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the Bad and 



 mid all the handwringing and finger-pointing 
by authorities and the media over heroin deaths, 
city planners finally released a package of reports 
detailing their game plan for the neighbourhood. A 
couple of news stories followed, one of which was 
truly informative. 

A Sun reporter outlined the City's 
gentrification plans for the area around Victory 
Square. Those plans rely on a strategy of attracting 
younger entrepreneurs, artists and media types who 
like the 'gritty feel' of the inner city. A few years 
ago, when a bunch of us were involved in the 
Victory Square planning process, the planners kept 
saying how they wanted to appeal to alternative 
(whatever that means) people who wouldn't mind 
rubbing shoulders with poor people. 

Well, the city is getting their alternative types. 
The Architects Institute has moved its headquarters 
here. The Vancouver Film School is here. Trendy 
yuppie entrepreneur Mark James has bought the 
Heritage House (there goes one more liveable 
hotel), etc. 

Guess what, they don't really like the people 
who live here. The architects are already whining 
about the people around the neighbourhood. They 
just don't make those architects feel comfortable. 

What's even more revealing are the attitudes of 
the supposedly alternative business types fiom 
West Hastings. It turns out that they're not really 
alternative after all. Lisa Sven, the owner of the 
Victory cafe (it's really a bar with food) and trendy 
Mondo Lisa on West Cordova, which is in the old 
Jackson's Beef House in the basehent of the 

Dominion Building is quoted as saying, "We like 
the edginess of the area. There is a small 
comn~unity of counter-culture merchants. But I 
know my business would do better if good, honest 
people didn't feel threatened to walk into this 1 
neighbourhood." 

l'hat pretty much says it all. The people who 
start up the businesses like the way the area feels, 
they just don't like the people that give it that feel. 

For them, the community is the merchants, not 
the residents. Unless you have enough money to 
patronize their businesses, you're not a 'good, 
honest person'. They're not really counter culture 
in any real sense of the word. It's all style, no 
substance. They're just a bunch of Howe Street 
stockbrokers with nose rings and tattoos. 

Their real motivation is, of course, profit. And 
they're here because, as an "internet software 
entrepreneur" with an ofice at Carrall and 
Hastings told the Sun reporter, the Downtown 
Eastside is "basically the last low cost land 
available in the downtown core." Meanwhile, the 
manager of the Cannabis Cafe thinks that Toronto- 
style gentrification will be just great. The operative r 
word she uses is 'clean-up', as in sweep away all 
the trash. 

Just like the bozos in gastown, these are the 
kind of people who think history resides in 
buildings. They think that the 'feel' of an area 
comes fiom the way it looks, rather than the people 
who live there. They're more interested in the 
value of property than the value of community. 

It took about ten years for Yaletown to become 
a trendoid scene. So, probably by 2008, we'll be 
able to ride the skytrain in fiom New West so we 
can hang around the trendy Downtown Eastside 
scene, where we used to live. Maybe play a little 
squash ana sip on a no-fat double latte at the 
Carnegie Heritage Cultural Jan: Centre (only 
$2.00 cover charge). The Concord Security guards 
will make sure the homeless people and 
panhandlers don't get in our way. See you there. 

E. A. Boyd 



Donations to Oownheimer Park in JUNE 

1. Vancouver Canadians baseball tickets (30) 
- donated by Paul Landord 

2. Splashdown Waterpark tkkcts (13) 
- donated by Splashdown 

3. S O 0  for camping equipment - Burwell G r a m  Committee 

4. $206.34 for S R  cageball (arrives in August) 
Oppenheimer Ki& Fund (Lookout Society) 

* If you have any questions or want to donate(!), -- . - - ~  . 
Allison at 665-2210. 



