning mode at the outset. We will hold a 
Board workshop this summer to help them learn 
the ropes. 

My biggest regret is that two very able and 
dedicated Board members did not get re-elected. 
Dan Feeney and Leigh Donohue made many 
contributions to the Association. I will personally 
encourage them to continue playing a large role in 
Association affairs as volunteers and committee 

1 
members, making their valuable presences felt. 

So, here is the new Board line-up: 
Don Baker George Nicholas 
Richard Buffalo Bud Osbom 
An Huynh Dora Sanders 
Albert Hwang Jeff Sommers 
Wayne Kelland Robert Yaeger 

Executive 
Director-at-Large: Lorelei Hawkins 
Secretary: Irene Schmidt 
Treasurer: Paul Taylor 
Vice-president: Margaret Prevost 
President: Muggs Sigurgeirson 

As a voice for this neighbourhood and its 
residents, the Association is only as strong as its 
membership. A11 Board and committee meetings 
are open to the public. 
The Board meets on the first Thursday of every 

month, and the dates and times for committee 
meetings are posted around the building. So why , 
not come and see how the Association is being 

I 

run, and take part yourself? 
Looks like it's going to be another interesting 

year. 

I 

By MUGGS SIGURGEIRSON 

I@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

A GREAT PIECE 
of ID 

No Hassle 

A B.C. Voter Registration 
Card is a good TO Card. 

To get one mailed t'o you, 
phone: 660-6848. 

All they need to know is 
your name, address, and 
S.I.S. number. 

That's 660 - 6848 
c@@@@Q@e@@@@ee@e@@@@e@e@@eE 



CARNEGIE'S 
fiNNURL GENERfiL HEETING 

It promised to be an exciting time. There is one 
meeting a year where all the work of many people 
is presented and there is an election of the Board 
of Directors. 

Attendance is usually about 40-60 people, most 
of whom keep tabs on the different parts of 
Carnegie's Association and are part of the 
community; when registration closed over 90 
people had signed in. It was strange, at first, to see 
people lined up to register to vote; it was even 
stranger to see a block of about 30 people with 
typed lists of a few names in their hands.. a slate 
of who to vote for. Other members began to ask 
what was going on and the story seems to be one 
of manipulation based on misinformation. 
In the Learning Centre there has been controversy 

for some months on its use and future direction. 
The original mandate was to provide tutoring and 
aid in reading, writing, math and subjects chosen 
by learners; this has been subsumed by English as 
a Second Language (ESL) and credit courses in 
high school subjects. Staff~ng is now at over 20, 
classes are the norm and there is no longer an 
effective set-up for basic literacy. This is part of 
the controversy - is Carnegie's Learning Centre 
being used as the majority of patrons and residents 
want? 

What seems to have happened is that many of the 
people taking ESL were given the opinions of 
some people who have a vested interest in keeping 
the Learning Centre as it is - that Carnegielthe 
Board were 'going to cut back the ESL.'. .were 
going to 'have residency quotas on all classes'.. 
were maybe even going to 'close down the 
Learning Centre and eliminate all access' 
(presumably to these same people). The people 
taking ESL were understandably upset, but the 
misinformation was not cleared up - special 

interest group involved kept up the call for every 
ESL learner to come to the Association's AGM 
and vote out the people on the Board trying to do 
what they 'intended. ' 
Perhaps this is someone's idea of politics, or at 

least their idea of what isn't illegal. It was 
dismaying, sad and- a statement of disregard for 
fairness when the block of people showed they 
were unaware of what was happening, what the 
reports were about, did not listen to the statements 
of others running for election. There were 27 
individuals running but several nominees of this 
block were discounted for not having 
memberships and for neither living nor working 
(paid or unpaid) in the area. When it came time to 
vote, the special interest group who had misin- 
formed them proceeded to advise on how to vote - 
pointing out the "correct" names to mark on the 
ballot. 

What was galling was that, immediately upon 
completion of voting, and with all the committee 
reports still to be given, the vast majority of t h K  
block of people just walked out. 
There is a policy of the City of Vancouver that its 

staff cannot vote at community meetings; this is 
true for Carnegie and works well. Learning Centre 
staff are employees of the Vancouver S,chool 
Board, where no such policy exists. \ 

Learning Centre staff have a financid @t(ir-t - 
their paycheques - in the policies of thq Rpqrdand 
of Carnegie, so when they vote or attempt to 
influence policy they are in a conflict of interest. 
Six Learning Centre staff voted at the annual 

general meeting. This is not a healthy situation. A 
lot of long-time members are upset about this. 
There will be ramifications, needless to say. 

By PAULR TAYLOR , 



Dear Mister Taylor - 
Enclose you will find my recent submission to 

the newsletter which may raise more answers that 
it attempts to answer. 

Sincerely, 
Robert A.Yaeger 

The Speech i Never Gave 

I would like to preface this by saying I did not 
appreciate the rough reception that was given to 
me and people with me before we entered the 
theatre for the Annual General Meeting. It got 
everything off to a very bad start and tainted the 
whole proceedings for me. 
1) More time should be spent on Carnegie and less 
on outside issues; Carnegie Centre has been 
neglected. The Learning Centre has been 
castigated unjustly. 
2) Quotas. I don't believe in residence quotas for 
the Learning Centre which is essentially what is 
being proposed. If residence quotas are imposed in 
the Learning Centre, these quotas must be 
imposed in all parts of Carnegie; from the other 
programs to staff, volunteers, and last but not 
least--board members. 
3) 1 would like to see more computers in the 
computer room. 
4 )  I would like to see improvements in the weight 
room. 
5 )  I would like to see less hierarchy at Carnegie, 

less blind obedience to the Carnegie Association 
Board and more room for complaints and 
dissenting opinions. I want to make sure everyone 
is treated fairly and equally. 
6 )  I would like to see Carnegie become a more 
friendly place. 
7 )  I would like volunteer tickets to match the 
increasing cafeteria prices if possible. There 
should be some information to present to 
incoming volunteers so if someone falls into the 
soup (metaphorically speaking) he will know what 
to do and who to speak to. 

Robert A.Y aeger 
(Mom and apple pie - ed) 

To the Education Committee 
I am apologizing for the unwise remarks I made 

which have created problems. 
One which caused concern for Mikos and his 

class was a comment I made at a studenthtor 
meeting. I said the Board is planning to cut back 
on E.S.L. That was not true. The Board has not 
made a decision on the matter. 
I am sorry to have caused stress. 

