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Let's talk ... * 

-. about slowtng the spread of HIVIAIDS tn the 
downtown eastside 

.; about how your Cornmuntty Health 
Cornmtttee IS working on th~s problem and 
others. 

VOUTH & STUDENTS 
RESIST 

IMPERIALIST 
GLOBALIZATION! 

VOUTH & STUDENTS 
SAV NO TO APECI 

Conferenee 

September 18-2 t . 1997 
Vancower. B.C. 

Native "Two-Spirited" Youth Group Starting in September 
(Native Gay, Lesbian. Transgendered. Bisexual youth) 
Written By David Kirk 

This coming September a new project will focus on serving Gay. 
Lesbian. Bisexual, and Transgendered youth who are of First Nations' 
Ancestry. A joint effort between the Urban Native Youth Association 

When Monday ~ u g u s t  18Ih 7:00 PM and Family Services of Greater Vancouver, the program will be under the 
direction of Michael Cook. Coordinator of Sexually Exploited Youth at 

Where Theatre E, 254 East Hastings the Urban Native Youth Association. Co-facilitators will be Jackie Lynne 
and David Kirk. 

Who C H C # ~  wants to hear from Historically there have been other groups available in the lower 
resldentsofthe mainland, but there has not been a group whose purpose is to meet the 
Easts~de. Gaslown, Stralhcona. 

- Woodland and City specific needs of First Nations' queer youth. The current project began 
Gate with identification of a need for an aboriginal queer youth group and 

i 41'1 r~ l re~hn len ts  will bc? sewed Cantonese and Spancrh lranrlal#on 
has been 'in the works' for the past year, with funding becoming 

i lrdllahl~ available only recently. The target population at this time is 
aboriginal youth between the ages of 16 and 24 years living in the 

* f > " a  r a n ' !  mskr llm rntcltne. c a l l  \ ' ~ck l r  a1 682-7ORX nr l w k  greater Vancouver area and the Lower Mainland. 
k r  llur I on~n~unih Ueport inwdr Ihc ( - a r n r ~ w  N ~ ~ s I r l l c r  

The purpose of the project is to address issues that Gay. Lesbian. 
Bisexual, and Transgendered youth are facing and beqin to assist in 
exploring, understanding and dealing with the-challenges they face. 
Some of the issues may include alcohol and drug abuse, sexual abuse. 
prostitution, and HIVIAIDS. This program will group sessions and one-to-' 
one in counseling order to meet the stated aims of counseling as well as 
continuing wellness through building confidence and healthy personal ! 
perspectives. I 

Starting with a first meetmg on the 1 l t h  of September, 1997, the 
youth group will be meeting every Thursday between 7pm and 9pm at the 

I 

Street Youth Services building located at 1058 Seymour Street. At this 
first meeting, all attending will get acquainted over pizza. If you would like more 
information please contact Jackie, David, Michael or Jeremiah at our office at 
254-7746. 



JI3US AND MARY 
in the memory of Phil Ochs 

Jesus and Mary arrived one day 
on the local greyhound bus 
from the Agean Sea. 
They rented a room at the Sunrise Hotel 
and then started off to the local pawn shop 
to get a used T.V. 

Only the new 
P.B.S versions 
of Oedipus the King 
and the summer reruns 
of old Cecil B. de Mille movies 
could be seen. 

Later.. .outside 
on the street 

"all they could hear 
was shame based speeches 

*about their adoptive father 
EFECTIVE1,Y DOMINO 

Jesus and Mary decided to 
I run off to 
a reservation near 
the Shaughnessy golf course 
but the money changers 
from southlands 
decided to stone them 
for their possibly 
redemptive qualities. 

As they walked across 
a wet 
but levell playing field 
Jesus asked, 
" What do you think is going on?" 

to- 
Mary while checking out the time 
left on their bus transfers said, 
" Oh it  must be time 
for school to start" 
" By the way" she asked 
" are you hungry ?" 

