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WHO CARES?. . . , . , . . . WHO CARES? 

I'm down at First Church Mission every Sunday 
morning. Sometimes 1 wander around my old 
haunts of the '30's. 1 note a few longing eyes still 
looking up to the everlasting hills. 
At one time I wrote a great deal about growing 

up in the East End. Don't do much of that now. 
But I like to paint - mainly to discover in another 
way the ironies, contradictions, the unbelievable 
hurt at every corner - stark reminder of betrayal of 
our fellows, of enormous indifference. 

But I like, too, to paint kids bouncing with life 
..which is our only hope. 
I'm an old army vet, know all about poppies and 

moaning minnies first hand, but sometimes I 
tremble when I remember how quickly it was, in 
September 1939, that so many hungry and 
homeless marched off to war. 

Sam Roddan 

NEXT 

:E?5E& 
MEETING 

NOVEMBER 07,1997 
AT ZOO PM. 

IN CLASS ROOM TWO 
THIRD FLOOR 

CARNEGIE COMUNITY CENTRE 

GUEST SPEAKER : 

FROM 
CANADIAN DIABETIC ASSOCIATION 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
CHRIS LAIRD 

665 -2220 

Vancouver's Misty Mountains 

Ever present 
Ever solid lows and highs 
Ever changing colours 
Morning mist moves in 
Replacing darkness 
Ridges are revealed 
As mist hides low 
Behind the first mountains 
Sinks to the centre behind the second 
And lingers on high 
Behind the third row 
A picture so obvious 
Each ridge clearly defined 
Three dimensional 
Breathtaking! 

Dora Sanders 

Ms. Sarah Evans, Coordinator, Learning Centre 
Dear Ms. Evans, 
I am writing on behalf of the students of the 

English Language and Culture Program, as they 
would like to express their gratitude to you for 
taking the time to discuss with them the many 
important educational issues facing those living in 
the Downtown Eastside. 

The informal, informative and understandable 
explanations you gave, as well as the amount of 
timaand patience you dedicated to this group of 
students, will undoubtedly affect how each will 
carry out his or her responsibilities in the future. 
Upon hearing their comments, I know that your 
message of the need for understanding of the 
many serious issues facing residents of the 
community, especially the need for accessible 
education, moved them deeply. 
Thank you also for arranging for Alicia to speak 

with our group during our visit. 
Yours, 

Ena Lee . 



1 watch for upcoming even6 in the monthly 
1 brochures available at the Information Dork 
1 and in the Senior's Lounge 

i The Lions of Vancouver / The Star Sirius 

If you consider how many geographical markers 
we have in Vancouver, eventually you will realize 
that there's only one geographical marker for the 
entire ci ty... I'm talking about the north shore 
mountains - The Lions. Before they were called 
that they were known as the sisters, and before 
that, of course, they were nameless? Not quite. 

It's interesting to note that in ancient Egypt there 
was an important word that resembled the 
sisterdlions. It is a hieroglyphic si know as 
"horizon". It's written like this, a n d i t  
represented the gateway between this world and 
the next. The next world is upside down and 
invisible. 

Not only are lions in Vancouver - they are in fact 
almost due north. What does it mean that Vancou- 
ver is the only city in the world with a "horizon" 
on due north? Well, I'll let you figure it out. 
Remember that north is the direction from which 
magic comes. 

South, on the other hand, is dominated by the 
largest star in the sky, that rises at certain times of 
the year, right over the needle exchange, and pass- 
es south-west. The name of the star is * Sirius. 
It's a double star with an invisible companion, that 

is the heaviest object in the universe - the smallest 
and the heaviest - which, according to the Egypti- 
ans, was the rudder of the starship that drives this 
solar system. 
If you don't believe it, I don't care. But the fact 

is, that star drives your soul right between the 
Lions - north. 
Of course, those who have already been north, 

revert to their origin, Sirius, and fly instead to the 
south - to the rudder of the ship that carries Osiris, 
who is death in life and life in death. He is the one 
who renews life no matter how many deaths he 
must have. 
This is important because, 9 . the s i p  "Ankh" 

means the exact moment at which the sap in the 
dormant tree begins to head up the tree, plant, and 
produces another season of leaf, fiuit and flower 
and seed. It does it year after year, since the 
beginning of time, and then some. That's why it's 
known as "life". 
So, if you know life, Sirius, and the Lions, you 

already have enough to reconstruct your soul as a 
winged bird. One that is ready to fly, no holds 
barred. 

TORA 



October 17 is the date for international events on 
the most obvious and oppressive issue on this plan- 
et: povcrty. On this day. End ~egislatcd Poverty 
organised a rally & march that brought people out 
from all over the Lower Mainland and reached a 
peak in an Information Day at Carnegie. 

ELP highlighted the events with its Government 
Progress Report: 1996 to 1997. 

Each of 5 areas \\ere letter-graded: 
A The government demonstrates excellent or out- 
standing perfomiancc in relation to the expected 
outcomes for the sub-ject. 
B The government demonstrates very good 

performance.. . 
C+ The gov't denlonstrates good performance 
C ..satisfactory performance 
C- ..minimally acceptable perfomiance 
IP  making progrcss. but additional time and great 

effort is stdl necdcd ... 
F has not dcmonstratcd. or is not demonstrating. 

the minimally acceptable performance in relation 
to the cspected outcomes for the subject. 

Social Studies (Who's been hit and ho\v) I P 
Mathcrnatics (Adding up the cost of living) F 
Art of creatin& jobs and raising wages F 
Comprehension (Understanding people's needs) F 
Language Arts (Spin Doctoring) A 

Summary: For the second year in  a row, the NDP 
goicrnment has sho\\n no real progress \\hen it 
conics to the issue of poverty anlong its citizens. 
Thcy have cndcd the right of pcople in need to 
receive wlfare and continued to show conlplete 
disregard for the rights and needs of the poor. 

Whcn thc NDP uses slogans likc 'Work is a 

Bcttcr Dcal than Welfare'. the!, arc cncournsing 
pcoplc to think in stcrcot>.pcs. By thinking in these 
stercot! pcs. such as pcoplc on \velfare arc lazy and 
don't \\-ant to \vork. people on welfare arc seen in a 
negntivc \\,a\.. Whcn the uncniplo~mcnt rate sits at 
nine percent or higher. and Employment Insurance 
covers only about 40% of unemployed people, 
thcrc is no othcr alternative than \velfare. The 
government should choose to address and educate 
the public on the causes of povcrt?., instcad of 
encouraging than to view pcoplc on \\elfarc in a 
negative \\.a!.. 
The NDP government has not acted on any 

except one of the suggestions for improvcment in 
the 95/96 progrcss report. Instead the>, have 
created more hardship and regressive policics for 
poor people in BC. Since the NDP has not adequ- 
ately addressed the needs of the poor, through 

I '  1 
reahst~c assistance rates, greater access~blllty to 
needed benefits, a h~ghcr mlnlmum \\age, and 
lookm~ for pos~tlve ways of long tenn job creation. 
as well as lobbying the federal government for 
BC's f a r  share of transfer pa?ments, \\c are con 
s~der~ng e\pellmg them 

Prepared by End Legislated Poverty 
Endorsed by: 

Salmon Arm Outreach Society 
Together Against Poverty Socicty 
Victoria Street Community Association 
federated anti-povcrty groups of BC 
Kamloops Active Support Against Poverty 
Surrey Child Poverty Cormnittec 
~usti'Ee & Peace Uilit, Anglican Church 
Neighbourhood Hclpcrs 
Handicapped & Lo~v-Income Society 
Do\vnto\\n Eastside Residents' Associati011 
Commercial Drive Anti-Poverty Group 
SPARC BC 
New West Advocacy 
Tcrracc Anti-Povcrty Group 
Thc Advocacj. Ccntrc 
Nelson Anti-Poverty Action Group 
First Unitcd Church /I 
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(W'ade Luciak, Vuncouver Sun, O c t .  17, 1007) 

As it raises funds to aid street 
people, Hotel California starts 
forcing long-term tenants out. 
ROBERT SMTl 
1. ':ll;,lii:t~r suit 

hlore than 50 long-term tenants have 
been evicted from the Hotel California 
and  another 50 will soon be gone to 
make room for higher-paying tourists. 

The evictions come even as the hotel 
is t a h g  pn in a high-profile fund-rais- 
ing cnmpaign to allebiate homelessness 
on GrLmtdle Street 

"Talk about cynical," said Barry 
Hames, one of those forced to move. 

"That's 100 people kicked out, and 
they are doing public relations about 
homeless people." 

The Hotel California and another ho- 
tel, the Royal, are evicting all their low- 
income tenants in advance of a pro- 
posed new city "and-conversion" bylaw 
that would attempt to stem the loss of 
low-rent single room occupancy (SRO) 
housing. The bylaw, which wdl be pre- 
sented for public consideration later this 
fall, would levy a fee on conversions or 
require a one-for-one replacement for 
units that have been converted. 

