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poem on the situation 
i walk the streets of vancouver 
and in a shop a woman i know tells me 
about two friends of hers 
who've recently received pink slips 
and subsequently committed suicide 
the woman also said the medication her mother vitally 
hasgone fiom $15 to$150 

the downtown eastside which has as high a rate of tuberculosis my stepfather was member of organised crime 
as anywhere in the world and sometimes the phone would ring 
finally has a clinical building and equipment and he'd answer it 
but no money for staff Put down the receiver and head for the front door 

the director of an organization which has been central 
and when i asked him where he was going 
he'd say "to straighten a guy out7' 

in reducing drug overdose deaths and disease 
has been told their finding will be cut and ifany man in british columbia ever needed straightening out 

a house which assists refugee claimants + it is gwdon oampbell 

who are victims of torture george w bush is searching for osaina bin laden 

is closing because of cut finding b&,) 
bush can find him disguised as the premier of bc in 

and more than a few of these refugees $/ victoria 
similarly espousing an ideology of death wander the city in flashback horror homeless 

his own people's values I 
and in a sensationalized tragedy I 

a mother and father and disabled man 
died in a double homicide-suicide 
because the funding they needed to care for him and laughing at those human beings he is afflicting and has 
has been cut inflicted death upon 

and instead of hcing the suffering he's created 
i'm sure we could multiply these examples of vicious inhumanity saw he does not care - a  

social change about the lives he is consigning to a social death 
and a province he is degrading 

well 
my family came fiom southern illinois 
coal miners 
who went on strike to protect their union and their lives 
when the mine owner sent scabs fiom chicago 
to break the strike and the union 
the miners 
including my grandfather and uncles 
grabbed their rifles and shotguns 
and shot and hanged and mutilated 19 scabs 
but regained their jobs and union contract 

until the mines closed altogether my family used violence 
and my family moved north I do not believe violence is 
with black people and other poor whites to the automobile the way to change our situation 
hctories in the north though i see more and more violence on the streets 
where my grandhther organised a union and while the union more anger fear and despair 
survived my grandfather was fired taking what is being done to us 
and where my uncle earl fought armed battles with the out against each other 
national guard in the streets of toledo ohio in wder to 
preserve a union during another union-busting attempt 



3 
but. how are we going to stop this dictator our premier 
who mocks us and says he doesn't give a shit 
about what happens to us? 
and only cares about the global corporate rich and powerfd? 

how to change a govemment 
in a world militarizing against protest 
hijacking the media 
where a population control industry is flourishing 
and where lies are put forth as reality and truth doesn't matter? 

in cobo ball in 1965 in detroit michigan 
i saw and heard martin luther king junior and i ask myself how willing am 1 to lay aside 
and while i don't recall a word he said my own entertainments and denial 
the effect of his presence and speech and think of other powerless lives getting cut slashed and burned 
reached inside me and lifted my spirit 
to a place of strength and commitment and unity 

he called for a spiritual change 
he called for us to do whatever it takes 
to change the american govemment 
and its sociopathic president at the time 

and i wonder how much courage i have 
when so much is at stake 
and how frightening it all is to contemplate 

and the day king was killed was not a random day and i never want to forget that photograph 
because he had prepared a protest march on washington d.c. taken during a demonstration 
a march calling all the poor people in the states revealing campbell laughing at us 
to march to the capitol and stay there 
until the people received and i never want to forget that most recently in victoria 
housing education medical care jobs he said ho did not care about those thousands assembled there 

he was the only man then who could have inspired nor the people they represent 

the impoverished masses to washington but instead was going to watch a hockey game 
and if he had not died I believe it is going to take 
a social change would have been accomplished a profound unique and relentless unity of pressure 
and the government knew it. for as long as it takes - 
and so he was assassinated to drive this man 

and his government's cruelty and absence of compassion 
and absence of humanity 
out of our lives 

when king led the bus boycott in nioritgomery alabama 
a successful strike 
the people refused to ride the city busses for more than a year 
to bring about that change 

social change we have a momentum for social change building 
a spiritual social change 
composed of self-sacrifice organization unity 

and i believe it is going to be 
the increasing suffering insults compassion fiiith.. , 

i do not know how to translate those actions and the courage within us 
to cur situation here thht will accomplish what we seek individually 

but can only realize collectively except i know i must ask myself 
how Fdr i am willing, to go and we will do it 
to bring about nonviolent civil disobedient change 
in british columbia 



WHAT'S IT CALLED WHEN 

An Open Letter to the Honourable George Abbott, Minister of Community, Aboriginal, 
and Women's Services, the Houuurable Murray Coeli, Minister of Human Resources, 

and the Ronourable Lynn Stephens, Minister of State for Women's Equality 

Dear Ministers and Minister of State, May 2002 

I am writing to express my deep concern over recently announced changes to the BC Child Care Subsidy. 
Your government recently announced its decision to lower the income testing threshold for qualifj4ng for 
subsidized child care by $285 per month from $500 to $2 15. Your government has also decided that, while 

I W parents earning more than this amount may still qualifL for some subsidy, 60% of it will be clawed back by I 

the government. As well, your government has also restricted access to Social Needs Child Care Subsidies. 

