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N E W S L E T T E R  APRIL 15,1997. 

401 Main St., Vancouver V6A 2T7 (604)665-2289 

Let's Keep tl Lre Vision Alive 

Kassem Aghtai, 

Woodwards 
Belongs To Us ... 
@ O m  Not  to Kassem Aghtai 



DEVELOPMENT PERMIT HEARING 
for the 

WOODWARD'S BUILDING 

MO-AY, - R X L  21 AT 3 E, 
(this is the 2nd item on the agenda, so it probably won't come up ti1 4 pm) 

YOU CAN SIGN UP TO SPEAK OR WAIT UNTIL THE MEETING 
TO SIGN UP, CALL CAROL HUBBARD AT CITY HALL: 873-7469 

For more information, please call Jeff Sommers at 254-6207 or 665-22 

Dear Neighbour, 

By now you will have heard that FAMA Holdings has abandoned its involvement with the Woodwards 
Coop. This is a deal that would have provided 200 social and coop housing units in a part of the Downtown 
Eastside that is pivotal to the neighbourhood's future. 
Instead, Kassem Aghtai, the owner of FAMA, has announced that he will proceed with a totally market- I 

driven development of 367 condos and 3 floors of commercial and retail space. Aghtai blames BC Housing 
for the delays and problems which he claims are the reason he has reneged on this deal. Yet, there was only 
one outstanding issue remaining before the negotiations between FAMA and the Woodwards Coop would 
have been completed. And even that would have been resolved by April I had FAMA not delayed on 
reaching a final agreement. 
The Woodwards Coop would have given the community a stake in and some control over a part of the 

Downtown Eastside which is being placed under immense development pressure. Without it, we will be stuc 
with a gigantic market steam roller that will push redevelopment east along Hastings Street, eventually 
pressing onto Main. This will not only change the streetscape, it will also shove people along in front of it. 
you think we have problems now, just wait for another 2 years when FAMA has built almost 400 condos in 

- - -  

Woodwards. 
BUT This is not yet a done deal. Support for mixed housing in the Woodwards Building is now very - 

widespread. Even the Vancouver Sun supports it. A Sun editorial points out: "As Woodward's goes, so goes 
the Downtown Eastside." 

I f  enough community, political and economic pressure is brought to bear on Kassem Aghtai and his 
associates at FAMA they will be forced to re-enter the deal on which they have reneged. 

You and your organization have a vital role to play in bringing Aghtai back to the table. On April 21 there 
will be a Development Permit Hearing held s t  City Hall to consider final approval of FAMA's plans 
for Woodwards. It is imperative that as many individuals and organizations as possible make presentations 
to the Development Permit Board. The community needs to tell civic officials that without community 
housing, the redevelopment of Woodwards is not acceptable. 
The City should rescind the heritage density bonus it has given to FAMA that makes an all market project 

economically feasible. It needs to send a message to this developer, and to other developers, that he can't 
steam roll this community just because it is poor. Those days are over for good. 

Please come to the Development Permit Hearing on Monday, April 21 at 3 PM at City Hall and let 
them know. To have your name added to the speakers' list, please call Carol Hubbard at 873-7469. 
The Hearing begins at 3 PM and Woodwards is the second item on the agenda, starting at about 4 

PM. You do not have to sign up ahead of time to speak. 
You can also call the Mayor's ofice at 873-762 1 and tell him that you support his efforts to bring FAMA 
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back on board and tell him that without community housing this development should not go ahead. 3. 
For more information, please call us 

Jeff Sommers - 254-6207 1 Tom Laviolette - 689-0397. 

FOR IMMEDZATE RELEASE 
Community groups claim betrayal over Woodward's cancellation 

Downtown Eastside community groups have renewed their opposition to developer Kassem Aghtai's plan to 
fill the former Woodward's department store with upscale condominiums. 
About 30 people representing key neighbourhood groups convened an emergency meeting Sunday to resp- 

ond to Friday's news that Aghtai's firm, Fama Holdings, has pulled out of a partnership with the community 
and the provincial government to incorporate co-op housing in the old Woodward's building on Hastings St. 
"Without the co-op included in the project, Woodward's is now the biggest force for gentrification in the 

neighbourhood," said Muggs Sigurgeirson, president of Carnegie Community Association. She predicts Fama 
will face fierce community opposition if it goes ahead with its original plan. "If it's going to be all condos, 
there will no hope for this community, and equally no support from this community." 
Aghtai claimed Friday that B.C. Housing officials had put up unreasonable roadblocks, including a 

requirement that Fama prove through a bonding agreement that it had sufficient financing in place to 
complete the project. 
Marg Green, spokesperson for the Woodward's Co-op Committee, said at Sunday's meeting that every 

hurdle had been cleared, except the issue of bonding. This is a standard requirement for B.C. Housing 
projects and one that private developers on hundreds of other social housing projects fulfill without problem. 
"The Co-op Committee was taken absolutely by surprise on Friday," said Green. "We need an explanation 
from Kassem Aghtai. We feel completely betrayed." 
Others at the meeting vowed to do everything possible to scuttle Aghtai's project, including actions like 

Saturday's spray-painting of boardings around the building. "If he thinks those condos are going to be an 
easy sell, it's our job now to prove him wrong," said one angry meeting participant. 
Community groups are asking the provincial government to stand behind the $25 million commitment it 

made to the Woodward's Co-op, even if the funds must go toward an alternate site. Groups also plan to 
approach Vancouver Mayor Philip Owen, asking the City to cancel a density bonus granted to Fama in 1995. 
"The Mayor and City Council are on record as supporting the Woodward's Co-op," said Jeff Sommers of 
Neighbourhood Helpers. "If Fama is not going to honor its commitment to this community, then the City 
should withdraw the concessions they've made to support the project." 
Downtown Eastside residents will be out in force to oppose Fama's development permit hearing, scheduled 

for April 2 1. 

Contacts: 
Marg Green, Woodwards Co-op Committee, ph.254-0353 
Tom Laviolette, Carnegie Community Action Project, 689-0397 
Bud Osborn, Political Response Group, 608-1 369 
Kathleen Boyes, Main and Hastings Community Development Society, 33 1-8757 
Frank Gilbert. Downtown Eastside Residents' Association, 682-093 1 



ANDY HUCKLUCK came into the Newsletter 
office and said "You never say anything about me 
in your paper." ..and he was almost right. Few 
people have become famous through this rag, but 
Andy is famous in his own way. He has the most 
(dare I say it) macabre and unearthly laugh of any 
person in my experience, and likely in the experi- 
ence of anyone hearing it. Sue Gauvin, a former 
staff person, had to lie down for about an hour af- 
ter hearing Andy laugh her first time, just to calm 
down. "Andy, you warn me next time!" 
Andy has been here in Carnegie ever since it 

opened, I think. He and Norman Mark are the 
most consistent and long-time coffee sellers the 
seniors have, over 14 years each. Others come and 
go, but these two guys are in it for the long haul. 
Another little known aspect of this character is 

how 'into it' he gets at professional football games 
- like the BC Lions. Carnegie Volunteers got free 
tickets a few years ago, in an upper tier at one end 
of BC Place Stadium. Andy didn't sit with the rest 
of us but found an empty place a few rows down 
and over. At first I thought maybe somebody had 
farted or something, but then the game started. 
Andy was wildly cheering or booing, jumping up 
and down, reaming the referees for anything and 
everything and laughmg like a loon when BC 
scored. He expended more energy in two hours 
than any player would in a week! 
Andy doesn't get older, he just needs more room 

Katherine Galan 
Congratulations to Katherine for being chosen 

Volunteer of the Year for Oppenheimer Park. 
Katherine grew up in a house on Keefer St. and 

her father operated a blacksmith shop on Vemon 
Drive. Long hours of hard work have always been 
present for her and, besides the vast number of 
volunteer hours, her large family added to an 
extremely busy life. Katherine had 10 children - 
six boys and four girls. She also talks proudly of 
her 1 7 gaudchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
Katherine spent long hours cooking in Carnegie's 

kitchen in the 1980's. 1'11 never forget the time 
when Katherine, Tom Lewis, Peter Sherstobitoff 
and myself made 1800 perogies on the 3rd floor 
due to a shortage of space in the kitchen. In those 
days Pat Kendall and Sheila Bell spent a lot of 
hours in the kitchen as well. 