Sincerely, I 

Dora Sanders 1 



cultus lake 

early morning misery 
emerging from the roosevelt hotel 
leaning against a building 
eyes searching 
the 100-block of east hastings 
street debris swept into a small pile 
then abandoned 
women squinting 
walking stiffly 
dark bruises down their jugular veins 
men picking butts 
"UD" "down" 

during the nazi siege 
with a child in her arms 7. 
bombs raining down 
asked later what she was thinking then? 
"how badlv I lived mv life" , , - 
black dog running free 
loose from the city 
fat white cat on the porch 
hawks in the sky 
fish caught 
laughter canoes coffee 
tobacco ~eacehlness 
and the smallest church I've ever seen 

:i, -. . waiting looking waiting . . L . ~  . 

should I ever forget 
this 
will always remember me 
sitting behind shaded glass 
in a chartered bus 
to cultus lake 

I think of my generation 

not woodstock 
but cesspool camden new jersey 

now claiming the poor have too much money 

sunlight 
wild insects in the grass 
I read about a russian poet 
anna akhmatova 
her poem of repentance 
for her generation 
the cafes art scenes club scenes 
her and her friends indifferent 
to others' suffering 
the poem came to akhmatova 
in leningrad 

fish leap splash! 
frogs croaking 
andy laughing and laughing and laughing 
people happily shooting a soccer ball 
at a bent basketball hoop 
the hockey game even here 
littlest guy on the ice 
scored the winning goal 
taum-warhol-dandelion-burg 
video-taping everyone everything 



a woman reading 
"a manual for living co~nfortably in the cosmos" 
I wish her the best of luck 
but for me the cosmos is 

cold gray rain today 
aching bones 
aching heart 
stars like silver fires in the sky tonight 
but no comfort not for long 
just fierce longing 
for a faithful joyful marriage 
to a diverse adverse universe 
sheer gift if it happens at all 
only thing 1 can do 
get myself out of the way 
make room for the gift 
front porch discussions 
o.j. simpson 
drug addiction 
drugs generally 
and how amidst the civil war 
devastating lebanon 
the bekkha valley 
the dope-producing region 
has been left untouched 
suggesting 
world peace is possible 
except for the vested interest 
in weapons drugs wars 
the profitable global slavery 
of "up" and "down" 
and here 

there is food in abundance 
I eat so much I think it will kill me 
but we check on each other 
see how we're doing 
I missed Cuba yesterday 
wished she were here 
today though in the cold 
she'd be miserable 
and that young man said the nature hike was torture 
but that older woman said the hike was wonderful 
dave's playing life into a broken guitar 
"knockin' on heaven's door" 
always makes me think of gary 
native guy who used to play that song 
on the piano 
in the carnegie centre theatre 
but he got drunk in the balmoral 
thrown out the back door 
into the alley 
somebody came along 
and put the boots to him 
3 months in a coma 
before he died 
gary a gentle smiling sensitive fellow 
card games 
pangs in my heart 
like You give it a little squeeze 
once in a while 
richard in the sauna 
then plunging into the lake 
a big blue jay bopping around a tree 
raccoon wrestling the trash barrel 
a "small" black bear in the bush 
white cat with a bell around its neck 
bradley with pajama pants around his neck 
for a scarf 
alicia just out of the sauna saying 
to 2 tables of men playing bingo 
"you want to get lucky?" 
long pause 
she CAN'T be serious? 
then loud burst of laughter 
"sure do!" 

alicia puts her hands to her face 



and blushes 
chili dogs barking all night long 
in the cabins 
andy eating and eating and eating 
louis tending the fire late into the night 

philip calling bi-lingual bingo with basil 
"b 15" "b dop mmm" 
the sun is shining again 
time to go 
back 

SUCI-1 UI-AUIY IIIJKIS I H t  LYI. 

I said, said I 
A quote that was a lie 
Never again would I; 
How many years now 
Since the last went bye 
But here once again the truth 
That gives the lie 
In vain I struggled for surcease 
Tried to live in a solitary peace 
Might and main did I strive 
To be a singular man alive 

Confess, confess now I must 
Though this is more than lust 
Her countenance & smiling eye 
Such beauty makes my heart cry 
Though she, in a feminine wile, 
Intuition tells her of my silly guile 
Such situations old and new 
Deserve a vow of love so true 

Alas, though a poet I might be 
I lack the words or can't set them free 
More beauteous than roses though they try 
Thy loveliness hurts my eye. 

Tom Lewis 

Editor Upon Angry Poets 

With each new edition the pages are There once was an angry young poet 
saturated with angry prose. In response: who knew not what to say 

So he said nothing 
He was a wise poet. 

Could you please . . . ? There once was an angry old fishermen 
who filleted furiously each day 

With the dullest of knives. 
One day the knife slipped 

and he bruised himself badly. 
His wife, upon hearing of his demise, 

felt obliged to offer: 
"Cheer up ole son. Were you not partial 

to the dull blade 
You might have cut yourself! " 

Joe 



AIDS INFORMATION 
IN THE READING ROOM 

We are now getting current brochures fiom AIDS 
Vancouver. These have easily understandable 
information on testing, symptoms, women and 
AIDS and safer sex. They are located on the rack 
to your left as you come in our fiont doors. 

I have also just bought a number of items fiom 

stack, east side, by the windows. 

OF THE DOWNTOWN COUNSELLOR 

1 EASTSIDE 
' I  COMMUNITY? 

. n 

I.V. REED # 4 
449 EAST HASTINGS 

(VANCOUVER NATIVE HEALTH) 

I 
i 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 14 

I 6:00 IN THE EVENING 
I FREE PIZZA &.POP 

i FOR INFO: 683-4797 

The Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre 
Society's FASIFAE services and resources are 
available to everyone. 

Services offered include: 

FASIFAE Community awareness & outreach 

FASJFAE Workshops 

FASIFAE Support Group facilitation 

Resource Library 

Individual Counselling 

Referrals 

FASIFAE Counselling 

Educational Presentations 

There is no fee for services, hours are 9-5 on 
weekdays, and the FAS Resource Support 
Counsellor is Dawne Carlson. 



PUBLIC FORUM 

2-5 p.m., Saturday, June 17  
Carnegie Centre, 4 0 1  Main S t .  , 

Vancouver 

Bill C -76, t h e  
b i l l  t h a t  implements 
t h e  f ede ra l  budget, 
w i l l  rypeal  t h e  
Canada Assistance 
Plan (CAP),put an 
end t o  na t iona l  
s tandards f o r  
h e a l t h  and 
welfare, increase 
poverty and 
l e g a l i z e  a cheap- 
labour strategy t o  
b e n e f i t  governments 
and corporat ions.  . . 
/F WEALLOW/T TO 
HAPPEN! ,, 
This forum is your 
opportunity to hear 
a panel discussion 
on the human 
costs of Bill E 76- 
-as they will be 
felt locally, 
provincially and 
nationally--and to 
SPEAK UP, 
SPEAK OUT 
AND UMTE 
FOR 
SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 
AND 
€CONOM/C 
HUMAN 
RIGHTS! 



the tangle 

I (for my mother) 

I Iook to her for gentle love 
that flows from the depths 

of her fiery heart 

A beauty 
that is rare, indeed, 

that one soul, so selflessly, can impar 

you are my impetus 
my reason for being 

my life, my joy, my eyes for seeing 

That beauty, in whatever form 
can resurrect 

a broken stom 

A phoenix rising 
in sublimation 

to leave her mark on civilization 

Long life! 
If Solomon had lived to see 

the Wisdom 
God has given Thee 

sitting at a table for two 
with a vacant seat 

on the ferry 
to nanaimo I look about 

and through the window 
on the deck, a boy - mouth swallowing 

the laughing gold 

strawberry locks 
lifting themselves 

it's the wind 

begging for carriage 
onto its breeze 

visions of Roman 
making me chase him 

onto the deck confi-onting him, screaming 

"damn it! I love you I love you! damn it! 
I'm tearing the heart from my breast to show you 
it's bleeding for you, damn it 

you! the realized, unattainable man of my 
profoundest dreams 

TAKE BACK YOUR RIB! 

O Anita Stevens 

O Anita Stevens 



A Public Forum on 
MEDIA & ECONOMY 

David Orchard. Linda Moreau, Jim Sinclair 

The Corporate Sector dictates the agenda for the 
rest of us. Motivation? Their own profit. 

