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On Tuesday, June 20th a Vancouver Sun headline 
blared: "Developer wins Woodward's project". 
Well, nothing could be farther from the truth. 

The fact is that Fama Holdings of West 
Vancouver has merely cleared the first 
development hurdle, and at this point has not even 
purchased the building. In the words of a famous 
poet, they have "miles to go" before they sleep. 
Although, on Monday, June 19th, the develop- 

ment permit board, including developers Stanley 
Kwok and Al Waisman, some nervous city staff, 
and a few other appointees, made it easy for Fama 
to slide over the initial hurdle, the developer has 
made it very clear that he is in no hurry to bring 
the old Woodward's building back to life. For 
whatever reason - the flooded condominium 
market, the wish to maximize his profits, or the 
combination of both - Kassem Aghtai of Fama has 
asked that final approval of his 354 condo project 
be delayed until March of 1996. That's right 1996! 

For the gaggle of Gastown business and property 
interests at the board meeting, this long delay must 
be greatly upsetting. This small, but loud and 
powerful faction from tourist town seems hell-bent 
on creating the Downtown Eastside in its own 
image and likeness, as soon as possible. They, 
like the developers, talk of "revitilization", of 
'cleaning up" the area, of ridding it of 
"undesirables", of "too much" social housing, and 
"too many" services. In whining loudly about 
their own self-interests, in seeing themselves as the 
first "real" people in the area, they refuse to 
recognize the history of the community, and the 
struggle of the long-term, low-income residents to 
make it a better, healthier, safer, more tolerant, 
and more human place to live and work. 

In pushing their own intents, this small Gastown 
crowd refuses to hear the interests, hopes, and 
aspirations of others. They remain tight-faced and 
glazed-eyed when they hear that Hastings Street 
has been turned into an American-style inner-city 
ghost town, not by the residents, but by poor city 
planning and speculators' greed. In not joining 

with long-term residents to come up with an I 
inclusive community plan, starting with 1 
Woodward's, this elite group from Gastown has i 

instead thrown in their lot with with Fama, condos, 1 
and "revitilization" for those who can afford it. 1 
And in doing so they are making a serious and 
very short-sighted mistake. I 1 

We all know that Woodward's is key to change in I 
the heart of the Downtown Eastside. We also I 

recognize that so goes Woodward's so goes the , 
surrounding area. What a few Gastown folks don't 
seem to understand is that if the historic building I 
on the corner of Abbott and Hastings goes all 
condo, and the surrounding area continues with an 
ever growing imbalance of the same, then their , 
self-centred dream of a "cleaned-up" area w~ll 
surely meet the reality of a street scape w~th 
displaced, homeless, and desperate people. 

All reasonable people in the Downtown Easts~de. 
in Gastown, and around the city, wdl agree that we 
haveBn opportunity to create a much brighter 
vision at Woodward's and in the neighbourhood. 
An inclusive development for Woodward's just 
makes more sense. And because Fama Holdings 
Ltd. is far from winning anything, the community , 
still has the time to fine tune a better plan. In fact, 
Fama has publicly said on a number of occasions 
that if they get a serious offer they will walk away 

I 
from Woodward's if there is a better plan. 

What is very clear from petitions and letters is 
that a growing number of people in the Downtown 
Eastside, and around the City support a shared 
and inclusive model for Woodward's that reflects 
the buildings history, with a wide-range of market 
and non-market housing, mixing seniors, singles, 
and families with child care, community and 
cultural facilities, and of course a restored food 
floor. 
Too often planners, developers, politicians, 

newspapers, and voices of self-interst and greed 
say that our ideas are impossible. Quite fiankly 
we don't share their pessimism and lack of vision. 

If you are passing by the Hastings Street side of 



an i 

1 ~ 
de. 

Woodward's, there is a decorated window with the 
following words: "be realistic demand the 
impossible". In the Downtown Eastside 
community where extreme development pressures 
threaten to push the majority of long-term, low- 
income residents out of the neighbourhood or onto 
the street, these words are powerful. They say that 
people have not given up on their community, 
their ability to positively change it, or their place 
in the Woodward's building. That spirit makes it 
clear that Fama Holdings Ltd. has a long way to 
go before the Vancouver Sun or anyone else 
declares it a winner. 

But for the community to be successful we will 
need the support of the reasonable voices in 
Gastown, as well as those of people throughout 
our city. Most importantly, we need the 
commitment of groups and individuals throughout 

the Downtown Eastside. If Woodward's and the- 
community is going to be won, if long-term 
residents of the neighbourhood are going to be 
treated with respect and dignity, and if these low- 
income residents are going to have the right to live 
in an inclusive community, then we will have to 
fight for it, practice what we preach, so to speak. 
This means that we have to grow in numbers. This 
means that organizations with constituencies will 
have to knock on doors and talk to people. This 
means that individuals will have to get involved. 
It is one thing to talk about fighting for what we 
believe in; it is another to actually do it. The time 
is now. The place is Abbott and Hastings. 

See You At Woodward's 

JOHN SHAYLER 

There's a beautiful thing 
that most people don't really see 
in one's self 

The sadness I have I grip on to 
People with good hearts 
-are so hard to find. 

There's a blissful thought 
that runs through my mind 
There's a change in my heart 
yet love is forever 
... lasting relationships 

I pray to God he'll always love me 
and not for what others see. 

This is really who I'll be. 

SARAH Forever 
That's me. 

The way I'll be. 

After Work 

Walking down the hill from the Mac block 
at John and Norma's place, 1 see the sun 
set in front of me behind the long 
trailing southern edge of the K Mountain 
and almost at the same time, because 
I am walking westward, Sleeping Woman Mountain 
sinks out of sight 
behind the same ridge but further south 
and I tell her good night 



There are 8,000 people living in hotels and 
rooming houses in the Downtown Eastside, most 
of them long-term residents on very limited 
incomes, like welfare or pensions, at the whim of 
rent-gouging landlords. 

So who does the Vancouver Sun choose as the 
voice of the neighbourhood for its front page 
feature, Yuppies and the 'Hood, last Saturday? 

A person who has a steady job, recently moved 
into the neighbourhood, and living in secure, 
subsidised social housing. 
That's a category of resident that constitutes less 

than two per cent of the people in the neighbour- 
hood - but it's not the first time the Sun has 
sympathised so publicly with the problems of 
privileged johnny-come-latelys. 

First it was Michael McCoy, the man with the 
power pony-tail, the chiefest Yuppie in the Hood, 
known as Mr. Condo for his championing of all 
things upscale and his opposition to projects that 
benefit low-income residents, like the Bridge 
Housing project for women. 

Now it's Allison Harry, who moved into the 
neighbourhood a while ago to take a job as a 
building manager. She now enjoys the benefits of 
social housing for herself, but is actively 
organising to push the condo agenda, which would 
deny secure housing to others, and to oppose 
needed social services like the detox centre. 

These two media-anointed voices of the neigh- 
bourhood have chosen to make themselves, their 
lives and their personal opinions a public issue. 
They moved into the Downtown Eastside, a 

unique and vibrant community, and now want to 
remake it in their own image. So all the bleeding 

hearts had just better forget about the thousands of 
low-income people who are threatened by massive 
redevelopment in the neighbourhood, like the 
proposed Woodward's condo project. 