Volunteers did the cooking, serving and dishes 
during those days too. Now you know why we 
appreciate such a dedicated dishwasher as David 
Wong. I remember everyone working together as a 
team, and patrons appreciated having their food 
brought right to them at a table. It makes me sad 
when I realize how many of the kitchen workers 
have passed on to another world. 

As well as making certain that our large Carnegie 
family were served delicious meals, Katherine 
could often be seen mending clothes for the pat- 
rons when she wasn't cooking. She kept busy on 
that sewing machine, and I don't think any 
volunteer has worked longer hours than Katherine. 
One of my favourite events in the early days was 

the exciting Easter Fasbion Show. None of the 
clothing could be new so people were very invent- 
ive. Katherine was always available to alter cloth- 

, ing into something creative. I shall never forget the 
time when Tony Gordon Wilson made his grand 
entry on roller skates with his stylish outfit. . 
I thoroughly enjoy talking to our seniors, as they 

are walking talking history books. Thanks, 
Katherine, for a lifetime of dedication and service. 

PRT By IRENE SCHMIDT 



DAILY DUTY 

A tter a nearly scalding bath 
and shampoo 

I mess it all up with: 
a rub-on deodorant, skin softener 

and corn pads; 
Add arthritic lotion 

and vicks. 
I need medication ointments 

for rashes, scratches, 
itches, cuts, bums 

and sun screen, 
even if the sun isn't out. 
I plaster on make-up and 

my fine hair has to have hairspray. 
To top off everything, 

I add perfume to 
cover the medical smells 

and take internal stuff 
to stop any. 

Some days I find that all so 
time-cons 

and such an 
I stay in 

uming 
effort.. . 

5. 
To love last is best 
Although it is always the first 
To love at your behest 
Sometimes I'd be worst 
Best to love than to be cursed. 

h Elizabeth Thnmc 

Angels in the snow 
of yesterday's winter 

A tree I was cursed to cut down 
for our love 

Old bells hung down . , 
4 j Tinsel on the carpet 

i r A stocking full of nuts " 
A gift from Santa Claus 
And Mrs. Claus 
Goodbye to the past. 

Elizabeth Thorpe 

A Colleutiwe P o e m  

Spring comes through the window, 

% 1 

In spring a young man's fancy turns to love. 
d: Now is the time to stand firm 

take a bath with the Grapes of Wrath 

, Inner life unfolds + blossoms contentedly 
spring is the time of renewal 
crawling out of a womb 
To be the Orchid in the Spring of June 



VANCOUVE 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR 
FRIDAY, MAY 2, 1997, 9:00 am-4:30 pm 

to be heM at Re 

Vancouver Aboriainal Friendship Centre 
1607 East Hastings ~ b t ,  Vancouver, British ~olimbia 

8:30am 
9:OOam 
9: 15am 

1 1 :OOam 

Noon 
1 :00pm 

2:OOpm 

3:OOpm 
4: 15pm 

TENTATFPE AGE-A 
Resource Fair Set-up 
Opening Prayer by Elder: West Coast Theme 
Presentation on the new Child, Family Community Services Act and VACFSS role 
and responsibility as Designated Agency. Guest speakers (to be confirmed) 
The Honourable Bob Plecas, Deputy Minister, Ministry for Children & Families 
Mavis Henry, Political Aboriginal Advisor, Ministry for Children & Families 
John Jardine, Executive Director, and Maureen Hamilton, Supervisor, VACFSS 
Open Forum: 
Discussion, question and answer period on the new CFCS Act and the Designated 
Agency's role and responsibilities 
Entertainment - West Coast Theme. (Lunch in the Simon Baker Room.) 
Presentation on Youth Agreements to be proclaimed and currentservices available 
to Youth. Guest speakers (to be c o n h e d ) :  

Jerry Adam, Executive Director, Urban Native Youth Association 
Sandy Cooke, District Supervisor RGB Adolescent Unit, Min. for Children & Fam. 
Rob Lind, Coordinator, Aboriginal Youth Safehouse 
Open Forum: 
Discussion, question and answer period on the Youth Agreements & Services 
Continuation of Community Resource Fair 
Closing Ceremony and Prayer - West Coast Theme 



Aboriginal Safehouse Program 
The Aboriginal Safehouse is a self-referral prog- 

ram for street-involved Aboriginal youth between 

I the ages of I6 and 18 years. The Safehouse is a 
non-judgemental place. Street youth come here to 
be safe from sexual andor physical exploitation. 
The Safehouse is a resource for young people who 
wish to make positive changes in their lives. The 

I maximum stay is 7 days 
We accept referrals 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

Admission Requirements: 

- open to "street-involved" youth 
- age 16 to I8 years 
- male or female 
- looking to make a positive change 
- must be respectful of staff and other youth 

Some of the things we have to offer: 

- 3 meals a day 
- your own room 
- workout room; TV room 

- resource centre & library 
- Cultural area, arts & crafts 

Aboriginal Youth Safehouse 
24 hour Phone: 254-5147 

Other emergency numbers: 
Street Youth Services: 682-8822 
Adolescent Services Unit: 660-9376 
Vancouver Native Health: 254-9949 
The Gathering Place: 665-2391 
Youth Detox East: 251-7615 
Youth Detox South: 299-1 131 
Emergency Services: 660-4927 
PACE: 872-7651 
Safehouse (I6 to 18): 877-1234 
Safehouse (1 3 to 15): 253-5847 
D.E.Y.A.S.: 685-4488 
Friendship Centre: 251-4844 

Urban Native Youth Association 
1607 E. Hastings - 254-7732 

No matter how difficult the past, 
you can always begin again today. 

An Addict's Prayer 

Dear Lord, "Yeah. It's me again.", 
Seeking Good Orderly Direction 

I need Your Higher Power 
Just to last another hour, 

Without turning to a needle again. 
I didn't require help from You, 

When chasing one more fix. 
:ss for me religion and drugs will never mix 

But knowing total abstinence 
Cannot be based on happenstance. 

I'm asking for Your help once again. 
Lord, please take this craving, 

That for me has been enslaving, 
Take it from me now once and for all. 

Give me strength somehow, 
Please don't let me fall, 

for I may not pass by this way again. 

Bonnie Hebert 
(presently an inmate at BCCW 



USB. mwrprlu: 
NCC1701-D 
(bomm r h l  

fax: 684-8442 
binneavcn. bc.ca 
mcbinne@hotmail.com 

In The Dumpster 
Mr. McBimer has received a lot of flack about 

the spray-painting at the Woodwards site. A lot of 
people in the DE think things went a little too far. 
Some think it is in poor taste for our community. I 
am not complaining, just mentioning what was 
said to me. 

United We Can's Ken Lyotier was in the Sun 
paper the other day with some good news. In April 
next year there will be more container recycling. 
We will be able to get refunds on such items as 
bottled water, wine bottles, fruit and vegetable 
juice bottles, etc. Ken, myself and many, many 
other people have been pushing for this since 1990. 
In 1991 we held a bottle drive at Victory Square to 
show how many trashy bottles and cans were lying 

around. We were given a maximum of $10 for all 
the containers we brung in, and Ken ran it himself 
fiom his apartment. 

Environment Minister Cathy McGregor made the 
announcement on Monday, April 7th. Now I'll 
need my own warehouse ... 

May The Bins Be With You! 
... and hey, let's be carefd out there. 

By MR. McBINNER 

On Friday, April 4th, Bruce Eriksen's life story 
was shown on Rogers bur. I caught the tail end 
of it and was able to get the phone number as it 
finished. 1 am very pleased to announce that 
Working TV has allowed Carnegie a copy of this 
video at no cost. 
The other day I lost, on Carnegie's 2nd floor, a 

copy of the video The Last Waltz. This belongs 
to our Library, not to me. If someone found it, re- 
turn it to the library please. This has really upset 
me - I'm not rich enough to replace it. Thank you. 

