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One in four British Columbia children are living in 
poverty -- the highest of any province -- according to 
a report by an advocacy group that calls for govern- 
ments across Canada to change the conditions of the 
country's poorest children. 

The report, by anti-poverty group Campaign 2000, 
paints B.C. as the worst offender in a country where 
the gap between rich and poor families is growing 
and where children of aboriginals and recent immi- 
grants are hardest hit. 

Released for the first ministers conference in 
Kelowna, the report was timed for the anniversary of 
a 1989 unanimous vote by the House of Commons 

to eliminate child poverty by 2000, Campaign 2000 
GO-ordinator Laurel Rothman said. 

Michael Goldberg, a B.C. advocate who worked on 
the report, said the government has to increase 
minimum wage, eliminate the controversial $6-an- 
hour training wage, and end restrictions on welfare 
rolls that have pushed people to low-paying jobs. 
"They were meant to get good jobs, but they didn't," 
he said. "And you didn't have that policy anywhere 
else in Canada." 
B.C.'s child poverty rate, measured by the proportion 
of children living in households earning less than a 
regionally specific low-income cutoff, is more than 
double that of Prince Edward Island, which had the 
lowest poverty rate, at 1 1.3 per cent. 
B.C.'s rate jumped from 20 per cent in 2001 to about 
24 per cent in 2002 and 2003. In that time, the na- 
tional average stayed stubbornly close to its current 
value, 17.6 per cent. 
Nearly half of the children of recent immigrants are 
poor, said Ms. Rothman, while 40 per cent of abo- 
riginal children and 33 per cent of children in visible 
minorities live in poverfy. That should make the fed- 
eral Liberals think twice about a plan to boost immi- 
gration to 300,000 over the next five years, she said. 
Waiting at the Vancouver Salvation Army with her 
two-year-old son River, 25-year-old Francine 
Jennings said she's part of an impoverished urban- 
native population and doesn't want her children to 
grow up poor. Even after finishing high school and 
college, the single mother struggles to raise her son 
with only $1 50 in welfare and a $266 child tax credit 
left after rent. 

O n e  i n  Four Children??! B 
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"You prioritize," she said. "You say, is it more im- 
portant for him to have a toy or for him to have dia- 
pers," There's no money for her to buy clothes or a 
dehumidifier to reduce mould in her apartment that 
exacerbates River's asthma, and she must count pen- 
nies or her son won't get milk at the end of the 
month. 
Needy children 
Nearly one in four B.C. children was living in pov- 
erty in 2003, a number that translates to about 
20 1,000 youngsters. 
Child poverty rates, 2003 
British Columbia: 23.9% 
Manitoba: 22.1 % 
Newfoundland: 2 1 .8% 
Nova Scotia: 20.7% 
Saskatchewan: 18.3% 
New Brunswick: 17.3% 
Quebec: 16.7% 
Ontario: 16.1% 
Alberta: 15.6% 
PEI: 1 1.3%. 
Canada: 17.6% 
SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA 
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Hastings Street is so much more than a continent: 
The smells are the smells of a town faraway, one like yours, like mine, like everyone's. 
It stinks like the hatred of the government that administers its filth. 

Hastings, I pass along her evenday, so as not to forget her face 
I measure my steps slowly along her garment 
1 want to see her always through the height and breadth of her body 
Curled up, with her mouth closed, waiting for them to speak to her or to shut their eyes 
She doesn't say an>fhing, but she's alert. 

I scream to her face, broken with marijuana and crack. 
Lost -in dreams of coke and paradises of heroin that are not hers 
Ay ! Hastings, evenone's scandal 
No one can say that they have ncthing to do with what happens, 
They can say they haven't seen it, but they can't say that they do not know 

Hastings - why are you always the place of the forgotten ones'? 
Sanctuan of the condemned, people murdered by the rules, 
Laws and regulations that are given out at the food bank, 
Handouts from Welfare. a bus ticket, the philanthropists' lunch 
Spoils of the drug dealers and the functionaries who administer vice and misery. 
Lives thrown away in needles into the gutter: 
Shock oozing pus, 
Smell of shit, of despair, of conlpassion, of losing it all. 
And somehow, never by accident, of tenderness. 

(In Hastings statistics never drop by. they never visit this corner 
1 was loohng everywhere for my indigenous brothers (and sisters) of pain and blood 
And I came upon them on the sidewalk and they did not know me: 
Their struggle and their future tied up in making sure they have their next fix. 

These ones, (my beloved), drag their rotten colours and faces and skin, 
It doesn't matter their sex, their age or how many years their bodies have birthed 
And they measure, without knowing it, the price of a bit of drugs. cheap and murderous. 
Here dogs don't bark, but rather weep in pain for them. 

For those who wonder why we don't give up. 
Hastings is, more than aqthing, a building up of fury, 
Memory that needs a fist made of dignity 
A path which speaks the future that I don't want 
Horizon against whch I have armed my strength. 

Enough! If we're all going to die, no more lying down in silence, 
Let this wretched povew rebel 
Because nothing is free and there will be overdoses in order to clean the streets 
As the Olympic year hovers over the business district. 

Hastings is not hope's grave, 
It is so that we won't forget 
-- and why not say it - it is the colow of my fear and my shame. 

Raul Gatica 



Vancouver's Homeless Christmas 

It is the night before Christmas on the corner of Hastings and Main 
The homeless are all huddled trying .to stay out of the rain. 
In the doorways of monuments to Mammon's great greed. 

Under the city's lights dancing and twinkling so bright 
The homeless-are hunkering down for another cold night 
After rising from their knees to enjoy a great Chnstmas feed. 

The public washrooms are all locked up sound and tight. 
Now the problem is to hold it all in until daylight. 
Failing that a deposit will be left in the rain or the snow. 
Because when you have to, you just got to go. 

The cardboard is taken from the shopping cart. 
With hopes the body heat wouldn't so swiftly depart. 
Then they huddle together with folks they trust and they know. 

All have a story that they can reluctantly tell, 
Of struggle, disappointment and a personal hell. 
While their perpetrators lay snugly, enjoying incomes so great. 

There is George with his leg cut off when a crane tipped over on the job. 
Eventually of worker's compensation he was to be robbed 
The pain in his phantom leg was to be his constant mate. 

They said retrain or we cut you off in two years. 
He tried to kill the pain with much too many beers. 
Then to study he could not focus his. mind very well. 

So cut him off they did after two years of aid 
Then ten years of appeals thereafter he fruitlessly made. 
Now he tries to survive in this virtual hell. 

Now Harq. there is a different story. 
He was once an executive in all his glory. 
Downsizing, takeovers and contracting out, 
is what the business world is all about. 

First he fired those under him left and right.. 
Then his work load became a dreadful fright. 
Till one day his wife said of this niamage I want out. 

Yon have a family, now don't you recall'? 
And you are never home to watch your children grow tall. 
You have no idea what parenting is about. 

Then the stress in his life it did compound. 
Till the CEO said your results aren't that sound. 
!'m afraid \veX have to let you go. 

He was found to be over-qualified, or too old 
There were no jobs he was always told. 
So he applied for unemployment and they said no. 



Eventually like a leaf from a treetop in the fall 
He drifted down to the street and joined then1 all. 
Huddled ncxt to George he braces himself for another cold night. 

Now Charlie's story is nothing new. 
He first got laid b?. a priest. in a pew. 
Left the child in an awful fright. 

He was told he'd be dead if a word be said 
And for forty years, kept quiet he did. 
He took to drink O i n g  to wipe the memories from sight. 

The shame and the guilt and those memories of dread. 
Were all too often dancing around in his head. 
The more he tried to drown his sorrows in drink 
The less then he was able to work and to play. 
The drink was to take over his life one day. 
Now all his days are spent tqing not to think. 

He sits this Christmas night leaning against a great stone pillar. 
With drink, this night away, he will now dither. 
While the Carols and church music still ring in lus ears. 

He huddles with hope that the night win soon go away. 
And that morning will bring him a brighter, sunnier day. 
As his lined brown face slowly drops into his beer, a falling tear. 

The shelters, they are all filled up to the brim. 
And no more people can they let in. 
It's not cold enough yet for the emergency shelter 

But being on the street at night isn't that awful a thing to dread. 
Not when one thinks of the risk that's taken in a shelter bed. 
Where thieves are everywhere and things are helter-skelter. 

Out here in the cold and the rain for the night 
Sharing a doonvay with friends is less of a fright. 
True there is the cold and the awful pain. 

It's hard on the bones the older they get 
Especially ones that have been broken up a bit. 
Sleeping out in thc snow and the rain. 

Lany over there was a passenger in a car one day. 
Later, that afternoon, in the hospital he did lay. 
ICBC said his injuries weren't all that bad. 