Allison Hany is a paid employee of the Afford- 
able Housing Society and manages Princess Place, 
a family social housing project at Princess and 
Cordova (a fact conveniently let out of the Sun). 

Her home and her salary are paid by the public, 
supposedly to benefit the low-income community. 
Seems to be a pattern. In his other life, McCoy is a 
kind of social worker, a mover in the McLaren 
Housing Society for AIDS relief and a group 
home entrepreneur - all funded at taxpayer 
expense. 
Affordable Housing, which also runs the Ford 

Building and the Europe Hotel, insists that it's not 
involved in the political issues of the neighbour- 
hood. But, meanwhile, its representative continues 
to openly recruit Affordable tenants to go to 
public meetings and herself to make public 
statements in the newspapers and on TV in 
support of yuppies and their wanabees. 
On the front page of the Sun, she expresses 

concern about the rising tide of street crime in the 
neighbourhood (who doesn't feel that way?) but 
the ironic part of it is that if her yuppie friends are 
successful in taking over Gastown, then they will 
hassle the police to "clean up" the neighbourhood, 
pushing the street scene further east of Main. 
To where? Right in front of Allison Harry's 

building. It's already happening. Are her tenants 
aware of this? 
As it stands now, every attempt in the last six 

months to inform Affordable tenants about issues 



in the community have all met with harassment. 
Posters are banned, notices of meetings are torn 
down, flyers about Woodward's and the bigger 
picture are ripped up and thrown in the garbage. 
One tenant, hoping to inform others of what 
positions were being presented by Allison, "in the 
name of Affordable Housing", was immediately 
threatened with eviction. 

(She's not the only Affordable building manager 
on this hobby horse. Wnedy Tamininga, who runs 
the Ford Building, has been busy for months in 

iis a lot like cr mobitrs strip. 

Many popular folk stories are an interesting 
allegory to situations experienced everyday, even 
in these modern times. If Little Red Riding Hood 
is the story of youthful indiscretion, sexual 
predation and a return to normal society, Jack and 
the Beanstalk is the sto~y of drug addiction and the 
addict's non-traditional, unconveiitional alternative 
rise to wealth. 
'I'hc magic beans represent drugs; the story has 

squandered wealth and a misspnt youth. The 
Beanstalk represents the rise to fame and growth 
of character. The giznt represents the challenges of 
life, the woman with the harp, his wife, and the 
golden egg laying chicken, his fortune. 

Sigmund Freud, Edgar Allen Poe, Hunter S. 
Thompson, Herman Hesse and Charles Baudelaire 
are only a few examples of Jacks and the 
Beanstalks. The archetypal similarities of that 
story and the lives of many downtown eastsiders 
are uncanny! With my life too. 
A inobius strip is a strip of paper that is twisted 

180 degrees and joined into a loop or ring. It is 
something that has only one side. Run your finger 
along its length and you will find that you will 
soon end up exactly and on the same side where 
you started! 

A return top homeostasis; equilibrium re- 
realized. e.g. In a lot of stories the lead character is 

support of the Gastown crowd, including trying to 5. 
get the Dugout shut out of its current location.) 

If Affordable buildings had autonomous tenants' 
committees, the way DERA buildings do, maybe 
the tenants could do something about the 
destructive campaign being hatched in their midst. 
In the meantime, does Affordable Housing 
director Bob Nicklin (521-0818) realise what kind 
of damage these antics are causing to Affordable's 
image in the community? 

By TOMMY SHUTZ 

from a middle class, bourgeois upbringing, has a 
fling with the bohemian, rough side of life, and 
returns to their beginnings with a family of their 
own. Of course in real life that doesn't always 
happen, but that's the ideal, isn't it? 

Life is full of other mobius strip-like happenings. 

By DEAN KO 
* * * * * * * 
In Capitalism, you punish your enemies. 
In Communism, you reward your friends; thus 
Capitalism is how you treat your enemies and 
Communism is how you treat your friends. 



Welfare Scabs 
With the government's decision to mske people 
work for welfare it means that not only will we be 
called welfare bums but now welfare scabs. We 
will be replacing workers who may have a decent- 
paying job with our cheap labour. Then those 
workers will have no jobs and they will be called 
welfare bums and welfare scabs because they will 
have to take lowpaying jobs away from people 
still having decent jobs. 
This will result in corporations getting a labour 
force of slaves whose paycheques won't cven be 
enough to rent an apartment or buy anything other 
than Krafl dinner, and off we go to the Food Bank. 
Corporations want a level playing field; we must 
be kept poor and hungry so we'll do what they 
want. If we are hungry enough we will sell a 
kidney or an eye or any organ; we will use our 
wombs as baby nests for the rich, sell our eggs and 
sperm to the market place of reproductive 
technologies. We will work in the sex trade in 
government-~un houses. 

If so many are poor and can't pay taxes, can't 
buy houses or cars, can't afford anything ... if there 
are finrer and fewer consumers, am I wrong in 
thrnking that Canada will be in a tembte mess? 

The deficit is loan sharking on a grand scale. It 
will bankrupt us and our country will be owned by 
who? 

By SHEILA BAXTER 

RISE ABOVE THE POINT 

My life has been on an up and down scale.. pain 
is so hard to control. When medication takes ef5 
ect it usually throws my system all out of whack. 

I believe in order to succeed in today's world, 
one has to be beyond feeling sorry for one's self - 
a friend of mine asked me to imagine someone 
else who might be worse off than myself. 

At times 1 can meditate and take the pain away 
for a few hours - and most of these times I'm at 
ease and at peace with myself'. 

At one time I'd allow the pain to control my life. 
I never had time to be with others or even to talk 
to anyone on the phone - for fear of crying. I hate 
crying, but it's said that it helps get rid of tension 
and fiustration. 
So is yelling and punching a punching bag ... when 

I haveto G r i d  of frustration I go down to my 
favourite park (Crab Park); when no one is around 
I yell at the top opf my lungs. 
To me pain is pain and living is everything. I'll 

be here until the end - whatever that is! 

By MARGARET PREVOST 



The Learning Centre 

Summer has arrived and the renovation of the 3rd 
floor at Carnegie has begun. The Learning Centre 
has moved to its summer home in the bym on the 
2nd floor. With lots of wood furniture and table 
lamps, the bym looks pretty cozy. It's also more 
open and cooler than the 3rd floor. 

At a meeting between Vancouver School Board 
Management and learning centre staff on Monday, 
June 26, we were told that Ron Klassen is no 
longer director of the Learning Centre. He is being 
replaced now by an acting director, Brian Graham, 
and the position of director will be posted in a few 
months. 

Classes and some of the English groups will be 
taking a summer break, but the drop-in will be as 
strong as ever. This is the place for self-paced and 
upgrading work; we'll be making special efforts to 
encourage people who need help learning to read, 
write and do math to come in. If you're interested 
in tutoring literacy students, talk to Ernie, the 
Volunteer Coordinator. 
A series of working rrrou~s have started. on 

THE LEARNING CENTRE 

The constitution and by-laws state clearly that the 
purpose of Carnegie Centre is to serve the needs 
of the residents of the Downtown Eastside. I feel 
this directive is not being met at the present time 
by the Learning Centre. 