Carl MacDonald 



About the Kalayaan Centre 

When Kalayaan Centre publicly opened its doors 
in November, 1996, at 45 1 Powell Street, very 
few people had any ideas about it. But through 
community involvement and integration, the 
Centre has successfully established itself as part of 
the Downtown Eastside community. 

"Kalayaan" is a Pilipino word meaning "free- 
dom". The mainly Filipino-Canadian members of 
the Centre adopted the name as symbolic of their 
collective vision of freedom and empowerment in 
a multi-ethnic and multicultural society. The idea 
of a community centre has long been part of this 
vision that can help Filipino immigrants become 
fully integrated in Canadian society and contribute 
their share of community and nation-building. The 
physical Centre therefore, is the realization of that 
process of community building, anchored on 
collective freedom, empowerment and community 
participation. 

Most members of the Centre are long time social 
activists in the Filipino-Canadian community. 
They have been working to educate the public 
about human rights issues both in Canada and the 
Philippines, doing research and advocacy for 
immigrants and on other social issues and organiz- 
ing Filipino-Canadian youth and students. 
Today, Kalayaan Centre houses three organiza- 

tions and a resource and training Centre. These 
are the Philippine Women Centre, which serves 
and advocates for the rights and welfare of Filip- 
ino Canadian women and immigrants; SIKLAB, 
an immigrants' group that looks after the interests 
and welfare of Filipino immigrants;& UGNAYAN 
a Filipino youth and students organization that 
helps young Filipino Canadians understand the 

history of Filipino migration into Canada so that 
they can develop an appreciation of their roots and 
hopefilly contribute to the struggle for their right- 
ful place in Canada. The resource and training 
Centre provides the venue for research into the 
community and training for Filipino Canadians to 
be socially active members, not only of their own 
community, but of Canadian society at large. 
There have been plenty of public activities carried 
out at the Centre since it opened last November. 
These include meetings on women's issues, 
studies and discussions about Filipino migration 
into Canada and the current campaign against 
APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation). It 
also continues to make links with other groups and 
individuals who share the same social concerns. 
The second floor of the Kalayaan Centre is a 

housing cooperative organized by members of the 
Centre who are occupying it. 

homeless, then I met some guy who was drinking. 
I had a little money so I bought a bottle and he let 
me stay for awhile. Then I went to St.James' place 
for women and children - I found a place! 
The Women's Centre was just starting.. a table 

and a desk.. a few years later they got a bigger 
place. The 44 was on Cordova then and they had 
good food. Later they moved to where they are 
now on Alexander and the Women's Centre 
moved into where the 44 was. Keepin' it together. 

Doris Leslie 



I Poor Bashing: Privatization of Welfare 

In the last 4 months, and for another 2 months (in 
BC at least) there are changes in welfare and social 
assistance that are serious. Virtually everything is 
becoming locked into a two-tiered system - one 
level of aid for the "deserving poor" (children and 
the severely disabled, some working poor) and a 
second level for the "undeserving poor" (adults 
technically employable, anyone under 65 who is 
not severely disabled, parents with kids over six 
years old, anyone with a substance abuse problem) 

New Brunswick contracted with a corporation 
called Anderson Consultants, a $4.2 billion inter- 
national concern, to undertake streamlining their 
welfare system. Anderson is, of course, a for-prof- 
it thing. They have no clear guidelines or social 

goals; streamlining means to reduce the number of 
recipients and to cut out any human-ness (compas- 
sion.. common sense..) like appeals and such. It is 
of no concern whatsoever to a private company if 
people on welfare ever re-enter the workforce or if 
there are any jobs to apply for. New Brunswick's 
current government states that it will retain the 
final gate-keeper role of deciding who is eligible 
and what benefits each is entitled to, but that's just 
so much Public Relations. (read bullshit) 

Anderson is also bidding on contracts in the USA 
which entail complete control over welfare, inclu- 
ding eligibility decisions. Their mandate will be 
public enough, but their profit will be determined 
solely by how many people can be taken off welf- 
are rolls. Less paid out will be more in their 
pocket. 

So far, Texas and Missouri are in the forefront of 
privatizing their entire systems. New Bmswick 
has eliminated 25% of its employees who admini- 
stered the provincial system, making it almost 
impossible for recipients to contact workers and 
leaving those still employed with changing 
regulations and no information on what to do. 
Anderson uses this to insist on more private 
control and more employees are "laid off'. . . 

Ontario has just contracted with Anderson to help 
streamline welfare, and to "assist in redefining 
what public assistance is." Poor-bashing has been 
a favourite tool of Harris and his cohorts, fueling 
public stereotyping of welfare recipients and the 
poor in general. The lack of jobs is always some- 
body else's probiem. 

In the next few weeks there'll be a public forum 
in Camegie on what has changed in BC and where 
things might be going. Look for announcements as 
to time and day. In the meantime, DERA is having 
their General Membership Meeting on Thursday, 
April 17, at 10:30am in Camegie's theatre. Anna 
Terraria, the Liberal MP will be there. Questions?? 
On Friday the 18th, DERA's Community Issues 
Committee will hold its monthly meeting, 1 O:3O to 
about noon. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



NO! to -EC 
Send the signal of dissent to APEC leaders -- 

organize against the Leaders Summit! 

Mass rallies and demonstrations are bad news for 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation's (APEC) 
leaders and believers. They signal political 
instability and create an unfavourable foreign 
investment climate. 

APEC is a free trade focused organization and its 
18 member countries strive to create the world's 
largest free trade zone by 2020. This necessitates 
stable governments and social structures. Other- 
wise, foreign investors have no guarantee that their 
capital is safe. 

A good way to keep a citizenry quiet is to have a 
strong army, and Indonesia, an APEC member and 
the 1994 host of the Leaders Summit, has one of 
the world's largest standing armies. 

"lndonesia may well be considered the best place 
for foreign investment in the Asian region, based 
on its social, economic and political stability," 
touts a report in the Iliplomat (e Internuironal 
(;Jan.-Feh. 1996), a news journal for Canada's 
international community. 

However, illusions of stability have a high price 
for marginalized people. Indonesia's president is 
General Suharto. He is a military dictator who 
gained power in 1965 after a bloody coupe where 
up to one million people were killed. 

It was also Suharto's army that invaded East 
Timor in 1975 just after the Timorese achieved 
independence from Portugal. Up to 200,000 
Timorese died in this invasion and the genocide 
continues while Suharto signs Team Canada trade 
deals and goes to annual APEC Leaders Summits. 
Canada ignores Suharto's human rights abuses 

because lndonesia is an important export market. 
Two-way trade between the countries in 1996 was 
valued at one billion dollars. According to Ray- 
mond Chan, member of Parliament and secretary 
of state for Asia-Pacific, trade delegations help 
promote economic development, which in turn 

11. 

helps promote awareness of human rights. 
"There is therefore no conflict," he said, about 

Canada's continued trade with Indonesia. Under 
the federal Liberals, military arms sales to Suh- 
arto's regime were resumed. But in 199 1, Indones- 

ian troops killed 273 protesters engaged in a pro- 
independence demonstration for East Timor! 
Dissent won't be tolerated by Suharto because it 
jeopardizes the economic climate. With APEC 
calling for complete fiee trade in the Asia Pacific 
region, its member countries are compelled to 
maintain the veneer of political stability. 

Marginalized people in Indonesia and Canada are 
suffocating underneath this gloss painted over 
their communities. There will be rapid trade and 
investment liberalization, deregulation, and 
privatization of Canada's industries &social 
services under APEC and this means the contin- 
ued and heightened exploitation of marginalized 
people. In November, we have the opportunity to 
mobilize and let APEC leaders know we don't 
believe their hype. 

Educate yourself and take collective action with 
other marginalized people so a strong anti-APEC 
force can counter the lies and myths APEC dele- 
gates will spout about fiee trade. 

