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frustration of participants in the Dec. 7th rally to 
protest recent cuts and changes to the welfare rides 
in BC. DERA ol-ganiscd the demonstration and 
almost 200 hundred people attended. 

I3C's government is publicly saying that the 
actions of the federal government are behind their 
"renewal" program, but the experts on poverty - 
the poor - point to collusion or at least 
philosophical bullshit on the part of big business. 
The first speaker was Dr. Krishna Pendakur, a 

professor of economics at SFU. He said: 
There are five ways that the feds are cuttir~g 
trmsfcrs to the provinces. 

$700 million is being cut directly right now 
CAP funding is b e i ~ ~ g  replaced by the Canada 
I Iealth and Social 'Transfer (CHST), which can 
be used in any way by provinces. Health will 
be okay for a while becarlse it has a very 
powerful lobby. IIducation is next but will 
siifTer more a.nd welfare IS dead last. 
Bulk transfers dotl'l vaty over time, except to 
decrease. 
Aino~ints are based on crlrrent levels of 
transfers, which are al~eady inadequate since 
Ihe 50-50 matching of filnds was changed to 
cap CAP for the "have" provinces of Ontario, 
Albertn and W'. 
There are now no standards that the feds can 
enforce. This allows each province to make i ts 
own rulcs on what is "essential". 

Other speakers, including Alison Catneron, Carl 
Keinboth, Gabe Karmnanian, Myles Mackintosh 
opened the can of worms of government and big 
business getting rvnr/lhfare while people go 
hungry in the cold. 

"The wealthy and greedy ptmp people into 'anti- 
tax campaigns' to get the public against changing 
the .system to make the wealthy pay Inore. We say 
taxation has to be Ihir. Those with ~ncga-bucks 
should pay mega-taxes." 
Barb Daniel, executive director of DE KA, was 

blunt: "'This is the first time in 50 years that our 
governtnents have said they don't care if people 
are hungly or cold or homeless. They don't care if 
people have no incomes. 
"Every day there is ONE TRILL,ION DOLLARS 

changing hands on intenlational crirrency 
speculation markets. A tax of just one percent 
wodd provide $10 billion a day for the needs of 
hutnanity." 
The rally evolved into a march to the Vancouver 

Stock Exchange on Granville Street. Virtually 
everyone went, and people all along the way 
cheered. Chants of "No More Cats" rang out, and 
the variety of factoids and comments on signs told 
the same sto~y. Rig Business gets away with either 
not paying any tax via loopholes or jrlst gets the 
remainder "deferred". Deferred taxes anotmt to 
over $40 billion dollars and over 63,000 ' 
corporations paid no income taxes at all. 
The rally ended with a great bang. Solidarity was 

expressed with similar fights across the cormtry, 
nzost notably in London, Ontario, where 30,000 
people rallied on Dec. I 1 th to protest the cold- 
blooded cuts and destruction being perpetrated by 
1-Ian-is and cronies. 
Stay tuned. 'Illis is the beginning! 

Ry PAULR 'FAY IdOK 
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The Fraser Institute presents GOEDON dAMPB6LL 

As advertised, Gordon Campbell spoke at a 
luncheon sponsored by The Fraser Institute at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. I attended on behalf of the 
Four Sisters Co-op, which received a notice of 
same and covered the little matter of price - $45 
per person. It was seen as an opportunity to get a 
whole bunch of Liberalese - the campaign lang- 
uage of the Liberal Party, and a bit of what 
Campbell is propagating. Hoped for, personally, 
were the revelations that would slip out, the quips 
and asides and jocular comments as he and 
Fraserites, like it's chief spokesman Michael 
Walker, valiantly preach their gospel to a 
"friendly" audience. 

Walker began with a plug for the Fraser Institute, 
saying that it's a non-profit organisation existing 
solely on private donations, that it wasn't aligned 
with any political party and that it was totally non- 
partisan in its approach to how government 
should be run (big laugh from the audience). He 
also promoted the guest speaker at next Monday's 
luncheon, who is Eloise Anderson, the Head of 
Welfare in California. Her policies are "complete- 
ly compatible with those of The Fraser Institute 
and what California, the rest of the United States 
and Canada needs now and in the foreseeable 
future," as propagated by Walker and his cronies. 
... but on to Campbell ... 
The first 5 minutes extolled the virtues of change, 
and the radical change necessary to overcome the 
"mess" made by the NDP. Campbell, true to his 
press, decried anything done by the NDP when he 
named them, but neglected to mention them as 
authors of legislation which the Liberals 
supported, like Medicare Protection. He then 
launched into what he "if we form the next 
government" will do: 

1) Cut the cost of government, the debt and taxes. 
This was to come about, as the wet dream of all 
the corporate execs present would have it, by 
selling off all Crown Corporations to private 
(for-profit) interests, by eliminating the 

Corporate Capital Tax, eliminating the fixed- 
wage (decent pay) policy, ensuring open 
tendering on all government work (the lowest 
bid, no matter who makes it or what their 
reputation is, then gets government business.. 
and details like quality, pay rates for workers, 
budget overruns, etc. are left to lawsuits), 
scrapping the HealthILabour Relations Accord, 
reducing the number of MLAs in the 
Legislature from 75 to between 50 & 60, by 
reducing the number of ministries from 18 to 
12, removing School taxes from Property 
taxes, reducing income taxes and eliminating 
"the practice of politicians of hiring their 
friends and supporters over people who are 
better qualified." This is a cute stance for 
Campbell, whose career as mayor was 
regularly dotted with giveaways and pay-offs 
to business associates like developer Jim 
Moodie, whom Campbell dirkcted city staff, by 
memo, to give contracts to, and George Taylor, 
owner of Atlas Travel, who directed 
Campbell's campaign and was awarded with 
the exclusive city travel services contract and 
then the high pay for being a Liberal party 
consultant. - see Nov-Jan issue of PacYic 
Current) 

2) Campbell blamed the NDP for being nothing 
but a "borrow, tax & spend" party. He cited 



with great relish and drama the increase of 13C 
government spending and borrowing in the last 
4 years. No reference was made to what the 
money was used for, to the cuts in transfer 
payments by the federal government, to the 
private, corporate responsibility for downsizing 
and eliminating jobs and pushing for cutting all 
but "essential" parts of the social programs and 
safety net. 

3) Campbell cited with derision the fact that 1 in 
10 people in BC are receiving welfare 

assistance. "This is wrong", not "this is the 
direct result of what you (members and 
supporters of the Fraser Institute) have done 
and are doing in promoting your (our) vision of 
a just society" ... Campbell then gave his 
response to the question of Workfare, saying 
that there would be a mandatory contract for all 
single, employable people on welfare, to be 
signed on the first day of receiving income 
assistance, that requires each to get training and 
seek employment. Nothing about what happens 
when the person doesn't get work, when what's 
available is totally unsuitable or unacceptable 
or just blatantly exploitative.. nothing about the 
effect on the working poor and no mention of 
what workfare means in terms of a 'work-or- 
starve' mentality. No one present knew or 
seemed to care. His rendition of 'getting tough' 
was met with grunts of approval and Michael 
Walker's face shone with approval. 

Question 8 Answer 
Questions were to be written down and collected 
by stam, all cards/questions were then handed to 

Walker, not Campbell, and Mikey screened 
(censored) those in his hand. Questions on taxes 
(what will you do to reduce) investment (what will 
you do to encourage) and various "restrictions" 
imposed by the NDP (like limits on clearcuts, 
strip-mining in provincial parks, lagging 
everything, and now-protected areas declared off- 
limits.. and things like Kemano 11) all got 
immediate airing. Questions on healthcare were 
narrowed to allow Campbell's rhetoric about 
'patient services instead of b~~eaucracv" to be 

repeated. He slams ~ e w  Directions and backs up 
making patients "a priority" - ignoring the whole 
gist of community health concerns and leaving the 
highway wide open for new fees as privatisaiion 
runs ranvant. This is just under the veil of his 
"Medicare forever" rap - it's not politically 
possible to trash our health system, so he just 
attacks the innovative approach of the current 
administration, which isn't perfect, and promises 
'mom & apple pie' stuff with no substance to it. 
He talks of regional control, which is the same as 
New Directions with a different name, but can't 
support anything that 'those socialists' do. 

