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2" Annual Aboriginal

Film & Video Festival
Nov 2% - 6" 1999

Nov 2™

6pm-10pm * Opening Night
Vancouver Aboriginal Centre
1607 East Hastings St.

Nov 3™ and £*

Noon — Midnight
Van East Cinema
2290 Commercial Dr.

Nov 5*

Noon — 8pm

Emily Carr Inst. of Art & Design
Room 328, Granville Island

Nov 6%

Noon-4pm

Children’s and Youth Matinee
2290 Commercial Dr.

2-4pm Panel Discussion
8pm Rez Dog Cabaret & Open Mic
Video Inn Studios 1865 Main St

Pay as you can;
Children and FElders free.

For more info call IMAG
871-0173 in Vancouver



ALL AROUND THE TOWN
Garry Gust

- The mayor and his cronies
want to empower the police to
confiscate musical
instruments from unlicensed
buskers, so be careful not to
whistle when you walk
downtown.

Nancy Chiavario has
received COPE's blessing for
an independent seat on city
councll. This seems
reasonable considering she
has involved herself in the
affairs of the DEside over
the years. Let's hope she
plcks up where Jenny Kwan
left off before Ms. Kwan
decided to abandon her
principles in favor of blind
ambitionism.

The best news by far for
the Donwtown Eastside is that
Bud Osborn 1s running for
city council! It will be a
real struggle for him to
overcome the NPA money-
machine, but with the
deserving local support Bud
will give a good balance to
city council for all
Vancouverites,

In February the BC NDP
will gather to choose a new
leader. I'd 1like to see Mike
Harcourt go for 1it, but
perhaps even Mike can't
revive a dead party. So when
the next provincial election
rolls around it looks like
we'll have to choose between
Gordon Campbell and Silly
Billy Van der Zam. Don't
count the Zam out, all he has
to do is evoke family values
in our school system and

he'll have a viable shot at
getting his old Jjob back.

As for me, I'm voting for
whoever promises to start
controlling the vicious thugs
hired as 'security' guards in
Chinatown.

Now then, 1is begging in
the streets a public nulsance
or a fundamental freedom of
expression and movement in
this so-called "free country"
of ours?

Are our freedoms being
systematically removed by
civic bylaws?

Early in 2000, a court case
is scheduled in Vancouver
that might clarify what
direction 'democracy' will
take in the new century. The
court case was linstligated by
concerned citizens of the
Downtown Eastside and just
may set a precedent that will
either restore the good
intentions of democracy or

~drive a stake through its

heart.
Stay tuned...




Lucifer Likes Your Car . .
re you’ve been robbed of imagination _

Z\(a,vl;llowed whole can’t imagine how you’d get along without

engulfed are enslaved b){ lies .

a vague impression of a being feel you ﬂy f;m ron ngsma yet?e

blurred by speed and glass yc,)ur.car 1s Tiying on you

you talk to yourself, pick and it’s time to buy a new one...

scratch | jiang chang

nobody calls you crazy ‘cause
you’re too small to be noticed

a soul diminished by one automobile...

lucifer likes your car

sold you to it so cheap you paid

and pay and pay and pay

sexy and safe you murder

butterflies birds snakes and honeybees
and toads and moles and deer ‘nd folk
without notice

you usually don’t notice. ..

fuled by blood and war your car

shines in the sun

chokes me gags my earth

makes my earth gag

you honking when I walk too slow

should have the right to run me down when
my light turns red

should have the right to rage

your children

strapped securely inside...

Downtown Eastside Poetry Wins City Book Award

Community activist Bud Osbom is the winner of the 1999 City of Vancouver Book Award for his volume of
poetry, Keys to Kingdoms.

Through the lens of the city’s Downtown Eastside, Osbom’s poetry conveys the universal need for
community, and reflects on how the human spirit finds the hope and strength to reclaim life and dream.

Mayor Philip Owen presented Osbomn with the prize on October 20" during the opening gala of the
Vancouver International Writers Festival.

An independent panel of judges chose Keys to Kingdoms (Get to the Point Publishing) for its moving
appeals for increased compassion and understanding for those living in the Downtown Eastside.

Osborm is a former addict and a leading voice for the Downtown Eastside community. He volunteers on the
Vancouver/Richmond Community Health Board, the Camegie Association Board, and with the Vancouver
Area Network of Drug Users. He is also the author of Lonesome Monsters: The Prose and Poetry of Bud
Osborn (Anvil Press, 1995) and Hundred Block Rock (Arsenal Pulp Press, 1999).
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Bud Osbom is running for City Council in the
Vancouver election that takes place on November
20th. He is running as a part of the COPE/GREEN
alliance.

Bud has heard the voices of poor people, unem-
ployed pecple, homeless people, ill people, people
with disabilities, people with addictions, people
who have died from drug overdoses, parents who
are worried about their children and drugs, people
worried about public safety and public order
(knowing that the war on drugs doesn’t work),
people concerned about the unrestrained gentrifi-
cation that is killing residents of the Downtown
Eastside, people looking for someone to express
their pain, people looking for someone to express
their hope, and people throughout Vancouver who
know that peace is impossible without justice.
Many citizens have asked Bud to run for City

Council, and he has responded to their request.

He is running for the office of City Councillor
because public service is part of his spiritual and
poetic beliefs. He thinks that we are in this world
to help each other. He thinks that as we express
our grief at the end of this murderous century, we
will better understand the difference between what
is and what ought to be, and will therefore work
for a better world.

Bud has written in his poems:

+  “from compassion comes hope”

+  “life is good if we become for others the
mother we may never have had”

“we have become a community of prophets in
the downtown eastside rebuking the system
and speaking hope and possibility into
situations of apparent impossibility”

“I love this city. 1 don’t want to see the quality of
life deteriorating. We have to address the difficult
issues of health and housing.” — Bud Osbom

The hope Bud brings is not false hope. it has
been refined on the path of suffering. He has cared
enough to grieve, and in his grieving, hopes. Bud
wakes us up.