There will be a popular education session on 
APEC at the Kalayaan Centre, 45 1 Powell St., on 
April 19 and May 17 between I 1  am and 4 pm. 

For more information, call the 
NO! to APEC Coalition at 215-1 103. 



D X E T  T X P B  1 
i 

1. If no one sees you eat it, it has no calories. I I 
2. If you drink diet soda with a candy bar, they cancel each other out. 
3. When eating with someone else, calories don't count if you both eat the same amount. 
4. Food used for medicinal purposes NEVER counts--such as Chocolate, Brandy, Ice Cream, 

and of course SARA LEE Cheese Cake. 
I 

5. If you hang around people fatter than you, you will look thinner. 
6. Movie house foods--such as Milk Duds, Popcorn with extra butter, Junior Mints, Red Licorice-- 

don't count because they are part of the entertainment and therefore not real food. 
t 
r: 

7. Broken cookies contain no calories--the process of breakage causes caloric leakage. 

STRESS DIET 

BREAKFAST 
1 I2 Grapefruit 
1 slice Whole Wheat Toast 
8 oz Skim Milk 

LUNCH 
4 oz Lean Broiled Chicken Breast 
1 cup Steamed Zucchini 
1 ORE0 Cookie 
1 cup Herb Tea 

MID-AFTERNOON SNACK 
Rest of the package of OREOs 
I quart Rocky Road Ice Cream 
1 jar Hot Fudge Sauce 

DINNER 
2 loaves Garlic Bread 
Large Pepperoni & Mushroom Pizza 

' POL If lCAL ACTIVISM IN W E  '90r 

mge Pitcher of Beer 
I Milky Way Candy Bars 
entire frozen Cheesecake eaten directly from free zer. 



Carnegie Community Centre 
AIDS/HIV+ Support Group 

Meeting every Thursday in the Pottery Room. 
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

A special guest speaker on using herbs will be 
with us on May 1 to share his knowledge. 

Persons with AIDS/HIV+ and interested friends, 
family and support people are welcome. 

March 1997 

British Columbia: (AIIIS ~lpu'ate Ouarterly Report Third Quarter 19961 to Sept. 30, '96) 

Total AIDS cases 2,319 Men=2,243 Women=76 
HIVIAIDS related deaths 1,799 
Reactive HIV tests 10,337 Men=8,665 Women=1,237 

(gender not specified=435) (children= 122) 
Notes on HIVIAIDS in men in BC (RC Division of Vital Slatislics) 

*In 1993, AlDS and HIV realted deaths in the male population accounted for: 
8% of deaths in 20-29 age group; 16% of deaths in 30-39 year olds; 1 1% of 40-49 year olds; 
3% of 50-59 year olds. I 

Notes on HIVIAIDS in women in BC (Reactive tests Jan-Sep '96) I 

I 
*Current statistics indicate that women account for approximately 30% of new diagnosis for 

HIV in British Columbia. 

Canada: (All%' in Canada: Quarterly Surveillance Update, February 1997) 
*Note: Canada tracks only AIDS cases, NOT HIV infection rates 

Total AIDS cases (to Dec. 3 1/96) 14,536 
(Adults=l4,378 Men= l3,47 1 Women=907 Children=158) 

Total reported deaths 10,589 

Worldwide: (UNAIDS, World Health Organization. July, 1996) 

In 1995, 2.7 million people contracted HIV (7,000 people each day) 
In 1995, half a million children were born with HIV 
Estimated total number of people living with HIVIAIDS at this time = 2 1.8 million 
12.1 million men, 8.8 million women & one million children m e  now living with HIV 

- 8,500 veovle become infected with HIV every day; everv minute, five more veople are infected 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, an estimated 27.9 million people have been infected 

5.8 million people have died from A I M  (4.5 million adults and 1.3 million children) 
lly the year 2000, it is estimated that 40 million people will have been infected with HIV 

Heterosexual sex is the major route of transmission (70%) 
More comprehensive statistics are available at the PARC Library, 1107 Seymour St., Vancouver. 

681-2122, ext. 248 or 294 e-mail: library@parc.org 
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1 DOWNTOWN STD CLlbJlC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, 10a.m. - 6p.m. 

EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 9a.m. - 8p.m. everyday 
YOUTH Needle Exchange Van - o n  the street eve& night, 6p.m. - 
ACTIVITIES 2p.m. (except Mondays, 6p.m. - midnight) 
SOCIETY 1997 DONATIONS 

Paula R.-$10 Diane M.-$15 
Wm. B.-$20 Lome T.-$20 
Lillian H.-$25 Me1 L.-$20 
Joy T.-$20 Sara D.-$20 
Frances -$25 CEEDS -$lo 
:barley B.-$15 Susan S.-$30 
: ibby D. -$20 DEYAS -$75 
Guy M.$10 Brigid R.-$10 
Tom D.-$10 Amy E.-$10 
Rene F.-$30 Kay F.-$5 
Sam R.-$20 Anonymous 67 
Neil N.-$13 Rick Y . -$63 
Sonya Sommers-$100 Sharon J.  
Census Employees-$200 

TIIE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICAT ION OF TtIE 
CARNEOIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

Articles represen8 h e  views of lndlvldual 
conlrlbulots and nal at h a  Assaciatlon. - .- - - 

Submission Deadline 
for the next issue: 

28 April 
Monday 

v - - 
iolden Hotel-$5 LSS -$I230 

S.C. PLUM -$iooo 

NEED HELP? 
The Downtown Eastside Residents' 
can help you with: 

* any welfare problem 
"information on legal rights 
"disputes with landlords 
"unsafe living conditions 
"income tax 
"UIC problems 
'finding housing 

Association 

"opening a bank account 
Come into the Dera oMce at 425 Carrall St. or  
phone us at 882-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 23 YEARS. 



Newsletter of the Carnegie 

Community Act ion  Project 

April 15, 1997 

Want to get involved ! Call 689-0397 or  come see  us at C a r n e ~ i e  (2nd flr.1 

ISuecial Edition an Weolhuanls I., unfort~natslyl 

"We just tried to 
fit this square peg 

KASSEM AGHTAl 
Pmident 
Fama Holdings Ltd. 

DO YOU FEEL BETRAYED ? 
a 

in a round hole 

~ 
I 

i 
it just didn 't fit. " 
(Terry Partington, Fama 
Holdings project mgr.) 



What has been said 

(Editorial, April 9,  1997) 
"It is no less a social tragedy now ...If there is 
to be any hope of salvaging what should be a 
landmark development, Premier Glen Clark 
or Mayor Philip Owen should now offer 
political leadership to ensure that the project 
gets back on track. When Woodward S opens 
its doors again, it should be to welcome the 
poor and affluent alike to their new homes. " 

"Homeless numbers will grow unless .... 
It is dtfficult to overstate the importance of the 
mixed income redevelopment of Woodward's 
to the Downtown Eastside Community and the 
city. Zt was a concrete example of the 
partnerships required ifthe Jisplucement of 
low-income residents in the area is to be 
avoided " 
(Mayor Philip Owen, Vancouver Sun, April 

"It was like getting a rug yanked out from 
under you. It dashed u lot of people 's 
dreams " 
(Eldon Jones, Woodward's Co-op 
Committee, Westender, April 10, 1997) 

"Right now I'm not contemplating the 
money ($25 million.fir the co-op] going 
anywhere other than to the Woodward S 
housing project.. . I'm going to do everything 
possible to get this project hack on track. " 
(Municipal Affairs Minister, Mike 
Farnworth, Vancouver Sun, April 12, 1997) 

Province 
(Editorial, April 11, 1997) \ 
"Every effort should be made to get the 

project back on track. ..Otherwise it sets a 
sad exumple offailure thut won't bode well 
fbr.fiture public-private partnerships in 
social housing. " 



Use of old co-op plans 
at Woodward's . hearing protested - . - .  . ,  

'It's a total wtm#e tar Famr to walk away horn tA8 deal and ilan take rll me work d the 
# m ~ n l l y  In maimhl i l e  co-op and Just use It for tbeC ~rluat8 end&" (I- un G r e g  Vancouver 
Sun, April 1 1, 1996) 

L a s t  Friday, on CBC radio Kassem Aghtai, 

I , president of Fama Holdings, commented that his 
company's pull out of the Woodward's condo and 
co-op project was a clear example of why public- 
private partnerships in housing do not work. In his 
view, the private and public sector are 
incompatible. A false point-of-view considering 
countless social housing projects across Canada 
have involved government financing and private 
sector contracting and development.(with the 
invaluable support of non-profit societies, of 
course). It is also false considering that for the past 
25 years public-private partnerships in housing has 
so far in the United States produced approximately 
320,000 units of low-income housing. Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation even has an 
office, Centre for Public-Private Partnerships in 
Housing, devoted entirely to this approach to 
building affordable housing. 