Isn't it great to be allive ... doo.. wap..duo wap. AS 
a former Carnegie Board member I want to share 
my new life explorations with you. I know that 
many of you are actually bored listening to traffic 
directions fbm George, Egor's videos or trying to 
decipher Dan's articles! Summer means more than 
that but what I wondered;, What indeed! 
I decided that it was time for me to move on. I 

wanted to find something that actually crawled out 
of the Pacific Ocean and ordered a new society. 
At first I decided, I would spend this year looking 
for holy people: men and women who actually 
knew what it meant to be humble and full of doubt 
at the same time. Alas, all I could find was a high 
priced weekend workshop in Banff called Civil 
Disobedience and the Ozone or a wholesale How 
To book on Baseball Therapy for the United 
Nations. I was feeling a bit undervalued. 

I thought about spending the rest of the summer 
lounging at gab park re-readmg old McBinner 
articles while listening to Sister D.J on the radio 
but unbeknownst to me the construction madness 
of the new convention center was already in full 
swindle sound. Between the new pillions and the 
soggy seabus schedules floating towards shore all I 
could imagine was the insidious smiles of Glen 
Clark anuouncing a new starbucks( does the name 
Harry Reams ring a bell with anyone) I could see 
that my peace of mind wouldn't have a chance.. 
While looking for an easy escape route through the 
CPR fence it suddenly struck me that I could 
become a prophet. 
" Yes I'll predict the future and become as well 
known as pigeon park ... maybe even more " I can 
see my name carved in graffiti. Leigh Donohue - 
Prophet for the new Millennium. Oh yea I like the 
sound of that! 
... let's see.. for my first prediction I'll go out on a 

l i d  and sgr that 1999 will be closer to the year 
2000 thaa any ytar before it. 
... maybe 1'11 have to change my name to Swami 
Bullshit Donohue or Leigh Van Lopmg or maybe 
even Commissar Swami. 
- I'll get a pair of fancy earphones and say they 
are connected directly to God. - 1'11 wear dark sunglasses and predict more jokes 
fiom Cbris Laird and Vance . 

- I'll b l a r e  that in this century you will witness 
the kitchen follies revue k l l eybd  games 
against the rebellious seniors choir. Yes our very 
own seniors that harmonized so well on such 
favorites as " Where is the Corn and Give us back 
our Buns" The main prize for the tournament will 
be a Chili Burger with bean sprouts and then 
encased in plastic wrap and placed majestically 
atop a rusty refrigerator shelf by Jeff Clerk. 
I can also sense a director who will continue to 
lead her obedient gossips to open conikontation 
with our Association. "Down with the board'' they 
will yell " Hell no we won't go anywhere we don't 
like" Some volunteers are not even nice people. 
"Get a job" ,they'll sing "1 did." - Also in 98-99 I predict that all communication 
within Camegie will be banned unless it can he 
proven to be banal, apalitid and clean enough for 



will continue to wring their hands and sing "What 
can we do" or they'll hum "Please let us look 
through your wmdows" or that perennial favorite 
"Where have d the new constables gone." 
Mark Tonner will see the light and actually donate 
some money to a charity that helps drug users. 
Yes my fiiends with your help I can see myself as 
a new profiteer for the Millennium. Join me 
brother and sistcrs. Come with me and togethm 
we'll find a new direction and maybe a new ????? - For my long term progaostication credibility I 

. predict that the phrase "Native Elder " will finally 
be &tined. - That an election will be called, that 
the social fabric of Canada will continue to be as 
bad as it is now, that the Woodwards committee 
will M l y  make a decisive move. That Bill 

. Vanderslam will be W e d  out of reform and back 
to his green houses. That Irene Schmidt will be 
elected and serve her term with compassion even 
while advocating for Dan Feeny. That more 
people will actually write poetry instead of prose 
disguised as poetry. That Jeff Sommers will 
finish his Ph.D. thesis and become Canada's most 
b o u s  Brew Master. That the high priestess of 
Carncgie exactitude is probably going to have an 
affair with George Puke because she mistakenly 
believes he is the famous Newt O q p c h  in 
disguise. I can see a new drug. It will be cheaper 
and more dangerous than the ones we have today. 
At first it will be given fieely and be called 
"Partnerships in Professionalism" "A complete 
perk and downer in one" I can see more tolltist 
buses and more homelessaess. I can see the 
people of this community holdmg on to something 
more pow& than the irrelevant exhibits of 

professional undertaken and othct so-callad 
developers. W t  these people d l y  subscribe to 
is a view that if you can't keep your head in the 
clouds then you might as well keep it up your ass. 
This community will always be more than some 
bullshit middle or upper class ddinition of 
. . . . . . . . . . ..... Fill in the blanks? 