There were 2 questions on the card I handed in: 

"Welfare fraud is statistically 2 - 3%. Tax fraud is 
statistically over 20%. What will you do to reduce 
both?" 

"What will you do regarding the rent protection 
legislation of Joan Smallwood?" 

Needless to say, these questions were never put to 
Campbell; Wallker, as head of the Fraser Institute, 
deemed them to be unworthylout-of-place/ 
controversial? 



The thing ended with the president or chairman of 
the Board of Directors or whatever charade was 
being played coming up and reading how 
"impressed" he'd just been by the gift of Gordon 
Campbell's golden tongue. He then said that "the 
Fraser Institute welcomes the opportunity to 
support and join with anyone who will help us 
against the forces of darkness and evil." He gave 
Gordie a Fraser Institute tie, hoping that "you'll 
think of us when you wear this in Victoria." 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

MOO, BAG, OINK 
It's in the nature of things: the country provides 

the food and the city eats it. But here's a real 
reverse play on the natural order. 

It all involves the mangel, a member of the beet 
family. Chopped up and mixed with grain, the 
mange1 is a real crowd-pleaser in winter among 
the milk cows, sheep and pigs. 

Mangels grow well in the Cariboo. Per acre, they 
are more productive than hay. 

But there's one problem - the growing season is 
too short to allow them to mature all the way to 
seed. That means you have to buy new seed every 
year if' you want to keep feeding your livestock. 

The organic farmers at CEEDS had this problem. 
And the organic gardeners at the Strathcona 
Community Gardens had the solution: the 
gardeners would grow the mangels for seed and 
ship the seed to the Cariboo. 

The first year's crop is now in, and it's a success - 
a real example of urban-rural cooperation. The 

i seeds will be planted in the Spring, and by this 

time next year the first generation of Strathcona- 
bred mangels will be ready for harvesting. 

Bon appetit, all you little critters! 

By the way, in case you were wondering, CEEDS 
(stands for Community Enhancement and 
Economic Development Society) has three farms 
in beautill and rolling ranch and farm country 
around Horse Lake, near 100 Mile House. 
Everything is run communally and is shared by all. 

The veggies they produce are sold at farmer's 
markets in the Cariboo and some even find their 
way to the Carnegie Centre. 

Lots of Carnegie folk have visited CEEDS, and 
have helped out with the animals and vegetables. It 
means fresh air, exercise and something 
productive to do. 

If you want to learn more about CEEDS, just call 
the Carnegie Association at 665-2289 and your 
name/nurnber or a way to reach you will be passed 
on to the local 'fanner's hand'. Another option is 
to leave a message in the Association Office on 
Carnegie's second floor. 

By Farmer Bob 



I DIDN'T JUMP! I WAS PUSHED! 

"Hell no - I won't go!" 
That's what I told the Director of Social Planning 

on my 50th birthday when she asked me if I'd like 
to work in Downtown South. 
Things were relatively calm at Carnegie. I really 

liked the people. And there was this weird thing 
happening with my feet ... How could I take on a 
new project when my extremities were threatening 
to explode? 

But then in a master tactic, Joyce Preston got 
herself into hot water with Council and like the 
sucker I am, I offered to help out. "But just for 
awhile," I said. 

So that's the story of how 1 'temporarily' left 
Carnegie and came to a little one person office at 
609 Helmcken. 

So here I am, four and a half years later, my job 
at Carnegie stolen by Donald MacPherson (aye, 
sonny, ye canna trust the MacPhersons), me no 
longer walking and no longer tall and slim and 
blonde, living in an allegedly politically incorrect 
building in Downtown South. And having the time 
of my life!!! 

Ah, The Gathering Place, what a journey it's 
been. I wouldn't have missed it for anything. 
Three million dollars to purchase and renovate! A 
million dollars a year to run! 

December 6th (was) the Grand Opening. With 
the Mayor and Council in attendance, letters fiom 
the Premier, lots of food and fun and good times. 
Kind of makes me forget all the work and struggle 
and very tough times that went into the labour and 
birth of this place. 

Sometimes when there was nastiness or what 
seemed like an impossible roadblock, I closed my 
eyes and conjured up the faces of those folks who 

The Gathering Place 

Lee who wanted a place for friends dead of AIDS 
to be memorialized, and Larry who visited me 
every day to talk about a centre where the young 
and the old could enjoy programs together. Along 
with the youthful skepticism of Jody, and Steve 
and Peter. 

Working on the Gathering Place has been a 
challenge. Working with the folks of Downtown 
South has become my life, because now I'm one 
of you. I live here. This is my community. Every 
time I'm rolling along the streets, I'm gratefid that 
bossy old Joyce Preston made me move on over. 

Here's to us! 

By DIANE MacKENZIE 

(***This appeared in The Gathering Place 
Newsletter, and the opening was a smash hit! The 
place is incredible and the potential awesome!) . 



a 

I 
Mixing It Up 

i 

1 Fourteen months ago Charlotte Wong and Gus 
Shaw, two socially active students in the Carnegie 

j Learning Centre, came up with the idea that a play 
or series of skits dealing with life on social 

I 
assistance cold work as a powerful learning tool 
for our community. They decided to bring in a 

1 facilitator from Headlines Theatre to help us with 

1 In the November 15 issue I authored a story 
entitled "I thought." The piece is a fiction and does 

1 not reflect the identity of anyone, living or dead. 
I 

7. 
the idea Not only did Gus and Charlotte want to 
learn some basic theatre and writing skills, but 
they wanted to be able to help create our own 
cornrnunity facilitators - people who were part of 
this community, people who have many 
experiences to share, people whose voices are far 
too often ignored. 

After months of ups and downs, twists and turns, 
David Diamond and Saeideh Nassar Ali of 
Headlines Theatre were able to help make Gus and 
Charlotte's idea a reality. From Dec. 4-8 a 
wonderful woman from their organization, Jackie 
George, held a power play workshop at Carnegie. 
Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond their 
control, neither Gus nor Charlotte were able to 
attend. Our thanks and appreciation go out to both 
of them.. we miss each a lot. 

As for me, I never helped organize any workshops 
before coming to the Carnegie Community Centre. 
I've received a great deal of encouragement from 
our own Learning Centre and have had the 
valuable support of both Muggs Sigurgeirson, the 
Association's President, and Donald MacPherson, 
Carnegie's Director. I have now helped organise 5 
workshops. 

The goal I set a year ago was to combine or bring 
together Learning Centre students and members 
throughout this building and this community in a 
workshop that honoured and respected as many 
divergent voices as possible. This workshop has 
fulfilled part of that goal. 

The five-day commitment of the participants 
proves once again that this community is strong 
and able to do a lot for itself, when given the 
opportunity. Let's help create those opportunities! 

I urge everyone who reads this or hears about it to 
join us in organizing many more voices next year 
and, as corny as it may sound, I wish you all the 
best for the new year and many more to come. 

By LEIGH DONOHUE 

/ Leigh Donohue 



FLASJI! United We Can will, yes will be open on 
, 1 (hristmas Day. froin 2-4pm. FAR OUT!!! 

I wcruld like at this time to thank all the many 
people who have helped me, through 1995, with 
m y  life. Here goes: The Late Tom Lewis, Rev. 
Bmy Morris, Sam the barkeep, Philip & Lilly 
Wotig, May Woods & Angela Wu from Que 
I'asa. Me19 Christmas and Happy New Year to all 
and a special one to Ken, Howard, Neil and all the 
gang at United We Can. 
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Cordova East at 12ifty-Two. 
A building stands without a view, 

Joy to the world 
Welcome to EK' 
Unless you're on wel-fare 
Oh yes she is tough 
Oh yes I am tough 
'l'orrgller than Gordon or Jack 
'fcwgher than Gordon or Jack 
Joy's tile leader ol'the stay-away pack! 

