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Anger and pride are enemies of the mind ... 
Networking and making connections make friends. 



Open Letter to Gordon Campbell without the complimentary services of legal aid. 
We do not have a lawyer on staff, or the resources 

legal aid has to offer (broad expertise, hnding for 
medical legal letters required to facilitate benefits, 
etc.). Now I hear that Human Rights coverage 
through legal aid has been terminated. 
It appears to many many people that the government 
has very cleverly and systematically withdrawn the 
various "tiers" ofthe social safety net for those who 
are in poverty, disabled, in crisis and in need of legal 
assistance and representation. The removal of human 
rights representation clearly supports this. 
These people in need will no longer be the tradition- 

al "lifers" on the system, or the down-and-outs who 
- '1 "look" like they are poor. The fice of poverty is 

- ( - 1  r r r j ) / n , / -  I , { :  / l r , /  about to change. People are about to lose their jobs, 

I contacted our local MLA a while ago regarding a many are single income earners, women supporting 
displaced or injured workershusbands, men strugg- client who needed dental work approved urgently (in 

October). He did not assist. We're still in the appeal ling to pay child support to single mothers, women 

process, and the client has lost 27 pounds (confirmed fleeing abusive relationships and trying to get re-es- 

in writing by his doctor) on an already underweight tablished, youth - alone and without family support, 

frame, and has had his psychiatric issues triggered and elderly people who were barely surviving on 

by the delays (and unresolved pain/malnutrition) I their one meal a day through Meals on Wheels. 
These people exist in this community, and cannot, am guardedly optimistic that we will be successfid at 
and should not, be ignored. They have been ignored. appeal, but this could easily take another 4 -6 weeks, 

and if we are not, I will personally pay the $550.00 I am also disappointed and perplexed that the gov- 

to get the work done. It is that important. ernment, and our MLA, didn't consult with the front 

Having said this, I'm wondering what our MLA's line workers in this community about consequences 

comments or justifications are regarding the abolish- of these changes, and can only assume that our MLA 

ment of legal aid services in our communities, as I was kept in the dark about these changes until they 

worry about clients like Mike who will not have occurred or were a "done deal". This is a very fright- 

I 
j 

access to advocacy services through legal aid, and ening consideration. 

who have far more serious and long term issues that Now me and my staff of two are going to be left to 
clean up the mess left by the closure of legal aid. We they themselves cannot deal with. 

Mike, like many others, have mental and physical are right down the hall, and across from the mental 
health office, We're a block away from the Women's 

1 
disabilities that occupy most oftheir inner resources 
in terms of getting through the day and their poverty Centre, one of our major referring agencies. When 

exacerbates this. I don't really think people can filly these people come to locked doors and vacant offic- 

understand what it is like to live on welfare rates es, they will come here, and we will not have the 

unless you have actually done it, or worked with resources to help all of them. 

people day in and day out who live like that. * At the same time the welfare legislation is drastic- 

Currently, Mike is staying alive on Boost, paid for ally changed to implement cuts and reduce rights. 

initially by me, until I managed to get a crisis grant * At the same time tenancy legislation has shifted 
the pendulum towards landlords' rights. 

I 
(soon to be no longer available through welfare) * At the same time sudden and unexpected job 

f. 
We, at North Island Advocacy, are now going to be 

C 

t 
losses in the middle class are occurring. the only place for people to access legallpoverty law 

rights (and obligations) north of at least Nanaimo, * At the same time all forms of debtor's assistance I 
have been removed. , ( 1 and we were never set up to work in the community i 



* At the same time fees for medications and treat- 
ments have increased to the point where people have 
to choose between eating or getting medical help or 
filling a prescription. 
* At the same time daycare subsidies will be reduced 
and parents won't know where to send their kids as 
they are mandated into the workforce. Many of these 
people are the "hidden unemployable", adults with 
undiagnosed mental illness, head injuries, intellectu- 
al impairment, fetal alcohol syndrome and learning 
disabilities. 
* At the same time minimum wage has been reduced 
for many workers, translating to under a thousand 
dollars a month for full time work, before expenses, 
including child care, leaving people with little more 
than rent money. 
Concurrently, the government has removed their 

access to poverty law (issues of welfare, tenancy, 
disability rights, human rights, employment, elder 
abuse) and most family law services. Can you e x p  
lain this any other way than how it looks? The sys- 
tem has always had inadequacies, but there was 
always access to justice. 
In the 12 years I have been doing this specific work, 

I can assure you that most of the clients who have 

accessed us have legitimately needed our assistance 3 
at some level or another. We don't make the govern- 
ment give them a benefit, we don't manipulate the 

El- 

_ 
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system, we ensure they receive the benefit they have 
been entitled to all along. We are not a hand-holding 
service, we don't facilitate people's poverty or enc- 
ourage them to become dependant on the system. 
We only take on cases with merit, and we are the 
last place many people have to turn before it is 
homelessness, abject poverty, degradation, criminal 
activity, death, suicide or giving upllosing their 
children. 

I am very serious about this. How is my office 

Dear Premier Campbell, Liberal MLAs and 
Creditors: 

Please accept this letter as official notification that, 
effective immediately, I will no longer be paying 
any taxes to the province of B.C., nor will I be pay- 
ing any of my bills. After conducting a 'core 
review" of my financial situation, I have had to 
make some difficult choices. 

Today I have introduced a new bill, Bill 29(f), "The 
Personal Flexibility, Choice and Improvement Act". 
Under this bill, I'm no longer responsible for paying 
anv monies owed to the BC Government or any oth- 
er creditors. I choose to serve my needs over rigid . 

government contracts. I realize that this represents a 
break from my commitment to honour agreements 1 
signed with government and creditors, but I had to 
I give myself some flexibility so that I could continue 
; to balance my budget. While the steps I am taking 
- through this legislation may not be consistent with 
I 
I my stated intent to respect all of our agreements, I 
i choose to restore personal choice, flexibility and 
i 

cost-effective accountability to myself. This is the 
only way I can do that. 

Oh, by the way, I anticipated that some of you 
might be upset with my actions, causing you to 
initiate legal proceedings. Think again. I include an 
article in the Bill that prevents you fiom seeking any 
damages or compensation from me. 

If any of my nifty moves anger you I would just like 
to remind you that I am not to blame for my actions. 
I am only acting as a result of the colossal mess I've 
acquired though no fault of my own. I have learned 
fiom the stellar example provided by your leadership 
Here is what I have learned from you: be arrogant 
and bold, ignore the concerns of others, say one 
thing and do the opposite, blame others for your 

I 
choices and actions, don't honour commitments and 
contracts and, perhaps most importantly, when you 
don't like something, legislate it away (be sure to\ 
create protection from legal action). 

Sincerely, 

I 
I 
I 

Joe Taxpayer 



supposed to manage in the wake of these cuts. I 
worry for our morale, our safety and security from 
desperate people, and most importantly, for the lives 
of the people in our community. 

THE LIVES. 

Not the reduction in disposable income, not their 
career paths, not their access to education, not their 
abusive work environment, not their need for home 
support or physiotherapy, not their need for work 
boots or bandages or a winter coat.These are worries 
of the past. I'm worried for their shelter, their ability 
to feed themselves and their children, and what they 
are going to resort to in order to make it through the 
day. 

Mike, my client, compared what is happening to 
feeling like a caged animal with the government 
poking sticks in between the bars. How am I supp- 
osed to respond to that? 

It appears that the government is going to stay the 
course, and I can only assume they do not care or are 

decision that needs to be revisited. Your government 
is scaring many, many people, and I would suggest 
that those who currently support you are either corr- 
upt, don't care or are biased about certain segments 
of society, are not educated in what these cuts will 
mean, and haven't realized yet that they will be 
affected, one way or another, in a negative way. Our 
politicians and their families are not immune from 
the aftershocks of what you are doing. Have you 
considered this? 

How many backs do you intend to balance the 
budget on? How many people will die in the 
interim? Is this collateral damage you can live with 
as a fellow human being? 

I suspect that my rhetoric will be taken as just that, 
and you have received many letters and calls saying 
the same thing and expressing similar concerns. 
How many does it take to make a difference? 

Sian Thomson 
North Island Advocacy Coalition 

not truly educated as to what these actions really 
mean in the day to day existence of the elderly, 
disabled, poverty stricken and the children in this 
Province. 
As a devoted advocate who built this society years 

ago, and as a mother of seven children, four of 
whom I adopted and have physical and mental 
handicaps, and as someone who actually voted Lib- 
eral in the last election, I want to hear exactly how 
you can justifj, doing what you are doing, without 
the rhetoric and party line quotations. 
It's clearly not the right thing to do and it's a tough 

Moe Lyons 
Kootenay Cuts 

Don't mourn, organize!" 
"When the people lead, the leaders will follow." 
Or as Bob D-vlan said, "Don't follow leaders. ... " 
Are you feeling depressed and hopeless - that 

nothing we can do is going to matter anyway? In BC 
today we have good reasons to feel that way - and 
even better reasons not to. We will win, if we stay 
the course - and love one another. 