Swami Leigh Van Lopsang Donohue 

Here, from the office of Dick Wad, are the 
Top Ten Martian jokes 

1. W e r e  does the Martian President live? - In the Green House. 
2. Who was King Kong in the Martian movie? 
- The Green Giant. 

3. What do Martians use for money? 
- 0 r ~ b a c . k ~  

4. Why doesn't Captain Kirk tell Martian jokes? - Some might hear him. 
5. Whhhat is the UN Peace Corps called on Mars? 
-Greenpeace. 

6. Why do Martians have antennae on their head? - stereo 
7. What's the biggest Earth holiday for Martians? - St. pat rick"^ Day. 
8. What do Martians like to cat? 
- Marsmallows 

9. Why don't Martians visit the Grand Canyon? - too much like home. 
10. What is Martian ID? 
-aGreencard. 



DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE WOMEN 

Break the Silence Against 
Violence!! 

Join us in a campaign to fight violence against 
women in the Downtown Eastside!! 
' Workshops, Speak-outs, Events 

A three-day Women's Retreat 

Do you want to be involved? 
Call 682-3269 Mailbox #83 19 

The Classics at 

concert of music from 
the Viennese classical era 
(Mozart and Haydn) by 

Harmonie Woodwind Ensemble 
Saturday, Aug.15 

7 Pm 
- in the theatre 

All Welcome! 

The Classics at 

All Welcome! 



PRISONERS' JUSTICE DAY 

: S / ~ E N T ~ L ~  It damages internal organs. 

Let's STOP this K I L L E R - ~ O ~ S O ~ .  

If a member of your family or a friend 
has been affected: 

Let's hear about in a short story 81 if 
you have a picture of your loved one - 

Please leave ATTENTION: 
Margaret Prevost @ Carnegie Centre 

401 Main Street 

Let's STOP talking about 

IT'S time for ACTION: 
-Responsibility IS on all PERSONS 

Selling this Poison! 

August 10th is a day set aside each year when 
prisoners and supporters gather to honour the 
memory of the men ands women who have died 
unnatural deaths inside Canadian prisons. 
On August 10, 1974, Eddie Nalon bled to death 

in a solitary confinement unit at Millhaven 
Maximum Security Prison near Kingston, Ontario, 
when the call button in that unit failed to work. An 
inquest later found that the call buttons in that unit 
had been deactivated by the guards. Prisoners at 
Millhaven marked the anniversary of Eddie's 
death by fasting and refising to work. 
What started as a one-time event behind the walls 

of Millhaven has become aa international day of 
solidarity. On this day prisoners around the world 
fast, refuse to work and remain in their cells while 
supporters organize community events to draw 
public attention to the conditions inside prisons. 
The urgent need for change within both the 

criminal justice and prison systems is accentuated 
when we look at the increasing number of prisoner 
deaths in Canada. The most recent toll fiom Stats 
Canada indicates that, for the 1996-97 period, 
there were 10 1 deaths of federal prisoners and 44 
deaths of provincial prisoners. Prisoner deaths 
fiom murder, suicide and neglect can and must be 
prevented. 

This year will mark 22 years since the first 
Prisoners' Justice Day Memorial was held outside 
the gates of the old BC Penitentiary. On Sunday, 
August 9, there will be a Memorial Rally outside 
the Vancouver Pre-Trial Centre at 275 E. Cordova 
Erom 1 -3pm. This event will include the BCPWA 
Prison Outreech Project, Third World AUiance, 
Kris Lyons, Karlene Faith, The Ts'peten Defense 
Committee, Kelly White, Eddie Rouse, Wayde 
Compton, The Lil'wat Dnunmers, D d t m  of 
the Wind, and LOUD. This is free to the public 
and there will be children's activities on site. 