The remaining 50 tenants at the Cali- 
fornia have unal Nov. 3 to find new ac- 
commodations. At the Royal. about 50 
have left already and 24 are still look- 
ing for new places. 

L m  weekend, the Cdifomia's bar and 
about 20 other bars or nightclubs on 
Granville donated S3 from each cover 
charge to aid agencies working with 
sufet  people. 

The Barwatch campaign is aimed at 
"cicnning up the sueet for the safety and 
protection of patrons." said Vance 
Campbell. one of the oqnnizers. 

r\ stmilar fund-miser I x t  year raised 
nbout S22.000. which W A S  distributed 
r o  :cvcr:tl aycncics, s;ud Campbell. 

California owner Lt'nidc Luciak had 
l i  ttle pnticncc last ~vcck for residents' 
Zroups rh,lt criticized him tor cvicting 
peuplc tvhllc putting up posters for the 
Barwatch campaign. 

"The re ukes," said Luciak. "Over 
the + years, no o y has done more for 
those [tenants] than I have." 

He said he ordered the evictions be- 
cause he would have been stuck with 
the tenants once the bylaw passed and 
wouldn't have been able to run his busi- 
ness as he saw fit. 

He said all the people evicted are his 
friends -"and always will be." 

The 45-year-old Hames isn't one of 
them. He moved to another nearby ho- 
tel, paying $25 more a month, and then 
took a job with the Main and Hastings 
Community Development Society to 
help other evicted tenants get relocat- 
ed. 

Some moved to other rooms nearby, 
a few got into subsidized housing, and 
the rest have had to move out O F  the 
neighborhood, mainly to the Down- 
town Eastside, said Hames. 

City housing relocator Judy Graves is 
also worried about  t he  crunch on 
Grande .  

"I have a deep concern that there are 
not enough vacancies," aid Graves. t' She said many of the enana will have 
to move to less desirable places. 

Bob Ogduee, 47, sti l l  lives in the Cali- 
fornia and has a new place lined u near 
Main and Hastings. "I'm not too p f eased 
having to move that far, but what choice 
do I have?" he asked. 

Ogiltree has been paying $400 a 
month for a room with a private bath. 
Under tourist rates, the room will go for 
up to $60 a night, equivalent to $1,800 
a month. 



When you're told you can't win ... 
Woodwards is a tradition, a building. and the 

centre of a lot of controversy and politics. On 

I October 20 the owner/developer, FAMA Holdings 
(the front company for Kassem Aghtai) finally got 
its proposal to build 4 19 market condos before the 

. Development Permit Board. The hearing had been 
preluded by a 24-hour vigil outside shitty (sorry, 
that's c ip )  hall as people slept on the lawn and set 

* up a cardboard village to highlight the down-the- 
road possibilities/consequences if this market-only 
idea was approved. 

For those of you who have just landed, Kassem 
Aghtai bought the building and, after scamming 
the city for all the breaks he could, wrote off the 
lou-income people of the neighbourhood and chose 
(or got set on) the road to making this a 'well-todo 
only if-you-please' place. 

The Development Permit Board is 3 bureaucrats 
who are only mandated to look at the tcchnical side 
of proposals: they are not a political body account- 
able to voters, to the public. This did not daunt 
anyone. Council chambers was packed, people 
were crammed in sitting on the floor. there were 
scores holding a Peoples' Permit Hearing in the 
hall and many more just stayed outside and talked 
to passers-by. 

As city staff gave a summary of their work on the 
proposal, it became clear that staff & the board's 
bureaucrats wcre under orders - "Don't do any- 
thing! Just approve the damn thing.'' But they 

7. 
hadn't thc slightest idea of the eloquence, the level 
of intelligence and the riveting passion poured out 
by the 60-plus speakers holding truths to be self- 
evident: 'This market-proposal is wrong for our 
community. This is driven by greed and the self- 
interest of a few wealthy people. The impact of thi 
proposal will be catastrophic to the lives of 
thousands of residents of our neighbourhood." 

Every now and then some yahoo from grasstown 
would get up and rccite the numbcr (bullshitted) of 
people he was speaking for and the amount of 
money (bullshitted in spades) he represented. Then 
would come the evangelising of the Woodwards 
market-only project as the vanguard in their holy 
war to clean up the area, to revitalise the neigh- 
bourhood, to get their version of Gastown security 
goons onto Hastings Street and on and on. 

What was amazing \vas the level of respect given 
to all; there were no politicians present, no one to 
make you feel like you'd been kicked in the face 
just for laughs as the opposite of what was right 
was approved. People like Chuck Brook, Aghtai's 
PR guy, sat with head hung: several staff were 
shaken by the integrity and commitment of neigh- 
bourhood reps, a number of times even the board 
members voiced their disapproval of the narrow- 
minded plans of the dcvelopcr. 

At two different stages, the Board explicitly 
asked staff if there was any legal way or precedent 
that could be used to block approval. but (of 
course!'?!) in the end the tired "there's nothing we 
can do" rang out. 

Different takes range from "We were totally 
crushed" to "This was a victoy. There is so much 
support for our side, for no compromise at all until 
there is social housing as a major component of 
Woodwards ..." One person said she hadn't had so 
much fun at shitty (sorq, that-s C&) hall since 
197 1 \\hen they sat in the balcon!. and threw 
marshmallo\vs and balloons at the Councillors ... 

One battle does not a war make.. or something 
cquall profound-sounding. Stay tuned! 

PAULR' TAYLOR 



condos in the Woodwards building. At that time the members of this Board made the best decision they could/ 
nith their understanding of circumstances at that time. Since that time, honever. many things have changed 
and some of the underl~ing assumptions have proven to be false. 

In the Downtokvn Eastside we can measure those changes in numbers of deaths, illness, despair, increased 
rents, inadequate housing or homelessness, decpening poverty, and so on. City Council. police. health 
workers, and planners now all rccogniscd the crisis in our neighbourhood and the far-reaching implications 
for the city as a whole far more clearly than they did 2 112 years ago. 

As >.ou knotv. that permit \vas given in spite of much protest and concern on the part of our low-income 
C con mi unit^.. Wc saw - and still see - such a development as an engine driving gentrification rapidl!, fonvard 

and pushing out the poor to make \va>.. Your go-ahead was givcn, in spite of our protests. not because it was 
thc best option for the dc\.elopment of that site. but rather because in the opinion of tit!. staff at that time, it 
seemed to be thc only one. The building had already been vacant for several >cars and the popular \kisdom at 
City Hall \\as that fiuiding for social housing in the building could never be found. 

Honevcr, the prospect of nearl!. 400 condos was frightening to a conimunit~. already in a housing crisis. It 
could not stand by and Ict such a cornerstone projcct reshape the neighbourhood away from the interests of 
its Ion-inconic rcsidcnts. We persisted and actualll. succeeded in bringing the hnding fonvard from the 
prot.incial government to put a social housing component ~n to  thc Woodward's project. 1 am surc that if this 
possibilit>. had bccn foreseen. the original pr,:liminar) permit \vould not haw been grantcd \\ithout a 
rcquircnicnt for social housing to bc includcd in the picture. 
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9. 
So no\\. \+c arc in a very puzzling and frustrating situation vcr]l. diffcrcnt from whcre \ve ivere 2 112 years 

ago. Thcsc are somc of thc facts that you nccd to considcr noiv: 

The dcvclopment conditionally approved 2 112 years ago is still not much closer to realisation. The 
building is still boarded up. 
About 30 residcnts have invcstcd countless hours of thcir time to make a workable coop alongside the 
markct dcvclopmcnt only to havc the developer withdraw aftcr all thc work was completcd, resolution 
found for all substantive issues. and to our undcrstanding. the deal ready to sign. 
Thc only sccurc part of the dcvclopmcnt is the funding for the 200 units of co-op social housing that is : 
still guaranteed, yet the developer has turned his back on a commitment to partner with the community 
and thc province in dclivcring that housing. 
Thcsc 200 units of non-market housing ~vhich were to go into the Woodwards building have become an 
essential part of the framework of the City of Vancouver's own planning policies and housing plans for 
thc arca. Without this component, council, staff and citizens are left in the lurch, with a big hole in any 
housing strategy for the neighbourhood. 
There is no indication there are partners or b u \ m  for the huge retail component of the project or for the 
morc than 400 condos now proposed. In fact wc have been told by many voices in the real estate world 
that these condos are not marketable at the present time. 
Wc havc no idea ~vhether or not the developer intends to go ahead with this project, hold it for several 
\.ears. or sell it off for substantial profit - profit at the expense of this lotv-income community that so 
eloqucntly is speaking for itself here todaj.. We may well be farther from having a viable development on 
the Woodwards site than n-e were 2 112 years ago. 
We suspect that with all the controversy surrounding the project and its doubtful economic viability, that 
the developer may wish to unload the project. The money for the social housing is still there, and other 
developers are interested in taking it on. but we still don't know if the developer is seriously negotiating 
to sell the project to someone who wants to do the social housing or not. Even if this is so, such 
negotiations could go on for several more months 

Since there is no clear picture of what the final development will look like, or even if it will happen, it 
is against the community's and the city's interest to approve a Development Permit at this time. 
Granting the permit will, on the other hand, be sure to have at least two very negative effects on the 
surroun$ng community: 

I .  It nil1 bc used to justifi a higher asking price and a greater profit to the owner if thc propcrty is old - a 
profit gaincd at the cxpcnse of the poor tvho arc already suffering from rents that are often in excess of 
60% of their meagre inco~ncs. This will hcl the increase in values of surrounding properties creating 
intolerable pressure on current lo\\-income uses such as residential hotel rooms. 