I recently started a Women's computer program 
and not one of my students was from the DE. One 
person stated he feels there is nothing wrong with 
this and to some extent I agree, but there are many 
centres in their areas which provide the same 
services as Carnegie - they charge an assessment 
fee and Carnegie does not, which may be one of 
the main reasons why people come here. 

literacy, summer & fall programming, Native 7. 
programming and tutor training, and meet every 
other Tuesday at 1 :00 on the 3rd floor. Everybody 
is welcome to participate and give input. If you 
can't make it but are interested, talk to any 
learning centre staff about them. These working 
groups do brainstorming, plan and make 
recommendations. The only dumb ideas or 
suggestions are the ones never made. 
Special programs such as French tutorial groups, 

fireside, the creative writing group, the video 
project and work on Off The Wall continue all 
summer. 

Summer hours, beginning July 3rd, are 9-5. A 
request to the School Board to allow a few 
evenings a week has yet to get an answer. The 
computers will be available to the community 
from 5- 10 weekdays and 10- 10 on weekends. 
Thanks to Carnegie members for letting us use 

the gym - sorry for the inconvenience. It's a 
crucial time for all of us to work together to plan 
for the future of the learning centre. We need your 
ideas and participation. 

When 1 first came to Carnegie, I volunteered in 
the Learning Centre as an ESL tutor, as well as a 
literacy tutor. In the last 3 112 years I've seen an 
increase in ESL and a large decrease in Literacy 
and Upgrading. This : alarms me. We need to put 
equal emphasis on both and not let one course take 
precedent over the other. It hghtens me to think 
that we are slowly forgetting what we are really 
here to do. 

Let's take time to reflect and look at the way 
things used to be before the School Board took 
over. We need to remember what the Learning 
Centre is supposed to be about. 

Vickie Dutcher 



Walking down the escarpment fiom Mohawk 
College, where 1 had just attended my fourth 
Ferron concert, into Hamilton, where 1 periodic- 
ally worked, & where there had been, that same 
night, a concert by the Grateful Dead, I realized 
that there was no way for me to get back home to 
Kitchener, & that I would have to find room for 
the night. People in tie-dyed clothing, with bells 
on their fingers, kept passing by me, singing and 
dancing. I must have heard the word "zen" fifteen 
or twenty times. 
"A wandering, a travelling spirit took off with my 
spirit," I wrote, and I stood watching. Not a single, 
pure word, ever.. . 

All night I dreamed those bodies swaying by me 
like fleshy these, arguments of bone, blood & 
muscle, aching toward completion. 

"We cannot forever choose," I wrote in the 
morning, "how we are taken." And, "There is no 
bottom to us." 

akrrDog 

We ask for a dog. The white, pink-mouthed thing 
our father brings home, however, is vicious & 
ugly. He calls the thing "Blue" & ties it up to a 
tree near the shed in our backyard, where it sleeps, 
or pretends to sleep, in the shade all day long. It 
bites my brother & sister, who decide to play with 
it despite my warnings, on the ass & on the ear 
respectively. My father, an occasional hunter of 
rabbit & deer, refuses to have it put down and, 
telling my brother & my sister they should have 
known better, takes it to a junkyard where, after 

So, once more, I'm broke. 
I phone Stephen. 

We're off to the fountains 
on Burrard and Georgia Streets 

The water's inviting 
Next thing, I'm wading 
gathering coins 
tossed for wishes. 

People gather and voice their thoughts 
"What are you doing?" 
"I'm collecting for the poor." 
"And you're the poor?" 
"Yes," says I 
"People won't get their wishes 
if you take their coins." 

"But," says I, "surely you've heard 
of the Wish Drop-In. 

"Have you heard of the Wish Drop-In?'' 
"NO." 
"Oh. 320 Hastings Street. East." 

Anita Stevens 
all, it belongs. 

Dan Feeney 



The Victory Square Plan: 
fi Uictory f o r  Who? 

Every once in a while, the community wins 
a small victory. The City unveiled what it called 
the Victory Square Concept Plan a couple of 
weeks ago. This might be one of those small 
victories. And it's very small indeed. So small, in 
fact, that it is very hard to see. And there are so 
many problems with it, you will be able to drive a 
truck right through it, which is probably what 
developers will be doing soon enough. 

But in the meantime, we should savow the 
fact that city planners and politicians might see fit 
to throw a few scraps to the Downtown Eastside. I 
say mighl because this is all very tentative and it 
may never happen. 

What this plan is reconunending to 
politicans at city hall is that they protect the 
residential hotels in the area which it covers, which 

is roughly between Carrall and Richards along 9* 
Hastings and Pender. This should be done by 
making it more expensive for land-owners to 
demolish or convert of low cost hotel rooms to 
more upscale uses. 

The plan also calls on the city to insist on a 
one-for-one replacement of housing units when 
hotel rooms are lost. It also wants the politicians to 
define residential hotels differently from tourist 
hotels. This would mean that conversion from a 
residential hotel to a $40 per night bed-and- 
breakfast, which is what Sam Yehia's Carnbie 
Hotel is now doing, would not be permitted. 

There is one big, glaring problem with this 
plan. It's overall goal is to promote development 
in existing buildings and encourage so-called 
revitalization in this area. While this means no 
highrises will be built there, it also is part of a 
larger plan to promote gentrification of the 
Downtown Eastside. 

Buried on page 18 of the report is the fact 
that this plan will enable developers to build 
housing for 2500 new people in the area between 
Carrall and Richards. And you can bet they will all 
be living in upscale condos, not social housing. 

Gentrification happens when middle-income 
people start to move into an area where most 
residents have low incomes and where land and 
housing prices are also low. As more and more of 
these middle income people move in and buy 
property, land prices start to increase, pushing up 
housing costs and rents. Owners of low cost 
housing start to convert or demolish their 
buildings for more upscale uses and the people 
end up in living in the streets. 

To get an idea of what this will mean, you 
need to look at the relative incomes of the people 
who are currently living in this area. More than 
700 people now live in the hotels there. They have 
an average income of just over $600 a month. The 
few people who live in the Beatty Street condos 
have an average income of almost $3,900 a month 
or more than 6 times that of their neighbours who 
live in hotels. 

That's not just an imbalance of income. It's 



also an imbalance of power. As we've seen from 
events in gastown, property-owners with relatively 
high incomes are more likely to get their way than 
people with low incomes living in hotels or social 
housing. 

If the plan succeeds in revitalizing the land 
market here in this part of town, the proposed 
policies will be mostly toothless. 

The plan uses words like "facilitate," and 
"encourage," and "discourage," and "incentives" 
and "disincentives." It does not list any concrete 
steps the city or any other level of government will 
take to increase the supply of low rent housing in 
the area. It does not provide any means to take 
land off the market so it can't be bought and sold 
by land dealers who end up pushing out residents. 

As UBC Professor David Ley pointed out in 
the Sun this past weekend, city politicians and 
planners always use lots of "soothing words" to 
reassure us that there will low income housing and 
no displacement. He also points out that they are 
rarely more than words. "The market," he says, 
"always seems to find a way around these kinds 
of policies. 

In the meantime, the City will be using these 
recommendations as evidence that it really does 

care about the housing needs of the people living 
in the Downtown Eastside. We won't know I 

whether or not they will ever become city policy 
for almost a year. By then, the Carnbie Hotel, and 
maybe a couple of others, will have converted to 
pricey bed-and-breakfast places. 