I ) Minister, these measures mean that fewer families will be eligible for full, partial, or emergency subsidies 
to assist with monthly child-care costs. Already, my Constituency Office has received phone calls and 
letters fiom concerned parents who do now know how they will be able to pay for the child care they need. 
Many low-income parents fear these cuts will force them to put their children in unsafe situations because 

i 
that is all they can afford. 

I 

Additionally, the Ministry of Community, Aboriginal and Women's Services has announced that it will, 
l 

over the next three years, be reducing grants to numerous nonprofit organizations. As of April 2004, prcF I 
I 

vincial finding will no longer be provided for 40 child-care resource and referral programs around BC. 
This measure leaves families with nowhere to turn for child-care information and referrals. These measures 
taken by your government have a direct impact on the quality and availability ofcare for children in BC. 

These changes are occurring at a time when income assistance to low income families is being decreased, 
leaving many families unable to afford their current levels ofchild care. For example, your government 
has announced restrictions to the Child in the Home of a Relative (CIHR) Benefits, that could potentially 
leave families taking care of children of relatives with a reduction in income of up to $400/chiId /month. 

3 Your government has announced a new emphasis on training and employment. For example, single parents 
receiving Income Assistance will be required to return to work when their youngest child turns three, 
instead of seven as previously. This will leave more and more single parents in urgent need of child care. 
As the Westcoast Child Care Resource Centre has asked, "Given that access to dependable, safe, afford- 
able child care is perhaps the greatest barrier to continuous employment faced by single parents and that 
many of these families will not be eligible for child care subsidy now that the income threshold for subsidy 
eligibility has been significantly reduced, how does government plan to accomplish its goal of increased 
economic independence for these families?" 

In a recent letter to the Langley Advance, BC Minister of Women's Equality Lynn Stephens wrote, 
'Because so many families depend on safe and affordable child care, government is determined to sustain 
it for the future .... My goal is to ensure that British Columbians can continue to rely on safe, quality, affor- 
dable and accessible child care" (Langley Advance, May 10,2002). How can the government claim to have 
safe and affordable child care as one oftheir aims - and then cut the very measure that makes any child 
care safe and affordable? 



Minister of State Stephens also goes on to say that by expanding the availability for grants to licensed child 5 
care providers, the government expects that "The number of child care spaces available in these family 
settings will increase, giving parents more choice." How much choice does your government of i r  hmilies 
who simply cannot afford child care? 

The view points expressed in this letter come fiom the growing numbers of British Columbians who have 
contacted my constituency office with grave concerns about your government's cuts to child care. In 
honour of this Child Care Month and Child Caregiver Day (May 15), 1 urge you to reconsider these 
changes to child care and to guarantee safe affordable child care to all British Columbians. 

Sincerely, 
Jenny Wai Ching Kwan, MLA, Vancouver-Mt. Pleasant 

cc. Honourable Gordon Hogg, Minister of Children and Famil y Development 
First Call, BC Child arid Youth Advocacy Coalition Early Childhood Educators of BC 
Westcoast Child Care Resource Centre Vancouver Supported Child Care Services Society 

,Vancouver Child Care Resource and Referral School Age Child Care Assoc. of BC 

THE BEST DEMOCRACY MONEY CAN BUY: 
An Investigative Reporter Exposes the Truth About 
Globalization, Corporate Cons, and High Finance 
Fraudsters 
LECTURE BY:GREG PALAST - Reporter for BBC 
Newsnight and the Guardian Newspapers 

Thursday June 20th, starting at: 7:30pm 
IWA Hall, 2859 Commercial Drive, Gust south of 

12th Ave) Vancouver, BC 
for more info, contact: Kevan Hudson 
Tel.#: 604-274- 1 1 9 1 Email: khudson@vcn.bc.ca 

,*,*,*,*,*,*,*,*,* 
THE BEST DEMOCRACY MONEY CAN BUY: 
contents of his book 
Who Gives a Shit? An Introduction 
Chapter 1. JIM CROW IN CYBERSPACE - Un- 
reported Story of How They Fixed the Vote in Florida. 
In the days following the Presidential election. there 
were so many stories of Afiican Americans erased 
fiom voter rolls, you might think they were targeted by 
some kind of racial computer program. They were. 
Chapter 2. SELL THE LEXUS, B U M  THE OLIVE 
TREE - Globalization and its Discontents. 
A cache of secret documents from inside the IMF, 
World Bank and World Trade Organization explains 
the inner workings of the iron triangle of globalization. 
... and more. If you know there's more going on than 

you hear on the news, this may enlighten you. No cost 
was mentioned in the email, but call Kevan to be sure. 

Xponential 

A little effort for a great reward 
Smooth as easy, never get bored. 
Two plus two equals five 
X is alive, living over the condition. 
Waiting forever to reach out, 
collect her investment,, 
share her lover as a poster 

stamps our approval. 

A.Kostynuik 



The Mothers 
for Diane Wood who celebrated her 50th birthday on 

Mothers' Day, and created a beautiful painting/collage 
in honour of the Mothers of the world. 

Where are the voices that speak reconciliation and 
peace? George Bush speaks of war and more war. 
Gordon Campbell has declared war on ordinary 
British Columbians. The business oligarchy doesn't 
see us or hear us, and in our frustration we some- 
times turn on each other, making solidarity a distant 
dream. Who speaks the language that will bring us 
together? The Mothers speak that language. 