I'm thinking of you again 
about how where you grew up 
in Northern B.C. 
all the kids died of 
drinking and driving 

I know C.R. is coming 
because I hear a harmonica 
In the alley 
yesterday his socks were airing to dry 
In the alley 
Music bridges the stillness 
fiom the Camegie 
First Nations drumming and chanting 
slide guitar and then someone's 
singing and whistling 
in the alley 

at 3 a.m. I awake to the clank of a dumpster 
Shona woke to Bud reading poetry in the alley 
in the middle of the afternoon 
a man calls desperately for Peter 

Someone's coughmg and puking and spitting up 
poverty 

I ask myself at the same time I ask you 
Do you love me 
See the good in me 
Believe in me 
Nurture me 
Accept me 
Accepting You 

Irene Loughlin 



IOYS AND FELLS OF CAMPING OUT 
Oh the joyys of  camping in " Dear Dead 
Days". . .Great memories of Eliphinstone.. . 
Artabm.. .Fircorn by the sea .. Baacon, 
Eggs, .Marshmallows. .Hot Cocoa.. Camp fires 
under the stars ... Pack up your troubles ... 
Moonlight and roses. .Gitchee Gumee by the sea 
water.. . 
Far cry today •’?om good friends camped out near 
the dumpster in the wilderness of a dark lane in the 
downtown eastside ... Blanket pitched next to a 
stinking pile of garbage.. . Asphalt and/or bed rock 
for a mattress.. . No stars but flickering street 
lamps.. .No coyote howl but screams of 
brakes.. .sirens.. .stumble sounds.. .imprecations like 
black thunder.. . 

Sam Roddan 



fieball 
the fireball again 
middle of the night 
I'll get up 
if I smell smoke 

r. bear 

Class And Solidarity 

"If You Have Come To Free Me.. ." 

Noam Chomsky writes in his book "Class 
Warfae" that today "business tastes blood. They 
tbmk they can roll back the whole social contract 
that's been developtd over the past 
century.. .labour rights, human rights.. .anythmg 
other than making profit tomorrow." (page SO) ' 

Many citizens are aware that the times are harsh. 
In fact, a majority of people are "strongly opposed 
to everythtng that's going on." (Chomsky, page 
57) Often we don't know what to do in the face of 
this global war against ordinary people. Some 
bury their heads in the sand Others become 
cynical, and still others lash out in anger at those 
closest to them, or at minority groups tbat are 
themselves powerless. 

Ordinmy people have been fighting for buman 
rights for over two hun&ed years, and today we 
have an international business class that sees 
human rights as a resttaint on its ability to make 
money. Those with power have divided the 
majority of citizens who oppose the global 
economy into "special interest groups" The 
Canadlan Establishment is skilled at turning 
loggers against environm- youth against 
seniors, the employed against the unemployed, 
men against women, frightened citizens against 
immigrants, and one ethnic group against mother. 
We forget that the mother of all interest groups is 

I 
the business class itself. 

If we are to fight successllly against the 
/ tmnsmtiona~ g low economy, we h e  to 
I 

uiider&d our own oppression and how that 
oppression is linked to the oppression of others - 
First Nations people who are still hying to 
negotiate land claims, seniors who are &ing cuts 
to pension plans, youth who are experiencing huge 
unemployment and severe cuts in income, low 
income citizens who are suff&g from cuts to 
social programs, workers who have no job 
security, we wages falling, and can't find full-time 
employment, women who hold the great majority 
of the lowest paid jobs in society, ill people 
neglected by a medical system under siege, 
students who can no longer afford post-secondary 
education, teachers who are Eiustrated by fifteen' 
years of cuts to education, small business people 

who cannot compete against corporate giants, and 
human beings throughout the world who are 
forced to move from one country to another 
because of a global economy that is creating 
unemployment everywhere. 

As Lila Watson, an Aborigine Elder from 
Australia has said, "If you have come to free me, 
you are wasting your time. But if you have come 
because your liberation is bound up with mine, 
come let us work together." 