2. It nould give the go-ahead to 400 market condos that are inacccssible to residents of the neighbourhond 
(should such units bccomc marketable in the future) in spite of the fact that the hnding, the plans and the 
partners arc in place for a projcct that includcs somc of the social housing thc area dcsperatel! nccds. 



The circumstances are so changed from those in which the Preliminary Development Permit was 
granted that I urge you to turn down this application. This Board and City Council have a social 
responsibility to ensure that there is social housing in the Woodwards development now that the 
financing, plans, and potential partners are in place. Furthermore it cannot serve the city's interest to 
approve a development permit for a market development that shows no indication of viability at the 
present time. In another 2 112 years the empty Woodwards building could still be sitting unused and 
boarded-up, but simply be more expensive to buy. 

I began with a litany of disasters unfolding daily in our neighbourhood. But that is only one side of the 
picture. Our community is continuing to develop its strengths and its hope in the face of deepening povert).. 
All speakcrs here today are a testimony to that hope. We will not stand idly by and allow such a dctrimental 
development to go ahead. If the permit is granted, and if the developer manases to get the project off the 
ground, the community nil1 fight it any way wc can. 

It seems ludicrous that we are here today reviening a project that is so far from the conununity's nceds. 
Earlicr this evening Larry Beasley said it is not "normal procedure" to send this decision back to Council. 
Well. this is not a normal situation and it requires you to go beyond your normal framework of rcsponse. The 
city has recogniscd the Dowtoun Eastside as a community in crisis. We need SOU to go further and to set 
strong social guidelines for any devclopmcnt pcrmits that are granted in the Downtown Eastsidc - beginning 
with this one All devclopmcnts in our neighbourhood must be assessed as to how they impact the already 
appalling social and economic conditions that rcsidents face every day. Dcvelopmcnts that erase or replace 
this stressed community arc not the ansuer. Wc need you to ensure that the one before you today does not go 

' 

ahead in its present form. 
4 

Finally, I'd like to say a few words to the Gastonn Homeomers who are here today. I am also a 
homeowner in the area and have bcen for almost 10 years. I cannot understand why anyone would move into 
a neighbourhood and, instead of joining in and listening to the experience of the resident groups that are 
already there. they form another group of esclusively home owners. That approach will never build 
community or find solutions to the social problems we face. That doesn't lead to a healthy mixed community 
It only filihcr divides. 

Thank you. 

[***As an intcrcsting bit of flotsam - the editor of 
this rag sent Icttcrs to peoplc who'vc becn gctting it 
mailed or othcni.isc delivered for free.. sonlc for 
years. .  and politcly asked then1 to think about the 
little linc on thc front covcr: FREE - Donations 
accepted. The Comn~unity Scrviccs Group at City 
Hall has agrecd to spring for it! 
A lcttcr \vent to City Council, since each Council- 

lor has bcen getting the ( ' a r~e~g ie  Newske~ler cver) 

Marg Green. President 
Wood~vards Co-op Committee. 

.i; . 
time slnce 1986! But. strangcl),. thcre has bcen no 
rcsponse?? Was it something I said? Another lcttcr 
wcnt to Kassem Aghtai: hc-s got more money than 
hc'll ever bc able to spcnd, so a s u ~ e s t e d  $2 100- 
$2300 (per \.ear) ... nothing ).ct.. Ma).bc his 
sccrctary forgot or -the cheque is in thc mail' - 
maybe his nosc is bent out of shape becausc ... ? 

I \\+ole oncc ; I I ~ C I  ~ ~ s k e d  Dos;~ l i x  9350,000 to 1icIp Jcliily 
renowlion costs. IIc I I ; ~  Ilie CIL'CL'IIC~ to reply. nnyvay. 

PRT 



GALLERY GACHET PRESENTS: HELEN PITT GALLERY 11. 

Gallcry Gachet announces its first annual juried 
small art & craft sale (just in time for the gift- 
buying season). We are looking for unique and 
othcr hand-craftcd curios and craft items. 

&st per Participant: $50 for each (3' table; 
$25.for 1/2 u table. 

All sale proceeds so directly to each artist. 
No conunission is taken bv the Gallen. 

If !ou arc intercstcd in participating. plcasc bring 
photos or samplcs of !.our nork to Gallcp Gachet. 
88 East Cordova. on Saturda~. Nov.29 bctneen 
noon and 4 p.m. All unsclcctcd artwork and photos 
can be pickcd up Monda! or Tuesday. Dcccmber 1 
& 2nd. from 10-4pn1. 

Call 687-2468 for morc information. 

FUNDMISING EMERGENCY 
z+ 7uU maaa ca 7uU mddn s e  

12 noon, Dec.13 to 12 midnight, Jan. 12 

Announcing a 30-day art fcstival that focuses on 
social issucs in the Dountown Eastsidc. It  will bc 
an all-inclusivc event and Function as a synergy 
betuccn an art exhibition. pcrformancc and public 
forum. What is the truc Spirit of Vancouver in the 
90's0? Whcrc havc wc come from and \\here are we 
headed? Art can cncouragc discussion and address 
ideas on a level that dialogue cannot. Togcther the 
two approaches complement each othcr. 

Why support the Helen Pitt Gal!eqs? Because its 
mandate calls for the critical analysis of contemp- 
orary issues in current arts practices, specifically 
including cultural preservation and development 
and stratcgies of resistance to political. cultural, 
racist. sexist, individual and economic exploitation 
and oppression. The politics of the Downtown East- 
side and the politics of the Helen Pitt Gallery are 
the silme. 
The Full Moon to Full Moon Arts Event is a 

unique approach to the problems of living in the 
inner city. and will encourage the arts and 
community involvement. 

A collaboration between the power of moon and 
reflection. Those interested can contact Carola 
Goetz or Raphael Pocaterra at 68 1-6740. 

F'u,ll Moon 
(to Walt Whitman) 

Sadness descends as the 
cloud breezes over the moon Help Train Tomorrow's Doctors 

The moodrises as the cloud The UBC medical school needs male & female 
breezes over the star. volunteer patients of any agc both healthy or ill to 

Twilight ascends as the star fades, hclp students learn how to interview and complete 
the moon falls, a ph\sical examination (esternal only). The total 

And the cloud breezes tinic for each teaching session is bctnecn 2-4 

over the sun. hours. Tucs. & Thur. Afternoons. Travel espcnses 
will be paid. Call VGH at 875-5943. 

Anitc~ Stevens 



An M.P.'s days stretch into weeks 

It's hard to believe that three and a half months 
have gone by since the federal election. After a 
very busy summer in Vancouver East, I finally 
made it to Ottawa for the opening of the 36th 
Parliament. Each day is paradoxically stretched 
into a week, but gone in a flash. 
Day One Up at 6:30 am ready to meet Julius 
Fisher of "Working TV", who wants to film me at 
7:30am leaving the old brick house I share with 
three other non-MPs. 

First appointment at 8:30am is the annual lobby 
of the National Action Committee on the Status of 
Women. The room is covered with crystal chande- 
liers and deep rose and gold wallpaper, but the op- 
ulence of the room pales before the serious issues 
pressed by NAC activists: violence against women, 
growing poverty, gun control, Multilateral Agree- 
ment on Investment (MAI) and social programs. 

After a quick caucus briefing, I get back to my 
office and review correspondence and a whole 
slew of invitations. How to avoid double and even 
triple booking? 

The "Working TV" is still with me and we 
attempt an interview on the vast green lawn in 
front of the peace tower. The clock chimes I I am 
and I'm horrified that I'm late for the election of 
the speaker. The shortest route is right through an 
anti-choice rally on the steps of Parliament Hill. I 
close my eyes as I dash up the steps. 

Four ballots later, the previous speaker is re- 
elected amid ritual and tradition that is incompre- 
hensible to me. "How is this relevant?" I ask my- 
self several times as we walk hallways to the Sen- 
ate. One useful thing emerges: I end up walking 
next to Alan Rock, the minister of health, and I 
don't stop talking until I'm sure he's understood 
what I'm saying about the public health crisis we 
are facing with HIV and intravenous drug use. 