So, if Mr. Aghtai cannot seem to make it work, 
then it's time he gave it to someone else who 
make it work.. 

This is a message that anyone who is speaking at 
the Development Permit Hearing on A ~ r i l 2  1 
should mention. 

Other key points for Development Permit Board 
regarding Mr. Aghtai 's development include: 
- abuse of the system - Even though Mr. Aghtai 
has dropped the co-op, plans to be submitted at the 
April 2 1 hearing include the co-op ! Fama will 
come back later with an amendment to plans 

showing an all condo development. A fraudulent 
tactic. 
- a condo project is significantly different 
than a mixed-income project - the city has 
made concessions regarding a reduction in the 
amount of amenity space required plus a 
residential density bonus. Now that there is no 
co-op these concessions must be removed by 
city council and the development permit board. 
- gentrification and displacement - 
Woodward's location on Hastings St. and its 
immense size contribute to the fact that an all 
condo project significantly accelerate the 
upscaling of the Downtown Eastside and 
displacement of the low-income community. Just 
look at the property speculation happening 
around the Woodward's building reported in the 
Vancouver Sun, March 5/97, and that was even 
with the co-op still included. 
- faulty procedure followed by city hall - 
before any development permit is awarded, the 
city should review the lack of inter-departmental 
communication that had the Real Estate Division 
purchasing the Woodwards parkade for over $10 
million from Mr. Aghtai while another 
department was negotiating the terms of 
development for the Woodwards building. With 
the sale of the parkade, Mr. Aghtai paid only $5 
million for Woodwards, placing him in a very 
comfortable financial position and less patient to 
consider development concessions, like a low- 
income housing requirement. 

SEE YOU ON MONDAY, April 21,3pm !I 



Upcoming Schedule 
DERA monthly meeting, 
Thursday, April 1 7, 10 am 
- Carnegie Theatre (meeting will include a 
discussion on Woodwards) 

DERA Community Issues, 
Friday, April 18, 10:30 am 
- Carnegie Theatre (strategy session on 
'Woodwards) 

All Night Vigil at Woodwards 
Friday, April 18, 11 am to Saturday, 11 am, 
- Starting at 1 1 a.m. Friday and going all night 
and into the morning, ready to meet everyone 
arriving for the Saturday demo. (organized by 
PRG) 

Woodwards Belongs To Us .... Not 
to Kassem Aghtai. 
Saturday, April 19th, starting at I I am. 
- An event for everyone, with music, 
community art making and much more. 
Come and join us reclaim Woodwards. Look 
for posters, displayed everywhere. 

Development Permit Hearing 
Monday, April 21 at 3:00 
- Fama Holdings going for a development 
permit allowing them to go ahead with their 
plans. Community presence at this meeting 
is very important. Call the city, 873-7469 to " 

sign up to speak or wait until the meeting. . 

See article within for more info on strategy. 

For info on any of these events please call 
CCAP @ 689-0397 or DERA @ 682-1 842 



abene i Live,.. 

-* Sunday, April 20,1997 

;y+ Tickets $5.00 . :.\ 



I was in the darkest pit of alcohol's tomb. 
I had used all my resources and still the terror clung. 
It seemed like years and years I'd fought to gather some control. 
I kicked and squirmed to no avail to leave that filthy hole. 
How did it come to bed that I, who had tried to be so good, 
Had followed this bleak path of woe where no one understood? 
I tried to love my neighbours, but never would they bend, 
Except when' ere I drank with them - oh then I was their friend. 

Then they would listen, when I shared my drink and food. 
Alcohol made me more like them for a pleasant interlude. 
We'd laugh and talk the night away, sharing many jokes, 
But in the sober light of day, I knew it was just another hoax 
In retrospect, when I reviewed the events of the night, 
Most likely when my mind was clear and I recalled it right, 
I'd feel shame, remorse, regret for the way that I had spoke.. 
I'd find I hadn't won their love, but friendships I had broke. 

I felt like death warmed over, green around the gills. 
I hated them and hated me for suffering all these ills. 
To numb the pain of dawn's clear light and dim the memory son 
I took that drink, to pick me up, to face the hours to come ... 
Only one, I told myself, and then I'll do some chore, 
But, as always, just one drink turned into many more. 
Or else I'd try to salvage what self-esteem I could, 
I'd clean and cook frantically, acting like I thought I should. 

Sometimes it worked. For several days I'd manage to refrain 
Till all the world's injustices moved in on me again. 
Then seldom would it take too long till craving would consume 
And then, of course, the stage was set for drinking to resume. 
If opportunity did not permit or timing was not right, 
I could always nag, complain and taunt until there was a fight. 
The blame would be externalized, usually on my mate, 
For never could I admit the shame that sealed my fate. 

I took that drink, the curtain fell, addiction in control 
And days would dimly pass that took a sad and costly toll. 
During many weeks and months like this my family despaired 
That there was any hope for me, or sign I even cared. 
And then they simply let me go, and left me in God's hand. 
For nothing could they do for me that 1 could understand. 
Life slipped in and out of focus. drink my one obsession, 
And no way could I help myself, for I was Hell's possession. 



I 
i Now there was nothing left for me.. just one thing left untied.. 

So I counted every pill I took; my last hope ... suicide. 
But damn them all. Why can't they let me leave this muddy well? 
Why must I come back prisoner to Satan's bloody Hell? 
They pumped me out and questioned me and prodded in my brain. 
Pronouncing there was no help for me, they turned me out again. 
Was there not to be an answer, some way that 1 could cope? 
Then a whisper came to me and said, "there is still one hope." 

"You could ask for help," He said, "from people just like you. 
Lift the phone, ask one of them, just what you should do." 
"I can't do that," I moaned. "The neighbours must be faced. 
They'd laugh and whisper endlessly and then I'd be disgraced." 
But he had all the answers to my distorted pride. 
"Come on now, use your head, you know deep down inside, 
They already know how much you drink, what makes you this way 
What other option do you have? Why not call A. A." 

And so I called. Before too long I was sitting in a room 
* 

Full of laughing, loving people, without a hint of gloom. 
Everything they told me there confirmed my deepest shame. 
Alcoholism they described - at last it had a name. 
Their stories all disclosed they were familiar with booze. 
It was that first drink, they said, that cost you the right to choose. 
In time I could recover, with a simple path devised, 

With just twelve easy steps, my life could be revised. 

"It's only for today," they said, '%at we swear off the stuff. 
We know if we drink just one, a thousand's not enough. 
Yesterday's past history and tomorrow may not come. 
And every meeting we attend is sure to help us some. 
Don't let yourself get angry, or spend too much time alone, 
When things close in or look too bad, just pick up the phone. 
You'll be doing us a favour, for we are just like you, 
It's hearing fiom the newcomer that helps us make it through." 

Just twelve simple steps it took to start my life anew 
I carellly tackled every one and when I followed through 
Practicing every day faithllly until each was a part of me 
I found the life the "Big Book" promised in the heart of me. 
In hearing this, you m y  fear I have become a saint; 
But if you care to ask my spouse, he will assure you that I ain't. 
No wings have yet been offered me, nor any fame been given, 
I'm just a grateful alcoholic with another chance at living. 

i Fae Hansen - 1983 



Leaping Beyond Into the Unknown 

During World War 11, there was a German officer 
who had caught some spies and was in charge of 
sentencing them. 