There is also the whole issue of whether by 
implementing policies such as this, the govern- 
ment will be let off the hook for providing funds 
for social housing. This could be an excuse for 
simply forcing people to live in little hotel rooms, 
without proper cooking facilities, shared 
bathrooms with 20 or 30 other people and 
cockroaches for company. I'll be taking a look at 
this in the next newsletter. 

With more and more property development 
taking place in the Downtown Eastside, there is 
only one way to really ensure that all the people 
here will have a place to live. That is to begin 
taking large chunks of land off the market so it 
cannot be bought and sold by speculators and 
developers. This would make sure that housing is " 

there for people who need it and that it is 
affordable. Nowhere does the Victory Square Plan 
address this. 

JEFF SOMMERS 

Hey, Mr. Taylor: 

I appreciate that you may write whatever you 
wish in the Carnegie Newsletter. However, I also 
think that with freedom comes responsibility. I 
refer to y o u  statement, "Phil Owen, still acting as 
a Mayor, goes on TV once a month and performs 
at his cretinous best". Your remarks are crude and 
inappropriate. Had you or any one of your 
colleagues been so labelled, an apology would 

have been demanded. 
I'm asking for neither a retraction nor an apology 

I'll settle for factual reporting. The attached 
statistics should leave you better informed. 
If you wish to be taken seriously as a contributor, 

commentator or critic, you should get it right and 
you should get it fair. 

Sincerely, 
Janet Fraser 
Executive Assistant 



The Fight For The Carnegie Community 
Centre 
Part 15 

The Carnegie In Motion 
At the Vancouver City Council meeting of 

February 24, 1976, Council voted to spend 
$650,000 to renovate the Carnegie Library for 
community use. The vote was six to five, with 
Councillors Rankin, Marzari, Boyce, Sweeney, 
Harcout and Cowie voting for the resolution. 

At the same time Council voted to request a grant 
of one-third of the renovation costs fiom the 
provincial government, and it asked the Social 
Planning Department to meet with the Parks 
Board, Library Board, Vancouver Community 
College(VCC), DERA and other interested 
community organisations to study the types of 
programs which could be operated. 
That is what DERA had been doing since the 

autumn of 1974, and it hailed City Council's 
decision to go ahead with Carnegie as a victory. 
"It's a beautiful victoty after two years of steady 
fighting," Bruce Eriksen said. "It shows 
persistency pays off. (VmSun, Feb.25/76) 

An article in the I>owntown East, entitled 
"Carnegie To Be Active Community Centre" 
(June, 1976), reflected the excited anticipation of 
local residents. It hoped the building would be 
ready by June, 1977, and it quoted Eriksen as 
saying "We fought like hell to get this building as 
a community centre for our residents, so that we 
would have alternatives to sitting in beer parlours 

U-- 

every night. The sooner the Carnegie Library 
opens, the better." 
The machinery of government moves slowly, 

however. Maurice Egan, Director of the Social 
Planning Department, was responsible for setting 
up a Carnegie Planning Advisory Committee 
(CPAC). In a report to the Community Services 
Committee, dated August 26, 1976, he went over 
the Carnegie history and outlined the proposed 
shape of the Advisory Committee. It would have 
one staff representative fiom each of the 
Vancouver Parks and Library Boards, VCC, and 
the City Departments of Social Planning and 
Buildings & Maintenance. 

It would also have one rep fiom DERA, the 
Strathcona Property Owners and Tenants 
Association (SPOTA), the Chinatown Historic 
Area Advisory Committee, the Japanese 
Community Volunteers, and the Vancouver 
Community Arts Council. The two Downtown 
Eastside resident representatives on the committee 
were Fred Soon and Libby Davies. 
Maurice would be the chairperson of the commi- 

ttee, and he would use his skills in helping people 
work together to move the dream of a community 
centre in the direction of concrete reality. 
CPAC met almost weekly through the autumn of 

1976, and on a regular basis until it was dissolved 
in the autumn of 1979 by City Council. This was 
the committee that designed the lay-out and organ- 
ised the programs for the Carnegie Community 
Centre; it deserved great credit for the huge 
amount of work it did over a three year period. 

At its first meeting in the Chinese Freemasons' 
Hall on September 22, 1976, it considered possi- 
ble architects for the renovations to the old library 
and chose the firm of DownsIArchambault. 
The Carnegie was in motion! 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued) 



THE CARPET BAG BLUES 
1992 - 1995 

I checked i n t o  the  l o s t  and found 
t o  see i f  I was there,  
b u t  no one ever heard o f  me 
so I took a c h a i r ,  
and s a t  down ti1 the  searching sun 
began t o  fade away, 
then I go t  up and walked nex t  door 

t o  the  2 Jays Cafe. 

The s t r e e t  was f u l l  o f  emptiness 
and so I changed my mind, 
and caught a northbound l imousine 
t o  see what I cou ld  f i n d ;  
b u t  Pigeon Park had f lown the  coop 
over t o  Crab Park Bay, 
and something warned me t o  go back 
t o  the  2 Jays Cafe. 

Two years l a t e r  there  was joy 
when the  war was won, 
b u t  t he  v i c t o r y  was f l e e t i n g ,  l i k e  a 
Mirage i n  t he  deser t  sun. 
Then someone dismissed the  s o l d i e r s ,  
b u t  they would n o t  obey; 
they s e t  up camp n o t  two b locks  from 
the  2 Jays Cafe. 

strathcona gardens 
The t r o j e n  b u i l d e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  smi les  
came by pushing t h e i r  horse, 
and one by one they l e p t  i n t o  
a single-room divorce.  
And o l d  pimp named P a t r i c i a  

e levated overpass 
took them t o  her  hide-away, over-condoation 

and gave them a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  
t o  the  2 Jays Cafe. = NO DOWNTOWN EAST- 

SIDE INNER CITY 
Some people l i k e  t o  s i n g  and dance, 
and laugh a t  a l l  t h e i r  woes, no inner  c i t y  = THE SLOW 

b u t  among a l l  good s o l d i e r s  the re ' s  some DEATH OF AFFORDABLE RENTS 

who s tay  on t h e i r  toes. 
And so the  army was prepared t o  
re-form down Abbott  way, and 

d i g  i n  f o r  the  B a t t l e  of 
the  2 Jays Cafe. 



