
N E W S L E T T E R  SEPTEMBER 15,1995. 
_Z 

I 401 Main Street. Vancouver. V6A 2T7 (604) 



Literacy Day was a real success, thanks to the 
cooperative efforts of the community. It started 
with the simple idea that we should take advantage 
of Literacy Day on September 8th to reinforce our 
commitment to literacy programming in the 
Downtown Eastside.. but the event took on a life 
of its own. People contributed generously with 
ideas, time, effort and books and the results were 
tremendous. 

Sandy and Ed recruited volunteers, Sharon and 
Wendy organised the food with the help of kitchen 
staff, Sharon and Margaret arranged the music, 
Alicia coordinated decorating the theatre for Tom 
Lewis's memorial and donated the flowers 
afterwards, Margaret and Eleanor invited authors 
to read, Rika and Steve coordinated the 

campargn - to break through the functioning 
isolation of the hctionally illiterate. 
Advertising was an experience in itself, with 

praise for the non-wordy poster and Literacy Day 
described in pictures. 
Leigh started the day at Oppenheimer with a 

table and basic info, as well as books. 
The children's event was held in one comer of 

the theatre. Some mothers came and the kids each 
got a beautiful book, thanks to a generous 
donation by WH Smith Books. 

The videos were an example of doing too much. 
The Cmegie-produced video is a non-starter, and 
there was much going on elsewhere. 



The readings went well, with Sheila Baxter The volunteers in the Learning Centre are 3. 

starting after inms by Barb Gray as MC. Larry decreasing in numbers, there are sometimes up to 
Loyie followed and others contributed. Free chili 10 or 1 I students in a tutor's group, structured 
and bread and coffee, for about 100, was served. classes have become the norm, credit courses are 
At Oppenheimer, set up with a stage and music standard and the Vancouver School Board now 
and singing and more free chili, bread & coffee, advertises the Carnegie Adult Learning Centre as 
for about 200 finished the day. one of& four adult learning centres, encouraging 
We can't thank enough the many volunteers who people from anywhere in the city to come here if 

aren't mentioned here. This kind of community they can't get courses they want in their nearest 
effort showed us all that Literacy work is the core community centre. 
of our educational facility. The success of this year What this seems to have done is off local 

will be a big help in planning for next year. people fiom using the Learning Centre. Literacy 
Day showed overwhelming that many people want 
to read and interact, but a response to one tutor 
sounds pervasive - "I don't want to go in there.. I 
feel stupid. Everything is a class." It seems that 
one-to-one tutoring has fallen by the wayside. 
Jeff, as the chairperson, has been in contact with 

the regional head of the school baard, has written 
to the Ministry of Education and mwtings are set 
up with the administration of the VSB. 

w e  appear to be on a collision course, but the 
Learning Centre will not be a football between 

Education in Carnegie 

It's rare to report on the workings of one 
committee, but the Education Committee is 
wrestling with a huge problem in Carnegie. 



Lotsa talk about how you'd sleep anywhere 
and yr cheap women 
well, I resemble those remarks 
or I did some time ago 
Some days I walked by you 
as you got older and crazier (as we all do) 
and wondered who on earth I'd slept with 
but cuzza th liquor I never got close enuf 2 know 
just couldn't hang in 4 too long 
with yr bleary blue eyes beery mouthed blues 
I been down in th dumps (and th dumpsters) 
and shit outta luck 4 so long 
that down and out wasn't a life 
I could glorify or live any more 
We were one of those who-woulda-thought-it 
collisions juxtapositions 
between a dyed-in-th-wool feminist 
and a streetsmart wolf (forget th sheep's 
clothing!) 
and we both wrote love songs 
You always treated me like a lady 
a charmer a sweet-talker 
a real ol'fashioned guy 
You had wrong-side-of-th-tracks class 
no 2 ways about it 
even in a hurricane you'da had style 
Last nite I kissed yr picture and lit yr candles 
and said goodbye with tears in my eyes I 
Keep on singin making love with yr music 

I 

and I'll see you again on th other side. I 

- D.W. 1 



TOM LEWIS 

He's here, he's there, he's east, he's west 
Where will he next appear? 

He's in the bins to make his din, his breakfast 
and his beer. 

From whence he came to where his fame - 
wherever he may be.. . 

He may be a binner, he may be a sinner, 
but he's Flat Tire Lewis to me. 

Carl M. 

ODE TO A B1NNFR 

They seek him here, they seek him there 
Playing n~usic is his game, 
They seek him north, they seek him south 
Dtving dumpsters is his fame. 
"Where has he gone 

This man so fond of life?" 
so sadly wc all cr) .  

Goodbye guy 
enjoy the pie 

somewhere up in the sky. 

Remembering the many faces come & gone 
Especially the oneSwho sang the truest song 

Remembering the many souls 
who've made the Eastside community 

Especially the ones who strengthened the heart 
of Carnegie 

Remembering the many lives lived 
on this dreaded corner 

Especially the life of Tom Lewis 
whose remembrance couldn't be warmer. 

(In loving memory ofone of the many Carnegie 
souls who have passed rhvough our hearts, ) 

Country Legend 

I'll tell you a story, about a man that I once knew 
It has to be a country song, 'cause nothing else would do 
He lived his for singin'; he sang his life awav 
I only wish I could sing this song with him hght here today. 
CHORUS 
He is a Country Legend, riding on the wind 
Nothing could ever hold him, even if you wanted to. 
He's a ghost rider in the sky, gone forever fiom me and you. 

He had a way of livin', that was true to a spirit free 
Diggin' in a Smithrite or writing poetry 
His voice was soft and humble, his fingers hard and tried 
He never stopped a-playin', 'ti1 the moment when he died. 
CHORUS 

Legends are stories, told in the middle of the night 
Either with a campfire burnin' or under the soft moonlight 
Spirits of the mountains, the highways and the plains 
Know only how this legend died and his love that still remains. 
CHORUS 

Trashhopper 
Steve Rose 
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Another casualty in the war zone 
East Side, becomes the latest statistic T'm Lewis, a fixture on the Downtown 

BY KERRY GOLD 
staff writer 

o days after talking to 
the Courier about life as a 
Downtown East Side resi- T 

dent, Tom Lewis was at the New 
Dodson Hotel pub with best friend 
Carl MacDonald. 

That Friday night, like a lot of 
nights, he drank a lot. Lewis re- 
turned to his small room at the 
hole-in-the-wall Park Hotel on 
Pender. 

Saturday was Lewis's birthday. 
Friends gathered at Rosie's on 
Robson to celebrate, but the guest 
of honour was a no-show. Mac- 
Donald piled birthday gtfts outside 
Lewis's door, but the next day they 
were untouched. 

It wasn't until Monday that he 
was found by police, slumped over 
his guitar, sitting at the edge of his 
bed, cause of death unknown. 
Sometime between Friday night 
and Saturday morning, friends 
learned, Lewis had died. Had he 
made it to his birthday, he'd have 
turned 59. 

It's a young age to die, according 
to Statistics Canada figures. But in 
the Downtown East Side, 'You die young," 
MacDonald says. 

Friends are gathered around a table in 
the non-smoking section of the Carnegie 
Centre cafeteria. They're a fraction of the 
large circle of people who'd come to know 
Lewis since he turned up in the area. 

Lewis befriended punks, hookers, drug 
addicts, Camegie staff, the homeless, and 
hotel residents like himself. Although he 
lived "down here," he had some disdain for 
the area, friends say. 

Harbouring a congenital case of pride, 
he'd sooner sleep under the Cambie Street 
Bridge or in an abandoned warehouse than 
a hotel room. And he often did. 

"I knew all along he was dead," Mac- .. . - 

come to the natural conclusion they're: 

Fears are bolste~d by reality. ~ a c ~ o n a l d j  
found another close friend who'd beet 

12, 
dead for five days in a Balmoral Hotel* 
room. His own girlfriend died while sleep 
ing beside him in 1977. The= are many oth- 
ers, he says. 

JI YU. 

"To me, it's like you're in a war type of 2 :,:,,, , thing - Vietnam or something - and you ,I"%-":%? ;1W 
get used to it. But still, when it hits you, it's 2 
hard. And this is very hard for me to accept. i 
Very hard. 