In November '88, there was a women's conference 
in Vancouver called "Women and Language Across 
Cultures". Out of that conference came an excellent 
book entitled Telling It, published by Press Gang in 
1990. Louise Profeit-LeBlanc, a First Nations 
woman from the Yukon, speaks in the book. "Now 
is the time to tell (our stories)," she says. "Don't be 
silent anymore, but at the same time there is strength 
in silence. That's why we have two ears and one 
mouth. We must listen, not just with our ears, but 
with our hearts. We have to train those thoughts in 
our heads to stop talking, get real quiet inside, and 
listen to each other." 

Jeannette Armstrong, a First Nations writer and 
teacher, also speaks in the book. She has great 
respect and understanding of differences among 

* 

people, and she says, "I have been just sitting, 
listening..(and)..l have started to ask some questions, 
not only of myself and of my people as a cultural 
group, but of my people as people from this land, 
from this earth, and as living parts of this universe. 
And I am thinking that when we start looking at 
what we are..we start to speak the real language - 
and that real language is a language that is under- 
stood by babies, and is known between people as 
relationships. That language has more to it than 
words. I think that when we begin to get to that 
point, then we can begin to cross these cultural, 
racial, social and class gaps." 

Maybe, at this point in the 1988 women's 
conference, some people smiled at what Jeannette 
Armstrong was saying because she went on to state 
in a strong way, "I am serious about this! We have- 
n't a clue about what we are; we're just beginning to 
open our eyes and maybe understand that we are 
human, and a part of something much vaster and 
more beautifid than we can hope to know in a 
lifetime." 
So speak the Mothers. 

Sandy Cameron 



Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, this past Saturday 40,000 British 
Columbians spoke out against Gordon Campbell's 
horrifjling vision of B.C. 

It is a vision where one cannot afford to get sick 
where one cannot afford to attend school, where 
even the basic right to assistance is being destroyed. 
1 would like to know why the Minister of Health is 
not supporting the people of BC. to stop the destruc- 
tion of our public heath care system. Is the govern- 
ment now so gutless that it will not even defend its 
own vision and mandate for health care as set out 
under the Canada Health Act? Why will she not 
defend our public health care system? 
Hon. Anne McLellan (Minister of Health, 
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the five principles of the Canada 
Health Act are findamental to our health care 
system and the renewal of our health care system. 
My officials are monitoring and working with the 
oficials in B.C. to ensure that the restructuring that 
takes place in the province of British Columbia does 
not violate the five ~ r i n c i ~ l e s  of the Canada Health 

7 Clothes Encounters Open House 
At noon on Friday, June 4th. Clothes Encounters 

Laundromat is goinn to be holding a community 
Open House in celebration ofthis new, community- 
based laundromat located at 1 1 West Hastings, 
between Army Navy and Pigeon Park. 

The Laundromat, a project of Common Concerns 
Association, has been many years in the making and 
is the result of the hard work and devotion of many 
individuals from the community. The Laundry 
features 12 single top load washers, a double washer 
three triple loaders and a number of dryers, all new! 
The Laundromat is also able to provide commercial 
and drop off service. Please make a point of coming 
down and doing your wash and have a free coffee! 

Clothes Encounters is also available for special 
events, including poetry readings, music nites, or as 
a meeting room. Talk to Hedy or Jeff at the Laundry 
about booking your special event. We encourage the 
Downtown Eastside community to use the facility 
(and do their wash!). 

We hope to see all our friends from the Downtown 
Eastside at our Open House on June 4th. Please 

On another front, Libby's Private Member's Bill on 
establishing a Housing Bill of Rights is under debate 
in the House ofcommons. Libby is the NDP critic 
of Housing and Homelessness and has launched 
scathing attacks on the Liberals' inept handling of 
this national disaster. She called on the Prime 
Minister to shuffle a fill-fledged Minister of 
Housing into cabinet (while the recent shuffling out 
of corrupt ministers went on) to make housing a 
priority in Canada. There is currently no national 
housing program. Stay tuned. 

money to pay for herdiabetic prescription. The 
diabetic daughter and 20 year old granddaughter 
were evicted because the daughter could not pay the 
entire rent. The diabetic lady felt she could not aff- 
ord to buy medicine too often so she cut back on her 
prescription dosage. She went into a coma and died. 

The 20 year old grieving granddaughter is now 
forced to seek help from other relatives because 
welfare feels she can work and should not get assis- 
tance. 

I think similar things like this are happening all over 
British Columbia. 

Sincerely, 
Dora Sanders 



The Magic of Alouette Lake 

Yoga for body & mind 
Yoga exercises and meditation to improve 
and tone up the muscles and the nervous 
system to give a peacefd inner harmony. 

Teacher Dada Tattva 

TAX CHI for inner health 
With smooth motions of tai chi the body 
remains in a state of relaxed efficiency 

to make the mind fiee. 

I Teacher Yogatma 

Free of charge! Everyone welcome! 

