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A N  OI'EN 1,E'l'l'f:R 1'0 f3Rl'l'lStI CO1,IJMRIANS: A 
COAIJTION '1.0 WIN THE 2005 ELECTION 

We live in an extremely wealthy and beautiful 
province, rich in natural beauty, wildlife, minerals. 
lish, trees and talented people. I'here's enough for 
everyone to have a decent, healthy and fillfilling life. 
Yet we are in danger of losing much of what we 
have. 
After winning an election by promising a "New Era" 
the IK 1,iberals have proceeded to close seniors' 
facilities, hospitals, schwls, welfare oflices, court- 
houses and forestry offices. They have cut services, 
broken contracts. rewritten labour 11d environmental 
codes, and eliminated the Iluman Rights C'ommiss- 
ion. Now they are in the process of privatizing parts 
of I3C I lydro. 

The response to the government's agenda has been 
clear and powerful. Tens of thousands of British 
<'olumbians have acted on their anger, their frustra- 
tion and their concern for one another. In virtually 
every city and town in the province, from Victoria to 
Vanderhwf, from Penticton to Prince George. 
people have been building coalitions to advocate for 
a better British Columbia. 
'l'he:,e aren't just reactions to niassive cuts in service. 
Thry reflect our belief in community responsibility 
and our rejection of the values that motivate the cuts. 
The government's program is an attempt to profoun- 
dly and permanently change the lives of the people 
ofl3ritish Columbia. It's an attack on community in 
f'avour of private corporations. The growing popular 
resistance across the province is a reaffirmation of 
the values I3ritish Columbians have held for decades 
Across the province people are asking: Where do 

we go from here? Certainly British Columbians will 
continue to engage in all kinds of demonstrations 
and community actions. Rut we also need to make 
sure the government isn't re-elected. The polls show 
clearly that the people of HC oppose the extremist 
policies being implemented by the HC Liberals. 
We need to start now to ensure a new government is 
elected and that the progressive vote is not split. We 
need a way to express our unity in 2005. 
That's why we have to discuss a provincial electoral 

coalition even more inclusive than the community 
coalitions taking shape today across our province - 

an electoral coalition based on the fundamental 
belief that we share responsibility fix one another 
and that together we can make the needed changes. 

We need to invite people from diverse fjith com- 
munities, First Nations, women, seniors, students. 
rural and small town residents, environmcntalists, 
advocates, volunteers, union members, other work- 
ers and young people who understand the effects of 
globalization, to be part of this strategy. 
Thousands of' Rritish Columbians who voted for the 
1,iberals but are today appalled by where they are 
taking our province should be invited to participate. 
The strategy should include the New Ikmwratic 
Party and the Green Party and Rritish C'olumbians 
who have never been involved in electoral politics 
before. 
Such a coalition would need to reflect a broad set of' 

guiding principles, the common ground we share, 
leaving room for discussion and diversity. Of' course 
the development of these principles must be the 
work of all those who become involved. But here are 
some tentative ideas of what a coalition might call 
for: 
. increased support and resources for public health 
care and public education 
. a sustainable, diversified economic strategy 
. levels of social assistance and publicly-fi~nded. 
community-based supports and services that provide 
security. dignity and inclusion for all 
. public services that are accountable to and tneet 
community interests and needs 
. a healthy and sustainable environment. 
- recognition ofthe rights of Aboriginal people 
. the right of workers to participate in free collective 
bargaining and have negotiated contracts honoured 
. a system of proportional representation 



We arc not calling for a ncw political party. We're 
not asking for the NDI' or the Greens to step aside or 
park their own programs. But the people o f  Hritish 
Columbia cannot afford to split the vote against the 
Liberals in 2005. We must find a way to work 
together to build our province. 
This i s  a challenging and uniqire idea. What makes 

us optimistic, however, i s  the widespread understan- 
ding o f  the need for such a coalition. I t  has the 
potential to unite British Columbians from various 
walks o f  life who are determined to protect every- 
thing the current government has put at risk. 

Many complex questions present themselves - the 
kinds o f  questions that can only be answered as 
thousands o f  British Columbians in scores ofcom- 
munities across our province build the movement to 
defeat the 1,ikrals in the next election. For now, the 
task is to begin the conversation, to start discussing 
these ideas seriously. in homes, at workplaces arid 
places o f  worship, in our clubs and community org- 
anizations, in every coalitiori and organization that i s  
resisting the government's actions. 
This process docsn't belong to any individual or 

organization, but it had to start somewhere. We hope 
that everyone who gets a copy o f  this letter will pass 
it on to friends and neighburs and begin the 
conversation that can kcorne a movement. 

This is a work in progress. We hope i t  will lead to a 
large provincial meeting some time in the not-too- 
distant future. Rut for now most ofthe tasks to be 
done are at the Iwa l  level. We need to begin the 
difficult work now to make sure we win the 2005 
election. 
If you are interested in the idea described above, or 

if yotr would like to participate in the discussion, we 
ask you to do three things: 

I. Add your name to this statement. If you agree 

2. Send this statement to anyone you know who 
might be interested. Bounce it to your e-mail l i \t\. 
Take it with you to your community organimt~ori\, 
to social events, to your classmates and workmate\. 
to your union meeting, to your NI)I' or (ireen I'art) 
meeting, to your yoga class or your theatre group o r  
your volleyball game. 

3. Convene a meeting in your community to dl\cu\~, 
the ideas and questions in this statement. Invite I(K;I 
NIX' and Green members and leaders. and people 
who are neither NDPers or (ireens. 1 x 1  u\ krrou 
what happens. 

Signed by, (Organizational affiliations for idcr~t I liu 
lion purposes only.) 

Lisa Barrett, Mayor of Bowen Island 
Marion Best. Naramata 
David R. Boyd, environmental lawyer and prote\\or. 
f'ender Island 
David Chudnovsky, past president, British ('olun~b~a 
Teachers' Federation, Vancouver 
David Coles, Vice-President. Western Keg ion. ( '~IIIIII 

unications, Energy and Paperworkers (inion, Var~. 

Murray Dobbin, Council of ('anadians, Vancouver 
Patty Ducharme, Regional 1;xecutive Vicc-llrc\ldcrit 
(HC), Public Service Alliance ofC'anada 
Claire Kujundzic, artist and hunger-striker. Well\ 
Dr. Gabor Mate. physician, Vancouver 
Ellie O'Day, past chair, Alliance for Art\ and ('ulturt 
Vancouver 
Robert Smith, former moderator, Ilnited ('hurclt ot 

('anada, Sunshine Coast 
Ben Swankey, executive board member. Senior\' Net- 
work o f  BC, Hurnaby 
Jean Swanson, Anti-Poverty Activist. Vancouver 

with the idea o f  a united electoral coalition, vislt 
h~ : / /www.coaf i io t i fo r~&g to add your name to 
the lkt.  You can also email your name and address 
to inti)(rr>coalitionforkg or FAX 604-873- 1036. 
We'll keep you informed o f  developments as thi\ 
movement grows. 

OIL.. 

Nobody's Perfect Parenting program 
~t is on ,j-hursday kom O : ~ O  12 
Starting f:eb.6 and running h r  h week\ at 

St rathcona C'ommunity ('enter 
To be involved you must pre-register. 
Call Brenda or  (iaye at ('rabtree ('orner 

689-2808 



N o  mercy jiw those with zero power 
7 - 

Imkily for (ieorge W. Oush, tie never had to rely 
on Ontario's welfare system. 

Ifever anyone has been given a second chance, i t  is 
the \ J.S. president, who managed to attain his current 
office despite a revelation, just prior to the election, 
that he had previously been convicted of drunk 
driving. [See Gordic*! (und.vorr though/ ?r)u HIPW l i k ~  
Ahrc~hurn Lincoln. ..)I 

Right-wing media pundits rushed to point out that 
[his shouldn't deter Americans from voting for Rush 
because he had since given up drinking - as if the 
issue wasn't his callous, irresponsible behaviour but 
whether, as president. his driving would pose a 

types out there flagrantly throwing around $ 1  8 a 
danger to the nation's highways. 