Currency Speculators=Monev Traders. They 
handle billions of dollars every day; the result is 
that governments lose control of their economic 
decision-making, which in turn kills democracy. 

Workfare: The employer can now get rid of his 
basic wage workers and get FREE workers from 
welfare. 

Hvpocrisv: Canada sells war to finance peace. At 
a time when Turkey (a NATO member) is 
slaughtering Kurds, we give them 17 fighter 
planes and promise 3 1 more. 

Priorities: Canada's government gaveloffered 
$25,000,000 towards keeping the Winnipeg Jets 
afloat; this at a time when a major depression is 
crushing honest workers, hospitals are closing and 
social services are being slashed and burned. 
The Student Strike: Our rulers want students to 

pay for an education which they themselves got 
for free. The media purposely downplayed the 
mobilization, calling the turnout of tens of 
thousands "disappointing" while citing a "huge 

Reform rally of 1600" to hear Manning whine. 
The Press: a vehicle owned by the regime whose 

purpose is to indoctrinate and manipulate the 
people and, not least, to intimidate. A media 
person, to expect advancement, must be both 
clever and devious..must be able to put an honest 
face on evidence that is a little bit contrived. 
Democracv? How can democracy exist where 

members of a political party are forced to vote as a 
block when elected to government? ... when every 
important act later proves to have been a faqade 
for something else that is going on? 

DAVID ORCHARD 
(Director of Citizens Concerned About Free Trade) 

Our sovereignty is being lost through the foreign 
ownership (mostly US) of media. Media refer to 
us as being "against trade." At a meeting in '88, 
which helped us force the Free Trade Agreement 
onto the public agenda, there was not one word of 
it in any of Vancouver's daily media despite over 
1200 people attending. Arguing with reporters 
over their glib statements that "information on 
Free Trade is available to any 'who want to read 
it'; radio station misquoting Texan minimum wage 
but research showed that many states have no 
minimum wage; no coverage in New Brunswick 
because Irving family (owners of over 40% of the 
province) was angry; CFRB in Toronto carried 
(Simon) Reisman condemning Orchard as "a fake, 
a plant.. being allowed to abuse (!) the media". 
Hosts of programs were ordered not to have 
Orchard on; Barbara Frumm, after failure of 
Charlottetown Referendum, accused Orchard of 
"being responsible for Canada's break-up"; not 
one major daily came out against Free Trade or 
NAFTA ... 96% of all media is owned by either 
Southam News or Thompson. Talk shows screen 
out callers who don't agree with their view of 
issues (Orchard cited several examples). 

Orchard spoke of the silence in media on the 



Liberals now adopting & ratifying all the 
programs/policies Mulroney favoured. The silence 
extends over questions such as 

Why is unemployment at over 20% with all our 
resources? 
Why do we have to borrow foreign money? 
Why has the government given up control of 
the dollar and finance to international bond 
holders? 

Orchard concluded with a detailed account of 
how he and Citizens Concerned About Free Trade 
are fighting back and thanked us for support. 
LINDA MOREAU 
(End Legislated Poverty) 

Linda is an organizer with ELP, a coalition of 37 
anti-poverty groups that is 10 years old this year. 
She talked of how the media never interviews the 
wealthy when doing stories on the causes of 
poverty, the reasons for unemployment, the 
cutting of social programs. It's a given that those 
who "have" are not held responsible for any social 
or financial problems caused by either the 
acquisition of wealth or its use. 

Moreau spoke of the lack of objective reporting 
as Bill C-76 passed 3rd reading in the House. This 
is the legislation that will abolish the Canada 
Assistance Plan and all the rights for low income 
people. It also takes away the power of the federal 
government to enforce national standards; 
provincial governments now determine their own 
mandates for using cash transferred from Ottawa. 
This means that low income people will be 
without guarantees of any income assistance, the 
right to appeal unfair decisions, to relocate without 
penalty and not to have to work for benefits. The 
only coverage by the media has been of politicians 
and programs in favour of workfare. This guts the 
minimum rights and standards of low-wage 
workers, as employers can now get forced labour 
from welfare clients for half-price or free. 
JIM SlNCLAIR 
(United Fishermen's & Allied Workers Union) 

It hurts to see things we do and say twisted and 
turned by the media; the people we protest against 
own the media. The economy is the measure of 

what we have and how it's distributed, but neither 
workers nor the government have much to do with 
it - it's in the hands of the financiers. 
In the papers there is no section dealing with 

people and our side; it's all business. Points of 
view and opinions are given as facts: e.g. "These 
leeches are sucking our life's blood - they don't 
have jobs." In Europe they have good social 
programs and still pay good wages.. why can't 
we? The media carries the sayings of people who 
declare we "can't afford Medicare" but many 
businesses, especially fish, are producing twice as 
much with half the workers. 
Elizabeth Glendale (Audience Participant) 
Elizabeth began by saying to the panelists, "I 

have some (questions) for each of you." 
First, we desperately need daycare for infants. 
Also needed is a centre for youngsters of 14 years 
and under. If 'Kiddie Gambling' comes into being 
as proposed we'll need a treatment centre for the 
victims. Will the government pay for this? 
Second (to David Orchard), "You have a great 
impact on us. I would like to know what happens 
to nuclear waste and what progress is being made 
on Native land claims." 



again. 
Anyhow, last time I was telling you about the 

McChicken Bin. Since then someone went in and 
threw what they didn't want all over the parking 
lot. Needless to say there is now a lock on that bin. 

Maybe it's time to check Wreck Beach. 
In my travels I see a lot of binners out working. 

Alas, I also see a lot less bottles, cans and other 
treasures. My main competition is Tom Lewis. We 
could all learn from him as he is neat and can sell 
almost anything he finds. I know when Tom has 
been around - every bay is empty and the bin is 
very, very neat and clean. He does not leave a 
mess or any other clue that he was there. 

I also see, as summer peeks around the corner, 
lots of unrecyclable glass and tin cans. The GVRD 
says landfill space is nearly gone and still BC 
bigwigs have not come up with a "returnable" 
solution. I feel all foreign beverage containers 
should be refundable to keep them off the streets, 
beaches and floors of our environment. 

Please send any thoughts or ideas to 
Mr.McBinner, 52 E.Cordova (or leave at the 
Carnegie Centre), and remember Mr. McBinner 
says "Keep It Clean!" Thank you. 

13. 
(to Jim Sinclan), "What are they doing for clear-cutting, media cited "v~ctory of forestry"; 

Native fisheries? What is happening in fisheries in Need for non-business in decision-making; 
general?" We hear little in Canada, next to nothing of the 
Comments from the Audzence: US and nil from Mexico on the effects of Free 

US keeps changing their law to get around FTA Trade; we should be working with people from 
rulings Canada wins; all other countries who are or will be involved 
Are we going to be part of the States?; in these deals; 
The US has the highest rate of incarceration in 
the world; 
Arrested m N.Saskatchewan for protesting 

* b In/vva 
. * 

* 

In The Dumpster 

It seems the rain has come to visit us again. NO 
loss for me as by bike isn't working right. Looks 
hke another t r~p  to Bottom Bracket bike shop 

This notice appeared on the walls of a local 
Ministry of Social Servicds office 
Province o f  Brit ish Columbia 

May 24, 1995. 
Dear 624 Client, 

Please be advised we are implement ing a new 
procedure with regards t o  late or  incomplete cheque 
stubs. 

