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A Harvest of Inhumanity

My community -the downtown east side of Van-
couver- has been under siege for many years. But
during the last five years, the pounding and unmerci-
ful attack over a community that has endured tough
adversities -not only neglected but systematically
crushed-, has escalated to the point where people
spending the long cold winter nights on the side-
walks -some of them very ill with no food- are now
the object of a subtle annihilation. This is nothing
but A Harvest of Inhumanity.

Both the general public and media confirm that there
are many similarities all over British Columbia. The
~ designers of such an inhuman model should not be

* proud of their work. That model generally has lead
to disaster in other places on the planet. Some of
those designers and developers even have the nerve
+ to claim huge hikes to their already high wages and
bonuses, and they know they can get more for them-
selves from more and more cuts to essentials for the
poor. Shame. Every once in a while, they express
that they are very proud of what they have done..
-and even more proud of what is yet to come. We
wonder.

The homelessness rate and the other indicators of
poverty have increased considerably. If the proud
designers/developers would take the time to walk
through our neighborhood, they will clearly appreci-
ate that our community -integrated by human be-
ings- needs help and more resources for health, edu-
cation, trainings that lead to work and strong pro-
grams that will alleviate the situation of people liv-
ing in clear disadvantage -not the other way around.
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Furthermore, in some circles of our community there
are fears that the attack on social housing, through
more cuts or elimination of subsidies, could be the
next step of The Harvesters of Inhumanity. That
could lead to the obliteration of our neighborhood. Is
that the final solution they have for us before 2010?

It seems that the designers of this Harvest have
forgotten the values that a place to be called "the
best place on earth to live" must accomplish. Those
values must accord with international standards of
tolerance, compassion and non marginalization.
Maybe they should take a look at the definition of
those values in the glossary of the United Nations,
because to ignore (or the subtle writing off of) the
referred values, usually leads to the loss of seats in
parliaments. Such sad practice also leads to the loss
of business due to insecurity but, more importantly,
to the loss of lives of people in need. They talk about
globalization; well, if we are to pay attention to that
-very globally- some countries are taking to court,
indicting, judging and putting in jail those former
presidents, prime ministers, premiers, mayors, etc;
who, in one way or another, have caused damage,
repression and persecution of the poor.

The cost of managing that Harvest of Inhumanity ‘
not only may exceed doubtful budget surpluses, but
also could generate the very same roots that will
surely lead to one more even incredible human soci-
ety as a whole that eventually will bring more suffer-
ing and chaos to everybody, including the Designers
and their promoters, and of course to our children's
children.

Harvests of Inhumanity have happened in the past;
they have put communities under sicge. But history
has shown that communities under systematic har-
assment have been able to endure the most well or-
ganized and brutal sieges. The total collapse of the
Nazi army began on May 9, 1944, with the heroic
resistance of the community at Sevastopol. A year
later Sevastopol was awarded the title of Hero City.
Communities under siege can turn the tables and can
be winners. My community is a hero city.

By Jorge Escolan-Suay

[ Postscript: This article is dedicated to the person who
died very ill, hungry and cold on Hastings Street, on De-
cember 4, 2005. He was found dead lying on the ground,
beside his wheelchair, It is a harvest of inhumanity. ]




Pool Room Tournament - Christmas Eve

December 24th thru to early morning

BOXING DAY KARAOKE WITH DARRELL!!!
Monday. December 26. 2005
7pm - 10pm Carnegie Theatre
Wanna exercise those pipes singing Christmas jin-
gles and other good old-fashioned tunes?.
Refreshments served to all of you song birds.

Christmas Wishes, Desperate Dreams

Glows of red and green in colours seasonally bright
Cause giddy happiness with everyone you love in sight
Nothing else you could think of allows such lovely fun
Lying in glistening snow under the solstice sun.

Can you hear the gleeful cheers —some sing the carols
This time of year | feel little fear, roll out the barrels
Don't want to rest nor drift off to sleep

Dancing ‘round the yuletide tree, just taking a peek

Sliding down a chimney, old St. Nick sure gets around
He sleighs hither and yon, white-bearded he flies
Everywhere, beyond depression and around despair

Have some rum or eggnog set out with loving care

If you wish hard enough dreams may live as never before
| see the amazing magic reflected in your eyes

You've heard the tune where all your dreams are realized

You ache for these days to last forever

The crystal skies and the crisp chill weather
To anxiously wait for the snow drifts to appear
Angels sing while you hush in silence to hear.

Friends and family ties that will never sever

And warm memories that will live on forever
“Please come again — you're always welcome

It hurts to part, we see you so seldom

Never mind the time or day of year when you knock
| will always be here for you rny dear.”