7- 
I you must know something I don't 

you put it to me the hard way 
all or nothing 
I had to choose 

even though 

babies are bombed into bloody pieces 
abandoned in garbage bins 
buried with bellies distended from sucking empty breasts 
born addicted to dope and booze with brain damage and deadly diseases 
born warped and deformed from pesticides and other pollutants 
stolen or sold for killing so their healthy organs can save wealthy babies 
babies raped 
burned 
kicked 
beaten 
drowned 
stabbed 
suffocated 

babies who won't stop crying 
seized and shaken 
brains battered against their skulls 
necks snapping 
minds permanently deranged 
or murdered by a parent 
shaking them 
to get them to stop crying 

I was 20 
my son less than a year old 
I grabbed hold of him 
I was all alone 
1 didn't know what to do 
I was afraid 
I didn't know what to do for hitn 
I grabbed hold of him 
I clenched my jaws tighter and tighter 
shut up I said 
please of please shut up goddamit shut up 
his cries filled my head 
his cries set my nerves on fire 
his cries reproached my soul 
his cries condemned my life 
shut up shut up shut up 



I shook him 
I squeezed his little body 
fighting myself 
fighting against myself 
1 wanted to scream louder than he was 

I wanted to swing him by his heels 
and fling him into the wall 
I wanted to make him so he'd never scream again 
and the harder 1 squeezed him 
and the more I shook him 
and cursed him 
the more frightened he became 
the more he cried 
oh god 1 was all alone 

I dropped him on his back on the bed 
it scared the living hell out of him 
I dropped him on his back on the bed 
it scared the living hell out of him 
part of me was glad 
and another part of me 
will never forget his eyes 
looking up at me - 
so innocently 
too innocent then to register the betrayal 
the rage and the cruelty 
I was teaching him 
his eyes looking up at me 
so helplessly 
his eyes looking up at me 
for relief 
he had no one at that moment to depend upon 
for his life 
but me 
I was sweating 
I was shaking 
I hated myself 

I didn't squeeze him so hard his brain was shattered 
I didn't squeeze him so hard I broke his bones 
I didn't drop him so hard I wrecked his spine 
I didn't produce any bruises 
no I didn't do any of those things 



I ran away 
I abandoned him and his mother 
I said to myself it was for his own good 

years later 
he was 12 
his mother told me her boyfriend 
was arguing with my son 
and suddenly 
grabbed and threw him against a wall 
threw him on his back against a wall 
not that hard my ex-wife said 
but my son became hysterical 
and could not be comforted 

the boy's over-reaction 
puzzled and disturbed his mother 
I didn't say what I thought 
I told her I'd kill that guy 
if he ever did that again - 
I acted hard tough self-righteous 
trying to conceal what I thought - 
my son flashed back to the traumatic shock 
of being dropped on his back on that bed 
enough in itself 
to throw a wicked charge through his life 
and no one but me would ever know 
from where it came 

I held my son close 
atop the tower the poet robinson jeffers built 
with stones he carried from the beach 
I held my son close 
he was less than a year old 
the pacific ocean rolled and exploded in front of us 
cypress trees jeffers planted swaying and shaking behind us 
a drop of salt sea-spray 
settled on my son's forearm 
it was to me a baptism 
and consecrated 
a love that has never faded 
though it be frustrated and seldom realized 

I held my son close 
and desired never to leave that tower 
never descend 
but live that moment eternally 



that would be easy THE HERIT& FRotJr 
but IS A FASclmwr 

you put it to me the hard way 
all or nothing 
I had to choose 

babies bombed into bloody pieces 
abandoned in garbage bins SMASH R A W  ! 
buried with bellies distended from sucking empty breasts 
born addicted to dope and booze with brain damage and deadly diseases 
born warped and deformed from pesticides and other pollutants 
stolen or sold for killing so their healthy organs can save wealthy babies 
babies raped 
burned 
kicked 
beaten 
drowned 
stabbed 
suffocated 

and babies who won't stop crying 
seized and shaken 

otherwise 
there is no hope 
no hope at all 
no real hope 

nothing at all 

you must know something I don't 

Bud Osborn 



END LEGISLATED POVERTY 
BNNUBL GENERRL HEETING 

People, both experienced & inexperienced. are 
each in it for "The Long Haul." This is the simple 
truth behind the choice of name for ELP's paper, 
which is a consolidation of the ELP Newsletter, 
ActionLine and FLAWline. The Long Haul has 
won praise and acclaim from BC to 
Newfoundland for hard-hitting attacks on 
government policies and corporate initiatives to 
increase poverty for their own narrow interests - 
for more money and power for themselves. 
End Legislated Poverty is 10 years old and held 

its annual general meeting in Vancouver. Reps of 
anti-poverty groups and community organisations 
came together from as far away as Terrace and as 
close as Carnegie to share problems, victories, 
methods of advocacy, tactics, strategy and reports 
on current legislation. 
One woman from Kamloops stated that she had 

had to leave a demonstration outside the local 
Food Bank to catch the bus - the director of the 
service had made up this rule that Native people 
living on reserves cou!d no longer get food. 
First WP foci~sed nn the problems in regions: 

increasing difficulties with the Ministry of Social 
Services, lack of afiordable housing, unernplny- 
m e ~ t  au~d pnnr-hashg in the ~nedia on the rise 

This initial exercise, 'where zre we', led natmdly 
to the next - 

'What would end poverty?' 
"Money, a balance of power, rent control, fair 
wages, decent jobs, a progressive tax system, 
popular education on the corporate agenda, 
class action against media engaging in poor- 
bashing, a real sense of community, right to be 
employed (m workfare), a holistic analysis to 
dispel the myths of unaffordable social 
programs and the mantra of TINA (There Is 
No Alternative).'' 

Current areas of concern: 
Bill C-76: abolishes Canada Assistance Plan and 
rights of poor people - to get assistance when in 
need, to have this assistance be based on realistic 
costs, to be able to appeal unfair decisions and not 
to be forced to work for benefits. Canada Health 
and Social Transfer removes national standards 
from health, education and social services, giving 
each province the right to set spending priorities 
regardless of need. 
Bill 20: creates a new level of provincial 
bureaucracy to overturn any tribunal decisions not 
favoured by the government. Current systems have 
clients winning almost 95% of appeals of MSS 
decisions. Members of this body will be appointed 
by gov't; it sets the stage for a regressive gov't to 
deny appeals, and to make every overturned 
decision a "precedent" for all future appeals in that 
area. e.g. If one case, appealed on the basis of 
specific circumstances (need for vitamins, dental 
care ...) is overturned, no appeal for that expense 
(vitamins, dental ...) will ever be heard again, 
regardless of differing circumstances. 
Premier's Forum on Social Assistance: - cut-off 
of parents when youngest child is 3, taxation of 
GAIN, mandato~y involvement Jn "work 
readiness" programs (changing recipients from 
"welfare bums" to "welfare scabs"), reduction in 
child benefits and the elimination of seniors' 
supplements. 

GAIN Advisory Committee: - reducing numbers 
of poor by lowering the poverty line, attempts to 
rationalise taxing welfare, promotes workfare. 

Each of these concerns is tied to the corporate 
agenda for getting cheap labour, for being 



"competitive" with themselves and working 
condit~ons/wages/taxes/environmental laws in 
other countries. The International Monetary Fund, 
and Structural Adjustment Programs, the NAFTA, 
GATT, budget cuts 8r trashing of social programs, 
the downloading of funding decisions onto 
provinces, block funding and poor-bashing are all 
part of the same corporate plan. 

Diana Kalph gave a much-appreciated workshop 
on goal-setting, strategy and tactics. This is crucial 
to facing the apparent might of the global forces. 
She showed how the leap from identifying 
prohlemr to tactics in fightlng back often !cads 
nowhere. Strategy and p!annir?g are essential to 
avoid repeated defeat with no alternatives. Goals 
have to be simple, whnable, unifLing and realistic. 
'There was much discussion of internal matters, a 

healthy exchange, and the election of the executive 
for another year. 