Benjamin Disraeli once said, "There are three kinds 
of lies: Lies, damned lies, and statistics." Everyone 
quotes a barrage of facts to support their positions. 1 
am not arguing against information - 1 love informa- 
tion - but we need to go beyond facts, beyond 
statistics, to nitty-gritty reality. 
Don't let anyone tell you that mass action is ineffec- 

tive or a bad idea. For one thing, it builds energy, we 
get to see one another and know we are not alone, 
that lots and lots of other people feel as we do. It 
affects everyone's perceptions: the politicians, the 
media, our friends and our opponents. And you 
know what? A good demonstration is interesting and I 



lots of FUN! And we need fun. But more than that, 
we have seen this kind of thing effect real social 
change elsewhere. It just needs to be not ALL that 
we are doing. 

Leaping up and down, singing songs, waving plac- 
ards and shouting slogans: these all make our feel- 
ings and our numbers evident to one another, and 
that is very very important. Right now, however, 
these actions are not going to affect those govern- 
ment leaders who are locked into right-wing ideol- 
ogy. The rest of those poor schmucks in the legisla- 
ture haven't been talking to or listening to anybody 
but each other and their right-wing mentors, like the 
Fraser Institute and their ilk. Our MLAs seem to 
have lost the concept of representing the people to 
such an extent that they actually believe resisting 
public opinion shows how principled they are. The 
situation bears a most alarming resemblance to what 
we have learned about cults over the years. Except 
usually cults can't affect too many more people than 
their immediate membership. 
Placing all our hopes on a general strike is going for 

the fantasy of a quick fix, unless it can be so general 
and long-term it is currently inconceivable. We are 
not ready yet. And maybe a total general strike isn't 
even the answer. Maybe we need to resist the purist 
hard line, to be so clear we agree to designate some 
services truly essential services, so we don't hurt one 
another while attacking our oppressors. This kind of 
clarity and solidarity requires a phenomenal amount 
of work and love and communication and listening 
and talking and writing and singing and courage and 
tolerance and teaching and learning and growing, 
growing, growing. 

We need to build a broad, broad, BROAD base of 
action, and to get far beyond reaction. We need to 
decide what we are doing. We need to sit down, 
talk to one another, and figure out WHAT WE 
WANT, which's so much bigger and more important 
than the reductionist vision of what we don't want. 
We need to form a coalition so inclusive that we 
currently have only a glimmer of a hope of under- 
standing it. We need to extend our caring beyond 
what each one of us currently perceives as the 
furthest extent of our tolerance. 
Together, we need to build what we want to put in 
place of what we don't want. 
One of the ways to do that is to put a human face on 

I LIVE HERE TOO 
Often tourists to downtown eastside are quick with 
snap judgments ... ever ready to pigeon hole .... see 
only the casualties ... wear blinkers to the everyday 
pride of the young student who calls this place head- 
quarters and home. 

Sam Roddan 
- -- - . - . .- - ,.,.-. " % , -  

this current situation, to listen to each other's stories 
about how these things are affecting us and those we 
know and love, to get the stories out there and to get 
them heard. 

With a little luck and a lot of persistence, we can 
shame at least some ofthe people in power into be- 
having as caring human beings. Every one of those 
(so-called) Liberal MLAs is experiencing trouble in 
their souls right now. They are squashing down gro- 
wing seedlings of doubt just as hard as they can. 
They know they don't know what they are doing: I'll 
bet most of them have serious doubts about the wis- 
dom of Gordon Campbell, and I would be astonished 



ifany ofthem liked him very much. We need to 
water their seedlings of doubt and disillusion until 
they burst right out into the sun. Fax 250-387-1 187 

This will not be achieved by conhontation, but by 
persuasion. I'll bet every single one of these people 
has fiiends who disagree with what they're doing. 
And they are affected by their friends' opinions. We 
need to get to their friends, and encourage those 
fiiends to bend the ears of these poor, misguided 
souls. They are just people like you and me, and 
their ideas are not set in stone. They can change their 
minds, and ifthey do, they, and we, can change the 
course of history. 
The tide has to turn somewhere, why not here? 
We need to move the human beings working in the 

various media, so they will absolutely refuse to pro- 
mote the interests of a few wealthy men over the 
rest of humanity. If we can do so, more and more of 
them will take up the work they believed in when 
they started out with stars in their eyes to be journal- 
ists. They have a profound effect on what is happen- 
ing. We have to believe these talented and creative 
people would rather hear and tell the stories of real 
people than waste the one life they have, protecting 
their jobs by pushing a mean company (bottom) line. 

We need to call on the love in every human heart. 
Because what else is this movement all about? It is 

about social justice, and social justice is about 
caring. It is about love. 

"The true revolutionary is motivated by feelings of 
great love."** That will be what will win in the end. 
If we aren't big enough in our hearts to make this 
change happen, it won't happen. 

Klein was re-elected. Harris was re-elected. And 
the last time this kind of ferment occurred in BC, the 
leadership of the labour movement, which had the 
power to make or break the resistance, capitulated 
without consulting with the other parts of the move- 
ment. Jack Munro agreed to be the scapegoat, and 
we all lost. 

What can we learn horn what has happened before, 
how can we do it better? How can we build a grass- 
roots movement with enough momentum that we 
cannot be stopped, that change becomes inevitable? 
Where will we get the support and strength we need 
to stand up to the threats we will receive? How can 
each one of us be just the beginning of a true revolu- 
tionary experience, & change how the world works? 

Nothing less will do, you know. We can't stop here, 
we need to build a truly humane world. We are only 
starting here. We need to learn how to take care of 
ourselves: the universe, the entire planet, the whole 
human race, everything. The truth is, taking care of 
ourselves in the best way possible means taking care 
of it all. We are inextricably linked to everything. 

It comes down to one of the catch phrases of our 
time: Think globally, act locally. We are all one. 
Without that basic understanding, ultimately we 
will not survive. 

* Mother Jones 
** Che Guevara 

********* 
Just as a start to this, here are some addresses of 
persons in the media who need to hear your stories. 
Remember, yes, we are angry: we are firious! 
- because we care, and our rage is based on love. We 
need truth, not rhetoric, we are talking as one caring 
human being to another, giving them the information 
they need to do the job that, in their hearts, they 
want to do - that many of them are already doing. 
Also, sending very personal stories to your MLAs is 
probably not a bad idea, either, although they likely 
are too overwhelmed to read them right now, and 
they are undoubtedly resisting input from people like 
you and me. 
Maybe we could get all the administrative assistants 
to quit, though. 

A few key people: 
Craig McInnes -- Vancouver Sun 
cminnes@direct.ca 
Vaughn Palmer -- Vancouver Sun 
vpalmer@direct.ca 
Michael Smyth --Vancouver Province 
msmyth@direct.ca 
Judy Lavoie - Victoria Times-Colonist 
jlavoie@times-colonist.com 
Les Leyne -- Victoria Times-Colonist 
Ileynes@times-colonist.com 
Don Cayo -- Editorial Writer, Vancouver Sun 
dcayo@pacpress.southam.ca 



Joe Easingwood -- CFAX Talk show host, Victorla 
jeonline@cfaxI 070.com 
Press Gallery -- Main Line -- 250-287- 159 1 
Rafe Mair Show - rmair@cknw.com 
Keith Raldrey -- BCTV Victoria -- 250 387-1572 
fax 385-3732 
Susan Danard CKVU 250-36 1-7994 
Ed Watson Victoria Bureau BC CTV Vancouver 
ewatson@ctv.ca 
(604) 608-2868 (604) 608-2698 (250) 383-2480 

Jill St. Louis Vancouver Bureau Chief Canadian 
Press Ottawa jstlouis@cp.ca 
(604) 687-5040 (604) 687- 1662 
Bob Keating Kootenay Reporter CBC Radio 
Kelowna/Nelson 
cbcnews@netidea.com 
250-861 -3781 250-86 1 -6644 250-352- 1642 
Moira McLean News Director CFAX Radio Victoria 
moiram@cfax 1 070.com 
(250) 38 1-6397 
Derek Hinchliffe News Director CHBC Television 
comments@chbc.com 
(250) 762-4535 (250) 868-0662 (250) 86 1-8233 
Ian Hayson News Director CHEK TV Victoria 
newstips@Chek.wic.ca 
(250) 383-2435 (250) 389-1226 (250) 389-6400 