Hearts do go longing when separated and woebegone
And to still love someone when things do go wrong

As we sit silent and close in this heartwarming hour
With the blazing hearth so warm and near

Know I'll always cherish you as | hug you hard

In the intensive fire's hot & infectious afterglow. Praise the Lord Lavrans Nielsen

Robyn Livingstone
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A question . . . Gentle Reader, Kat Norris had some of her poetry
published in Nov.15°s Newsletter and responded to a
number of people wondering who she is as follows:
oh cool . thankyou for that. I'm very busy with
having just finished with the craft fair and then the
; | Aboriginal Friendship] Center is now open as a
How do you, as a resident or common commuter to shelter and we sure could use some of Carnegie’s
the area, feel about these groups? . volunteers!at the center. They can call us at (604)
What would you like to see them do when [not if] 251-4844, Extension: 307 or 301 or better to just

they come? ) come by if possible. : 1607 East Hastings. Hours

Please submit your responses or any other recom- for the shelter are: 7pm to 7 am.
mendations to the Newsletter. You can let people asking know that I'm a very
proud Coast Salish women, with a story similar to
many, who just wants to make a little difference in
my world, someone with a story to tell, a mom who
loves her two sons Sky and Anthony, an activist who
loves her people even though they frustrate her so...
and someone who does what has to be done.

Love,

There are many groups — high school students,
church outreach/conversion teams, and so on — who
come to the neighbourhood for short periods of time
for service, education and other purposes.

Kat

Cash Registers and Christmas Trees

Last night a person passed away on Hastings.

For the guy huddled in dirty blankets

his bearded chin resting on the pew

sleeping in the morning making up

for wandering the night away again

for the guy yelling at some bureaucrat

he won’t have a Christmas this year

for me and a thousand other bums

tryin to repel all the Xmas hype, music and ads

for the daughter missing Dad and all the other dads
We wonder where this joyful season is

not here on the forgotten streets of Nowhereville
maybe for those lucky folks who have jobs, money
the spirit is easier to come by, but even

the well-intentioned miss the mark

Many people are upset about this, because he was a
member of our community. Also this man had some
kind of a disability ... as I cruised up to Carnegie
Centre today, [ witnessed him on the sidewalk, a
yellow something covering his body and his wheel-
chair beside it.

Needless to say | am very upset ... Please take a
moment and post the below places that are available
during the night. Don't let another person die in this
cold weather.

Thanks M
Tonight these Extreme Weather Shelters will open:
Aboriginal Friendship Centre.... 1607 E Hastings

‘ 8:00 PM the destitute despise this time of year
Aboriginal Mother Centre.......... 2()]? Dumas just a reminder of who we are not
8:00 PM just who we don’t share time with
Kitsilano Community Centre.....12th and Larch, and the mountains of material stuff
. . 9:00 PM we can neither give nor receive
First Baptist Church................ 969 Burrard.. I keep looking for the happiness of Christmas
9:00PM but all I see is a dull gray ache in the eyes
10th Ave Alliance Church......... 10th & Ontario.. of the old men time forgot
9:30 PM and the women no one really remembers any more
Evelyn Seller Centre................ 320 Alexander...
12:00 AM R. Loewen



DURING THE HOLIDAYS,
LET’S REMEMBER THE PEOPLE
WHO WORK EVERY DAY

On Dec. 17th all around the world, sex workers and
groups commemorate sex workers who were killed
and who have died. Also, this day brings global
attention to our prevailing unsafe working
conditions.

In Vancouver, a few of us organized an event two
years ago with a candle light vigil at the steps of the
Vancouver Art Gallery. It was a very moving and
well attended memorial.

This year, a number of sex workers and allies are
planning an event at the Vancouver Art Gallery (on
Hornby at Robson) for 6:30 pm. This will coincide
with the 7 pm moment of silence that will take place
around the world. This means every hour for 24
hours a minute has been reserved for this deserving
issue. We will join others in the PST zone.

Please mark your calendars, and stay tuned for
further details. If you want to help in this event's
organization or have ideas for specific actions,
please contact me.

One thing, you can do is start collecting candles
and red umbrellas for this event. The Red Umbrella
has become a symbol in our call for protection and
safety. Last month, in Brussels Belgium at a Europ-
ean Gathering of Sex Workers, close to 4000
workers and allies marched the streets with red
umbrellas- powerful symbol!

In Solidarity
Marika Sandrelli
(604) 687-1175

marikas@shaw.ca

[ don’t have no one

But | feel

All my relatives are here

[ should be with them

My brothers are here

My sisters are here

I wish all the happinesses

To every person

In the East of Main and Hastings Area
[ wish all the happinesses

To every person

Who read the newspaper

At Carnegie Centre

I wish all the happinesses

To every person

Who they are with good heart

They are helpful at Carnegie Centre

I wish all the happinesses

To every person who give the hand
And love to other persons

What is the truth?