Effective next Issue Day, June 28, 1995, fai lure t o  
submit  properly completed stubs will result in a 
review o f  your eligibility before your cheque will be  
released. This will result in at  least a 2-day delay. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Sincerely, 

S.E. Osen 
District Supervisor 

Please write letters opposing this draconian piece 
of legislation to: 

JOY MacPHAIL 
Minister of Social Services, 
Legislative Buildings, Victoria, BC 





The Fight For The Carnegie Community Centre 
Part 14 

The Carnegie Smiles 

About twenty-five people attended Vancouver's 
Community Services Committee meeting at the 
empty Carnegie building on February 11, 1976, at 
2:00 p.m. Committee members Rankin, Marzari, 
Boyce and Sweeney were present. The only 
member absent was Councillor Volrich. 

May Brown of the Parks Board was there, as was 
Darg Bell-Irving of the Vancouver Library Board. 
Bell-Irving had always shown a deep understand- 
ing of the needs and aspirations of Downtown 
Eastside residents. 
Councillor Mike Harcourt was present. He 

supported the idea of a Carnegie Community 
Centre, and in 197 1 he had been one of the 
community lawyers of the Vancouver Community 
Legal Assistance Society who did a report on 
housing in the Downtown Eastside. The report 
found that housing conditions in the area were 
intolerable. 

Representatives from the Heritage Advisory 
Committee, the Vancouver Community College, 
the Social Planning Department, DERA and other 
groups were also present. 

One other person was there - the Carnegie 
building itself The people met in the room where 
chess is played now and, in spite of the cobwebs 
and mouse droppings and the shivering cold (for 
the building had no heat), they could feel the 
dignity and tradition of the old library. It had been 

a public servant for sixty-five years, and had stood 
at the corner of Hastings & Main for seventy-three 
years. It was a link with all that was best in the 
history of Vancouver. It asked for generosity of 
spirit and the people responded. 
Councillor Rankin, as chairperson of the 

Community Services Committee, began the 
meeting by reviewing the history of Carnegie. He 
pointed out that both the building itself and the 
land on which it stood were gifts to the city, and 
he stressed that it had always been the feeling of 
the Community Services Committee that Carnegie 
be used as a public facility. 

In the discussion that followed, speaker after 
speaker described the desperate need for a comm- 
unity centre in the Downtown Eastside, and how . 
this majestic old building could meet that need. 

It was then that Councillor Sweeney understood 
that, in fact, there were no social amenities for the 
residents of the Downtown Eastside, and he de- 
cided to vote for Carnegie as a community centre. 
The following resolution passed unanimously: . 

I 

. i 

"THAT whereas the Carnegie Library is an 
historic site, the history going back to the turn of 
the century, and whereas the land it is situated on 
was a gift from the Freemasons and the building 
was constructed with $50,000 which was a gift 
from Andrew Carnegie, therefore the Community 
Services Committee reiterates its position that the 
Carnegie Library be used for community purposes 
in the widest ~ossible sense." 

-- 

Because Councillor Sweeney had the courage 
and compassion to change his mind on the 
Carnegie issue, City Council was able to vote for 
Carnegie as a community centre facility on 
February 24, 1976, as we will see in Part 15.. 
The meeting at Carnegie ended at 3:30 p.m. and 

the Community Services Committee members and 
guests departed, having done a good day's work. 
The old building smiled, and heaved a smile of 
relief. The commercial bids for its use were now 
dead. 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued) 



Carrying On Learning 

The history of Carnegie is a history of the 
struggle by the people of our community for a 
better life. Even before Carnegie was born, 
residents had to battle City Hall to prove that we 
wanted and needed a community centre. 

Eventually, the City accepted this fact and 
established Carnegie as an oasis for the people of 
the neighbourhood, especially the single older 
people living in hotels and rooming houses. 

When the Carnegie Association was formed this 
principle was enshrined in our constitution - that 
Carnegie is a NEIGHBOURHOOD facility, serving 
residents of the Downtown Eastside, Strathcona 
and Gastown as its priority. 
Carnegie has always been a welcoming place. 

People from all over come here to feel at home, to 
make their contribution, to volunteer their time 
and energy. 
That's a good thing. But we have to make sure 

that the influx of people from outside the 
neighbourhood doesn't overwhelm our programs, 
taking them away from local residents. 

That's why the Association is conducting a 
community consultation this summer on 
educational programs in the Downtown Eastside 
and in Carnegie, sort of a royal commission on 
education. 
The programs in the Learning Centre are 

effective and popular, but we have to ask whether 
they are reaching the people of the neighbourhood 
who most truly need them. 
About 40 percent of the people of the Downtown 

Eastside have never made it past grade six in 
school, the highest percentage in BC. That means 

they have difficulty reading a newspaper, filling 
out a welfare appeal or making sure they are given 
the right change when making a purchase. 
That's 4,000 of our neighbours. Four thousand! 

A great need for education, yet in recent years we 
have seen them less and less in the Learning 
Centre. 
The Learning Centre is a busy place, full all the 

time, but it appears that at present about two-thirds 
of the people taking courses there are from outside 
the neighbourhood. 

During the summer months we will be 
completing the final stages of our renovations. 
That's an investment of $650,000 in fixing up the 
third floor, including the Learning Centre. 

Now is the time to make sure that the money the 
neighbourhood so painstakingly lobbied for is 
used for the benefit of the neighbourhood 
residents first and foremost, to raise the level of 
basic literacy in our community and to provide 
skills for people who want to enter the workforce. 

We will be surveying community groups and 
individuals, interviewing residents in Carnegie, in 
the hotels and other locations, holding public 
meetings..whatever it takes to find out what the 
community needs and wants. This community 
consultation process was unanimously endorsed 
by the Carnegie membership at the annual general 
meeting on June 4th. 
If we haven't contacted you, don't hesitate to get 

in touch with us. We want to make sure that 
everybody has their say. 
Only then can changes be made that will benefit 

the people of the neighbourhood. 

By MUGGS SIGURGEIRSON 



Birds and the Trees 

If I have any neuroses in my life, residual or new- 
forming, one of the reasons is because I have been 
weaned on mainstream fiction or fiction - period. 

Standard, convenience store issued fiction is too 
anthropocentric. (Centred on humankind). That is 
a good reason to take a detour into the realms of 
non-fiction. Recently books about the birds and 

trees of Vancouver have proven to be a delightful 
topical escapade. There are parallels in human 
society with the symbiotic relationships between 
plants andlor animals; these are quite archetypal. 

The European Starling (sturnus vulgaris) is a 
small dark coloured bird with little flecks of light 
colours. It is not an indigenous bird but rather was 
brought over on the boats of migrating Europeans. 
(The Starling is a success story of an unpopular 
exotic. Around the time of the World's Fair, 100 
European starlings were released in New York's 
Central Park. It arrived in California in the 1940s 
and in British Columbia in 1947.) 
In Polynesia and Hawaii, for instance, very few 

indigenous species thrive because imported, more 

adaptable, more fiercely competitive and territorial 
species have displaced them. It is why airport 
security is really hyper about plants and animal 
cargo, out of a concern for the ecological state of 
species preservation. Vancouver is similar in the 
past examples and future concerns of biological 
uprooting of our local ecosystem. 
The Northwestern Crow (corvus caurinus) is a 

very often seen resident of the streets and it is a 
smart one, too. Like the term a murder of crows, 
these birds will often hunt in groups and, in the 
city; these birds will work together to tip over and 
pry open even the sturdiest of garbage cans! 
The Rock Dove is regularly mistaken for a 

pigeon because they are often referred to as such. 
The original Northwestern coast-side cliff homes 
of these birds have been replaced by the clefts and 
overhangs of the concrete buildings and old hotels 
of our city. 
Other familiar ornithological friends include the 

song sparrow, the glaucus-winged gull, the dark- 
eyed junco, the Stellar's Jay and a few others. 