%4 "The only reason I can deal with this is -,,,. . *" v + 

that the other people are here. It helps me. I 
got my faith in thegood Lord, too." - days before he ap~eared on t h e  

Downtown outreach worker Jeff Som- 
mers has attended more than two dozen dled in his Down town East Side 
memorials in the last two years. 

"You reach a point where you just can't him as a good 01' boy 
go to them. You can't face any more people 
dying," Sommers says. 

Health care may be universal, but it 
doesn't prevent an unusually high mortali- 
ty rate in the area. It has the highest number 
of tuberculosis cases in North America, ac- 
cording to Sommers. Emphysema is com- 
mon. A minor cut can turn into gangrrne. 
People die of strokes or heart attacks, alone 
in their rooms. 

There are more premature deaths in the 
area than anywhere else in Vancouver, ac- 
cording to a study provided by the Down- 
town East Side Residents Association 
(DEW. 

"It doesn't matter if you have socialized 
medicine or not, people's income correlates 
with their life expectancy and health sta- 

Downtown East Side residents only go to 
the doctor when they're up to it. 

ing those statistics, not studying them. 
When asked to describe their friend, they 

chuckle at anecdotes of a drunken Lewis 

Donald says. "You get t h s  teeling. We had The Vancouver Courler tus," Sommers says. "The lower income, 
another fiiend of ours, Peter - same thing. enerally the worse off their health com- 

ared to people with more money" 
Joan Morelli says unlike average people, 

ing him out in a body bag." 
Rumours of death abound in the area 

with Canada's poorest postal code zone. "When you live down-here, there are so 
When people disappear for a couple of many stressful things happening around 
days in the Downtown East Side, others one, that one tends to put oneself, last," 

Morelli says. Lewis and his friends liv- 
dead, the group explains. 

"If I take off for awhile, everyone's like 
Where's Carl?' 'Oh, he's dead.' This is th 
way it happens. Just 'cause I wasn riding a girl's fivespeed bicycle into a tm, 
around." or a guy who could dumpster-dive like no- 

body else. He earned nicknames: Flat-tire 

Bridge rather than sleep in a room. But for 
the last five months, perhaps because of the 

~e-, No-show Lewis and Good Address 
Tom, because he always found choice spots 

"- as+>. - " \" %.& to sleep. 
&A+, : -- . "Remember the winter he spent in a 

warehouse?" Len Roncy chimes in. "That 
was a riot." 

He'd curl up in an wented rnini-ware- 
house or a tent under the Cambie Street 

, pneumonia and emdhyse&a plaguing him, 
he'd slept on a bed at the Park. 

hont p.ge of the Tom "~is ' l ifest~le raised eyebrows some- 
times, but I never met anybody who 

hotel I - O O ~ .  His friends remember didn't like him. He was a G o d  dl' boy, 
,.. ~ ~ b m  W u e s  photo he'd be the first to tell you," says Joanne 

Hamen. 
All that's known of Lewis's past is that he 

YOGA & 
MEDITATION 

Learn yoga for health, 
the ancientlmodern 
science of intuition - 
Tantric spiritual practice. 
The class is on Saturday 
mornings in the Association 
Office, from loam to 11:30. 
It's free and all are welcome. 

grew up on a farm in Ontario, he 
and his wife came to Vancouver in 
the '60s and they had a son. He 
separated from his wife years ago, 
MacDonald says. Nobody knows 
where his family is today 

"He never talked much about 
them. In the '60s, when I was a 
haywire type of person, he was a 
square-jaw type - a family man. 
He never came downtown. He 
didn't know this end of town at 
all." 

MacDonald has lived in the area 
off and on since he was 16, he says. 
He met Lewis in the mid-'80s, con- 
nected bv their fondness for music 

and wednesday-night jam sessions 
at the Carnegie. Together they 
would jam for crowds at the 
Camegie, the nonn+funct Srnilin' 
Buddha and CRAB Park. 

Nobody could say how Lewis 
xfioved from the middle-class exis- 
tence of lunch hours and pay 
cheques to happy hours and Wel- 
fare Wednesdays, but outreach 
worker June Rose says there's a tale 
of tragedy in the pasts of most of 
her clientele. 

"They had thriving jobs and 
families, but something happened 
and they lost it all and ended up 
down here. I see it all the time - in 

about 75 per cent of cases." 
Lewis wasn't a saint. He was a wildcat, 

friends say. They call him a "rounder," 
someone who's done time, who's lived on 
the skids, who's street-wise. He'd dig 
around the bottom of a dumpster and come 
out with $20, MacDonald boasts. 

"The thing about him, he could dive in a 
dumpster. I got a bad back, and I'm sick 
and hung-over half the time, my legs get 
weak, I'm only 45. On Saturday, he was 59 
and that guy could still jump into a dump 
ster. He could get in and out before I'm 
even in. That's the honest truth." 

Once Lewis surfaced from a dumpster 
with an expensive-looking briefcase with an 
identity tag attached. He contacted the 
owner and arranged to give him his brief- 
case at a McDonald's restaurant, hoping 
there would be a meal offered in exchange. 
Thinking Lewis was extorting him for the 
missing contents of the briefcase, the owner 
had a date with police officers arranged for 
Lewis instead. 

Recently, Lewis showed up at MacDon- 
ald's door with a box of ashes, human re- 
mains someone had tossed indifferently 
into a dumpster. He'd brought them to 
MacDonald because he was "a religious 
man, and would know what to do." 

The two men took the ashes to the water, 
held a brief service and put them out to sea. 

Friends will pay Lewis the same respect 
630 p.m. Wednesday, at Camegie Centre. 



(Eclitor :s note: 'I'his is past the.  Jn earl?, Ju(s rhe 
, f~llowing infi,rn~ation ~vc7.r Imn~led info the 
New.sletler.fi,r /)zihlicotion. It wa.s seen crs 
heginning c~fier Az~gz~sl 1st and It$, jhr inclz~rion 
in tlic p n p r  of'thtrj dote. J f  was /hen mi,s.sed cmd 
no! rrt?letnhered untrl I-khcrrcl H@~lo, the 
, fircililntor, c~sked w / 7 y  it herd nor been included in 
either of'the AZISZI.SI i.r.sz~e.s.) 

Workshop On First Nations' Family Roles and 
How HIVIAIDS Affects The Support Systems 

"We nil1 be liold~ng Sliar~ng C~rclcs wth Elders. 
cducatlonal presentations b! educators and 
~nfonnat~on from some of the organ~zat~ons that 
help Fmt Nat~ons people " 
Fmt We& (Aug 7) Elders sharmg T h ~ s  ndl  also 

~ncludc T\co-Spmted and 
Transgcndcred persons- 

Second -- Wcch (Azq 14) Bcglnnrng of ser~cs on 

HIVIAIDS with 
heterosexual input. 

Third Week ( A t g . 2 1 )  Issues of gay - Two-Spirited 
people, their lifestyles, 
homophobia, HIVIAIDS 

Fourth Week (Aug. 28) Transgendercd people, 
how they see themselves, 

relation to their faniilies, HIVIAIDS 
Fifth Week (Sept. 4) This last week we'll share 

as much as we can; how we 
can be supportive, how the discussions over thc 
past 5 weeks have brought us together. 

"Thc goal of the Workshop is to learn about our 
h~storical family systems, how we were supportivh 
to one another and where we are today. We hope 
that people will voice their prejudices and biases,# 
thereby coming to an understanding of how it 
affects all people." 

By-ear reports, the workshop was a succcss. 
There will be a written report from Richard 
Buffalo in a future issue. 