Jim Harrison News Director CHNL Radio Kamloops 
nlnews@radiol .com 
(250) 372-2292 (250) 374-6397 
Pete Mclntyre News Director CJlB AM 940 Vernon 
pmcintyre@cjib.net 
(250) 545-2 14 1 (250) 545-9008 
Ra fe Mair Program Host CKN W AM980 Vancouver 
mair@cknw.com 
(604) 33 1-27 1 1 
Mike Clarke CKNW AM 980 Vancouver 
mclarke@cknw.com 
(604) 33 1-27 1 1 (604) 33 1-2787 (604) 33 1-2766 

Tom Mark News Director CKWX News 1 130 Van. 
News1 130@rci.rogers.com 
(604) 873-2599 (604) 875-6054 
Mark Schneider Vancouver News Bureau Chief 
CTV News Vancouver 
mschneider@ctv.ca 
(604) 609-4902 (604) 609-490 1 (604) 609-4902 

Clem Chapple Reporter Global TV Burnaby 
clem.chapple@globaltv.ca 
(604) 420-2288 (604) 42 1-9427 

Harvey Oberfeld Senior Reporter GlobalTV Burnaby 
harvey.oberfeld@globaltv.ca 
(604) 420-2288 (604) 42 1-9427 7 

Jas Johal Reporter Global TV Burnaby 
jas.johal@globaltv.ca 
(604) 420-2288 (604) 421 -9427 
Steve Wyatt News Director Global TV Burnaby 
steve.wyatt@globaltv.ca 
(604) 420-2288 (604) 42 1-9427 
Cori Howard Vancouver Bureau National Post 
choward@van.nationalpost.com 
(4 1 6) 383-2300 
Drew Hasselback Vancouver Bureau National Post 
dhassel back@van.nationalpost.com 
(604) 89 1-5608 (604) 683-4335 
Mark Hume Bureau Chief National Post Vancouver 
mhume@van.nationalpost.com 
(604) 891 -5608 (604) 683-4335 
David Marsden ExecEd The Daily Courier Kelowna 
david.marsden@ok. bc.ca 
(250) 762-4445 (250) 762-3866 
Charlie Smith The Georgia Straight Vancouver 
editor@straight.com 
(604) 730-7000 (604) 730-70 10 

Caroline Alphonso Vancouver Bureau (Politics) 
The Globe and Mail Vancouver 
calphonso@globeandmaiI.ca 
(604) 685-0308 (604) 684-7956 

Robert Matas The Globe and Mail Vancouver 
rmatas@globeandmaiI.ca 
(604) 685-0308 (604) 684-7956 

Wendy Stueck The Globe and Mail Vancouver 
wstueckglobeandmail .ca 
(604) 685-0308 (604) 684-7956 
Dave Paulson City Editor Prince George Citizen 
dpaulson@prg.southam.ca 
(250) 562-2441 (250) 562-7453 
Alan Ferguson News Editor The Province Van 
aferguson@pacpress.southam.ca 
(604) 605-2000 (604) 605-2308 
Barbara McLintock Victoria Bureau The Province 
bmclinto@shaw.ca 
Ian Austin Staff Reporter The Province Vancouver 
iaustin@pacpress.sdutham.ca 
Dan Girard BC Bureau The Toronto Star Toronto 
dgirard@thestar.ca 
(604) 734-9 1 69 (604) 734-9 1 49 



Pat Coppard Assistant Editor Vancouver Courier 
pcoppard@vancourier.com 

(604) 738-141 1 (604) 738-2154 
Jim Beatty Victoria Bureau The Vancouver Sun 

j beatty@direct.ca 
(250) 953-5932 
Trevor Lautens Columnist The Vancouver Sun 
lautens@axionet.com 
Paul Willcocks Columnist The Vancouver Sun 
willcocks@ultranet.ca 
Jim Gibson Columnist Victoria Times Colonist 
jgibson@times-colonist.com 
(250) 380-521 1 (250) 380-5353 (250) 380-5357 

Jack Knox Columnist Victoria Times Colonist 
jknox@times-colonist.com 
(250) 380-521 1 (250) 380-5353 (250) 380-5206 

Jody Paterson Columnist Victoria Times Colonist 
jpaterson@times-colonist.com 
(250) 380-521 1 (250) 380-5353 (250) 380-5204 

In sisterhood and solidarity 
Moe Lyons 

Behind the Numbers 
Where's the beef in BC's fiscal plan? 
By Marc Lee 

Remember that 1980s TV commercial: an old lady 
peers under the bun of what advertisers led her to 
believe was a big juicy burger, only to find a thin, 
scrawny patty. "Where's the beef?" she cried out to 
all of North America. The new three-year fiscal plan 
tabled with the 2002 BC Budget is kind of like that 
commercial. 
The high level rhetoric coming fiom the government 
and its cheerleaders in the business community is 
that the Liberals have introduced a bold economic 
plan that will get the BC economy booming, after 
years of stagnation under the NDP. Huge personal 
and corporate tax cuts, eliminating one-third of 
regulations, cutting back the public sector, plus more 
to come (such as changes to employment standards 
the Labour code, and Crown corporations), are 
supposed to make the good times roll - creating a 
BC where "the future is brighter than the past" and 
we enjoy the "best performing economy in the 
country," according to the Budget speech. 
Yet, for those that took the time to read the Budget 

From 1996 ... on child prostitution 
BC's Opposition Leader, Gordon Campbell (Lib), 
would deal with the situation, if elected, not by 
lobbying the federal government to change the 
Criminal Code, and not by enforcing provincial 
child protection statutes. He has publicly stated, on 
Bill Good's CKNW talk show, that the solution 
would be to "lock up" the kids! Would he force 
them into coal-mining as the next step in their 
rehabilitation? His party [the Liberals] also 
proposes to change the Motor Vehicle Act to 
suspend driver's licenses or impound cars of people 
buying children - provided they have been convicted 
previously under Section 2 12.4 of the Criminal 
Code. Given that there have been only two 
convictions in the last eight years, this proposal 
would be hnny if it were not for the seriousness of 
the situation. 

documents, the government's rhetoric appears to be 
speaking about a different province. According to 
the government's own projections about the future, 
the seeds of the revolution will not be sprouting any 
time soon. 
To be fair, no one expects much this year. The 

global recession and the ongoing dispute over soft- 
wood lumber are hitting BC hard. For 2002, the 
Ministry of Finance estimates real GDP growth in 
BC of only 0.6%, down a shade fiom an estimated 
0.7% in 2001. 
The economic plan, however, is supposed to be 

short-term pain for long-term gain. So what are the 
numbers a few years out? The Ministry estimates 
that GDP growth will rebound to 2.8% in 2003, 
3.1% in 2004 and 3.0% in 2005. These are not too 
bad, as growth rates go, but nothing to brag about 
when compared to other jurisdictions or BC's own 
historical experience. Compared to the rest of North 
America, BC will lag average Canadian and US 



growth for 2002 and 2003, then pull even in 2004 
and 2005. 

Most economists would agree that the 1990s were 
not kind to BC. But consider that in the last years of 
the NDP government, real GDP growth was 3.4% in 
1997, 1.7% in 1998.2.8% in 1999 and 3.9% in 
2000. The last four years look better than the four 
years ahead of us, even though this period captures 
the Asian crisis that lasted from late- 1997 to early- 
1999, an external shock that put the brakes on the 
BC economy. 

In other words. despite the dictums of neo-liberal 
economics that radical restructuring would lead to 
permanently higher growth rates, BC's economic 
growth for the foreseeable future will be less than 
spectacular, according to the government's own 
forecasts. One wonders if we are going to see 2000's 
economic growth of 3.9% again by decade's end, 
never mind surpass it. 

While these numbers hardly speak to a "new era of 
hope and prosperity," the government may just be 
erring on the conservative side in its projections. Af- 
ter all, lessons have been learned since the Finance 
Minister made a huge blunder in last summer's mini- 
budget by projecting GDP growth for 2002 of 3.8% 
due to the impact of the tax cuts (this number has 
since been revised down to 0.6%). 
Unfortunately, the private sector average, from the 

Minister's own Economic Forecast Council, is not 
much better. The EFC projects growth of 0.7% in 
2002,3.0% in 2003, and 3.3% in each of 2004 and 
2005. Even these slightly rosier projections suggest 
that when the economy turns around, we will be 
hard-pressed to match 1997's 3.4% growth, while 
2000's 3.9% growth is but a dream. 

But perhaps GDP growth is not everything in the 
"new era." The Budget also provides data and 
forecasts for other variables of interest to British 
Columbians. Total employment is scheduled to fall 
this year by 0.2%, then head back into positive 
territory with 1.8% growth in 2003,2.3% in 2004 
and 2.2% in 2005. Again, these numbers are not bad, 
but are still a far cry from the Budget speech's prom- 
ise of a BC where "businesses are thriving, creating 
new jobs & giving new hope to all our communities.' 
Going back to the previous government, BC 
employment grew by 2.7% per year on average from 
199 1 to 2000. 