[ don’t want to know

I wish all the happinesses

To whom work with love in this area
Merry Christmas to every person who is homeless
I want to say I love you, like a damn fool
Don’t hurt these people

In this area

Who gave you that power?

To hurt anyone?

No more pain.

I wish all the happinesses to my brothers
And sisters.

Merry Christmas to every person

And Happy New Year Everyone.

By Nahid A. Nasirabadi




‘I couldn't raise the tuition fees for the
university of life.’

Carnegie participates in pilot project to
get homeless people on welfare

For the last six weeks or so Carnegie street work-
ers have been participating in a pilot project of the
Ministry of Employment and Income Assistance and
the City of Vancouver to get homeless people off the
street, onto welfare, and into housing,

The idea of a pilot project was a recommendation
in the City's Homeless Action Plan last June. Then,
in his speech in the legislature on November 21st
Claude Richmond, the Minister in charge of welfare,
acknowledged that 70 per cent of homeless people
may be eligible for welfare but are "not applying."

For the last few weeks the welfare office in the
Downtown Eastside was open an hour early for two
days a week. Carnegie street workers found home-
less people, accompanied them to the welfare office,
and then to the various places they had to go to
complete the application for welfare: banks, the tax
office, doctors, elc.

When a person goes to the welfare office in the
middle of the day, "There are 15 people in there;
there is a line up; people are sleeping; there's ten-
sion," explained Bob Moss of the street worker pro-
gram. But when the street workers went in with peo-
ple to apply for welfare early, it was calm, "The
whole feel of the office changed and it made a big
difference," said Moss.

Ministry staff seemed to relax rules a bit. "They
didn't throw them out the door but they delayed the
timing of them. People didn't have to wait 3 weeks
for their first cheque, but they all had to find a place
to live and get a bank account. They still have to do
employment plans. Some are capable of starting
right away and some not."

' Moss said the whole project was rewarding for all
involved. "About 80 per cent of the homeless people
were just dumbfounded that we could do this," he
said. Carnegie workers got a lot of satisfaction out of
being able to take part, and it was much easier for
them to approach the Ministry as a team member
than as an advocate. Moss said Ministry workers
were very co-operative and bent over backwards to
help out. Some people got extra money for clothing,
furnishings, diet, and even the Christmas bonus.

Virtually every person who was taken to the wel-
fare office by the street workers got on welfare and
into a room. Unfortunately, the project was limited
to about 4 people per week.

The pilot project is now over. It will be reviewed
by city and provincial officials next month. They
want to see if people stay in their rooms or go back
out on the street. Now we're waiting to see if it will
be continued or not afler the review.

In any event the success of the project seems to
prove that people want to live inside if given a
chance, and that welfare rules and procedures are so
cumbersome they exclude some of the most vulner-
able people from getting assistance.

The Carnegic Community Action Project (CCAP)
has called for an immediate expansion of this pilot
project to improve the health and save the lives of
homeless people. In the longer term CCAP wants
welfare rules and processes that keep people in need
from getting assistance to be ended.

By JEAN SWANSON
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Austina and Andrea
Santa’s Twisted Sisters

MERRY CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO ALL
OF OUR HARD WORKING VOLUNTEERS

You may be getting tired of hear me sing you
praises, but | never get tired of singing them. I can-
not imagine life at Carnegie without you. I am so
often humbled by how much you give of your time,
skills, knowledge and talent, but most of all, your-
selves. THANK YOU are two small words but said
with huge gratitude and admiration.

My desire for you is to enter this new year with a
giving and forgiving heart _ your heart can't break if
you keep it soft _ and it is ever so much sweeter a
way to get through the day, and no one can take
THAT away from you!

All the very very best to you, Colleen

Beginner’s Storytelling Workshops

With karenza

Build confidence

Improve public speaking skills
Build vocabulary

Improve conversation skills

Every Wednesday, 2 — 4 pm
Carnegie Learning Centre 3" floor.

Merry Christmas

I thought I would get into the hype of the craziness
during this month of the year.

I would like to take this time to thank all of our
Carnegie members, especially those who volunteer
in order to make things happen at Carnegie; RE-
MEMBER you are doing a great job and for that |
would like to thank you personally.

Without a helping hand we wouldn't be where we
are today. 1 am pleased and moved with all of our
hard working volunteers.

Carnegie’s staff have done a swell job this year;
some left us and some stayed - Michael left and was
replaced by Ethel - who will be running the show
with everyone's help. A HUGE thank you to every-
one for making my life simple.

Without Volunteers, I can not imagine what 1t
would be like. However, 1 can tell you that many
people have approached me and thanked me from
the littlest to the biggest problem.