"Blast", Domino thought to himself I ie had been 
trying to learn how to juggle for the last weel\ I le 
thought that it would help him keep his mind off 
of smoking. Something that he had been tiying to 
do for the last little while. Maria had told hi111 to 
use anything other than the apples that ho had 
been practicing with She was thrilled that he had 
decided to quit smoking, but she wanted to save 
the rest of the antique dishes that were lefi aftel 
the disasters in the last couple of. days. 

Maria is a very understanding person. Though 
she does have her moments. Not that anyone can 
blems her. Domino is an adventure to live with. 
What can she do? She knew what she was getting 
into when she married him. 

"I'm going shopping now" , "Don't forget what I 
said about the juggling ." Maria yyelled as she was 
running out the door. "Ya. sure, luv ya , don't 
forget my sixpack." She faintly heard as she was 
walking to the car. 



"I lome free ,." yelled Domino at the top of his 
lungs and then he remembered that his voice 
carried o~lt the window, across the yard and into 
the ncighbors house. He knows this only for the 
f'act that Mrs. Trolly had quite often let it be 
known that his taste in music was not appreciated 
by her ears. At that moment, he slid into the 
kitchen. Ever so slightley took a peek around the 
comer from the lassway corridor. "Well, k guess 
Grandma moses hasn't got her ears on yet." He 
thought, arid casually walked into the living room 
and chose three small apples to practice with. " I 
don't think that these can do much harm." 'The one 
th~ng about Domino is that once he had something 
on his mind. You couldn't change it. 1 le had to get 
it out of' his system . 

"One,. two three." One. two, three." At that 
moment I h n i n o  thought that he had the world by 
the tail "Well. lets see if we can do it again." 
"One. two, three." "One, two, three." "1 can't 
believe I did ~t twice." "I'll show those mimes in 
the old town square what a real act is all about " 
Another thing about Domino. Once he psych's 
hi~nself'up 1 le becomes dangerously 
overconfident. That's when SIII'T HIT'S 7'f f F 
I:AN. 

Maria has always lived antique dishes and othr 
such things A while back. she was at a yard sale. 
She was vety pleased with what she found. A 
bowl full ofceramic fruit. "What a find." she 
thought She bas on top of the world. "How 
could aanyone in they're right mind put things 
l~he  this in a common yard sale?" She quickly 
skooped them up She was full of enthusiasm all 
the ho~nc "1 can't wait to show Ilomino " 

"Well, I think if i'm good enough with these 
apples." "These ones over here should be a 
sinch." Domino felt on a roll and there was no 
stopping him now. "And these are the perfect 
sizeas well!" He chose threeof the flashiest 
looking ones. Ile was very pleased at how they fit 
into his hands. "One, two, three. " "Whew." 
"What a thrill." "I can do it again." he thought. 
"One, two, OOPS!" Domino froze. Closed his 
eyes and waited for the inevitable. Y'rash." The 
tinkleing of little pieces of what wer the 
ceramic apples were scatterin on  the floor in  fiont 
of him. 

Maria was feeling happy as she drove into the 
driveway. Usually it takes her much linger to 
finish her weekly shopping trip. "Hey, you know 
our deal." She said as hse walked into the fiont 
door. "I do the shopping and you carry in the ... . ." 
"Why do yoiu have that look on your face'?" "I've 
seen that look before.." "In the past couple ol' 
days, in fact." Maria instantly ran into the living 
room. She started to take a careful look 31-ound. 

Within a few moments. Domino walkin in trying 
to muster up the best p~ut ty  face he could. "I love 
you." "1 iey . how about I take ----you --to -- 
dinner----tonight?" Maria slowly turned around. 
Whenever she was getting ready to blow up. She 
began in slow motion. Of course, that didn't last 
very long. I t  was h a z i n g  how effectively 
Domino's body created the 
DOMINO EFFECT with furniture as he fell into 
it. 