Bush also went missing while enlisted in the 
National Guard during the Vietnam War. The media 
decided not to make an issue out of his prolonged 
absence, even though, technically speaking, i t  left 
him open to the charge of desertion (a crime that, 
during war time. can be punishable by death in 
the {I.S.) 
Horn into a wealthy, well-connected family. Rush is 

walking proof that, with sufficient resources, no 
intellectual or character deficiency need be an 
obstacle. 
13ush's patrician, sheltered life is about as far as one 

can get from the harsh, deprived world in which 
Kimberly Rogers lived and died. As we saw last 
week, that's a world where there are no second 
chances. Rogers apparently committed suicide i n  her 
sweltering Sudbury apartment, where she was under 
house arrest after being found guilty of welfare fraud 

fk r  crime was that she collected welfare benefits 
while also receiving a student loan. (She had just 
graduated with honours in stxial work at Cambrian 
C'ollegc.) Originally her welfare benefits had been 
cut off' for three months but, because she was 
pregnant, a court ordered them temporarily restored. 

At the time of her death, the amount of her fraud 
was being deducted from her welfare payments, 
leaving her, aRer rent, with $18 a month to live on. 
I Sthis strikes you as pretty sofl treatment, you'll k 
pleased to know that the Ontario government has 
since tightened the rules considerably. In April 2000, 
it introduced a zero-tolerance lifetime ban for 
anyone caught defrauding the welfare system for anv 

month. 
Now let's just state clearly that what Rogers did was 

wrong. 13ut on n scale of 1 to 10, in terms of abusing 
the system, I'd give it a b u t  a 2. She was, afier all, 
just trying to get an education, and wasn't endanger- 
ing anyone by, for instance, driving drunk. [!!] 
It seems less offensive than the well-known practice 

of many business and professional people who 
routinely deduct part of'the cost oftheir personal 
entertainment from their taxes. This fbrces the rest 
of us to pay more tax, so we end up subsidizing their 
ofien-extravagant private outings to expensive 
restaurants and sports events. And not so they can 
get an education. 

As Osgcxxle Hall tax professor Neil Rrmks once 
observed: "I'd bet more fraud takes place on any 
given night at the SkyI>ome than at all the welfare 
offices in Ontario." 
And when prominent people are caught ripping ofT 

the public purse in one way or another, they're rarely 
subject to lifetime punishments. 

Environment Minister Chris Stockwell was forced 
earlier this year to repay $3,000 tbr fimi and liquor 
that he and his staff inappropriately billed to their 
government expense accounts - but he's still in the 
cabinet. 

Rut the most desperate, powerless members of 
society are held to a. higher standard. From the 
beginning, this Conservative government has shown 
no mercy for the poor. Almost before Mike tlnrris 
located the washroom in the premier's office, he 
slashed welfare benefits by 22 per cent - thereby 



abruptly stripping the province's poorest citizens of 
one-fifth of their incomes. 
The Rogers inquest has been the first meaningful 
examination o f  what the Tories have done to the 
welfare system. And after eight weeks oftestimony, 
the jury came back with the recommendation that 
there should be no lifetime welfare bans, that cases 
should be dealt with individually. 
But the government was ready; it quickly moved to 

smash any hope there might be a moment o f  retlect- 
ion on the subject by those who make decisions with 
life and death consequences for the most helpless 
members o f  society. Before the afternoon was out, 
Social Services Minister Brenda Elliott outright 
rejected the jury's recommendation. 
So it's clear - second chances will remain the pres- 

erve o f  the privileged, zero tolerance the fate o f  
those with zero power. 

By LINDA MCQUAIG 

The Chinese New Year in Chinatown 

There are three traditional, important festivals in 
China; one o f  them is Chinese Lunar New Year. 
When this festival is on every year, all Chinese have 
to hold a ceremony which is celebrated everywhere 
throughout China and also in the Chinatowns of 
some other countries. The Chinatown in Vancouver 
is no exception: I t  also holds a celebration o f  
Chinese New Year. On the eve of the New Year, the 
Chinese here celebrate the same as in China, because 

the festival i s  a family get-together. Al l  members ot 
the family long to return home for the celebration. 
They sit at a round table for dinner. After the dinner. 
the eldest person gives lucky, money-filled red 
envelopes to the youngest ones. This aims at family 
reunion. 

In addition. the 5"' day of the first moon is believed 
to be the God of Fortune's birthday. It i s  said that on 
this day he brings a bag o f  fortune to Earth to spread 
around. At that time, the merchants and those who 
live in Chinatown hang vegetables and lucky money 
in red envelopes on the top o f  their gates. They light 
off firecrackers and bottle rockets. Their purpose i s  
not only to attract the God's attention but also to 
welcome the lion dancers coming in front of their 
gates. The lucky money and vegetables are taken by 
the lion dancers. The merchants feel very happy 
because it will bring prosperity to their business. In 
short, because the custom ofChinese New Year has 
changed only a little, we still enjoy it. 

By Shang 1,iao 

(*Editor's nole: Shang wrote this in 1992 while att- 
ending a Social Studies course at Vancouver ('ornni- 
unity College. They were impressed with it and 
included the article in subsequent course textbocks. 
Shang i s  still involved and attending classes to 
expand his abilities with English.. tle is 87.) 



The Homeless 
A stack of'papers like 
Wings fallen off angels 
Sit on an old wotd desk 
With so much history 
The crallsman that used 
Special wocd fiom trees 
In (iods care for centuries 
Strong metal tile cabinets 
I,ike giant robots, modem 
Day warners protecting 
'lhe important documents 
I:rom all of the abuse of 
A careless new generation 
Wiat lives so dangerously 
The hard core drug addicts 
Who never got much love 
And are homeless sleeping 
In beds in a dormitory of 
'l'he Catholic Charities and 
('ouldn't help but notice how 
Ikautiful their feet were and 
All of them, God's children. 

Daniel Rajala 

True Love 

She frog-marches past 
my outdoor pseudo-cafe 

tahle. 
I Ier smile is exactly like a 

spasm 
ofone  miserthin tightlipped 

m o ~ ~ t  h . 
My ice-cold cold mug of 

beer 
smiles a frothy smile back 

at her! 
Ijut its smile is inlinitely 

Pressure to become, to change 
l'ressure to join. to be with you 
I will stay but out of your range 
I d o  not want to exactly be reviewed. 

It's no  always easy to be for real 
Although you can often get on a run 
It depends on the day and how I feel 
'l'hen it'd happen: I could be shunned 

Take a second to ponder, a minute to decide 
Sself-analysis - does something seem amiss'? 
Gaze off yonder; are you tearful, have you cried'? 
Is it turmoil you envision, love or just bliss? 

C'ut th decklroll th dicelpush th button if you wish 
Solve th puzzlelanswer th riddle if you like 
r>ream a dreamlkiss th frog something's amiss 
If it's our destiny then lightning will strike. 

You  are a woman and out of your time 
For the record I love you and cannot d o  without 
If you can, think of me once in awhile --so fine 
1 can't bcar to he alone, just me and my doubts. 

Kobyn Livingstone 

more 
Al,lVE! 

john alan douglas 

i want to live 
i want to feel 
no  drowning in sorrow 
day by day 
getting colder 
made up my mind 
i'll keep it up 
to cheat the grave 
intoxicated 
infatuated 
emotions coming apart 
n o  more waiting 
breaking the silence 

captivating 
simple and true 
alone 
on the highway 
dead or alive 
out of luck 
no woman to love 

Limpet Mine 

My poetry is 
a limpet mine 
placed on wall of 
your complacency 
as you sit glued to 
glassy plastic monitor 
of conipi~torlinternyet 
tv screen video game 
or brain Rotting 
ubiquitous cellphone 
my verse will 
implode explode 
import export 
your closed 
la7iness of 
spirit mind 
intellect & 
cattle prcd 
(moo to I 1  lisette!) 
you out somewhere 

anywhere 
into the real life 
of streets alleys 
sidewalk neon gutters 
so that 
before you pass 
back into s u b  
media sterility 
you MAY have 
tasted 

seen 
felt 

been . . . 