They told him his compensation was to be nominal 
Because his income thus far hand not been too phenomenal 
Though much poor health and strain he has had. 

Too many sick days, too much pain for sleep or for work. 
He eventually lost his job as a night clerk. 



Oh God how he's tried to learn a new trade, 
But the pain has gotten in the way of h s  lofty ambitions. 
And to kill it he's made it his life's main mission. 
Now of looking for work he no longer eludes the charade. 

Larry's got too much a fright to sleep at night. 
So he'll take crack to keep him awake until morning's fust light 
He has found this to be his best survival mode. 

He hopes and prays that this Christmas will be a sunny day 
So when the parks open he can fall asleep in his hide away. 
Out of the rain and the cold, where he need not fee! so bold. 

Little Kenny is new to this tough stuff. 
He's run from a family where life is pretty darned rough. 
The Mom was drunk all the time, and beat him as a rule. 

He's now on the streets too young for the dole 
Doesn't know quite just where he should go. 
He doesn't fit in and he's feeling quite the fool, 

His dad a thing of his youthful past 
Was not a figure that for very long did last 
In his household the drinking and fighting were norm. 

This night Kenny huddles in silence, watching the rain turn to snow. 
Enjoying the silence and peace and thinhng of the home to which he won't go. 
He's thankful to be safe and away from that storm. 

No drunken brawls this Christmas night on the street. 
Just community oh so sweet that only yesterday he did meet. 
They pass him a bottle "to help him keep wann." 

Long lost of its comfort, his warm bed back at home. 
Has been traded this night for a place under the Carnegie dome. 
Now he huddles there next to the sick, infirm and the lame. 

With scars that are so deeply in-bedded. 
His past is something for most to be dreaded. 
Now he's hopeful his future won't be more of the same. 
As this Christmas Eve, he sits across from Jane who he thinks a. bit insane. 

Now Jane was in Esseinda!e a long while back. 
Until budgets to health care the Government did cut 
Now Jane just mumbles to herself and dances about. 

She is friendly and kind and ever so nice. 
But rile her up and her language turns to spice. 
And on Boy! Can she shout! 
With her there will be no messing about. 

There is a history for every body under those damp blankets tonight 
They are someone's son or daughter who's needed to take flight. 
They are cold and they are hungry, with nowhere to go. 



It is on this Chnstmas night, and every night of the year. 
They are gathered in poverty living in cold and with fear. 
In the doonvays of buildings to stay out of the rain and the 

It is here that you will find them all huddled and in fright 
Trying to get through yet another hon~eless, hard and cold night. 
But they are all somebody special, and I just thought you should know. 

It's Chnstmas in Vancouver, once a jewel of a city. 
Homeless now by the thousands here, oh.my what a pity! 
Chnstmas at Hastings and Main - Ho Ho Ho. Homeless. 

Colleen Carroll 

The Spirit of Giving 

"These last two weeks, I have observed sad, sad 
things. I have written 4 books about poverty and 
homelessness. I've interviewed homeless people but. 
I have never seen people suffering so much as now. 
Last week coming along Butte on my scooter, there 

was an elderly man, perhaps 60 plus. He was in a 
wheelchair, tires badly worn. He was so dirty his 
hands were black; his legs were visible through his 
tattered pants, one swollen and deep-purple-looking, 
like it could explode any moment, and the other full 
of open cuts and sores. He was so sick.. not panhan- 
dling, just bent over. . 

I asked, "Do you need help?" He shook his head. 
I couldn't do much anyway as I was on my scooter. I 
couldn't push him. I gave him some fruit I had just 
bought (some ripe plums) and he said thanks. I knew 
without a doubt he would die soon. 

I saw 3 men on Sunday at different times. dirty and 
sick, loolilng in the garbage, talking to themselves. 
There are so many sleeping in doorways on Davie: 
real unwashed unfed sick human beings One young 
woman, with hair matted, was rocking to and fro on 
the sidewalk. 

Yesterday I took the sky train on my scooter. It was 
raining. A young man, maybe twenty, got on. He too 
was in rags and so dirty; he had a squeegie in his 
hands and was soaked through. I smiled and said 
hello.. he picked up my keys when I dropped them. 
When I returned on the shy train a very young man 
got on. I smiled because I knew he was less harmful 
than the World Bank! I gave him two bucks and told 
him get a hot dnnk 
Having a safety net protects everyone, even the rich. 

If a person is starving, really starving, then why are 
we so surprised that they shop lift food'? 

Some homeless are in Stanley Park (many ha1 
used it quietly for years)..They have been drive 
of every community and the only way now is ir 
the ocean. Should they build a raft and go to Ci 
Some will just die from neglect and sickness ... 
I blame the govt. It has cut back so much on se 
to the poor and elderly and the sick that Stanle: 
may become THE LAST STAND." 

I wrote the above in 2003, thinking that it cou 
get any worse, but here it is 2 years later and hl 
lessness has more than doubled. With the City 
ernment returning to the wrong people, how m 
people will die this winter? 

Sheila Baxter 
(author of No W q  To Live, Under 777e Viaduc 
A C'hild Is Not A Toy) 



THE BRICKYARD 

A band with a drummer 
In front of a crowd 
Perspiration and pulsating energy 
Future rock superstars 
Live! 
I'm one in the crowd 
Cheering them on 

Drunken patrons fill the bar 
My gaze is drawn to the man by the pool table 
The one in the velvet trench coat 
His clothes- the heavy black boots, the coat 
They're expensive 
They're a front, 
A mask, 
A wall to hide the emptiness he feels and lives 
Watching him, I'm overcome by sadness 

Hc's lonely 
Hiding in the darkness, 
The dark clubs, 
The dark rooms, 
The night. 
As he stumbles and slurs 
And laughs when there's nothing funny 

He wants so much to connect with others, 
Yet doesn't know how 
He fills that emptiness, 
That hole inside, 
With booze 

He's searching for something 
But what? Where to look? 
He doesn't know 

He looks to outside forces 
To others 
To alcohol 
In search for his wholeness 
"Look inside," I want to tell him 
"Take-off the layers, the walls you hide behind, 
And look inside." 

I feel powerless to reach-out to him 
I feel great sadness, 
Yet gratitude for all I have 

The Oil Factor Behind the War on Terror 
- an overview 

This article is about the movie, The Oil Factor: 
Behind the War on Terror. Although it was released 
in 2004, I didn't get to see it until October 10 of this 
year, at the Vancouver International Film Festival. 
It was written, produced, and directed by Gerard 
Ungerman and Audrey Brohy, a husband and wife 
documentary-making team. 

The film opens with a speech by US Pres. George 
W. Bush, during which he says, "There are thou- 
sands of terrorists in over 60 countries, like ticking 
time bombs. Our war on terror is only beginning.'' 

In July 2002, despite weapons inspections resum- 
ing in Iraq, the Pentagon deploys a massive invasion 
force in the Persian Gulf. Unable to get a UN reso- 
lution authorizing them to declare war, and unable to 
attract many countries to their cause even by offer- 
ing them debt relief, on March 20,2003, in violation 
of international law, the US-led coalition of forces 
begins bombing Iraq. 

The justification for committing war on Iraq was 
that it possessed weapons of mass destruction 
(WMDs). The leader of the Iraqi Opposition, a 
wanted international felon, was the key source of the 
WMD stories. It is now common knowledge that 
the intelligence indicating the presence of WMDs in 
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Iraq was, at best, flawed. In April 2004, then-State 
Secretary Colin Powell said if he'd known the 
NMD mformation was false, he wouldn't have ad- 
mated invadlng Iraq. 
A neo-conservative think-tank, The Project for the 

Vew American Century, advocated increased mili- 
.ary spending and "spreading of our principles con- 
h i v e  to our values and prosperity." 1 read a docu- 
nent available over the Internet by this organization, 
md found that around 2000, it was promoting the 
.dea of the US taking control of oil and energy re- 
sources by all means possible. 

The actual reasons for the invasion were stated by 
an intelligence operative: geo-strategic dominance, 
:specially with regard to energy supplies; pressure to 
lift the sanctions on Iraq was increasing at the 
t i m e h a d  this been realized, no contracts would be 
given to American companies, and no invasion 
would take place; finally, Saddam Hussein was 
switching from the US dollar as currency of transac- 
tion, to the Euro, which would have the effect of 
undermining the American economy. 

One day's worth of world oil usage today com- 
prises enough barrels to encircle the Earth. Half is 
used for fuel, and half is used for plastics and other 
industrial products; oil is indispensable to our mod- 
em civilization. 

The world is rapidly running out of oil: by 2010, 
the West will run out; by 2013, Russia and Europe 
will run out; by 201 8, Asia will run out. 