LUKE AUGER 



In Thc Dumpster 

Dear Fellow Binners and Binnerettes: 

On Thursday morning Aug. 7th about 2: 15 AM 7 
shots were fired on Water Street between Carrall 
and Water. A Inan was hit in the head but as I 
heard he will live. Shitty Hall wants to evict 
people fiom the Granville Street Hotels to make 
way for nite spots that will be open ti1 3am for 
drinking and drug selling. We already have 
problems in the D.E lets not add to it by allowing 
crap like this to happen . Shitty hall won't listen 
won't listen to any of us down here. May the bins 
be with you . and hey lets be carfull out there. 

Money makes many friends, but the poor is 
seperated fiom his neighbour. Proverb 19:4 

TRASHOPPER SAYS 

Well here I am up in the Middle of the Gobi in 
the good old Mongolian Republic. Man is it cold. 
I never ate so much rice in my life! I was t~ying to 
get to Hong Kong but I got on thec wrong train. 
Easy to get on the wrong train when you can't 
speak chinese or Mandrian . Later, right now I ' ve  
got to teach english in Delger Suma. I t  takes 5 
days by doonkey. Gotta go. By ibr now 



'l'hey also say 
that God is 
a prisioner. 
A prisioner 
o f violent 
human pretensions. 
Still others say 
that God is a window . 

made of' poetry 
and unconditional love 
She is very t;nrnililiar with 
the poverty 
of choice. 
Convicls say 
that gods a door 
with crossed legs 
and that she 
sits peacefi~lly 
outside empty courtrooms 
and comedy stores. 

Some say Gods only i 

a sacred suggestion 
taken fiom the 
new pagan rituals .I 

of'lnodern proletar~ats 
and the other nornrnal 
consequences of cap~tal~sm 
Some say God 
hu~nbly slides around the neighborhood 
disguised as a traffic lrght 
or an old lottery t~cket 

They say you can tind her 
on the tloors of the stock eschange 
or hanging al-c-ound Main and I lastings 
watching the lonely 
pour between thier partners 
looking for s fi-iend. 
Could this God 
ever serve 
sour soup 
and stale bread ? 

Leigh Ilonohue 





The Downtowneastside-Many Voices, One Hope 

The downtown Eastside 
is a complex community 
with many individuals and groups 
who work hard on its behalf. 
They have one common hope- 
to strengthen a community 
that has been here 
fiom the begining 
of Vancouver's history, 
and now is under seige 
from the threat of gentrification. 

Crab park. 
Friends who took Oppenheimer Park 
back from the drug dealers. 
Friends who established 
the Strathcona Community Gardens. 
Friends from all over Vancouver 
including a varity of churches, 
who co-operated to defeat 
the casino project in the D.E 
Friends who work to make 
Carnegie go, DERA go, DEYAS go, 

In this task and all those other groups 
we need allies that work for a better world- 
who respect us not a perfect one, but a better one. 

as we respect them; Friends such as the Political Response Group 

fiiends who understand ( PRG), 
that their liberation a group I know as a human being 
is bound up with ours. because we have worked together 

The Downtown Eastside is on common projects . 
rich in people PRG protested the March for Jesus 

who reach out to others in the Downtown Eastside 

in hope - and was instrumental in obtaining 
friends who have fought an apology to our community 

for ajust land claim, fiom the leaders of that march. 
and will never, ever, give up PRG picketed City Hall many times 
until justice is done. in the name of Social Housing. 

Friends who died fighting for I know 1 was there 
the right to form trade unions. hands freezing in the winter, 

hiends who overcame racism, soaked through in rainy weather 

and not only survived, but pervaded. PRG created a multi-media play 

Friends who occupied designed to win respect for our community 
the Camegie Library in 1935, The play was at Carnegie, 

and then organized the people liked it, 

On-to-Ottawa Terk and at many churchs. 

in the hope of work and wages. Its purpose was to win allies 

Friends who started D.E.R.A, for a community under seige. 

and then won the Carnegie Centre PRG has conducted two twenty -four hour vigils 

for the community at Woodward's 
after a fight lasting seven years. to help keep alive 

Friends among imigrants and refugees the community's hopes for that building. 

who know the horror of In my experience, PRG is 

totalalitarian states and the gobal econmy. respectful of the Downtown Eastside 
Friends whon fought for, and won, and its many voices. 