Life is so good - keep it up. VOLUNTEERS be-
come best of friends eh ~

My heart goes out to those who passed on to the
other side; for me many of them are in a safer place.

Margaret D Prevost, CCCA President

PLEASE Remember today is just another and my
needs are very simple. PLEASE pass on a smile -
say hello to those staring at the sidewalk. The world
is so BEAUTIFUL, so walk talk and be proud!




CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
WITH U.S. WAR RESISTERS IN B.C.
Saturday Dec.17, 11 am
at the Unitarian Church
949 west 49™ Ave., Vancouver

As the movement t to “Bring The Troops Home”
grows, more and more people of conscience are
leaving American military service and seeking

refuge in Canada. They have left family and friends,
refusing to be part of an illegal and immoral military

action, choosing instead to make Canada their new
home.

As was the case for tens of thousands of Vietnam
era war resisters taking a stand for peace 30 years
ago, some came by themselves, others with partners
and children. What better opportunity to show them
they are welcome in Canada, that they have our
support and are not alone.

There will be music, merriment, refreshments and
gifts. Everyone is welcome. In lieu of admission or
gifts, donations to the War Resisters Support
Campaign will be gratefully accepted.

How You Can Help

Call on the Canadian government to demonstrate
its commitment to international law and the treaties
which 1t is a signatory, by making provision for US
war objectors to have sanctuary in this country.
Regardless of the technical decisions of the
Immigration and Refugee Board, Canada should not
punish US war objectors for exercising their
conscience and refusing to fight. If they are
returned to the USA, they face incarceration and
possibly even death.

To add your name to this declaration, please visit:
http://www.petitiononline.com/resister/petition. html
Write your Member of Parliament, Prime Minister
Paul Martin and the Minister of Citizenship &
Immigration, Jack Volpe.

Phone 613-941-6888 (between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00
| p.m.) Fax 613-941-6900 Email pm@pm.gc.ca

Minister of Citizenship & Immigration

Joe Volpe - Phone 613-954-1064 (between 8:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m.) Fax 613-957-2688

A WINTER SOLSTICE
LANTERN PROCESSION

will be winding through Chinatown to light up
the longest night of the year. The procession
starts at Science World or Strathcona Com-
munity Centre at 6:00 pm, and ends at the Dr.
Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden. Free.

DEC. 21 6:30 - 9:30 PM

KARAOKE NIGHT ON THURSDAYS IN THE
WEST HOTEL
Is proud to introduce the first Vancouver Idol com-
petition. Every week ten people out of 50 contestants
will be eliminated. We have our own judging panel
consisting of Gordie Tyler (aka Simon), Diamond
Dave (the nice judge) and Adrienne (aka Paula).

In about 5 weeks we will be naming the first Van-
couver Idol There are no age limitations on this
one, anyone can enter,

It should be a lot of fun so come out and try out
your pipes every Thursday night starting at 8 pm.
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On Christmas Eve
the entire village
went tobogganing

on the sloping banks
of Muskrat Lake.
Everyone was bundled up
in mukluks

parkas

mitts

and scarves.

Some came to watch,
others to ride

on this festive night
of clouds and stars.

Some toboggans scooted down
like otters.

Others slid sideways, and
still others turned over.

Tiny children

with wide eyes

were held firmly by parents
who rode with them.
Everyone who wanted a ride
found a place on a toboggan.
No one was left out.

Jeremiah, who was six,
tugged on my arm.

Come for a ride, he said,

and | rode with Jeremiah

and as many of his friends
as would fit on the toboggan.
Down the hill we went

with shouts and screams

and the toboggan skidded sideways
and we all fell off

and Jeremiah jumped up
eyes shining,

and ran after the toboggan.

Big, fluffy flakes of snow

began to fall

from the dark sky.

Children tried to catch snowflakes
on their tongues,

and older folks stood still
and let the large flakes
land on their heads

and outstretched hands.

Gradually people started
to go home.

There were children

to put to bed,

and hands and feet

to be warmed.

It stopped snowing,

and stars were visible
among the clouds.

In the distance

a wolf howled,

and the dogs at Muskrat Lake
took up the call.

Sandy Cameron

S




Dear Friends, December 1st, 2005

Tuesday, November 29th was my last day in the
Vancouver City Council Chambers. It has been an
incredible three years of which I am very proud. We
~ as COPE ran on a very strong platform to make this
~ city work for all neighbourhoods and all people. We
opened up City Hall to all the diversities, and im-
plemented innovative policies that made this city
- sing. We made sure that all our projects worked
socially, environmentally and economically. We
listened to neighbourhoods and responded.

See my website www.ellenwoodsworth.com for
some of our achievements.

Sadly I was not reelected as a City Councillor.
There was much more that [ wanted to do for Van-
couver with all of you. So much more needs to be
done to provide homes for the homeless, to imple-
ment the Gender Equality Strategy and to make sure
that the World Peace Forum moves the world for-
ward, to mention a few.