After questioning and eliciting confessions from 
them, he gave them a choice to decide their fate: 
He left each to choose between two doors on 
either side of the room. One door led to a firing 
squad and what the other led to he would not say. 
It was left a mystery. 

Every single spy chose the door that led to the 
firing squad. As it turned out, the other "mystery" 
door led to a car that was waiting to take whom- 
ever chose it to the Swiss border and freedom. 

After the war, this officer was exonerated of all 
charges. 
The moral of this story is that people would 

rather choose a grim, unpleasant way that they 
know than face the unknown. 

Franz Kafka wrote a story about a guard at the 
doorway to Justice. A man who needed Justice 
approached this doorway (which, by the way, held 
a door always open) and was intimidated by the 
guard, feeling he was too undeserving, so did not 
take the initiative either to inquire to the guard or 
to just walk on through. 
The man waited all his life and, close to its end, 

the door closed with a resounding slam! Then the 
guard said, "YOU should have done something to 
Come through sooner; this door was meant only 
for you." 
So, too, people often settle to be locked in abus- 

ive relationships or mediocre circumstances when 
all they have to do is leap, yes, leap darnmit! 
beyond into the new, the unknown, into the 
freedom and exhilaration of a bold, refreshing, ; alternative future! 
Explore the possibilities of a whole, new and 

1 different way. You never know where it may lead! , 
By DEANKO .= r~ 

HOW You CAN HW WILDLIFE 

Visit your librq read everything you can about wildlife and the environment. 

Learn all about pesticides and herbicides and how they damage our natural world 
Recycle, reuse and reduce - garbage is a waste 
Plant native shrubs and wildflowers anywhere and everywhere 
Participate in neighbourhood clean-up efforts; pick up trash and clean up litter 
Provide nesting materials for birds. Collect string, cloth, etc. and put in a bag hanging outs 
Make houses for bats. Bats are great to have around because they eat flies and mosquitos. r 

If you find a young mammal (squirrel, racoon ...) don't touch it. Leave it and call the SPC 
Learn about endangered species in the area and what is or could be done to help. 
Conserve energy; this helps save wild places and keep the air clean: 
Remember that the world is not one big city and celebrate National Wildlife Week! 



the golden eggs of indu~try.~ 

R GHOSTLY BEACON IN THE < 

After 3000 years the Hale-Bopp comet has 
returned. Last time it visited Earth, David was 
king in Israel, the pharaohs still ruled in Egypt and 
First Nations people were settled at the present site 
of the Musqueam community on the Fraser River. 

If the sky is clear, you can see the comet in the 
northern hemisphere either before sunrise or after 
sunset (when the sky is dark). The best viewing 
period was March 26-April 9, but it can still be 
seen, weather permitting. 

When I saw the Hale-Bopp comet about two 
weeks ago it looked like a fuzzy star, but when I 
looked at it with binoculars it was very bright. I 
could see the tail of dust and gas that stretched for 
400,000 kilometres - about the same distance as is 

1 

. "  d 

' , " d  A . Tin m &., ..'* 
The comet was named after its recent discoverers 

Alan Hale and Thomas Bopp, who found it in 
July, 1995. Hale was in New Mexico and Bopp 
was in Arizona and, unknown to each other, they 
discovered it at the same time. 
Imagine a dirty snowball the size of Toronto and 

you've got the Hale-Bopp comet. The centre is a 
spinning, egg-shaped mass of ice, frozen gas and 
space dust about 40 kilometres across. When the 
sun heats the core, the frozen material changes into 
gas and heat is released. As ice melts the block 
gives off water vapour at the rate of a room-sized 
block of ice every second. 
Many scientists think that comets are the old 

remains of the material that first formed our solar 
system 4.5 billion years ago. 
The speed of the comet varies with its relation- 

ship to the sun. It can move from 36 kdsec  to 
100 km/sec. It came closest to Earth around March 
23 - about 134 million kilometres away. 

Seeing a comet puts our violent human history in 
perspective, thank goodness. In the old days, 
people thought comets were a bad omen. I think 
the Hale-Bopp comet is a good omen because it 
inspires our sense of wonder and humility - two 
qualities lacking in the laissez-faire greed of the 
global economy. In its awesome mystery, the 
comet tells me that the fight for justice is as 
enduring as the beauty of the heavens. 

Watch for the Hale-Bopp comet on this visit, or 
on the next one in 4380 A.D. 1 measured between the Earth and its moon. By SANDY CAMERON 



I LEARNING CENTRE UPDATE 

The Carnegie Learning Centre is alive and well. 
Contrary to rumour, and the best efforts of the 
Vancouver school board, the education program 
on the 3rd floor is still going strong. Sarah Evans 
has just started as the new Coordinator, and we'll 
be hiring another staff person in the next 2 weeks 
who, with Sarah, will do volunteer tutor training. 

In the meantime Brad and Wendy, who worked 
for the school board until it split fiom Carnegie, 
have been lending a hand to help out with the 
transition. All the programs which have been off- 
ered in the last few months are still happening - 
the Drop-In, morning Discussion Group, First 
Nations Group and the Writing Group are all 
ongoing. Last Tuesday over 50 people attended 
the student-tutor meeting. In the next few months 
we'll be starting some new programs. The Learn- 
ing Centre will also be looking at ways of working 
with other groups in the community to do a liter- 
acy outreach project. 

With the help of the East Van Community Skill 
Connection and a federal government grant from 
Human Resources Development Canada, we have 
been able to keep the Learning Centre going. Last 
week, we met with the coordinator of the adult 
education program at Capilano College. They 
want to work with Carnegie and will be managing 
the staffig component of the Learning Centre for 
the next 6 months. 

Special thanks go to Rika Uto, Sharon Johnston, 
Videha, Claude Mortimer, Wendy Pederson and 
Brad Akeroyd, who worked so hard over the past 
8 months or so to build up the Carnegie Learning 
Centre. Their efforts provided the vital base on 
which the Learning Centre will thrive in the future. 
Two other people have been especially important 

and deserve appreciation for helping to make sure 
the Learning Centre survives and thrives in the 
wake of the school board. Cathie Coyne fiom the 
Community Skills Connection has provided on- 
going support, particularly in finding money to 
keep the L.C. operating. Lee Weinstein has put in 

writing proposals, checking out fimding sources, 
negotiating with fbnders and always keeping 
Carnegie informed about what was going on. 
Of course there are many other people who are 

part of the Learning Centre. The most important 
are the learners and tutors who put in hours there 
and help to make it a vibrant part of Carnegie 
Centre and the Downtown Eastside community. 

I countless hours-beyond his job at the Skills centre By JEFF SOMMERS 
I 



Aghtai9s reasons collapse under close scrutiny. 

The Alternative Media (that's us) reveals the truth. 

It's possible to start out being cynical and dispar- 
age the efforts of the "Woodwards Committee" - 
after all, it's just a group of nobodies in the busi- 
ness world who are good at making a lot of noise 
but need to feel as if they're involved and doing 
something positive - you know the type .... 

It is exactly this attitude that comes through in 
almost all the media coverage so far over the great 
capitalist, Kassem Aghtai, reneging on the deal to 
partner with the BC Housing Management Corp- 
oration (BCHMC) and the newly-created Wood- 
wards Co-op. 