Noam Chomsky said Iraq was selected for new 
military bases because it was defenceless, and it has 
the world's second largest oil reserves. The invading 
troops immediately seized oil-related industry, ne- 
glecting other centres of interest for terrorism. 

In August 2003, the Iraqi leader sympathetic to 
anti-Israel, anti-US Iran, was assassinated. The US 
appointed a council of Iraqi representatives to gov- 
ern Iraq. The wanted criminal Iraqi Opposition 
leader was one of the members. Ed Asner, the 
film's narrator, states, "Installing oEcials more 
loyal to money than Iraq seemed to be Washington's 
first step in opening up Iraq to corporations." It was 
part of "a very quiet plan to privatize Iraqi oil." 

Ask one person, "How does it look to the rest of 
the world when the first big contract for refurbishing 
Iraq's oil industry goes to Halliburton, Vice Presi- 
dent Dick Cheney's former company, from which he 
is still receiving money?' 



V~SIONING 
a 

B9U J V v  3'bme (JVX) 
in CRAB Park 

& a n & t d r U U L ~ ~  
Friday - Dec 2nd 

lpm - 4pm 
@First United, 320 E.Hastings 

with Chldminding & Food 

Organized by the DTES Neighbourhood House Ini- 
tiative, an autonomous, secular grouping of DTES 

low income residents 

This is an opportunity for those who have not 
been into the Listening Post to come and see 
the space and for those who have used the 
space to celebrate the existence of this quiet, 
sacred oasis in the heart of the city. 

The Listening Post is a place where people of 
all traditions come and sit quietly to reflect, 
pray or meditate in the carpeted circle area. 
Some come for a few minutes of peace in the 
midst of a busy day. Others seek a listening 
presence as they talk through life's challenges. 
Come and discover this jewel at the corner 
of Main and Hastings. All are welcome. 

On October 20 I was fortunate to be one of the art- 
isthesearcher presenters at the Arts In Action Fo- 
rum held at 29 W Hastings - one of the pre-festival 

events for the Heart of the City restival. 1 worked 
hard researching and freaking out about speaking in 
front of a lot of people for a month. It was very re- 
warding for me since I developed a lot of self- 
confidence when I found out I could do it and be 
good at it. 

My presentation was about Cellspace, which is an 
artist-run centre in the Mission District of San Fran- 
cisco. It was started in 1996 when a group of artists 
leascd an undeveloped 10,000 square foot ware- 
house. It is a vibrant place which greatly enriches 



the area's cultural life. It is 90% volunteer run. It has 
an art gallen which showcases emerging artists, 
stages performances and lots of other things. It has 
been hugely successful in reaching its goal which is 
to provide an affordable, permanent location to art- 
ists worhng in all arts disciplines. 

Since the Downtown Eastside has the highest per- 
centage of artists per capita in Canada it makes 
sense for this area to have an artist-run space here 
similar to Cellspace. Of course, our population is not 
as large as San Francisco's so it would have to be on 
a smaller scale. The organizational model of Cell- 
space is very successful and is based on Clusters. 
If you want to learn more about this amazing space 
they have a great website: ~ww.cells~ace.orp. 
_Worhng on this project made me get excited about 
starting up somethmg similar in this area. I highly 
recommend that you check out the website for this 
great organization. 

By Adrienne Macallum 

Holiday Sales Weekend 
Fri, Dec 2,7-10pm 
Sat-Sun, Dec 3-4,12-6pm 

News from the Librarv 1 i' 
New Books: 
Maude Barlow's latest book, Too close for comfar: 
Canada's future within North America (971.07) is 
a rallying cry against closer integration with our 
neighbour to the south. Barlow spells out the impli- 
cations of harmonizing Canada's foreign, trade, 
military, security, social and resources policies with 
the United States, and shows us how closer ties with 
the U.S. could endanger policies such as our public 
health system. 
What natural remedies should I use to treat athlete's 
foot? What on earth is zone therapy? Aromatherapv: 
An A-Z by Patricia Davis (615.32) answers these 
and other questions in an easy-to-read format that 
covers both conditions and essential oils. 
Inviting the wolfin: Thinking about difficult 
stories by Loren Niemi and Elizabeth Ellis 
(027.62) looks at how we can tell stories about grief. 
loss and sorrow. The authors discuss why it's impor- 
tant to tell these stories, how we can create the sto- 
ries, and the book also includes sample stories. 
"Niemi and Ellis begin with the assumption t,hat it is 
essential and beneficial to tell difficult stories. Stop- 
ping our ears or stilling our tongues will not make 
tragedy go away: rather, the first step in ending su 
fering is to name it for what it is." 

Beth, your librarian 

All sales cash and carry 
Admission by donation 

~ffordable artwork & crafts for all budgets 

The Cachet Sale Exhibition 
Dec 2,2005 - Jan 1,2006 
Opening reception Dec 2,7-1 Opm; Regular hours Wed-Sun, 12-6pm 
Quality artwork on display and for sale 

Panel Discussion:"Fine Art vs. Craft" 
Sat, Dec 17,2-4pm 
Does commercialization affect art? 

gallerygachet 
88 E. Cordova,Vancouver 

Artists and galleries discuss. 604.687.2468 www.gachet.org 



HELP Give FREE HAIR CUTS!!! 
We are looking for a volunteer to cut Cut Hair. We 
provide the tools. This is a very popular program as 
it provides a much appreciated and needed service. 
If you are interested, please talk to Colleen in the 
Volunteer Program Office on the 3rd floor 

Pool Room Meeting - Volunteer Monitors Wedne 
day, December 7 @ 1 1 am 

Volunteer Committee Mtg. 
Wednesday, December 7, 2:OOpm Classroom I1 
ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! Your voice is 
needed and appreciated. 

Volunteer Dinner 
Wednesday, December 14, 

4:30 pm Sharp! Carnegie Theatre 
Pick rp yorcr trcket.from the Volunteer Office 

This is a dinner for Volunteers with a minimum of 
12 hours service for the month. This dinner is one 
way staff show our appreciation towards our hard- 
workin volunteers for sharing your time, talent, and 
skills so generously in & for the community. 

LIVE BAND DANCE - 'SffdYKYPEA T' 
Friday, December 16,740pm 

Carnegie Theatre - Refreshments served 
EVERYONE WELCOME! Come one come all. 

Okay it was me! LOL 

for his s&ndiferous gift of low and joy for the DTES! 
Can you imagine Christmas without our Santa? 



VOLUNTEER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Friday, Decemher 9,2005 

4pm - 6pm Carnegie Theatre 
Please write this date on your calendar - Volunteers, 
Don't miss it! Entertainment. Games. Gifts. Food. 
Christnias Myster): Contest and (! !) Plense pick rip 
yorr ticket from the Voltinteer Progrnm office 
RIJTFIHS71 You niust write (we will provide the 
paper) abOut the most embarrassing or hilarious 
thing that has happened to you at Carnegie: 20 
words or less and something you could tell your 
sweet grandmother. 

Direct!tlfo Ilowed bey 

CHRISTMAS D.1 MIX 
Friday, Decemher 9, 

6pm - 10pm Carnegie Theatre 

Attention: Anti-Depressants 
Have you or anyone you know experienced long- 

term. adverse health effects (medical conditions) 
from taking or having takcn anti-depressant or anti- 
psychotic dnigs'? 

If you wish to talk about it please call Steplicn at 
604-783-6856 (cortJtknliaIiy assrirecr). 

Someone who has a "why" to live, can bear 
with almost any "how". 

Whenever I climb, I am followed by a dog 
called "Ego". 

Come and learn how to fold 

Origami Christmas ~ecorat ions 

Free, drop-in classes in the 3rd Floor Gallery at Carnegie 

Saturday, December 3rd from 3 to 5 p.m. 
and/or 

Thursday, December 8'h from 6 to 8 p.m. 

* A variety of ornaments will be taught. Beginners are welcome! 
* Make something beautiful for Carnegie's Christmas trees &for yourself. 

If you missed the Peace Crane session we had in July, this is another 
chance for you to learn how to fold one. 



Montreal Massacre Memorial 
- Vancouver Event on Sun. Dec. 4th 

Central Branch Vancouver Public Library 
Admission is free and all are welcome. 

Vancouver Rape Relief and Womens Shelter 
invites you to participate in a day of action 
to end violence against women Sunday, 
December 4"', 1 :00 -1 0 pm at the Vancouver 
Public Library, 350 West Georgia Street 
(Homer and Robson). For more information 
contact 604.872.82 12 

On Dec.6, 1989 a lone man walked into an 
engineering class at the ecole polytechnique of 
the University of Montreal. He separated the 
women and men and told the men to leave. 
After the male students complied, the man 
declared his hatred of feminists and began to 
shoot the women with the semi-automatic rifle 
he had brought with him. While police forces 
stood outside, Marc Lepine ended his rampage 
of shooting and stabbing the women he could 
find at the school by killing himself. 