Saturdays, 2-4 pm in the gym 
Carnegie Community Centre, 

40 1 Main Street 

It takes a while before my mind rids itself fiom 
Vancouver's impulses. A wonderhl fire is going 
and Tim is on a good old repertoire of country 
songs. 
After weeks of thinking about it, then getting the 

camping party on its way to Golden Ears Park, I am 
absorbing the musty moist smells of lichens and 
mosses; the sounds of the forest surround and 
embrace me like my mother's old blanket. As the 
last sunrays are disappearing through the tall trees 
and behind the mountains, I hear a bird7s song of 
despair in tune with Tim's guitar chords. 

We are surrounded by tall trees, everywhere, 
silently dripping, standing guard; it's as if they are 
drawing power fiom the huge stumps that once were 
in charge. Will these trees have a chance to remain 
here for a few centuries? 
Our moods are mellow; as the evening progresses 

the night's mysteries are waiting to be unfolded. 
Then I'm in the tent with Velma. Around me the 

gentle sleeping people sounds, only separated by a 
thin sheet of material. 1 feel deliciously snug all 
wrapped and rolled up in my bag and I'm gone 

It's as if a curious nudge tells me to get up. It takes 
9 

a while for me to realize where I am and to peel 
myself out of my warm protection. There is a 
dampness of gentle rain on my face as I worm 
myself out of the tent. I take a few steps down the 
little hill and stare into the woods. 
There, where only a few hours ago I witnessed the 

tall, new-growth forest, the old stumps have all risen 
to their original majestic beauty. 1 close and open 
my eyes and the vision does not change: there is a 
dim light between the huge trunks to highlight their 
colossal dimensions and I have never seen such 
silent power in my life. I sense the mysterious nudge 
again and return to my sleeping bag, with an 
immense sense of happiness and gratitude. 

By WILLY MUNRO 

Quotable 
There are only two ways to live 
your life. One is as though nothing 
is a miracle. The other is as if 
everything is. - 

Albert Einstein 
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Thirty Years Of Retail Activity 
on Hastings Street 

1 C m l ; h m  I Book Release 



Thirty Years of Retail Storefront Activity on 
Hastings Street 

This place used to be a hub, packed with people, but it has 
dropped right o f  1'11 probably jump the Sky-Train and go 
someplace where there is a mall. 

-30 year Downtown Easts~de Resrdent, 1992' 

Book Release 
Tuesday, June 18 
12 noon 
Carnegie Centre Gallery (3rd flr.) 

People often ask: what happened to 
Hastings Street? In recent years, there has 
been a rapid decline in commercial activity 
on the street. Many storefronts are vacant 
and much of the retail variety the street once 
had is now gone. Why have so many stores 
closed, and why haven't others replaced 
them? 

This booklet offers some answers to these 
questions. We look at changes in retail 
storefront use along Hastings during a 
quarter of a century, from 1976 to 2001, 

focusing on the Cblock stretch from 
Cambie Street to Main Street. We relate 
these changes in this retail use to overall 
shopping trends in the Lower Mainland. 
We compare these findings about retail 
change to the demographics of the 
surrounding community. Finally, we 
briefly put our findings in the context of 
similar research that has been done in 
American inner-cities. 

The findings may be surprising. They are 
not easy and familiar one-line 



Table #I 
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END OF AN ERA 
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vacant. i d e t i i  on the inveniory mep, reletwe to a fbted 
total number of storefronts lor aU yean (n=127) 

explanations - 'it's the fault of the drug 
dealers," or "the residents are too poor to 
support viable business." Instead, this 
research broadens the discussion of the 
causes of retail decline along Hastings 
Street. This booklet fills in some key gaps 
in what we know about Hastings, and 
dispenses with several myths about the 
dedine of the street. Our hope is that this 
booklet will contribute to relevant, 
community-friendly solutions to the 
problem of retail decline. 

B&WProject, which included last 
year's installation of banners along 
Hastings Street Research and design of 
the banners and the booklet involved the 
participation of local residents, who 
discovered a tremendous amount of 
information about retail activity along 
Hasting Street. The project was funded 
through PEACH. 

New material in the booklet includes 
detailed storefront inventory maps and 
streetscape photos from 1974 and 
present. (see photo below) Numerous 
photos of the last thirty years of Hastings 
Steet will be on display during the baok 
release. 

OOOW Hastings Street, 1974 



new ts par..-.. J I ~  LCL-IIY 
In reply to a letter sent by CCAP to the Vancouver 
Police Board regarding malicious comments made 
by Sergeant Bob Chapman in the Westender (April 
11 -1 7,2002). CCAP received the following polich 
with regard to panhandling md police d u c ~  h '  
P a n h d m g  IS a /ep f  ac&vi!y m Yancouvar 
regukrred under the Street and Traflc Bylm. The 
reguIa&ons are somewhat tnow expanstve ftwn the 
ones you noted ~n your l e f ie~  Refirring to the 
sal ie~poinls afthe bylm, they are: 

Panhondlem am nor allowed to sir or ire on 
a s&et impdtng the passage a f  
pedestrians. 

- Panhandtern are not allowed to pnhandle 
fmm or harass a pedesrrran after lhat 
pemm kas made a nepzlive fnifral 
reapse, 

- Panhandem m y  not appr~ack and 
panhandlemm apedesIr~an as a member 
o f p p  of three ar more people. - Pankandlers cannot be within I h  of an 
entrance Eo a bank ur AT]IA. 