Sandy Cameron 



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. every day 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3 Routes 
ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 

5 1998 DONATIONS - 
Paula R.-$10 
Wm. B.-$32 

V) 
p. I Joy T.-$18 
3 tft ,Cl~ar ley 0.-$15 

("Libby D.-$50 
Sam R.-$40 

", Rlck Y. -$45  
n Sharon 5.-$30 

BCCW -$25 
K Ray-Cam -$I0 

Val A -$50 
Neil N.420 
Helene S.-$18 
Jenny K.-$18 
Tim S.-$18 
Thomas 8.-$14 
Beth L.-$18 
Bill G.-$100 I 

Rolf A. -$25  
Bruce 5.-$14 
BCTF - $12  
S a b i t r a  - $ 1 5  
Susan S . - $ 1  

City - 5:45 p.m. - 11 :45 p.m. 
Overnight - 12:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
Downtown Eastside - 5:30 p.m. 1 :30 a.m. 

THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 

Micles represent the views of contributors 
and not of the Association. 

' I  

C. ~ a i o l d  D.-$20 Margaret D.-$20 
(D 

Submission Deadline 
~ o n y a  s . - $ ~ o  DEY AS - $ i s0  for next issue 

I Vancy 11.-$35 PRLDE -$50 I Tuesday, August 12. 
& Jennifer  M.-$15 Pam 0.- 20 

Brenda Y.$IO CEEDS -f50 



June 10. A very nice.sounding lady fran Roger's 
phoned today. She extended the last invitation 
to sign up far IW W b e f m  they yadaed it 
fran my cable box. 
Because she talked so nice, I decided t o  

tell her, nicely, why I wasn't interested in 
the "&ef'. 

I l is ted:  1. There's nothing on ME TV that I 
really like. 

2. 'Ihe only stat ion I katch with any 
regularity is the Hi~ to ry  channel, 
but they repeat their programs 
too much, and they show m t l y  
tm or  one star mvies. 

3. And m t l y ,  I won't ever get ME 
TV if I ' m  forced t o  subsidize 
t h e W c h a n n e 1 ,  o r t h e c a r  
crashes thatpervadeonthe  
Speedvision channel. 

4. Even if I could afford it, it's 
not worth it. 

'Ihe nice, sourdug lady listened t o  me, then 
she closed with: ''kll, if at any time in the 
future you change your mind, give Roger's a 
call." 

Several hours later I ws thinking of the 
nice lady, and I began t o  analyze the reasons 
I had given her fo r  declining her invitation. 
My reasons wre sincere, but sanething ~ B S  

missing in my response. 
Them the ambier f i l t ~ x e d  in to  my coIlSci[]~~~ne~~. 
What I arrived at  was that the extra channels 

on ME TV caused m t o  channel surf mre, and 
thus, I never got hooked on any of the new 
stations. No new loyalt ies here fonred. 

I ws constantly swit* stations. Wa- 
a b i t  of this and a few minutes of that, until 
m t h i n g  held my interest. 

Such interest-holders wre seldan on the 
ME TV channels. 

I got really sick of channel surfing, and 
so, with the help of the lV guide, I becane 
mre selective, and if nothing in the TV guide 
looked good I 'd j u s t  listen t o  the radio which 
is also a good form of "artificial canpany''. 

And that 's  the second part of my thesis. 
Single people, bachelors, bachelorettes , 

people who l ive  alone are  probably arrpng the 
rmjority who didn't sign up for ME TV. 

Why not? It's confusing but stick with 
me. 

Single people Like sane s tabi l i ty  in their 
lives. And that  is lacking hen we becm 
addicted t o  channel surfing! 

We mt t o  know that if there's nothing 
else to do, there's a lwys  Sherlock Holrnes 
a t  seven o'clock on ME, or good old Ally 
McBeal at nine. 

Channel surfing detracts fran quality 'IV 
wtching. Thus, I didn't s ign  up, and I 
d c a n e  the day when the extra, w a n t e d  ME 
TV channels are r m v e d  and no longer intrude 
upon my h m .  