A similar story holds for the unemployment rate, 
which is projected to rise to 8.7% this year, then fall 
to 8.3% in 2003, and 7.3% in each of 2004 and 
2005. Compare this to unemployment rates in 
double digits at the beginning of the 1990s, then 
dropping over the decade to a rate of 8.3% in 1999 
and 7.2% in 2000. As far as the budget plan is con- 
cerned, the "new era" is not looking to outperform 
the old in terms of employment. 
What about capital investment? The much touted tax 
cuts were all about boosting investment, according 
to the Liberals' supply-side economics. Budget 
projections suggest capital investment growth of 
2.3% this year and 4.6% in 2003 (no hrther 
projections are stated). The latter figure is equal to 
the growth in capital investment in 2000, the last hll 
year of the NDP government, while capital spending 
for the 1991 -2000 period as a whole averaged 2.4% 
growth per year. Tax cuts may mean that business 
confidence is up, but business is not showing us the 
money. 
The impact on the revenue side ofthe budget is also 
telling. Personal income tax revenues will drop in 
the 2002-03 fiscal year by 9.4%, while corporate 
income tax revenues are set to fall to half their 200 1 - 
02 level. So much for tax cuts paying for 
themselves. As the economy improves, however, tax 
revenues start to grow again, but by 2004-05, 
personal income taxes are a mere 2.7% higher than 
their 200 1-02 level, and corporate tax revenues 
remain 33.6% lower than their 2001-02 level. 
Meanwhile, the big jumps in revenue come from the 
Budget's regressive tax increases: sales tax revenues 
up 18.1 %, tobacco tax up 33.4%, and MSP 
premiums up 42.9% respectively in 2004-05 over 
their 200 1-02 levels. 

The whole point of the tax cutting exercise was to 
stimulate the animal spirits of the private sector 

\ 



through radical and painkl measures. But according 
to these standard indicators, it is time to think again. 
The agenda of huge tax and spending cuts, deregula- 
tion and privatization seems destined only to 
increase inequality and poverty, while undermining 
vital public services. Many low and middle income 
people have already had most of their tax cut scaled 
back due to MSP premium and sales tax hikes. Is all 
of this pain really worth it? 
In effect, the economic plan tells British Columbians 
to accept a reduction in their standard of living in 
order to boost investment to increase their standard 
of living. Good economics would tell us that this is 
perverse logic indeed. To date, many in BC believe 
the hype, and may be licking their chops in anticipa- 
tion oftheir "happy meal." But before getting too 
excited, they should take a good look under the bun. 

Marc Lee is an Economist in the BC OJqice of the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. 

io7o-i6t+i Commercial Dr., VgL 3Y3 
Phone: 775-0790 Fax: 775-0881 

OMce hours: Tuesday-Friday gam-qpm 

Lay Her Down Easy (Ode to Whitney) 

Speeding can be thrilling. speeding can be killing 
Racing is a rush of adrenaline, crashing is a bust of 
dreams; So hit the gas if you crave for a horrible 
blast; Peddle to the floor and you may exist for 
nevermore; Spin the steering wheel, spin the shatter- 
ed bottle, ease off the clutch, hammer down the 
throttle. You've got to slow down, you're out of 
control, count me out.. . Gear your engine down and 
move your foot to the brake; You may want to rev it 
up, however, your life is at stake 
We all have friends who've departed this coil 
High-speed turns, high-speed stops need skill to 
master, So slow it down, boys and girls, and avoid 
disaster. It's a 2-way street to consider for your 
information; Maiming and death the priceJo pay for 
a moment of elation, 
You're so young and reckless. all fir gratification 
If you don't care for yourself, then ponder relations 
End this senseless, selfish highway to oblivion 
The speed of sound was meant to be broken but not 
on the ground. 
So please shut it down now because people who love 
you desperately wish to keep you alive and around 
for a very long time.. . if you desire, please? 

Robyn 



~ i t u a l s  o f   ROC^-poemsbythe 
Downtown Eastside Women's WritingGroup 

Marie Clements. a writer who worked with them 
for two years, has said. "Rituals of Rock is an 
anthology of poems from the Downtown Eastside 
Women's Writing Group that marks our second year 
of weekly writing workshops and weekly desserts .... 
This new book is the continuation of our will to 
write words that are real, humorous, bold and 
passionate - words of character that describe the 
women who write them. In part. Rituals of Rock is a 
tribute to every woman who knows a thing or two 
about being a woman, and about being a rock." 

In her poem "Did I Mention". Renee Clark writes: 

"Did 1 mention I'm blocked. 
I heard about a group of women 
Downtown Eastside Writers. 
I figured they'd be gentle with me 
I want to express myself in this medium. 
Pen, ink, scratching 

The ladies are eloquent 
polishing their gifts. They move me 11 
to want to offer my own. 

So do the poets tell and share their stories. They 
find their authentic voices. They are witnesses. They 
build community. in a group poem. "The book - 
Rituals of Rock." The poets write: 

"Every culture has its own 
Sewn costume 
Healing and Strength 
Nectar of the flesh 
Though some may appear 
A "Rocky Horror Picture Show' 
With every beat of the drum 
Comes its own story' 

In "'The Ritual of Acceptance." Margaret Small 
writes: 

"Let's talk. 
Let's share. 
Let's give to each other. 
Let's learn fiom each other." 

In community we find strength and hope. Leith 
Harris writes in her poem "On being A Woman at 
War": 

"The battle goes on 
The war goes on 
And life goes on 
Women hope. 

Pride. bravery and humour are in these poems. 
Think of the long history behind this courageous 
poem by Doreen Tom called "All Dressed Up For A 
Challenge." 

4 
"'Today 1 am trying to represent confidence. 

All dressed up ready for a challenge. 

Like I am on an important mission. 

Going to an important interview. 

No negative thinking. 
I am positive today. 

Yet it is only to enroll my child for preschool." 

In sharing our stories, we reach out to each other 
with caring and respect. "I'm a stranger in my own 



country. Ruth Matemotja Bamett writes in her poem 
"My Growing Up Ritual." Then she goes on to say. 

"but you know what? 
Everybodylone belongs somewhere." 

In community we are not the strangers that we 
sometimes think we are. In her poem "1 Am". Julia 
Marks-CrossworldsC writes: 

"A child's laughter everywhere in the house 
A lone laughter amongst all the other children. 
Her laughter wasn't real it was out of fear. 
A fear at being alone. 
Alone in a full house." 

In the caring at these poems, the poets are not alone. 
They laugh together. They cry together. They share 
food together. 'They are like a rock. 

The women who have poems in Rituals of Rock. 
are Ruth Matemotja Barnett, Wendy C, Renee Clark 
Julia Marks-CrossworldsC, April D. Ilona Ferenczi, 
Rosemary Georgeson, Leith Harris, Stephanie Jones, 
Sharon Jo Jelden, Marie Revespapamatao, Margaret 
Small, Lora Mascotti, Doreen Tom, and Muriel 
Williams. 
Rituals of Rock is published by The Firehall Arts 

Centre in association with urban ink productions. 
The price is $1 0.00 per copy. Cofiies are available 
from The Firehall Arts Centre (689-0691) Banyen 
Books, Big Books, Blackberry Books. Does Your 
Mother Know, Duthie Books, Granville Books, 
Magpie Magazine Gallery, and Women in Print. 

By Sandy Cameron 

C I R C L I I I G  THE S O U A R E  
Are you concerned about the future of Victory 

Square Park? Do you know that big changes for the 
fkture of this park are in the works? The Parks 
Board is now installing interior lighting in the park 
and more lighting fixtures are going in around the 
Cenotaph soon. This aspect of park improvement 
has been set up for some time now, and many people 
will recall the displays that were set up at VCC last 
year at information kiosks. 

Hold on, there is more! A group of business owners 
in the area around the park formed an ad hoc comm.- 
ittee over and above the lighting program to see how 
much private sector donations they could raise to 
"re-design the park for today's needs" (gentrifica- 
tion)? These efforts include $100-a-plate dinners at 
The Armouries in May; silent auctions with copious 
donations from high profile "supporters" throughout 
the city and a major Bryan Adams concert in Stanley 
Park sometime this summer (All for little 01' Victory 
Square Park) --amazing. The finds raised will go to- 
wards capital cost improvements to the park which 
will discourage drug dealing and make the park 
tourist friendly as well. (The Skateboarders Associa- 
tion fiom Trout Lake is also a part of this committee 
as a skateboard "feature" is proposed for the park as 
part of the yup- sorry, upgrade. 
Is there any good news coming fiom this? Maybe 

so. There is money set aside for programming this 
summer in the park. This means activities which 
may include small concerts on weekends; local arts 
and crafts displays; perhaps tai chi sessions; 
checkerboard squared picnic tables--any number of 
things that residents of this neighbourhood who use 
the park regularly or would do so if it were more 
attractive can suggest. 
A public meeting will be held at Pendera (133 

W.Pender) on Saturday, March 16, from 1-3 P.M. to 
get input from residents within the immediate area. 
Make every effort to attend, as the only Open House 
regarding the re-design will be held early in April at 
the Strathcona Community Center where a concept 
plan will be presented prior to presentation to the 
Parks Board late April. Things are moving ahead 
quickly, so ifyou want your voice heard, make it 
count now. There are people with influence around 
who don't particularly want resident input on this, 
because they already have a fixed plan in place and 
only need money to bring it off. We need to send a 
message out that private money cannot buy out 
public spaces. We don't need another miniature 
version of Andy Livingston Park to make Victory 
Square Park a meaningful and viable resource for 
the Downtown Eastside. 