I would like to thank my supporters and all the citi-
zens who were active in this election. Unfortunately
the voter turn out was low. This always hurts us.
We need to do so much more to get people inter-
ested in and active in municipal politics for the next
clection. Please do contact the new Council after
they are sworn in on Dec.5/05 to make sure they
implement Council decisions and don't cut away
what we have accomplished while maintaining Van-
couver's triple A credit rating.

It has been an honour to have served as a Vancouver
City Councillor Thank you so much for all you have
shared with me, support that you have given me in
so many ways and suggestions that you have made
as to how I could improve this City.

If you would like to remain active please do email
me at ewoods(@ven.be.ca

Sincerely,
Ellen Woodsworth

Dear Inspectors Rolls and Petit:

The Neighbourhood Safety Office and DEYAS have
been alerted through the media that the VPD is now
actively "encouraging" (through arrest) drug addicts
to use Insite [supervised, safe injection facility].
. While there are many arguments that can made
against this type of action, our immediate concern is
that the resources that serve these addicts, primarily
Insite and DEYAS, were not notified of this action.

It would seem that to best serve the neighbourhood,
as well as street addicts, the few resources that are
available should be notified so they will be prepared
for extra traffic. It would also be helpful that there
be some communication to ensure that the expected
load of service can be borne by existing resources.
Perhaps we all agree that the worst outcome would
be to arrest and negatively compel addicts to use
resources that may not be available to them.

Thanks for your attention..

Lyn Cutshall, Interim Coodinator
Downtown Eastside Neighbourhood Safety Office

OF LOVE

Lying here alone

Atop of the covers
Staring up at the ceiling
Thinking of you
Memories passing

In my mind

Listening to the songs
Each one about us
I’m missing you

I soak up each one
They fill my soul
With longing for you. ..

I remember the love

And [ often wonder

Does he think of me

As I still think of him
When I hear the songs
That we claimed as ours. ..

The soft-spoken words
We once shared

That meant that we cared
Long hours on the phone
Passing by like minutes



Hanging up anytime
Was too soon —
too hard to say good-bye

I couldn’t get enough of you
You couldn’t get enough of me
And all our friends said...

That we made a good pair

Each time we were together
Was like living a dream

Then...I shut my eyes...

As you open the door
*“Hi babe’, | whisper in my mind

A warm mist touches my skin
As steam escapes into the room
A nice tangy scent follows. ..
aftershave

[ hear you walk softly,
slide open a drawer...

My eyes flicker open...
Your head perks up

Together we hear a voice
A little voice calling us
From the other room....

Kat Norris

An Old-Time Miner Speaks
"When I talk, | am liable to do some tall running off

at the mouth. I am a long distance talker, and for all |

I know 1 may take you for a long ride in the wrong
direction. I am a miner for forty-five years, and I
have been tunneling a shaft straight into the poor
house. You can't call that very good mining,

"I am a hard rock man, and I learned my business at
Kermit, California (in the 1870's). That was big dig-
gings, and some of the best of the old hands were
there. 1learned my business from the ground down,
You don't learn from the ground up in my business.
I could cut timber and cut my own steel before I was
twenty-five. In those days (!870's to 1890's), a
man didn't hang on to his job like a priest to a par-
ish. Every once in a while we just drug down our
pay on principle, and went down the road to a new
job. They'd call us hoboes now, I guess. But in

Ue :
’ " z
ﬁ". 2 *dl )

them days we was known as Overland Johns, and by
god, I knew every creek and cow between here and ' ‘
Mexico, and right back up to Alaska. '
"You would think that mining your life away was
enough of a gamble, but no. A miner wouldn't have

it that way. He had to buck the tiger and sweat out

hole cards (gamble at roulette and cards) right along
with his other prospecting. Sometimes they'd hit

(win), but not very often. One poor Cornishman

came into one place with not enough clothes on him

to flag a handcar. He walked up to the (roulette)

wheel and put his last dollar on the double O. He

was drunk, and it pays 86 to 1, and damn me if he
didn't hit pay dirt (win). The dealer knew there was-

n't no double O coming up twice in a row so he says,
"Leave her lay, Jack." Well, the Cornishman left his

winnings on the double O, and by damn, here comes

the old double O again. The house only had $1,800

dollars, and he took it all. In three days I saw the
Cornishman and all he had was the jimmies (shakes)
and no breakfast. The next time I saw him, he was

bull cook in a Mormon camp and happy as hell. He

said that as soon as he made a stake, he was going

out prospecting,.