1 implore him to visit Vancouver East and see for 
himself the pain and suffering of countless need- 
less deaths from drug overdoses. He says he is 
willing to meet with me. (Later that day I write 
him a letter to remind him of our conversation.) 

In between ballots I meet with the NDP housing 

critic and the Cooperative Housing Federation of 
Canada to discuss how to get the federal govern- 
ment back involved with housing, 
Iluy Two 6:30am again. I didn't sleep well be- l 

cause I left the alarm clock back in Vancouver and i 

was worried I'd oversleep. Today I'm walking to I 
Parliament Hill, about 30 minutes. I arrive soaked 
after a heavy downpour. A quick review of yet I 

more invitations before stopping in at an orienta- 
tion session for new M.P.s followed by the NDP 
caucus daily strategy meeting 

More ritual and tradition and a very long throne 
speech that's very short on concrete, tangible 
actions. It reeks of unreality. They say they care 
about poverty, youth unemployment and 
Aboriginal people but Vancouver East seems far 
removed from the golden glib words. 
The place is plastered with media; you have to be 

careful not to trip over the cables. I dash back to 
my office to phone media in Vancouver to give a 
reaction to the throne speech. The piles of paper- 
work in my office also await ... 
Day Three After a full morning caucus meeting, 
NDP leader Alexa McDonough gives her response ! 

to the throne speech. She has worked very hard to 
get here. After more media interviews, I attend a 
reception at the National Press Club. It's a mass of 
MPs and staff. Someone says the actual media 
types are in the back playing pool. 
Day Four A morning meeting with John Radosa- 
vic, president of the fisher's union in BC. Then a 
hurried departure back to Vancouver to speak at 
the Vancouver/Richmond Health Board. 
Ilay Five Friday is for catching up in the comm- 
unity office. My staff in Vancouver and Ottawa 
are working heroically to keep up with the ever- 
increasing volume of case work, correspondence 
and scheduling. 1 meet with constituents and 
prepare for speaking on housing issues at a panel 
this evening. 
The weekend is packed full and I tell my son Lief 

we have to find time to get to the laundromat. On 
Sunday afternoon it's back to Ottawa. 
That's it for week one of a new Parliament. 

Whew! 
Libby Davies M P. , 

- I 



f Background on the killing field 13 

* ("The Federal Government, through Health Canada, sponsoied a study called the Nurrotrtrl .-lcrioti I'llrri 
on HIV utd Inleclion /)lug [Jse. The report outlines a series of steps towards taking drugs otT'the street 

nd and putting them into the health care system. A comprehensiie harm reduction strategy is needed now 
3 before i t  is too late.") 
:d * "A coniprehensive strateby has been in place in Liverpool, England, for many years and is an example 

of the eftectiveness of this kind of approach. It has seen an tllV infection rate for d n ~ g  users of only 1% 
and a yearly rate of new infections of almost zero %, making Vancouver's figures an international shame." 

(Merseyside Regional Health Authority, Liverpool, England) 

e * "One thousand, two hundred and twenty-two people have died due to drug overdoses in D.C. since 
1993. A high proportion of these deaths have taken place in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside." 

(B.C. Coroner Service; Larry Campbell, Chief Coroner) 

r * ''.The drug-related deaths happening every day due to overdoses, suicide, violence and I-lIV/AIDS have 
made the Downtown Eastside feel like a 'killing field'." 

be 
(Liz Evans, comm~~r~ity worker and original stam member at DERA's Portland Hotel) 

a July 23, 1997 Libby Davies, hlP, Vancouver East . 
- ,  

/ 1640 East Hastings St .  Vancouver VSL IS6 
The Hon. Allan Rock, Minister of Health, Phone (604)878-1029 Fax (604)255-88 16 

House of C'omnions, Ottawa, Ontario. KI A 0A6 
g, * 

Ise . Dear Minister. 

sa- 
a 

Si~ice 1993. one thousand two hundred and twenty-two people in BC have died as a result of drug over- 
doses, It is the leading cause of death in BC for people who are between the ages of 30 and 44. 
These figures are staggering and are only the beginning of what has become a health and social emerg- 

ency in the riding of Vancouver East. 
On July 15 conimunity members and social and health care providers came together and organized a 

number of actions to draw attention to the grave situation in thk Downtown Eastside of Vancouver. This 
community now has the largest incidence of HIV amongst drug users in the western world. According to a 
recent BC Ministry of Health study (VIDUS ,kurfy), the HIV infection rate of IV drug users is currently 
23%, and growing at 18-20% per year. This means that within 2 years the HIV rate amongst drug users 
could be 65% -- recognized as a saturation point. 

Unfortunately, these statistics do not begin to describe the pain, suffering and despair that is part of our 
co~nniunity. The colnmunity has worked very hard to provide the best possible support and services to IV 
drug users and to stem the HIV infection rate but the Downtown Eastside is crying out for help.. we cannot 
understand why the federal government appears unmoved to act. 

For too long illicit drug use has been treatcd priniarily as a law and order and enforce~nent problem. I t  
seems that elected representatives, especiall:~ at the federal level. have not had the courage to look at the 
real picture and address the social, health and economic issues related to addiction. Many people in  our 
comniunity have come to the conclusion that more emphasis on "enforcement on the drug proble~n" will 
continue to be a failure in addressing the serio~~sness of drug addiction. 
The community is saying in clear. unequiv~~cal terms that i t  is critical for the federal government to ~ t ;  

to stop the "killing fields"; to stop people dying on the streets and back alleys from drug overdoses; and to 
stop the alnr~nin~! increase in 11IV infkction 



As you are the Minister of Health, we are looking to you and your government ti)r Icadersl~~p ; l r d  Ilclp. 
Ihe Nutinnul Action Plun on I l lVund  Injt*ction Drug Use has. in reality. presented no action at ;dl. We 
need cotnprehensive health and social hann ~eduction strategies to help IV drug users. We need the 
federal government to take a leadership role in providing health and social support. inclutling tirug 
addiction maintenance programs, through a paramedical model 
The 1994 Cirin Report on Illicit Narcotic Overtlnse I>euths in WC' provided an excellent eupl;lnation of 

and rationale for what needs to be done. If you or your oflicials have not read this report. I would urge you 
to do so. l'he report is straightforward and clear in its approach, and emphasizes the need to undeli:~ke 
holistic harm reduction strategies. 

I cannot conclude this letter witliout raising one other very serious issue that contributes signi ticantly to 
the growing poverty and economic depression of the Ilowntown Eastside. The lack of safe. affixdnble and 
accessible housing is also an area where the federal government should be taking the lead in responsibility. 
The right to shelter is a fundamental human right. yet there are thousands of people in Vi~ncou\er IJast 
who live in deplorable, substandard housing or who are homeless. The federal government's ahmdon~nent 
of social housing contributes to growing pwrerty i n  the Downtown Eastside. 

In conclusion. Mr. Rock, 1 don't know how familiar you are with the gravity of the situation in 
Vancouver's [>owntown Eastside. or how the co~nniunity is struggling to survive apinst huge odds. I 
would like to invite you to see and discuss our concerns first hand with knowledgeable local people. I 
know local residents and agencies would welcome the opportunity to meet with you. 'l'he I>ownro\in 
Eastside is a strong and articulate community, but i t  needs the attention of you and your govcmlnent to 
address the growing health and social crisis of HIV and 1V drug addiction. 1 r .  

1. 
Thank you for your attention to these issut:~. I look forward to hearing from YOU. 

Sincerel y. 

Libby Davies, MP, Vancouver East. 

cc: The I Ion. Alfonsa Gagliano. Minister fcr Public Works and Government Services 
.ludy Wasylycia-lxis. Federal New I>emocrat Health Critic 
The I Ion. .loy MacPhail. BC Minister of Health 
The I ion. l'enny Priddy, RC blinister of Children and Families 
Jenny Kwan. MLA for Mount Pleasant 
I .iz l'v:ms and h4ark 7'ownsend. Portland t iotel 
1,011 Ih~lerais. l'ancouver Nati\:e tlealth 
Jollrl 1.un.e~. 1)EYAS ([)owntown Eastside J'outh   chi ties Society) 
Bud Osbom. member, \~;lncouverlKich111011d I ieahh Hoard 
Ian MacRae, President, DEKA (Downtown Eastside Kcsidcnts' Associatio~~) 
Dr. Liz Whynot, North tleiilth Unit 
klupgs Sigurgeirson, I'resident, Carnegie Cornnlunity  cent^^ Association 
h4argaret I'revost. I'residcnt, linited Native Nations I .ocal 1.3.; 
Paul Taylor, Editor, Carnegie Newsletter 



Offkial Report 
(Hansard) 

Thursday, October 2,1997 

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. 
Speaker, 1 am very proud to be here in this House 
in the 36th Parliament as the new member repres- 
enting the riding of Vancouver East. 