- Panlaandlers cannet p a n h d e f i m  an 
occupon~ of a motw vehicle tn a manner 
lhar zmperles the passage of vehrcular 
traffic on a srreer. 

The V'ncwver P O I k  Depzrttsent, under tke 
old Penhen&kg &&w and row under the 
Seeet and T r a m  grlaw, bas adopled an 
approach that m g n l s s  rbe need fa provide 
people w&h luformatdon on &ow t h e  may 
panhwdle Offtcers also provide 
mnforma~tm on access to servzces, usdding 
f oodad  shelter: Fhem in&viduais declzne to 
respect the righe oforhsrs and c u n i i m  to act 
i n  conrmven~ion of the bylaw. sfficem h u e  a 
ticket. Arrangemenis have been m& with the 
Bylaw Pvwsecu;o$ l o  obrffin area reslnciionr 
rother h f i n e s ,  r e c o p i n g  the d@cully 
inhemnt infinmg someone panhandling to m e t  
#heir nee&. 

Yours Sincerely 
Vmca~ler Polics Board 
Mayw Philip Owen, Chak 

Noie: PIAC, ELP, NAP0 and o t k  
o r @ d w  continue to work on the 
panhandling ism, especially in rdatign to 
private security comppaaieg continued use ofthis 
by-law as way to disperse citizens out of tourist 
disaicts. 

Two test baskets - only the biggest will do - have been 
installed on light poles, 
one next to the Sunrise 
the other by the Portland 
Hotel. If all goes well 
basket8 will line the street between Cambie and Main. 

.- The baskets are part of a life skills project out of the 
': Life Skills Centre. 



Silent Hurt 

It's a silent hurt, running deep 
-. It's there when I walk, there when I sleep, 

It's a silent hurt, burning down, 
This feeling I get when you're not around. 

It's a silent hurt, running deep 
It's there when I walk, there when I speak, 
It's a silent hurt, burning thru, 
This feeling I get when I'm not with you. 

It's a silent hurt, running deep 
It's there when I rock, there when I eat, 
It's a silent hurt, deep inside, 
This feeling I get, each and every night. 

It's a silent hurt, cutting deep 
It's there when 1 shop, there when I weep, 
It's a silent hurt, burning bright, 
This feeling I get alone in the night. 

It's a silent hurt, burning deep 
It's there when I bop, there when I breathe, 
It's a silent hurt, running down, 
This feeling I get when you're not around. 

It's a silent hurt, running deep 
It's there when 1 wake, there when I leave. 
It's a silent hurt, burning on, 
This feeling I get, knowing you are gone. 

It's a silent hurt, running deep 
It's there when I stop, there when 1 grieve, 
It's a silent hurt, burning in, 
This feeling I get again and again. 

It's a silent hurt that won't go away 
A silent hurt that just seems to stay 
It's a silent hurt always on my mind, 
A silent hurt, there all the time. 

It's a silent hurt that's there every day 
A silent hurt that won't go astray 
It's a silent hurt deep down in my heart 
A silent hurt there right from the start. 

It's a silent hurt, locked up deep inside 
A silent hurt that I just can't hide, 
It's a silent hurt that's forever there, 
A silent hurt that shows 1 still care. 

Written for and dedicated to my fiancd and best 
fiiend Heather Chinnock. Also dedicated to Peggy 
Wilson and Sareena Abbottsway. 

Judeo-Christianity Refuted Your mind is a mess. Clean it! Make it a blank. The 
empty mind is the best mind. And those who have been 

for Ro + Jo telling you the empty mind is the devil S workshop are 
The first messiah was Pontius Pilate. ~ 1 1  the devil 5 agents. The empty mind is closer to God 

Jesus did was read the zeitgeist. than anything. The empty mind is not the devil's work- 
i am the second. shop. The devil cannot do without thoughts. With empt- 
Small ~ r o b h n :  1 don't believe in God. iness the devil cannot do anything at all. He has no WW 

into emptiness. 
-Cat-Baohlou - submitted by Videha 



(from left to right: Dan Tetrault, colleen ~ o r r i e ,  Michael Clague, Rika Uto 

People working for the City of Vancouver have a thing called "Awesome Boss " where they ask for a story 
about someone who meets that description. The following was written about our own Dan Tetrault and the 
Prez thought it's ripe for Ye Olde Newsletter ... 

About Carnegie Centre .... 
Our first awesome boss is Daniel Tetrault, the Assistant Director of Carnegie Centre. We heard about Dan 

through the grapevine and followed up with a couple of his staffmembers. Six of Dan's staff were tickled 
to meet with us and talk about Dan's management style, and give recognition for how his work and 
dedication have contributed to creating a warm, welcoming, and accessible Centre for downtown east side 
residents. 
To many local patrons, Carnegie Centre is the living room of the community. Over 2,000 people come 

through its doors each day, 365 days ofthe year. The inside is bright and bustling with activity; people are 
chatting and eating together, reading in the large Carnegie Reading Room with books and magazines fiom 
the Vancouver Public Library, learning how to use computers or doing research in the Computer Room. 
Others are busy in the Senior's Lounge, Art Gallery, Pottery Room, Dark Room, Weight Room, gym and 
kitchen. 