AV g

"I guess that if a man has miner's blood in him, he
can't never make it on top of the ground. He's like a
mole: he can tell his way around by the kind of rock
he's in, but the wind don't make no sense. I quit my
last job because I was too cold, not too old. It was
up in Canada, and you could pitch a biscuit out the
cook house door onto a glacier."
Hank Simms

7
29

Hank Simms was born in 1852. He was interviewed
in 1938 when he was a vigorous 86 years old. People
were hired as part of President Roosevelt's New
Deal in the 1930's to record the stories of old-timers.
These stories are kept in the Library of Congress.




School Holiday

Hi again. I've been pretty busy (kinda sick
and doing a hellofalotta readin and I haven’t written
anything lately for the newsletter. I thought you
might want to know how school is going. We are on
our Christmas break until early January 2006 and |
thought I"d give a little report. Fittingly enough our
last 2 classes were called The Historical Jesus. It
was a very interesting class and it was nothing like |
thought it was going to be, you know religious stuff.
The instructor, Robert Cousland made it very inter-
esting and it wasn’t only me who thought so. I think
it was one of the liveliest discussions our class has
had since the beginning of school last September.
Rob talked about The DaVinci Code, a work of fic-
tion by Dan Brown. (I’'m presently reading the
book.) We also talked about other things including
the Dead Sea Scrolls, Nag Hammadi, Josephus, a
writer from 90 C.E. (Common Era for those not
comfortable with A.D.) and a movie called “Spear of
Destiny.” I'm not gonna try and repeat everything
that was said or even try to give an explanation of ir.
You just had to be there and I'm glad that I was.

Rob tried to give us an idea of how history
is kept by asking us to write something about our
great-grandparents. I think there were 3 people in
our class of about 20 who had something to say
about their great-grandparents. Try as I might I
could only get about 2 or 3 lines down. I knew
something was up when he said it was okay to write
down that we didn’t know anything about our ances-
tors. His point was: How could we believe some-
thing that had taken place 2 millennia ago and be-
lieve that it was true?! Then he went on to talk about
other things. As I said it was a lively class.

Before that we read the book “Jarhead” by
Anthony Swofford and then we went to see the
movie which I felt was a lot better than the book.

The instructor, Michael Zeitlin, was pretty intense
and I learned quite a bit about the American war
machine. We also did some classes on Gender Stud-
ics with Chris Shelley, another interesting and fasci-
nating instructor. Prior to that we did some chil-
dren’s literature with Michelle Superle. We read and
discussed 2 children’s books. (The Secret Garden
and Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.)
Although they were for young people I guess I liked
them and was fascinated by the transformation chil-
dren undergo when faced with terrifying odds. It
seems that the only transformable kids are orphans
and I have my doubts about that.

Before that there was Media Studies and
Semiotics. Both were interesting and the teachers
(Tomasz and Margo) were again very good. Nicola
showed us the way through the elements of Litera-
ture with 2 readings: “The Painted Door” and “Na-
ture of Pure Evil.” Both had their good and bad
points. I don’t know where they are getting all these
wonderful teachers, but I hope they keep getting
them. I know I left out a few teachers but it gets bor-
ing trying to fit everyone into a little story. Sorta like
thanking everyone I knew when [ won an “Oscar”
for Best Screenplay. ;<)

I sure am learning a lot in this class called
Humanities 101. Now I’'m looking forward to the
next 3 or 4 months and I just hope they are as inter-
esting as the last 4.

With that I wish you all the best in 2006. 1
hear it’s gonna be the best year yet. Oh veah
HAPPY HOLIDAYS and, for those of you who be-
lieve, Merry Christmas.

hal

Subject: October 15 newsletter.

On October 15th you printed a nice note from
"Hal", about sketching and greeting in the city.
[the assignment was to make a sketch, either rough
or finished, showing detail or just an outline, of ar-
chitecture that really caught your eye and/or in-
trigued you].

1 hope you will print a thank you note and tell Hal
that in all the years I have been urging people to
sketch, and to really look closely at things, I have
never thought of the social benefits of simple art.

Thank you Hal.

Arthur Allen, [Architect|
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Now's the time to pressure the government
to improve welfare rates and rules

Now’s the time to get this message to
the BC Minister in charge of welfare,
Claude Richmond: He needs to
increase welfare rates and end the
barriers that prevent people in need
from getting welfare.

Here’s some information that might
help you write a letter to Richmond to
argue for better welfare rates and rules.

Richmond’s address: Richmond’s
address is PO Box 9058, STN PROV
GOVT, Victoria, BC V8W 9E1. His
fax number is 250-356-7292.