Joy to l11e world 
Save the youth! 
C'ut them oft' we1 fare 
Oh yes her love is tough 
Oh jrcs my love is tough 
'I'ougher than Gordon or Sack 
Tougher than Gordon or Jack 
Joy's the leader of the tough love pack! 

Soy to the world 
A hniitlup fbr e~nployables 
C'ut their monthly c l q u c  
0 1 1  yes she will win votes 
O h  yes 1 will win votes 
More than Gordon or Jack 
More than Gordon or Jack 
Joy's the leader of the cut-back pack! 

From north to south, 
And emt to west, 
The bitlners try to do their best 

1'0 rid the streets of cans and grime, 

And bottles of late - it's about time! 

'Trashhopper 

End Legislated Poverty's 4th Annual 

12 Noon 
Thursday, December 21st 

Vancouver Cabinet Offices 
999 Canada Place 

Cutting welfare for the poorest 
to fund the poor is obscene. 

Speakers, Song, Skit by the ELPful Players, 
Santa and food, 



Cnrncgic: Cumrnu.nniiy Cenlre 
Part 1 

The Living Room Of The Downtown Eastside 

From the day of its opening on January 20, 1980, 
the Cru-negie Community Centre was an instant 
success. Residents had fought hard for it for seven 
years, and they had won an inspiring victory. As 
Libby Davies said, "the new Carnegie was a feast 
for people who had been famished for so long." 

Residents of the Downtown Eastside had won a 
heritage building that was strong in the tradition of 
public service. They had won an excellent staff, a 
library, a variety of programs that spoke to their 
needs, and new furniture. The Carnegie was first 
best, not second best, and its members were proud 
of it. Over time, it would become a model for 
inner-city community centses throughout North 
America. 

By May, 1980, one thousand people a day were 
coming to the Carnegie, and that number was 
growing. The library was being used so extensive- 
ly that the librarian, Ron Dutton, could not keep 
up with the demand for books. 
Carnegie was the living room of the Downtown 

Eastside. Robert Rich wrote in the Carnegit: 
Crescent on August 3 ,  1 981, "We like this place. 
We want it here. The Centre fills a huge vacuum in 
the Downtown Eastside. .. In the early stage, a 
great deal remains to be done. A great challenge is 
at h a d  and a great reward. The citizens of this 
wtnmunity are equal to and greater than the task. 
Therefore, I am grateful I can say I was there at the 
beginning." 
"If it (Carnegie) wasn't here, I'd likely be 

drinking," Ron Skinner said. (Library is haven to 
old and poor, by J. Deacon, Van. Sun 15/5/82). 9. 

"I'm very proud that I'm a member of this 
community and I've been so for forty years. I want 
to thank the staff of this (Carnegie) drop-in centre. 
God bless this building and the congregation here 
today," said Norman Wiles at Carnegie's fourth 
birthday party on January 20, 1984. 
"In a sense this is home ... I feel comfortable 

here ... People down in this area, they're working 
people," said Gary Poirier, the youngest survivor 
of the Second Narrows Bridge disaster (Haslings 
& Main, p. 136). 

Amron, a well-known performer at the Carnegie 
in the early years, caught the spirit of the place in a 
song: 

Stop ut Curnegie a while 
Lose thutfiown, put on a smile 
Something here for evetyone 
Lingering long past setting sun. 

Oh, stop at Carnegie a while 
Folks you '11 meet could stretch a mile 
You 'I1 be glad than you did say 
''I stopped at Carnegie today. * 

Karl wrote a poem in 1982 called Ballad of 
Carnegie. One verse went like this: 

A place where we can come and share 
Our joys and sorrows, hopes and cares. 
A place that gives us a chunce to be 
Part of a real community. 

Tora read his poem CARNEGIE at the sixth 
anniversary of the Centre on January 20, 1986. 
The opening lines are printed below: 

CARNEGIE DIDN'T JUST HAPPEN ALONG 
LIKE SOME FLOWER-GIRL IN 
THE BEER PARLOUR SMILlNG 
AND SELLING TEDDY BEARS. 

YEARS OF HARD WORK WENT INTO 
FORCING POLITICAL DRAGONS 
TO GIVE DREAMING ABOUT 

BUSINESS MEN'S CLlJBS & PARKING LOTS 



YEARS OF HARD WORK 
TO TURN THIS STONE BUILDING INTO 
SOMETHING LIKE SUNRISE. 

The book Hastinns & Main (New Star, 1987) is a 
project of the Carnegie Community Centre 
Association. It contains the stories of some of the 
Downtown Eastside old-timers, and the book is 
concrete proof that the neighbourhood has a long 
and proud history,. The stories of Robert Bruce, 
Charlie Bartlett, Norman Wiles, Katherine Kosta, 
Charlie Hodgkinson Sr., George Johnson, Willis 
Shaparla, John Bikeck, Moses Jimmy, Edna Peters 
Archie Miashita Susan Adamson, Albert Emond, 
Greta Yadley, Robert 'Cowboy' Ellis, Alfred 
Yesks, Gary Poirier Wally Hebblethwaite, Charlie 

New Canada Pension Plan (CPP) 
policy ensures poverty for life 

One of many recent changes to the welfare 
system is about to hit those who are least able to 
defend themselves - the elderly. Effective as of 
October 2, 1995, all recipients of GAIN and 
anyone applying for GAIN, aged 60 to 64, MUST 
apply for CPP benefits. As soon as a welfare 
recipient turns 60 they must also apply. 
Obviously, any CPP benefits will be deducted 
from the individual's cheque. 
When a person applies for CPP benefits before 

their 65th birthday, the basic pension is decreased 
by 0.5% for each month between the date benefits 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

; : a 0  P.M. - DOOM open t o  pubtic 6 0 ~  i n ( 0 . d  tour3 
0 4  t h e  blrilding 

2 : 0 0  P.M. - Opening Cenemonie, i n  t h e  Cteaz te  

- Loobing LLrck on t h e  Pmjrct w 

D o q  Pmdy. 0epur.y Oitecfox 06 
S o d  PLznning 2 

- Looking F o . w t d  
Jin McDou&, Catnegie CanCle Ditectox 

D 

* 

Locke and John Turvey are in this book. 
All these people were associated with Carnegie in 

the early days. Cowboy Ellis was a Carnegie 
board member at one time, and ran for City 
Council on a number of occasions. John Turvey of 
DEYAS was and is an outspoken fighter for 
justice. His ftrst youth program for youth in the 
Downtown Eastside was in Carnegie. 
Two communities closely associated with the 

Downtown Eastside, Chinatown and Japantown, 
also have long and courageous histories, We'll 
take a closer look at them next time. 

By SANDY CAMERON 
(to be continued) 

begin, to one month after the person's 65th 
birthday. Potentially, if a person applies for CPP 
at the age of 60, they automatically lose 30 per 
cent of their pension benefits. This decrease lasts 
for as long as the person collects their Canada 
pension. 
The Ministry of Social Services is forcing elderly 

recipients of GAIN to sign a document that will 
force them into a deeper level of perpetual 
poverty. The ministry is telling them that they 
can't have something they have already paid for 
through work. What used to be an option has now 
become policy, a policy to ensure poverty for 
BC's elderly. 

(From The Long Haul, with thanb to Kerry 
Armstrong.fi,r clarrlfication on penalties.) 