Q1 the other hand, people who have children 
or r~arm~ites are probably m n g  the rmjority 
who did sign up for  ME TV because of peer 
pressure. 

And also, because people who l ive  with others 
aren't likely to be channel surfers lest they 
becane very unpopular with their  cohabiters. 
So, there it is; the m i n  reasons I won't 

be forking out any money on the loaning 500 
channel m r l d  of the near future - I couldn't 
handle it. 

.... 
I sure wish I could talk t o  the nice.sounding 

lady again and tell her all this. 

ITTITTLE ...-- 



(*This was written as input into an article being 
submitted to 7he l h m )  
Stuart: It's a challenge to write without getting 

personally involved. (Failed again.) 

It seems to be expedwnt for bureaucrats (and yes, 
Virginia, the administrators of the Vancouver Pol- 
ice Department are bureaucrats) to lump all recipi- 
ents of particular funds or doing the same kind of 
work into the same category. Out of general cyni- 
cism and into naming names: the Chief of Police 
and the Mayor of Vancouver champion the idea 
that all participation in Neighbourhood Safety 
Offices (NSOs) should be voluntary - i.e. that no 
one should be in a paid position - this is m o w -  
minded and lacking in awareness. 

To be specific again, this idea is ludicrous when 
the work done by Deb Mearns at the Downtown 
Eastside's NSO on Hastings Street is lumped in 
with NSOs throughout the city. Stereotypically, 
Community Police Offices are vacant most of the 
time, or a& deserted except for a lone volunteer 
on the front desk. This is taken as "the nature of 
the thing" and adequate reason to downgrade all 
NSOs to just places for cops to frequent when they 
get time?. The work done by Deb is on the most 
crucial issues in the area - that of children being 
exploited for sex, both through involvement in 
'voluntary' solicitation and outright coercion due 
to the tnmigrant status of themselves andlor 
members of their family. Kids as younp, as I 1 
have been forced to become prostitutes (some 
even being chained to beds) to pay off their 
parents' head tax (paid via 'loans' fiom pimps); 
they are also coerced into being mules for drugs. 
Part and parcel of Deb's work is to be on the edge 
of the drug situation, gang interraction and which 
quasi-businesses are fronts for both. 
Protesting loudly or demonstrating has little effcd, 
especially when few people want to admit to the 
size of this problem. Deb is permitted to practice 
law; she has tremendous energy and the expertise 
to push buttons of people up and down the h i m -  
chy of the Police and the municipal, provincial 
and federal governments. The advisory committee 

she tweakin' 

on the black tarmac 
a one-handed cartwheel 

which supports and networks around this work 
keeps abreast of all actions by Police and various 
task forces. Deb spearheads the gathering and 
presentation of reports, activities and discoveries 
on how m t  pro~edures play out, o h  to the 
embarrassment of the mentioned hierarchies. On a 
most cynicat note, it seems thld this "vol- 
only" thing is designed to take Deb and her work 
out of the picture, since it is M-time and more. It 
also seems to be gearing up to eliminate volunteers 
at NSOs who are street-wise or ex-addicts, by dint 
of them having to undergo a 'police investigation' 
andlor mining to do what they are already doing. 

Making the staff position at the Downtown East- 
side's NSO non-existent by this blind approach 
ignores the positive work done to date and likens it 
with the empty space of so many other NSOs. 
Look to improving this, not relegabing it to being 
just another empty storefront. 

Respectfullly submitted, 
PaulR Taylor 



A preacher wanted to raise money for his church and, being told there was a fortune in the horse racing 
business, decided to buy one & enter it into the races. However, at the local auction, the going prices for 
horses was so steep that he ended up buying a donkey. 

He figured that since he had it he might as well go ahead & enter it into a race. To his surprise it came in 
Third. The next day the racing sheets carried this headline: 

PREACHER'S ASS SHOWS! 

The preacher was so pleased with the donkey that he entered it again & this time the paper said: 
PREACHER'S ASS OUT IN FRONT! 