Headlines like "Woodwards Founders over 
Inability to Finalize Details" or "Woodwards 
Coov Collavses Like a House of Cards" have 
appeared over stories containing little but Aghtai's 
press release blaming the government - the NDP 
gov't - for anything from incompetence to 
wimpiness to blackmail to (Omigod!!) costing 
Aghtai money. 
Following is what I've pieced together from 14 

months of reports on the negotiations, where the 
stalls and obstacles actually came from, what 
some of the actual issues were and what has 
caused the current situation. Relieve it or not! 
Aghtai, through his shell company Fama Holdings, 
bought the Woodwards property for $16.7 million 
and went forward with an announcement that he 
was going to build 354 market condos above 3 
floors of commercial activity. The community 
responded with ~ indow-~ain t in~ ,  organisings 
number of public events to keep this landmark in 
the Downtown Eastside community. 
A Woodwards Committee was formed simply by 

inviting groups involved in neighbourhood issues 
of housing and gentrification and tenants' rights to 

a meeting. The government was involved through 
the Community Development officer, Jim Green. 
He'd been working for about 8 years with an idea 
of a mixture of public and private housing on the 
site but had had little success in making the basic 
financial requirements come together. 
At a crucial time then-premier Mike Harcourt 

came in with a promise to commit up to $25 
million to housing and a partnership was formed 
among Fama Holdings, BCHMC and Woodwards 
Coop. Then it got to the details of an actual 
contract. The building, above the basement and 
first two floors, was going to be hollowed out like 
a square donut. The 'L' shape formed by the side 
facing Hastings and the side facing Abbott was to 
be the Co-op; the remaining 'L' shape to complete 
the square was going to be condos. 

From the beginning there were two attitudes: 
a) BCHMC had funded hundreds of buildings and 
developments and had a standard set of things to 
agree on and proceeded to bring them to the table.. 
Fama was treated as another developer; 
b) Aghtai wanted to just sell a product - the built 
units and half of the residential space - and the 
qualityldetails were up to him (caveat emptor - let 
the buyer beware). 

The 14 months of "frustrating negotiations and 
missed deadlines" (Aghtai's press release) were 
made to sound like the fault of BCHMC. This was 
of course totally accepted by the corporate media. 
An example of what caused delays follows ... 

Aghtai insisted that the co-op would have only 
one entrance, at the southwest corner where 
Woodwards sided with the old Woolworth's store. 
There would be an 80 ft. long corridor, 3.5 feet 
wide to meet the minimum building code require- 



decent homes 
ments (for wheelchairs), leading to the only loca- 
tion for elevators for the co-op. At the same time 
the condo residents were to have a pedestrian 
overpass fiom the parking garage across Cordova 
Street to their housing, so they wouldn't have to 
go to street level and be insecure when going from 
their car to their condo. It would, of course, be 
available only to condo owners. 

BCHMC and the Co-op responded, saying that 
two entrances, one on Hastings and one on Abbott, 
with elevators at each, were the minimum and that 
a narrow tube-like hall wasn't acceptable. The 
stipulation of the overpass being restricted to the 
exclusive use of condo owners was ridiculous - if 
a single mother, say a nurse living in the co-op, 
came home at 2am, did Aghtai actually expect that 
she would then have to walk down to the street, 
cross Cordova, walk up Abbott to Hastings and 
along Hastings to the far end of Woodwards (all 
after 2am in the morning) to get to the one 
entrance he was prepared to build for co-op 
residents, all because she hadn't bought her 
apartment from him???! 

Aghtai was stubborn about making any changes 
to his ideas - he was, after all, "a businessman". 

The Woodwards Co-op set up a Design & 
Development Committee to create over 200 units 
of housing, in sizes fiom 1-4 bedrooms, with the 
necessary common spaces, lockers, laundry and 
meeting rooms. These people met for 2-3 hours 
twice a week for several months, and finished the 
design ahead of 'deadline'. Aghtai and Fama 
continued to stall and argue vehemently over each 
proposal fiom the Co-op as "expensive", "waste- 
hl", "luxurious" etc. They continued trying to 
stonewall BCHMC while blaming BCHMC for 
going too slow! Aghtai wants to cut every comer 
possible (his normal way of doing business?) and 
would act like a five year-old spoiled brat when 
the development contract didn't magically change 

to permit his cheap, low-quality expectations. He 
wrote letters to Harcourt, to Victoria, to Clark, all 
damning Richard Petty (head of BCHMC) and de- 
manding that something be done to streamline and 
make his decisions the final say in the contract 
negotiations. He was, after all, the big cheese - he 
owned the building, and in his mind this gave him 
sole rights to determine what and how anything 
happening inside should and would be done. 1 
To people aware of living conditions in SRO's 

and the pressures of other greedy developers to 
build self-contained "suites" as small as 120 sq.ft. 
for "the needy", Aghtai's attitude was no different 
Every way to bend BCHMC rules was explored 

and many things were done to get an agreement 
that Fama & Aghtai could live with. One thing that 
kept happening, though, was that when the issue of 
bonding and liability, financial guarantees that are 
an unchangeable part of virtual6 everv building 

contract, came up over the months of belaboured 
negotiations, Aghtai would get huffl, declare that 
he didn't have to prove that he had the financing 
to complete the project, and refuse to discuss it or 
produce documents from backers or even a letter 
from his accountant. 

As Marg Green remarked recently, "It seemed 
that Aghtai wasn't very committed to having a co- 
op component to this project at all.'' 

It finally got to the point that the Co-op had re- 
solved everything that Aghtai perceived as an 
obstacle. The deadline set for signing a contract 
was April I ,  1997. Fama Holdings refused be- 



cause BCHMC still had these rules about bonding 
and liability, and a technicalAegal thing about "air 
parcels" for lawyers to type out. There were no 

other pots on the stove, nothing left to stir ... just 
the same old financial accountability thing that had 
been simmering on the back burner for 14 months. 
Aghtai, 3 days after the April 1 st deadline passed, 
called Jim Green and floored the entire Co-op and 
Woodwards Committee with a prepared letter 
blaming the government, BCHMC and the Co-op 
for endless delays, frustration, inability to finalize 
agreements, even insincerity! 

And the corporate press ate it up. Bash-the-NDP 
is the fire - this was great fuel. Vancouver Mayor 
Philip Owen got right into it, stating that "low- 
cost, affordable housing is crucial for the survival 
of the Downtown Eastside." (No shit Sherlock.) 
He cited the City's great efforts in being somehow 
involved with Vancity's Place for Youth (50 
units) and Bruce Eriksen Place (at which they've 
placed a sign absolving the City from any 
responsibility, by the way - 35 units) and then he 
leaves facts and reality far behind as he passes the 
survival of this neighbourhood and community 
completely over to the provincial NDP govem- 
ment. This is high theatre, really, when he and his 
NPA Council refused to enact simple zoning 
regulations requiring a social housing component 
to any development in Woodwards, just as they 1 have allowed Marathon Development to make 
payment-in-lieu (give the City a few million) for 
not having the required 20% social housing in 
Coal Harbour; just as they allowed Concord 

Pacific to do the same in regard to the Expo lands 
Owen makes mistakes in the community's claim 
to Woodwards - he sees Aghtai as perfectly 
justified in doing whatever he pleases with 'his' 
property, calls Woodwards "just a missed 
opportunity", and demands that the province's 
promised $25 million be spent on social housing 
elsewhere in the Downtown Eastside. 
This all sounds good, but while posturing for the 

press, Owen has been 100% supportive of build- 
ing two and a half thousand condos in the Victory 
Square area, of paying $10 million to Aghtai for 
the parking garage north of Woodwards and then 
crying poverty at budget time and letting the sale 
of more than 7 hotels go ahead into private hands 
while the total amount changing hands was less 

parading of concern over the poor and the hoke- 
less is just that - a parade for the press mileage and 
a chance to convince people that it's the NDP who 
will be responsible when housing in our cornmun- 
ity gets tom down or converted to use for yuppies 
andor tourists. 
Aghtai, at this point, is subject to speculation: 

- he could very well have other irons in the fire, 
other money that now wants to make this a very 
expensive place to live and to hell with including 
the local community; 
- he and his 'other' money could be interested in 
making Woodwards a giant hotel for tourists and 
convention goers; 
- he could just sell the whole thing and get out 
before he's exposed as being a con or a fraud 

Speculation and a buck will get you a coffee. 
Community activism, public pressure and all of 

us working together are infinitely more powefil 
than Aghtai, Owen or Campbell can even imagine. 

May the Force be with us. 