« ‘“‘our words

like bolts of lightning in a dark night”

“love as fiery personal and collective social

Justice passion

love as willingness to go one more length

to make one more leaflet”
Bud will speak up for us. He won’t let those with
great wealth and power demonize us.. not in his
presence anyway. He will speak the truth of his
feelings, not the compromising lies of sleazy poli-
tical posturing. Like Bruce Eriksen before him,
Bud can be stubbomn and strident, and, like Eriks-
en, he never, ever, gives up. These characteristics
are survival skills at a City Hall indifferent to the
anxieties and hopes of ordinary citizens

Bud’s home community is the Downtown East-

side, but his caring embraces the world. We can
help in his campaign. We can vote for him, and
for others who will challenge the oligarchy at City
Hall.

*

By Sandy Cameron

or people who have to plan now for next week

Workshop/Report with Donald MacPherson

on methods and successes in harm reduction
and the progress in Europe in dealing with the |
drug problem. Donald visited Switzerland &
Germany and has had his findings published

‘ through the City of Vancouver. Establishment
| of a sobering centre and detox facilities are
immediate outcomes. The workshop/report 18
| on Thursday, November 18™ at 3 p.m. in

i_ Carnegie. Everyone is welcome.
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I wish those “Welfare bums’ would stop sucking
off the Public tit.

‘They” are ruining our nice land

Along with the pushy squeegee kids

And those unwashed panhandlers.

Why don’t they get a job.. or at least a haircut?

They make my shopping trips uncomfortable

Those children on the cold and damp pavement

Why don’t they get a job?

Why aren't they in school?

Do you suppose they are doing a survey of
public compassion?

On Broadway and Granville I talked to an
older man

Pushing his stuff in a Safeway cart.

He told me his story - about his job,
about the company ‘s ruin

The loss of his West-side apartment

And then about his own fall from grace.

There are many stories out there.

But the people are getting less and less able
to speak our language—

The language of the roof-over-our-heads

The language of warmth-in-winter

The language of food-in-belly

A clean clothes kind of dialect.

Wilhelmina Miles
B —~

wers Ne
Neighbourhood News {i‘"\'«:}

*Congratulations to the Tenants’ Rights Action
Coalition on celebrating it’s 15" anniversary. The
AG announced his support for an independent
body to hold and administrate damage deposits.
This will make getting this money in the right
hands much fairer — i.e. mostly back to renters and
out of the operating funds of unscrupulous and
sleazy landlords.

Is the civic election going to change anything?
DERA hosted the two leading candidates for
Mayor at its General Membership meeting on Oct.

S,
29 in Carnegie. Philip Owen campaigns on being
“independent and answering to no one” except his
own conscience perhaps... on the NPA doing all
kinds of wonderful things... but keeps on with his
bottled responses as per modem electioneering.
David Cadman responded with calls for more
community involvement and responsible leader-
ship for all people, rather than narrow responses
in favour of the wealthy and vested interests in
land, property and profit. The stage is set.. and the
questions began.

Owen spoke of the City being responsible for
hundreds of social housing units — and had his
vague generalities thrown back at him with real
numbers and real outcomes. He cites 800 new
units in the last few years as evidence that the City
is keeping up with the loss of SRO units. He ig-
nores the fact that low-income housing for singles
is what’s lost while what’s built is for low and
middle-income families and seniors. The street
population grows as housing for the non-senior
single is disappearing. The City asked for and got
the ability to pass anti-conversion bylaws to regu-
late owners wanting to evict all long-term low-
income tenants in favour of backpackers and
tourists. He cited the run on conversions right
after Council got the charter-change as evidence
that it wouldn’t work. The quick shot back from
the floor was that those hotels were going to do it
anyway, and the Mayor was just using it as a
dodge. Owen avoided the question about having a
major gastown property-owner as the public
relations manager of his re-election campaign.
There was an article recently by Allan Garr that
nailed Owen’s money men for what they are and
Owen for the do-as-you’re-told mayor he is. He is
so used to running his mouth for the sound-byte
coverage that he forgets that people have intelli-
gence memories and . He actually said he support-
ed the Crab Park access when it was his vote that
killed it!

Owen and the NPA are in this for the people who
pay them and pay for their campaigns. What these
developers and business people want is rarely
what the majority of people want or need.

PRT



All the leaves are brown and the sky is grey. and leave deep space nine. I am able to talk about

These broken wings have to leam to fly.. ~ loss, even though it is very painful. I am very ex-

It’s been 3 years and 26 days since I lost my 18 hausted but I'm determined to make a difference,
year-old son in a brutal murder. It has been very big or small. This is a journey, not a destination,
difficult for me and my family having to cope. mapped out for me by my Creator.

I chose a path that took me to hell and back. “We are tied to the ocean. and when we go back,
When I was in the healing stages since we lost my  whether it is to go sailing or just to watch, we are
son to the Creator, another tragedy struck. My going back from whence we came.”
daughter killed her own father in self-defense. (President John F. Kennedy — 1962)
Motive? — sexual abuse, AND 1 was back to 1 am connected to the ocean, the trees and the
square one. ‘mountains.. it’s very spiritual. A KOSI Hai Hai

Ive been fortunate to get back on the red road Charmaine Deschamp

every Tuesday in November
11:00 - 12;30

! = with DELANYE
arnegie Gym

moving from your own centre
access your deep self
explore the rhythms of life
release blocked energy
transform abusive patterning
make room for more joy in your life
DANCE YOURSELE FREE

November 11

Remember all the people who are killed in wars, not just soldiers. The majority of the
people who are killed in wars are civilians. Most of these are women and children.
Why is over 12 % of the Canadian budget spent on defense? Why is the Canadian
government encouraging industry to produce more and more war machinery? Women
want this money spent on housing, welfare, pensions, education, childcare and other anti-violence programs-

Women of the Downtown Eastside express compassion for and solidarity with the women and children all
over the world who are dying because of war.

Breaking the Silence Against Violence Against Women
Campaign
682-3269 #8319



An article in the October 15th edition of the
Carnegie Newsletter suggesting the Camegie
Centre “sanctions drug abuse and violence” was
based on sheer ignorance and misinformation: The
article - The Patio of The Downtown Eastside -

was written by an individual identifying him/her-
self as Buss Ryder.

The writer initially stated that the street comer at
Hastings and Main has always been a congested
and unpleasant one... "not a nice place to have to
catch your bus. I find myself on the road to avoid
drug users who have now apparently taken over
the street comer.”