Danny Korcia, 
a respected Carnegie Board Member 
who died in 1991, once said, 
" I have come to believe 
that we must help each other 
more than we do. 
We are put down by 
federal, provinical, and city goverments 
as winos and skid road people. 
To beat that 
we shouldcstick together, 
respect each other, 
fight for one another. 
Organized in this way, 
we can prove to all of them 
that we are people like them, 
not the people 
they categorize us to be." 

Sandy Cameron 

"There is a perfect example of  what is 
wrong with this country today." 

"There is a perfect example of what i s  
wrong with this country today." 



r' 
August I ,  1997 

Ian McRae 
President 
Downtown Eastside Residents Association 

Dear Ian 

I am writing this letter as a long time resident of 
the DES, in reference to our conversation on 
Sunday, July 25 and the Vancouver Sun article of 
Monday, July 266, 1997. 

It is my opinion, as well as that of my wife and 
others I have talked to recently and in the past that 
175 Sq. Ft. is inadequate, even if it is self- 
contained. People say that if they move into a 
small suite, what would they do with the stuff they 
have accumulated over the years. I myself sa;, 
why should I move into something that small. 
Downsizing for a person with money from 3000 
square ft. to 1500 squ. st. after the kids have 
grown up and left home, even has them singing the 
blues because they find their quarters too stnall. So 
why is DERA hying to undo all the work your 
own arid other organizations have done to get the 
minium size the city is considering pushed up to 
320 square feet. 

This only belittles people who are poor. Then, the 
article also says that for $750 there will be suites 
twice the size. What person living in the DES on 
welfare can afford that kind of money? DERA 
was intended for the people of the DES and to line 
developers pockets. I am really appalled by this. 
Seeing all the hard work done by so many go 
down the drain is really depressing. 

I would suggest that the staff and Board members 
look back in your files to see where your 
organization and other drew the line. Please check 
what past executive director Barb Daniel and 
members of other organization suggested to Brad 
Holmes. lfyou are not familier with it, ask Torn 
Laviolette to see a video on that. 

As to Mr. Weaver [the developer -- ed. ] saying he 
lived in the DES, I have my doubts. If 1 remember 
correctly, he was siding with Mr. t-iolmes on 
micro-suites. He was sitting next to Sonny and me 
at the development permit board meeting and was 
saying he stayed at the Dominion Hotel for 4 
months and had a home in Victoria while working 
in Vancouver. So I don't think he is exactly an 
expert on what it takes for liveability in this 
neighbourhood. 

Some information for you: the room in the 
Dodson range fi-om 150 to 220 sq. ft. with three 
apartments at 325 sq. ft. These are fully furnished 
units. 

To summa~ize my letter, I and many others do n o t  , 

support this proposal. 

As ever, 

Eldon Jones, resident (active in working on many 
neighbourhood issues such as 
Woodwards/housing/seniors, and on the ('arneg~e v 

and Second Mile boards) 

b 

Maggie Carmichael (Dodson resident, coffee 
room volunteer, community kitchen volunteer-) 



cool bud osborn 

i t'hv being cool you mean 
I0 below zero in february 

on a street comer in the south bronx 
t~ying to score 
a couple hundred black and puerto rican junkies 
looking hard at you 
the only white face there 

or if by cool you mean 
trapped and pinned 
in a hell-hole roominghouse in toronto 
2 psychotic men 
press knives against your flesh 
and one of them says 
"I'm going to cut your throat" 

or if the cops 
have drawn thier guns 
pointed them at you outside 10s angeles 
and the nastiest cop tells you 
they are going to take you 

it' by being cool you mean into the desert 
situations like that and shoot you 
where you stay calm and no one will ever know 
11iaku no false moves 
and do not go 