He left behind a note that detailed his plans to 
kill a list of prominent Canadian feminists. It 
was clear that the women engineering students 
were a symbol of women's equality progress. 
Lepine's actions could have pushed back 
women's demands for social change to in- 
crease women's equality. However women 
organized in defiance of his attack.. Women 
rose up to demonstrate in towns and cities 
across the country. They connected Lepine's 
violence to the everyday sexism to which 
women are subjected and committed to fem- 
inist organizing to bring into reality women's 
expectations for the present and the future. 

A Day-long Speaker Series 
2 3 0  Violence Against Daughters, Mothers 
Rise 
3 3 0  Guaranteed Liveable Income: a plan for 
women's economic security 
4:30 Gender and Sex 
5:30 Privatization of Justice: Diversion, 
arbitration and denial of access in cases of 
male violence against women 
6:30 ResistingIRevealing the State: Male 
Violence Against Women and Racism 
in Canada 
7:30 Aboriginal Women on the Rise 
8:30 Using the United Nations to Fight at 
Home 

Walk in Her Shoes 
Community roundtable discussions to share 

the experiences of women seeking justice. 
Anti-violence workers will accompany, teach 
and learn from participants about options 
available to women who are raped or battered, 
and seeking justice. 
2: 15 MerckIFrost corporate HIVIAIDS 
vaccine testing on Vancouver women 
4:00 Abolishing prostitution 
6:00 Guaranteed livable income 
8:00 Policing male violence against women 

Festival of Feminist Films - New & Old 
These films address women's unrelenting 

reality of violence and feminist resistance. 
3.00 - Gerry Rogers' "After the Montreal 
Massacre " - Sylvie Gagnon survived 
Lepine's bullet and spoke out. 
3:30 - Lizzie Borden Double Bill: 'LW~rking 
Girls " - a question of sexual autonomy. 
Born in Flames" , a feminist must-see. 
6:30 - Jennifer Kawaja's "Beyond Borders "- 
Arab feminists talk about their lives 
7:30 - Arlene Amis' "Say I Do" - an expose of 
the men behind mail order brides 
8 3 0  - Gerry Rogers' "Vienna Tribunal" - the 
Global Tribunal on Violations of Women's 
Rights 1993. 

SILENCE 1 s  
V I O L E N C E  



Many Downtown Eastside residents 
were angry to see a huge, expensive, fill 
colour ad about Woodward's appear in 
their mailbox just before the city 
election. Even though the ad contains 
photos of some Downtown Eastsiders, it 
mostly portrays a very upscale 
development and neighbourhood which 
it renames Woodward's District - even 
though the area is home to nearly 2000 
low income residents. 

"The city keeps carving up our 
neighbourhood and giving business and 
condo owners power with Business 
Improvement Associations and other 
groups," said Carnegie board member 
Bob Sarti. "Then these groups become 
the voice of the neighbourhood to the 

the Woodward's developers are trying to 
carve out yet another area. 

Each area can get special zoning and 
other special treatment by city hall. For 
example, the City's Housing Plan for the 
Downtown Eastside says that all single 
room accommodation that is demolished 
or converted should be replaced 1 for 1 
with social housing that low income 
people can afford. But then the Housing 
Plan goes on to say that the Gastown, 
Chinatown, and Victory Square sub- 
areas won't have to replace single rooms 
1 for 1. 

(Continued on next page) 

city even though they don't represent the A 
4 thousands of low income people who - e  

live there." Before the Woodward's E 
development, the city had divided the 
Downtown Eastside into 8 sub areas: 
Downtown Eastside Oppenheimer, 
Thornton Park, Chinatown, Strathcona, I;" 
Gastown, Victory Square, the Hastings 
Comdor, and an Industrial area. Now 



Incredible shrinking neighbourhood.. . 
(continued from previous page) 

The expensive ad denies the existence In the ad, a map of the area 
of the low income people in the surrounding the proposed development 
Downtown Eastside by not mentioning doesn't include the name of our 
them. Would you recognize these words neighbourhood, the Downtown Eastside. 
from the ad as the neighbourhood you The map of the area stops at Columbia .. . ,. . , . . r r m  _ _  ... . .. . - 4 .  live in ana are comrorta~le in: -- I rue st. witn an arrow pointing to Chinatown 
urban living.. . .the vanguard of a district as though no other neighbourhood to the 
transformed.. . modern living east exists. "To have no identity is to be 
environments, surrounded by green written out," says Sarti. 
spaces, theatres, galleries, shops and 
cafes." 

I Do you live in a hotel or rooming house in I 
the Downtown Eastside? 

Is the landlord renting rooms to students instead of local 
residents? If so, can you let CCAP know? Call Jean at 604 
729-2380 or come to the CCAP office on the second floor of 
Carnegie on Mon, Wed. or Fri. mornings. 

We understand that students need affordable housing, but want to 
figure out if there is a trend of students displacing low income Downtown 
Eastside residents. Several buildings that used to house local residents are 
now serving students only. With the new Woodward's development 
slated to include part of Simon Fraser University, more students will 
likely want to live in the Downtown Eastside. We want to figure out if 
this is a problem, and what we can do about it so that everyone can get 
decent housing. Thanks for your help. 



Ombudsman complaint makes progress 
on 3 week wait for welfare 

Want to hear a tiny piece of good welfare policy came into effect on 
news? Here it is: If you apply for November 1,2005. Hopehlly it can be 
welfare and you have an "emergency used to prevent or end homelessness for 
need" vou don't have to wait three some ~ e o d e .  ----- - - - - - - - - - I . - - - . . - - - - - - - - - - 

weeks to get your cheque. "Emergency 
need" means you have no food, or you 
have an immediate need for shelter (your 
hydro has been cut off, you have an 
eviction notice, you're fleeing an 
abusive situation, staying at a hostel, 

I* emergency shelter or transition house 

r with no suitable accommodation to 
move to in the near fbture), or an 
emergency medical need (you need a 
prescription filled or medical 
transportation, for example). This new 

- - r ~ -1- - 

And here's another sign of minute 
progress by the Ministry of Employment 
and Income Assistance (MEIA): the 
Ministry demands that you show that no 
alternative resources are available to you 
when you have an "Emergency Need." 
To the Ministry this now means family, 
friends and personal assets only. The 
Ministry is not allowed to force you to 
go to emergency shelters, food banks 
and similar community services to see 
if they can help you before the 
Ministry does. 

None of this would be as effective as 
simply ending the 3 week wait which 
seems to be responsible for keeping up 
to 3000 people a month from getting 
welfare, according to an article in 
Monday Magazine. But when every 
welfare policy for the last 15 years has 
been punitive and backwards, a teensy 
step forward is worth noting. 

A complaint to the Ombudsman by 15 
anti-poverty groups seems to be 
responsible for this action fiom MEIA. 
Last February, the BC Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre (BC PIAC) filed a 
complaint on behalf of the group fiom 

(Continued on the next page) 



Ombudsman complaint makes progress.. . 
(Continued from previous page) 

across the province. The Ombudsman and appeal" of some Ministry decisions. 
agreed to investigate the complaints about This process is complicated and you 

Emergency Needs Assessment should probably get an advocate if you 
under the three week waiting period; want to appeal any Ministry decision. 

Persons with Persistent Multiple There are at least two positive things 
n--:--- J--:-.....L:-... a h n ~ ~ t  the new nnlirv When vn11 cion nn 
Da11 IGI s U ~ ~ ~ I I ~ L W I I ,  

Ministry home visits; 
Medical and other documentation; 

and 
Reconsiderations, appeals and 

administrative reviews. 
While the Ombudsman has not come out 

with a report on the complaints yet, he 
seems to be working with the Ministry to 
make some changes already. 

The Ministry in charge of welfare has 
also changed its policy on home visits. 
Since August 30,2005 the Ministry says 
that there are two reasons for home visits. 
One is to provide service or assistance to 
clients. For these visits, they must make 
an appointment with the person on 
welfare. Ministry staff must not explore 
the home, go through personal 
belongings, or interview children about 
the client's situation. 

The other reason for home visits is to 
make sure that the client lives at the home. 
This visit may be conducted without an 
appointment, but Ministry staff are not 
allowed to enter the home or question the 
children about the client's situation. 

On October 18,2005 the Ministry 
outlined a new policy for "reconsideration 

-"".a- . x a v  .S".. y""wJ. .. ""' J '- '-D" "-- 
application for welfare you are 
supposed to get a brochure outlining 
your rights to reconsideration and 
appeal of certain decisions. Also now 
you can get copies of all documents the 
Ministry uses to make decisions about 

3' 
your situation. 