March 16,l-3 PM. -Pendent, 133 W. Pender. 
Be there or de-square! 

Ian MacRae 
Downtown Eastside Residents' Association. 
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Two important speakers comino to Carnegle 



The Vancouver Police Department is still 
pushing for Closed Circuit TV (CCTV) for 
the Downtown Eastside. CCAP is unsure 
of any future consultation or when a deci- 
sion by the Vancouver Police Board is to 
happen. The rumour is that a decision will 
be stalled until after the civic election in ; 
November. Politics and money, not facts 
on the usefulness of CCTVs are the main 
dciding factors. If it were facts, CCTVs 
would have been dropped long ago. Check 
out this recent letter to the editor, Globe & 
Mail (March 3, 2002) 

Candid Cameras 

In his March 1 column (You Looking At Me?), 
Paul Knox makes a case against video surveil- 
lance, something about which the privacy 
Commissioner of Canada has also expressed 
serious concerns. Mr. Knox suggests that 
"cameras seem to have a deterrent effect on 
minor crime, although they may simply be 
shifting it to unmonitored areas. " 

I would like to add that we have not found any 
conclusive evidence to date that video-sutveil- 
lance cameras actually reduce crime. London 
has roughly 150,000 video-surveillance cam- 
eras. Last year, it had more cameras then ever 
before. And last year, street crime in London 
increased by 40 percent. Jason Ditton, a 
professor of criminology at the University of 
Sheffield and perhaps the world's leading 
expert on the subject, also believes the cam- 
eras are ineffective. According to Prof. Ditton: 
"There isn't convincing evidence that open 
street, closed-circuit TV reduces either crime 
of the fear of crime. Indeed, for every reliable 

study that shows a benefit, I can show another 
that contradicts it." 

It is information such as this that will discour- 
age law-enforcement authorities and munici- 
palities from installing video-surveillance 
cameras across Canada. 

Dona Vallieres, senior director-general, Office 
of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada, 

Ottawa 

Legal challenge to Vancouver's Panhan- 
dling Bklaw upheld by the wurto 

While a challenge to the panhandling by-law 
brought on by the Federated Anti-Poverty 
Groups, End Legislated Poverty and the 
National Anti-Poverty Organization was not 
successful, it is a partial victory due to the Clty 
being forced to repeal its first panhandling by- 
law. The City's amended by-law does offer 
panhandlers some room to continue. 

The new by-law prohibits panhandling within 
10 meters of a bank or automated teller ma- 
chine and obstructing pedestrian traffic flow by 
sitting or lying on sidewalks. It also prohibits 
asking twice a pedestrian who declines an 
initial request for money or goods. 

It would have been much better if no by-law 
existed because private security and police will 
likely notrmake a comparison between lawful 
and unlahul panhandling. They'll simply say 
it's illegal and ask you to move on. It's very 
important to know your rights as a panhandler, 
especially with summer around the corner 



I The Olympic's Darkside: 
I 

Do Low-Income Communities Pay 
A Price 3 
Dimct from Salt lake City Ol~m~ics: 

61enL ~y 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

12 noon 
Wednesday, March 27 

Carnegie Centre Gallery (3rd floor) .&. . : .  r i& .:,& ,, p,. - 2: ' ' ' d ; " . '  ., , . : , ' ..~. , " ,: : : ,  . .. ? ,,,,; &-A,. r ;, - .L .; 'A m n'i ."-. * h. . . I , ,  * ' .  .: -. 

Salt Lake City community activist, Glen Bailey, will discuss his city's recent 
experience with hosting the Olympics. Hear about the untold stories of 
evictions, land swaps ancf profiteering that have become part of Salt Lake's 
Olympic legacy. What's can we expect ? 

Glen is a member of the Impact 2002 and Beyond Committee and the Urban 
Crossroads Centre, a social service agency in Salt Lake City. 

Glen will also be speaking Tuesday, March 26,7pm at Vancouver Community 
College, room 11 2. Sponsored by the Impacts of the Olympics (IYC), CCAP, 
for more info: www.olympicsforall.ca. I 
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Jur+ Say Know: New DireWons in 
Drug Educa+;on '1 

7 8 4  
r -  

Marsha Rosenbaum, Ph.D. 
Director of Drug Policy Alliance,  an Francisco CA 

Author of Safety First: A Reality-Based Approach to Teens, 
Drugs, and Drug Education 

Tuesday March 26,2002 Two Engagements 

12 noon Carnegie Centre Theatre 
401 Main St, Downtown Eastside 

St. Marv's Church 
7:30 pm 2490 W.37" street (37" and Larch St.) 

Co-hosted by: From Grief To Action 

Following a short video on teens talking about drugs, Marsha Rosenbaum will discuss 
herwork on promoting a reality-based approach to drug education. This approach works 
from the premise thatwhile youth abstinence from drug use is preferred, drug education 
needs a fallback strategy of safety first in order to prevent drug abuse and drug prob- 
lems among teenagers. Educational efforts should acknowledge teens' ability to make 
reasoned decisions, including the difference between experimentation, abuse and ad- 
diction, and that the use of one drug does not inevitably lead to the use of others. 

To bring a local perspective to the issue Marsha will be followed with comments by: 
- Alcohol-Drug Education Service 
- MindBodyLove 

Co-sponsors include Environmental Youth Alliance, Portland Hotel Society, From Grief 
To Action, MindBodyLove, Alcohol-Drug Prevention Services 



The deer tells me she's dying 
her age-old instincts keep me at a distance 
never losing her guard. her eyes watching 

ever watching 
but her breathing is laboured 
her head heavy 

as life's liquid drips fiom her breath 
I long to comfort yet know it is not my place 
my presence and hands bring threat. not peace 

so I try to not disturb 
and walk ever so gently around 

but she rises and stumbles away 
I do the only thing I can do 
leave her to die in peace 

A few days later I find her again 
my hands can now stroke her brow 
ever so gently and tenderly 

I am no threat to her now 
her spirit of life has moved on 
she offers her body in death 
so that other creatures may live 

The cycle of life continues 
Keep teaching me how to die .- while I yet live ' 
so that I may filly live 'ti1 I die 

Kathi Bentall 

@Journey S Just Bemn 

Don 't  think ofme as gone away - 
my journey's just begun, life holds 

so many facets - this earth is only one. 

Just think ofme as resting 
j?om the sorrows and the tears 

in a place of warmth and comfort 
where there are no days and years. 

.Just think ofhow I must be wishing 
that we could know today 

how nothing but our sadness 
can really pass awa,v. 

F. Brenneman 

[From Videha in memory of his fiiend Bonnie] 

Sereena Abotsway (1 971 2001) 
Her thoughts written in a poem by her 

In Memory of my sisters 
These years have past since you all are gone 
We all miss and love you 
We all miss you very deeply 
When you all went missing each and every year 
We all fought so hard to find you 
But now it only eases slightly the pain 
That none of you have been found 
You all were part of God's plan 
He probably took most of you home 
But he left us with a very empty spot 
But I know that some of you are in heaven 
Looking down at us 
But 1 know that you are in heaven and at peace 
But when the days are coming to say good bye 
It is very hard not to cry or laugh 
We miss you women and that is true 
But there are very great memories of you 
In loving memory of all the women missing 
in the Downtown Eastside. 

Sereena 



Faith and Social Transformtion 
We are in need of substantial social change. The 

current situation is characterised by power in the 
service of self-interest and greed, which has resulted 
in an unrelenting growth of injustice, human 
suffering and despair. 

" T o  GOOD HEALTH ! " 

Reality is a dark comer of my mind. 
It burdens me. 
Reality is an echo of the sun. 
Perception is ambiguous, as the shadows of our souls 
The light will guide us 360.. 
The answer will follow us where ever we may go. 
The truth will guide us however so slow. 
Waves that cross our paths can falter, but the 
wisdom in the cycle will overcome us all. 
Perception is a judgement which recoils at the light. 
Time will dictate it's presence, as the shadow's 
dissolve. 
We are all just specks of light covered by shadow. 