Catching the bus is one thing; slamming Carmegie,
its grounds and its people is yet ancther.

If you feel access is being denied because
someone is blocking the path you've chosen to
enter or leave, a civil "excuse me" will likely get
an equally civil response..

If Hastings and Main is too congested and un-
pleasant, the bus should simply be boarded at

A Recent History

For the onlooker on Hastings the walker notices
signs announcing Free Acupuncture for addictions

at the Native Health Centre. If one asked how
long this had been there they'd be told since May
or March or the Spring.

The real story is a very serious acupuncturist

named Lisa Skerritt, in conjunction with the folks

at the Native Health drop-in, started offering the

service 3 times a week - Monday, Wednesday and

Friday.

For 6 months Ms. Skerritt worked 3 momings a

week for free before the government got off its

REFRESHING REMINDER FOR UNEASY RYDER "

another stop somewhere else. What’s the big deal?
The drug users usually don’t bite outside the
Camegie, and walking on the road in a paranoid
act of avoidance only reflects intolerance.
Indirectly referring to the Carnegie Street Prog-
ram - which also includes drug users - Ryder says:
“They are provided with chairs, games and
refreshments.” That’s not unusual. Drug addict or
not, why shouldn’t they be provided with chairs,
games and refreshments? It’s not socially
unacceptable or against the law to have a seat
while playing games and drinking refreshments.
These are very peaceful activities in fact, and they
are much healthier altematives to the latest trend
of break-ins and home invasions. People are
people and they need a noticeable outlet of
creativity to express themselves.  Ryssel Crossley

O

valuable service for addicts and other people in
pain in this neighbourhood.

Officially the program has only been there for a
few months but the truth is that a courageous
woman, together with other concerned women,
saw a need and saw to it that people would be
helped. As usual it took the government a while to
catch on but is now financing the endeavour.

The beginning of November is the 'official' start
of acupuncture for addiction treatment. Bravo to
the women who had the courage and foresight to
turn a needed service into a winner.



treatment centres in the neighborhood, or indeed
To: VIV any new social services.

Regarding your show about Chinatown in Where is the balance in your coverage?

) e As for the Robo Cops, they are part of the prob-
ece d and ’ )
i{l l:;:::l(:lléti felt this piece was very sad an lem, because they appear to believe themselves to

You faled to mention that Charles Leeandthe ¢ POice, and act e . fhen you tunk about i
Chinatown Merchants Association have been d'g‘, are &0 Just like yf?ul;man - the only
lobbying against any further social housing in the = S.0erence is they are wearing Suits.
Downtown Eastside. Social housing is a stabiliz-
ing factor in our neighborhood, and of great
benefit to low-income residents, including the
Chinese-speaking residents.

Charles Lee also said, at a public meeting, that
police are not babysitters. Therefore he was
opposed to extra officers in the Downtown
Eastside. I believe Charles Lee was exploiting the
elderly Chinese lady. He and his organization
hardly speak for or assist any of the low-income
Chinese in the community. The merchants
association is there to cater to the tourist

PN\ 3
osmg, T ask you to remember that our
munity is a neighborhood, with real people who
live here and are just trying to get along. It has a
name - the DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE. 1t is not

. Skid Road. The longer you repeat that expression,
:,r:lclllee,:nd to look afer business and property the harder will be our to job to improve things.

In Chinatown you will find SUCCESS, which ~ We are the people who live here, not the Charles
caters to our Chinese population. SUCCESS, to Lges who Just come down here and try to change
my understanding, is there to assist all Chinese things for their own benefit. .
persons in need of help - such as shopping, tran- Thanks for your understanding
slators and providing transportation for people Margaret
who need to see their doctors or other medical
needs. As well, there is Carnegie Community
Centre, where a large number of low-income
Chinese-speaking members go to socialize, use
the library or get something nutritious and inex-
pensive to eat. Charles Lee and the merchants
have never come around there to see what these
people need or want.

You also fail to reveal that many of the boarded
up buildings in Chinatown are owned by off shore
buyers. These are speculators with no interest in
improving our community.

Charles Lee and the merchants complain of the
presence of drug activities in the alleys and in
front of their businesses. This community has
been speaking of a sobering centre as a way of
coping with the problem. but once again Charles
Lee and the merchants are against any detoxes or

‘When They Were Youn

When they were young

Fish and game were plenty for all.
When they were young

The mountains were green with trees
And you could drink the water.

Now that our Elders are not so young,
You can see the pride in their faces
When they share their stories

With those of us who were not there.
You can’t buy an Elder.

Fred Arrance



Grasping for dollars with the gastown heritage
commissars

“What's more important, social housing or
heritage?”
Formier city planner and current development
consultant, Jon Ellis
quoted in the Vancouver Sun

The fact that someone like Jon Ellis could actually
ask this question suggests that he has lived far too
comfortably for much too long. Unfortunately,
this question was posed in the context of an issue
that is much larger than one person’s sheltered
lifestyle and self-satisfied worldview.
For years gastown merchants and property-owners
have been whining about the amount of social
housing in this neighbourhood. There are just too
many poor people here, they say. Bryce Rositch,
one-time NPA president and then president of the
Architectural Institute of B.C. (and a prominent
gaspoid property-owner and developer), wrote a
letter to the Vancouver Sun claiming that the
Downtown Eastside is an ‘artificial poor zone’
that has been created by government subsidies.

For a long time, the gaspoid line was that if
governments would only get out of the way and
let the private market do its job, the problem of
poverty in the Downtown Eastside would be
solved. Developers would build all kinds of
condos and those of us who can’t afford the oh-so
refined lifestyle of the urbane middle class would
just get out of the way and move to Surrey or New
West, or just somewhere (anywhere) else.

Well, now the shoe is on the other foot. The gas-
town free market strategy has been a total failure.
Despite the loud yelps coming from that quarter,

there really aren’t that many yuppies in the area.
The census shows that in 1996 there were only 75
owner-occupied dwellings, only 4% of all the
dwellings in the gastown zoning area. Of course,
the giant condos at Cordova and Carrall were built
after the census, but they haven’t sold that well,
and half of what has sold is occupied by renters.
The real sites of gentrification are in Strathcona
and the mega-projects along Main and Pender Sts.

So much for the free market doing the job of
gentrifying the neighbourhood.