The Bishop was so upset with this type of publicity that he ordered the preacher not to enter the donkey in 
another race. The newspaper printed this: 

BISHOP SCRATCHES PREACHER'S ASS! 

This was just too much for the Bishop, so he ordered the preacher to get rid of the donkey. The preacher 
decided to give it to a nun in the near-by convent. The headline ran: 

NUN HAS BEST ASS IN TOWN! 

The bishop fainted. He informed the nun that she would have to dispose of the donkey. She finally found a 
farmer who was willing to buy it for $10, and the paper said: 

NUN PEDDLES ASS FOR TEN BUCKS! 

They buried the bishop the next day.. . 

Drugs, Health 

Unwomanly Thoughts 
how I usedto wish youdead 
my old love, 
unworthy opponent in the daily struggle; 
how I used to wish you dead 

watching you sleeping peacefidiy 
after some fie& assault or torture 

& Carnegie YOU, stronger, smarter, bigger 
without the need of my love to keep you fearful of 
abandonment 

The Board of Directors is meeting you, a decent man M e d  by the potent potion 
to talk about this pulsing through your brain; 

two persons. 
Saturday, August 8, 2 p.m. I in IOVC with one; shackled to the 0 t h .  

in the theatre only your peaceful death would ease my heart. 



Disengaging History 
or 

Piddley-Ass Shit 
In high school, 1 remembet knowing what the 

~mportant questions were, and I remember asking 
them, though they were never answered so much 
as negotiated or skirted. During that time, there 
was famine in Pakistan, among other places, I re- 
call, and some people at the school took to caUing 
me "Pak-pak-pakiiiiiiieeeeeee," since my com- 
plexion was somewhat dark and my hair long and 
my activities, my reading and pseudo. 
philosophizing, suspect, and because I actually 
talked about famine. The most important question 
was how to challenge the murderous, destructive, 
arrogant, lying and chcating people and groups 
that ran everything, people and groups responsible 
for, for instance, famine and war and mcdicat ar- 
rogandstupidity (thalidomide, insulin shock ther- 
apy e&, for poverty and •’kcism and the anti- 
educational slave training, brain-killing institu- 
tionalization that passes for an educational system, 
for the piddley-ass shit that teachers and acadern- 
ics, following the lead of corporate hooligan trai- 
tor scum that run the show, business chis trash 
that benefit Erom famine and war and medical 
stupidity, claim is all important and significant and 
is all there is to society, tellmg us that such pid- 
diey-ass shit constitutes contribution to society, 
when in fact their piddley-ass shit only contributes 
to the corporate exploitation and destruction of 
everything. The same mentality will justify the 
deaths of hundreds and thousands, even millions 
of people on the basis of, for instance, who fued 
the tirst shot. Much of history, for example, as it is 
taught is piddley-ass shit history, a history that 
disengages ifselj; as in Camus' The Fall, where it 
I F  ahrqfs lust a bit too late, that is, the damage has 
been done, and noth ' i  now can be done about i t  
Whereas we can always do something about it, 
right now, but would rather not get involved in 
such an immediate and difficult undertaking. 

The city thinks it can get away with piddle).. 
ass shrt in the downtown eastside, talking about 

stricter penatties for drug dealing and more cops 
arresting more people, while at the same time 
rsdmimagthatmore cops andmore acre& are ac- 
complishing nothing, saying that simple things 
like an anti-co11vasion by-law are controversial 
while going against all the experts and the police 
themselves in insisting, like the neo-fascist shop 
keepers and shopkeeper-like institutions (the archi- 
tectural ignorance institute on bastings) that raddic- 
tion is a moral issue. What about zero toleranc~ 
for white coUar crime down on Howe St, or =o 
tolerance for theivery, intimidation and abuse by 
hotel owners? The city is silly to listen to the 
trendy shop owners, who are quite possibly the 
mosi ignorant people alive, believing thcy have 
their fingers on the pulse of the new, but acting out 
the whole gamut of recieved ideas and expecte- 
tions, practising what they think is new and cool, 
but which is just commercialization of anything 
andev* 

Dan Fccney 