' MINDY TRAN G . GUST 

What k i n d  o f  t e e n a g e r  would s h e  hav  

,would s h e  have  c r u s h e s , a n d  d a t e s  o n  
S a t u r d a y  n i g h t s ?  
would h e r  g r a d e s  be  good i n  h i g h  

I n  t h i s  wor ld  I d o  d w e l l  w i t h  humani ty  
would s h e  g o  s k i i n g  o v e r  t h e  
I n t e r i o r  h i l l s  
or would s h e  p r e f e r  t o  s n u g g l e  
up w i t h  a  good book? 
HOW would s h e  h a v e  h a n d l e d  t h e  
t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  a l c o h o l  and d r u g s ?  
What would s h e  want  t o  d o  a f t e r  

, graduat ion??????????????????????  

I W e ' l l  n e v e r  know b e c a u s e  o f  ou  

G a r r y  G u s t  ' 9 5  

A w i n t e r  home f o r  l o g g e r s  o n c e ,  
A s a i l o r ' s  p o r t  o f  f a i r  
p l e a s u r e s  o f  a h a r b o r  

, F i b e r  McGee and M o l l y ,  Fo r  o n e  and a l l  t o  s h a r e .  

8 Mister McGoo and me, Then p o v e r t y  i n  t h i r t y - e i g h t  
, E l v i s  and Buddy H o l l y ,  Brough t  m a r c h e r s  f r e e ,  n i x  pay  

Popeye and Brenda  Lee. Holed up i n  t h e  C a r n e g i e  

M s .  G r e t a  Garbo s m i l i n g ,  To b a p t i s e  V 6 A. 

Muhammad A l i ' s  f i r s t  f i g h t ,  
The  y e a r s  b r o u g h t  many s t r a n g e r s  Unplugged bands  r e c o n c i l i n g  
Who s e e k e d  t h e  f reedom dream 
S e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  shadows 
F a r  from t h e  ill mains t r eam.  S i g h t i n g  Jon L i v i n g s t o n  s e a  g u l l  

S o a r i n g  down o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e ,  They c a r v e d  o u t  a  community 
1 C r i c k e t s  w i t h  B e a t l e s  and E a g l e s ,  I n  t h e  WE-po l i t i c s  way 
I Hid ing  o u t  l i k e  Howard Huges. S a v i n g  w a l l s  o f  s h e l t e r  

For  l o v e  o f  V 6 A .  P i e r r e  T rudeau  and p i z z a ,  
I Donald Duck and Bobby O r r ,  

A s  g e n e r a t i o n s  come and g o  1 Mechano sets and  l e g o e s ,  
T h i s  p a r t  o f  town h a s  been  

I J u s t i c e  i n  S i n g a p o r e !  
Growing e v e r  s t r o n g e r  
Behind t h e  common s c e n e .  S t a r i n g  a t  hazy  b l u e  m o u n t a i n s ,  

Leaning  on shady o l d  t rees ,  W i t h i n  t h e s e  w a l l s  above  t h e  s t ree ts  
Gambling w i t h  w i s h i n g  w e l l  f o u n t a i n s  The  p rob lems  we f i x  may 
Autumn, and a l l  t h i n q s  C h i n e s e .  Keep u s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  



The 
Greetings fellow Binners & Binnerettes. 

Merry C.31ristmas & Happy New Year. 
Sing Don Fie Lnk - Gung Hay Foe Choy 

I am very tl~ankful for another Chrishnas. It is so 
good to have all any fiiends in Vancouver near to 
me. Even though I don't go out binning I still try 
to keep busy. I was able to go to the Aquarium last 
Thwsday as they had a free day. I saw Quila, the 
baby Beluga, and the other sea creatures, It was 
very interesting. 

Congratulations to the Gathering Place on their 
grand opening on Dec. G - they had a ribbon 
ceremony with 24 ribbons. Among the cutters 
were Mayor McCheese, er Owen, and Emery 
Barnes, to whom I spoke about all the drugs and 
violence in the D. E.. Diane McKenzie, a. k.a. Lady 
Ui, was the MC. Good Luck! 

Once again we have another needless murder. Last 
week in the Dodson Hotel bar Helen Bowers was 
killed by some asshole. I kncw her. but not too 
well. 

All I can say is try to remember Christmas as a 
time of good will, love and peace, not violence. 

I hope we car learn to get along with each other. 
Even if I don't like someone, f try to see some 
good in them. 1 came very dose to death about 2 
weeks ago, so I know what I'm fatking about. 

If the weather gets warmer I know rnany places to 
bin aflm Christmas parties, so I should make out 
OK. Greetings from Grasshopper. 

May the bins be with you. 

Mr. McBinncr 

Vietoria,  V8V 1x4 
Dear Mr. Wilson: 

Because of Mr. Harcourt 's resiqnation,  and the 
NDP's turn to the R i q h t ,  I believe i t ' s  i n  the 
best  i n t e r e s t s  of Bri t ish  Columbia to  support 
you and the PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC ALLIAWF: i n  
the next provincial  e lect ion.  

L I t r u s t  the enclosed money order w i l l  cover my 



Technology, Fear, and an interestingly 
13. 

sophisticated gadget 
or 

Paranoia is 8 Megs of RAM And a Ton of Crapola 

Ain't technology grand: all the creature comforts 
a department can convince you You 
need (and trust me, you've been convinced fibre optic cables and its neural net of bits 'n bytes 

you're cognizant of bein& manipulated Or has its own tail in its own mouth. It requires a not). The ability to anonymously impersonate fear-drenched and paranoid populace to swallow 
anyone whoin you want to be, o'er the (and itself whole. And subjecting people to Big Brothw 

do my friend, indeed they do); all the tactics is a peat way of instilling fear.. was a peat 
complexities one could desire or not desire.. way of instilling fear would be more accurate. 

explained at length, obfuscating, or The medieval science of rule by subjection and its 
complexities again, reduced to a grade 4 primer distant, hydra-headed cousln of MAD - mutuallv 
example. 
Are these things to fear? Well.. yes & no. Yes, 

because as the metaphor goes, the devil is in the 
details and (being that devil is another word for 
people), a complex, technological society is a 

touch with modern reality as the Inquisition. Or, to 
put it more bluntly, Big Lies don't work anymore 
and are inherently bound for extinction. 
Too bad that philosophical reality won't dawn on 

the con artists of the world 'ti1 they've done a 
grand playfield for people so inclined ... and No, 
if, I repeat IF those souls living in any such society 
maintain that philosophical outlook penned by 
many long dead creators of free and democratic 
societies - that of an eternal vigilance. 

So what do you think vigilance means anyway? 
Is it an insecurity camera hanging over every 
shoulder, recording evely bowel movement and 
peccadillo? No. Most definitely not. That type of 
invasion of privacy is the vely thing holding 
within its schizophrenic illogic the seeds of its 
own destruction. To use allegory - this snake of 

Brian Mulroney off the high towe;. Everybody got 
yer score cards?! 

But that's not what I picked-up-pen to actually 
talk about. No, what I wanted to do was supply a 
bit of info, as this is the information age, 
concerning a new gadget on the market. 
Remember, the idea is not to fear it (technology), 
but to be awarelwary of it. So tuck this one in your 
memory for retrieval the next time you get a 
Christmas card. 

It seems there's this new gadget (sorry, I don't 
recall its proper name) closely related to the 



photocopier with the exception that it will digitdly 
slore tvltnt it copies. So inorrths later you can go 
back to the machine and retrieve, say, your old 
christtnas message, and print one anew. 