" emotionally 
around the bend into flip city 

1 well 
I have been cool in those circumstances 
I sunived 

but if you mean 
being cool 
regarding me and you 

well 
I am afiaid 
I have got no idea 
what you are talking about 

in this dangerous situation 
in this passionate circumstance in Vancouver 
all I want to do 
is scream out my feelings for you 
like some 
crazy-assed fool 

who is anything 
but cool 



MORE REAL PEOPLE, PLEASE Gar ry  Gust  

I n  l a t e  J u l y  t h e  TV news w a s  showing 
a s t o r y  a b o u t  a h e a t  wave i n  Chicago.  
The camera was panning  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  
t o  keep c o o l  on a beach ,  t h e n  i t  zoomed 
i n  on a middle-aged b l a c k  man and a 
middle-aged w h i t e  man s t a n d i n g  neck  
deep  i n  t h e  water hav ing  a l a i d - b a c k  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

The camera h e l d  t h a t  s h o t  f o r  a b o u t  
f i v e  seconds  t h e n  b roke  away. 

Those were a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f i v e  
s e c o n d s  c a p t u r e d  on TV where b l a c k  and 
w h i t e  peop le  s e e n  t o g e t h e r  a r e  u s u a l l y  
squeaky-voiced a c t o r s  p l a y i n g  t h e  f o o l  
on s i t u a t i o n  comedies ,  o r  m i l l i o n a i r e  
s p o r t s  h e r o e s  t r a s h  t a l k i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  

But t h e  two men i n  t h a t  5 second  shoi  
d i d n ' t  appea r  t o  be  med ioc re  a c t o r s ,  oi 
o v e r p a i d  a t h l e t e s .  They looked  l i k e  
two o r d i n a r y  J o e s  s t a n d i n g  i n  l a k e  
Michigan p robab ly  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
wea the r .  

I wish I had a  p o i g n a n t  p o i n t  t o  mak~ 
h e r e ,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  q u i t e  f i g u r e d  i t  
o u t  y e t .  I g u e s s  i t  h a s  some th ing  t o  
do  w i t h  how p o w e r f u l l y  t e l e v i s i o n  c a n  
i n f l u e n c e  o u r  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  o u t l o o k  on 
Nor th  American s o c i e t y ,  and t h o s e  f i v e  
s e c o n d s  were l i k e  a f a i n t  l i g h t  i n  a 
d a r k  t u n n e l  o f  doom and gloom. 



I like to smoke 
cocaine 
i t  almost makes me feel like 
i'm in love again 
for a moment 
makes me feel like i'm 
in love again every 
time it  breaks my heart 

smoking cocaine 
is a dangerous game 
i t  puts yo11 in the line of fire 
pats you on the back and 
SilyS 
"you're the problem here" 
the whole worlds looking down 
Tor ways to dress its demons 
and there you are 
coupable 
cat~ght with the pipe in your mouth 

the crackheads're here 
handing their lives over 
to laughing dealers 
crackheadcrackhead 
"chasing the elusive 
butterfly of love" 
"its all her fault" 
the fever bums 
"git me another rock" 

used to dare to dream 
now it seems too 
many schemes're 
blowin everything away 
don't believe in anything ' 
dying 
for an afterlife 
ever aching for just 
one thing 
love 
by fluke 

Diary self itrospection to god of Elizabeth 
Thorpe PI xxxxx 

Dear Editor. 

The poor are our dears. We need them. 
We should be allowed to take drugs. 
We are already addicted. 
Please let us take our drugs. 

About two years ago 
I attempted to end my own life 
The offencive that followed 
nearly ended my life 
ECT drugs and mutiny 
Four months of death threats 
from another inmate. 