The new gaspoid strategy is to exalt heritage
uber alles. Even as they continue to demand that
income and resources to poor people in the Down-
town Eastside be cut back, they have the gall to
demand subsidies for themselves. The gaspoid
whine is that gity planners never listen to them.
‘Poor us’, they drone on to anyone who will
listen. Their new refrain is: “We’re so hard done
by because city staff only care about social
housing and not heritage’. (BUT the Gastown
Historic Area Planning Committee (GHAPC) and
the Gastown Business Improvement Society are
both officially city-sanctioned and city-funded
organizations...)

While actively opposing government support for
social housing, the gastown property-owning and
business elite want the same subsidies to pay for
tax-breaks and renovation funds for heritage buil-
dings. In other words, they want government sup-
port for private businesses, especially developers.
Wouldn’t that be a plum!

Just think: You too could purchase a $350,000
condo on Water or Alexander or Powell that has
been tastefully renovated with the help of govern-
ment subsidies and tax-breaks. And what about
those people living in two-bit, rinky-dink, badly



**Healing Ways is the Aboriginal Health and
Service Review, compiled and published by the
Vancouver/Richmond Health Board. Copies are
available. It is under review by the community.

heated, badly-maintained hotel rooms, if they’re
lucky to even have a place at all? Well, if yoy’re
living in that government-subsidized condo, just
remember what Alfred E Newman used to say:
What, me worry?

We're going to be hearing a lot from these
whiners in the near-future as the City gears up to
pass the Gastown Heritage Management Plan. Of
course, there’s only about 10 people who actually
make all that noise but their strategy of defining

On Friday October 22, the Attomey General’s
office announced that finally the Rice Wine that
has killed many of our people in the D. E.. is

the issue of heritage as a trade off for social
housing -as an either-or issue- has some powerful
allies at City Hall. Hmm, maybe the bad old NPA
in the sixties were actually on to something when

officially going to be off the shelves in all 24-hour
stores, comer stores and other outlets.

This lethal drug is finally being put to rest — after
7 years of struggle. I can safely say that the efforts

of this community have been successful. To all
who took part in the many protests, demos and
over-all community involvement — I would like to
thank all of you. This community has shown a lot,
not only to us but to the whole of Vancouver.
Look for posters on your bulletin boards, as we
will be celebrating this occasion, This community
has something to celebrate, and to remember those
who fell victim to this drug.
To all those who were part of this — YOU have
something to be proud of! Thanks

they figured they would bulldoze gastown.
EA Boyd

Margaret Prevost

The Attoney-General announced that rice wine
will be put into liquor stores as of December 1. He
also said that regulation of the sale of rubbing
alcohol and aftershave will be tightened up.

I want to thank everyone who was part of the
community’s efforts to deal with rice wine. This
includes Camegie, Neighbourhood Helpers
Project, the Neighbourhood Safety Office, the
gang at the Dodson hotel , DERA, the Vancouver
Police — especially Dave Dixon and Ken Frail -
the Police Board, the Mayor and City Council,
City planners and social planners, Jenny Kwan,
Libby Davies, and a whole bunch of individuals
whose names I don’t know but who helped out at
different times and who came out to confront the
people who were making their living off other
people’s problems.

I especially want to thank Grace Edge and Fred
Arrance, whose writings inspired us, and Margaret

Prevost and Tom Laviolette, whose energy and
ideas kept us going.

To everyone in the Downtown Eastside and
around the city who gave us your support, this is
your victory.

There are some groups that get a pointed no
thanks for doing a big, fat nothing about rice
wine. They include the Gastown Homeowners
Association, the Gastown Safety Society, the
Gastown Business Improvement Society, the
Gastown Merchants Association and the
Chinatown Merchants Association, all groups that
are supposedly very concemed with the quality of
life in the neighbourhood. We hope to get just as
much support from you next time, too.

Jeff Sommers

-
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For more infomation, call 689-0397 or drop by our office, Carnegle 2nd floor
Vancouver's Residential Hotel Stock, “ 0 T E l. S
1991 - 1999 '
WE KEEP LOSING THEM
8,000 .
4217 units lost in 1997
7,600 . . '
2 2H units lost in1998
5 72004
3 212 units lostin 1999
2 6,800 ; i}
E 6,463 units left
6,400
6,000 4 - HE LATEST CONVERSION
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 Victoria House (514 Homer)
Year now called The Victorian
City finally releases Colliers CCAP invites
Report on the future of San Francisco
Vancouver’s residential hotels Non-Profit Housing

Will the Mayor and Council now Developerto
enact the three year old Conversion Vancouver

and Demolition Control By-law ? see hack for details
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Well, it's out now, S0 can we get on with this. Enact the By-law !

After two years of delays and revisions the
City finally releases the famous Colliers
International report entitled: SRO
Conversion/Demolition Study for
Downtown Vancouver, 1998-2011.

The report is a market analysis of the
potential for conversion and demolition in
the residential hotel stock for the next 11
years. Its famous because so many people
have been waiting for the release of this
report. Both those for and against hotei
conversion controls have been eager for this
report to support their arguments.
However, there was one group of
folks who didn’t mind that it took
so long: City Council. For over 2
1/2 years council have used the
delay of this report as an excuse to
not make any decision on
conversion controls. Well, it’s out
now, so can we get on with this.
Make a decision.
The Numbers

The Colliers report estimates:

® By 2011 we will lose between 1,750
and 1,950 hotel units, an average of 125 to
140 units per year.

® Between 1971 and 1997 we have lost
over 6,300 hotel units.

® During the same period of time almost
4,600 non-market housing units were built.

® So we have a net loss of around 1700
units between 1971 and 1997.

What It Really Means

The City considers all of the new units as
replacement units for hotel units lost. But

the loss is even greater than this, the Colliers
report admits that “not all of these units [non-
market] are targeted at SRO occupants”
(p.17). A lot of this non-market housing have
either selection or age criteria, which pre-
clude single adults living in hotels.

It’s too bad the Colliers report didn’t include
what has happened this year,1999, and the
year before. We’ve already far exceeded the
Colliers yearly average loss of hotels by at
least 100 units each year. In 1998 we lost 271
units and 212 this year. In fact, in the past

Year 1991 92 93

Non-Market Hotel
Replacment Housing

Stock

three years we have lost over 900 units. Not
since EXPO 86 have we experienced these
kinds of losses.