Now anyone with an I Q  of mom standard can 
speculate what a con artist could do with such a 
piece of technology. But take the specnlatioti 
further than n~erely forging a sipyat~we or fwo. 'TI y 
tnking it into that nether region that occupies a 
space between Rod Sm-ling's Twilight Zone and 
the X-Files. Jwt pictrlre  hilt some dever, 
satmbt~g, pig-brained genius could do if they got 
dloid of some personal iettas of yours and started 

reni~mgitig the words ... also a digitally exquisite 
copy of your handwriting that would require an 
extrcinely close exitlliinslion to determine its 
inauthent icity. 
Sure, that would never actuallly happen to yot~, 

gentle reader. After dl, what possible motive 
could someone have to go to such tr-ouble? B41t it 
does present an interesting aspect of this new and 
faster technology. - and that is that while technolo- 
gy may be improving at exponential rtltes, pcople 
are not machines and aren't as easily improved 
upon. And Yes, Virginia, con artists and charlatans 
do exist. 
So next you get a clwist~nas card, check the 

postmark a little more closely. cause sonletiirres 
things arc: not quite what they seem. 

Merry C'hris~mas 
'The E-leret ic 

&e&e eht 
On November 29th. Marma Harpe told us about 

her adventures in Ireland Manna cycled all around 
the outskirts of Ircland until she came to Dcrry I: 

Her b~cyclc was stolen outside a shop. Bags \ 
?. 

attacl~cd to the bicycle conta~nmg money, crcd~t c 
'L 

cards, clothcs and flight tickets were also taken , 
However, ~t nas not long bcforc the offers of help I 

started to flood in. Among the nlatqr calls mas one 
from a local businessman, Kevtn McDaid, who 
gave Marina a bic) clc and accessories I11 Vancou- 
ver, and Canada as a whole,  fa tourist gets t 

robbed there is no big fuss made - certainly nothing 
~ 

to this extent 
Marma also met nit11 Mqror John Kerr of Derry 

uho was grcatlq saddened bj. the theft. Marina 
appreciated the gcncrosity of Dcrry people and 
mrote a poem to say thanks. 

There was a young girl on her bike 
Upon ~vhiclt dirty thieves (lid strike 
But in I j e r~v  she.found 
Human saints all around 
W/zo helped change her tragcci~i to delight. 

Marina said that there arc so man!, delightful 
pcoplc in Ireland.. a hich matches the sceneqp Irish 
citizens are usually poor and most are involvcd in 
agriculture. especially sheep farming. Marina's 
advcnturcs made IIIC wish I co~ild visit that 
enchanted land 

B! IRENE SCHMIDT 





THURSDAY DECEMBER 1 4  FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 
SPEAKING IN CHALK/LEARNING CENTRE 

CELEBRATION 
2:OO-5:O-: 3rd floor 

CBRIS'PMAS GIFTS 6 DECORATION MAKING 
1:OO-4:OOp; Lane Level 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 16 
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

11-2pm - Tbaatro 

Fun, food & gifts from Santa 
Free t ickets at In•’o Desk - Dea. 9 

M?WK MAKING 

1-4pm; h a t i o n  TBB 

- 

LONGEST NIGHT 
Eventa TBA 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 2 4 ,  1995 
CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION 

OPliar ALL XZGHT 213 7:OOdn 
Cabaret, videos, refreshments from 6:OOpm on 

A L t e  evening m e a l  a t  Il:OOpu, Christmas Breakfast 5:00 rm 

EVERYTHING FREE ! 

T" 
MONDAY DECEMBER 25 

% CHRISTMAS DINNER 
5 p ;  theatre 

Tiaketm $3.00 a t  ooncersion f i n .  h a .  18 

PARAGUAYAN BARP MUSIC BY MIKE ABSOLCQrl 

R 7 7  VIDEOS - 7pm-lo:oa~pa; Theatre 

..LJV- I I . . - i  

BOXING lZAY TURKEY DINNER/ 

I HZIH A VISIT FROM SANTA 
s f l f i a r n w  v ""?EMBER 18 3 s i t w s  - 2:30:4:00;5:30/ 

Ticket. at info - %day D m .  IS/= 

SUNDAY DECEMBE1. - .  
BALLROOM DANCERS' DINNER & DANCE 

Dinrule tiokrts a10raLlabJa a t  Info h a .  10 
or a t  W e  a l u s r  SIlndrys 1-l/DinrUr a t  fpm 

6:30-14rrs/M---- Y-?--- 1 

L * I V L Y U I I ~  U . L  

ULTURAL SHARING WINTER GATHERING 
Dnuning, Dancing, Celebration 

6:OO-10:OOp - Theatre 
CULTURAL SHARING ARTS & CRAFTS 

10:OO-4:OOpn;Theatre 

PINATA MAKING WORKSHOP 

AVI;(UUAA. Y W '  

&ANNUKAH 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 21 

9 TUESDAY DEcEEa3ER 26 

PARAGDAYAN HARP MUSIC 
by Mike Absolom 

KARAOKG WITH ROB SMITH 
7:OO-10:O- 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 29 
2:30-5:OQEm: 2nd floor, non-mmking lounge 

POET'S NIGHT 
rFTTFCnIV nF-jE:R 19 ~:oo-10:oopm; theatre 

DINNER SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 
5: 3QEm; 2nd floor 

!Ci&etm $2.50 a t  Concession 
NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 

Music by 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS & DECORATION MAKING 
l-4:oopa; I;uu &wl 

HANNAUKAH FILMS 
6:30-10: 3Op; theatre 

Rea snacks & p&ty favours 
7:OO-12:30am; theatre 

MONDAY JANUARY 01/96 
NEW YEAR'S DAY DINNER 

Tiakot .  $3.00 2t Conoesdon Wad. DM. 2 7  

KARAOXE With Rob Smith 
7-1+ - thaatrr 

*Note* - There will be no paper on January 1st. 



CEIRIS'I'MAS DINNER 

Saturdnv, December 16 
tJnion Gospel Mission 

6 16 East Cordova - 10:30-6:30 prn 

St. James Church 
303 East Cordova - 4:00 prn 

Meal for Seniors (tickets needed: 42 1-4383) 
Arbutus Shopping Centre - 3:00 pm 

Sunday, D~cemberl7 - 
Sisters of Atonelnent (Adults only, please) 

385 East Cordova - 12:OO-4:30 pm 

Crabtrce Co~nerlShewsylIiay-C:atn/Quest 
Single Parents (application needed: 689-2808) 

Monday, December 18 
St. Andrew's Wesley Church 
Hurrard & Nelson - 4:00 pm 

Fridav. December 22 
Downtown Eastside Women's Centre 

44 ECordova - 12 noon - Women only, please 
(tickets needed; available from Dec. 1 1-20) 

Saturdav. December 23 
Reel Appetites in Qppenheimer Park 

1 :00 pm 

Mondav, December 25 
La Quena 

1 1 1 1 Com~nercial Drive - 500  prn (vegetarian) 
StJames Church - 303 E.Cordova - 12-2:00 pm 

Food, dothing, toys and surprises 

Harbour Light 
119 E, Cordova - 10:30-3:00 pin 

The Dugout - 59 Powell St. 
Open around the clock-snacks, soup, sandwiches 

Tuesdav, December 26 
Carnegie Community Centre 

40 1 Main St., - tickets needed. 



HAIKU 

my poems in a library 
tonight 
I sleep in the wind 

police 
come with sledgehammer 
the door is open 

in line in the rain 
at the food bank 
a child screams 

I pull the cord 
night disappears 
roaches run everywhere 

NOT SAFE TO OCCUP 
posted on the doorway 
of my home 

lois in the big smoke 
homeless and broke 
in a wheelchair 

I broke in here to sleep 
but can't sleep 
. . . listening. . . 

This work by Bud is incredible. Get it and pass on 
what you have learned. (May the form be with you) 



The Fraser Institute 

FLOISF A A ~ F F S O  

It was a dark & stormy day.. and Michael 
Walker of the Fraser Institute. a rabidly right-wing 
tank that does much of what passes for thinking to 
justify cutting all social programs, privatising and 
deregulating everything, and cheering on tax 
breaks for the wealthy and corporations and being 
at the vanguard of the corporate agenda.. Michael 
said that Eloise Anderson, the head of California's 
Welfare Department, had ideas and policies that 
were "con~pletely compatible with the Fraser 
Institute." Hmmm 

Walker said this when Gordon Campbell, that 
champion of the wealthy, spoke on Dec.5th. 
Anderson appears to be the darling of the 
corporate media as well for her ideas on families 
and what's called AFDC - Aid for Families with 
Dependent Children - in the States. I went and 
listened for the asides, quips and audience reaction 
to her talk, hoping to get an insight into what 
rhetoric (yes, that word comes up all the time) the 
right and politicians will be slamming home in the 
coming year as BC goes to the polls. 