Elmo Wilnerbegio 

Church-sponsored genocide in Canada 
Friday, March 15, 7pm 

Spartacus Books, 311 W.Hastings 
Rev.Kevin Annett will read from his book (just- 
released) "Love and Death in the Valley" which 
describes his uncovering of murder and land theft by 
his former employer, the United Church of Canada. 

Remember the Disappeared - A vigil for victims 
of residential schools, past and present. 

Sunday, March 17, loam 
United Church at Nelson & Burrard 

Testimonies, Music, Direct Actions 

We long to live in communities marked by shared 
resources, material sufficiency and genuine care, but 
this reality seems to be constantly undermined by 
the keepers of wealth and power. The struggle for 
change will clearly be a long and diflicult one; yet it 
is one we can't opt out of without serious 
consequences for all. 

It's increasingly important that we find ways of 
grounding our vision, nurturing our hope, and sust-- 
aining the courage and strength required for our 
struggle. In this regard, we can't ignore the spiritual 
dimension of our lives, our connection to a vision 
~ n d  reality that is bigger than the immediate 
personal, social or political situation. Admittedly 
religious faith, especially that of the Christian 
tradition, has all too often been combined with the , 
interests of power and has left behind a legacy of 
oppression and destruction; and sadly the bible has 
been read in ways that support the status quo against 
the weak. 

Yet it is also the case that in many parts ofthe 
world the liberating and revolutionary voices of the 
Christian tradition have been let loose, and massive 
social change has been the result. Desmond Tutu, 
the anti-apartheid activist and archbishop of South 
Africa, once said "the bible is the most revolution- 
ary, the most radical book there is." It is time for 
unleashing such liberating sources into our lives and 
our community, time for drinking fresh waters from 
the wells of faith for the nourishment of our spirit 
and vision, and for the transformation of our world. 
A group called "Faith and Social Transformation" 
meets every Monday evening at the Carroll Street 
Front, 327 Carroll Street @ 7:30 pm to discuss the 
bible, personal faith and experience, and social 
change. All are welcome. Coffee is provided. For 
more info, call Dave Diewert 604-253- 1782. 



DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday to Friday, loam - 6pm 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 8:SOam - 8pm every day 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3 Routes: 
ACTIVITIES - 5:45pm - 1 l:45pm 
SOCIETY Overnipht - 12:30am - 8:30am 

Downtown Eastside - 5:30pm - I :30am 
I 

2002 DONATIONS L ibby D.48 1 
Sam R.-$20 Eve E.418 Nancy H.$50 
Margaret D.-$22 Sabitr i  G.-$22 
Pam C.-$9 Val A.$l8 W m  B-$27 
Harold D .49  M a r y  C-$18 
Rolf A.475 Bruce J.418 Peggy 4 2 5  4 0 1  Main s t  Vancouuar  B C  V ~ A  217 - crnul c . . . ~ J + . ~ ,  

Kettle 4 1 8  Sonya s.-$ IOO GTF-$I o THE NEWSLETTER IS A PUBI.ICATION OF THE 

Bi l l  (3.4 100 Wes K .436  Charley B-$25 CARNECIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION. 

DEYAS-$125 RayCam-$25 LSS-$200 
Articles represent the views o f  individual 
contributors and not o f  the Association. 

John S-$36 Paddy 4 7 5  Sarah E.-$10 
The Edge -$200 Celeste W.-$10 
Jo's Mom -$25 Charles F.-$4 Submission Deadline 
Mennonite C C  4 6 0  Rosemary 2.-$40 for next issue: 
Joanna N.-$40 Jenny K.-$18 

Welfare problems; 
Landlord disputes; 
Housing problems; 
Unsafe living conditions; 

hone us at 682 - 0931 
ERA has been serving the Downtown Eastside 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT 
DERA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The past year has seen changes in the Downtown 
Eastside which have been both rewarding and deeply 
disturbing. 
On the positive front, DERA opened our Call N' 

Post service outlet at 16 W. Hastings in September. 
We found that our Voicemail service was so popular 
that we needed to move it out of our central office 
and into a storefront of its own. We offer mailbox 
service to SRO residents and free internet outlets. A 
photocopy ing/fax/colour printing service is also av- 
ailable in this facility-- our newest emerging busin- 
ess enterprise for the Downtown Eastside. Much 
thanks goes to Telus and The City of Vancouver 
whose generous support made this all possible. 

In August, we were approached by Dr. Ali Nassar 
who offered to come into the DERA office and help 
residents with free chiropractic treatments. We were 
most happy to have his assistance and people now, 
more than ever, require free services of this kind, 
owing to severe cutbacks. We are most gratehl for 
his and his colleagues' generous contributions to the 
health of the residents they serve. (Please call the 
DERA ofice for service availability if you think this 
may be of some help to you). 
Our monthly general meetings at The Carnegie 

Like the majestic mountains 
tall and true 
Like the deep deep blue ocean 
So deep is my love for you 

David D. 

Center (first Friday of each month) were both infor- 
mative and provocative. We hosted a candidates 
debate prior to the provincial election last year 
which was extremely well attended (except for the I4 
Liberal candidate). We had a warm and friendly 
"get-together" with Jean Swanson in December. She 
gave away a number of copies of her book 
bashing: The Politics of Exclusion. and gave us all a 
message of hope and encouragement for the days 
ahead. Perhaps our most well attended meeting was 
with Minister Murray Coell and his senior staff from 
The Ministry of Human Resources in September. He 
had only just been appointed at that time and said he 
was attending primarily to "listen" to people. Little 
did any of us know at the time the kind of devasta- 
tion for poor people he and Campbell had in store. 

It is clear that we as a community have a huge u p  
hill climb ahead of us to maintain any realistic sense 
of stability for this neighbourhood in the coming 
year owing to the savage cuts to welfare, seniors' 
services, legal assistance, women's' services and 
more. Poverty, homelessness, addictions and crime 
are becoming the prime growth sectors in the Down- 
town Eastside, thanks to these senseless and heart- 
less service cuts emanating from Victoria. It is at 
times like this that we make a special appeal to 
DERA members and non-members alike to rally 
together to fight back together for our dignity and 
our very survival. 

I wish to extend my thanks most especially to our 
staff and fellow Board members: Steve Bouchard, 
Barry Morris, Luis Poves, Helen Strong, Paul 
Taylor, Jin Pei Huang, Sr. Elizabeth Kelliher, Chris 
Laird, Ron Suitor and Joyce MurdoK I also want to 
thank our many volunteers who help us with poster- 
ing, doing tax returns and in so many other ways. 
Their efforts (unseen but not unnoticed) enable us to 
continue bringing about the kinds of services and 
changes that you, the members, tell us are necessary 
in shaping the Downtown Eastside into a more 
livable and humane neighbourhood. / 

We hope to be able to count on your continued 
support throughout the coming year. Thank you for 
your valued participation and commitment. 

Ian MacRae, President, 
on behalf of The Board of Directors. 



STAND TOGETHER AGAINST THE CUTS! 

Rally & March 
Saturday, March 23 

Reasons why the English language is so hard to learn 
1.  The bandage was wound around the wound. Science World: 1 :00 

2. The farm was used to produce produce. Victory Square: 2:00 

3. The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. Rally: Art Gallery: 2:30 

4. We must polish the Polish furniture. Lower Mainland Coalition for Social Justice 
5. He could lead if he would get the lead out. 
6. The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert. 
7. Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present. 
8. When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 
9. 1 did not object to the object. 
10. The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 
1 1. There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row. 
12. They were too close to the door to close it. 
13. The buck does funny things when the does are present. 
14. A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line. 
15. To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow. 
16. The wind was too strong to wind the sail. 
17. After a number of injections my jaw got number. 
18. Upon seeing the tear in the painting 1 shed a tear. 

- 19. I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 
20. How can I intimate this to my most intimate fiiend? 
21. English mufins weren't invented in England or French fries in France. Quicksand can work slowly, 

boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. And why is it that writers 
write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? 

22. If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth beeth? 
23. One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese? 
24. If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one ofthem, what do you call it? 
25. If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? 
26. If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? 
27. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? 
28. Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? 
29. Park in a driveway, and drive on a parkway? 
30. Have noses that run and feet that smell? 
3 1. How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? 
32. Did you know your house can burn up as it burns down, that you fi l l  in a form by filling it out, and that an 

alarm goes off by going on? 
33. English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of 

course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, 
they are invisible. 



Rnnouncing the GRAND OPENING of ... 

Thursday, March 28, 11 AM - 2 PM 
Celebrate a new business for the 

Downtown Eastside! 

-Check out the unique atmosphere! S 
Meet Fiends! 

TT out a sample from our menu **.e 
griNPd salmon-done to perjhction % 

on an outdoor BBQpit! 