The latest loss is the Victoria House (514
Homer), 40 units. It’s now called The
Victorian (see logo). CCAP recently visited
The Victorian after noticing its brochure at
Tourism Vancouver. The place has been
completely fixed up, the receptionists said
they were full and that their nightly rate
started at $59 per night. Even the West Hotel
(488 Carrall St.) has got into the action.

They’re advertising in a tour-
ism magazine 14 suites with
bathrooms that rent at $275 wk.
and they don’t rent them
monthly. So there seems to be
no limit to the number of
backpackers and budget hotels
eating up residential hotels. It
will even be more serious if
and when the convention centre
is built.

In terms of future non-market
hotel replacement housing, the
city is banking heavily on the

Number of Units

Low-Income Singles Housing

Downtown Core, 1991 - 1998

(Inciudes hoteis and singles non-market housing,
exciudes seniors and famililes housing) .

Year

Residential Hotel 7 783 7,632 7.592 74200 7.391

e

'l‘()t':ll Stock 11,272 11,220 11,537 Il,3()f£‘ 11,217 11,268 10,946 10,850 10,945

province coming through for the next ten years
with a consistent level of funding and unit
allocations. We all know what a change of
government can mean. Look what happen in
Ontario. A conversion and demolition control
by-law would provide an added safety measure
in the case of unforseen (sometimes quite
obvious) circumstances. Like the past three
years.

Although the Colliers report doesn’t come out
shouting the need for conversion and demoli-
tion controls, it certainly does demonstrate that
such a by-law would be an effective way to
manage the rate of hotel loss. And if Council
would have acted quickly, when they had the
power to act three years ago, we could of
avoided the massive losses of the past three
years. Losses that not only put the total stock of
low-income housing below what it was in
1991(see chart above), but resulted in many
hundreds of citizens faced with eviction and
potential homelessness.




1Y

@ W R
e Sl p
Te ihjo callC
L4l Bio .

it
'
Ly

RS I
A8
P,

| i3

' Ca

11 <- For v
fieigie’s Com

oy

ﬁ‘ 1 VANCOUVER
nity Al

2
%?;ﬁ;féorted‘hy i FOUNDATION
i 5. " Lt

&\%ﬁo
o

e ——




Social Housing

The following five societies have partnered with BC
Housing to each build developments for low-income
singles:

The BC Housing Building Management Foundation
(a non-profit society) is planning a 49-unit
development in Vancouver. BC Housing (the
government agency) will contribute $4.07 million
to the building that is expected to be completed in
December 2000. The City of Vancouver will buy
the land and will lease it back to the society at 75
per cent of freehold value.

The Union Gospel Housing Society is planning an
82-unit building, with commercial space on the
ground floor for its thrift store, warehousing and
sorting operation. BC Housing is contributing
about $5.69 million in financing. The city is
planning to buy the lot and lease it back to the
society at 75 per cent of freehold value. Construc-
tion should be completed by February 2001.

The Greater Vancouver Housing Corporation is
planning a 40-unit development. BC Housing is
contributing about $3.35 million in financing. The
Greater Vancouver Regional District is planning
to lease the lot to the society at 75 per cent of

- freehold value. Construction is expected to be

- completed by November 2000.

The Mennonite Central Committee British Colum-
bia Housing Society is planning a 63-unit develop-
ment. BC Housing is contributing approximately
$4.34 million in financing. The city will buy the
site and lease it back to the society at a nominal
rent. This represents city equity of about $1
million. Construction is expected to be completed
by May 2001.

The Main & Hastings Housing Society is planning a
64-unit development. The City of Vancouver will
buy the land and lease it back to the society at 75
per cent of freehold value. BC Housing is contri-
uting about $4.28 million in financing. Construct
ion is expected to be completed by Dec. 2000.

Quick Facts:
*  About 410 jobs will be created during the
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Come & experience the first
TQTALLY, AGQUSTIC

Jam & Cabaret
Nov 3 in the Theatre
Jam: 2 PM - 5:20 PM W
Cabaret: 7PM - 10:15

—_—

featuring:
no microphones

no drumkit!
no electric bass or guitar!

no loud speakers!

Just a relaxed cafe atmosphere
& GREAT MUSIC

construction of these five developments.

¢ Created in 1967, BC Housing is a provincial
agency responsible for the management, develop-
ment and/or administration of more than 37,000
social housing units across the province.

e  There are more than 75,000 social housing
units in British Columbia, providing affordable
homes for 160,000 people. BC Housing manages
8,000 units directly, while 67,000 are managed by
non-profit societies and housing co-operatives.
BC Housing has administrative responsibility for
29,000 units managed by societies and co-ops.

e Social housing provides homes for families,
persons with disabilities, seniors, women and
children leaving transition homes, people with
mental illnesses, inner-city youth and low-income
singles.

» Sixty-five per cent of BC Housing applicants
are families. Nineteen per cent are people over 55
& 14 per cent are people under 55 with disabilities.



Diabetes Support Group
Meets every Friday from

7-9PM
in 34 floor classroom 2
Everyone Welcome!
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Methadone Madness

What is pathetic is she knows she’s being
cheated, given the short end of the stick

after all it is her piss her aunt uses it

to fool the doctors with

she knows her aunt uses it to make money with
to fool the doctors with somehow

and she knows her aunt is making money

so why can’t she have a cut, all she wants is
maybe a chocolate bar or a dollar or something
her aunt has got some scheme with the doctor
- she doesn’t know all the ins and outs -

but they need her piss.. why? who cares?

least they could do is give her a buck...

she wishes everyone wasn’t on drugs allatime
a lousy buck! it’s her piss after all.

R. Loewen

Run for your life!

is a free running clinic open to anyone with a
passion for fitness regardless of age, ability or
financial situation.

The clinic will focus on how to begin running
and how to develop and maintain a personalized
fitness program.