Thanks to BC PIAC and the 15 anti- 
poverty groups, including DERA and I. 

First United Church in the Downtown 
Eastside, for taking the complaints to the 
Ombudsman. Now if only we could get 
higher welfare rates and end the punitive 
rules that keep people from getting 
welfare when they need it. 

issues that affect our Downtown &stside 
neighbourhood: housing, gentrification, 
homelessness, and poverty. You can reach CCAP 
by phone at 604-729-2380, and by email at 



+- Merry Christmas to the Lost Sisters, 

May they find their way home. Please Creator give 
. us the strength to carry on for them, heal our hearts 

that ache for our Sisters, they need our Love now 
and the families as well. I only want one thing this 
Christmas, God, give me back my sister Mary Flor- 
ence Lands, she is very nice, beautiful smile, that's 
all I will ask for Dear Creator thank you for the 
blessings that you give me. 

written by little sister, Maria Lands 

The Real Truth of the FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 
For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. 
For beautiful hair, let a child run hisher fingers 
through it once a day. 
For poise, walk with the knowledge that you never 
walk alone. 
People, even more than things, have to be restored, 
renewed, revived, reclaimed, and redeemed; never 
throw out anyone. 
Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you 
will find one at the end of each of your arms. As you 
grow older, you will discover that you have two 
hands; one for helping yourself, and the other for 
helping others. 

Let's make it as disturbing as possible. 
Agencies, organizations, groups and individuals, 

most especially those involved with elevating the 
dignity of women but all their collaterals as well, are 
being asked to participate in a national day of re- 
membrance for the 14 women massacred at a mi- 
versity in Montreal several years ago. 

That event was a horrible tragedy and, even here in 
Vancouver, there is a memorial monument for these 
sisters in Thornton Park in front of the Pacific Cen- 
tral budtrain station. 
The eyes and spirits of local people, most especially 

women and their families and friends, get cold com- 
fort from such a national event. The ongoing tragedy 
here has apparently been reduced to a varying statis- 
tic, at least outside of the Downtown Eastside and 
just maybe - but unlikely - outside Vancouver. The 
statistic('?!): over 125 women have died by violence 
in the last 15-20 years, and there are still almost 70 
women whose whereabouts is unknown. I think the 
current term is "disappeared". 

Joseph Stalin is quoted in Alexandr Soltznyshyn's 
Gulag Archipelago as saying "One death is a trag- 
edy. A million deaths is a statistic." 

The disparity that is alive and well here is centred 
on the formalized dichotomy between Montreal's 
murdered women and Vancouver's murdered 
women. There, each of the 14 women was young, 
white, fiom a middle-class economic background 
and attending university. Here, the substantive iden- 
tification of victims is as street-involved, substance- 
abusing sex-trade workers, the majority of whom 
were non-white; most of those women were Abo- 
riginal. 

You want to make it a truly national event? How 
about just mentioning that over five hundred Abo- 
riginal women in Canada are missing.. . have disap- 
peared.. . and make this annual memorial part of an 
ongoing campaign to break the silence around the 
violence that thousands of women have lived with 
and still must endure? 

By PAULR TAYLOR 

Submitted bv Colleen 



C'ELEIIRA TE THF 'JOLIIIA Y SEASON 

ADOPTA TREE FOR THE 
OPPENHEIM ER PARK 

LIGHTS ALIVE FESTIVAL 

Dcwmher 12 - Jrrtrrtrrty 7 

' A '  

Saturday December 1 Oth 
Union Gospel Mission 61 6 E. Cordovo 10-4:30prn 
UGM Women's Drop-In 601 E.  Hostings 10-4:30pm 

Sunday December 1 l d  
Franciscan Sisters 385 E. Cordovo St. 12 - 2 prn 

I-- 

1 \ 
b Families 

w Community - - 
Take advantage of this unique opportunity to support 
local initiatives in the DTES by lighting and decorat- 
ing a tree at Oppenheimer Park. This is a great way 
to enhance the park's programs for children, seniors 
and families. Adopt a tree by Dec. 8,2005. Contact 

(604)830-2544. Email 
sandv.mackcinaniu!vancouver.ca 

November 15 - December 2 
Oppenheimer Park Presentation of 

a photographic exhibition. 

SHINTNG MOMENT'S 
Park Hours: 9-5, Tuesday - Saturday 

THE CHAMPION OF THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

The boxer Antonio dos Santos may well become 
the next Canadian light-middleweight champion. He 
just became the BC champion in his division on No- 
vember 25-26 in Queensborough Community Centre 
in New Westminster. He hopes to represent Canada 
in the Olympics, and in January is going to St. 
Catherines, Ontario for the trials. He will be repre- 
senting BC in the national trials for the Olympic 
team. Originally from Angola, Antonio is a Car- 
negie member who has lived in the DTES since he 
arrived here 8 years ago. You may have seen him in 
the Community Play "In the Heart of a City" 2003. 
in a Headlines Theatre production, the Shadow Pro- 
ject workshops or on the 2006 Pivot Calendar. 



IS it a miracle, a coincidence or a dream come 
true?. . . 
On a nice afternoon in the fall of 1992 I decided to 

take a nap. As I fell asleep my Father came to me in 
a dream. For as long as I can remember, if I forgot to 
visit my father's grave on the anniversary of his 
death in August of 1982, he would come to visit and 
spend time with me in my dreams., 
In the winter of '92-the dream went like this: My 

father took me out onto the patio and said to me, 
"Son, you bought your own house, be nice now!" I 
said, "Thanks, Dad!" In my mind, for some reason, I 
believe he helped me to get that house! He continued 
and said, "Look over there Son, see the girl with the 
red Chinese dress sitting at the big round table? She 
is going to be your wife and the two of you will have 
a baby boy! Be good to her and yourself. Under- 

. - stand?!" I knew I was only dreaming but the thought 
crossed my mind "Father is dead so that girl is 
probably dead too. Does that mean I have to die to 

. many her?" Then I thought "One look won't hurt." I 
moved close to the girl. 1 looked down at her and 
asked "Miss, may I look at your face?" She had a 
veil on her head and as she looked up at me she used 
2 fingers from each hand to open the veil and smile. 
I said "Wow, you have a very nice smile and you're 
very pretty!" As I sat down looking at her she stood 
up and walked away from the table. I yelled "Miss, I 
don't even know your name!" Then I woke up with 
the image of the back of the girl in a Chinese red 
dress still in my mind. 
The following night I had another dream. This time 

I'm in a strange place, very dark, with lots of Asian 
people around. As I was walking down the road I 
said to myself, "Where am I? What am I doing 
here?" I looked over to my right. I saw 7 or 8 people 
in a circle under a dim light eating fruit. I turned my 
head to look back in front of me and as I did some- 
thing cofourful caught my eye. I turned my head to 
the right again and this time I saw the girl in the red 
Chinese dress looking at me with a nice smile. She 
began moving away from the crowd and headed to- 
wards a laneway. I yelled "Miss, aren't you the one 
my father told me about? I don't even know your 
name!" I quickly ran after her. When I got to the 
laneway it looked about 5 to 6 feet wide and 20 feet 
long and seemed to me like a cement wall. I saw her 

turn right at the end of the laneway. By the time I 
got there she had disappeared. I was sad and h s -  
trated and then I woke up. I said to myself, "Wow, 
two dreams in one day and they're connected! 
About 3 or 4 months later my 2"" dream repeated 

itself and then again 3 or 4 months after that. Then it 
stopped for good' 
For 13 years wherever I go when I see a Chinese 

red dress, I would recall my dream like a movie 
playing in my head. [The 2n' halfnext issue] 

T.C. (Camegie Security) 

FABRIC ARTS 
CHRISTMAS THEME 

Come and join Diane and the fun 
of fabulous fabric arts group 

Make a hand sewn gift 
fo r  someone special 

Thursday mornings 9-11 :30 , 

in the Theatre 

"nobody here but us chicks!' 

It's a Hen Party, sorry guys, women only! 



TIte Shadow Project 

On a freezing, blustering, wickedly windswept day 
I gratefully wandered off the glistening streets of the 
historical and award-winning Strathcona neighbour- 
hood and into the warm and welcoming confines of 
the ERussian Hall on staid Campbell Avenue; and I 
must tell you that the special occasion, of course, the 
second of two performances of The Shadows Project 
workshop presentation and Roots of Addiction Fo- 
rum, produced by Vancouver Moving Theatre and 
Carnegic Community Centre. 