Fi charles fortin 



News from the Library H q p y  Nett* }'cur 
10 d l  o w  p i ~ r o t ~ s ,  jkotn fhc /.ibrut;l9 .YILJ[/ 

New Titles received 
I lcspgus sgrjtx<!f'classics has becn purchased. This . -- 

is a new series ofworks little known in the lkglish 
language. 'I'hcse are short significant works each 
around 100 pages in length and establish a dialogue 
between ancient and niodern in that the subjects are 
still topical. 'l'hey include works by (;ogol, Tola. 
davinci among others. We hope you enjoy these. 
Poor People by Fydor Dostovesky: Call#891.73 dos 
Written as a series of letters by an author considered 
by rnany as being one ofthe greatest prose writers of 
all tirnes, this is 1)osttwvsky's tirst original work. I t  
is not a happy story and may upset sensibilities but 
then perhaps the subject warrants this. 
Last Day of a Condemned Man by Victor t lugo: 
('all # 843 hug 
Another of the Hesperus Series this profound and 
moving tale was deeply shocking in its time. liugo 
was a leading tigure of the Romantic movement in 
France and like his other works this is an important 
piece of social commentary. 
What's Left Us by Aislinn llunter: Call#823hun 
'l'he short stories and novella by tiunter show why 
she is acclaimed as one ofthe brightest talents in 
l3.C ttxiay. Some of tales have grcat whimsical 
moments and others catch the poignancy of'love and 
loss with unlbrgettable detail. Stories are set in 
Ireland, lmndon, Vancouver and Ontario.(ps. Ai.vlint? 
is uf0rwwr s~u~fttrc~rnher c ! f  I.'l'L 
Atonenlent by la11 Mcf!wan ('all # 823.9 McE. 
I'his haunting novel. nominated ti)r the 13ooker is 
tinally i n  paperback and has becomc an International 
hcstsellcr. Its depiction of childhocxl. war and class 
in llngland is enthralling and most readers finds its 
depiction ofthe di tliculty of absolution 
penetratingly crafted. 
Thriving after Breast Cancer by Sherry 1.ek.d 
Ihvis ('all # 616.90 day 
I'his work Iiighlights important esercises for a 
healthy recovery afier breast cancer. Written by a 
breast cancer survivor and her two physician 
brothers it  has becn rcconlmended as groundbreak- 
irig therapy by many in the health field. 
('hanging Ones by Will Roscoe. ('all# 305.3 ros 
<'hanging Ones challenges many assumptions about 
tile niltitre o f 'hun~ar~  sexual and gendcr diversit). In 
place of stereotypes of hyper nlasculine warriors and 

submissive women. this work describes irrdividual, 7 
with co~nplex sexual and gender identities plaj1r1~ 
key roles in their tribes,. Roscw's t x u k  i4 a IibeIy, 
readable account of the presence of'pcople i r l  riatt~i. 
North America whose gcrldcr iderrtitics do rrot fit 
into neat categories as dctincd bq al~tliropologi\t~ 
Roscoe ir~cludes well-docunlentcd depictions 01 rl~c 
lives of individuals such as t lastiin Klah. a prolific 
Dine artist who collaborated in the fi)urrdirlg of t11c 
Wheelwright Museum. and I u e n .  a \hilled uarrior 
woman who Sought with (ieronirno 

Mary AJln ('antillol~ ('arnegic I-ihraria~r 

Comments? 
Concerns? 

Contact 
Jenny 

Wai C'hing 
Kwan, MLA 

Working f i r  You 
1070-1641 <'omrnerrial Dr. VSL 3 )  3 

Phone: 775-0790 k ax: 775-0881 
Office h u m :  Tuesday-) riday. 9am-4pm 

. - - - - - m - - - - - - -  

I The Ihwntown Eastside Neighbourhood I 
I Safety Office Is Moving!! I 
I The Safety Office is moving from 12 East I 
I Hastings to 47 West Cordova on DecRrnberl8. 1 
I Due to the move, office set up and Christmas I 

Holidays we will not reopen until January 6th. 
I Our phone number will remain 604-687-1772. I 
I 

We would like to thank D t K A  and f 3 . ( '  tlouvng for I 
1 giving us a home for the past seven and a hall years 1 

I We would also like to thank [he Portlarid Ilotcl I 

I Society for providing us with a home to go lo! I 
Happy Holidays and see you in fhr New Yew! ' 

1 1 1 - 1 1 1 - - - - - - -  



Why you should apply for 
Canada Pension Plan Disabilitv Benefits 

*( Jnlikc provincial disability benefits. Canada 
I'cnsion Plan (CI'I') disability benefits is not asset 
tested, and there is no limit to the personal assets 
you can have; 
Receiving income from other sources (with the pas- 

exception of employment income) will not dis- 
- 

ql~alify you from receiving (:PI' disability benefits; 
Unlike provincial disability betlefits. yo11 will keep 
your C.1'1' disahility benefits ifyo11 become involved 
in a dependent relationship - e.g. if you get married; 
Most - people receiving disability benefits will still 
get a t~p -up  from the Ministry. This means that you 
will not lose your medical coverage and annual bus 
pass when you qualify for CPP disability henefits; 
You do not have to ap& for CPP early retirement 
knelits at age 60 if you are already receiving (:PI' 
disability; 
You - -_ can _ attend school or perform volunteer work 
without jeopardizing your ('1'1' disability benefits; 
1 fyp l l  move to another province. your CPI' disability 
-.- 

benefits go with you; 
Although ~pl ' . incomcktaxab~e, recipients can 
apply for the disability tx credit from Canada 
('ustoms and Revenue Agency. 

**('ontact Advocacy Access fix information ahout 
('1'1' disability benefits and for one-on-one 
a\.;istance with applications, appeals and tribunals. 

Local calls: 604-872-1278 

Advocacy Access is a core program of the BC 
Coalition of People with Disabilities. 

The 1,ast thing: Sosan is saying that language is 
possible if time is; Innguagc is the same gc>s/trl/ as 
time. 'l'hat's why language has three tenses - past, 
preent, future -just like time. 
I anguage is tirne, is divided into the sarnc categories 
as time, and life is beyond. I,ife is not past. Where is 
past'? You cannot find it. 
Sosan is right. tic says: Neither past nor future nor 
present: he is saying there is no tirne. And the whole 
language depends on time, on past, present. future. 
Language is a creation of the mind. 
Time i s  also a creation of  the mind  

-submitted by Videha 

23 and countinqI!! 
On Monday January 20" we will he celebrating the 
23"' anniversary of ('arnegie Community Centre. 
The New Year also brings the 100th Anniversary of 
the Carnegie Building. The year is an opportunity to 
celebrate the history o f a  remarkable public building. 
and a remarkable community. 

The 23"' Anniversary will feature a presentation of 
the 100th Anniversary Events, Music. 1)rum ('erem- 
onies, the 1 5Ih Anniversary of the Cultural Sharing 
I'rogram and a presentation of the ('arnegie I3utton 
Rlanket. There will be I3nsketball (ianies, Photo Ex- 
hibits, I lome Movies, and an Evening Dance. There 
will also he some special guests and familiar faces. 
The Community Play will he a big event this year. 

and there will he many events to take part in before 
the performance in November of2003. On .lanuary 
20'" we will be presenting a phoenix and puppet 
building workshop with Karen Wong and Zhong- 
x i  W u  (and anyone who wants can help), and the 
community play writers will he in attendance to 
gather stories, and folklore ahout ('arnegie and the 
Downtown Ihstside. The play is about our 
community. our stories, and everyone's 
is essential to make the play the process, and our 
anniversary year a success. 'l'his year is a chance to 
dance. create. play, make noise, make an impst.  get 
good press, show that we are more and if nothing 
else ... have a good time! 