First, Ms. Anderson gave a very down to earth 
talk, but had some gaps in her viewpoint..gaps that 
were eagerly- shared by many in the room. She 
referred to people who work being upset at 
providing money for people who "don't do 
anything." She called AFDC out of date, said that 
children were already largely abandoned, that the 
government made a poor parent, that families had 
to be kept together and the man made more 
attractive than welfare. 

She gave a fair amount of time to saying that 

teenage mothers were unfit to join the workforce, 
due to "never having learned discipline or 
subordinate skills (as opposed to insubordination, 
another fundamental to her idea of the problem 
with single parents.) 

She gave credence to the stereotype that people 
who work have two advantages over those who 
don't - the first is that they get up (out of bed) and 
the second is that they show up at work (as 
opposed to not going anywhere, I suppose). Her 
ideas behind cutting hundreds of dollars from 
parents on AFDC include: 

making the manlfather more attractive than 
welfare by providing incentives to work; 
finding work seems to be possible for illegal 
immigrants so it is therefore possible for 
citizens (no mention (or thought?) of type of 
uork. conditions, wages, etc.) and that many 
immigrants find it possible to send money 
home so talk of minimum \\!age being 
unliveable is wrong; 
training and bringing people to the doorway of 
minimum wage is all the government is requir- 
ed to do.. that trying to prepare people for jobs 
that pay higher than minimum wage is a waste; 
people are personally responsible for their 
poverty and for getting themselves out of it 
day-care is better left to friends and relatives 
than 'centres' 
disabled people should work, beginning by 
figuring out what they can do 
family should help out first. govcrnment last 
incentives to get traininglwork are children, so 
if someone gets pregnant too soon, before ever 
working, they should not be able to get 



government aid; "you can't take out until 
you've put in" 
other incentives include time limits for social 
housing and income assistance - after so many 
monthslyears the benefits of welfare are cut off 

The one question written down and asked (tFs 
time) by this writer had to do with fraud: 

"Welfare fraud is statistically 2-3%. Opinion has 
it as high as 40%. What is your opinion and what 
comments do you have on the difference?" 
Walker sputtered in disbelief at the first statement 

but asked the whole question. (He'd refused to ask 
a similar question to Gordon Campbell the week 
before.) Anderson stated that welfare fraud in 
California is "50-60% and, based on the 'truth' of 
her opinion, proceeded to talk about investigations, 
home visits and all the usual 'tips from 
neighbours' stuff. She didn't even hear the real 
question on the difference between fact (2-3%) and 
opinion (40-50-60%) 

The talk and question & answer finished with 
Ray Addington, reading his spontaneous reaction 
to her inspiring words; he thanked her for coming 
and speaking on the same day that "special 
interests" were holding the city of London, 
Ontario, up for ransom by denying 'normal' people 
the "right to go to work". He gave her a Fraser 
Institute scarf. Everyone bubbled on the way out of 
how right she was to get these "poor girls to stop 
having babies. " 

One chilling comment was "we have to stop the 
whole goddamned thing" meaning all social 
programs.. just like in every other Third World 
country.. . 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

WORK! 

"Renewed" welfare system 
is cutting off people in need 

"Who's going to take responsibility for the first 
death?" That's what Alayne Keough wants to 
know. Alayne is an advocate at the Downtown 
Eastside Residents' Association. By Dec. 8th she 
had already tried to help eight people who had 
been turned away by the Ministry of Social 
Services because they came from outside BC. 

For the last few weeks BC Social Services 
Minister Joy MacPhail and federal Human 
Resources Minister Lloyd Axworthy have battled 
over BC's new rule that people coming to the 
province can't collect welfare until they have been 
here for three months. The rule went into effect on 
December 1 st. While the two politicians fight it 
out, people are being turned away from Social 
Services' offices with nothing in sub-zero weather. 

Keough tried to help one young woman who had 
saved up her money, arranged to stay with fi-iends 
and look for work in BC. She came here, got sick, 
had to go to hospital for a week, and was left 
penniless. She didn't even have enough money for 
medicine. She applied for welfare and was turned 
down. Her fiends are afraid that they'll get 
evicted if she stays much longer. She's still sick. 

"I just feel like sitting down and crying," says 
Alayne, "but these people need food so 1 can't." 

Keough had to give a young Alberta couple, out 
here to look for work, a list of places where you 



-.- .- - --- - 
can get free food. She doesn't know where they'll 
sleep. 
"Lookout (an emergency shelter) gives priority to 

people coming out of hospital," she explains. "No 
one knows what's going to happen to them the 
next day. People are so angry. 'They talk about 
beating the workers up. I try to focus their anger 
on the politicians, not on the workers who don't 
have the power." 

One of the social services workers told Alayne, 
"We're under a microscope for everything we 
hand out. We can't do our job. We're doing things 
we don't believe in." 

Leslie Campbell, an advocate at First United 
Church, has similar stories and feelings. The BC 
government keeps saying it is more humane than 
Alberta, but the Church just helped a young man 
go to Alberta because their program of three 
weeks of workfare and life in a hostel held more 
hope that being hungry and homeless in 
Vancouver. 

A man from the Yukon, looking for work in BC, 
was also denied welfare. He told Campbell that 
would never happen in Whitehorse. "If you can't 
be part of the community and assist people in 
trouble, why are you here," he wondered about the 
Ministry. 
A landed immigrant from Afi-ica used all his 

money to get to BC to look for work in 
November. AAer not finding a job, he applied for 
welfare in December and was turned down. "This 
is not the country it says it is," he noted. 
"There's no way he could have known about the 

residency requirement," Campbell explained. 
Campbell is angry about another Social Services 

policy. The Ministry now refuses to reimburse 
people who have endorsed cheques or cash stolen. 
One of Campbell's clients, a woman with a severe 
disability, was robbed. She called police, then 
asked Social Services to replace the money. A 

person in the Ministry told Campbell, "We don't 
have to help people like that. If she gets evicted, 
we'll put her in a hostel. She can go to the Food 
Bank for food." 
"They have no concept of what this means to a 

woman who needs to use a wheelchair," says 
Campbell. "She can't gel to a food bank. She'll 
lose her subsidised housing. The government has 
taken away all capacity for Ministry workers to be 
human and flexible." 
"Evil" is the word that Campbell uses to describe 

what people in need face when they deal with the 
"renewed" Ministry of Social Services. "These 
policies have nothing to do with making the 
system better for BC. We don't see a similar bare 
bones cut to politicians' salaries," she says. 

When the federal government abdished the 
Canada Assistance Plan last year, it made it legally 

possible for provinces to deny welfare to people in 
need, to reduce welfare below what people need to 
live on, to end the appeal process for people on 
welfare, and to force people to work and train for 
welfare. Lloyd Axworthy is mad at BC because 
MacPhail abolished the only right he didn't get rid 
of - the right to income assistance when in need 
regardless of what province you are from. Alberta 
and Quebec have violated the right not to have to 
work or train for welfare, but Axworthy didn't 
seem to notice that one. New Brunswick and other 
provinces violated the right to an amount of 
income that takes into account budgetary 
requirements, but Axworthy ignored that. 
Now BC has abolished only one of the five rights 

and already people are being forced hungry into 
the streets. Unless we stop the federal government 
from implementing the Canada Health and Social 



- 
Transfer Act on April 1 st, all the welfare rights for 
citizens in need will be gone. 