Birds nest in trees and our downtown boulevards )( 
are often lined with cottonwoods, poplar trees and 
3 varieties of maples - the Vine maple, the 
Douglas maple and the Big Leaf maple. Western 
Cedar, Yellow Cedar, Douglas Fir and Lodgepole 
Pine are just a few examples of coniferous trees 
around here. These trees were used in building 
canoes and the sap and ground-up bark were used 
as medicine, laxatives and sometimes as food. 

Arbutus is a common and visually magnificent 
resident recognized by red bark peeling in flakes 
to expose the whitish younger bark underneath. 
The Arbutus bark is very rich in a substance used 
for tanning hides. It is used only for woodworking 
in British Columbia. 
There! And that only scratches the tip of the 

iceberg. Studies in science, including physics, 
biology, chemistry, etc. offer an alternative to 
turbid, sensationalist, soap-opera type books. 

By DEAN KO 



He was a father to 1 3 children.. . me being the 
eighth. I can not tell you a whole lot about this 
individual. He was my Dad when it was necessaty 
- I cannot tell you that he helped me with my first 
steps or heard my &st words. 
My Dad had a disease, a disease that took his 

life. I know that I am wrong when I say that if it 
wasn't for those white people during my father's 
adulthood, our lives might have been more of a 
success. 
My Dad was an individual who had a lot of love 

for life and for us ... although it was hard to see that 
because oppression played a big role in our family 

We were not rich in the money department but 
we did have a place to call home, thanks to our 
father, because he held a winter and summer jobs. 
His jobs kept dad away for months and his pay 
was sent to mom to get clothes and food. 

Having such a large family, our clothes were 
hand-me-downs. It didn't matter to me because I 
loved wearing my older sisters' and brothers' 
clothes - it somehow made me feel I was in 
charge. 
I'll get to the point, as it should be in this story. 

This disease that our parents had was a killer 
amongst our people. 
Our Dad started at the age of 13. He was in his 

late 60's when he died on Dec. 11, 1994. Dad 
called me every 4th day for 12 days.. .his last 
words to me were that he "loves us all" and that he 
was "on-my way home to see Mom, Frances, 
Granny,'and Grampa." 
I told my Dad I thought this day would not come 

in my lifetime but I was only kidding myself. The 
Doctor in Alert Bay told both my Dad and my problem with that as all my mail went to Mom and 
brother Harry, "If you continue drinking the way she would read our cards and letters to him. Mom 
you are, you will kill yourself." died in 1972 and my mail then went to our eldest 

When Dad died I was not in shock, but my brother. 
feelings and thoughts were fkozen. My sister Dolly My Dad was never a quitter. He always fought 
came over when she got the phone call; we sat for for what was right. I guess that's where I get my 
hours talking about Dad. 'get up and go' attitude! 

He was a person with so much love, but did not I have been missing my father but I have him 
know how to show it. Dad could not read or write here in my heart. 
- this I found out when I brought him and other Love you Dad. 
family members to Reno one year. I never had a Margaret. 



ELITIST DEMOCRACY: 
The Truth About P u b l i c  Opinion P o l l s  

P u b l i c  op in ion  p o l l s  conducted over 
the  phone are  designed t o  manipulate 
a r e s t r i c t e d  response from the  person 
being po l led .  
The p o l l s t e r  does n o t  want your  
opin ion,  b u t  r a t h e r  he asks you t o  
choose from seve ra l  predetermined 
responsed t o  any s i n g l e  g iven 
quest ion. 
For example, the  p o l l s t e r  might  ask: 

"Do you t h i n k  the  government i s  
doing a good job, an adequate job, 

o r  a poor  job?" 

You, being a thoughfu l ,  informed 
c i t i z e n ,  cannot say: "Well, I t h i n k  
they ' re  doing a good job w i t h  f o r e s t r y ,  
b u t  poor w i t h  n a t i v e  r i gh ts . "  

No! You can on ly  respond w i t h  one o f  
t he  pol ls ter(s  g iven answers, l eav ing  
your opin ions unc lea r l y  r e f l e c t e d .  

A p o l l s t e r  d i a l s  your number, which 
s t a r t s  w i t h  682, t h i n k i n g  t h a t  you 
l i v e  i n  the  shal low West End o r  
Gastown. He asks your permission t o  
conduct the  p o l l ,  then asks what area 
you l i v e  i n .  
You answer: llThe Downtown Eastside." 

flOh,tt says the  p o l l s t e r ,  ltwe've 
already covered t h a t  area. Thanks 
anyway. Goodby .ll 

Now you tend t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  they 've 
i n  f a c t  a l ready covered your area, b u t  
what p roo f  i s  there ,  i f  you happened 
t o  want t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the  mat te r  o f  
whether they rea l19  d i d  canvas the  
economically depr ived Downtown East- 
s i de  along w i t h  t h e  wel l-heeled West 
Enders? 

As i t  stands, p o l l s t e r s  a re  n o t  h e l d  
accountable t o  p rov ide  proof  t o  the  
PUBLIC t h a t  they had honest ly  conducted 
a balanced, cross-sect ional ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
p o l l .  

I t  cos ts  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  money t o  have 
a p o l l  conducted. But  i t  cos ts  very 

l i t r l e  t o  tunn the  p o l l  r e s u l t s  i n t o  
SCREAMING HEADLINES i f  you happen t o  
own a couple o f  d a i l y  newspapers, o r  a 
TV s t a t i o n , t h a t  reached the  e n t i r e  
prov ince.  
Thus, so-ca l led  p u b l i c  op in ion  i s  
shaped and a f f i rmed by those members 

of the  t i n y  dominant c l a s s  who have 
t h e  excess wealth t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  
u l t r a - r i g h t i s t  i e a l o l o g i e s .  

Angus Reid and h i s  mercenary chhor ts  
must be brought under c o n t r o l  i f  
B r i t i s h  Columbians a re  t o  be con t i n -  
uously  forced-fed p o l l  r e s u l t s  from 
t h e  due~npower fu l  m i n o r i t y  dominant 
c lass .  

The NDP government o f  B.C. has drawn 
up such g u i d l i n e s  as t o  do w i t h  the  
e lectLons ac t ,  and these g u i d l i n e s  
should be supported by everyone who i s  
offended by the  general  snow job 
adminis tered by ' lpub l ic  o,pinion pol ls .11 

Garry Gust 



IMAGINE 

know it has been abolished. Communities have 
lWalls around them. Guards patrol inside these 
designated areas called sanctuaries. There are 
10,000 people living inside a 20-block radius. 
Who are these people? At first thought, one would 
assume that the rich live here; in 1995 condos 
were built and protected by walls and patrols. 
However, things have changed in 5 years. Main & 
Hastings as we know it has vanished. The poor 
have been given free housing, free food cards, and 
productive job clearing houses. Sound too good to 
be true? It's a fact! There was just one minor catch 

In theory it iooked good but in reality it didn't 
really accomplish all that was intended.. . or maybe 

- 
and poor were segregated. The public was no 
longer worried (or even cared) about the situation 
of the poor. "Out of sight=Out of mind. There was 
not enough housing for the poor; there were no 
more jobs for the poor; were behind the walls 
Access into the free world was granted only if a 
job could be secured first. 1s this starting to sound 
familiar? 
Finally, poor people revolted and hundreds were 

killed. Still, nothing was solved. It was too late.. 
we had waited too long. The time to do things is 
now! ! ! Support your local community groups. Get . 
involved. If not, the alternative is above. 