C;recttngs fellow B~nncrs & Blnnerettes It seems 
I'vc forgotten some ncns fro111 Un~tcd We Can 
Tlicj had a contest to name the ncnest member of 
the team D 'I' or "Depot Tom" \\as named b) 
Mlhc Longnian 1 had p~ched the name "K~ttj 
Carl! lc" b~it ~t nasn't drat\ 11 
Tom LC\\ is's iiicnior~al +\ as sonicth~ng 1' rl a h  a j  s 

remcnibcr A lot o' fr~cnds and staffshoncd up - 
around 80 people It \\as good to see Earle Peach, 
Stevc Rosc. Lcn and all thc other faces that once 
graced us I\ 1t1i thclr just bclng around 

Stevc and Rosctta Stone sang a song that Ste\c 
\+rote about Toni CBC Rad~o broadcast about a 
20-m~nute ston on Tom 

A lot of pcoplc got up In front of the nilke and 
told of the d~ffcrcnt \\a! s Toni affected our lives 

&t;.d We Can has 2 nlnncrs from the G~ant 

Blc) clc Conipan! Scc them for details Wouldn't 
it be filnn ~f one of them nas  Tom')l 

I have been asked to remind you about tt,.: 
Volunteer Mectuig at Un~tcd We Can. at 52 
E Cordova, on Sept 24 at 1 p ni Volunteers are 
also needed at UWC - ~f you have an! ~deas scc 
Honard Also. sonict~riic ul October there ulll bc a 
flea niarkct Ken L>ot~er. fearless leader of IJWC, 
1s out ultli a serious neck ~njun. Get uell soon1 
Please remenibcr that j ou should aluaj  s ,+car 

gloves w hen b~nii~ng as therc arc needles and othcr 
hazards Be carcfiil and t n  to be neat Thank !ou 
and b\ c for now 

Mr. McBinncr 

P.S.: I'd like to that Kcrrj. Gold from The Courlcr 
Ncns for her kmd \\rite up on Tom Le\\ls and 
friends. 



7 
1 9 Bharb Gudmunson and Margarct Prevost are 

working together on a subjcct known to all of us - 
garbage. Specifically garbage in alleys and lanes 
and on sidewalks. but mostly the way it is dcalt 
with by the companics being paid to dcal \vith it. 

Bharb has been adamant in not permitting arcas 
around her housing to become depositorics for 
snlelly waste or toxic effluent from pick-up trucks. 

Margaret has been kecping vigilance on a number 
of lanes around Carnegic, even wheeling about one 
day tn.ing to find garbage for a TV crew. 
(Somcone had tipped the City and they ended up in 
Gastown before they found a mess.) 

The two women met with a Mr. Rudberg. Gcncral 
Manager of Engineering Services, and discussed at 
length the conditions of alleys, lanes and sidewalks 
in the neighbourhood. He responded in part to 
thank Bharb and Margaret. and to put in writing a 
pfoposal discussed: 

"One potential solution n c  discussed was the 
assignment of total responsibility for the collection 
of garbage containers, to one company. This mould 
be done under contract for a fee.. [not a monopoly, 
but entire lanes would be serviced by one 
company 1 This ~vould result in one container 

collection service, which would be rcsponsiblc for 9. 
the complcte clean-up of the lane, including 
* provision of thc nccessaq number of 

containers; 
* scheduling as many pick-ups as rcquircd; 
* responsibility for the cleanup of any spilled or 

abandoned garbage; 
* cleanup and rcplacenient of containers. as 

neccssary; and 
* appropriate flushing. 

In this way, there would bc no finger-pointing on 
who is responsible. One company would be 
responsible and they \sould be rctaincd based on 
their performa~ice in keeping the lane clean." 

Also mentioned in Rudberg's lcttcr mas the need 
for each block to maintain its sidewalks - the 
businesses/residences are each responsible for thc 
sidewalks outside their doors. This has been 
difficult for some timc as storefronts are empty in 
lnany strects. 

Bharb and Margaret have madc significant 
progress in getting concerns addressed. There will 
undoubtedlv be more to report in the near future as 
Rudberg seenis to have sufficient clout to get 
things moving.. . not just cmyty \vords. 

're seeing each morning 
Then you should be ; 

seeing us 
We understand how easy it is to become 
uncomfortable when faced with aggressive 
or demanding people. Fortunately, there is 
a solution. You can learn what to do, what 
to say. You can prevent these situations 
from getting out of hand right at the 
beginning. Its been proven that when you 
know how to be assertive, you gain 
respect, you avoid being misunderstood 
and above all, you won't be at a loss for 
words! 

Programs offered: 
assertiveness training business communication 
presentation skills sales training voice clinic 



The Fight For The Carnegie Community Centre 
Part 20 

The Fight I s  Not Quite Over 

By the middle of 1979, the citizens on the 
Carnegie Planning Advisory Committee could 
sense that the long fight for the Caniegie 
Conmlunity Centre was almost over. 

Reports of the Social Planning Department to the 
City Manager (June 12th and July 17th, 1979) 
stated that this Committee agreed that the Centrc 
should remain under the jurisdiction of the Director 
of Social Planning for an interim period of two 
years, at which time there would be a review of thc 
situation. 
These reports recommended that City Council 

establish an Advisory Committee to advise the 
Director of the Cariiegic Centre. It would have 
represcntativcs from each of DERA, Strathcona. 
and the local First Nations, Japanese and Chinese 
communities. Representatives would be chosen by 
their respective organisations. 

Staff representatives from the Parks Board, 
Vancouver Conimunity College. Vancouver School 
Board aid the Carnegie Director would meet with 
the Advisory Committee regularly. 

Unfortunately, City Coimcil chose not to follow 
the advice of the Camegie Planning Advisory 
Conunittee, which had been working hard on the 
Carnegie renovations since September, 1976. 

At the City Council meeting of September 1 1, 
1 979, Council proposed to chop $50,000 from the 
projected $335,000 annual Camegie budgct, 
reduce the hours of operation from 84 to 48, scrap 
the Carnegie Planning Advisory Committee, and 
appoint a new Advisory Committee rather than 

allow local groups to choose their own delegates . 
Speaking against the motions to cut the budgct 

and the hours of Carnegie: and to appoint the new 
Advisory Committee, were Libby Davies of 
DERA, Winnie Agg of SPOTA. Fred Soon of the 
Carnegie Planning Advisory Committee, and 
Maurice Egan, Director of the Social Planning 
Department. 
Egan made an impassioned plea to Council to 

avoid the shorter hours. He pointed out that cutting 
the Caniegie hours would reduce the outreach 
programs for handicapped people, recreational 
outings, and educational programs for those who 
didn't have the social and cultural options of those 
who lived in wealthier parts the city. "The financial 
saving resulting from reduced operating hours 
carries with it incalculable human and social 
costs," Egan said. 

After Council voted for the motions to rcduce the 
hours of operation and appoint a new Advisory 
Committee, the media respondcd in an estl emely 
critical \Yay. For example, Linda tlossie, in a 
Vancmvcr Szin article (Sept. 14/79) said that 
cutting Carnegic's operating hours by 43% 
because its budget had been reduced by 14% was a 
false cconomp. She wondered why Councillors 
who lived in ~vell-to-do parts of town could not scc 
that poor people living in small rooms. oftcn 
without cooking facilities. had fcw social options. 

Hossic also commented that the Councillors who 
votcd to scrap the Camegie Planning Advisory 
Conunittee and pick a new one. appeared "to be 
afraid Brucc Eriksen.. .would apply for the job of 
Centrc Director (or sit on the Advisory Commit- 
tee). . . That \vould mean that DERA would have 
something to say in  running the Centrc that it was 
instrumental in dcvcloping.. .That \vould ncvcr do." 

Sonic Councillors dcfcnded the reduction of 
operating hours b ~ .  sa~-ing that the Centre would be 
open six days a week, eight hours a day initially. 
If. after three months. usage warranted it, .he hours 
of operation nould be increascd. 

These Councillors still didn't believe tllerc was a 



need for a full-time conimunit?~ centre in the 
Downtown Eastsidc. As n c  shall scc, time would 

I show how deep the need for a Centre was. At the 
end of three months from the opening of Carncgie. 
Cit:. Council did vote to incrcasc the hours of 

1 operation and the budgct 
I 

B! SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued) 

HEN Main and Hartingr Streets. looking S .W.  1900 
T F r n m  1896 to ,339 \ . anmu\vr  uty IMI \\a. locarrd In rhr .\farim H A I .  LuiIj in ,889 fur 
;,ucllonmS cattlr and poultn and the s t i q m q  dpuhl tc  r\rntr In this \ lew thc auctlrrnrrr IS slill IICVI  

<l<,nr I'r~vmurly ctty hall was on  Poncll S~rrrt \\'hen South \':mcouvcr ;md Pmnt Grc\ 
muntrtp:d~t~er arnalgama~~d ~n t p p .  n trmporar) city hall t<sr located ~n thr Holdrn Buildins at 16 
East H a s t i n ~ s ,  untd thc irnpnsins nrn  clr, hall on l?th A\rnuc was opened In 1936. Mcanohilc. the 

,city had turnrd doan  an opportuniry to hu \  thr Xlarmr B u i l d n ~  at thc loot 01 Rurrard Strrrt. now 
one ol Canada's arrhitrctural treasures 4 - . . 