By PAULR TAYLOR 



Community in Crisis - A Port ra i t  of the  Downtown Eastside 

This titled a multi-media presentation put on in Carnegie's theatre on Saturday, April 12. Interest shown 
was special to the people involved with a standing-room only audience. It began with First Nations' origina 
and ongoing settlement and progressed up to the present day, highlighting the struggles for justice in every 
era. At intervals throughout the presentation, the naming of women who have died by violence here was a 
reminder of the ongoing reality. Following is a work of art  presented by a local member of the group ... 

~ W H  here & for those whose scared runaway skin 
is sold without hope 

sunshine to hypocrisy's ghosts 
on downtown eastside sidewalks 
glows fresh crimson & for those cheated by political schemes 

like rose petals fallen & are drowned in tidal waves of unknown 

from ransacked gardens of the broken-hearted committees 

from those who wear the violent evenings & for those hardened like steel 

on faces bruised black & purple by the arson of their childhoods' 

whose teeth are kicked through panicked mouths \ gentle visionary love of the real 

begging mercy \ & for refugees pouring in from the earth's economic wars 
whose sight is slashed blind by knives of 
darkness \, & for refugees fleeing wars in the roots of their hair 

inside murdered souls & for those strait-jacketed into numbers & things 
whose lives are worn out demolitions \ whose withered spirits don't interest 
in screaming alleys the scientific god who has forsaken them 
of vomit & unending misfortunes 5 & for those smelling & looking like death 

& for those crawling drunk & sick staggering through whirling neon vertigoes 
into jaws of rabid doorways & handcuffs of the ofeast hastings 
police & whose leering faces are smeared with 

& for those who fall or get pushed or raving leap rejection 
from caged-in hotel windows 

\ 
& for those run over by monstrous rush hours 

of desperation & hate & grief of mountains & skyscrapers of enormous wealth 
& for those lining up more patient than saints & who get busted for jaywalking 8 

in cold rain & seagull shit a puddle of small debt 

to receive crusts of bread & for those whose lungs are wrecked d 

& for those sniffing glue in a quicksand d 
beside railroad tracks of uselessness of malnourished infested tubercular rent 

d to derail a birthplace renovated into exile g: for those eaten by fears sending them reeling 
& for those plunging needles from a breeze turning a comer 

through veins seeking ecstasy , or a shadow thrown over them d 

but flowing with nervous shame & misery reminding them of all they've tried to forget 



& for those kvhose inarticulate cries for help & for those peddling every remnant of innocence 
are thrown out like garbage & pawning every friend belonging to them 
arrived from hell for another fix or a bottle 

creating a purpose 
out of a daily nothingness 

into gutters of abundance denied 
a & for those who've grown old 

& for those who have nowhere to be & left behind a breath at a time 
& no way to live but whose battered dignity 
& are somewhere naked & shaking is a victory of their own 
with a life no one else could endure 

& for those whose religion 
& for those who are loneliness frozen in tiny rooms is a lottery-bingo-longshot addiction 

& whose mental rainbows of aliveness &joy reversing their history & bringing salvation 
are sucked dry by fragmenting screens but whose numbers never get picked or called 
of colour teevees & whose horses never come through 

& for those overdosed on jealousy & bitterness & for those struggling to make 
for what might've been against all odds 
for the bad luck decades that've bitten them an authentic personal change 
& whose frustrations carve wounds 
inside & out & for those who can't stand to be alone 

& can't stand to be known by anyone 
& for those whose unshed tears are choking them 

or who can't stop crying & for those picking fights 
& die of exposure L. out of a disabled desire 

"\ for human communion 
& for those who are nothing without a job & end up with their lives 

& have no one to employ them except more trouble & others' in ruins 
pushing them out on a limb 
& over the edge & for those boasting of being on top 
crushing the life out of anyone of what is obviously pinning them 
beneath them when they fall to illusions of mutilated lightning 

& for those fighting terrorising voices in their heads 1 & for those dreaming plan after plan for escape 
reviling betraying & possessing them 1 but haven't the means 

'Ith 
& for those who can't help driving everyone else 

to get through yesterday 
I 

- 

, away from them \ & for those whose grip on a can of lysol 
I 

( & for petty sneak thieves stealing pieces of themselves 
is at least a perilous future 

I / of savage relief 
& for killers of plum trees & the moon & for those called parasites or pariahs or bums 
& for the abandoned & damned adolescents but who give their last shirt 

unleashing vandalism & fists of vengeance or pass a kind word 

& for those whose children are stolen for those whose love is crippled & twisted 
by social cops yet bursting to give 
& are driven mad by the anguish but can find no one able 
of unnatural loss to heal & receive it 



& for those picking butts & fighting withdrawal & for those whose tattoos & time dots 
with emergencies to get through 1 are the only possessions 
on nothing but stoplights & starlight that haven't been lost 
& 'to hell with it all' or stolen from them 

& for those who sentence themselves to die & for those only talking to birds & stones 
obsessed with bridges & razor blades & sweeping evil spirits from the air 
& calculations of barbiturates & alcohol with magical movements of their hands 

& for those wandering day & night & for those longtime lovers & partners 

searching curbs & glances holding together 

for wallets & miracles amidst years raining down upon them 
a bad human weather 

& for those fed up and disgusted enough & for those the most frightening 
to live quietly fearing no one & nothing 
out of shopping carts after having fear kicked out of them 
beneath viaducts as soon as they could feel anything 
or hidden in trees in the parks 

& for those who've never known a moment's peace 
& are so dirty & ugly & mean 
it's worth time in the bucket 
to shatter self-satisfied expressions 
of tourists strolling by 
looking clean 

& for those gripped by wheelchairs 
wobbling on canes 
lurching between crutches 
of unremitting pain 
& whose courage mocks a world 
speeding by in disdain 

& for those deliberately sabotaging 
every attempt at helping themselves 
adjust to a mass social madness 
accurately perceived 
as more insane than themselves 

&: for those tq-ing to get by 
& take care of a familv 

for these 
my own 

my selves 
my tortured prey 

& degraded predators 
my sisters & brothers 

let my words 
sing a prayer 

not a curse 
to the tragic 

& sacred mystery 

of our 
beautiful 

suffering 
eternal worth 

Bud Osborn 

on little more than defiance & love 
in ovenvhelmed & worried eyes 

R: for those collapsing in shadows 
pissing their lives down the front of their pants 



Columnist Norman Solomon analyzcd 
news coverage in major U.S. newspapers 
and wire scrvices in 1996 and discovered 
what mainstream media really care about: 

"Free enterprise" was used in 3,489 
stories; "free market" in 9,345; and 

"property rights" in 6,802, while "labor 
rights" showed up in only 440 stories 
and "economic justice" in 592. 

The good news: "poor children" were 
mentioned 3,179 times, almost as often 
as "snowboarding" (3,220). 

LAKE PENPER 



Woodwards 
Belongs To Us ... 
I .. Not  to Kassem Aghtai 

I A Vision 
For over 14 months people in the Downtown Eastside have 
worked hundreds of volunteer hours to make sure that the historic 

Woodward's building will becor~ e a positive model for our city. 
Their hard work, cooperation, md creative solutions have led to a 
plan that i s  inclusive,with affordable housing and community 
services to be shared by a wide mix of people.This bright vision 
for Woodward's seemed to be just around the corner from 

becoming reality. 

Il Betrayed! 

I Suddenly, and without warning, Kassem Aghtai of Fama Holdings Ltd. broke 
his word and destroyed the agreement he had with the community. It is 
true Kassem Aghtai has money. But no one developer has the right to 
determine Woodward's future.We have given Woodward's its history. 

Now we are coming together to reclaim that 
f '  

history not only for the Downtown Eastside 
but for the entire city. Come and join us! 

Saturday, April 1 9th 
I I to0 aam. 

Corner of Abbott & Hastings 
(Bring a Banner if you have one) 

Let's Keep the Vision Alive 
H you wish to be involved in this or upcoming evenusor need more information.call689-0397 or 682-093 1 