Debbie's Wedding 
At a mall downtown, where I keep running into 

her, Debbie, a former co-worker, shows me yet 
another purchase she has made for her wedding, 
which will happen the same weekend I move to 
Vancouver. "After 10 years together we are finally 
tying the knot." 

Heather, her younger sister, the art history major, 
drives them toward Sudbury where there parents 
live and where the ceremony will take place. She 
laughs &jokes with Debbie & Debbie's partner, 
who are in the back seat. She spins around in her 
seat to respond to some comment Debbie makes. 
The car swerves across the solid line & catches the 
side of a semi travelling in the opposite direction. 
Three months later my sister spots Heather, the 

only survivor, making her way down King Street, 
leaning heavily on the cane in her right hand. 

After the poetry reading Simone, Dave & I 
saunter down King Street in the cool light of an 
October fill1 moon. We spot some coloured 
cylinders in a garbage can, which turn out to be 
discarded kites. 
Along the banks of a creek in Victoria Park, 

where we can hear rodents scurrying in the bushes, 
we play with our kites for two hours,trying to fly 
them in the clear midnight sky, using them as 
props in intermittent, uncertain dances, declaiming 
secret messages in imitations of semaphore. The 
moon has never been brighter, the trees more 
darkly sheltering, the sky so extravagant with stars. 

By DAN FEENEY 1 



The YWCA Single Mothers' Homesharing and 
Housing Network is looking for Volunteers. 

When we were young & brave & true 
noble deeds of nonsense 
were on our night-by-night menu 
But youth must go; 
Illusions too 
All those morning skies of blue 
Forfeit to a rain or two; 
The truth will out 
Dreams will too 

Believe in every way we can 
Believe in God's sweet plan. 
Believe Believe 
..perhaps some day you'll understand.. 

Tom Lewis 

Artist's Impression 
(At the Normandy Restaurant) 

There's a teardrop 
on the lemon 

in the painting 
on the wall. 

Salvadore Dali would say, 
"Si! Si! I could lick the teardrop 
and eat the lemon. Everything 
should be edible!" 

Rod McKuen 
would see 

the rose in the painting 
above the lemon 

and say, 

0 Anita Stevens 

We need people to: 

answer phones - take calls from single mums 
and interested parties; answer inquiries about 
homeshairng and the Network; give out 
information on resources and services for 
single mums 

compile and send out information packages 

do general office work, such as filing, 
labelling, phoning, etc. 

co-facilitate information get-togethers 

We need people who are self-directed, familiar 
with office administration, have some computer 
skills or who are fastlearners! 

This is a great opportunity to gain experience in 
community work, develop skills, make contacts 
and have some fun! 

If any of this sounds interesting and you have a 
few hours a week to spare, please call the Network 
at 873-1 189. 

Limbo 

Love's emotions rise and fall 
from cloud to cactus; falling, 
twisting, turning, piercing. 

Distant melodies calling, warning; 
Oh! Do not haunt me. 
Let me live! 

Far off countries lull my soul 
soothing malignant hearts within 
the very heart of love and sin. 

"Bittersweet." 

Lamas, Buddha's, urge my departure 
from this land of grief and sorrow. 
Not today. Maybe . . . . tomorrow. 

8 Anita Stevens 



PROPES S I ONB LS -- --- 

... we will skig because shouting is not enough 
d .  ' nor is sorrow or anger 

we sing because we believe in people A 
and we shall overcome these defeats s!= 

Throughout our lives we will hear the word - 
professional over and over again. The incessant 
sound of malcontents whining about their place in 
society. We will hear professionalism used to 
describe and calculate everything from deodorant 
to politics . We will constantly be told by both the 
privileged and underprivileged in this society that 
certain tasks or ideas must be presented to us by 
objective professionals who only want to save us 
from our overwrought and miserable lives. 
Take for example the Financial Aid Worker or 

the Social Worker. It is said that a person who 
goes to Social Work School knows more about 
poverty than the poor; that a Financial Aid Worker 
(whatever that is) has more experience understand- 
ing someone's needs that the person in need. 

An advertiser claims that he or she knows more 
about something they're selling than someone who 
invented it. A book seller tries to convince people 
that they know the best way to promote a piece of 
writing etc. etc. 
This article is about change, simply about taking 

what is a mess in our society - poverty, abuse, 
violence, the disenfranchised, manipulation, etc. 
and asking the so-called professionals to think 
about their responsibilities to that mess, instead of 
their haircuts. I do not see a real commitment to 
anything other than paycheques these days. 
What commitment to change does a Social 

Worker have when they are eating lunch in an 
expensive restaurant while some of their so-called 
clients are panhandling or dumpster diving. Who 
is living off who? 
What kind of thinking pretends to embrace the 

latest theories on teaching methods and popular 
education while at the same time claiming to be 
apolitical and doing nothing positive to change the 
status quo. Who is lying to who? 
What kind of behavior can be justified when 

selling nuclear arms or any instruments of human 
destruction. Who is ripping off who? 

I have never claimed to be better than anyone 
else but I have always tried to find answers to 
some basic questions and I will continue to ask 
these questions as long as I live. 
WHO IS LIVING OFF WHO? WHO IS LYING TO 

WHO? WHO IS RIPPING OFF WHO? 

By LEIGH DONOHUE 

"There's A PmW' 

If you think you're smart, you are 
God damn don't get hit by a car 

Yes God I am a Star 

The rich get rich and 
the poor get poor and 
mental health is misunderstood 
and maybe some people should 
look for the reality in this world 

;yclist descending - 
mount maxwell at midnight 
rinde in the deep green echo 1 

Sarah Kedzierski 



- -- - 
For years I was so happy being a tutor of they* c 

~ e & i n ~  Centre. We were a group of volunteer 
tutors with a couple of paid staff. 

We were treated as equals, answering the phone, 
helping ourselves to books, paper, pens ... it was 
like a big family. Every Friday Bill Deacon would 
bring goodies, we would have staff-tutor-learner 
get-togethers, and decide how the Learning Centre 
would be. 
Our tutoring was about 50% English speaking 

students and 50% ESL and it was one-on-one. 
There was a class with Kathie that did Grammar. 
Funding always seemed to be a problem. 

We were political - we argued. We tried to make 
sure volunteer tutors knew Carnegie, knew the 
community, cared about the "whole person." 
George was a man who couldn't read or write. 

He was 60 when he met Lillian, who tutored him 
and then married him - in Carnegie! Students 
didn't have to give their last names or social 
insurance numbers.. they were just welcome. 
These were happy times for me. 

Since the funding was secured the Learning 

how this structure helps students who are scared of 
education and authority. Many Native people were 
abused and violated under the standard Canadian 
education system as well as residential schools; 
other students have learning disabilities and are 
scared off by formal education. 

I am now a non-person in the L.C. There was no 
where for me to register to offer basic one-to-one 
literacy to a student who has never learned to read 
or write in any language. 

I miss the feeling of being an equal partner, and 
understand that people need to protect their 
employment. It's no fun being poor. I know. I am. 