I 
1 Scptcmber 8th saw the opening of the 
1 Neighbourhood Safety Office at 12 E.Hastings. 

This is thc result of much effort and relative co- 
operation among DERA, the Vancouver Police 
Department and the provincial government. 
From years of Policc/Communit Liaison 

meetings and much eye-opening on the part of 
governments. it became apparent that poverty. 
housing. affordable childcare, work opportunitics 
and other social factors all intenwave with 
dn~g&alcohol abuse, prostitution. dealing, 
robberies and theft, violence and safety.. . What's 
also apparent is that simply Increasing the number 
of police constables docsn't help with resolving the 
social issues. 
What to do'? 
Enter the idea of community policing - and the 

vested interests wanting to skew this dccentraliscd 
model towards particular, narrow operations. 
Critics of other community policing models say 
rightly that it's just a n-ay of getting security forces 

Nelghbourhood Safety Office IS to have ~t bc thc 
hub of a nct\\orl\ among man: scrvxcs and 
agenclcs In the Donntown Easts~dc and to pool 
resources for local act1011 
At the openlng ncrc Preniler Harcourt. Mayor 

Owen and Ch~ef Constable Canucl Barb Dand of 
DEKA statcd that such an alllance bctnccn DERA. 
the Pol~ce and the prov~nclal govcrnn~ent would 
haw becn laughcd at 5 :cars ago Nou it I ;  

happcnmg and has to bc ~non~tored from all sldes 
to keep all mtcrcsts III balance 

The con~munlt! cannot and ~ 1 1 1  not be 
subordmatcd to r~gld pollc~cs of the polm or 
pol~t~cal goals of a part: or govcmmcnt 

The Idea 1s to nork together on ~ssucs fac~ng the 
gcneral population and to lnclude the conunun~t! 
as an equal partner 

Deborah Mearns. the coordinator. has her work 
cut out for her Anyone mterested m learnmg more 
or volunteering should drop by to see Deb and talk 

PRT 



The provincial government announced a budget 
cut of $300 million. This is goin2 to have a 
devastating effect on many programs and projects 
now operating on shoestrings. At the opening of 
the Ncighbourhood Safety Officc on Sept. 8th 
there were a number of women with signs - to the 
attention of Premicr Harcourt. 

The wolnen were there on behalf of the 
Aboriginal Wonien's Lifeskills Program. They 
have been hnded most recently through he 
Ministry of Skills, Training and Labour. It was 
this ministry that had to cut $6 million from its 
spcnding and ascd thc Lifeskills Program. 

The statements in print: 
I .  Review MSTL Decision to cut the Women's 

Lifeskills Program 
- 7'he program has long-range henqfits,fi,r 

all qf society 
2. Aboriginal Women's Lifeskills Program 

is for all women on income assistance 
- MS7'1, czlts gzlarnnlre cycle ~f'depenu'ence 

3. AWLP - What's the purpose? Women are 
the caregivers and rnollt.ls.fiw youth. Give 
them opportunities. Review the decision 

Rena Purjue has been working with this program 
and is outraged, with participants, that son~ething 
which does so much good should be cut. Marion 
brought in this information - stateliients on the 
signs - and speaks with her sisters. 

It's no comfort to know that many programs that 
are directly benefiting low-income people are 
among the first to be cut.. while those for wealthier 
people are modified at best.. while tas breaks and 
loopholcs for wealth!, people/corporations arc the 
norm, and even on the rise. 

'Who is going to miss an Aboriginal Women's 
Lifeskills Program.. . or a Community Act;on 
Project.. . or a rec>cling depot . . . or a needle 
exchange.. . or low-income housing.. . or 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



The Children's March to Treblinka 

Janusz Korczak's father 
saw the horror of this century, 
and collapsed under the pain of his insight. 
"We are forever under siege," he said, 
"We are forever under siege." 
In response, his son became a physician 
and educator. 
He fought for tlie rights of cliildren, 
"The world's oldest oppressed group," he said. 
He ran an orphanage in Warsaw 
where children governed themselves. 
His Children's Home became famous. 
Janusz Korczak became famous. 
And then the Nazis came to Poland, 
and Korczak's orphanage was moved 
to the Warsaw Ghetto. 

In 1942 the Nazis planned 
a liquidation program for the Warsaw Ghetto. 
They called it resettlement - to somewhere in the 

East. 
But the Jews in the ghetto knew that 
resettlement meant Treblinka, 
the death camp where one million people died 
during the war. 

The children in tlie orphanage, 
both boys and girls, 
kept diaries - serious diaries. 
Abrasha, an orphan boy who spoke 
like an adult, wrote that the cliildren 
should have been taught to shoot guns. 
"Then we could die with dignity," he said. 
But there were no guns in the Warsaw Ghetto in 

1942. 
"How does one die without weapons?" Korczak 

asked, 
and answered his own question by saying, 
"We will march to the train singing. 
All two hundred of us. 
We will strike back by singing, 
singing as though going on a journey. 
Abrasha will carry the flag." 
The flag of the Children's Home was 
meadow green on one side, with 

chestnut blossoms. 
On the other side, a Star of David 
the colour of the sea 
on a white background. 

Before the Nazis came, 
the children put on a play by Tagore of India. 
The play, called The Post Office, 
teaches us not to be afraid of death, 
and the words of tlie Indian sage came alive 
in the moutlis of Jewish children 
in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
Korczak chose tlie play, altliough it was 
forbidden for Jews to perform plays written by 

Aryans. 
Abrasha played the role of Amal, 
an orphan boy who was about to die. 
And what will Amal ask tlie King 
whom he is yet to meet? 
"I shall ask him to make me one of 
his postmen that I may wander far and wide, 
delivering his message from door to door," 
Amal said. 

The deportation of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto 
began during tlie second part of July, 1942, 
and stopped i n  October of that year. 
The children from the orphanage 
went in early August, and the 
night before the Nazis came, Korczak 
noticed a German soldier standing on guard 
outside his window. 
He made a last entry in his diary, August 4, 1942, 
"The soldier has a rifle. Why is he 
standing and looking on calmly? 
He has no orders to shoot. 
And perhaps he was a village teacher 
in civilian life, or a lawyer, 
a street sweeper in Leipzig, 
a waiter in Cologne? 
What would he do if I nodded to him? 
Waved my hand in a friendly gesture? 
Perhaps he doesn't even know that things are - 
as they are. 
He may have arrived only yesterday, 



from far away . . ." 
The Nazis came early on August 5th. 
''Everyone out, hurry," they shouted, 
and the children came out. 
They were ready. 
They lined up, five abreast, and 
marched to the train. 
Janusz Korczak led them, and 
Abrasha followed, carrying the flag. 
The children sang hiking songs, 
and threw them, like missiles, 
into the teeth of the barbarians. 

from singing, 
and hit them with whips. 
But tlie children would not be stopped, 

their tragedy - and ours - 
for someone to remember. 

and let them sing, 
and the ghetto police stood at attention 
and saluted as they passed. 

At first the Nazis tried to stop the children 

and their eyes cried out for someone to avenge 

Then the Nazis stopped hitting the children, 

"There's a special quality in tlie air 
today," Abrasha whispered to Korczak, 
quoting a line from Tagore's play. 
Abrasha, the warrior, like his Sioux 
brothers, who before a battle would say, 
"It is a good day to die." 
They reached the train, and marched 
up the gangplank, 
one hundred children in 
one chlorinated box car, 
one hundred children in another. 
Then the cars were sealed. 

In Tagore's play, 

selling flowers. 
the dying orphan boy speaks to a girl ' 
"You won't forget me?" he asks, 
and she replies, 
"I won't forget you." i 

- Sandy Cameron 

The G. A.I.N. Appeal Process 
Make the request to your F.A.W. 