The Downtown Eastside 9 

Cliinatoun*<iastowi*l lastings and Main*Japantown*Kumkunialay*l,uk'luk'i*Stratticona* Victory Square 
Community Plu-v 

.hiti us it1 muking (1 ncwpluy,fOr utduhour rhr 1)ou~nrorrw kkrsid~>! The Carnegie ('enter and Strathcona'\ 
Vancouver Moving Theatre are joining forces -with a host of other downtown eastside organizations, art14t\ and 
just plain tblhs - to create a comnlunity play about the whole doumtow eastside. It's planrled as part of 
karnegie's 100'" Anniversary celebration. 

Whur is u community p l q  :' 
A community play involves as many people as possible and a small group o f  expericnccd theatre artkts w r k ~ r i y  
together to create a work o f  art that expresses our community. 

Whur will rhu plus he ahout' 
Our play wil l  celebrate the downtown eastside's history and peoples. its struggles and triumphs and its culture\ 
and art forms. The play wi l l  btt specially \b~itten t'or us. with your help, by a team ofwriters u h o  wi4 i  to hear 
your concerns and interests. I fyou've heard any interesting funny and amazing stories. Ict us know! 

Iiow big nil1 ir he u td  who n~ill he purficipufing'' 
Huge! There are 16,000 people in the downtown eastside. but we're going fbr 150 pcrtormers. We want you to 
be one ol ' thcn~ or one ol'liundreds of people involved backstage and in buildirlg the stion. So conic out lo act. 
sing, dance, build sets, make costumes and be part of the play. 

('un (join in I / .  l 'ye ncwr U C I L ~  

Yes, it's your play! I f  you've ever had a secret yen to be involved in theatre. this is your golden opporturilt\ 
There's an opportunity for every interest, age and background. 

When W N  11 h p p ~ w  ' 
f'erlbr~nanccs ~ $ 1 1 1  be in  Novcmkr ,  2003. During the year, lots ol 'wrhshops and spec~al c\crlt\ UIII he Iicld 
Rehearsals and building begin in  September. 3003 

Who ure rhc urlrsl.s 1' 
We're happy to announce that we've found a wonderful director (and co-writer) in Jinlrny I ait, who worked or1 
a big community play for the folks in Enderby, H.C. I le  brings with him tons o f  experience. enthu\iasni and a 
great sense of humour. The rest ot'the eel-writing team includes Savannah Walling ( 2 5  years in the I )  I f .5) .  
Adrienne Wong (artist in residence at the Fire I la l l  Arts C'cntre) and Renae Morriseau (first nation\ docur~icrlr 
ary f i lm maker. actress). Marina S;ri.jarto ( I  3 years in the [)'I [IS) wil l  design costumes, props, puppet\ and w t  

Who will hcw;/ir" 
A l l  o f  us! I'cwple wil l  share their memories and shills, discover new talents and bring old ones to light, n iw t  
new people, learn new things, have lots o f  fin. The play wi l l  express to the outside world our concern and love 

ti)r tI1e downtown eastside. our respect fbr its people and our pride in its history and culture 

lf'lro do I lidh 10:' 

Sava~l~lah Kika 
Messages 604-254-96 11 or thunter(@axion.net 604-665-3003 

Vancouver Moving l'heatre C'arnegie 
P.O. Llox 88270, Vancouver V6A 4A4 
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SOMETHING FISH K.. 

THE GOSSELIN DECISION: 
(hnudu's Supreme C'ourt is out oftouch with 
economic, environmental and poverty realties. 

The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled on the 
Gosselin 'welfare' rights case. And it would seem 
that Chief Justice Beverly McLachlin believes we 
could end poverty and all peoples' dependence on 
welfare income if people like Louise Gosselin 
would only learn a skill such as fishing. 

The Gosselin case challenged a 1984 social assist- 
ance regulation by the government of Quebec which 
reduced people between the ages of 18 and 30 
welfare benefits from the bare subsistence level of 
around $466 a month to about one-third of that 
-- $170 a month. 

In a newspaper article, journalist Janice Tibbetts 
writes: "Gosselin said she was forced to rely on 
shelters and soup kitchens because her benefits were 
cut to $163 per month." 
(Sue "('oltrl's weifure ruling worth billions in tuxes, " 
by Janice Tihhetts, Sourhum Newspapers, Times 
Colonist, Victoria, BC, Dec. 20, 2002 puge A3.) 

Many people continue to believe that poor people 
are 'poor' because they lack job skills. And in decid- 
ing against Louise Gosselin, the Supreme Court used 
the old Chinese proverb: 
'Give a man a fish and feed him for a day. Teach him 
how to fish and you feed him for a life-time." 

t lowever, Meryl Williams, director-general of the 
WorldFish Center states: 
" THE WORL,DIS FIStIERIES ARE IN SERIOUS 
TROUBLE." 

We read: "The WorldFish Center and the Internat- 
ional Food Policy Research Institute estimate that 
fish production would have to double in the next 25 
years to keep up with population growth. 
"They say this is virtually impossible, and warn the 

shortfall could have disastrous consequences for 
more than a billion people in developing countries. 
"The problems have been compounded by overex- 

ploitation of the seas, with restrictions now being 
placed on fisheries to preserve existing stocks. 

Hundreds of millions of people are either unemploy- 
ed or underemployed all over the world. We reid: 
"At the start of a new century, poverty remains a 
global problem of huge proportions. Of the world's 6 
billion people, 2.8 billion live on less than $2 a day 
and 1.2 billion on less than $I a day" 

Obviously, many hundreds of millions of people 
would go fishing - tomorrow -- to get food and 
money if they could, but the attempt to grow the 
world's economy to create full 'sustainable' employ- 
ment has failed miserably. 
And yet, with Gosselin, the Supreme Court has 

ruled that Canadians do "not have a constitutional 
right to guaranteed minimum income from the 
state." Apparently, a majority of Supreme Court 
judges believe that work-fare schemes will create 
full employment -- presumably, at decent, living 
wages and thus end the need for welfare income. 
"Work-for-welfare programs are a 'common sense' 
initiative to break the welfare cycle of dependency 
and despair" Chief Justice Beverly McLachlin wrote 
for the majority, here making the comparison of 
such schemes to the Chinese proverb about fishing.: 
This truly bizarre "common sense" economic insight 
on the part of Canada's Supreme Court will no doubt 
come as a tremendous shock to the many thousands 
of Canadians who already know very well how to 
fish and yet can't go fishing. 



Canada is using legal sanctions including being 
arrested. Ijudged' and jailed precisely to 'stop' 
people from going fishing. For example, we read: 
".the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
announced that the Esgendpetitj Mi'kmaq food 
fishery near Burnt Church, N.B., would, at I 1  a.m. 
the next morning, "become illegal." 
"After a 1983 federal court decision upholding 
Ojibwa rights to fish for walleye in traditional 
fishing grounds before the sport season opened, 
there was outrage among non-natives. Militant anti- 
treaty groups began to carry signs reading "Spear an 
Indian -- Save a Walleye." 
(The Globe and Mail, September 14, 2000.) 
Obviously, the world's Indigenous peoples were 

fishing to stay alive for thousands of years before 
people were able to get paid many thousands of 
dollars a month to be Supreme Court judges. But 
now the world's waters are quickly running out of 
'products' for us to harvest, or, surely, given the price 
of a lobster dinner or a salmon steak, we'd all go 
fishing and become rich. 

There are now over six billion people on the planet, 
and can you imagine the fate of the world's fish if 
tens of millions of additional trawlers were to cast 
their vast nets into the world's waters? 

Indeed, the idea that the world's poor people can 
solve their poverty problems by being taught how to 
fish -- or how to farm, log, mine or 'manufacture' is 
the height of economic and intellectual dishonesty. 
Can you imagine if tens of millions of unemployed 

and underemployed 'poor' people were taught how to 
use chain saws in welfare job clubs and then funded 
though work-fare schemes to work really hard at 
cutting down ever more trees? 