Why is it important to write the
letter now? According to the Dec. 2™
Globe and Mail Richmond said that
income assistance rates are “currently
under review in anticipation of next
year’s budget.” Budgets are usually
introduced in the provincial legislature
in late February or March. So you need
to get your message to him soon. Here
are some reasons you can use:

Shelter rate won’t provide safe
housing: People who are forced to rely
on welfare, or are homeless because they
can’t get it, are really suffering. One
homeless man died on the street in the
Downtown Eastside earlier this month.
Service workers across the province are
saying that they cannot find safe, healthy
housing for people who have to rely on

the meager shelter portion of welfare to
pay rent. Inthe Downtown Eastside,
according to a city report, only 19 per
cent of rooms rent for $325 or less, the
welfare shelter allowance for a single
person.

Support rate won’t provide healthy
diet: The Dieticians of Canada are also
saying, in a November, 2005 report, that
welfare rates are not high enough for
people to eat a healthy diet, or any diet,
for that matter. They say a family of 4
on welfare won’t have any money left to
spend on food if they pay average
amounts for rent and other daily living
COsts.

BC welfare rates aren’t high
compared to the rest of Canada:
Richmond says he doesn’t want BC rates
to be higher than other provinces. No
problem. According to the National
Council of Welfare (Welfare incomes
2004) BC’s rate for single “employable”
people is below the rates in the three
territories, Newfoundland and Labrador,
Quebec and Ontario.

(Continued on next page)




Homelessness caused by welfare barriers...

(Continued from previous page)
Vancouver cost of living is highest
the in Canada: Besides, Vancouver has
the highest cost of living of any city in
Canada according to a 2001 Quality of

Life report from Vancouver’s Social
Planning Department. The report says
Vancouver’s housing costs are 2 to 4
times higher than the other cities
surveyed.

Welfare was better when Richmond
was Minister in 1989: When Richmond
was Minister for the Social Credit
government, back in 1989, a single so-
called employable person got $193 a
month (it’s $185 today) for the support
part of welfare (everything but rent).
The shelter rate in 1989 was $275, for a
total of $468. According to the Bank of
Canada inflation calculator, the welfare
rate today would have to be $669 to have
the same purchasing power that it did in
1989. In fact, the current rate is $510.

Homelessness caused by barriers to
getting on welfare: Virtually all reports
on homelessness in BC say that one of
the big causes is that people are not able
to get on welfare. Claude Richmond
himself, said in his speech on budget
estimates on November 21, 2005 that
“an estimated 70 per cent of [1200
people without shelter] may be eligible
for income assistance—many of them
are not applying.” That’s because

welfare rules and procedures are
cumbersome, bureaucratic, and
degrading. These rules, like the three
week wait for assistance after you apply,
the two year independence test, the
requirement for employment plans, need
to be abolished.

Welfare spending helps community
businesses: Unlike money spent by
government on tax loopholes for the
rich, money spent by the government on
welfare goes directly into the community
where people live to pay for rent,
transportation, food and other living
costs. If welfare rates were set at humane
levels, it would help “revitalize” the
Downtown Eastside.

(Continued on next page)
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Get that letter off to Richmond...

(Continued from previous page)
Wealthy are doing ok: BC has over

56,000 millionaire families who have a
total of about $150 billion in wealth,
according to the Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives (Steve Kerstetter,
Rags and Riches). The annual budget

. for the Ministry of Employment and
Income Assistance (welfare) is about
$1.35 billion to serve about 324,000
people with income assistance and other
programs.

This huge inequality causes poor
health, early death and lots of other
bad things: New studies on the impact
of inequality in developed countries
show that low income people suffer from
increased stress because of being looked
down on and discriminated against. This

Letter writing workshop at Carnegie

Tell the government to increase welfare rates

Everyone welcome
Time: December 29, 1 to 3 pm
Place: Carnegie Art Gallery (third floor)
Envelopes, stamps, paper, facts about welfare, and help

writing letters will be available.
Sponsored by the Camegie Community Action Project (CCAP)

stress triggers hormones that increase
blood pressure and blood clotting and
reduce the effectiveness of the immune
system. As a result the poor are sick
more and die younger than people who
are not poor. According to Richard
Wilkinson (The impact of inequality,
2005), “Inequality shifts the whole
distribution of social relationships away
from affectionate and toward
conflictual.” Reducing inequality, says
Wilkinson, affects a huge range of social
problems from homicides, to racism and
sexism, to levels of violence, to voter
turnout.

So...get that letter off to Claude
Richmond, and hopefully, be part of
getting a more humane welfare system
for everyone.




N

“ Thak #oodness
[l

ba Safeiy re-
tired before they
can vote.