If YES - then no further action is 
required. 
If NO - you have 30 days to 
APPEAL - go to step 2. 

Ask for an Appeal Kit from the front 
desk or from your worker. Determine 
what sections of the act & regulations 
justify your request. 

Immediately fill out applicant 
information and applicant request 
sections. Sign and date the form. 

Return the form to your office (returning 
it to the Area Manager's office is 
preferable.) Have them photocopy it and 
stamp the date it was received on both 
the original and the photocopy. 

The appeal request form is reviewed by 
the District Supervisor and sent to the 
Area Manager for an Administrative 
Review. They have 10 days to respond. 
(30 days when the request is for 
handicapped status .) 

If YES - then no further action is 
required. 
If NO - you have 7 days to request a 
TRIBUNAL - go to step 6. 

Fill out the bottom of the Administrative 
Review form: Step 3 - Decision to 
proceed to Tribunal. Fill in your name 
and the name, address and telephone 
number of your nominee. Sign and date 
the form. 

Return the form to your office (returning 
it the Area Manager's office is 
preferable.) Have them photocopy it and 
stamp the date it was received on both 
the original and the photocopy. 

Attend the tribunal and present your 
case. 



Reducing 4he DrFicit 

1 '-lia~ycr:nj'Uc p o o r .  

I Ha Ha.? hurts people in their daily life. Adults and children are shunned, 
despised, pitied, patronized, humiliated, and ignored 
blames individuals for being poor, not the poor economy 
justifies policies like workfare which undermines wages and 
working conditions of people who have jobs; and fingerprinting that 
criminalizes people on welfare 
undermines support for social programs that benefit all Canadians 
and our communities 
encourages people to think in stereotypes and to discriminate against 
people who are poor 
is similar to racism and sexism, but applied to people who happen to 
be poor. 

Help stop poor bashing 

- 

End Legislated Poverty 
#211,451 West Broadway 
Vancouver, BC V5Y 1R3 

Phone (604) 879-1 209 
Fax lme (604) 879-1229 

When you hear politicians, the media, or individuals stereotype, 
discriminate against, or promote hatred against people who are poor, 
you must challenge it, just as you would challenge racism or sexism. 

Speak to the poor basher, in person (with people who support you) 
or by phone. Tell them what's wrong with poor bashing. Tell them 
they should stop. 
Write letters to the editors of poor bashing papers 
Get your groups, unions, or churches to challenge poor bashers with 
letters or meetings. 
Write to companies that advertise in poor bashing media 

If you need more ideas, or have some ideas for action, call End 
Legislated Poverty at 604-879-209. 



h 

F R E E  M E A L  L O C A T I O N S  

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 1 Sunday LOCATION MEAL Monday 1 Tuesday 

9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
Coffee 

9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 9:30 - 11:OO a.m. 
Coffee Coffee 

7:00 p.m. 
Movie then 
sandwiches 

First United Church 
320 East Hastings Street 
681-8365 

12:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m. 
Hot Meal Soup 

Downtown Eastside 
(Women Only) 
44 East Cordova Street 
'681-4786 

Hot Meal or 
Soup 

12:30 p.m. 
Soup 

12:30 p.m. 
Hot Meal 

12:30 p.m. 
Soup 

Closed 

Y.W.C.A. (Women) 
Crabtree Corner 
101 East Cordova Street 

Soup & Bannock Support Group 
Lunch 

- 

12:OO - 2:00 p.m. Support Group 12:OO - 2:00 p.m. 
Lunch 

1:00 - 7:00 p.m. 1:00 - 7:00 p.m. 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

12:15 a.m. to ? 12: 15 a.m. to ? 12:15 a.m. to ? 12:15 a.m. to ? 12:15 a.m. to ? 

The Salvation Army 
(Crosswalk) 
140 West Hastings Street 
669-4349 

Drop-In 
Coffee 
Shelter 

The Salvation Army 
(Harbour Light) 
119 East Cordova Street 
682-5208 

Hot Meals 

Breakfast 
Lunch 

St. James (*Quest) 
303 East Cordova Street 
687-7944 

I Noon *Hot Meal at 
4:00 p.m. Quest 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

*Hot Meal at 
4:00 p.m. Quest 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Sandwiches Closed 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Closed 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Franciscan Sisters 
385 East Cordova Street 
685-9987 

Union Gospel Mission 
6 16 East Cordova Street 
253-3323 

Hot Meals 

The Dugout 
59 Powell Street 
685-5239 

CoffeetSoup 
Drop-In 

Mission Possible 
543 Powell Street 
253-4469 

Drop-In 
Snacks 

Dinner 

Dinner 

7:30 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
Bible Study 

1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
Drop-In 

-- 

1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Drop-In 

7:30 p.m. 

-- 

Sunshine Mission 
217 Dunlevy Street 

Teen Challenge 
97 1 Granville Street 
684-TEEN 

- - -- - 

1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
Drop-In 
Refreshments 

7:30 p.m. 

- 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Service, Soup & 
Fellowship 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Service & 
Refreshments 

7:30 p.m. 



The owners of the Columbia Hotel came 
before City Council in July and had their license 
to operate suspended as of September 1, 1995. 
The basic reasons revolved around ongoing 
neglect. Well and good. What didn't seem to be 
of an overriding concern was the needs of about 
70 people living in the hotel's rooms. 

DERA got involved right away, trying 
everything to secure the housing for tenants. The 
City, in various guises, seemed to have different 
plans - that the tenants would just relocate to 
wherever for the duration (until January 1996) 
and then move back in to renovated conditions. 
It went so far as city employees going door-to- 
door in the Columbia and telling people they 
"had to move out"! 

What follows here is a fascinating scenario - a 
"CHRONICLE OF EVENTS: 

June 22. 1995: Tenants notified DERA that the 
elevator was not working and had not been for 
several weeks at that point; concerns about the 
bathrooms in the hotels were also noted. We 
responded to these complaints the next morning 
on June 23, 1995 and addressed them to the 
landlord, Kerr Tomayo. We also contacted Ray 
Mariani, City Inspector, to determine the status 
of the building and also contacted the Provincial 
Elevator Inspectors. 

TRAC wanted the City to complete repairs and 
invoice the owner. DERA supported the license 
suspension at the Show Cause; TRAC did not. 

July 1995 (mid-month): DERA began 
coordinating with Tenants Assistance Program. 

July 25. 1995: Following the result of the Show 

Cause Hearing, DERA leafleted the company of 
Judy Graves and A1 Draycott, City Tenants 
Assistance Program employees, and began the 
task of gathering information on the tenants. 

Julv 25 - August 29. 1995: The hotel was 
leafleted regarding the Show Cause and to make 

June 23 - julv 21 1995: we attempted to clear DERA's position (July 28, 1995). Proposal 

pressure landlord into rectifying the problem regarding the New Columbia Hotel submitted to 

with the elevator and toilets in the building - BCHMC (July 31, 1995). Petition for support 

made approximately 10 housecalls to the hotel, circulated to tenants of the building. DERA 

inspected the building and prepared a report for continued information gathering and 

the Show Cause Hearing. comn~unicating with tenants (letter to tenants 
distributed on August 22, 1995). DERA staff 

Julv, 1995 (earlv in the month: DERA began spoke with Leah Bailey, Director, Residential 

coordinating with TRAC in regards to the Tenancy Branch (August 16, 1995) regarding the 

upcoming Show Cause Hearing. DERA and status of New Colun~bia's tenants' tenancies 



while the hotel's license is under ;uspension. 
Leah informed us that the tenants still had to pay 
rent regardless of whether the Landlord could 
collect rents or not. She recommended several 
courses of action, including the class action 
arbitration, which DERA chose to do. The week 
of August 21 through to August 25, 1995, was 
spent organizing and signing up tenants for the 
Joint Arbitration - the work was conducted by 
Carl Reinboth, Dave Hawkins and Derrick 
Brown. On August 29, 1995, Doug Kellam 
prepared the submission for Arbitration with the 
assistance of Linda Mix of TRAC and Bruno 
Druckner of the Legal Services Society. 