We will meet twice a week for group runs and
information sessions. Once a week there will be a
different guest speaker from the running or fitness
community covering everything from shinsplints
to shoes. :

For more information and registration
come to Classroom 2 on the third floor
Carnegie Community Centre

Tuesday Nov. 2 6-8pm
Tuesday Nov. 9 6-8pm

LIBRARY NEWS

The Carnegie Library has recently received and
installed a new newspaper display rack for its
Chinese newspapers. The rack is located at the
north end of the Chinese collection. It was
generously paid for by the Carnegie Community
Centre Association. Many thanks to the
Association and Library Committee.

The Carnegie Library subscribes to three Chinese
daily newspapers. These are the Ming Pao, Sing
Tao and World Journal. These newspapers are
heavily used in the Library throughout the day
(10:00am till 10:00pm). Several of the previous
editions of the Chinese newspapers are kept in the
newspaper display rack. The current issues are
usually on the tables!!

Happy reading!

Andrew Martin, Librarian
Camegie Library

4



who has ears

sing ourselves

into oblivion

in blind extravagance
an extravaganza

of opulent musicality
resounding

off the falling walls
while samson

pushes pillars down
we party

praise composers
stroke violins in the buming

not forced
like prisoners in death camps
but freely

inside barbed wire

as monied elites squeeze in
and humanitarians walk away
smiling with paychecks in
hotrods to suburban pools

we fall

and drag our bodies
to nights of opera
inside the morgue

of our neighbourhood

sparrow

October 4th, 1999
To Whom It May Concemn:

My son, aged 15 years, went to The Devil’s Den
a tattoo parlour at 157 West Hastings Street, and
received a tattoo despite the fact that this estab-
lishment has a sign clearly posted that one must
be 18 years or in the company of a parent or
guardian.

Immediately upon my son’s return home, 1
contacted the Vancouver Police who told me there
were no laws goveming tattoo parlours. They
referred me to the licensing department at City
Hall. After having spoken to them this moming as
well as the Vancouver Health Department, 1 am
left with the uncomfortable knowledge that there
is nothing that can be done.

I was told by these institutions that the age of
consent is 14 years. Therefore there is no recourse
for myself, as his parent. A

It is my hope that this will alert parents to the
fact that the proprietors of such establishments are
not to be held accountable.

The person who permanently marked my son, as
well as the proprietor of the shop, should be held
responsible and possibly face charges of child
abuse. If f were to wound or brand my child,
would I not be up on charges?

I am tired of reading articles/letters to the editor

where the public constantly asks the question:
“Where was the parent?”” What kind of society
passes a law which allows the age of consent to be
lowered to 14? This consent covers incidents of
sexual intercourse which we as parents know, all
too well, can lead to unwanted pregnancies.
Children of my son’s age cannot legally buy
cigarettes; enter a bar; buy alcohol or a lotto
ticket; vote; marry without consent; etc., but they
can choose to have someone permanently mark
their body. Does this make sense? I don’t think so.

What does it mean when a parent has no re-
course? Does this mean my child will feel that it’s
okay to drink alcohol; use drugs; commit crimes;
have unprotected sex; etc.

My main goal is to educate those parents who
are unaware of the age of consent and to stir up
public opinion and action. This is another fine
example of a parent having no rights, yet at the
same time made to bear the cross of responsibility
laid on them by the general public.

Gail D. Whitter

Copies: The Province (605-2720); The Sun (605-
2323); The NOW (464-4977); The TnCity News
(944-0703); BCTC (421-9466); VTV (609-5894)



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
EASTSIDE ~ NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. every day

YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3 Routes
ACTIVITIES City - 5:45 p.m. - 11:45 p.m.
SOCIETY Overnight - 12:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

1999 DONATIONS Libby D.-$90
Sam R.-$20 Nancy W.-$20 Agnes -$6
Margaret D.-§25 Shyamala G.-$25
Jenny K.-$18 Joy T.-$25 Eve E.-$20
Rick Y.-$25 Jennifer M.-$20 Val A.$50
Thomas B.-$41 Harold D.-$20 Pam-$30
Rolf A.-$45 Bruce J.-$18 Susan S.-$7
Kettle -$18 Sonya S.-$60 Beth L.-$25
Nancy H.-$18 BCTF-$10 Yukiko-$10
DEYAS-$200 PRIDE-$50 Wm. B.-$18
Heather S.-$35 BCCW-$20 Bill G.-$180
Wisconsin Historical Society -$20
Ray-Cam -$70 Van MPA -$75 Buss -$5
Brenda P.-$10 Wes K.-$50 Leah S.-$20
Anonymous -$124 Claudette B.-$20

Downtown Eastside - 6:30 p.m. 1:30 a.m.

THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION

Adticles tepresent the views of contibutors
and not of the Association,

Submission Deadline
for next issue

Thursday, November 11"
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Doubting Doubt

When I was young My knowledge became encompassing

It was all
I sought to know

Gnosis
The more I leamed
The less I believed

. No basis for faith

Portrail

The City of Vancouver
Millennium Project
The City of Vancouver
V2K and You Millennlum Project

The millennium is upon us and, to commemorate
this once in a life time event, the City has a
project that needs your input to be a success. This
project is in partnership with the Vancouver
Library Board, Park board, School Board and the
Vancouver Museum. The V2K Project wants your
stories and photos that show the past, present and
even what you think the future of our community
will be. The Camegie Leamning Centre is one
gathering point for submissions from the Down-
town Eastside community. Come up anytime the
centre is open and share with us your recollections
and visions of our city and community. A volunt-
eer will be happy to help you get your submission
in to the V2K Project.. Submissions can also be
made through the internet to the websight at
“www.portrait2k.com”.

We will have a special day on Nov 4th from 1-4

Part of Me and Me Part of all
I wanted to expand my faith

I sought to base my faith
On Knowledge, Knowing

Until I knew there was no god

I believed The main fact that it surrounded
Oh, I bglieve Was there was no place
My belief was encompassing for Belief

Then I was alone

But now I don't feel alone

As a paranoid feels his companion
About the fringes of consciousness
Out of the comer of my mind's eye
Something sidles

Laughing at my doubts

Snickering at my certainties
Cocking a brow

Sneering in doubt

At the improbability of me

Thc oddness of myself

Richard Lorenzen

pm in the Learning Centre for people to come
up and hear more about the project and to pass on
their contributions. Come one! Come all!!

- we do need what you have to offer!!!