It was a stunning performance of a solid 30 minutes 
by numerous local actors, puppeteers, the lighting 
crew numbering between 30 and 50, along with an 
enchantingly magical live band slightly off to the 
side of the stage pumping out extraordinary beats 
and rythms under the steady leadership of the con- 
stant and consistent Joelysa Pankanea. 

All of this stage management was under the careful 
steady direction and watchful eyes of "Heart of the 
City" director, the soon-to-be legenday James Fa- 
gan Tait, along with stage manger Dorothy Jenkins. 

The Shadows Project, with already well over 100 
people involved (so far), will be two years in the 
making, culminating in performances at the 3rd An- 
nual Heart of the City Festival. The entire Project is 
pulled together and produced by Teny Hunter and 
Savabbah Walling, inspired by the ancient tradition 
of Shadow Theatre: stunning, stark and startling all 
at the same time. 

Following both performances was the Roots of Ad- 
diction Forum, hosted by Carnegie Centre. stalwart 
artiste Sharon Kravitz, featuring a presentation by 
SFU professor Bruce Alexander, author of Roots of 
Addiction in a Free Market Society. There was much 
discussion, debate and sharing amongst members of 
the auidience and those who were part of the Project 
- some talking about homfic personal experiences 
and some inspiring revelations on how to fight ad- 
diction.. Next year, the results of learning could be 
Surviving Addiction - Hope beyond Hope, and 
Breaking the Silence on these very important and 
serious issues in an open, comforting and friendly 
atmosphere. 

By Robyn Livingstone 

You think someone is going to come and saveyou? 

Did Matt save you? Drew? Sean? Robb? 

You walk always with your hand in that of another 
Yet your soul wanders through this world lost and alone 
Something inside you tries to reach out. 
But you stop your soul's cries for help from escaping 

Just the same old story being played out over and over 
Has it worked for  you yet. Mel? 
Turning to men as a distraction from the pain? 
Getting caught-up in the chaos of it all 
Digging your claws into the flesh of another 
Inflicting pain and emotional scars 

This guy will be the one, 
Or so you always seem to think 
The one who saves you 
Saves you from yourself 
Your past 
The convoluted emotions you feel 
and stuff deep down inside 



S i g n s  of the 

T i m e s  

the poetry of 

Bud Osborn & 
the art of 

Richard Tetrault 

On Friday, December 2 at 7pm, the new work by Bud and Richard will be launched at a community event at 

the Interurban Gallery, 1 East Hastings Street. Their first collaboration was the poetry and art together in 

Oppenheimer Park. Some of this new poetry will be featured in coming issues. The price for a copy is $20. 
- -  

1)lZIJ Y O G A  l'lZAC?'I'I~~1C 
1;rcc scssions every Wednesday, 5-6:30pm on ~arnegie 's  
3'' Iloor. Tlic disciplines to be developed include 
FIJI] I DITY - pmnayama (breathing), asanas (comfortable postures) to aid in 
cs~at)lisliing cticrgy flow, harmony, calnlness and joy - 
S'I'H1;.NG'TtI - rclcasing blocked energy, understanding emotions and needs, 
dc\ doping dccisivcncss, enll~usiaslll and spontaneity - 
AWAKENING '1'1 I E HEART - alleviate depressive stales, releasc grief and 
sadncss. Ict go oC Srustrations and experience wellbeing. 

I)ru yogi, exercises are simple and suitable for all ages und fitness levels. 

I*Pcrsonal experience - this is very good! Ed1 



ETIQUETTE FOR THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

Miss Manners answers a question overlooked by 
most books and advice columns on etiquette - 

Dear Ms. Manners, 

Your response to "Girlfriend" in the last 
newsletter sounded like male-bashing to me. 
I admire go-getters like Hedy Fry, Belinda 
Stronach and Margaret Thatcher. What are 
you afraid of - success? Being a man has 
many good points. I would rather be seen as 
a Casanova than seen as a "slut". What about 
survival of the fittest? It's quite clear, if you 
read the Bible, that every other form of life 
including women and cats, was created for 
them to enjoy. If you credit these advantages 
to tostosterone, then please tell me where I can 
get some! 

Don't Call Me "Girl" 

OK Honey, 

Last December Procter & Gamble came out 
with Intrinsa, a testosterone patch for women, 
that still has to be approved by the govern- 
ments of the USA and Canada. So you have 
to get your doctor to prescribe MALE tes- 
tosterone, as opposed to the unavailable FE- 
MALE testosterone, and word is it's 10 to 
20 higher. Intrinsa is being tested for it 
ability to increase the frequency of "satis- 
fying sexual events" for post-menopausal 
women. Apparently it only works slightly 
better than the placebo to achieve these 
"events". And no research on the quality or 
quantity of available partners for women this 
age. Which brings to mind a joke about 
parking spaces. There still remains testing to 
be done on whether male hormone supple- 
ments can affect women's decision making 
capacities. Which is more valuable, the life 
of a caribou or a barrel of oil? A tree or 
toilet paper? Have those bleeding heart tree- 
huggers been secretly taking estrogen all 
along? 

Your friend, 
Ms.Manners 

The male hormone testosterone is already 
available for men in gels, patches and implants. 
For years, doctors believed that the only kind 
of female sexual problem was frigidity. Drug 
companies have created products - from 
creams to nasal sprays to aid inhibited women. 

A WINTER SOLSTICE 
LANTERN PROCESSION 

will be winding through Chinatown to light up 
the longest night of the year. The procession 
starts at Science World or Strathcona Com- 
munity Centre at 6:00 pm, and ends at the Dr. 
Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden. Free. 

DEC. 21 6:30 - 9:30 PM 



I KARAOKE NIGHT ON THURSDAYS IN THE I 
WEST HOTEL 

Is proud to introduce the first Vancouver Idol com- 
petition. Every week ten people out of 50 contestants 
will be eliminated. We have our own judging panel 
consisting of Gordie Tyler (aka Simon), Diamond 
Dave (the nice judge) and Adrienne (aka Paula). 
In about 5 weeks we will be naming the first Van- 

couver Idol. There are no age limitations on this 
one, anyone can enter. 
It should be a lot of fun so come out and try out 

your pipes every Thursday night starting at 8 pm. 

You're Vote Counts! 
I have been told time and time again that I should 

get out and vote. Find out the facts -the pros and 
cons. Research the candidates who I will be electing 
to ofice. Will these candidates be able to fight 
for our community's needs and will these candidates 
also have our community's support? 

Since I was old enough to vote those were the 
questions my parents asked me before I went to vote 
in my home town of Campbell River. There I got 
involved with the processlcampaigns by attending 
meetings to find out just what those needs were. 

Today I live in a community where many people 
say it is not a good place to live. I have lived here 
since 1990 - I love it and consider it home. Of 
course I do see a lot of people who struggle on a 
daily basis with issues of poverty, homelessness, 
addiction, mental illness or a combination of all of 
the above. But what I also see is that there are 
many positives too. Many people in the City of 
Vancouver outside of our community (general pub- 
liclmedia) call the Downtown Eastside "skid row", 
painting primarily a dark picture ..... because they 
only see the problems and not the many accom- 
plishments we have worked hard at together - not 
just to better our home but to actually create a sus- 
tainable community for everyone, including 
both businesses and local residents. 

When it comes down to getting help for the many 
projects we attempt to carry out in our community, 
we rely on some funding from CityNictorialOttawa. 
We are asked to choose the people in positions of 
Municipal power (in this case) who would best serve 
our community. This weekend I was asked to vote - 
"if you don't vote don't complain'', so in good faith, 
off I went to cast my ballot. 

I voted and waited anxiously for the results. Of 
course, like many others, I was hoping for the 
best and was disappointed in the end, because 'I 
almost voted', (and I am sure other's actually did) for 
the wrong candidate who had another contender with 
the same last name -which has led to concern that 
one of them received votes that should have been 
accredited to the other who came short by a 3,500 
votes. It appears that once again the other side 
played dirty and are now saying they were not 
involved with the mix up! (What goes around 
comes around! My grandmother used to say "truth 
brings justice and lies are the devils words. '7 
I was honest when I voted on November 19'~ 

2005! I can only hope that those who did get 
elected will serve every community in this City 
equally. The Downtown Eastside needs help with 
the many different challenges it faces on a day-to- 
day basis and cannot afford to be ignored or dis- 
missed. Neglect of our issues can cost lives and we 
have lost more than enough already! 

Leader of the future (MDP) 



SISTER ELIZABETH KELLIHER 
RECEIVES AN AWARD IN NEW YORK 

On November 9th 2005, Sr. E. Kelliher received 
the "Sara Cuny Community Award" in New York 
City. The award was presented by the President of 
the Board of The Little Missionary Day Care Center. 
Sara Curry had started the organization in 1895 in 
the Lower East Side of Manhattan. It cared for the 
small children of mothers who had to work and 
could not afford to pay for childcare. At that time 
there was no Welfare. 