THE: P O R T L A N D  C A F ~  WILL Bf YOUR PLAC IE... IT IS: 

RMlED W THE DOWHTOW E19191De A SIIUJINESS THAT HOWDLS LOWTERM EMPLOYULM fMI IIESIDENm 

,( A P U C E  TO O R  GIfXT FOOD AT A PRtCtYOU CN? AFFORD! / CUSTOMER M U L  URDSAVNUBLE AT SUDING SCALE PRIG- 



((OK, ALL D O G .  . .YOU'LL clEVER DKtCLr 4 ~ ~ l r ~  '' 
DOPE!! 

My mother taught me at an early age something 
that, while I thought that it'd sometimes literally kill 
me as a young child, has proven invaluable many, 
many times in saving my dark, misshapen and above 
all solitary life, hitherto .... 
"Oh, don't be so afraid of me, my son," she would 

glare down at me, "You have a much longer row to 
hoe than you can even imagine right now, and so for 
that reason, I am teaching you the application of 
terror. How to face it and, when absolutely necess- 

- -  ary, how to apply it ..." 
I wasn't around when my biological father finally 

ceased sucking air, five years ago now. I originally 
.' came out to B.C. in 1992, mainly to get away from 

his toxic atmosphere. The stench of his life's failure 
and malice aforethought was over-powering. 
Consequently I didn't get back there in time to hear 
his final words to me, his only son, his only child. 
What words would 1 have wanted to hear the most? 
Looking back over the long haul, they would have 
been: "Don't son!! That gun is loaded!!!" But alas, 
it wasn't meant to be. 
And so as cause precedes effect and logical out- 

come, at the age of twenty-one, I began to introduce 
myself to all the wonderfbl mistresses that I had 
never known before: 0.Keefe ale, Molson Golden, 
green-eyed Amstel, Fosters Lager, Old Milwaulkee, 
my life-long ten-year love affair with Coors Light, 
and finally, on the lower east side of Vancouver, pint 
after infinite pint of cheap Canadian draft. 

hydrates, which leave no hang-over, but which my 
freakish constitution needed half a bottle of each 
bedtime, and now, at last, my princess of choice: 
Amytriptiline ... 
And I reach the point now when I can't fall asleep 

in my bed, but I can at least doze in my chair, stoned 
and gooned as a punch-drunk sailor, until at last 
the black and bilious waves of memory mercifidly 
subside, my two-ton eyelids slowly close, and I am 
able to will away the vapor trails of the remaining 
night. 

Martin A McDermid, (written Jan/99,4 
months after my Father's death.) 

Brand vs Generic Drugs 
(Printed in COSCO Newsletter) The main 
difference between generic and brand name drugs is 
cost. On average, generic drugs are priced 40-50% 
LESS than their brand name equivalents. 
QUALITY - Health Canada approves both brand 
name and generic drugs. 
PRODUCTION- Generics and brands are subjected 
to the same rigorous production standards by the 
federal government. 
INGREDIENTS - The active ingredient in generic 

But even that didn't wash away the dark and terrible and brand drugs must meet the same scientific 
memories. And so, finally the pills came: The Doxe- norms and standards. The drugs are bio-equivalent. , 

pins, the Trazadones, the oh so sweet but so hard to EFFICACY -Generic drugs work exactly the 
come off of Atavans, the pretty little green chloryl- same as their brand counterparts. 



SAFETY - The active ingredients in generic drugs - are as pure, dissolve at the same rate and are absorb- 
ed in the same manner as their brand equivalents. kindness during the loss of my sister Dolly. I miss 

The Canadian generic drug industry employs nearly Love, Margaret 

in research and development and helps Canadians 
save $1.4 billion annually in drug costs. 

6,000 people, invests hundreds of millions of dollars 

May Gutteridge passes 
CANADA'S PATENT RULES. 
Brand name drugs are granted 20-year patent protec- 
tion in Canada ("free" trade). Brand companies can 
stop Health Canada's approval of generic drugs 
simply by 'alleging' patent infiingement. This re- 
sults in long and costly litigation which has already 
cost Canadians more than $300 million in higher 
drug costs. 
PROFITABILITY OF BRAND NAME DRUG 
COMPANIES 
The multi national pharmaceutical business is 
already one of the richest industries in the world. For 
much of the past I0 years, pharmaceutical 
companies have surpassed all other Fortune 500 
companies in profits, and they outperform the S & P 
500 Index by 90% and average profits more than 
three qmes greater than other industries. 
DRUG COSTS IN CANADA 
Spending on drugs is the fastest rising cost in 
Canadian health care. Canada's drug costs have 
increased at three times the rate of annual inflation 

May did not suffer fools. She could be tough; she 
had to be to survive. 
There were the turf wars which city council 

encourages.. so little money to DERA, PRIDE, 
May's Place. 
She met her match in Harry Rankin (he used to 

give great parties).. he had acreage around Trout 
Lake that he had zoned to sell off as lots and - 
After re-reading the above I digress.. . 
May & I loved symphony music. Her comment: 

"When I get old I'll sit and listen all day!" but at 84 
she was thinking "old" was when she reached 90. 
God had other plans and, knowing May, she's likely 
upstairs helping Him sort out the saints from the 
'less saintly'. 
It takes people of her caliber to make changes.. 

most people are content to let things slide by. 
The trouble lies in people's perceptions. May got 

more kicks that kudos but only from the opposition; 
the ones she fought for adored her with awe. 

and two times the rate of other health care 
components over the past ten years. Canadians 
spend more on drugs than they do on doctors and 
from 1998 to 2000, per capita spending on drugs 
increased 16% to $478. 
British Columbia takes 84 days to list generic drugs 

on its formulary following approval by Health 
Canada and deemed bio-equivalent. 
(Information fiom the Drug Manufacturer's 

Association Pocket Guide - 

BENEFIT CONCERT 
for END LEGISLATED POVERTY 

"I lclp E.L.1'. Fight tllc Cuts" -- 

Maritime Labour Centre 
1 1  1 Victoria Drive (at Triumph) 

Friday, March 15 
Doors open 7:30 1 Show starts 8:00 

$10 advance IS12 door 

I enclose a newsletter of an organization 1 have 
belonged to for some time [COSCO - Council of 
Senior Citizens Organisations]; in particular the 
article on how Romanow's reporthecommendations 
aren't supposed to be released until Nov.2002 (and 
Ontario, Alberta and BC are already privatizing and 
allowing huge user fees and de-listing drugs and.. .) 
Gordon Campbell prefers a two-tier system: if you 

can afford health care, good; if you can't, die. 
It will decrease the population. 
Now that I'm retired, I have as one of my great joys 
sitting in the dining room and watching the birds & 
squirrels argue over the bird feeder. It works out 
eventually whereby the squirrels eat the sunflower 
seeds that the birds can't and they eat the sm;~ller 
seeds that squirrels can't.. . they arc likc little kids. 
squabbling while eating the same rncd. .  and likc 
politicians, with really a lot of sabre-rattling while 
just getting what they want under the pretense of 
government. love + peace, 

Eve 



THIR$TY 'ACT II' DISCUSSION SESSIONS 

w ichever THlRSNperformance you choose to catch at the 
Roundhouse, it will be inspiring and entertaining. Every show fea- 

tures an Act II, offering audiences the opportunity to engage in a 
facilitated discussion on the issues raised by the play. Should water be 
defined as a right or a commodity? How should it be controlled? By 
whom? And who benefits? People with experience in water issues 
will help resource these audiencedriven discussions. Discussion facili- 
tators reflect a range of backgrounds and political viewpoints. 

You have the choice to attend anytime, or select a performance 
according to when particular guests will be with us. A full schedule for 
all 20 performances is available on-line at www.headlinestheatre.com 
We encourage repeat visits! You are also welcome to attend more 
than one discussion session. Please be in the lobby one hour after list- 
ed show times if you wish to enter for the 'Act II' discussion only. 

FF?!P.4Y F'P.!?CH 12: Water, for life or ~ ro f i t?  
Oscar Olivera is a key organizer in the ongoing struggle against water 
privatization in Cochabamba, Bolivia. He represents the Coalition in 
Defense of Water and Life and is involved with SEMAPA, the demo- 
cratic, citizen-led organization that now oversees the water system in 
Cochabamba. Tara Scurr is the Regional Organizer for the Council of 
Canadians. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23: Water, for life or profit? 
Oscar 01iGa:  Coalition in Defense of Water and Life, Cochabamba, 
Bolivia (see above) 

Maria Sophia: Saami peoples of Scandinavia, water and land rights 
activist (to be confirmed). 

SUNDAY MARCH 24: Privatization and Displacement 
Discussion led by Open the Borders1 Conference participants: Juan 
Manuel Sandoval works with the Mexican Action Network on Free 

Trade, Sheila Gruner works in solidarity with indigenous communities 
in Colombia, and Janice Billy represents the Interior Alliance of BC (to 
be confirmed). 