What happens to these submissions? The
Vaicouver Museum will mount a major, year long
exhibition, featuring a wide selection of the
collected stories and photographs, opening mid
June 2000. A soft covered book will be published
and a time capsule will be prepared which will
highlight both the stories and photos. Selected
stories about neighbourhood events and places
will be commemorated on permanent, artist-
designed plaques located throughout the city.

We all have our favourite stories about our
city and our own community. This is the chance to
share them with others today and to pass them on
to the people who will follow tomorrow. Hope to
hear from you soon. Thank you.

Richard Lorensen



Hey Rudy;

When we had the interview I didn’t say as much
about the drug situation as I would like to. When I
was still under the delusion that I was going to be
able to make videos I was given a contract by an
organization. I was to interview people involved
in high risk life styles and people dealing with
severe results of those life styles. I haven’ t made
the video yet and don’t have a deadline but it’s
important that the object of the project is fulfilled
..the sooner the better.

I’ve interviewed a number of people and think I
can outline the messages that were/should be
conveyed

1.Go get a blood test Today!
2. A You are clean. Study the literature and stay
clean.

B. You have some reason to seek a doctor’s
care. If some one will go with you, they must be a
friend. My advice:

Don't rely on the doctor to do all the work. If
you are addicted to a substance/drug you can
overcome that addiction. I believe that it is
important to eliminate not only the substance/drug
but also to eliminate other substances that may be
helping to sustain the addiction. Biochemists have
discerned that the following is possible:

You are exposed to or consume a substance that
your body is not used to and has no method of
dealing with. Either by fate or by choice you rem-
ain exposed to or continue to consume the subst-
ance. The body has no information on what to do
with the substance so it does something more or
less randomly, often disrupting normal operations
in the process.More often than not the person does
not relate the abnormal reaction to the substance
and will, one way or another, become exposed to
or consume another substance. It is possible that
the second substance would be handled by the
body in a non-disruptive way but, since there is
already a disruption, it is compounded. In a phys-
ical addiction the body sets up a way to process
the substance so that when the substance is

1 USED To BE AL \WPORTANT NWELWST BUT
THEN 1 GHVE UP NOOWOL, CAGRRETTES BND
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withdrawn there is a dlsruptlon and it takes the
body a while to go back to the old program. If
there is exposure to or consumption of another
substance that was part of the process set up
during the addiction it is possible that it will be
more difficult for the body to arrange its functions
more perfectly The trick is to discover what
substances are involved and try to eliminate them.
Look at it this way:

If a juggler has been practicing juggling two
lemons and an orange and you walk up and toss
him a cucumber, it’s going to disrupt his act.
Assuming that he manages to keep on juggling
without dropping everything (maybe the act is
disrupted noticeably for a time) he incorporates
the cucumber into the act. Then you toss in a few
carrots and a pumpkin. O K. - this guy is good.
Then you take away the pumpkin. It would take a
really good juggler to keep on juggling through all
this.

I suggest making a list of as many substances as
you can think of that you are exposed to or are
consuming that could be hindering your recovery
from a disease or your escape from an addiction
Then just look at the list and think about which of
those substances might be involved and if it would
be possible to eliminate them.

But I would like to repeat the advice:
GET A BLOOD TEST TODAY!!!

your friend, Cole
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STOP THE W.T.O.!

“We are no longer writing the rules of interaction among separate national economies.
We are writing the constitution of a single global economy.”
.Renato Ruggiero, Director-General of the World Trade Qrganization in 1995

Most governments of the industrialized nation-states have created a new world court, but it is a sham. It
is really designed to facilitate the individual gains of the most rich and powerful through their corpora-
tions. It is not based on concems for social justice, fair trade, fair treatment for the most vulnerable nor
the protection of people and this planet to ensure their survival.

Instead, the WTO bases its rulings exclusively on what conditions most effectively promote corporate
profit. From its headquarters in Geneva, it is supposed to rule over trade disputes. It targets so-called non-
trade barriers, any government law, regulation, guideline or norm that may restrict the exponential growth
of profits. In this way, the WTO seeks to render illegal human rights legislation, environmental standards,
social programs and anti-poverty measures, national sovereignty assertions, minimum wage laws,
preferences for domestic business, health and safety laws, and consumer legislation.

To each challenge to environmental or health and safety laws submitted since its establishment in 1995,
the WTO has declared that protective legislation illegal. Corporate sovereignty is thus replacing national
sovereignty. Big private corporations, owned by a small elite group of families, are overtaking govern-
ment in the rule of the planet. Such international bodies and agreements are eroding human and civil
rights won through centuries of struggle. Government decisions are becoming more and more meaning
less this way. Advances in social development and democracy are thus being renounced and trampled.

Seattie Summit - November 1999
From November 29 to December 3, 1999, the WTO will meet in Seattle, Washington. There govemments
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The parking meter syndrome to our down-at-the-heel brothers and sisters
is a sleazy, insensitive affront to human dignity... a callous slap, a betrayal
and double-cross to the inalienable rights and 1dent1ty of our fellows.

Sam Roddan



of the industrialized countries will try to extend those corporate rights even further. The European Union,
the USA and Canada are asking for a future round to introduce even greater restrictions on personal and
collective freedoms and benefits, in favour of yet greater corporate power. At Seattle, they aim to, among

other things:

re-introduce the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (=a corporate Bill of Rights);

prevent the labeling of organic food or “genetically modified” food,

promote a “free logging” agreement (making illegal any restrictions on clear-cutting or banning

the export of raw logs);

privatize education and health services;

limit government procurement (by abolishing the right of governments to favour ethical, local or

national businesses);

o enshrine “rights” for genetic engineering of life forms, including patenting and ownership of

different forms of planet and animal life, including human genes.
How has this come about? Those in power would have us believe that there is no alternative to the regime
they are imposing on us. But nothing is further from the truth. This is the model of political and economic
restructuring which suits the interests of international capital. But it suits only their interests. These
corporate “rights” come at the expense of the rights of the rest of us. Of course, the rest is neither
consulted nor even informed of these changes.

Furthermore, the restructuring or globalization rhetoric serves as a pretext for denying the people public
resources and the material benefits of economic activity. It is clear the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade, the International Monetary Fund, the North American Agreement on Free Trade, the World Trade
Organization and the like are not bringing prosperity to the majority of the peoples of the world. Rather,
they are creating poverty.