I don't like feeling this way. I dream of a 
Learning Centre where the students' needs of the 
Carnegie community have priority and I can feel 
like an equal partner again ... where School Board 
stats don't rule ... where the whole of Carnegie has 
input and feels welcome, social insurance number 
or not. Dreams prelude change. 

By SHEILA BAXTER 



BORN IN A BAD TIME 
Each person is born with a different bag 

of tricks - call it genetic if you will, or karmic if 
you want, but every one of us is born unique. 
When we are considering the nature of "social 
problems" the absolutely unique character of each 
person should be kept in mind. One of our biggest 
"social problems" is that we keep forgetting this: 
write it on the inside of your forehead, cross your 
eyes & hope for the best. 
Of course the "social problem" that preoccupies 

us most thoroughly is "drug addiction" - everyone 
has an opinion on this one. Most of these opinions 
are very one-sided. They are often not even based 
on personal experience, but are simply the same 
horror storys repeated & passed around & 
elaborated on for maximum shock value. In fact, 
one of our worst unrecognised addictions is our 
insatiable need to horrifL & disgust others - it's 
called grossing people out. Young people play it 
as a game. What these people don't realise, & 
probably could never learn, is that they are 
spreading a psychic infection. Not only that, but 

they are enjoying their power to do so, & topping 
others psychologically in a social game that 
promotes ugly thoughts & images as honesty. 
These are the "opinions" that fuel the drug wars, 

& these are the wars that will turn north america 
into a fascist camp that will make nazi germany 
look like Disneyland. I kid you not. If nothing is 
done to cut through the bullshit & decriminalize 
substance "abuse", we can kiss our politically 
correct little ass good-bye. 
Now I'm a gross-out addict, they'll say - now I 

the subway station 

am, by my own definition, a spreader of psychic 
infection - a prophet of doom & gloom, but I'm 
not really - because it's not a compulsive thing 
with me, I just see too much truth ... "seeing too 
much truth" used to be a euphemism for mental 
illness - a folk saying that probably said more 
about the reality of mental disturbances than all 
the psychology that's been dumped into book bins 
since Freud snorted his first line of coke. 

But let's get back to that genetic or karmic 
difference ... it's possible, even probable, that 
many people are born with a definite tendency 
towards addiction. This may even be an important 
& necessary part of their personality. The politic- 
ally correct idea of a "special challenge" is 
probably applicable here, or even, in some cases, a 
special talent. It sounds completely crazy to say a 
tendency to addiction could be a special talent, 
doesn't it? ... or maybe we are opening the door on 
"too much truth"? 
Is it "too much truth to point out that extremely 

famous & creative people who have contributed to 
the history of human understanding in immeasur- 
able ways have often been addictive personalities? 
Maybe the truth is that we'd all be a lot more 
stupid & boring if it wasn't for drugs. But we havz 
a big problem with this work "drug". It means 
nothing, really. A much more accurate word is 
"substance", because that's what it is; we can even 
pinpoint our substance in the table of elements & 
come up with the exact molecular configuration 
that describes it. "Drug" is a word that conjures up 
images of stupid, dopey people that might as well 
be taken out and shot, according to drug war 
addicts. 



Maybe that's why they're so proud of their 
Shopper's "Drug" Marts, their "drug" research, 
their "drug" squads. Just the sound of this word 
repeated often enough seems to justify their 
compulsion to interfere with the lives of others. 

Democracy addicts have a big problem with the 
horn equal clause in their constitutions, because 
they now have DNA testing that proves everyone 
is not born equal. In a materialistic sense this is 
true, but it's also true to say that each unique bag 
of DNA ticks is ordained by fate, & fate is no 
blind roll of the dice - it's a historical continuum, 
a universally generated lifestyle pattern, imprinted 
on us from the totality of existence. So, each 
person's relationship to their own unique bag of 
tricks is equal. We are born equal in relation to our 
individual fates or destinys. 

Since our modern ways of thinking have become 
so complex, hollow, & obscure, we do well to 
examine the ideas of our ancestors. The ancient 
Greeks related differences of opinion & lifestyle 
to their two opposite & complimentary gods: 
Dionysus & Apollo. Basically, Apollo was the 
solar head or daytime personality - the guy who 
always shines his shoes & shows up on time. 
Dionysus was the eternal party animal - the guy 
who can't remember how to tie his shoes but 

6 f u e  me a hand seruinq this order \!3?zL 

writes incredible poetry. These were not so much 
"gods" as just two sides of human nature. Apollo 
was called "the measurer" & Dionysus was known 
as "the liberator". 

Some people are definitely born Dionysian & are 
compelled by inner forces to follow that path all 
their lives. Their learning is accomplished in an 
infonnal emotional manner, & they enjoy being 
what they are. On the other hand, some are born 

Apollonian; their learning is formal & intellectual, 
they are great organizers & enjoy being that way. 
Both sides achieve something & both sides make 
mistakes. Apollo can organise things to death; 
Dionysus can party 'ti1 he pukes. But they were 
meant to co-operate & harrnonise in their 
opposition, like the left eye & the right eye 
focusing together to create a 3-dimensional world. 

Dionysus will always experiment with substances 

that effect his mind. He can't help it. His main 
interest lies in personal ecstasy. ('ec'-stasis: a 
Greek word translated as "standing forth naked") 
He wants to strip his mind of accumulated layers 
of conditioning. This is a dangerous thing to do, 
but his genetic disposition dictates it relentlessly. 
The Apollonians are good at building bridges, 

flying airplanes, selling products & all that, but 
they've never visited the roots of their own being. 
They have a hard time talking to God & can't sing 
or dance or write poetry worth a damn. 
& don't forget Dionysus - that wandering, 

spaced-out maniac next door - is traditionally the 
great initiator--the "shamanm--& his fate & 
purpose in life is to shake that tree & pick those 
apples in the Garden of Eden, even if it's nothing 
but broken promises lying around in a pile of 
industrial waste. 

TORA 



* The Gastown Business Improvement Society has 
gone all gung-ho on convincing anyone by any 
means that Woodward's is fulfilling its destiny by 
becoming 350 market condos. The gist seems to be 
that anything less is just a waste. 
Now "Gung-Ho" is kind of a hokey description, 

but so is their blurb. It is the very first edition of 
the advertising , yet the lead-in talks of "all the 
letters they've gotten"! How do you get letters-to- 
the-editor when you've never been in print before? 
A seasoned journalist can see it in the one or two 
words taken to describe some book or movie - 
'~abulous" & "wonderfil" & "a must" can all be 
accurately quoted, even when the actual comment 
is "This is a.fabulous example of just how awful 
media can get, a wonderfil joke on good taste, a 
must for anyone determined to puke before 
dinner.". . . the words were spoken Your Honour. 

The blurb takes a couple of words, a quote here 
& there, and tells it like the whole world and then 
some are just about tripping over their bottom lip 
as they drool over a condo in Woodward's at a 
cool $175,000. 

The simple fact that they would so distort reality 
by publishing such a put-up speaks volumes on 
how effective the people of the community are 
being in clearing away the smoke and mirrors. Our 
arguments and desire in this are too clear to be 
answered directly. In short, we're making them 
very nervous - 'they have something there' - and 
the non-members of the Gastown Heritage Area 
Planning Committee, the Gastown Business 
Society, the Gastown Merchants Association, the 
Gastown Residents Association (which, at last 
count, was almost everybody in Gastown since this 
"residents" association has no meetings, no board, 
no minutes, and only 4 people who are actually 
"members"), are the silent majority of people living 
and working in Gastown, getting really pissed at 
the gall of the "members" of said organisations for 
speaking as if they were representing anyone but 
their (few) selves. Ah, poor Michael, your cover is 

blown again. Maybe a new T-shirt will help. 
* Other news: Donald & Muggs had a meeting 

with the superintendent of the School Board for 
this area ending with him determined to work with 
Carnegie to design our Learning Centre to meet the 
needs of local residents and to implement programs 
that meet our mandate. It's a good start. 