I have to say, as 1 make my inaugural speech, that 
I feel a very heavy responsibility as 1 struggle to 
find the ways and means to bring to the attention 
of this House a sense of the urgency that comes 
from the communities I represent. 
We are not wealthy or affluent communities. 

Vancouver East is a highly urban community of 
over 100,000 people from very diverse and multi- 
cultural backgrounds. It is made up of people who 
are coping with the difficulties of everyday life. 

] In many ways the experience of my first week in 
this House of Commons seems very far removed 

) from the sometimes harsh realities of life in east 
Vancouver. Yet despite these diff~culties, the 
pride and dignity in Vancouver East is a model for 
other communities to embrace. 
It is a community with a long tradition of social 

activism and social commitment. It is home to 
many of Canada's First Nations peoples as well as 
home to many new Canadians who find in east 
Vancouver a balance of Canadian roots and multi- 
cultural diversity. 

If we walk up and down Commercial Drive or 
through bustling historic Chinatown or along the 
neighbourhood streets of Strathcona, one of 
Vancouver's oldest communities, the sense of 
unique neighbourhoods and their history and 
charactq is very evident. 

At Hastings and Nanaimo we experience the 
urban flavour of thriving small business that serve 
the community. There is the landmark Carnegie 
Centre on one comer of Main and Hastings and 
the Four Comers Community Savings opposite. 
At the Kiwassa Neighbourhood House the break- 
fast program for families is a welcoming start to 

the day. There 1s also the p~oneering Western 
Front artist-run centre in Mount Pleasant, the 
Italian Cultural Centre and the new Chinese 
Cultural Centre Museum. These are only a few of 
the many co~nmunity facilities and programs that 
serve and define east Vancouver as a place of 
strength and support for its residents. 

Unfortunately my riding, like many other d ings  
and communities in Canada is also living the con- 
sequences of federal Liberal policies of continuing 
high unemployment, especially among youth and 
aboriginal peoples, of growing poverty, homeless- 
ness and inadequate housing. 

Vancouver East is poorer beqause of the failure 
of this government to aggressively deal with 
unemployment and declining wages. At the same 
time this federal government has slashed our 
social programs at an unprecedented level. There 
is more homelessness in my community because 
the federal government has callously abandoned 
the development of social and co-op housing. 

Some of the people in my riding are never heard 
by those in power. In the Downtown Eastside, in 
one of the communities in Vancouver East, more 
than 6,000 people live in what are called single 
occupant rooms, meaning that they are living in 
very substandard accommodation. In this same 
community, we are struggling to cope with a 
health crisis that results from poverty: an epidemic 
of HIV transmission among injection drug users. 

I brought this to the attention of the Minister of 
Health in my first week in this House. The people 
of Vancouver East are waiting for a response with 
hope that the government will demonstrate that it 
is willing to act. We ask: How many more deaths 
will there be? Already over 1,200 British Colum- 
bians have died from drug overdoses since 1993. 

Vancouver poet and activist, Bud Osborn, spoke 
to the community about these and other tragic 
deaths. He said, "But with these thousand crosses 
planted in Oppenheimer Park today, who really 
see them, feel sorrow, feel loss, feel rage? Our 
hearts shed bitter tears. These thousand croSses 
are symbols of the social apartheid in our culture, 
the segregation of those who deserve to live and 
those who are abandoned to die." 



Last week I listened very carefully to my first 
throne speech. I listened for words of concrete 
action to be taken, for example, to assist students 
reeling from the burden of student loan debts or 
for real targets to eliminate poverty and reduce un- 
employment. I hoped to hear about commitment 
to act against violence against women or to hear 
that the government is going to introduce a nation- 
al child care program so often promised by the 
Liberals, or for any indication that the government 
might finally embark on a campaign of fair 
taxation to ensure that the vast wealth in this 
country is something that benefits all Canadians. 

However, there was silence from the government 
on these critical issues. It led me to think about 
what meaning there is in being here in this place 
that honours tradition and ritual and holds to rep- 
resent the people of Canada. The meaning, I be- 
lieve, is created by the change that is possible if 
we have the will to act. I know that I and my fell- 
ow New Democrats bring back to this House a 
value and tradition that has almost disappeared, a 
quest for social justice and social equality. a voice 
for those who have been silenced and shut out. 
We live in an increasingly globalized corporate 

economy where the rights of multinational corpor- 
ations, about to be embodied in the multilateral 
agreement on investment and furthered by APEC, 
are seen as more important than the rights of 
people and sustainable human development. 

I-lowever, as New Democrats we believe that we 
can bring hope and change not only to this tlol~se 

but to Canadians who believe as well in the prog- 
ress of nations as outlined in a 1996 UN report. It 
states, "The day will come when the progress of 
nations will he judged not by their military or 
economic strength, nor by the splendour of th eir 
capital cities and public buildings, hut by the 
well-being oftheir peoples: hy their levels of 
health, nutrition, and education; by their 
opportunities to earn a fair reward for their 
luhours; by their ability to participate in 
decisions that affect their lives; hv the respect 
that is shown for their civil and political 
liberties; by the provision that i s  madefiw th ose 
who are vulnerable and disadvantaged; and by 
the protection that is afforded to the growing 
minds and bodies of their children." 
The people of Vancouver East expect and 

deserve no less and 1 am honoured to represent 
and fight for their interests in this House. 

Mr. Rene Canuel (Matapedia-Matane, 
BlocQuebecois): Mr. Speaker, I listened with 
great interest to the speech by my colleague for 
Vancouver East and I agree with her almost 100 
percent. Unlike the members opposite, she is very 
sensitive to the plight of the destitute in our 
society. Unlike them, she is very sensitive to the 
concerns of the unemployed. I listened earlier to 
one of the members on the other side. He keeps 
saying that Canada is one of the richest countries 
in the world. However, as my colleague said so 
well, some people are in dire straits. 

We must be sensitive because what is happening 
in CSanada is that the rich are getting richer at the 
expense of the poor. We take from the poor to 
give to the rich. 

I have a question for my colleague. I know that 
the government is in a very difficult situation 
because multinationals are always filling their 
slush fund. The recipient, of course, must return 
the favour. As we recently saw in the newspapers, 
the situation is getting out of hand. 

Will my colleague support me when I introduce a 
private member's bill to restore fiscal health? I 
ask my NDP colleagues for their support. 



Ms. Libby Davies: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon- 
ourable member for his comments and question. 
He has outlined the sensitivity of the issues that I 
have raised and remarked on the fact that the 
government has been insensitive and callous in its 
treatment of poor people. I acknowledge the 
comments of the member and share his view. 

I also agree that it  is very clear that the Liberal 
government has acted in concert with multination- 
al corporations. There is no question that the 
public finances and our taxation system have been 
designed to assist those wealthy corporations. 
One of the major issues which we need to address 
in the House, which my fellow New Democrats 
and 1 will raise, is the issue of fair taxation. We 
live in a very wealthy country. The issue is not 
whether there is enough money. The issue is how 
those funds are distributed. 
When the honourable member's private member's 

bill comes forward we will examine it with great 
seriousness and sensitivity to ensure the common 
goals that we have are supported in the House. 

Mr. Paul Forseth (New Westminster- 
Coquitlam-Burnaby, Reform): Mr. Speaker, 
the member for Vancouver East used the term fair 
taxation a number of times. That is typically one 
of the buzzwords or the mantm of the NDP. 
Perhaps it is, from that particular perspective, the 
code word for a political agenda. We should 
really know what the honourable member means 
when she says fair taxation so that it can be 
revealed for what it really is. Here is a grand 
opportunity for the member to expand on the NDP 

version of what it means to have fair taxation. 

Ms. Libby Davies: Mr. Speaker, I welcome the 
question. The NDP policy on fair taxation is not a 
mantra or a code word, it is a serious issue. Over 
the last few decades we have seen a significant 
shift in taxation policy froin corporations to 
individuals. The tax burden is being carried by 
working people and by middle income people. 
There are tens of thousands of profitable business 

and corporations paying not a dime in taxes. This 
is not a code word. It  is a basic fundamental issue 
that is the business of this House. We must ensure 
that we have a fair and equitable taxation system. 

1 can say, looking at the record, that the Liberal 
government has moved us further and further 
away from that. I would suggest to the honourable 
member and other members of the Reform Party 
that it would be to their credit if they would also 
take up the issue of fair taxation for Canadians, 
instead of their code word "cutbacks" which is 
hurting the poor people in Canada. 



uptown@thepentagon.com 
surreylanka~hotmail.com 

Fax: 684-8442 

binner@vcn.bc.ca 
mcbinner(i?hotmail.com 

Fax: 684-8442 

IN 'CHZ DUMPSTER 

Greetings fellow binners and binnerettes. 
My last article was misplaced so I missed the last 

Newsletter. I vanity-wise have listened to the 
editor speak of a following out there in reader-land 
with weird comments like "I read Mr. McBinner.. 
I like Mr. McBinner.. even (I can't swallow this!) 
I'd like to meet him!" You get the idea; next thing 
somebody'll want me on radio or TV ... but my 
agent is this dude called Trashhopper ... Anvwav, I 
promise not to miss again, unless the swine flu 

I got energetic and went binning in North Van 
and did pretty good. Too bad that I didn't know 
about the dude who got pushed and kicked off his 
bike on the Lion's Gate Bridge. I would have 
made life real bad for those goofs. Hope to see 
eveiyone up at UBC for the APEC protests. 