In 1973 Sr. Elizabeth, a Day Care consultant, was 
asked to help the board to reestablish Little Mission- 
ary's to be a licensed Day Care Center. That was 
done and the center functioned very well for twenty 
years. A new board, most of who lived in the sub- 
urbs, decided to sell the very valuable property 
which housed the Day Care. Again Sr. Elizabeth was 
called on by the director and parents to save the Day 
Care. By mobilizing political support, taking the 
case to the Attorney General and creating a new 
board, the Day Care has continued. 

After living and working in the very poor Lower 
East Side of Manhattan for 35 years Sr. Elizabeth 
came here to Vancouver to be the Administrator of 
the Franciscan Sisters Benevolent Society on Cor- 
dova Street. Services there consist of a lunch of soup 
& sandwiches 5 days a week, a men's clothing room, 
a hamper program for women with children and 
bread and buns available daily. 
Sr. Elizabeth is active on the DERA board, advocat- 

ing for increased social housing, increased benefits 
for those on assistance and better health care. 
As a Franciscan and a member of the Sisters Asso- 

ciation of the Vancouver Archdiocese, Sister pro- 
motes Justice, Peace and Care for the Earth. Sister is 
presently working on the World Peace Forum 2006. 
She is hoping that everyone will be involved in mak- 
ing World Peace happen at home & throughout the 
world. 

Sister Elizabeth's tireless commitment in fighting - 
for social justice is inspiring (Sister Elizabeth re- 
cently celebrated her 81" birthday!).Her family hails 
from County Keny, Ireland, which is known in Ire- 
land as "The Kingdom". Elizabeth obviously finds 
her kmgdom here in the DTES where she lives, 
works and calls home. 

Submitted by Mary Ann Cantillon 

MORE FLOETRY 

I have an incredible life. 
My choices 
mine 
thoughts 
my thoughts 
my dreams mine 

I choose 
my joys, success, 
failures, memories, 
goals, creativity, 
talent, friendships, 

My self-esteem 
mine, my own. 

But I& heart? 

has a mind all.. . . it's own. 

Kat 



DOWNTOWN 
EASTSlDE 
YOUTH 
ACTIVITIES 
SOCIETY 
49 W.Cordova 
604-25 1-331 0 

FIXED EXCHANGE SITE - 5 E Hastings 
NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3 Routes: 

604-685-6561 CiJy - S:45pm - 11:45pm 
Overnipht - 12:30am - 8:30am 

Downtown Eastside - 5:30pm - 1:30am 

CFRtD I Q I ~ ~ Y F ~ I  CO-(DP w&IItQ 
FREE - Donations accepted. I 

THIS NEWSI.ETI'ER IS A PUBLICATION 01 I'IIE 
CARNEGIE COhlBiIJNITY CENTHE ASS(K1A'I'ION I 

As soon as i get the Newsletter, I thomughly enjoy reading 
it I learn a lot from the contributors and usually share in- 
sights I've gleaned with my friends and students. However, I 
am discouraged to see the "Definition of 'charity' " above the 
list of donors. I'm not good at explaining my feellngs, but I 
think it's a "slap in the faceyo have charity defined so sar- 
castically in that position on the page. - name withheld 

s Articles represent the views of individual 
contrihutm and nut ofthe Association. 2005 DONA'HONS Libby D.-$40 

Editor: PaulR Taylor; layout by Diane Wood. Barry for Dave McC.-%SO Rolf A .445  
Cover art by Francisco Goya. Margaret D.-$25 Christopher R . 4 5 0  

. -. ity Mary C 4 3 0  B N C ~  J.-$30 U'mista - $20 
Submission deadiine for next issue: 

Heather S .425  Raycam430  Gram -$200 
Monday, December 12 
I- A 

Paddy 4 3 0  Glen B.-$50 John S.-$80 
('emir ilu~~ors iirr no1 lxnn~ttsd to malign or attack or relegate Penny G . 4 2  1 Jenny K 4 2 0  Dara C.-$20 
all! I X I S O I ~  or group or class, u~cluding drug u r n s  and poor Sandy C.$20 Audrey-$20 Wes K.450 
pc'"plc, lo u Ievcl rcli.nd to or implying 'less than human'. I . Joanne H-$20 Rockitigguys-$20 Bruce G-$5 - - - - - - - - - - - -  ---I---_ 

I I\ c : ~ c h n ~ ~ l r . d g e  that Curncgie Community Centre, ad , The Edge Community Liaison Ctt -$200 
iuznslcttcr. are happening un the SquamIoh Natlon's Ledtnry. - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - _ -  Pam B.425 Wm B-$20 Janice P.-$20 

Michael C.450 Sheila B.425 Beth B.420 
CCPA $20 Rape Relief-$25 Anonymous-$5 
Humanities 101-$100 MPIJelly Bean -$20 

Contact  DO YOU HA'VE A LEGAL PROBLEM? 
Jenny Come to our Free Clinic 
Wai Ching on Carnegie's 3"1 floor 

Klvan MLA UBC Law Students  Legal Advice Program 
.~otr must make an appoinfnrent 

TUESDAYS, 7 - 9PM 

Sharing a Native Prayer 

Be as tali as the trees, 

Working for YOU Strong like the mountains, 
L' 

1070-lti-11 Commercial D r  V5L 3 Y 3  And gentle like the stream. 

I'l~onc: 775-0790 Fax  775-0881 Keep love and Spring in your heart 

Don rltm r l  Eastside Residents Association Then the Great Spirit will always 

l Z  E:.tl;~sting~ St, o r  call 6824!!31 be with you all. 
submitted by Denise 



Libby Davies MP (Vancouver East) Off come my pants and soggy socks and shoes. I 
throw them into a washer with a small packet of de- 

Mr. Speaker, tergent from the vending machine. 
In Social Watch Report 2005. Canadian economist, There is a table against the back wall with some 

Armine Yalnizan says that, "... despite unparalleled drawings of crack-addict prostitutes for viewing. 
economic and fiscal capacity, Canada has failed to Their bodies are unappetizingly skinny and saggy. 
make serious progress in the fight against povem Faces are contorted in what should be the throes of 
and inequalitv." She's correct. passion but are depicted as paincd and gruesome. 

It was the NDP that forced the federal Liberals to I sit there in my bare feet and boxing shorts. Beside 
commit to $4.6 billion for social and environmental me are books left behind. I pick them up and dis- 
investment including 1.6 Billion for housing. But cover the "Carnegie Centre" stamp, thinking "Who 
Canadians are still waiting for a national housing would steal from the Carnegie?" 
strategy and access to affordable housing. I start reading a story about a farnily from Halifax 
Even existing low income housing is at risk because driving to New York. The father is black and the 

this government has withdrawn subsidies for low mother white, the daughter beautiful and precocious. 
income co-op housing and countless pensioners, It's not fine writing but I'm almost drawn into the 
single parents and low-income Canadians have been s toq  when I decide to cover my boxing shorts and 
affected. The Minister for housing says he'll fix this naked legs with my rain jacket. 
problem. but co-ops are fed up waiting, especially Just them a sexy black woman walks in with her 
when it can be easily remedied. boyfriend. She is tall and slim wearing spandex + 

The appalling housing conditions for so many abo- pants which show off her nice legs. Her hair is long 
riginal Canadians is a national disgrace, as so haunt- and beautiful. She gives a glance in my direction as I 
ingly exposed in Kasechewan. observe her loading ritual. She and her 'Joe' have 
The National Housing and Homeless Network has brought a good three weeks of dirty laundry - three 

given the federal government a failing grade in their green garbage bags filled to the brim lie on the floor. 
2005 housing report card and the government I look disapprovingly at this display, noting the 
;;.ill not commit to ongoing funding for important irony of a naked man with his only pair of pants in 
housing programs like Supporting Community Part- the washer looking down at anybody. 
nerships Initiative - SCPI. I can't help leering at the black girl. Her boyfriend 

We in the NDP believe accessible. affordable and is a good four inches shorter than her. and is pain- 
safe housing is a fundamental Human R~ght. fully undeserving of such a woman. He insists on 
This Liberal government has failed to deliver so far getting her approval before loading a washer. 

and their time is running out! My dryer door is popping open with my shoes hit- 
ting against it. I feel ridiculous getting up to shut it 
in my underwear. I remember seeing someone in this 
Laundromat doing the same thing one day this sum- 
mer and I thought it was pathetic. 