Beheen the beginning and the end was a night 
of Just Eesscrts. ELP began in 13005 with a dozen 
mendm groiips, folkwing the inassi\.c increase in 
rjovcrtv and rjoor families since Bcnnctt's 

evil 

in haiti 
before aristide 
the catholic priest 
ofthe poor 
became president 

mothers were forced 
by the miliiary 
to have sex 
with their sons 
in order to save 
the boys ' lives 

today 
the first order of politics 
must be 
exorcism 

Bud Osborn 

of thc early 80s. Many people recalled 
i x a n o ~ c s  of events aiid peoplc over the ensuring 
10 years, with many anecdotes involving Jean 
Swanson and various government people (starting 
the campaign to get rid of Devine), movements 
(Action Canada) and local work (stopping 
cutbacks and getting the Food For Hung~y Kids 
programs in Vancouver schools. As Linda Moreau 
remarked when asked "Why do you do this 
work?" "It's necessary and we're right." 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

A GREAT PIECE 
of ID 

No Hassle I 
, A B.C.  Voter Registration f 
Card is a good ID Card. 

I 

1 To get one mailed 60 you, 
[ phone: 660-6848. I 

All they need to know is 
your name, address, and 
S.I.S. number. 

That's 660 - 6848 
........................... 



GETTING FACTS STRAIGHT 
- i.e. the whole truth. 

Let's call him Mr. X. 
Let's have Mr. X hand out a paper at a public 

meeting, sponsored by End Legislated Poverty 
(ELP) at Camegie, on the effects of Bill C-76. 
Mr. X's paper will have nothing to do with this 
Bill. It will be hate literature directed at ELP, its 
dedicated workers, many volunteers and its 
founder, Jean Swanson. 
The contents of Mr. X's paper deride staff at 

ELP for having the gall to earn (yes, e m )  $1 6 an 
hour, for using money budgeted for travel for 
travel, for holding an approved training workshop 
at a camp, for using knowledge and experience to 
do popular education on the corporate agenda. 
Mr. X burns ELP for not having thousands of poor 
people out marching and destroying "The State" in 
their righteous wrath (sorry, in his righteous 
wrath). He purposely ignores every lobby, 
campaign and action that ELP has instigated or 
participated in since its inception in 1985. 

Mr. X's indignation (he's unemplloyed, and 
resentfbl of those who have paid work) has spread 
to making personal attacks on Jean Swanson, who 
met the steep increase in poverty with the ELP 

coalition in 1985. His attempt to pomay her as an 
NDP hack is laughable - and disgusting. Jean has 
worked on poverty issues since she started with 
DERA in 1974, and she is one of the reasons why 
the Camegie Centre exists today. Many people in 
the Downtown Eastside know Jean's dedication 
and persistence, and she received the Carnegie 
Citizen of the Year Award in 1990. The ELP 
newspaper, The 14ung Haul, has taken strong 
stands against the corporate agenda, workfare, and 
welfare-bashing no matter from what direction it 
comes, including the NDP. 
Mr. X should realise that personal vindictiveness 

is no foundation on which to build intelligent poli- 
tics. ELP is not the enemy, and the resources of 
ELP are as nothing compared to the resources of 
corporate lobby groups like the Fraser Institute. 
Mr. X would serve the cause of justice better if he 
took on that corporate institution, rather than bash 
the End Legislated Poverty Coalition that has 
fought for ten years to eliminate poverty in 
Canada. 
Thank you, Mr. X, for making so many of us 

realise who our friends and co-walkers are. 

PAULR TAYLOR 

Upda tes . . . 
v.0.I.C.E. is up and working, with a reported TRADEWORKS, located on the 2nd floor at 524 

175 people involved in training and upgrading to Powell Street, is applying to become the site for 
seek employment at GM Place, the Ford Theatre the Vancouver East/Strathcona Neighbourhood 
and Four Comers Community Savings. The course Skills Centre. An ad hoc committee has been 
for those hoping for one of the 12 positions formed to steer the development of this initiative. 
available at Four Comers is 20 weeks long. The committee's mandate is to ensure that 

and organisations in this area have a 
e in how the Skills Centre is developed 
will function once it is up and running. 

Robert Gilson is the director of Tradeworks. 



FACING NORTH 

Ilun Feen ey 

for chris 

behind every successful man 
there's a pain in the ass, 
a woman who kicks butt 

anita stevens 

Janette 

Cardboard scenery 
with only the moving clouds 
to show you are real. 

Wave over wave 
as the ship 
tears through the foam 

Breaks in the clouds 
patches of blue 
quickly covered with the 
likeness of you. 

anita stevens 

across the inlet, as if 
hollybum suddenly grew 
crimson hair 
the sun going down 
somewhere near halfmoon bay 

across the sky, like a rumour 
that slowly spreads 
from the interior 
night rises like a tide 
beyond the lights of the houses 

across the city, sleepers dream 
of trails that get lost in themselves 
that life, that immensity 
remembered, that proliferation 
shivering in darkness above them 

I think there's got to be some way to get 
parents involved. They always talk about it on the 
news. They always wonder how their children are 
dways getting hurt on the street. 

If more parents got involved with Carnegie.. 
maybe even walking down the street with signs ... 
make the Police be aware of what's going on. 

The kids are hanging around with the wrong 
people. We all say we love our children. and we 
can get the people off the streets who cause a lot 
of trouble. 

DONNA 



For AL BERNIE AND HIS MOTHER 

1 visited Bernie and his Mother 
in the Old Folks Home today 
Bernie still loves his mother 
He thinks the world of her 
Bernie was sitting at the table 
With his old friend Harvey 
Bernie says to his Mother 
"Remember Harvey -- 
We had lunch together for 30 years" 
It is obvious that the mother knows Harvey 
but she is sitting in her wheelchair 
in front of the T.V. 
with a blank stare 
She is in her 90s and cannot speak 
We say that she is like a vegetable 
Bernie is so proud of her 
He says with pride 
"Look how she has gained weight" 
Bernie loves his Mother 
Maybe he was a Mamma's boy 
Lived with his mother until 
she went into the Old Folks Home 
He was never married 
or had a girlfriend 
His Mother was always 
the best woman in his life 
He rustles her hair 
She does not respond 
But I do believe 
That deep down somewhere 
She knows her best boy 
is at her side 
She has company 
He visits often, maybe every day 
She is not all alone 
She has not been abandoned 
like so many other old people 
that you hear about 
Bernie is happy his mother is still alive 
Even if she does not know who he is 
Bernie will be heartbroken 
when his mother is gone 

Those elegant West Coast native Indian images are more 
than stylized symbols of animals. Each character has its 
own traits and history. And some people who wear these 
images believe - or, at least, hope- the traits will be 
imparted to them. 

Raven: To northwest coastal peoples, the raven is the most 
important creature. Raven, who has a long, straight beak, 
created the world and symbolizes prestige and knowledge. 

Thunderbird: Thunderbird, living high in the mountains, 
was the most powerful of all spirits. When the thunderbird 
flaps his wings, thunder crashes and lightning 
flashes from his eyes. Thunderbird resembles 
the eagle except for plummage on his head. 