August 1995 (min-month): DERA begins 

coordinating with the Ministry of Social Services 

August 18. 1995: Meeting is held at Tellier 
Building. Present were: Information Officer 
from the Residential Tenancy Branch, Judy 
Rogers and A1 Draycott from the City, Tenants, 
DERA staff, and Gerry Mignault, Acting Area 
Manager, Ministry of Social Services. 

August 29, 1995: Meeting is held at Pendera 
Building. Present were: Director and Regional 
Director of Residential Tenancy Branch, Judy 
Rogers, Judy Graves and Jill Davidson of the 
City, Legal Services and DERA staff. 

August 30, 1995: Joint Arbitration occurs and 
interim order issued. 

August 31. 1995: Tenants meeting held to 
discuss results of the arbitration. In attendance 
were: Judy Graves, Janet Fraser, Cameron Gray 
and Jeff Brooks from the City, Derrick Brown, 
Doug Kellam, Carl Reinboth, Dave Hawkins 
and Alayne Keough from DERA. The hotel was 
leafleted regarding arbitration and inspection by 
the Arbitrator. 

September 1. 1995: Inspection done by Ray 
Mariani, MF Hinton, Doug Kellam, Kerr 
Tomayo and Carl Reinboth. 

September 5. 1995: Report written and sent to 
Arbitrator. 

7he above was written in response to severe 
criticism from the City regarding the role DERA 
played in securing the rights of the tenants. 
Following is a letter sent to Cameron Gray, 
Manager, Housing Centre, City of Vancouver. 

Dear Cameron 

As promised, i am enclosing a chronology of 
events of the past 3 months regarding the New 
Columbia Hotel's tenants issues resulting from 
the City's decision to suspend the business 
license of the hotel. Included are the chronology 
(brief and summarised, DERA's submission for 
the Show Cause Hearing, clarifying letter to the 
Mayor and Council re the Show Cause, DERA's 
notices to the tenants, DERA's submission on 
behalf of the tenants to the Residential Tenancy 
Branch arbitration, and a follow-up submission 
to the arbitrator following the inspection of the 
premises on September 1, 1995. 

As you can see, there was a great deal of 
coordination and hard work done on the part of 



DERA Board, management, staff and volunteer. 
One of the most challenging aspects of the effort 
was getting forty-one tenants in the space of a 
week to make separate applications for 
arbitration as well as signing an application for 
a class-action arbitration. DERA's Board of 
Directors has voted to write letters of 
commendation to all staff and volunteers 
involved in the process, which was difficult and 
complicated with serious time constraints. 

However, I would like to apologise to City 
Staff for the notice distributed to tenants on 
August 23. Tenants were frightened and 

YOU DONT HAVE 
TO MOVE OUT 

Unless you recive an oficial eviction notice addressed to YOU 

WHAT THE CITY IS TELLING 
YOU IS WRONG 

IF YOU HAVE ANY WORRIES CONTACT D.E.R.A. 

at 682-093 1 or drop by 9 E. Hastings 

COLUMBIA HOTEL 
RESIDENTS MEETING 

AT CARNEGIE  CENTER,  

THURSDAY,  A U G U S T  3 1 st 
at 

1 pm. 
confused, under the impression that the City was 
insisting that they move out of the building. 
They were coming to DERA's office literally in 
tears because they wanted to stay in their homes. 
W e  needed to be emphatic and unambiguous in 

housing was secure. As a result, we issued the 
notice. 

I would also like you to know that we have 
since met together with TRAC and your Tenants 
Assistance Program staff to strategize around the 
new legislation allowing class action and rent 
diversion for repairs as well as City business 
license suspension. 

As a result of the above, we can in future 
coordinate actively with TRAC, TAP and the 
RTB to ensure that hotels in the area are kept up 
to standard. This will alleviate the onus on City 
Council to enforce Standards of Maintenance 
through license suspension. 

We appreciate the support and help provided 
by City staff in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
Barb Daniel 
Executive Director, DERA. 

delivering the message to the tenants that their 



Dear Friends, To whom i t  may it~tern 

I want to take an opportunity to thank you for 
allowing Trcvor Robinson to use your computer 
and printing cquipnicnt to get out our August 
magazine. Our own resources had some glitches! 

Each month we plan to produce a magazine 
format publishing various creative writing, 
developed by pcoplc who attend our weeklc. Life 
.Writing Program. Your help enabled us to keep on 
linc for August. 

Speaking for all at the Evelync Sallcr Centrc. it's 
nice to have ncighbours like the Canlegie Centrc. 
Thanks again. 

Ray Stcnsrud 
Manager 

MUGGERS DAY (January - December) 

Memorable LztcmrrveJi.scal,frrc extras 

I wish I had a mother 
Like you and you and you 

But I was poured through old socks 
Into five gallon crocks 

of high voltage bootleg home brew 
The end result was obvious 

That's why citizens stand and gawk 
'Cos I'm the only man in history 

Tattooed corrugated pork! 

Sekwof 

I Marriage is proof that people can take a joke. I 

Presents Karaoke Night AS YOU have done in the past, so you are now 

with ROB SMITH preparing to leave. The decision, however, does 
not seem wholly separate from my observation 

Carnegie Community 

of its details - the perfected movements, 

s reducing your involvement to a formula, the 
f i v * @ l $ %  5 slight forward tilt of your head, the absence of 

Joe Paul 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
Bring your own dancing 
shoes 
refreshments provided 

Centre 

- 
any extraneous gestures, the simplified style. 

In a dream, there was a woman in the hall, 
crying. "Is that what you want, huh? Is that 
what you want?" 

Like the men & women between us, around 
us, a forest of bodies growing each second as 
you move away, your eyes retreating behind the 
echo of recognition that remains. 

No farewell has ever been as crudely silent. 

Dan Feeney 

I Most prejudice is inspired by fear. 

Joe Paul I 



Lutumnal Llchemy august stom 
somewhere in heaven hell or 
even more interesting plane 
baudelaire is playing chess with brautigan 
and their fertile immortal sweat 
falls down down down 
transmogrifies 
and becomes 
Vancouver 
British Columbia 
Canada 
Pacific 
Westcoast 
Rainforest 

rain. 

somehow lost in the morning lost in the woodwork 
lost in the coffee grounds lost in the sound 
of oj summer she resurfaces onto the sleek 
soft lady in the lake smoothness of 
my august mind and I know for a 
tactless fact she will never go 
away never cease to play 
poetry on our soul never 
never forget the red 
I say redbeatded poet 

country m west 

you speak from the heart fi-om the part 
most vital most honest most 
real 

you sing from the heart from the art 
of sighs suicides and soft 
kisses 

Shadow of a Santa Rosa Doubt your music is sincerity distilled 
In glorious black and white past pop past heartless rock 
all hitchcockean right past mindless tv sop 
that best virginian dedicated to Sandy Rogers 
joseph cotton particularly her sound track for 
tells small town 'Fool for Love' 
mid mid middle arnerica 
where the pig sty is at 
useless widows far banks 
allsorts stores even crosswalks canal love 
and that evil is all around 
and apathy rules all a one unique trip across the land 

terminates in Ottawa grand 
as av av average as two overweight people 
middle meiica dance leap fkolic 
yawns belches and snoozes about locks of 
while the serial man canal fanlous they leap and shout and prance 

cotten does his thing so much in love only in the glorious moment 

neither knowing that only in a poetic pair 
Now Hitch gone Joe gone 

all would all too soon in defiance of past 
shadows of a doubt remain 

become firture, peers 
to haunt us out of lethargy 

landlocked in-laws 
into haunted filmic sanity 

back home in all laws 
dreary rainforest west locked in canal love grand 

john alan dough 



WELFARE and the HUMAN 
SPIRIT 

A cynic is what an idealist calls a realist. 