Sixty f i l l  and part-time employees and over 400 volunteers deliver snacks and hot meals, as well as a 
variety of accessible programs and social activities 7 days a week, 14 hours a day, every cfhy of the year. 
Some of these programs include yoga, badminton, basketball, volleyball, dance, music jams, song groups, 
arts and crafts, pottery, drawing, discussion groups, support groups, films and videos, theatre, bingo, 
computer and writing classes. The Camegie Community Centre Association Volunteer Board provides 
program advice and direction to staff. 

About Dan .... 
As Assistant Director, Dan handles the day-to-day details and operations ofcarnegie Centre as well as 

budgeting staffing, and programming issues. He also helps resolve conflicts that occasionally arise. One 
staff member compares Dan's role to the vice-principal ofa high school because "he makes sure all the 
rules are in place and respected by staff and patrons alike". At the same time, he is recognized for his 
ability to remain objective in an environment wrought with emotion, for his integrity, and for his hirness. 
Staff seek him out when they need help solving difficult or emotional problems because of his ability to 
see complex issues clearly and objectively. 



Dan began his career at the Centre about 17 years ago as a pottery instructor. He would commute by 
bicycle fiom Robert's Creek, on the Sunshine Coast. He then moved to the community, and over the years, 
he moved up through the ranks of the Centre, working in the Kitchen and in Security. In 1993, he became 
Assistant Director of the Centre. 

He is described as someone who continues to develop his management skills, models good management 
practices, and fosters a team-oriented approach to decision-making His staff appreciate the solid direction 
he provides, his ability to involve staff in the process and big picture thinking, his openness in sharing his 
own convictions, and his consistent follow-up on projects. The Director of the Centre, Michael Clague, 
describes him as an uncommon bureaucrat; he provides people with what they need to hear, not necessarily 
what they want to hear, and he does it respectfully. As well, he is a tireless advocate on behalf ofhis staff 
to ensure that they receive the necessary training to succeed in their jobs and serve the membership in the 
best way possible. 
You might get the impression 6om this description that Dan can't leave the office behind when he goes 

home at night. However, his staff view him as a very sensitive and unassuming person who deeply cares 
for people, and as a good example of someone who can balance work and life. His life outside work is full 
oftravel and sailing in a sailboat he built with a friend. He is also involved as a local citizen in the 
Strathcona Community Gardens. 
How has his supervisory style contributed to the success of Camegie Centre? Well, we left the Centre with 

the impression that staff find great meaning and satisfaction in the work that they do. Carnegie Centre is 
truly a living space. The open and honest nature of the staff contributes to its warm and welcoming 
atmosphere. Sensitivity to the community's needs is apparent as soon as you walk through the Centre's 
front doors. Anyone is welcome there; no questions asked. 
All of this would not be possible without dedicated employees and volunteers, but it is obvious that the 

management style of both Michael and Dan provides the direction and support that staff need to run such 
an incredible place. 

It was the Cinquo de Mayo 
Such a small celebration 
And only the size of a dime 
Walking along the dessert . 
Of streets and parking lots 1 
SPIT, just the size of a dime 
A piece of glass or metal 
Shining under the moonlight 
Carrying a small chess board 
With me, wherever I may go The bottoms the size of a dime 
TO find some fiiend to know This maze of life to wander 
Some little creamers for coffee 'lt7s got to be the twilight zone - 

Needing some tire in the day 
Just a little fim the size of a dime 

( Between two fingers can grow 
1 no I'm very confused 
and not in my right state of mind. R 
But you just-wait and see 
It just takes a little "time" 
When a person's mixed up 
and don't no what to do! 
It just takes Loving and Care 
fiom people (like you) 

Dawn Roline 

\ To the length between two hands 
\ With the end of the world here 

Shouting, the IRISH are coming 
The TALIBAN are already here 

I I've been so lonely all this time 
Now has got to be the wedding 
With enough love still left in me 
That is only, the size of a dime. 

I Daniel Rajala 



THE POLITICS OF HEALING 
Bv LOUISA RUSSELL 

Gallery Gachet is located at 88 East Cordova street, 
in the downtown eastside. All our exhibits are free 
and open to the public. We use art as a tool for our 
own sanity. We are just one of the many groups in 
the area that are providing alternatives to main 
stream medicine. 
Named after Vincent van Gogh's homeopathic 

doctor, Paul Gachet, Gallery Gachet provides exhib- 
ition opportunities for people who have been in the 
mental health system and who are survivors of abuse 

We provide opportunities for volunteer members to 
submit their artwork for exhibitions and perform- 
ances, spoken word and poetry. We also give access 
to studio space which includes a hlly-equipped 
framing and wood workshop, as well as a pottery 
studio (with wheel and kiln). 
We would like to invite you to join us in an evening 
of discussion on Thursday June 13', 7pm about the 
'Politics of Healing'. Most of us are not all that sick 
and crazy but knowlfeel that the world is pretty 
messed up. In order to feel better we need to change 
the world, not ourselves (this does not include 
Gordon Campbell of course!) We are not so much 
depressed as we are oppressed - so if we change 
the physical conditions of our lives such as getting 
decent food, sleeping well, having fiiends and 
money to spend then we will feel better. 
Once those needs are met then we might want to 

think about therapy. There will be an alternative art 
therapist here on the night who will be speaking 
about what she does, and demonstrating an activity 
that we can all try out. 