Can you imagine the glut of farm products if all of 
the world's fallow lands were planted with wheat, 
corn, soya beans and other crops through work-fare 
schemes? 
Can you imagine the further glut of milk. eggs, 

chickens, pigs etc. if tens of millions of people 
started 'work-fare' farming tomorrow? 
Can you imagine the fi~rther glut of coffee, tea. cot- 

ton, tobacco, peanuts, cocoa beans, sugar cane and 
maybe even poppies, cocoa leaves etc. -- if even 
more of these 'cash' crops were planted through a 
world-wide work-fare scheme? 
Can you imagine the further glut of manufactured 

goods such as cigarettes, soda pop, alcoholic bever- 
ages, candy bars, lottery tickets, TVs, video games, 
guns, bombs, daily newspapers, pornographic maga- 
zines and videos and so forth if we built more and 
more factories, breweries, distilleries and printing 
presses etc. through work-fare schemes. 
Can you imagine the further glut ofjunk food rest- 

aurants, liquor stores, bars, gambling casinos, shopp- 
ing malls, ofice space, parking lots and prisons if 
governments used work-fare schemes to just build 
and build -- with no thought as to whether there is a 
rational, health-giving, ecologically sustainable 
'demand' for the things we are told that we 'must' 
work ever harder to produce. 
The persistent and completely destructive belief that 
people are poor because they don't possess 'jobs' 
skills represent the complete failure of the world's 
governments to protect poor peoples' health and 
'welfare' in the face of the business sector's ever 
increasing demand to be given control over all of 
society's resources to make more profits. 



Even though hundreds of millions of people desp- 
erately need fresh water, good food, decent homes, 
health care and the other things we all need to stay 
alive, the world's business sector wants to build 
even more luxury hotels, ski resorts, yachts, golf 
courses, multiplex sporting arenas -- while mining 
for more gold, diamonds and drilling for more oil. 

The world's politicians know very well that there is 
no shortage of 'goods' or 'services' for sale, and they 
also know that there is especially no shortage of 
lawyers who would sit on the Supreme Court. 
Moreover, the myth that average people lack the 

skills to find jobs also represents the stunning failure 
of the academic 'social-work' and religious 'charity- 

) based' solutions to poverty. But because of the use of 
machines to do more and more of the world's 'manu- 
al' work, countless millions of people -- everyone 
from judges and religious ministers to poverty 
experts and politicians -- are now completely depen- 
dent on the continuation of poverty for their liveli- 
hoods. 

The 'poverty-related' job equation is an exacting 
one, for if there were no poor people then there 
would be no need for welfare workers such as BC's 
Human Resource Minister Murray Coell. And, obvi- 
ously, we could all stop writing about poor peoples' 
problems if we had the political will to put an end to 
the social conditions that cause poverty. 

This will never happen unless we all begin to tell 
the truth about poverty, now. today. And unless we 
tell the truth, we will all be responsible for sacrific- 
ing the lives of countless millions of people on the 
altar of economic lies. 

Furthermore, we will all be responsible for the 
continued destruction of the very physical processes 
and other life forms that make our good health and 
our full lives possible. 

Clearly, beyond fresh water, nutritious food, decent 
shelter and other health-giving things, there is no 
scientific or moral principle that compels us to harv- 
est natural resources. process them into 'products' for 

sale and then go to the store to buy them just to 
make business people rich or provide other people 
with jobs. 
This means that we have no choice but share the 

world's resources in a sustainable manner. and in a 
way that would make it unnecessary for us to dest- 
roy the world's fisheries just for the sake ofjobs. 
And yet, with the Gosselin decision. the Supreme 
Court of Canada has just issued an edict that comp- 
els 'poor' people to try and go fishing etc. or Sacc 
homelessness, hunger and eventually starvation. 
Finally. the vast majority of'poor' people are young 
children, mothers, sick people, elderly people and 
people who are labeled as being 'disabled.' 'l'his fact 
of life should be ample evidence that being :job- 
ready' has nothing to do with being poor. 

Historically, mothers have not been paid for the 
vital Work they do for society and society refuses to 
acknowledge that children are workers and that they 
need access to an income to do the vital work of 
growing healthy bodies and learning the skills they 
need to survive. 

Many elderly people die in abject poverty after 
having worked hard all their lives, and, historically, 
disabled peoples have been rejected by employers 
because they can't make a profit selling disahled 
peoples' labour. 

For our economic textbooks to have been accurate. 
they would need to be printed in blood. The blood of 
indigenous peoples destroyed so their land could k 
taken, bought, and sold. The blood of salmon. bcav- 
er, and buffalo commodified and killed for the 
money they have come to represent. 



The blood of all of us whose lives are diminished 
in the act of commodifying others. The blood of 
slaves and wage slaves who spend their lives toiling 
so their owners may have the leisure that is the 
birthright of every living being. 

'J'he blood ofthe land itself, poisoned by "externa- 
lities," those cumbersome details too dark or 
difficult or inconvenient to take their place in the 
economic equations that guide so much of our lives. 
The blood of everyone who is silenced by economic 

theory. In the same vein as our science and religion, 
the most obvious function of our economics is the 
erection of a sociopolitical framework on which to 
base a system of exploitation. 

(This article was shared with the world through 
povnet.org. The author's name was lost during re- 
Ibrmatting, but thanks whoever you are.) 

Anyone who believes exponential growth can go ol 
Ibrever i n  a finite world is either a madman or an 
economist. -- Kenneth t3oulding 

2002 in Review 
When I look back on last year, I can see us as a 

community really "making a name for ourself. 
Willy I'ickton was charged with the murder of 2 of 
our women on Feb.1, 2002. I t  was a wake-up call to 
the rest ofthe world. People outside the area stopped 
calling them "hookers" and started calling (and 
seeing) them as "women" and human beings. All 
along we've called them mothers, sisters, girlfriends. 
nieces, aunties, cousins, daughters and lovers. A 
creative theatrical testimonial to the neighbourhood, 
called "I Love the I)7'L.:SW had its debut on Valent- 
inch I h y  at St. James Church, and continued to 
challenge Vnncouverites' perceptions of addiction, 
loneliness, success and love in its following perfor- 
mances around town. And the occupation and sub- 
sequent squat of the boarded-up Woodwards build- 
ing and the streets surrounding it made headlines 
and I'V coverage daily. To paraphrase one of the 
original organizers 'the most marginalized, forgotten 
and scorned members of society stood up for all of 

us against the B.C Liberal government." Mainstream 
media depicted the squatters as homeless (read: 
"human being") rather than degenerates, dope fiends 
and a danger to the rest of society for a change! 
Nettie Wild's documentary "Fix" exposed the War 

on Drug Addicts on our streets, starring our very 
own locals, in a passionate plea for safe injection 
sites. I believe "Fix" was a major player in the 
COPE victory, which though it was city-wide, felt 
like it was ours! I'wp of our bravest warriors, 
Margaret Prevost and Liz from the Portland. 
accepted Queen's Jubilee medals for all the fighting 
they've done for the most marginalized, forgotten 
and scorned members of society.. We made the 
news! Well we do anyways, always, but it felt so 
good to get the recognition. I felt pride as I stood in 
front of Woodwards, grinning in solidarity as we 
waved to honking traffic. I t  feels like I have 
participated in some way in every one of these 
baffles, I know many of us have. 