Elizabeth Thorpe 

m't 

or fate 
or wait 
love 
the one 
light 
peace 
love 
I like to smoke ... 
it almost ... 

goblin 97 

Take heart loved one 
all us lovely ladies 
and your God will lead you to the One 
So tired of fighting off the witches 
So tired of the heat 
So tired of trying to find you 
So tired of this hell 

Mark what a lark 
we fly like angels 
our souls fiee 

Waiting for the hell to end 
why won't it be sent to me 
to heaven l'be been waiting for 

Elizabeth Thorpe 



written for the memorial 
service for cassandra 
antoine, helld in the 
parking lot of the 
pah-icia hotel . Friday 
june 13, 1097 . cassandra 
was murdered. 

we gather for her sun 

she who was born a child and for her stars 
beloved of life and for her moon 
has been tom from her life and for her need 
ruthlessly 
as a child from her mother's breast 

and for her longing 
and for her dreams 
and for the wind of spirit and love 

cassandra who was born a child in her heart and in her soul 
beloved of life 
beloved of wind and sun and stars and the moon we gather for our sister 
and the hearts of her friends who suffered the abscence of love in our lives 
has been treated cassandra 
as though cursed by life whose life lives in our lives 

in our suffering 
cassandra who was born a child in our memory 
beloved of life in our resistance 
has been abandoned by those sworn th protect her 
and betrayed by those paid to care for her life we gather for Cassandra 
and so she became and target whose life lives in our lonliness 

for the hatred of men in our exclusion 
in our abandonment whose sanctioned drunken lust for power 

defiled her life in our struggle for justice 

cassandra who was born a child 
beolved of life 
but t o m  from her life 
and treated as though cursed by life 
and become a target for those who hate life 
fbr her life 
entusted by life to us 

cassandra who was born a child 
beloved of life 
has beome in her death 
so dearly 
so deeply 
beloved 
of us 

for her life bud osborn 

so we gather this evening 
for cassandra 
our sister 
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Author~ty Today 
All the Issues of importance to humanity are like 

a plague showing us the senselessness. Are there 
too many people driving too many cars? I know 
the speed, power ,and seperation from wind and 
nolse all contr~bute to unconscious use ... waste. 
Now transit is becoming overly expensive, how do 
we make any improvements in this city ? Bicycles 
are a good answer but there continues to be 
pushing fbr helmets, lights, licensing, etc., this 
makes it  higher cost while giving cops yet another 
law to stop komeone who simply hasn't complied 
with money. 
Does the public believe police are not abusing 

thier authority especially when someone is stopped 
merely because a cop wants to process the person 
only looking to find out what the " computer" may 
or may not have on that individual. As oppression 
occures people find themselves on the recieving 
end. 

Is it not true "the rich oppress the poor", or "the 
police are the instrument where by wealthy 
oppress and suppress the poor"?? Sounds like 
leftist dogma but fact is the wealthy powerful 
abusers of authority do keep low income from 
speaking out or visibly reminding lotus land livers 
there is a problem. 

I remember one titne I verbalised against the 
difficulty in getting a street mental health man's 
welfare cheque cashed. We were set upon by a 
bank robbery team of cops. It was the fourth or 
fifth financial institution we went to on a Friday 
night before sisc. When the Toronto Dominion, a 
chartered bank as required by law at the time 
refused us service five minutes to six I spoke out. 
We found police response to be swift and heavy 
handed, noo effort was made to improve our lot 
by the police or bank manager. Thus we w e k  
"processed". Weeks later my friend ended up 
being taken involuntarily to Riverview because he 
had accumulated a "number" of police responses 
as an oppressed man on the street. It is a bad way 
to learn that cops will send a man away because a 
person has "cost" the taxpayers money with too 
many police stops recorded on computer. 

Mike Bohnert 

IF YOU HAITI';. 
A MENTAL 

ILLNESS AND 
ISSUES \vITH 

DRUGS 
AND/OR 

ALCOHOL THIS 
PROGRAM CAN 

HELP CALIJ. 
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a 
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NEED HELP? 
The Downtown Eastside Reside 
can help you with: 
' any welfare problem 
"information on legal rights 
'disputes with landlords 
"unsafe living conditions 
*income tax 
WIC problems 
"finding housing 

Association 

kpening a bank account 
Come into the Dera oMce at 426 Carrall St. or 
phone us at 682-0931. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

FOR 24 YEARS. 