MENTAL HEALTH ACTIVIST Cindy Lou 
Gri 5 t h  explores her personallpol itical response to 
her father's 30 or more incarcerations to Riverview 
Hospital in her short film. The documentary 
uncovers the Psychiatric Survivor Movement in 
Vancouver and the activists therein. Griffith is a 
graduate of the Emily Carr Institute of Art and 
Design; she is currently on the board of directors of 
the Vancouver Richmond Mental Health Network 
Society and has organized with Mad Pride and 
Madness 10 1.  
ARTIST Diatle Jacobs is a mixed media artist 
working through the ideas of what is considered art 
and what is therapy? Diane's current solo show, 
"Thanatos" depicts work fiom art therapy sessions 
and a video of the creation of the work set against 
the backdrop of her "finished" art works. 
ART THERAPIST Rebecca Christofferson has a 
BFA from Emily Carr institute of Art and design and 
a diploma from the Vancouver Art Therapy institute. 
Rebecca's practice includes adult artists with mental 
illness; youth in jail and on the streets as well as self 
care workshops for mental health practitioners. She 
will engage us in a participatory activity of art 
therapy and discuss how she works. 

Thursday June 13-, 7pm 11 Donations $ 0 - 1 0  Proceeds go to Gallery Gaehet I I 

1~70-1641 Commercial Dr., VSL 3Y3 
Phone: ~ 5 - 0 7 9 0  Fax: ns -08 th  

OHice hours: Tuesday-Friday porn-qpm 



ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 

2002 DONATIONS Libby D.-$8 1 
Sam R.-$20 Eve E.-$18 Nancy H.$50 
Margaret D.-$22 Sabitri G.$22 
Pam C.-$9 Val A.$18 Wm B-$27 
Harold D.-$9 Mary C-$18 Paula R-$ 

DOWNTOWN STD CLINIC - 219 Main; Monday to Friday, loam - 6pm 
EASTSIDE NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main; 8:30am - 8pm every day 
YOUTH NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3 Routes: 

- 5:45pm - l l:45prn 
Overnight - I2:30trm - 8:30am 

Downtown Eastside - 5:30pm - I:30am 

;35 
Rolf A.-$75 Bruce J.-$18 Peggy 4 2 5  
Kettle -$I8 Sonya S 'Inn RPTw - 
Bill G.-$100 we; K.-$36 Charley B-$25 
DEYAS-$125 RayCam-$25 LSS$200 
John S$36 PaWy -$75 Sarah E.-$10 
The Edge -$200 Celeste W.-$10 
Jo's Mom -$25 Charles F.410 
Mennonite CC -$60 Rosemary 2.440 
Joanna N.-$40 Jenny K . 4  18 
Charlotte F.-$20 Nancy C.-$50 
Debbie 4 2 0  

THE NEWSLETTER IS A PllBLlCATlON OF THE 
CARNECIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION. ~ ~- . .-- .. - -. - - .- 

Articles represent the views of individual 
rootribuion and not oftbe Association. 

Submission Deadline - . - -~ - - - -  - 

I for next issue: 
Tuesday, June 11 I 

Welfare problems; 
Landlord disputes; 

" Housing problems; 

has been serving the Downtown Eastside 



What's The Background To 
The Israel/Palestine Nightmare? - Part 4 

Professor Yeshayahu Leibowitz, a philosopher and 
biochemist at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
was 87 years old when Jim Douglass, a church 
minister and peace activist, met him in 1989. 
Leibowitz was considered to be the successor to the 
world-famous Jewish philosopher, Martin Buber. 
Concerning the Six Day War in 1967, Leibowitz 

said that the lsraeli army should have used a seventh 
day (the Sabbath) to withdraw fiom the territories it 
had just occupied. He thought military occupation of 
Palestinian lands was turning Israelis into jailers, 
and he said that there was only one kind of security - 
a true peace between neighbours. 
"As for the 'religious' arguments for the annexation 

ofthe territories, they are nothing but sham and 
unconscious (or even conscious) hypocrisy, making 
Jewish faith a cover-up for Israeli nationalism," 
Professor Leibowitz said. (1) 
When Jim Douglass was in lsrael in 1989, an Israeli 
soldier told him that less than half the army agreed 
with the oppression of the Palestinians, and that 
there were soldiers who refksed to serve in the 
Occupied Territories. (2) Today, in May, 2002, be- 
tween 300 to 400 lsraeli army officers and soldiers 
are refusing to serve in the Occupied Territories. 
One nineteen year old student, Matan Kaminer, and 
6 1 other students, have refksed to serve in the army. 
"The government's policy has gotten to a point 
where it is criminal," Kaminer said. "It's endanger- 
ing the lives of everyone, of Palestinians and of 
Jews. We aren't more secure.(Prime Minister Ariel) 
Sharon's policies have only led to more violence and 
more deaths. The only way it's going to stop is if 
lsrael gets out of the territories." (3) 
Who is Prime Minister Ariel Sharon? In 1953, he 

was head of the notorious Unit # 101 of the Israeli 
army. In October, 1953, an lsraeli force involving 
Unit #I01 attacked, without warning, the West Bank 
village of Qibya, and blew up thirty houses. Over 
fifty Palestinian children, women and men were 
killed. (4) Sharon was also involved in the massacre 
of Palestinian refkgees in Lebanon. Rabbi Michael 
Lerner has said, "By standards now being applied in 
Kosovo and Serbia. Ariel Sharon should have been 
brought to trial for war crimes." ( 5 )  