Congrads to all who went to the cardboard hous- 
ing function at shitty hall. I saw it  on the tube. Not 
much press fhough. Don't give up the tight!! 

Don't forget to feed them buses pennies. Matter 
of fact pay everything in pennies when possible 
(except Camegie). 

May The Bins Be With You. and Hey! let's be 
careful out there. 

By MR. McBlNNER 

Thank you very much whoever got some more 
bins locked and some gates closed for me. You 
have a lot of class. NOT! It  takes a long time to 
build up a good rep as a binner, diver or whatever 
we are called. It takes just one screw-up to ruin it 
for all others. Beware! you are being watched ... 

I have almost quit dumpsters and gone computer- 
ized to get me goodies. It is just too much hassle. 
Take care for now. I'll be leaving for somewhere 

soon. 

fl . . __'- -- - southpaw@,vcn.bc.ca 
.-.- - Fax: 684-8442 

Dear Gary Groove, 
How are you doing, you old hoser? I value your 

friendship but I wish you hadn't mentioned the 
enema encounter. Takee caree. 
$ Frigtnond Rhoyd 

Dear Frigmond, 
I hear ya. 

Dear Gary Groove, 
1 live in a SRO and have 2 Tvs. Should I buy 2 

TV Guides? 
Groover McTuber 

Dear Groover, 
All depends if you are on cable or satellite dish 

and how many personalities you have. .. 



I SUICIDE MISCONCEPTION 

What will you do when AIDS is a sure thing & 
you'll die within 5 years, when you 'have' a life- 
time of 8x10 years? Of course it's slow suicide & 
we should be happy for that. We should all laugh 

1 & dance for death when it comes - as surely it  will 
i for everyone - either today, tomorrow, 5 years or ' 20 years from now, i t  makes no difference 

You will die a sad death no matter who you are. 
Jimmy Pattison, the trillionaire, will die like the 
bum with two broken feet puking up his guts. 
So, if you are speeding up the process, shooting 

heroin, cocaine or assorted mixtures, then so be it! 
No matter what you do, you can never preserve 
life - never! Okay - so let's slow it down a few 
days, a few years - let's extend it & try to be as 
happy as we can. I believe life is a suicide rap (it 
really is) &, if the truth be known, every death, 
even that of the Mayor or the Chief of Police, is 
suicide. They kill themselves with old age, no 
matter how long it takes to come around. 
& if the officer on the beat, the detective on the 

' case, the judge on the bench or the state slave to 
payment cheques commits suicide, as sure as 
winter comes the next wave of would-be's and 
had-to-be's will die in their season or before it. 

We seem to be hurrying up to die.. we seem to 
want everything to disappear.. tomorrow or, better, 
today or right now ... 
So, should the City & the Province & the country 

provide free, prescription-dealt drugs - cocaine, 
r heroin, marijuana - absolutely! We should have 

done it 10 years ago. As it is, we haven't talked 
about it or decided what to do & we never will. 
The detectives, the police officers, the mayor, the 
health superintendent, the doctors, nurses, welfare 
case workers, transnational corporations will not 
allow it. & there you have it. 
So remember the neighbourhood will be wiped 

out for highrise real estate & gentrification & 
Disneyland vacations, because your streets are 
running with blood & coke - every comer has its 
user & each changes every 15 minutes, 24 hours a 

, day, 7 days a week - & you're going down the 
tubes as certain as you stand here with cocaine or 

I 

junk drippppping out of your needle. 
So, put i t  in your arm. Go ahead. Put it in your 

ass, your thigh. your hands & feet - put i t  in your 
eyeball, because nobody cares. No one gives a 
sweet fuck all.. . right? Right! 

TORA 

(to indignant) 

I'm so bored 
I can usually predict people's points 

long before they've made them. 

Their talk of kids and laundromats make me 
want to smoke just when I'm trying to quit 

They do feed me garbage infonnation and 
I do try to get it out of my system. 

... but I end up carrying it with me 
& taking it out on myself! 

Anitu Stevens 

TIME TRAVELLED 

in the beginning was the Word 
which deteriorates into language 

since 
humanity is only human; 
life is a cosmic highway, 

a ribbon of light 
where inner wisdom thrives 

on this ongoing memory you have of yourselc 
night is the lover's blanket, 

a shimmering delight of loose ends; 
yea though ye be cosmetically copacetic 

and hath not poetry, 
ye be but a horse without a rider, 

a mobile turning slowly, 
a globe slipping its axis; 
bass, the final frontier, 

second to last, second to none .... 



X * An Open Letter To Constable Walter McKay 
and Constable Toby Hinton 

S HEILA BAXTER is the award- 

winning ~ u c h o r  of Under the Your thoughtful article, "Skid Road meets.. Adam 

V ~ L C ~ ,  ,4 Chdd /s Not A $ ~ n d  
Smith," in 7he Vancouver Sun (Oct. 24, 1997) 
reflects your concern over the despair, illness and NO Way i3 Llve. Baxcer is a poor, 
crime you have seen in the Downtown Eastside. 

worklng-cl~ss, Cockney woman 
. In my view, however, you are mistaken in one 

a n d  an ardenc anti-poverry actrvlsr. 
, important point. The Downtown Eastside is not 

Her fourth book. STILL RAISING HELL: Because of the nature of their work, police 
Poverty, Activism & Other True Stories. officers tend to meet people who are in trouble 
lnchdcs accounts of comniun~t~cs, grassroots with the law. Quiet, law-abiding citizens usually 
actlvlsni and rn~t~at~ves for changc. along tclth live outside the parameters of police work. 
current statistics on povert? ~n Canada She also The Downtown Eastside is Vancouver's oldest 
IntCrvle\\s other actlvlsts - from nclghbourhood community, except for First Nations communities, 
volunteers to Members of Parliament - and it has a long history of struggle for human 
documentmg the rcslstance and conlpasslon that rights, including the right to form trade unions. It 
ilndcrllc act~vlsni for social just~ce is a multi-racial community with many different 

P R E S S G A N C P U B L I S H E K S kinds of people. Most residents are law-abiding 
citizens who live in their community because they 
choose to live there, or they can't afford to live 
anywhere else. 
In the 1970's, Bruce Eriksen of DERA, whose 

own life was turned in a positive direction by the 
season of books! timely advice of a police officer, helped make 

visible the stable community that was invisible to 
S ff E 1 L A N 0 R 6 A T E outsiders. In 1983, Mayor Harcourt presented a 

civic award to DERA which declared that this 
citizens' organization had helped to change the 
perception of part of Vancouver, formerly known 
as skid road, to the Downtown Eastside. 

If you could spend some time at DERA, the 
Carnegie Community Centre, the Downtown 

. - 5. . : * *  <\,? EaLtside Seniors, or Neighbourhood Helpers for 
PERSl M M O N  BLACKBKIVBE example, you would find courageous, caring and 

P ~ O Z ~ C  ff ighway dignified people working to build community - 
people very much hke yourselves. 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 14th when people cannot see the Downtown Eastside 
8 P M ,  HERITAGE HALL as a genuine community with a long history, it 

3 102 Main Sr. (at 15&) makes it easier to destroy both the residents and 
the neighbourhood. Vancouver 

call 876-7787 for info Sincerely, 
w ~ w . ~ r c a s p d ~ .  bc.ca Sandy Cameron 

sponsored by Women In Print 



Sun Yat-Sen Director writes to DKHA 
Scptcmbcr 23. 1907 

I'm writing at this time to let you know about an 
incident that occurred at our premises this past 
Saturday evening, Sept. 20th. As I'm sure you're 
aware. a demonstration occurred at Dr. Sun Yat- 
Sen Classical Chinese Garden. I was told by one 
of the demonstrators that it had been organized by 
your Community Afrairs Officer, Frank Gilbert. 

As a non-profit society, receiving no government 
support for our operations, we rely on revenue- 
generating schemes such as the rental of our site to 
outside groups and individuals. On Saturday night 
the NDP Party had rented the Garden for their 
annual fundraiser. They paid a full rental fee with 
no special privileges. We were not involved in 
this rental in any other capacity than to provide 
staff to maintain site security and clean-up 
throughout the evening. 