There was once this experiment where 3 total 
generations of nest-building birds were put into a 
cage with no nest building materials. When the 
offspring of these birds were re-introduced to 
straw, twigs and branches, they could build a 
roosting spot with no help from their parents.. . 
thus proving the case for instinct over acquired 
behaviour, 
Maybe welfare is a test to see whether people 

will still be able to "build their own nests" after 
a time - months, years - on the dole. 
There was something a few years ago called the 

Stockholm Incident where, during a long hostage- 
taking siege-like bank robbery in the Swedish 
capital, the tellers began to see their oppressors as 
dispirited human beings and syrnpathised with the 
robbers. 
This has become known as the Stockholm 

Principle and you see it down here where some of 
the welfare recipients identify with the people who 
have been keeping them poor,. namely the 
corporations, the corrupt government officials, the 
compulsively bourgeois media (like Kathy Tait & 
welfare-bashing (articles in The Province), Ron 
Patrick & poor-bashing (letter in June, 1994 to 
('arnegie Nt.wslutter)). 
Maybe, to echo the Monroe Doctrine, Welfare is 

an International Communist plot to make the 
Democratic countries passive. 
I'm tired of people coming up to me and saying 

"My taxes pay for your welfare." 
Look, I pay for my welfme. I have my writings 

and my art and even if I didn't have that, the 
Industrial Revolution with the building of Iabour- 
saving machines is doing just that - saving labour. 
Besides, with the "Free" TrademAFTA thing, the 
corporations figure why hire a Canadian at $7 or 
more an hour when they can hire a Mexican in 
Mexico for $7 or less a week. That's who is 
paying for our welfare - the Mexican People. 
The day welfare cheques are issued is often 

referred to as Mardi Gras, celebrated famously in 
New Orleans. It's the day debts are settled, rent is 
paid, food purchased and maybe a luxury is 
indulged in. Mardi Gras is also likened to Shrove 
Tuesday or Fat Tuesday (Mardi is Tuesday in 
French), the day before the 40 days fasting of 
Lent. Those who party away their money get 
administered.. not, as people keep saying, 
adrmnistrr .  

I'm on the handicapped pension. In golf a 
handicap is an advantage over your opponents. In 
horse racing only the best horses are handicapped. 
Kind of Orwellian doublespeak. 
No, I don't believe that the human spirit can be 

quelled. Welfare has not usurped our collective 
work ethics and we are as keen-minded as ever. 



WHERE LIFE IS CHEAP 
There Is Facsism 

In Canada, the state is a government 
consisting of a prime minister, a 
cabinet, and a caucus. The state, 
in turn, is controlled by the small 
elite of corporate-capitalists who 
own a majority of the wealth. 

They guard their wealth by manipu- 
lating the prevailing attitudes of 
the masses through their private 
ownership of the major news medias 
in every heavily populated city in 
the provinces. 

They shape laws that are intended 
to create a smoke screen of head- 
lines in their presses and news 
hours to keep the minds of the 
masses indifferent to the extremely 
disproportionate elitist power 
they possess. 

The mentally lazy middle classes 
allow the newspapers and TV news 
to do their thinking and decision 
making for them. 

The populations go from one horrific 
headline to the next directing their 
growing anger and outrage at the 
same governments they keep voting 
for decade after decade. 

Mindy Tran and Melissa Deley are 
%he bitter end product of laws 
manufactured to abet and glorify 
the criminal mind who willfully 
murder with no fear of the con- 
sequences which, at the very worst, 
will turn them into media stars and 
make them big shots in the prison 
system where they'll live in 
relative comfort for the 
term of their sentences. 

69 percent of Canadians want 
capital punishment for willful 
murder. But, even 95% of Canadians 
have absolutely no say in the 

lawmaking process. All we can do is 
cast our ballots for the never-ending 
orate clones of ambition whose eyes 
are set only on that enormous corporate- 
capitalist power elite at the top 5% 
of this society. 

Facsism has as many definitions as 
there are ways to profit from the 
misery of its blinded victims 

A revolution is at hand. 
It must be. 

Garry Gust 

TECHNOLOGY 
The Big Path 

The revolution to eradicate corporate- 
capitalism will be underway by 2015. 
By means of home computers and inter- 
nets, the once dumb masses will destroy 
the artificial wealthpower of the 
minority elite, who must either accede 
or fire the first suicidal shot at the 
information based majority. 

Those who are on the highway 
control destiny. 



WHAT'S REALLY HAPPENING AT GUSTAFSEN LAKE AND WHY 

People from the Shuswap Nation have been using the site at Gustafsen Lake for their Sundance Ceremony 
for several years, with no objection from an American cattle rancher who used the land for cattle grazing. 
This year, one member of the Shuswap Nation felt called spiritually to stay on the land to protect it. Also, an 
old fence was reconstructed to keep the cattle off the sacred area. Apparently this was seen as a territorial 
statement; fifteen armed cowboys came and told the elder to get off the land and threatened top hang "the red 
nigger". After the cowboys left, more members of the Shuswap Nation and two members of other nations 
came to protect the elder. Since the native faithkeeper was threatened by heavily armed men, it was seen as 
necessary to arm themselves in order to protect him. 

At present the RCMP and a 40-strong 3trategicEeapons Mackxeam have been sent in by Harcourt and the 
Attorney General of BC. As well, a huge area has been cordoned off to keep people (supporters?) out. 
Witnesses have reported that the Shuswap are prepared to die in defense of the land. They fear that the SWAT 
will move in and massacre the native and non-native men, women and children. Since they are surrounded by 
one of the biggest RCMP operations in Canada, they have good reason to fear for their lives. 
The main demand of the Shuswap Nation is that the petition, dated January 5, 1995, be addressed publicly 

by an independent and impartial tribunal, one that is neither Canadian nor Native, which will examine the 
question of jurisdiction in the matter of unceded lands as a question of law. 
The members of the Shuswap Nation who are protecting the and at Gustafsen Lake are sovereignists. They 

cite the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which recognises the aboriginal peoples' sovereignty over all unceded 
land. They are appealing to the Queen and Privy Council to back up their rights under the Royal Proclamation 
They don't believe they will receive justice fiom the provincial or federal government. They are supported by 
other sovereignists. The Innu Nation issued a letter of support on August 3 1, 1995; the Mohawk Council of 
Kahnawake, in a statement dated August 29 and signed by Billy Two Rivers, asked for a peaceful resolution 
and for the RCMP to withdraw; on August 28, 1995, Chief Saul Terry (President of the Union of BC Indian 
Chiefs) said: "The positions expressed by the sundancers on their nation's sovereignty and aboriginal title and 
rights are not "extremist". They are shared by many Indian peoples across this province. British Columbia is 



unceded Indian land. Our nations' ownership of their respective temtories (our aboriginal title) has never been 
extinguished. We are not "squatters" or trespassers in our homelands." 
Why have the press not let the public know that the sundancers have much support from natives and non- 

natives alike? Why have they not let the public know that Chief Saul Terry has volunteered to negotiate with 
the sundancers? Why have they not let the public know that the area at Gustafsen Lake is held under 46 
different titles not owned by one American cattle rancher? 

This is not an issue of private property. This is an issue of sovereignty and jurisdiction. 

Please support for the sundancers at Gustafsen Lake. Spread the truth. Contact the following and demand a 
peaceful resolution. BC Gov't in Vancouver 660-242 1 ; outside Vancouver call 1-800-663-7867. 

BC Attorney General Dosanjh 

Premier Harcourt 

Ph (604)587-1866 Fax (604)387-64 1 1 
E-mail: nlane@gdaxy.gov.bc.ca 

Ph (604)387- 17 15 Fax (604)387-0087 
E-mail: cmerkley@galaxy.gov.bc.ca 

Aboriginal Affairs Minister Cashore Ph (604)387-0886 Fax (604)356- 1 124 
E-mail : jcaulfield@galaxy .gov.bc.ca 

RCMP Public Complaints Ph 1-800-665-6878 Fax (604)666-7362 

RCMP Sergeant Montague (100 Mile House) Ph (604)395-2456 Fax (604)395-3605 

Governor General of Canada Romeo Leblanc Ph (6 l3)993-9530 Fax (6 13)94 1-7536 

Indian Affairs Minister Irwin Ph (8 19) 997-0380 

Gov't of BC (ask for any politician) Ph 1-800-663-7867 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien Ph (6 13)992-42 1 1 Fax (6 13)94 1-6900 

Canadian AG's rep- Bill Sigliano Fau (604)387-37 19 

Tell the Media WHAT YOU THINK 

A11 on-site media (in 100 Mile House) Fax: (604) 395-2446 
Vancouver Sun Fax: (604) 732-2323 
The Province Fax: (604) 732-2790 

, Victoria Times-Colonist Fax: (604) 380-5255 
CBC Radio Fax: (604) 662-6 1 06 

Please send copies of your support letters to: or Fax to: 

S.LS.1.S. CFUV (Attn: Community Affairs) 
Settlers In Support of Indigenous Sovereignty (604) 721-7112 
P.O. Box 8673, Victoria, BC 



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, 10a.m. - 6p.m. 

EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9a.m. - 8p.m. every day 

YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6p.m.-2a.m. 

ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 

1995 DONATIONS : 
Paula R.-$20 , 

C e c i l e  C.-$12 
Wm. B . -$25  
L i l l i a n  11.-$40 
Sonya S.-$200 
I 'tienne S. -$15 
A.  Withers -$20 
Rosi tch - $ I 6  
K e t t l e  F.S.-$16 
llazel M.-$8 
,Joy '1'. -$20 
Ika f: -$30 

Diane M.-$25 
Libby D.-$25 
t h n c y  11. 16 
L i s a  E . - $ 8  
Lome T.-$50 
Me1 L.-$12 
S a r a  D.-$16 
Col leen  E. - $ I 6  
Bruce 5.-$30 
Anonymous -$60.75 
B i l l  s.-$2 
Ray -$I2 
D a r l e n e  M.-$20 
CEEDS - $50 

(except Mondays, 6p.m.-midnight) 

THE NEWSLEllER IS A PUBLICATION OF W E  
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

Adlcles represent the vlews o l  lndlvldual 
ronlrlbulors and not of the Assoclallon. 

I Submission Deadline 
for the next issue: 

28 September 
Thursday 

NEED HELP? 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 
can help you with: 

J any welfare problem 
J information on legal rights 
J disputes with landlords 
J unsafe living conditions 
J income tax 
J UIC problems 
J finding housing 
J opening a bank account 

Come into the Dera office at 9 East Hastinns St. - 
or phone us at 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 21 YEARS. 



TEN COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT 
FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME (FAS) AND 

FETAL ALCOHOL EFFECTS (FAE) 

1. That FAS means mental retardation. 
Some people with FAS arc maltally retarded, 
others are not. People with FAS can have 
nornial intelligence. 
They arc braill damaged and have specific 
areas of strengths and weaknesses. 

0 It's more like people who have sustained brain 
injury from an auto accident. 

2. That the behaviour problems associated with 
: FASIAE are all the result of poor parenting or a 
i 

bad environment. 
0 No, being brain damaged can lead to behaviour 

problems because brain damaged people don't 
process infomiation the sanw way that othher 
people do, so the), don't always behave like 
others expect them to. 
Brain damaged children are hard to raise in the 
best environments. 
Their parents necd help and support: not 
criticism. 

3. That they will outgrow "it" when they grow 
UP. 

U~lfortunatcly. they do not. FAS lasts a life 
time. bur the nlanifcstations and t!yc of 
problems change with each age. 
It  takes a longer period of sheltered living for 
brain damagcd children to grow up. 

4. That to admit they are brain damaged is to 
give up on them 

Hnvc \ye given up on children with other 
defects? 
Wc need research to imdcrstand the needs of 
patients with FAS and how to help them. We 
haven't invested in that yet. We ill learn how 
to help them when we decide to invest in the 
problem 

.5. That diagnosing them will brand them for 
life. 

A diagnosis tells you what the problem is, 
helps you figure out how to treat the problem, 
and relieves the person of having to meet 
unrealistic expcctations. 

6. That they are unmotivated when they don't 
keep appointments or  act in a way that we 
consider responsible. 

Probably the explanation lies in niemon 
problems. Inability to probleln solve cffectivcly 
or simply being ovenvhelmcd. 
Sometimes they misconstrue reality. 

7. That one agency can solve any or all the 
problems alone. 

The nlultiple needs of patients with FASIFAE 
require multiple fronts of intervention and 
intense interagency cooperation. 

8. That this problem will be solved with existing 
knowledge. 

Research is desperately needed, and the 
magnitude of the problem will necessitate more 
research. 

9. That the problem will go away. 
FAS is preventable, but alcohol is so much a 
part of our culture and so aggressively 
marketed to those least able to resist, that 
active prevention activities must continue on 
all fronts to safeguard our children's future 
and the future of our people 

10. That the mothers had an easy choice not to 
drink during pregnancy, and through callous 
indifference, permanently damaged their 
children. 

Biological mother s of children with FAS nccd 
help with the alcoholisn~ andor with birth 
control. 
Pregnancy is an excellent time for alcohol 
abusing mothers to stop drinking, but thqr 
necd help 



And no o n e  even d a r e s  
To g o  and see, and a sk  a r o u n d ,  
Rut  no  o n e  r e a l l y  c a r e s .  

And a s  t h e  sun  k e e p s  b r e a k i n g  t h r o u g h ,  
1 L i k e  smiles from 01' Dead Head, 

No one  knows w h a t ' s  happening  I E x c e ~ t  t h e  q r a t e f u l  dead .  

I t  was a l r e a d y  h e r e ,  / 
b e f o r e  t h e  s e t t l e r s  
a r r i v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
c o n c e p t s .  

We neve r  have ,  and s t i l l  
r e f u s e  to  l e a r n  i t .  



FLAWline editor and FLAW facilitator 

End Legislated Poverty requires a half time person (17.5 hrs per week) to organize, facilitate and follow up 
on monthly Front Line Advocate Worker meetings, communicate with FLAWline members province-wide 
and to write and edit the two page FLAWline portion of ELP's monthly Long Haul newspaper. Funding 
for this position is for 5 months, with a possibility of it being ongoing. 

Duties will include: 
to write and edit the two page FLAWline portion of ELP's monthly Long Haul newspaper. 
doing follow up work for FLAW meetings, including arranging and facilitating sub-committee 

meetings, and FLAW actions and campaigns 
preparing minutes for FLAW meetings 
maintain and update distribution lists for the Long Haul 
helping to distribute the Long Haul 
attending staff, some board, and other meetings as required 
participating as part of ELP's developing staff collective 

i . helping to integrate ELP and FLAW activities where appropriate 
participating with the rest of staff in office duties such as reception, phone answering, referrals, 

working with volunteers, clean-up, etc. 
checking on legal accuracy of information received and used at meetings and in FLAWIine 

Desirable qualifications: 
experience as a low income person 
experience in writing, editing and laying out newspapers or newsletters 

7 ability to write clearly in plain language 
experience organizing and facilitating meetings / advocacy experience - welfare, UI or related 
experience working (paid or not paid) with not-for-profit justice seeking groups 
ability to work in a developing collective 
experience formatting with MS Word for Windows software 
experience working with boards and community groups 

- Salary: $1250 per month plus benefits 

Afiirmative Action: Women, People of Colour, First Nations People, People with Disabilities are 

\ 
encouraged to apply. 

Start date: November 1st - 15th, 1995 

If you are interested in applying, please submit the following to End Legislated Poverty by Oct. 9, 1995: 
a resume including names and phone numbers of three references who are previous or current 
employers for paid or volunteer work 
a half page essay responding to the question: What are the causes of poverty? 
2 or 3 samples of newsletters you were responsible for andlor published articles. 

Send to: Job application or FAX 604-897-1229 
End Legislated Poverty 

I #211 456 W. Broadway 
Vancouver, BC V5Y 1R3 



Sornctirncs I Scc My Son 

Sometimes I see my son 
And remember when I thought I'd failed 
Because so Inany told me 
A mother who bore a boy 
Should not send away his father. 

Sometimes I see my son 
And remember the pain of unloved pregnancy 
And the resentment I sometimes felt 
At raising him alone 
When 1 could not have the freedom I deserved. 

There were days when I was as much a child as he 
When I wanted someone to give me 
The love I gave so grudgingly to him 
Days that we learned together about life 
And had as many questions. 

Sometimes I see my son 
And wish his mother had it all together 
To give him strength and courage I only sometimes have 
To listen when my own hurts need healing 
To hold him even though I am alone. 

But sometimes I see my son 
With trust in his eyes no one else could give 
With a smiling, shining face that says there was no failure 
No monstrous mistakes 
Only good things and memories of love and caring. 

Sometimes I see my son 
And he touches me in secret corners 
And I know everything will be fine 
And always will be 
Sometimes I see my son - and I love him. 9 + 

Anne Larson 