Behind fortress lsrael lies the American Empire 
with its insatiable quest for oil and profit. President 
Bush, and many of the men in his cabinet, are people 
who have held high positions in the oil industry. A 
fortress in the Middle East is to their advantage. 
Since 1967, lsrael has received $92 billion in aid 
from the United States. One quarter of U.S. foreign 
aid goes to Israel, the 14th wealthiest country in the 
world. But guns, attack helicopters, and nuclear 
weapons will never bring peace to the Middle East. 
Only justice, as taught by the prophets, will bring 
peace there. George Bush's war on terrorism in the 
name of the American Empire won't bring world 
peace. Ariel Sharon may not know that, but a 
majority of Israelis and Palestinians know it. 

For years the "Women in Black" have held a silent 
hour-long vigil every Friday afternoon at a busy 
Jerusalem intersection. They carry signs that say, 
"End The Occupation." Most of the women are 
Jewish Israelis. Some are Arab citizens of lsrael. 
Today these vigils are being held in other cities 
around the world. There is a growing, global move- 
ment for peace and justice between the Israelis and 
Palestinians, and the recognition of a Palestinian 
state. Steps in this direction would include the 
withdrawal ofthe lsraeli army from the Occupied 
Territories and, perhaps, the presence of a UN peace 
keeping force. As the young student, Matan Kaminer 
has said, "There's an unjust war being waged 
against Palestinians, and they are responding from 
poverty, hunger and desperation. If we want the 
violence to stop, we have to end the unjust war." (6) 

"Who will write a poem 
in the time of the wind and the atom 
a poem to make prophets?" 



These are the words of Mahmoud Darwish, a 
Palestinian poet. The wind refers to the winds of 
war, and the atom to the atomic bomb. The poet 
calls for a return of the prophetic tradition - that 
great gill from Judaism to her daughters, 
Christianity and Islam. 

Sandy Cameron 
( I )  The Nonviolent Coming of God. by James Douglass. 
Orbis Rooks. 199 1. p.202. 
(2) Ibid: p.192. 
(3 )  "Why One Israeli Won't Serve In The Army," by Rachel 
Giese. The Toronto Star. March 14. 2002. 
(4) Publish It Not -The Middle 13ast Cover-Up. by Michael 
Adams & Christopher Mayhew. Longman, London. 1976. 
p. 159. 
( 5 )  "Could Christians and Jews speak more truth to power?" 
Catholic New Times. November 18. 2001. 
(6) "Why One Israeli Won't Serve in The Army," by Rachel 
Giese. The Toronto Star. March 14. 2002. 

Seniors Raise Olympic Issues 
The lmpact of the Olympics on Community Coali- 

tion and Seniors Network BC held a joint press 
conference on May 29 at the Downtown Eastside 
Seniors Centre to raise concerns about escalating 
costs of the Olympic Bid. Earlier this week, the 
International Olympic Committee announced that 
bid cities would have to pay an additional $500,000 
US to continue in the process after they are short- 
listed. This is in addition to the $100,000 US they 
will submit as part oftheir mini bid book due at the 
end of the month. 

'Before you had to pay off the undemocratic and 
ethically dubious International Olympic Committee 
under the table to have a realistic chance at winning 
the Games.. now everyone just has to pay up front. 
This is clearly a questionable expenditure of taxpay- 
ers' money when hospitals are closing and rural BC 
is reeling from the softwood lumber dispute," said 
Am Johal. Chair of the lmpact of the Olympics on 
Community Coalition. 

The I.O.C. Coalition consists ofthe Society Promo- 
ting Environmental Conservation, Better Environ- 
mentally Sound Transportation, the Tenants Rights 
Action Coalition, the Westend Residents Associa- 
tion. the Southeast False Creek Working Group, the 
Simon Fraser Student Society and Compensation 
and Accountability for Soaked Homeowners as well 
as many academics and individuals. 

"As Seniors are reeling from cuts to social programs 
and health care, h6sting the Olympic Games could 
cost billions of dollars in infrastructure and sports 
palaces like speedskating ovals and huge tracks" 
said Ellen Woodsworth, a spokesperson for Seniors 
Network BC. 

Joining them at the press conference were Linda 
Mix from the Tenants Rights Action Coalition who 
raised concerns about tenant evictions that could 
result from hosting the Olympic Games and Dr. 
Helen Jefferson Lensky, author and professor at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the 
University of Toronto. 

Dr. Lenskyj is an expert on the Olympics industry, 
sport culture, and the environment. Her recent books 
- Inside the Olympic Industry and the The Best 
Olympics Ever? - look critically at the social, 
economic, political and environmental impact of 
hosting an Olympic Games. 

To get involved, contact: 
-Am Johal, Chair, lmpact of the Olympics on 
Community Coalition Phone: (604) 408-27 14 
-Ellen Woodsworth, Seniors Network BC 

Phone: (604) 684-8 17 1 
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