Last year, one in six British Columbians needed 
welfare at some point in the year. Most people are 
only a spouse, a job, or an illness away fiom 
welfare. Without the rights in the Canada 
Assistance Plan, provinces will be able to deny 
assistance to people for any reason. Provinces 
won't even have to have a welfare system. 

The three month residency requirement is 
showing British Colurnbians what happens when 

social services are Americanized. The Canada 
Health and Social Transfer Act will make things 
worse. DERA director Barb Daniel told a rally 

governments have said, "We don't care that 
people are sleeping in the streets and don't have 
food." 

... is  that the kind of govenunent we redly want? 

By JEAN SWANSON 

An3 How Poor Wmc You? 
(For Hollinger Inc., Imperial Oil, Noranda 
Inc., Thomson Corporation ...) 

When I was a little girl, we were so poor my 
mother stuffed newspapers in my boots to keep my 
feet warm in the winter. 
At33 how poor were you? 
We were so poor that my grandmother, Sarah, 

my grandfather, George my uncles Reuban, 
Morris, Sam, Ralph and Ezra, my auntie Joyce, her 
children, Zvi and Deborah, my mother Hazel, my 
father Desmond, my brother David and I all lived 
together in a mortgaged 4-bedroom house. 
At33 how poor wcre you? 
We were so poor that in my early childhood my 

mother, father, brother and I lived in a dimly lit 
tenement three flights up and shared a bathroom 
with the other tenants & when my mother was 
pregnant with my brother she had to walk up and 
down those stairs. 
At33 how poor were yow? 
We were so poor I had no shoes and got glass in 

the soles of my feet when I walked outside. When I 
called an ambulance, they gave me hell because it 

wasn't an emergency. 
At33 how poor were you? 
We were so poor I had to live in noisy hotels with 

cockroaches in my bed that crawled all over my 
body and in my hair and clothes and all over the 
god-damn place. Once when I had poured hot 
water from my kettle into a cup of instant coffee 
and started sipping, I sensed something between 
my lips. It was a 1-inch long cockroach. 
Aw3 how poor were you? 
I was so poor,. hungry, tired and angry that I 

sought food, rest and solace on psychiatric wards 
where I was given uppers and downers, put in 
restraints, quiet rooms and was forcibly injected 
with Haldol that left my muscles aching for days. 
At33 how poor wcre you? 
I understand you have $40 billion owing in 

deferred taxes. You know that Canada's deficit is 
$32.7 billion. 

but what you can do for your country." 

Thank you. 
By ANITA STEVENS 



TODAY 

7'oday I 'rrx gonna do it 
I've had it up to Here" 
I'm totally Pissed Off 
Today I'm gonna Kick the Ass 
Of the man called God Almighty 
A Bang in all Creation 
Echoing through the Spheres 
To land on the place I like the be: 
For it is attached to me. 

A sense of Wonder 
A sense of Curiosity 
A sense of Amazement 

- Willonedsry 
Be worth more than Money 

When I stand before the Throne 
of Almighty God 
It will not matter 
?hat I didn't finish high school 

When 1 stand before the Throne 
of Eternal Love 
It will not matter 
Whether I've been good or bad 

When I stand before the Throne 
of Eternal Truth 
It will not matter 
What I do in this Earth 

I stand before the Throne 
To many a sweet Lady of Light 
and two become One. 

A little comrnon sense 
Goes further, faster, 
Than all the bucks 
in the world. 

What is ?'rntlf? 
Is it something that makes our emotions respond with good vibrations? 
Is it something that makes our thoughts jump over limits that are programmed into us from birth? 
Is it so~nething that makes our feelings fly higher and faster than they ever have before? 
Is it something that we are all born with or do we have to earn it? 
Is it something to ask questions about or do we just accept it'? 
How do we know when we have it? 
Are we supposed to bend atoms to our will or accept them as intelligent, loving beings? 
Why does fife have to suf'fer in pain md misery? 

Science contains one third 
Religion contains one third 
Magic contains one third 
In  m y  Being, 1 have to bring all three together to fonn a 
truth that explains life in a tovi~ig way. 

The Unified Field lheory is very simple 

All Life is contained in it 
The Spirit rnakes Life move. 
O~ie eternal, loving light of Consciousness i s  guiding the Spirit. 



The City of Vancouver Planning Department had 
an "Open House" in Carnegie's Theatre to show 
matx and pictures and get everyone flush with 

I 
pride and excitement about the Victory Square 
Neighbourhood Plan. One of the 12 or 15 maps 
had the words 'Downtown Eastside' on it, and 
they were in the middle of Oppenheimer Park. 

Naughty people, unnamed to protect the city 
staff, had and have a problem. We won't be 
rendered invisible by being ibmored. "East 
Downtown Neighbourhoods" is a cute way of 
losing the D.E. amongst Gastown, Chinatown, 
Japantown, Strathcona, Victory Square ... and 
poof! the Downtown Eastside vanishes! ! ! 
The situation was corrected and some planners 

got upset. One couldn't get past telling each of us 
that he was "angry" - and we'd be so blown away 
about hurting his feelings that the falling at his feet 
in apoplectic sorrow would be anti-climactic. 

It's not a matter of verbiage, but the spiritual 
significance. We are here ... ........ .. .... .... .. ... . . ...... . . ... . 



Nature Cure 
ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST 

What water logged beings 
does this rainforest nourish 

sleeping now 

Yet 
ready to slither out 
one soggy sodden night 
to drown all your joys 
all your yuletide toys 
in a quagmire 
of time? 

More obituary poetry 
Another one bites the dust 
It's not funny anymore 
Not just the song on the radio 
It's reality, my reality 
We're losin 'em daily 
to suicide, booze & O.D. 
These were men I knew & loved 
I've looked into the eyes of 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
held onto Eds, Bills & Georges 
for dear life, mine & theirs 
'Lost another man to that loco-motion 
the downward spiral 
that sucks 'em in & under 
Another man went back to dance with death 
to play hard-ball with the devil 
They are the Creator's children 
They're not mine to own 
Rest in peace? 
Time will tell 
T'is better to have loved & lost? 
Maybe, but it hurts like hell 
Y'heard of "Mothers Against War" 
"Mothers Against Drunk Drivers" 
well this scripted scream is another chapter of 
"Friends & Lovers Against Chemical Genocide' 
We don't send our boys overseas 
They're Iivln' in the war zone 
Lay down yer arms yer noses & mouths 
Surrender before it kills you! 

Diane Wood Nov.22'95 
Welfare Wednesday, that's right 
Who else is going to die tonight? 
Dedicated to George Cole, Tom Lewis, George 
BuchaqBill Hynds,Bill Geenaille,Nom,Mark,L 



DOWNTOWN ST0 CLINIC - 219 b i n ;  Monday - Friday, 10a.m. - 6p.m. 

EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9a.m. - 8p.m. every day 

YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - on the street every night, 6p.m.-2a.m. 

ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 

1995 DONATIONS 
P a u l a  R.-$20 
C e c i l e  C.-$12 
Wm. B .  -$25 
L i l l i a n  H.-$40 
Sonya S .-$200 
E t i e n n e  S.-$15 
A.Withers -$20 
Ros i t ch  -$16 
K e t t l e  F.S.-$16 
Hazel M.-$16 
Joy T.-$20 
Bea F.-$30 
Bruce -$4 
F r a n c i s  -$so 

Diane M.-$25 
Libby D.-$25 
Nancy H.-$16 
L i s a  E.-$8 
Lorne T .-$50 
M e 1  L.-$20 
S a r a  D.-$16 
Col leen  E .-$I6 
Bruce 5.-$30 
B i l l  S.-$2 
Ray -$12 
Diane M.-$20 
Jerome -$2 
CEEDS -$50 

(except Mondays, 6p.m.-midnight) 

T I C  NEWSLETTER IS A PUELICAIWN OF 1lIE 
CARNEGIE COMMUNIlY CENIRE ASSOClAllOH 

Arllcles rrpresrnl Ihe vltwr oilndlvldurl 
conlrlbulor 8 md not o l  Ihe Assoclrllon. 