When confronted, the Canadian federal government acts surprised at the outcomes of the WTO, as if it
was not aware. But the Canadian government has been one of the most active proponents for these
massive structural changes. It was the Canadian government who requested the formation of NAFTA. i
was Canada who formally requested the creation of the WTO, just as it was Canada who introduced and

‘shepherded the MAI through its secret meetings in Paris as of 1995. In doing such, the Canadian
government representatives betray their constituents.

The WTO has emerged as the principal mechanism for the enforcement of imperialist globalization.
Mainstream politicians are handing over the decision-making directly to global corporate interests and
completely abandoning their social responsibilities.

Stop the WTO!

Learn more. Voice your opinions. Oppose the entrenchment of corporate rule. Discuss altematives to this
regime and reassert the need for democratic practice and governance. It is time to increase the demands
- for social equality and livelihoods for the people.
Join the mobilization against the WTO. Go to the mass rally in Seattle on November 30. Participate in
local activities. Protest the gutting of the most basic democratic provisions of civil order and fight for
social progress and the well-being of all.

Contact the Vancouver Grassroots Alliance
Telephone: Lew at 708-0577 or Email: vga@tao.ca
or Write: 207 West Hastings St., Dominion Tower Suite 1409, Vancouver BC V6B 1H7



on the bus.

On the bus, reading a book called Killing Hope —
The story of CIA involvement in affairs since
the Second World War. False and misleading are
the nice things to say if all you do is scratch the
surface. “It’s like they have this hammer and
everything is a nail.”

Sitting next to me was this older man, who said
“the cover reads like Ontario right now.” he went
on to say how things had changed for the worse
since Harris and big business got together and
engineered the defeat of the NDP there. I talked
about the obligatory anti-NDP stories in the
papers here and especially on the TV news every
day and he said it was done every which way in
Ontario. The smallest things were blown all out of
proportion, there was constant misinformation and
outright lying, reporters quoted each other as
‘informed sources’ and anything to do with
money was like vaudeville — prat falls and
slapstick routines to give whatever script being
done as much credibility as a guilible audience
would give back. Then Harris got in and went to
work with a vengeance. Poor people have been
made the scapegoats for any and all ills. Workfare
is the norm, with people having to do jobs that
used to pay at least minimum wage just to keep
getting a welfare check. It’s one step above slave
labour. Homelessness is a national disaster, but it
is certainly thriving in Toronto, with an estimated
30,000 people without basic shelter. Doctors are
now limited to a set number of patients, and can
only take new patients if one of their registered

patients dies or moves away. About 10% of the
population is without medical assistance except in
emergency rooms. There are no bus passes for the
elderly or disabled citizens, and eligibility require-
ments for social assistance are so restrictive that
people just give up.

Sounds like a Third World country, except the
man went on to say he’d come to BC and sees
exactly the same things happening here. The NDP
here have done very poorly in dealing with pover-
ty, but have made gains in housing and many
other areas. The mainstream media, however, has
strict orders on saying anything positive about the
current government.

It was my stop and time to get off. I gave the guy
a Newsletter and asked him to write a story about
Ontario. The spectre of Gordon Campbell and the
Liberals is enough to make even Harris in Ontario
look like a choirboy. Most of the Downtown
Eastside would become a war zone, but people
here would be dispersed to somewhere, anywhere.

It’s one thing to explain how things happened,
what individuals and forces were at play, but
that’s too much like chronicling events. The trick
is to influence current events in such a positive
and dynamic way that the elite’s agenda is broken
and a more enlightened approach wins the day.

I got off the bus. No, what you just read didn’t
grace the ears of all the other passengers, but the
exchange between this man and myself seemed to
speak the same language here as thousands have
voiced it in Ontario. We’re next unless....

By PAULR TAYLOR

- Breaking the Silence Against Violence Against Women

Join us on November 4 to plan for the December 6
‘L march remembering the Montreal Massacre.

3:00 - 5:00 PM
at 509 E. Hastings
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A Come&y by Native-Canadian Playwright
uwl/ Drew Hayden Taylor

Directed by Donna Spencer
' FEATURING
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Disability Issues in D.E.S.
Culture and Recreation in Action

Programs of a cultural and recreational nature
are not only healthy alternatives to the negative
influences of the street -drugs, violence and crime
- they are also an appropriate and effective means
of physical and spiritual healing for Aboriginal
people with disabilities, and for those Aboriginal
people who are at risk of becoming disabled.

The W.A N.D. Cultural Development Society
organized a cultural awareness trip to Lillooet
recently. Many thanks to Jenny Kwan and her
staff for making this trip possible. Five Native
Elders were a part of the trip. The elders included
Oliver Munro, Norman Mark, Les Nelson, and
Charlie Shiel. It was fortunate that all were able to
leave the city for a whole week. We camped on
the mountain in search of deer for food. We were
able to use the deer hide for a drum.

Our first day we stayed in camp organizing things
and getting acquainted. The next moming, Wally,

Tuesday (2 for 1) 8pm
o we Ba'ttle Wednesday-Saturday 8pm
of MOOSQ Roa,sl(,Matmees Saturday 2pm, Sunday 4pm

Torbes Angus, Diane Brown, Darrell Dennis, Jennifer Fahrai,
Wayne Lavallee, Cheri Maracle

November

Firehall Arts Centre 250 East Cordova

4-21

TICKETS
689-092¢

our host in Lillooet territory, let those who did not
hunt use the truck to check out lakes for rainbow
trout. The hunters of the group: Charlie, Les, and
Wally, walked the mountains; Charlie and Les
going one way, and Wally the other. Norman and
myself would later pick them up miles frSm where
we had dropped them off.

The weather was cold for this time of year and it
snowed. The trip was worthwhile though because
the boys got two deer. The Elders then did a
workshop on how to remove the hide without
puncturing it so that later it can be used for a
drum, a jacket or for moccasins. That day we
feasted on deer tenderloin and grouse stew.

Many thanks to Charlie Shiel for taking us to his
territory, and to Wally and Audrey for having us
in their home. Also thanks to the Ministry of
Health. You made some elders happy.

All my relations,
Fred Arrance

GROUP TICKETS: 709-412;