* One final bit on 'other' newsletters.. . an 
advertising paper recently came out called the 
Gastown Tribune. The publisher gave the 
'philosophy' or something in the first edition 
saying that we have the richest poor people on 
earth right here; that he'd seen REAL POVERTY 
and anti-poverty work here was just so much 
whining from well-off people who don't realise 
how good they have it. (Like leftovers from fancy 
restaurants and conferences are a luxury afforded 
to too few.) Anyway, this guy reacted to an article 
in here, stating that if he wanted anything about 
poverty he should get someone from End 
Legislated Poverty or "yours truly7' to write it. He 
called up, said "So you want to be a journalist?!" I 
reply that I'll write about poverty after he 
publishes the article that had the offer in it. It kind 
of roasts the whole rag for being a right-wing hate 
sheet. Time will tell. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



DOWNTOWN 
EASTSIDE 
YOUTH 
ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 

STD CLINIC - 219 b i n ;  Monday - Friday, 1Oa.m. - 6p.m. 
NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9a.m. - 8p.m. every day 
Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6p.m.-2a.m. 

(except Mondays, 6p.m.-midnight) 

1995 DONATIONS: 
Paula R.-$20 
Ceci le  C.-$12 
Wm B.-$20 
L i l l i a n  H.-$00 
Sonya S.-$200 
Etienne S. -$I5  
A. Withers -$20 
Rositch -$I6 
Ke t t l e  F. S. - $ l 6  
Hazel M.-$8 
Joy T.-$20 

Diane M.-$25 
Libby D.-$25 
Nancy H. 16 
Lisa  E.-$8 
Lorne T.-$50 
Me1 L.-$12 
Sara D.-$16 
Colleen E. -$ I6  
Bruce J. - $30 
Anonymous - $60.75 
B i l l  S . - $ 2  

THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

A~IicIes rcpresenl the vlews of Individual 
conlrlbutors and no1 of Ihe Assoclatlon. 

I Submission Deadline 
for the next issue: 

Tuesday 
27 June 

NEED HELP? 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 
can help you with: 

J any welfare problem 
J information on legal rights 
J disputes with landlords 
J unsafe living conditions 
J income tax 
J UIC problems 
J finding housing 
J opening a bank account 

Come into the Dera office at 9 East Hastings St. 
or phone us at 6820931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 21 YEARS. 



THE NPA & DEVELOPMENT IN 
THE DO%%TOW EASTSIDE 

When newcomers move into a community, 
they usually become part of that community. 
When developers threaten the existence of the 
community, the new people usually join in and try 
to stop them. 

But in the Downtown Eastside, the situation 
is reversed. The most vocal and organized of the 
new condo-owners are totally allied with develop- 
ers and the gastown business establishment. While 
these are not all the people who have bought 
condos in the neighbourhood, they do claim to 
represent them all. They moved in and set up their 
own organizations to boost development and to 
oppose the community that has been here for 
decades. In most places, people buy in and join in. 
Here, they bought in and sold out. 

These strident condo-owners profess that 
they have no intention of displacing anyone from 
their room. Although their groups are on record as 
opposing more social housing in the neighbour- 
hood, it's probably true they have no deliberate 
intention of displacing people. The problem is that 
real estate markets don't have intentions. The only 
inspiration the market has is profit. Intentions, no 
matter how noble, don't matter in the market. 

Material interest rules, pure and simple. 
Many of these high-profile condo-owners 

and business people have substantial material 
interest in making sure that there is lots of 
property development happening here. It works in 
a circle: Money flows into places where property 
values are likely to increase. Buy low, sell high as 
the old saying goes. Lots of money means lots of 
development and that means rising property 
values. And all this, in turn, means more money, 
which keeps the circle going round. 

Let's take a look at the material interests of 
some of the key players in the Downtown Eastside 
development game. 

The most high-profile of the condo-owners 
is Mike McCoy, who has been called "Mr. 
Condo" for his loud and vehement opposition to 

anything that might constrain condo development. 
He has opposed the pedestrian over-pass to CRAB 
Park, Bridge Housing for women, at Columbia 
and Cordova and a seniors home on Powell St. 
He is currently Chairman of the Gastown 
Historical Area Planning Committee (GHAPC), 
which is taking the lead in pushing through 
gentrification policies. 

What motivates this guy? One clue is that 
the value of his condo at 28 Powell increased by 
$12,000 between 1994 and 1995. Just by living in 
a place for a year, his financial worth increased by 
more than the annual income of most people living 
in the Downtown Eastside. 

A couple of other high profile people who 
organize and speak on behalf of condo-owners are 
brother and sister Bryce Rositch and Lynn Bryson, 
both of whom live up the street from Mike, at 120 
Powell. Between his architecture office at ground 

I level, and his upstairs condo, Rositch is sitting on 
$840 thousand worth of real estate. Bryson's 
condo is currently valued at $390 thousand, an 
increase of $13 thousand over last year. 

The interesting thing about these two people 
is that they are both active in the mayor's own 
Non Partisan Association, which rules at City 
Hall. In fact, Bryson ran NPA Councilor Lynn 



Kennedy's election campaign. And Kennedy's subsidies. 
husband is the partner of gastown developer Brad The gastown pro-development lobby has 

Holm, who is building the home' condos on peat political connections and the motivation of 

the parking lot at Carrall and Cordova. money and property values pushing them forward. 

Two very high-profile businessmen in You can bet that some people at city hall will be 

gastown are John Ellis and Jim Lehto. They both working overtime to make sure the lhmtown 

have good political connections. Both are former Eastside gets redeveloped for profit and not for 

planning officials with the City of Vancouver. people. 
Both are development consultants (that is, hired As the value of land goes up, demolition 

guns) who are currently involved in condo and conversion of cheap housing become more 
development in the Downtown Eastside. Ellis is amactive to the people who own the buildings. 

working for the developer that wants to build 350 Unless there is a long term plan to build low rent 

condos in Woodwards. Lehto is helping the owner housing in this community, and a commitment to 
of the Cambie Hotel convert to a $40 per night spend the money necessary to do it, then many, 

bed and breakfast for tourists. Both sit as city many more people will end up living on the street. 

appointees on GHAPC. Ellis once ran for an NPA Unfortunately, these condo-owners and 

nomination, although he didn't quite make it. businessmen are adamantly opposed to more 

The interest ofa couple ofguys like this in social housing in this neighbourhood. I doubt if 

promoting development is obvious: The more these people represent all the property-owners and 
development there is, the more work they'll have, business people in gastown. And I doubt if this 

and the more money they'll make. vision of endless re-development is the one that 

The difficulty for all these people is making most of the new-comers really want to see in the 

sure that nothing stops the development circle Downtown Eastside. But so far, we haven't heard 

from moving around. This is where political from them. 
connections at city hall come in. Politicians and 
planners can make sure that certain parts of the By JEFF SOMMERS 

city are attractive places for investors and 
developers to put their money. They do this with Next issue: the city's Victory Square Plan and how 

zoning bylaws and various kinds of incentives it will help developers zero-in on the Downtown 