We were extremely saddened and disappointed 
with the conduct of the demonstrators that night. 
People have a right to demonstrate but what occ- 
urred on Saturday went beyond acceptable con- 
duct for such an event. Our property was defaced 
with graffiti on our outside walls. The Chinese 
Cultural Centre also received some graffiti on that 
night. There was a substantial amount of garbage 
and debris left on our grounds. Extra staff had to 
come in early the next morning to clean up the 
mess before we opened to the public. 
What was even more disturbing was the treatment 
received by individuals who were not directly inv- 
olved with the NDP but who were there that night. 
One catering staff member was repeatedly called 
"slut" and "bitch" by hecklers yelling through the 
windows at the south end of our premises. When I 
left work to escort an elderly Garden volunteer to 
her car,'we were harassed and taunted by them. 
Our own staff was extremely shaken by the heckl- 
ing and foul language used by the demonstrators. 

Perhaps this could have been avoided if the 
Garden had been informed of DERA's plans and 
some ground rules could have been set prior to the 
demonstration. 

I am truly sony that we became a target for this 

demonstration. We are your neighbours and, as 
t;u as I know, have never caused your organizatioi 
any griet.. In fact, as I stated when I met you at thc 
silent auction fundraiser last week, I'd hoped that 
we could work on some project together that 
might benefit the neighbourhood. We are an oasi~ 
in  this area and have been the source of inspiratiot 
and healing for many people who have begun to 
turn their lives around. 

Saturday night's attack felt like a cruel assault, sc 
unwarranted and unfair.. I know that there are 
some very serious and tough issues facing this 
neighbourhood and DERA, but I think that it is a 
grave mistake to make enemies where a potential 
partnership could have been formed. 

DERA responds to Sun Yat-Sen Director 
September 25.  1997 

In reply to your letter of concern regarding the 
demonstration, let me first say how sony we are 
for any discomfort your staff and volunteers endu 
red that evening. We sincerely apologize as well 
for any damage caused to your property and any 
litter that may have been overlooked by the group 
who attended. 
The focus of the evening's activities was solely 

directed towards the attendees of the event and nc 
one of the people known to us bears any malice 
towards the Garden, your staff and volunteers, or 
the caterers, some of whom we chatted briefly 
with before set-up time, as we arrived just as the3 
did. We understand that the Sun Yat-Sen Garden 
holds a special place in the hearts of Vancouver- 
ites and is well known and admired throughout tll 
world: we especially appreciate - through the 101: 

association with our Chinese seniors - the kind ot 



spiritual resonance this unique place has to them 
and others. For someone to defile such a special 
monument to craftsmanship and dedication in any 
way is abhorrent to us. 

Whatever people assemble at situations like this, 
we try our best to maintain a good measure of de- 
corum within the group. We can't always be cert- 
ain who will come to the event, who others will 
bring who are unknown to us, or who will fall in 
with the group as passersby congregate. We recog- 
nize that as the evening wore one, some of these 
people, many of whom are extremely angry and 
desperate owing to the harsh policies this govern- 
ment has enacted, were getting increasingly exasp- 
erated at not being recognized by Premier Clark or 
any of his senior representatives. (Some of these 
people repeatedly proposed barging through the 
service door to disrupt the affair and we were 
successful in urging them not to do so.) We also 
urged, as best we could, the more boisterous 
among them to moderate their offensive language, 
knowing that this fosters no good will from 
anyone for what we are trying to promote. Around 
9:00 p.m., the police arrived and we spoke to three 

officers and explained our activities to them, and 
that we would soon be leaving, and would make 
every effort to leave the site clean of debris. They 
did not relate to us that there had been complaints 
of intimidation or harassment of anyone; had they ( 

done so, we would have left immediately. 
I 

We certainly appreciated your attendance at our 
Open House and do welcome any opportunity to 
reach out to our neighbours to develop cordial 
relationships with people we too seldom get to 
meet. It is extremely unfortunate that your organi- 
zation became entangled in this demonstration and 
that your staff and volunteers mistook our anger 
over the event itself to be a condemnation of their 
participation in it. 
Once again, we extend our deepest regrets over 

the unforeseen actions of those undisciplined indi- 
viduals among us and hope we can continue to 
work with you to develop positive outcomes for 
everqtone who lives and works in the neighbour 
hood we all share and cherish. 

For the Board of Directors: 
Ian MacRae, President 

Downtown Eastside Residents' Association 

Dry Toast ( 

dry toast with 
dry toast with 

Impromptu) 

my coffee 
my tea 

Just dry toast for my dinner 
Just dry toast for me. 

Stephen Belkin 



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday-Friday, 10a.m. - 6p.m. 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 8:30a.m. - 8p.m. every 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN 3 Routes dav 
ACTIVITIES Nancy H.-$40 
SOC'IETk' J e n n i f e r  M.-$20 

Nathan E .  -$20 
1997 DONATTONS - Rocking Guys-$30 
Pau la  R.-$30 Diane M.-$15 
Wm. B.-$20 Lorne T.-$20 
L i l l i a n  H.-$25 Me1 L.-$20 
Joy T .-$20 S a r a  G.-$20 
F r a n c e s - $ 2 5  CEEDS-$10 
Char ley  B .-$15 Susan S . -$3O 
Libby D.-$40 DEYAS -$75 
Guy M.-$10 Tom -$20 Rene -$30 
Sam R.-$20 Amy -$lo  N e i l  N.-$10 
Rick Y .-$63 Sharon J .-$SO 
BCCW -$60 Holden H t l  -$5 
Joan D.-$5 Mike -$I5 B i l l  G.-$20 
Ray-Cam -$40 Harold D.-$19.10 
Sonya Sommers -$lo0 A n i t a  S.-$10 
Census Wkrs -$200 

I B.C. PLURA -$lo00 
VanCity Chinatown -$200 
Lega l  S e r v i c e s  S o c i e t y  -$I230 

- a 

City - 5:45p.m. - I I :45 p.m. 
Overnight - 12:30a.m. - 8:30a.m. 
Downtown Eastside - 5:30p.m. 

THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

Artides represent the views of individual 
contributors and not of the Association. 

) Submission ~ e a d l i n e i  
for the next issue: 

11 November 1- T e d  -1 

NEED HELP? 

The Downtown Eastside Residents Association 
can help you with: 

9 Welfare problems; 
9 Landlords disputes; 
9 Housing problems; 
9 Unsafe living conditions; 

Come into the Dera office at 425 Carrall Street or 
phone us at 682 - 0921. 

DERA HAS BEEN SERVING THE DOWNTOWN 
EASTSIDE FOR 24 YEARS. 



AI.EC and Class WW- 

The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
is a group of 18 countries (referred to as 
"economies") working to promote free trade and 
investment within the region. It is one more step in 
the loss of democratic government, and one more 
step toward the rule of transnational corporations 
in the global economy. It  is about the protection of 
rights for big business, and the loss of rights for 
working people. 
Established in 1989, APEC includes Canada the 

United States, Mexico, Chile, Australia, Thailand, 
New Zealand, China, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia Singapore. 
Brunei, Chinese Taipei and Papua New Guinea. 
An APEC Leaders' closed Summit Conference 

takes place in Vancouver from November 16th to 
26th. We are not invited, and the business and 
government officials do not even have to tell us 
what they talked about. Vancouver's citizens will 
lose control of part of their city. Parking will not 
be allowed in some downtown areas and police 
will be everywhere. VIPs will be escorted around 
by impressive motoicycle squads. Our city will be 
under siege just so these guys can figure out ways 
to get richer. The scene will look like a rehearsal 
for tyranny. 
At the APEC Cont'erence in Indonesia labour 

leaders were arrested. At the conference in the 
Philippines, a high wall was built around a large 
poor community so visiting dignitaries wouldn't 
see it. This APEC conference in Vancouver 
confirms what we already know - a major problem 
for working and middle class people is that 
government and the economy have stopped 
working for all but the most privileged citizens. 

Canadian non-governmental organizations are 
holding a parallel forum to APEC in Vancouver 
from Nov. 17-24, to protest the undemocratic 
nature of the APEC process. (Call 682- 1952 for 
more information.) 
The NO to APEC Coalition has been organizing 

against the totalitarian nature of the APEC process 
for months. For more in formation call 253- 1565 
or visit the Kalayaan Centre at 45 1 Powell Street. 
APEC is part of the transnational global 

economy that has declared war on the world's 
working people by pitting workers against each 
other in a downward spiral of competitive 
impoverishment. Under the protection of an army 
of guns, these guys are coming to Vancouver. And 
don't expect to read about class war in the 
corporate media. 

By SANDY CAMERON 

Martial law.. . 

To the Editor: 

The recent articles in the Vancou\-er Sun about 
the desperate plight of homeless people in the 
province speak volumes about our willingness as a 
society to respond to human misery in a helpful, 
non-judgmental manner. 

Concern over the availability of safe, affordable 
housing is nothing new to people who live in 



vancouver's Downtown Eastside; however, with 
the federal government's withdrawal from housing 

cutbacks in the provincial government's hous- 
ing program, an already problematic situation has 
become much worse. 

In the past ten years, the number of SROs (single 
room occupancy) in this area has been cut in half 
through demolition and conversion of residential 
hotels to tourist facilities. 