Eagle: Eagle is a symbol of power. It is 
next in line to the thunderbird. Eagle 
down is a symbol of peace and 
friendship.The eagle's beak is short 
and hooked 

Killer whale (right): The 
killer whale is the lord of 
the ocean. His warriors 
are dolphins; sea lions 
are his messengers. 
It's believed that when 

acquire t6 become a good hunter. The wolf 
also represents family and togetherness. 

Bear: The bear is the great hunter known for 
strength, power and human-like qualities. Many 
coastal peoples welcome it as a high-ranking guest. 

Hummingbird: When the hummingbird appears during a 
time of pain and sorrow, healing will soon follow. 

Frog: Frog is the voice of the people and symbolizes 
innocence, stability and communication. 

Salmon: The giver of life, the salmon is usually carved in 
pairs for good luck. 

Moon: Moon is the protector and guardian of the Earth, 
and a mood dictator. 

Sun: It's believed the raven threw the sun into the sky. The 
sun's rays bring healing energy, life and beauty. 

Pearl 



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, 10a.m. - 6p.m. 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9a.m. - 8p.m. every day 
YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6p.m.92a.m. 
ACTIVITIES (except Mondays, 6p.m.-midnight) 
SOCIETY 

1995 DONATIONS : 
Paula R.-$20 
Cec i l e  C . - $ 1 2  
Wm B.-$20 
L i l l i a n  H.-$40 
Sonya S.-$200 
Etienne S. -$I5  
A. Withers -$20 
Rositch -$16 
Ke t t l e  F. S. -$ I6  
Hazel M.-$8 
Joy T. -$20 
Bea F.-$30 

FREE dondone etcwplwd, 

Diane M.-$25 
Libby D.  -$25 
Nancy 11. 16 m wr r v-- wa ~npwmi,~r  

Lisa  E.-$8 
Lorne T.-$50 
Me1 L.-$12 

THE NEWSLEllER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

Sara  D.-$16 
Arllcles represenl the vlews of lndlvldual 

Colleen E. -$ I6  contrlbulors and no1 of the Assoclallon. 
Bruce 5.-$30 
Anonymous -$60.75 
B i l l  s . -$2 Submission Deadline 

for the next issue: 
12 July 

Tuesday 

NEED HELP? 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 
can help you with: 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 

Come in 

any welfare problem 
information on legal rights 
disputes with landlords 
unsafe living conditions 
income tax 
UIC problems 
finding housing 
opening a bank account 

to the Dera office at 9 East Hastings St. 
or phone us at 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 21 YEARS. 



Dear Sir: 
At approximately 8: loam on Sunday, May 29, I 

was sitting at my window having coffee when I 
heard a large truck conming down our back lane 
between Dunlevy & Jackson, Hastings & Cordova 
I quickly closed the window when I saw it was a 
garbage truck as the smell is awful. After it passed 
I opemed the window again but the smell was still 
too strong. I looked down and saw a trail of fluid g and at the end of the lane, at Jackson, the driver 
was pressing his load. This fluid was starting to 

- flow back down the lane. 

E 
I called the Laidlaw Dispatcher, as it was a 

IN Laidlaw truck. He said he would send someone to 
check on the lane to see I the problem was severe 
enough to require flusahing. He also said I should 
call the next day to speamkk to a supervisor. 

At 8: 17 1 called James Fitzgerald at Lane 
Maintenance at City Hall. He said he'd check on 
it. Almost an hour and a half later no one had 
come to check the lane and the fluid, which had 
flowed back almost to the Patricia Hotel parking 
lot, was beginning to dry. 

I called Fitzgerald back and it became clear that 
if 1 allowed this fluid to dryu in the heat of the 
sun, I'd have no more proof. So, with my 
neighbour observing, I went out and saturated a 
rag with the fluid until I could figure out what to 
do wih it. I noticed as I picked up this fluid I got 
hot fflashes and my hands began to shake. I got 
the rag into a jar and sealed it. The next day I froze 
the contents in another sealed jar. b 

The following Tuesday I phoned David Lee, a 
supervisor at Laidlaw. After checking on what I 
told him, this is what he I was told: "The trucks 
that Laidlaw has that are older aren't airtight, but 
all trucks from 1994 onwards are. The majority of 

Laidlaw's trucks are new. The problem is two-fold 
1) Bins are left open; 
2) Businesses are not supposed to put wet 

garbage in ." 
Lee stated, "These trucks down here only pick up 

garbage from the apartments down here." I asked, 
"How do we know what kinds of chemicals are 
mixed with this garbage?" He said, "We don't." 

One thing we agreed on is that once this 
substance dries it becomes invisible toxic dust. 
When I informed him that I'd saved some of this 
substance and asked if he wanted to test it, to find 
out what was in it, I was told, "No, thank you. We 
would have to be looking for a specific thing. We 
can't just test for anything.. we have to know what 
we are testing for." 

I asked Mr. Lee if garbage companies were 
allowed to press down their loads and leech toxic 
fluid back into communities in this manner. He 
said yes, they are allowed to do this. I replied that 
this is where we have to agree to disagree. I don't 
believe companies are entitled to poison people by 
creating toxic dust when they do their job. 

I am giving a sample of this rag to a number of 
people in the hope that someone can investigate 
and define what was leached onto the back lane. 

Sincerely, 
Bharb Gudrnundson 



Can You Believe This? 
Chase Manhattan Bank Calls For 

Political Repression 

On January 1 3, 1 995, three weeks after the 
Mexican peso collapsed, the Chase Manhattan 
Bank's Emerging Markets Group sent a four-page 
report on Mexico to a group of its top clients. 

In the interest of "stability" or "investor 
confidence", the report advocates army terror. 
"While Chiapas ... does not pose a fundamental 
threat to Mexican political stability, it is perceived 
to be so by many in the investment community. 
The government will need to eliminate the 
Zapastistas to demonstrate their effective control 
of the national territory," the report says. 

In the interest of "investor confidence" the report 
advocates the manipulation of elections. "The 

Zedillo administration (Mexican government) will 
need to consider carefully whether or not to allow 
opposition victories if fairly won at the ballot 
box," the report says. 

The report acknowledges that the economic crisis 
in Mexico "severely undercuts the capacity of the 
average Mexican worker to purchase the bare 
necessities of life," but what troubles the bank is 
that the Mexican government, in the face of mass 
demonstrations, might yield to worker demands 
for a higher standard of living. 
The entire frame of reference of the report 

acknowledges that conditions that would be 
favourable to First World bankers invariably mean 
ruin for Third World populations. 

fiom "The Demands of Capital" by A.Cockburn 
& K. Silverstein - Harper b Magaziute, May  1995. 

REFLECTIONS 

Apage found in the 
burned-out National Library 

in Sarajevo. 

Sometimes I find myself deeply searching, 
In the mirrors of my mind; 
Yet not knowing what I am hying to find. 

Sometimes I find myself slowly walking 
Along some deserted beach or park; 
Feeling at home within the silence and the dark. 

Sometimes I find myself patiently sitting, 
For hours that never seem that long; 
Wondering where, if anyplace, is there where I belong. 

Sometimes 1 find myself inward feeling, 
Pity, sony I was ever born me; 
Instead of someone else, content and happy. 

Sometimes I find myself softly crying, 
For reasons I do not know; 
And wishing for rain so the tears do not show. 

Sometimes I find myself desperately praying 
To God, not sure of what to say; 
Just hoping for inner strength to survive another day. 