THURSDAY, MARCH 28: Privatization in BC 
What does privatization mean for BC's water quality? Dr. Hans ~chrier 
is a professor at the Institute for Resource and Environment at UBC, 
and currently sits on the BC Drinking Water Review Panel. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 29: Threats to Canadian water. 
Karen Campbell is a lawyer at West Coast Environmental Law. Her 
work includes examining the global trade implications of bulk water 
removal from Canada. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30 (1 PM): Controlling water, 
controlling people 
Marwan Hassam is a hydrologist at UBC. His work has examined the 
impacts of urbanization on water quality and quantity, including 
m t e r  issyes in tho Middle East. (to be confirmed). He will be joined 
by other international guests. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30: The Corporate Water Race 
Gil Yaron is with the Aurora Institute, which examines the role and 
structure of corporations and works to foster alternatives to market- 
driven trends. Kathy Conigan is a water researcherlcampaigner with 
CUPE BC. Her work includes research on public-private partnerships. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4: The role of government 
Whose interests are they protecting? Marjorie Griffin-Cohen, econo- 
mist and professor of political science and women's studies at UBC. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 5: Privatization and democracy 
Murray Dobbin is a journalist, broadcaster, author and activist, focus- 
ing on issues of globalization and democracy. He is the author of the 
Myth of the Good Corporate Citizen. 



~ m ,  PHIL, RUN. 

The downtown Eastside is the center of BC for 
people with a severe health problem called 
addiction. From the three levels of government 
leadership, only Phil Owen acknowledges this 
health problem, and for this, he is being cast 
aside by the NPA. 

However, Phil Owen has the choice of again 
running for mayor as an independent candidate, 
and the voters of the Downtown Eastside should 
strongly encourage him to do so, because, the Drug 
Strategy Health Care Program for addicts that he 
has championed will lose momentum without his 
official voice. 

With Phil Owen in the mayor's chair and Libby 
Davies in Ottawa, progress can be made in the 
treatment of addictions, so if there ever was a 
time for non-voters in the Downtown Eastside to 
help their neighbors, this is definitely the time to 
get involved. 
E-mail Owen at: 
mayorowen@city.vancouver.bc.ca 
or phone: 604-873-7621, 
and let his office know you'd back him in the  
next civic election. 

Carry Gust 
............................................................... 

Open Letter to Fed. Health Minister Anne McLellan. 

Dear Minister; 

I represent the riding of Vancouver East, consider- 
ed to be the North American epicentre of the HIVI 
AIDS epidemic amongst intravenous drug users, and 
where there has been a staggering death toll of 
preventable deaths from drug overdoses. 

In September 1997, the Vancouver Richmond 
Health Board declared a health emergency in the 

Downtown Eastside, facing the highest rate of H 1 V 
among drug users in the western world. 
In October 2000, the Canadian Medical Association 

published startling results of a two year study of 
intravenous drug users in Vancouver. Their report 
said that BC has the highest number of fatal drug 
overdoses in Canada, and that illicit drug use has 
become the leading cause of death among adults 30 
to 49 years of age. The results oftheir study led the 
Canadian Medical Association to state publicly that 
"supervised injection rooms are a logical next step.' 

Even law enforcement officials are beginning to 
understand that this is the right direction to go in. In 
May 200 1, Robert Lesser, the head of the RCMP 
drug enforcement program, called on the federal 
government to look at safe injection sites as part of a 
comprehensive strategy to slow the spread of 
hepatitis C and HIV among Canada's estimated 
125,000 injection drug users. 
It is becoming very clewthat one of the greatest 

harms of drug use is the illegality and resulting black 
market that forces people into a criminalized life. 
This, coupled with a lack of information about what 
people are really taking, adds to the number of 
preventable deaths across Canada. 

For instance, right now, a number of groups are 
calling for supervised injection facilities, and in fact 
on December 6., 2001, these groups put together a 
demonstration site at the First United Church at 320 
East Hastings Street. 1 attended the demonstration 
site and was very impressed with the low costhigh 
efficiency set up that will literally save lives. What 
we have now are massive open drug injection sites 
that are unsafe, dangerous, and encourage illegal 
activities. It is just plain common sense to provide 
safe, medically supervised facilities to drug users 
that will eliminate the open and tragic drug scene. 

I very much encourage your support and action on 

the health crisis in the Downtown Eastside. Please 
do not put this community on hold any longer. The 
death toll will only rise. 

Yours sincerely, 

Libby Davies, MP 
(letter edited by the Carnegie Newsletter. For a copy of 
the entire letter, please phone Libby's office at 

604-775-5800) 



TRAIN 

"Hypocrisy is revealed by the gap between actions 
and explanations. It rules by guilt as it brings on the 
witch hunt and the demand for scapegoats." 

This was written years ago by Frank Herbert in his 
book God Emperor of Dune. In the same vein he 
wrote that "Power bases are always dangerous as 
they attract the truly insane, who seek power for its 
own sake." 
It's not my point to wax eloquent, but it does do to 

observe current trends with this in mind. Calling 
Campbell a hypocrite is as effective as calling him a 
liar. He knows he is but believes the end justifies the 
means. Campbell is the current fiont man for the 
snake-oil salesmen who are gathering speed in towns 
and cities and provinces and states and countries. 
Everywhere people say they want decent govern- 

ment that will bring the capitalists and rapacious 
exploiters to justice. Seeing it in print makes it look 
like so much rhetorical despotism - and labels cover 
the nitty-gritty reality. Bush calls certain groups of 
people "evil", and it's politically correct to go along 

Dad rode the rails 
during the dirt years of the Depression 
He remembered hopping ti-eight east 
Where, crossing the freezing Rockies, 
men would fall off. 

He ended up in Butte, Montana 
I never asked I he rode after. 
He'djumped a moving car 
but it was going too fast 
and sucked him between two cars. 
He was dragged for about 100 metres, 
His fiiend managed to stop the train. 

The train of poverty almost killed my Dad.. 
It shall never kill me. 

A.Kostynuik 

with him. The Trade Agreements being ramrodded 
by US corporations to limit people and their govern- 
ments ftom legislating rules for the behaviour and 
business practices of these same multinationals are 
anti-democratic. Many millions of people see this as 
'evil'. 
Again, it seems to be too simplistic, but once you 

choose a side it gets clearer. On a provincial level so 
much of what Campbell is doing at the behest of his 
corporate backers (masters) is disgusting in its 
hypocrisy. On a civic level the extreme right-wing of 
the NPA (Non-Partisan Assoc) is rigging the ouster 
of the mayor so they can put a dead stop to any 
hrther harm reduction measures in this area and get 
the urban pioneering into high gear - what with the 
coming expansion of the trade & convention center 
on the waterfront, the coming boom in building a 
resodcasino in Burrard Inlet and the transformation 
(?) of Vancouver into Campbell's "executive city'' in 
time for the Olympics in Whistler and the hoped-for 
death of the Downtown Eastside. 
Paranoid? Maybe. Able to add 1 + l?  Yeah. 

PRT 



burnt ham 
feel lucky punk? 
I hesitate 
am lost 

shawn millar 

Conmatulations! 

As We Give, So Shall We Receive 

The whole world is only an echo: You give hate 
and hate will return to you; give anger and anger 
will return to you; you abuse others and the abuse 
will come back to you; throw thorns and the thorns 

b 
will come back at you. What you give, you will 
receive. 

lfyou share love in endless ways, this love will 
return to you in endless ways. 

If love doesn't come to you in innumerable ways, 
know that it is because you have not given love. 

Videha 

Andy Hucklack, recently elected as the Seniors' 
Vice President for Carnegie ... Andy, a volunteer 
who has in the past earned the Volunteer-of-the- 
Year, an award given as recognition for meeting a 
high standard of performance. We hope you enjoy 
this position Andy ("It'll be a laugh-a-minute!!") 

CARNEGIE VOLUNTEER-OF-THE-YEAR 

A grand congratulations to MARVIN FAITHFUL 

for being selected as Volunteer-of-the-Year 2002 
The volunteer is selected for this recognition 
because of meeting an extremely high standard of 
performance consistently throughout this past year. 
This year, 170 ballots were submitted by volunteers 
and patrons. The Volunteer Committee's decision 
was to select Marvin Faithhl. We all thank you for 
your commitment to the Carnegie community, along 
with a very special thank you from the Kitchen. 

For the first time, the Volunteer Committee, rather 
than staff, also selected four other volunteers deser- 
ving of special recognition who will be invited to 
attend the celebration dinner. These volunteers are: 
Mike Tapp, Davor Zizic, Dora Sanders, Joyce 
Morgan. Thank you folks, for your dedication, 
commitment and good old-fashioned hard work 
Award recipients will be announced during the 

gala dinner ceremony in June, 2002 at the Westin 
Bayshore Resort and Marina. 