I sit up on the table and pray my load dries soon. 
The couple goes out momentarily and I get up and 

Homeless and Half-naked on East Hastings put on my pants with a great sense of relief. NOW I 
It's been raining hard for days. My only pair of can wait in front of my dryer and warm the back of 

socks is soaking wet. The accompanying feeling is my pants on the toasty door. 
miserable. I decide to wash my shoes, which are in My shoes are now dry and smell-free. I put on my 
the early stages of rotting. This is too much. socks and now-dry shoes, feeling infinitely more 

I take my last $2.75 and head for the cheap laun- human. 
dromat run by a Chinese couple across from Ted The black girl and her boyfriend exit the Iaundro- 
Hams Paint. My pants need a washing too so I'm mat but not before she shoots me another glance on 
glad there is no one but me in the rundown yet cosy her way out.. . 
space filled with 50-cent washers. B\. Andrew Teasdale 



a poem of absence 

this is not a poem 
it is a monument. 
it stands in a real place, a real time 
3:47, in an alley near main and hastings 
you may know it 
the words "kill pigs" 
inked in blue spray 
near the black dumpster. 
this monument is here 
because the street and parks are all taken up 
with dead soldiers and famous people 
and besides 
the alley is the place where things fall 
by the wayside. 
we have refused an inscription 
but if we had one 
it would read: 

THIS IS FOR ALL THOSE 
WHO FEIA BY THE WAYSIDE 

it would be for all the things 
they never make monuments for 
for susan, who watched her friend 
pick up her last customer 
in this very alley 
for the coast sal~sh 
waiting to greet jose maria narvaez 
as he steered towards what he could never know 
would become a tit?. 
a place for refracting the light of history 
a vortex 
for all the things our cultures bring together 
for fiberoptic cables we buried 
so we can talk to other cities 
and other susans 
for bud osborn throwing his hundrcd-block rock 
out over the rooftops of thc V6A 
this monunient is specially designed to yell "love! 
love! love!" 
to the people who only pass by 
staring at their \vatchcs 
ivho refuse to acknowledge this intersection 
of pain and wastings 
as a part of their city 
and the histon. we bury 
beneath it 

Mariner Edclson 

Sidewalk Song 

Taking my time down tombstone avenues 
hypodermic needles point s h y a r d  like cacti 
bits of trash decorate the thoroughfare 
you look around; 
you could've sworn there's someone there 

And the hoes are begging 
the whole world needs a cigarette 
You're looking for redemption but the angels 
haven't got here yet 

Lord I need some salvation 
Some reason to go on 
I had a pocketful of dreams 
but I'm afraid they're long gone 

And the crackheads stumble lookin for their dope 
Me, I stumble too, but I'm looliln for some hope 
all I got left is one big apology 
for the secrets between us 
and the way it used to be 

R Loewen 



World AlDS Day Schedule: 
-- -- - - - 

The Gathering Place (609 Helmcken S t )  
am 9:00 Setup 

COFFEEIMUFF INS 
Dr. Julio Montaner, HIVIAIDS update 

Politicians and Presentations 

LUNCH 
Dr. Brian Conway, HIVIAIDS update 

Canadian Mental Health Association, 
Managing Health and Stress 

- Information Booth -- 
AIDS Vancouver 

BC Cancer Foundation 
BC Centre for Excellence In HIVIAIDS 
BC Coalition of People wlth Dlsabliities (BCCP 
BC Compassion Club Soclety 
BCANDS 
BC Persons wlth AlDS Society 

BCCPD, Advocacy Questions and 
Answers 
Tony Cave, Dr Peter Centre, Keep the 
Promises 
BREAK- Sandwlohes and remarks from 
Paul Lewand, Chair, BCPWA, and 
Wllliam Booth, E.Dir., AlDS Vancouver 

BC Compassion Club Society, 
Medlcal MariJauna 
IDC Pharmacy, Anti-retrovirai update 

DINNER 

Blake Hiebert. Pottery Demonstration, 
Pottery Room 2" H lo or- 

BCPWA (1 107 Seymour S t )  
am 10:OO Setup 

10:OO WAVE, Women and AlDS Virtual 
Education, PARC library, Presentation 
(PWN) discussion to follow 

pm I :OO BCPWA Advocacy Action Kits- 
Cheryl Colborne, Presentation, 
Questions & Answers to follow 

2:00 Video Presentation, Healing Our Splrlt 

3:00 From Grief to Action, Vldeo 

7:00 PWA Support Groups Gathering and 
Candlelight Vigil, Pi-, Pop and Cake 

Canadian Diabetes ~ssociat ion 
Canadian HIV Trials Network 
Canadlan Liver Foundation 
Canadian Mental Health Assoclation 
Carnegie AlDS Support Group 
DAMS 
DERA 
DEYAS 
Downtown Community Health Centre 
Dr. Peter Centre 
DTES HiVllDU Consumers' Board 
DTES Women's Resource Centre 
End Legislated Poverty 
Friends For Life Society 
From Grlef to Actlon 
gayway 
Heallng Our Splrlt 
HEPHIVE 
Hummingbird Klds Soclety 
lnslte 
Life Is Not Enough Soclety 
Lower Mainland Purpose Soclety 
McLaren Housing Society 
National Congress of Black Women 
Neighbours Flrst 
Oak Tree Clinic 
PACE 
PIVOT Legal Society 
Portland Hotel Society 
Positive Women's Network 
Red Road HlVlAiDS Network 
Shewav Proiect - - 
SOS 
Street Nurses AlDS PrevenUon Services 
Surrey HlVlAiDS Support Network 
The Centre 
The MATIDOT Program 
United Native Nations 
Urban Native Youth Society 
Van City Credit Union 
Vancouver Native Health Society 
VANDU 
WATARI 
Western Aboriginal Harm Reduction Society 
Wings Housing Soclety 
WISH 
YouthCO AlDS Society 



Hedy Fry, Llberal MP 
Joy McPhall, NDP MLA 
Jenny Kwan, NDP MLA 
Libby Davles, NDP MP 

( Carole James, NDP MLA (opposltlon leader) 
1 Oregor Robertson. NDP M U  
I Shane Slrnpson, NDP MLA 

Davld Chudnovsky, NDP MIA 
Adrian Dlx. NDP MIA 
Bill Siksay, NDP MP 
Stephen Owen, Liberal MP 
Peter Jullan, NOP MP 
Ulal Dosanjh. Llberal MP, Minister of Health 

Mayw and City Councillors, City of Vancouver 

Wllllam Booth, Executive Director, AlDS Vancouver 
Chris Buchner, VCHA 
Heather Hay. VCHA 
Peul Lewand, Chalr, BCPWA 

.' Over 60 Information boatha 
4 Women and AIDS Virtual Eduoatlon 
.' Video presentations and discusslona 
./ Joln In the actlvltleo 
J Draws and prizes throughout the day 

Food and refreshments 

Dr. Pder AIDS Diaries - 
Dec 1 - World AIDS Day Film Screening 

, f i d ~ , P , ' \ A n n h S v ? M $ $ . A A W J ~ A , V M A U W A ' A r M f i W ~  2 

c ' Service of Celebration 
"? 

.' < 

.< 7:00 pm A l l  are welcome 2 

% >  < Hot meal and social to follow service 
Central Presbyterian Church 

5 
5 
2 

I 155 Thurlow Street, Vancouver, BC 
presented by 

i i 
5 Central Presbyterian Church Christ Alive Community Church 

$ 2 
< < 
5 Rainbow Community Church 

Renaissance Christian Church 
i 

2 
St. John's United Church 

3 
<\ 
5 > St. Andrews-Wesley United Church 

5 
St Paul's Anglican Church 

c' 
2' 2 
2 

Alice MacKay Room from 7:30 to 9:30 PM of the $ 
Central Branch of the Vancouver Public L i b r a ~  5 

(350 West Georgia). Admission is Free. Info: $ 
wwv.necessan.voices. org 

For thousands of viewers who saw his "Dr. Peter $ 
3 

Diaries.' in their living rooms, Dr. Peter pulled aside 3 
a curtain, providing honest?;, pathos & humor as he 3 
detailed how he lived day-to-day with HIV/AIDS. ? <, 

After more than two years, what turned out to be his :; 
final d i an  was filmed. Dr. Peter Jepson-Young died 2 
on November 15,1992. q . .,, A",, 

~ n d  Candlelight Vigil 
7:OO-9:30pm 

1107 Seymour Street, Vancouver, BC 
Pizza, cake and pop will be served 

Door Prizes 
Presented by: 

Body Positive, Wednesday Night Support Group 
Carnegie Thursday Night Support Group 
Native Health WednesdaySupport Group 

St. Paul's Support Groups 



THE Downtown Eastsid-e. 

POETRY READING 
SABU lZDAY. I + 

sc;1Ke December 3rd @e 7 
open At 7:OO 