Phil W. 



TENANT RIGHTS ACTION COALITION 
Annual General Meeting 

In the words of Mike Walker, coordinator of 
TRAC, "There have been significant changes in 
our relationship with the government of BC. We 
have a Minister of Housing who we've developed a 
positive working relationship with. Please welcome 
Joan Smallwood." 

Ms, Smallwood spoke on the future of housing in 
BC, and referred to the changes brought into effect 
with Bill 50. This is the legislation which gives 
tenants rights to repairs, to having the only key if 
landlords unlawfully enter a suite or are shown to 
be harassing a tenant. the right to take landlords to 
arbitration to settle disputes - basically the right 
not be threatened with rent hikes or blackmailed 
with unwarranted eviction 

During the questions following her opening 
remarks, Joan was clear: "I have a deep belief in 
democracy. It's incredible that we are at the table 
when issues are decided upon, and I think the 
future of housing in BC depends on us staying 'at 
the table'." 

Joan was praised by one of the 40+ 
representatives present for her support of the 
WISHS (Women In Search of Housing Society) 
project.. She was questioned about Woodward's 
and stated that she can't manufacture more unit 
allocations, and that with 'intensc creativity' her 
Ministry had been able to turn the 600 units in her 
budget into about 1000. That was taken as a fair 
answer; the gov't can't 'lake over" Woodward's. 

Tony, representing the West Kits Veterans' 
Association, broke up the meeting when he praised 
Gordon Campbell as "the best Mayor real estate 
money could buy." Campbell has already stated, 
for the record, that Joan Smallwood's Bill 50 

would be the first piccc of NDP legislation he'd 
repeal if he forms a government. 

Joan responded to this with a request that the 
people of BC remember that the NDP and BC have 
the only remaining housing programs in Canada. If 
Campbell plans to change that, he should make it 
his campaign cry and watch what happens. 

It was the best-attended TRAC annual general 
meeting in years, with people from all over the 
province and the Lower Mainland prcsent. TRAC 
staff reported on their work, especially in the areas 
of legislation, arbitrator selection, secondary suites 
and organising, workshops and training in tenant 
law. The coming year is going to be exciting. 

A By PAULR TAYLOR 

Hello Miss Ann Drenan. 

1 have lived in the Downtown Eastside for 6 
years and have seen a lot of changes enforced by 
your Department in this community. 

First I want to thank you for all that you've done; 
the increase during welfare week has been helpful. 
1 know that it's a big task. When you do sweeps, 
out comes a new group who are, most times, 
younger than the ones taken off earlier in the day. 

The one area I'd like to see more police is in 
front of the cheque cashing place, behind the bus 
stop at Main & Hastings. I have tried to use that 
side of the street on issue-day and I always get 
badgered. One goof last month spat at me for no 
reason, t hen everyone started laughing at me. I 



* Chuck Brook, the PR rep for Fama Holdings 
regarding Woodward's, surprised even city staff at 
the development board's preliminary hearing. 
These city staff, acting on orders, no doubt, from 
the senior reps who are drooling at all the 
development being rammed through, had relaxed 
scvcral standards and requirements to get approval 
-in prrnciple' for Fama (meaning Kassem Aghtai 
and Jon Ellis and various others). Chucky-baby 
proceeded to pout and snivel over how restricted he 
stdl was, how so many rules and codes and 
regulations were just too much. As he broached 
one difficulty after another, and these city staff 
raised thew eyebrows and squirmed at his 
obtuseness, the rest of the sensible people in the 
room watched with growing amazement. One staff 

cc. v 
can tell you this much - if it wasn't tor this 
wheelchair I'd have decked them all ... yes I know 
that isn't the answer. 

You might say I don't like to be treated like shit. 
Tlley don't live here and I do, so I don't have to 
put up with it. Please look into this area. 
The other point is these 24-hour stores. 1 believe 

they are here for the drug users and people are 
being paid to look the other way when a drug deal 
goes down. These stores are putting out other 
small businesses that were here before, stores run 
by honest people who won't break the laws and 
look the other way. 
Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Margaret Prevost 

finally asked Brook to "make a Ilst" so they 
wouldn't have to get bent out of shape over 
everything Chuck was whining about right then. 
* It seems that much of the press on this 

Woodward's thing is like what passed for 
"objectrve reporting" during the great TAX 
REVOLT a few years ago. Remember when 
Harcourt decided to tax wealthy property owners a 
hundred bucks or so more and they freaked'! 
Headlines screamed of a revolution or something, 
while maybe 2000 people got their noses out of 
joint. They had a meeting where one of the main 
speakers was a psycho named Richard Sutton, 
known for harassing single women and seniors. 
Michael Walker, from the Fraser Institute, was 
there acting llke a cheerleader. The connection: 
Woodward's is being reported as a done deal, and 
the Gastown crowd are ranting about the Dugout, 
the Lookout, and hkely soon the Portland and the 
Detox. 
* Michael McCoy - again. Seems that 

"undesirable" is just stuck in his craw. On the 
ground floor of his condo building is a new I 

1 
business called Powell Lane. It's a ~onveniencc 1 
store. For some reason the people runnlng it have 
aroused the good taste of McCoy and a few of h ~ s  
neighbours. McCoy has sent the young famlly 
running the store about an inch of letters whose 
baslc message IS the same: "WE don't want you 
here - Get Out!'' The letters are a major part of 
McCoy's life; business slander (calling the couple 
running ~t drug dealers) reduced their revenue by 
213rds. So much for balance, eh Mlkey? 
* Jeff Sommers told the truth about who is 

connected to who in the last Newsletter and the shlt 
hit the fan. A complete story next issue. 

* The best news for awhile is Speaking in Chalk 
on the following page. This is an incredible boost 
to the nelghbourhood. It's difficult to describe in 
words and stdl do it justice. It's a visual hands-on 
experience - you have too see it, be a part of it, to 
believe it! Beginning in the first week of July, the 
sidewalk outside Carnegie will be a world! 
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"401 MAIN STREET 
Come join us on the sldewaiks of Carnegie 
In a celebration of the Downtown East Slde. 
Spread some colour In the heart of the clty. Draw 
big. Speak your mind. Share your experience of 

Theorganism of this event would like to thank: our neighbourhood with sidewalk chalk drawings, 

an OF VANCOUVER SOCIAL PLANNING DEPZ stories & poetry. 
CITY OF VANCOUVER BOARD OF PARKS AND 
RECREATION CARNEGIE CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

STMTHCONA COMMUNITY CENTRE DEYAS FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 665- 2 2 20 

A DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE COMMUNITY EXPRESSION PROJECT 



Cele d te Ten Years of Community 
Open House of the Strathcona and Cottonwood Gardens 

Sunday, F l y  9, 1995, from 10:OO to 2:00 
/ 

Invitacibn abierta anual a los jardines de Strathcona y Cottonwood 
el doming0 9 de julio de 10 a 14 horas 

Garden Tours - Plant Sale - Workshops - Gardening Advice 
Come find out about Honey Bees -Herbs - Fruit and Nut Ttves - Land Regeneration 

The Strathcona Gardens are located at Hawks Avenue and Prior Street 
The Cottonwood Gardens are located on Malkin Avenue between Hawks and Raymr 