By DIANE WOOD 



DONN lo\+ N 
EASTSII)F. NEEDLE EXCHANGE - 221 Main: 8:30arn - 8pm m e r )  clay 

YUUTll NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3  Routa: 
ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 604-685-656 1 

2002 DONATIONS Lihhy D.-$81 
Sam R.-$20 Eve E.-$18 Nancy t i  $50 
Margaret D -522 Sahitri Ci  -522 
Ilulda R -525 Val A $18 Wm 8-627 
Harold D.-$2 1 Mary C-$7 1 Paula R-$35 
Rolf A.-$75 Bruce J . -$  I 8  Peggy 425 
Kettle 418 Sonya S.-$100 BCTF-$ I0  
Bill G.-$100 Wes K.-$36 Charley 8-625 
DEYAS-S 125 RayCam-$25 LSS-$200 
John S-$36 Paddy -$75 Sarah E.-$10 
The Edge 4200 Maggie R-S I00 
Jo's Mom -S25 Charles F . 4  I0  
Mennonite CC -685 Rosemary Z.-$40 
Joanna N.-$40 Jenny K.418 
Charlotte F.-$20 Nancy C.-$50 
Debbie -S20 Glen B . 4  100 Penny G.-$40 
Jelly Bean 420 Louis's Mom -$2O 
Gram -S 100 Anonymous -S2 I 

City - 5:45pm - I I :45pm 
Ovcrnkht - l2:3Oam - 8:JOarn 

Downtown Eastside - 5:JOpm - I :30am 

Submission Deadline 
for next issue: 

Tuesday. January 38 

'W 
1 

I l l s  Downfown 
can help you wilh: 

Welfare problems; 
Landlord dispules; 



DERA buttoning down 

I I lc prCSC111 ;3nd filture of'tlic I )owntown 1:astsidc 
I<csitlcr~ts' Association is being assaulted by the 
Inany l i l td ing cuts ofC'aniphcll's govcrnment. It's 
rlot alol~c, by any strctch, arid similar hard decisions 
;ire tjcing tilade at virtually every noti-profit in IK'. 

At thc .lan~lary (ieneral Mcmbcrship meeting, Ian 
Mac lhc  outlined current changes. A C'ornrnunity 
Scriccs grant has hccn discontinued, one that ficnded 
I )cr;r's training program lor 13uilding Service 
Workers. I t  also causes the end ol'the oHice training 
tl~at Lcpt ;I rcccptionist in place. 'l'lic outreach work 
a i d  tcn;lnt organising done has bccri stopped by 
fundit~g cuts m c l  one of thc ~iiatiagc~ncrit positions 
has also been phased out due to lack ofnioney to 
pay that person. 

In the I lousing part, K i m  Kerr (\ lousing I'ort(o1io 
Manager) begari with a report on tlie closure o f  
Marie (iornez, a 69-suite building on Alexander. It 
had been sold to I k r a  over a decade ago for $ I  and, 
on the upside, provided a great place to train people 
in  all manner o f  maintenance problems; on the 
downside i t  was a bad deal even fix a buck.. About 
the only positive thing was that i t  provided housing 
fbr hundreds o f  people, but the building itselfwas 
breaking down around their ears. There were heroic 
measures taken over the last few years to keep things 
firnctional, hut no funding agency or governinent 
department would cornmit to trying to correct al l  the 
huil ls. K i m  slated that all but 3 ofthe tetiants were 
fbund replacement housing in the neighhourhood. 

I I I IRA is also on the move - going to the space just 
vacated by the Ncighbourhtnxi Safety Oflice at 12 E 
llastings. This wi l l  have prt o f  the operation and the 
other part (what exactly is as yet unclear) wi l l  niove 
into the Call In  I'ost at 16 W.t lastings. 
'l'hc Advocacy Services w i l l  he continuing hut with 

the co-operative spirit. The cuts arid burning o f  
I,iberal scams is leaving thousands o f  people in  dire 
need, and many more need assistance in fighting 
back. As 1,isa said, "No one should give up. I'art o f  
thc govcrnlncnt's plan is to discourage people tioni 
standing up tbr their rights. 'l'hcre are advocates and 
ways o f  responding." The I .aw 1:oundation renewed 
the ficnding ofadvocacy, but as always it's short o f  
the actual costs. In the past Terry t lanley, Dera's 
I:xecutivc Ollicer, had to raise $300,000 a year just 
to keep the doors open. 'l'his's the ongoing challenge 
with 1)era and l:nd I.cgislated I'overty and the Inany 
Women's ('entrcs and daycarcs and a host ofother 
necessary services and agencies and organizations 
throughout the Imwer Mainland and I3C' how to 

kccp the spirit and Inaterial operation strong in  the 
t k c  ol'this Iicllish govcrnment. 

As Chris I.aird said, ('alnpbcll asks for sympathy 
and C'ompassion Sroni us but has no sympathy or 
cornpassion !'or us. What a dismal excuse he is. 

(1's: 1)iane thinks Gordon ('anipbcll should check 
into I larboicr I ,ight I )ctox, Ibr tlie warm wclcolne if 
nothing else!) 



A Womnn's Version of  the Night Refore Christmm 

Although apparentl! born ticre O I I  earth 
'l'was the night before ('hristmas and a11 throuxh the I\itchen: 1 am just visiting thi\ planet. 

Although I seem to exist in the 
Lhvntown 1:astsidc 
I am only passing through a kind of 
t3ardo or I)ark Knig.lit of Soul 
in order to crucify evpericrrcc 
and he beyond all rnanrler of illu\icm~,. 
conversion and \rrhterIiyc. 
set up by the programmer\ 
of separatenes. 
May all fkirigs he frec ol'tl~cir \ ~ ~ l f c r i r i ~ ~ \  
and 1 iirppy He ( ' a t ~ w  of I t .  

( I lappy Ncn Y car 

I was cooking and baking and moanin and hitchin. 
I've been hcre for hours. I can't stop to rest. 
'l'his room's a disaster, just look at this mess! 
'l'omorrow I've got thirty people to feed. 
'l'hey expect all the trimmings. Who cares what I need! 
My feet are both blistered: I've got cramps in my legs. 
'l'he cat just knocked over a bowl fir11 of eggs. 
'l'here's a knock at the door and the telephone's ringing; 
frosting drips on the counter as the microwave's dinging. 
Two pies in the oven. dessert's almost done: 
my cookbook is soiled with butter and crunibs. 
I've had a11 1 can stand. 1 can't take anymore: 
Then in walks my husband. spilling rum on the floor. 
I le weaves and he wobbles. his balance unsteady; 
then grins as he  chuckles "The eggnog is ready!" 
I le looks all around and says with total regret. 
" What's taking so long .... iiren't you through i n  liere yet?" 
As quick as a flash I reach for a knife: 
I le loses an earlobe; I wanted his life! 
I le flees from the room in terror and pain and screams, 
" M Y  GOD W O M A N ,  YOU'RE <XIIN<; INSANI:!!" 
Now what was I doing, and what is that smell'? 
O h  darn it's the pies! l'hey'rc burned all to liell! 
I hate to admit when 1 make a mistake. 
hut I put them o n  13KOII. instead of on I3AKI:. 
What else can go wrong'? Is there still more ahead? 
If this is gotd  living, I'd rather be dead. 
I h ' t  get me wrong, I love holidays; 
I t  just leaves me csliaustcd. all shaky anti d a ~ e d .  
13ut I promise you one thing. if I live 'ti1 nest j a r .  
You won't find me pulling my hair out in here. 
1'11 hire a maid, a ctwk. arid a waiter; 
and ifthat doesn't work, 111,1, l1AVI.; IT AI.1, ('ATI:RI:I)! 

To the ignorant anti fear-filled police department 

If you have any interest in stopping the drug trade. 
why don't you just go  down the street. why don't 
you arrest the heroin dealers'? There are dealer.; but 
Shhh! it must be a secret - arrest the dealers and stop 
beat ing up on the poor and Natives. 

- the crown princc of cool 

a tantali/ing prorrlisc 
csperience thc thrill 
cfti'ctivc iri tlie e\trcrilc 
sen\ihlc 
reason:rbl! po\rc.rfrrl 
someth~rlg to rn;r\lcr 
~n contra\l 
o r 1  the battlclic.ld 
the be41 
a c r u d e r  
a dis;t\ter 
\wifi 
cornpreher~\i\c. 
recovered 
repaired 
a I ~ o r ~ o r i i e  to11 
the c l~arr~i r rg  birlar~cc 
penetrat ir~g 
barel! hurr~ari 
0n1> holding O I I  

ctriirle\ lor1111 
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(;ordon Campbell has been on every front page 
and news program since the weekend and being 
caught driving drunk. You can get opinions up 
the ying-yang and certainly don't need mine too. 