I Submission Deadline 
for the next issue: 

. 11 January.. 
Thursday 1 

Anonymous -$165.75 I I 

NEED HELP? 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 
can help you with: 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 

Come in 

any welfare problem 
information on legal rights 
disputes with landlords 
unsafe living conditions 
income tax 
UIC problems 
finding housing 
opening a bank account 

 to the Dera office at 9 East Hastings St. 
or phone us at 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

F.OR 2 1  YEARS. 



CASINO? WHAT CASINO? 

This Spring, at a special meeting of the 
Downtown EastsideIStrathcona Coalition, Mike 
Harcourt promised a hundred or so grateful 
constituents that there were IjQ prospects for a 
Trade & Convention/Hotel complex on the eastern 
side of Canada Place; whoever did win the big 

I Jackpot, it would not be the Port's proposal. 
They're back! "They" being the new improved 

VLC group, now polished up with a glitzy new 
name: Greystone Properties Limited. Two officials 

I 
of this group met with Barb Daniel and I at DERA 
on Dec. 8th.. to "test the atmosphere'' for any 
existing fallout from their last bombshell. 
These people already knew about Harcourt's 

commitment to the neighbourhood and seemed 
quite unconcerned about it. Why would they go to 
the trouble and expense of making a formal 
presentation for this site unless they got 

, encouragement from somebody somewhere to 
"keep up the good work"? 
Over and above every objection outlined to them, 

be it horrendous trafic patterns, the devastation of 
Crab Park's usability, expansion of the 
entertainment zone right through the Downtown 
Eastside for big-spending tourists, is the main 
horrific fear of a future casino on site. 
"THERE WILL HE NO C4SIN01" 
We have that assurance from them; it is not part 

of their design component. Even though we don't 
seem to be able to cash in many "assurance chips" 
these days - there you have it. 

What's also startling about this little developer 
dogfight, coming to a neighbourhood near you 
soon as the tour unfolds, is that the city is heavily 
involved in coordinating and assisting each of 
these promoters in putting the best gloss they can 
on their presentations. 
The City? Is this the same entity that owns Latwill 

Park (the former bus depot near the Q.E. Theatre), 
rumoured to be worth about $25 million on the 
open market, the very site (no casino here either) 
that Concorde Pacific needs to buy to proceed 
with its bid? Why do the words conflict of interest 

spring readily to mind in such a scenario? 
It is indeed a world of wonders. 
This whole mess is scheduled to get "full 

discussion" at 3 public meetings, the first of which 
is already passed. (Anybody hear about it? An 
unfortunate oversight, no doubt.) In the new year 
another meeting will be held in the West End and 
one more at the Chinese Cultural Centre. In the 
meantime, the pitch men from all these developers 
will be busy working the crowd. 
If you or any organisation you are active with are . - 

contemplating meeting withthem, be prepared to 
come away with a warm glow and a mitt full of 
assurances and expressions of good will. 
We are, afier all, working towards the same 

outcome, aren't we? 
World Class Crass: it don't come easy. Oh, and 

don't forget, no casino! BY IAN MacRAE 

HAMPION of VANCOUVER 



Refugee Coast 

they come from toronto maritimes labrador 
refugee habs fans leaf fans or 

- \- ' 

cA 

just fans of 2 round meals b F T r  
a day F *&$.,+ :& * *,f 2 . -  r w  - u - 
they want so little, only food shelter tS";?- ;p% 
NOT ?$+$a,&$ .-r 3 

business allexpensepaid lunches dinners etc. b$$ LA, 

NOT i 
expensive joy McFashions 

plush luxury cars to sleep in 
NOT 
penthouse apartments and plush suites , 
NOT 
overpaid salaries like so many administrators - 
just the right to live in peace 
but that pseudo-humanist says NO 
let the sender pay 

ja douglas I 

Wet Winter Solstice 

Water never ending 
drowning very water 
turns westcoast 
rainforest 
into drainforest 

under such unending 
precipitation 
it seems 
Christmas 
never was 

and if the 
hallowed event 
did hap to happen 
in the wet dream 
of some saint or seer 

'mas but a drop 
of wine in the ocean 
of banny 
father 
time. 
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NATIVE PEOPLE DENIED USE OF 
IJNITED CHURCHES IN PORT ALBERNI; 
Justice Coalition accuses the Church of 

ongoing racism 

The two United Churches in Port Alberni have 
both refused to let a native family use their 
premises for a memorial service. As a result, the 
family and their friends were forced to hold the 
service in the local Oddfellows' Hall on Friday, 
December 1 st. 

The service n7as held in memory of Cecilia 
Ambrosc, who died in a slum apartment fire in 

Port Alberni last September,. More than fifty 
people attended, the majority native. 

St. Andrew's Unitcd Church responded to the 
fmily's rcqucst for use of their sanctuary by 
claiming that this space was alrcady booked. 
Howevcr, this turned out to be false. 

First United Church flatly refused the family's 

request. A church representative told one of 
Cecilia's relatives that they couldn't use the 
sanctuary because the church board didn't approve 
of the minister who was to conduct the service. 

"This is the same kind of abuse and racism we've 
been getting from that church for years," said a 
local native elder. "Not a thing has changed since 
the residential school days. I'll never set foot in 
those churches again." 

Justice in the Valley, a coalition of native and 
low-income groups in Port Alberni, has called for a 
public apology by the two United Churches for 
their insult to the native community and Cecilia 
Ambrose's family. The coalition has also 
announced its intention of commencing a public 
inquiry into the United Church and its relationship 
with poor and native people. 

For more information: 
-Jack McDonald: 723-2892 (Port Alberni) 
-Kevin McNamee-Annett: 822-0075 (Vancouver) 

United Church Picketed ur~disclosed murders of native children at two 

by L Q W - ~ C O ~ ~  Groups residential schools run by the United Chorch. 
The United Church still won't release Kevin to 

A dozen people from Port Alberni and 
Vancouver picketed the head offices of the United 
Church on Dec. 12 to demand the release of a 
minister fired and blackballed for his support for 
First Nations and poor people. 
The protesters held an impron~ptu press 

conference on the sidewalk outside the church 
offices on Fourth Avenue. All of the mainline 
media were present. 

Rev. Kevin McNamee-Annett was fired without 
notice or cause fiom his Port Alberni church last 
January after he had uncovered evidence of 

work and support his family of four. Kevin has 
been on UIC For some months. 

Jack McDonald of the Port Alberni Metis Society 
and R candidate for the leadership of the HC NDP, 
presented a "Public Srn~~mons" to United Church 
officials that ordered them to appear before a 
"CitizensTo~ninission of Inquiry into the United 
Church" that will comnlence in Port Alberni on 
Jatluay 22, 1996. 

'"T'he United Church has been caught knee-deep 
in scandal and wrongdoing, and we're calling 
them to account for it," said McDonald. "My first 



would begin a "Hunger Fast for Justice" on 
Januaq I st if he hasn't been released by the 
church to work by then, arid if the food bank 
closed by the church wasn't re-opened. 

-5 Kcviil commented: 
"The United Church has taken food from hungry 

kids and has thought nothing wrong about it. T h y  

&@ -$$&- ~nay even have covered up murders. Jesus would 
225 

be sick if he could see all of this. Maybe my fast 
m 3 0  

a6 will help change this evil in the church." 
The church's response? "No comment." 

act as leader of the NDP will be to launch a 'The struggle continues. Contact Kevin at 822- 
governtnent investigation into this church, 0075 for ways that you can help in this fight for 
especially in relation to their residential schools." justice. 

Kev. Kevin announced at the pickettine that he Rev. 0. . -- Lou Shinary 