Although Municipalities can now pass by-laws 
governing demolition and conversions, ofTering 
one means of slowing the elimination of low-cost 
housing, that possibility comes too late for some. 
To get around the anticipated by-law, two residen- 
tial hotels in the Downtown Eastside have already 
been emptied, putting 200 former tenants out of 
their homes. Other single room occupancy hotels 
are now increasing their rents, becoming less and 
less affordable for people who call the area home. 
We have also to be concerned that the City of 
Vancouver did not approve the conversion of the 
former Woodwards building to affordable housing 
as residents in that community had hoped. 

Several initiatives are needed. To begin with, we 
need to stop the demolition of affordable housing, 
and we need to replace that which has been lost. 
We also need to create employment situations for 
people which make it possible for them to afford 
safe housing. 
Despite the federal government's promise to 

eliminate child poverty by the year 2000, poverty 
continues to take its toll on children and families. 
In the meantime, the crisis in affordable housing 
calls for drastic (and creative) measures by all 
levels of government which will put a roof over 
people's heads, and provide them some measure 
of personal comfort and safety now. 

t Sincerely, 
Barbara Grantham, President 

Social Planning and Research Council of BC 

Back in time, when Mother Earth was free, there 
lived a people on the coast who were close to the 
Creator. Within this group there were two young 
men. One was born strong, the other born weak. 
The stronger lived in a great long-house that he 
had built and furnished with the finest of furs. 
The weaker one lived in a small mud hut with the 
tattered furs that kind people had given him. 

One season a great Potlatch happened and people 
from the other side of the mountain came to-vislt 
their coastal neighbours. The visitors' Chief had a 
beautiful daughter. The two young men both fell 
in love with her. Hoping to be the one getting her 
hand in marriage, they went to their wise spiritual 
leader and asked how they could win her love. He 
told them they must ask the Creator through a 
"smudge." 
The stronger took his best furs and traded them 

for a big beautiful abalone shell. He climbed the 
highest mountain for a great eagle feather. He 
traded his strength for the best sweet-grass and 
sage, he cut down a large cedar tree. 
The weaker man went to the water's edge and 

found an oyster shell and a seagull feather. He 
went to the woods and found an old dead tree and 
took some cedar, his sage was a brush and his 
sweet-grass was straw. They both went home and 
did their smudge. At the next Potlatch the girl 
took the weaker of the two men to her heart and 
they lived happily ever after. 
The strong man was confused by what had 

happened. He went to the wise old spiritual leader 
and asked why he, the stronger, with the best 
smudge, had not won her love. The wise man 
answered, "It's not in the shell, the feather or the 
ingredients, it's the feeling in your heart." 

All my relations! 

Kevin P. 
(P.R.E.P.) 



Gastown Merchants Association 
(also known as) 

Gastown Business Improvement Society 
(also known as) 

Gastown Residents' Association 
(also known as) 

Gastown Historic Area Planning Committee 
(also known as) 

Gastown Homeowners' Society 
(also known as the Gasbags, gaslords, people 
who scurry from their cage-doors to the bus 
stop without looking anyone in the eye .........) 

lIf you ever had any doubts about how the new 
neighbours in the condos really see you and 
me, its time to let them go. Here's a letter we 
received this week from a new property owner 
in the Van Horne, at 22 East Cordova, also 
known around here as Fort Cordova. (This is 
the real thing, honest. We didn 't make it up.)J : 

Dear Miss Sigurgierspn, 
Itam writing to you today after reading about 

the happenings at City Hall on October 20 in reg- 
ards to the "ownership" of the downtown location 
of the former Woodward's building. 

I'm afiaid I cannot comprehend what commu- 
nity you stand for. I know it would be "the Down- 
town Eastside Residents Association" but exactly 
who does that refer to? Are you talking about the 
people I see everyday milling around with no 
purpose in their life except simply existing? What 
entitles them to this building? 

I'm writing because I'm concerned that the 
bulding will not be restored to its once glorious 
look and become condos. The building certainly 
deserves that much. There are plenty of vacant lots 
that the city owns that could certainly have afford- 
able housing placed on, no? Why aren't you using 
this anger and enerby to make something of one of 
these empty lots? I was born and raised in Down- 
town Vancouver, and for years, every weekend my 
mother or grandmother and I would stroll to Wood- 
ward's where we did our shopping (not to mention 
all the times I didn't go with them), and never, 
never did I see what I see now! I even started 
vmkkg there when I was 16. Your "community" 
is made up of people who have no desire to do 

anything but, 

1 .  Use drugs (in public) 
2. Defecate in pubic, 
3. Mill around with no purpose or direction, 
4. Panhandle, steal, and participate in illegal 
activity 

What kind of community is this? I'm sure 
some of you are not like this, but where are you? I 
don't see you. I do see people like myself conduc- 
ting themselves in the manner ~f which commun- 
ity it built. I'm sony, but could you help me 
understand where you are coming fiom? I feel as 
though if anyone should be holding a vigil outside 
the building, it would be my family and Mr. 
Woodward's, no? 

Sincerely, 
Michael Boulton 

cc: Qe City of Vancpuver via email 



It's hard to know how to reply to this kind 
of vitriol. In a recent Vancouver Courier article, 
the gaslords' newly formed front group -- the Gas- 
town Homeowners' Association -- denied any 
intention of displacing poor people from the 
Downtown Eastside. Well, after Michael's letter, 
what can we say but: The cat's out o f  the bag. 
He's told us all in plain language what they really 
think about their less prosperous neighbours. 

This letter uses the classic techniques of 
propaganda that are employed when people of 
privelege try to exclude others from their goody- 
bag. Although he is talking specifically about 
Woodwards, his sub-text is really about the whole 
neighbourhood and who gets to live here. 

1. Michael's starts by positioning himself as 
an "insider." He says he was "born and raised in 
Downtown Vancouver" and often went to Wood- 
wards with his mother and grandma. He also wor- 
ked there for a time. He claims that there are 
"people like" himself "conducting themselves in 
the manner of which community it built." Michael 
is telling us that he is a good person who deserves 
everything he has and that there are other people 
just like him. He and the people just like him are 
the real community, he implies. 

2. Having proclaimed his status as an insider 
belonging to a group of similar people, Michael 
then proceeds to label another group of people as 
being inferior and unworthy of those same things 
that he has. They are the outsiders. This is the 
most famous propaganda technique of all. 
Goebbefs called it the 'big lie.' 

First, Michael questions whether we really 
have a community here. Second, he ensures every- 
one understands that those outsiders are very 
different from him and people like him. They are 
the ones "I see everyday milling around with no 
purpose in their life except simply existing." They 

can't possibly make a community. 
Third, he picks a few behaviours he dislikes 

and brands the whole community with them, try- 
ing to demonize those people who make him feel 
uncomfortable. "What kind of community is this? 
I'm sure some ojyou are not like this but where 
are you?" Those of us included in this outsider 
status are made into objects that Michael and his 
friends look at and dislike. 

3. The final step is the most important. Back 
in the old days, when Woo'dwards' had a 
"glorious" look, things were much better. "Never, 
never did 1 see what I see now!".This is how he 
makes the unstated connection between the closure 
of Woodwards and those awful people who do 
those temble things that he dislikes so much. 
Somehow, the people who live in this neighbour- 
hood who are not like Michael are responsible for 
everything around here that he doesn't like. They 
(that means we) have no right to anything. 

Appearances seem to be important in this 
letter. Much of it is based on what Michael does or 
does not see. He sees people who are not like him 
doing things that disgust him and make him feel 
uncomfortable. He also sees people like himself 
who therefore are good people. But he cannot see 
people who are not like him and who are not 
doing things he doesn't like. Either Michael needs 
glasses, or lots of people in this community are 
invisible. 

This is also pretty warped logic. Basically, it 
comes down to a simple phrase: 'If you aren't like 
me, you are bad'. 

The world of property, status, money and 
security that Michael and the people like him 
either enjoy or aspire to is threatened by people 
who have none of those things. Or at least by 
people who look like they don't have them. That 
means you and me, folks! What Michael means in 
his letter is that something needs to be done about 
us, to get us out of here, to make us disappear. If 
this is the standard thinking of the gaslords, I'd say 

we're in trouble. 

J. Sommers 



B. C. Network Against 7wo-7'zer Health Care 

to the Fraser Institute plan 
to put profits before health care 

T he Fraser Institute says they want to "become Canada's 
leading source of information on  private health care." The  
corporate backers of the Frascr Institute are lining up to b u y  

vow health care svstem. 

Tell the Fraser Institute and their big business backers that 
B.C.'s health care system is not for sale to the highest bidder! 

- ? -  - ' .  * " 
-"-". " . . " "  . 

: WHEN: T"e 
5 - * 

WHERE: The 
1088 Burrard Street 

TIME: 12 Noon, Rain or Shine! 

National ~Mcdicarc Week, Novernber I! to 8 