"He wants the sympathy and compassion of the 
people of RC', but he's shown the people of R C  
neither sympathy nor compassion." 

- Chris Laird 
"I heard that Campbell's own company is 
rushing to market tote bags with his mugshot 
picture on them. lfthis is true, it means that he's 
figured a way to profit from the growing number 
of people who dcspisc him. It's dcspicahle. " 

E A R L  M A R R I O T T  SECONDARY PRESENTS 

K W E L  ENG SEN'S 8th ANNUAL 

POW WOW 
Saturday & Sunday February 22"" & 23"', 2003 
- -- - . .- -- - 

Traditional Dancing, Arts & Crafts, Silent Auction, 
C'hildren's Games, I,unch & Ilinner Available 
Please ('all now to reserve a ('raft 'I able ($40 1 I day or 

$65 I 2  days) 

[{art Marriott School : 1575 1 16th Ave, Surrey H.C. 
For In fortnation call: (604) -531-8354.  EX^. 125 

l3CCK l?IWlE\V 
It's strange, doing a hx,k review. when sornehou 

you feel you should he inside the h u k  
 roth her Bill and the Vets is a story ahout a man 

named Dill tiennessy. I knew him myself, and I'm 
sure many of you did. too. 

The hu)k was written by a man who sh0~11d have 
k n o w  h i ~ n  k t t e r  than anyone: I'eter I lcnnessy. who 
was his brother, but that is hesidc the point. 

IJntil I read the hwk ,  I never knew exactly how 
much he  had done for that many people, in spite of 
W e r e  hardships against himself: 

[ < i l l  worked as an advocate for p m r  people in the 
I)ow~ltown Ilastside, and elsewhere, too. (I3y the 
way. 13ill llennessy Place, at 501 1:. llastings Street. 
was named attcr him.) One day I Taw him, he said: 

"Come over and see mc in my oflice. Mr. Rich " I Ic 
always called me Mr. Rich. and he wa\ goir~v to hclp 
me to obtain adequate housing. 
'1'0 make a long story short. he got me into the p l x c  

where I'm now I t ~ a t e d .  I d  me get hack to tile h ~ ) k  
At that time. Rill was working fix the Ko!;II ( ; I I I ; I -  

d i m  Ixgion. Dill's injurie.; were actually hror~p.t~t 
a b o ~ ~ t  as il result of war servicc. 
Peter llennessy says o n  page 40: "U';I~> i t  ; I I \ o  ( ~ c u l ' i  

will. then. that his company of soldier\ \\a\ i t r r l c k  
by a bomb while on church parade ~ r i  Nijmepctr'.' ( t o  

figure." 
All I know is, if Bill I I e n n c s ~  tradn't heel1 hlo\rr~ 

up by a bomb in I lolland, I would Iiace \ t i l l  twctt 
living in that fleahag rtxm. arid I prohahl? \rould 
have gone cril/y. 

Y 011 go figure. 
Is this what they mean hq rhe interconrrectctlrrc\\ of 

all things'? I don't know. 1 do  know I literall! cw.e 
Rill llennessy for the rtwfover my head. 

A lot ofpeople owe f3iII fi)r it l o t  of.thirig\. t % 1 1 I  \+a\ 
no armchair traveller. 1Ie h;id to fight tor \ ( m e  of the 
things he was getting for people. I l i l l  would y o  ripht 
to Parliament. (Ietterc. telegram\. etc.)  to pet ttrirlp\ 
done. 

Peter says: (pg. 187) "l'he politiciiin\ t > t ~ r e ; ~ ~ t -  
crals felt the sting ol'his reproacl~e\ fiw fort! c ; t r , ,  
..." "Enough of'them took him \eriou\l! that t t~ere I \  

an impressive record of legislative and rep,r~l;~tor! 
change to his credit." 

All this g t m  to show that i l  you let your \c ,~cc  hc. 
heard. we can get thing\ done. U'11;it I Irate. i 4  \ \ I I C I I  
people say: f)oes all thi5 dcrnori\tratirig a r~d  1 1 h t ~ h  I I I L ,  

really do ally good?" 
Apparently i t  dws .  
Peter states: (pg.  129) "Not only hi~ve the ~ t r ~ p r o ~ e r l  

benefits made a significant difti.rencc in the l i ~  irrp 
standard ofthese aging veteran\. t h c ~ r  \ v i t l o \ \ \  ; I I I ~ ~  

non-veteran disabled people. hut the! have prc;~tl> 
appeased the sense of.grievancc that man? of tlrerrr 
felt against what they perceived a \  an i ~ ~ w r \ i t i ~ . c  
bureaucracy and an ~~ngratefill countr> 

Bill I lennessy did m a n  things lor man\. people 
lie sure as hell helped me. I \sa\n't a rncrnkr of I hi. 
Ixgion at that time. 
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The most common addiction treatment method is 
the twelve step program. Mil l ions o f  individuals 
around the world have enjoyed relief from problem- 
atic substance use employing twelve step techniques, 
and widespread participation in groups have led i t  to 
be called the largest growing spiritual movement in 
North America. Iksp i te  it's overwhelming populari- 
ty. I~owcvcr, having little but twelve step principles 
to turn to has possibly harmed many more assistance 
socking addicts than it has helped. 

'l'hat the Minnesota Method twelve step philosophy 
is  the only option for evcryone addicted to drugs is 
fi~r~darncntal to its doctrine, and responsibility for its 
lii i lure is placed solely on the relapser. There is a lot 
01' f ix l ing now that much blame instead should be on 
one-hiye-fits-all rhetoric arid the glaring under- 
representation of other approaches to drug addiction. 

Although revolutionary in its day, our understand- 
ing and experiences have grown and changed 
beyond the filndamentals charmingly laid out in the 
big book 01' 1939. with it's somewhat supernatural 
('tiristian-rootcd faith-based ideology. We are 
re. 'I 1'. r ~ ~ n g  ' fictors to addiction beyond the disease 
~i lot lc l  that include (but aren't limited to) socio- 
political, economic and nutritional onsiderations. 
()ptioris should be available for twelve step 'failures' 
and others li)r whoni i t  is inappropriate. 

Young people, fi)r example, are very adversely 
aflkcted by the lifelong stigma o f  labeling oneself 
orice and always an addict. Many women experience 
asociated trauma that demands relevant attention. 
I'crsons experiencing significant benefit t iom drugs 
~ i i i g l l t  appropriately lower their use to non-problem- 
alic levels. I n  short, many people's treatment needs 
arc rieglcctcd with what is typically offered. 

13asic elements of physical, mental, emotional, 
spiritual, and social health should be at the founda- 
tion o f  lifestyle change, and provisions should dis- 
criminate along a broad spectrum o f  addiction invol- 
vc~nenl. Addicts who'rc deeply submerged in the 
d x u l t u r e  of the street in the I>owntown t'astside 
need ;I thoroughly comprehensive system in  place 
that not only inspires the high level o f  motivation 
vital to the tasks o f  litk conversion, but provides 
oppor~unily li)r a stake in society that enables the 

realization o f  a healthy, happy, new identity. Getting 
clean and sober to stand in the breadlines is an 
absurd scenario that is sadly the current reality. 
If the three levels o f  government are conscientious 

in their commitment to ameliorate the crisis in  the 
I1.E. with a pragmatic and civi l  plan, they wi l l  have 
to make gestures as Herculean and challenging to 
the human spirit as those being demanded o f  the 
addicts themselves. 

By SIIAWN M I I L A R  

Local Government Bars Corporate 
Involvement in Governing! 

Pennsylvania Township's Rejection of 
Corporate "Rights" a First in 17.S. 

A few days ago, I forwarded to you the exciting 
news about Porter Township, PA's extraordinary 
step forward in  barring corporate involvement in 
governing - a corporate "right" that corporations 
have been claiming for more than a century now. 

I n  the section below, you wi l l  find a link to more 
info about it, including the fill text o f  the ordinance! 
This comes from Jeff' Milchen who is a director o f  
Reclaim Ilemcxracy! in Colorado. They have one of 
the most impressive websites in the country of 
groups tbcusing on challenging corporate authority 
and building demt~racy.  They've even developed a 
special section about the controversial position taken 
by the AC'LIJ in its endless defense o f  corporate free 
speech (a "right" o f  corporate personhotd): 
http:Nwww.reclai~~~de~n~x:racy.or~kasky/ . Check 
them out! 





'I'aum 

No more bars, la tlienl 
'1 llt~lnhs up and firck the pick 
Move along and smell the flowcrs 
'l'ickctcd by sky police, wliat lucke? 
I lard cops, as a fael 
'1 he honour system illdeed 
I%ril\g tile ticket taker + turnstiles hack 
' I  oo costly li)r these 
So now the chief of' police has decreed 
a11t1 they tiow crap on the street 
A tier world war evidence says it's disarmed 

I he I3roken bricks and pointy sticks 
I j u t  security challenges me as I plead 
I o dispose of these in a bin, 
l i~r lroill where they can be reassessed 
( 'op rocks. guns we've not our own observations 

I )o\vr~ or1 111c cor-ucr- ~nitlsl the clickcly cla~ik 
I looh across at thc clock oil the bank 
I I~at tells 11s 11. we are ; I I ~ N N I ~  the wills or won'ts. 

with 
l l lC 11 

l i l l i ~ ~ g  b;~d 
I I ' X  dcsi re 

Words I:rom the People at Woodwards 

Watch ing 'I'V, watching security 
f:orce power coming down on me 
Iach quarter hour fraught in close space when 
rattled. got a headache go for a walk 
One night fbr a visit to be with a friend 
'l'he tight cnded the weekend. 
f.'our hours in the wagon 
Five hours in a cell 
Now out and keeping conditions 
sunshine on my face because I like you, I guess. 
angry look upon his f'ace descending as a mob 
Smashing the kitchen, our food. our supplies. 
It's the police, it's fear and violence 
This is law and order'? 

. . l aum 

O U T  TO LUNCH BUNCH 
Celebrating our rich history of sobriety & Enter 
ing The New Year On  Both Sides O f  The Planet! 

Place: 59 Powell Street Vancouver, B C  
When: February IS', 2003 
Time: Regular Meeting time is  12:30 &!! 

How many men & women found a new 
way of life at the core heart of AA? 

Share your stories, bring pictures and, most of all 
bring yourself. For inforrnatiorl contact Chris 604 
873-85 15 or Margaret nid~revost[~i?~aI i~n).co~i i  

Acceptance is the answer to all my problems tcxlay. 
When I am disturbed, i t  is kcause I find somc place, 
person, thing or situation -some hct of my lik 
unacceptable to me & I can find no serenity until I 
accept that person, place, thing or situation as being 
exactly the way i t  is supposed to be at this moment. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing, happens m God's 
world by mistake. 

Best to you and your family in 2003 from your 
hmilv at the I ~ P  Out 



From our South American correspondent 

Saludm amigos y amigas, 

group of stout-hearted tree-liuggers fiom the flnvir- 
~nriicntal  Youth Alliance ( f iYA) .  In our o\vn 
f3.C.-like way, we're trying to save the tropical 
cloud forest from being cut down for firewood. 
There are more plants and birds and other animals 
making their home in these wcmds than in any other 
place on earth - it's called biodiversity. 

For the past month, we have been planting papaya 
and guava trees to attract birds, and organic shade- 
grown cotlice (very ecologically-correct) to replace 

a bad old sugar farms. We have also been working 
wth a biologist who studies frogs. This involves 
walking around in the jungle in the pitch dark 
listening for little croaking noises. and dipping 
through pools of water counting the mosquito larvae 
and tadpoles. 

O n  Christmas morning, we visited the local village. 
The kids were all dressed up for the occasion with 
homemade wings for the angels, drawn-on rnustach- 
es and beards for the wise men. confirmation dress 
and dark blue suit and bow-tie for Mary and Joseph. 
The kids marched from the church to the village 
square, but soniehow one of the bulls got loose in 
the middle and the kids scattered in all directions. 
The  teacher had her hands full gathering them up 
again and gettirig them all back in line so  the nativity 
scene could proceed as planned. 

l3y the time you read this, Mug@ will be back in 

To #I30 - The Vexatious Neighhour 

My hotel neighbour is a thorr~ 
I lis reputation since he \&as horn 
t le drinks and tights with ghost4 and \1:1tc, 
lle has forgotten the responsihilit? 11 take., 

I o detoxify and chtwse it road 
I hat will not cornpromiw n i  ; ~ t ~ d c  
M j  borne's rnq ca\tle: don't make lire rlp ; I I  ~ I I V ~ I I  

With drunken \tupor\, craving a figl~t 

You broke my door. inflicted fear 
I've got your file. your name a w e a r  
I'm getting ready Neighhour I car. 
Without cauw or reawn, lust eucc\\l\c hccr 

1 - 1 1  handle you with reawnable ciruw 
If you don't care or even pause 
To think ahout the seriousness 
Of  my reaction to makc o u  less 

'1.0 evict you or put you in Jail 
You know that freedom is placed on hail 
I fdanger or loss of life becomes irir rnirlertt 
"Your llonour. I swear. i t  was not 1114 inlc~rl 

You have a chance to mahe arner~d\ 
I he hope is there to \ t i l l  mnhe f r~cnd \  
I o change your wa)\ oncl rec t~l?  
Hefore something happens to lustif) 

Neverending hate . . .  o r  hro!herhood. 
May your deci~ion be for the good 
for both of us that's a11 1 can u y .  
What will unfold. I'm ready either \bit! 

carnegie  with lots of photos. She'll be glad to show 
them to anyone who asks. 

And speaking of  phot(~s, it's time to start getting 
ready for the first annual ~ a r n e g i e  liappy [Jays 
Fhhibition. starting March 15 on the third floor. 
So dig out your best teen picture of yourself and 
Pass it on to Yevette in the library for inclusion in 
the show. Or  give it to Ine when I get back. 
around mid- February. 

Inti1 then. / I ~ . F / ( I  I I I C ~ ) .  

Roberto Sart i 

Live Band 
(jonn and dirty dtlncc with 

'BEVERLEY AND THE HILLBILLIES' 
Friday, January 24th 2003 7pm- lOpm 

at Carnegie Theatre 

AS AI, WA YS. I:'C'Iil~YONI~ I.\' WI:'l,('OMlC 
l<,$l'f+;( ' ~ A I , I ,  Y Y o i  1 
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NO WAR ON IRAQ 

Saturday, January 18, 
1,il)rary Square, 350 W.Georgia 

Ipm: March for Peace 
(;athering at Library Square 

2pm: Rally at Art Gallery 
- Why oppose the war  on Iraq 
- The I'alestinian situation 
- Keep Canada out of the war 

Peace and Justice in  the Middle East: 
-1'or OII,, C'anada allied with the I IS and plabcd a 
role is the k i l l ing ofmore than 100.000 Iraqui5 I r l  the 
( i u l f  War and the death ot'rr~ore than I . ~ ( N ) . O O O  rrrerl, 
NOI~CII arid childrcri dut-ing 12  car\ (11 CI 1pp1111g 
ccononi ic sanctions; 
-t,'or 0 1 1 , .  Ihsh's war wi l l  h i l l  up to 2t~0,OOo people, 
according to the rcpvrt "C'ollateral I)arrlage" 
-1-or Peace nd Justice we denland the ~rnplerllentat~on 
o t ' l  IN Kcsolutiorls calling f i r  an crrld to I \ r ae l~  t ~ c u -  
patio11 ot'thc occupied tcr-ritor~~.\; 
-For- I'cacc 11r1 Justice. ( 'a~ladiar~\  \+;rr l t  \oci;~l \ p ~ ~ j l r ~ ~  
riot uar  rnahing 