- ':- 0“9’ in “)LU’& 3
e BC. children S8
A\ 1N poverty

Humanities 101 Community Program:
events and educational opportunities

"Community R in r g
Humanities 101 organises small groups that meet at
the Carnegie once a month. These are like reading
groups or book clubs: a small group of 6-15 people
get together in the third classroom with one of our
UBC student facilitators in a friendly learning envi-
ronment to talk about a reading or topic (a story or
poem, a philosophy or argument, etc). These are free
& open to everyone, but they are not informal drop-
ins. Students must make a commitment to attend,
read the material and participate. Please call us if
you are interested, or speak to the facilitator there.
Creative Writing Group: Friday December 30th 10am
Literature Reading Group: Saturday January 7th 10am
Study Group in Economics, Politics & Community:
Saturday January 7th 12 noon

Existentialist Reading Group: Saturday January 7, 2pm
Rock and Roll Study Group: Sunday January 8, 12pm
The Shakespeare Reading Group: Sunday Jan. 8, 2 pm

"People’s Education: A Humanities 101 Commu
nity Mini-Course":

In January 2006, Humanities 101 will offer a free
mini-course in education taught by Sarah Mills, who
is completing her Masters degree in adult education
at UBC. Classes will be held every two weeks, for
two hours on Sunday afternoons. The theme of the
course will be education in the service of reducing
oppression. Readings will include the work of Paulo
Friere, bell hooks, and many more philosophers of
education. This is a certificate course, so attendance
at all 8 classes is a must, and students will be re-
quired to do readings and homework. There are 15
seats available, so if you are interested, please con-
tact Peter in the Humanities 101 ofTice to register.

"Financial Literacy Training Workshop"

Do you want to get control over your personal fi-
nances, learn more about banking & credit, and get a
certificate in the process. In conjunction with Family
Services of Greater Vancouver, Humanities 101 of-
fers this FREE Financial Literacy Training course to
low and limited-income people who want to gain
better control over their personal finances, build
their skills and access information to effectively
manage their money and plan for their future. It aims
to educate participants in the workings of

the financial system and how their personal finances
fit within it. This course will run for four consecu-
tive Friday evenings, 7 - 9pm, at the Belkin House,
555 Homer Street. There’s a January course and a
March course. 15 students will be admitted to each.
This is a certificate course: attendance is mandatory.
If you are interested you must register by calling
Peter at Humanities 101.

"Humanities 101 Free Public Lecture Series
at the Carnegie":
Kristiana Clemens of Co-op Radio 102.7
The Community Radio Movement
Facilitator: Henry Flam, Humanities 101
Friday January 13th 7pm, third floor

To reach Humanities 101: 604-822-0028 or
hum101@jinterchange.ubc.ca
Our website: hitp://humanities101.arts.ubc.ca/




Apples and Oranges

I first mainlined heroin when I was 15, back in °72.
It was novel but nothing compared to the MDA we
were all blowing our minds with. The ether rush, the
speed drug mixed in with the “love drug™ was irre-

‘sistable. By 1975 the world had changed and the old
“time ‘DA was gone for good.

Ski to the 80’s and the cocaine was laced with ether
~vyou could smell it in the spoon. The rush was in-
describable and came close to the ecstasies of MDA.

Skip to the late 90°s and China White: people were
ODing on 2 papers (sometimes even less). The body
count in a year was in excess of 500 deaths.

- And now the new century where crack is king. I've
known heroin addicts since the 80°s who haven’t
really changed mentally .- older, more beat up, but
basically the same people. These days the cocaine is
a little stronger but no ether rush so it’s not the same
drug anymore.

Crack is a modern-day curse unequalled by any
drug I've taken in 35 years of getting high. The rapid
deterioration, both mental and physical, is totally
mind-numbing. No drug in my experience has
proven to drag a person down to gutter-level as
quick as rock does. Crack addicts can’t function be-
vond scoring the next toke. Any moral capacity goes
out the window with just one toke.

Junkies have a shitload more integrity than crack-
heads. Junkies even help each other out when one is
sick and brotherman’s got some to spare. That just
doesn’t happen in the rock world. I’ve seen people
turn from reasonably reliable dope fiends into ani-
mals quicker than you can say free base. Ripoffs are
an integral part of the rock game. Junkies who rip-
off either get “hot capped” or disappear but ripoffs
are rare among full-blown addicts. A certain broth-
erhood and sympathy exist in the junk world; no
such humanity exists in rock heaven.

Living in the DTES we see the effects every day:
heroin does not bring on the apparent retardation we

S

see in the cocaine aerobics of the staggering crack-
head. The “monkey walk™ of crackheads is a dead
give-away to the practiced eye.

I know it seems like comparing apples and oranges
but 1, for one, feel the world was a lot better off with
heroin being the big evil of society.

The younger generation of druggies has grown up
with rock. One wonders — if they seem retarded now,
what will these people be like in 10 or 15 years?
You can function for a lifetime using opiates but
crack destroys mind, body and soul at such an
alarming rate it scares me. I never thought 1'd look
back fondly on the days when heroin was the No.1
evil in the drug world. Only time will tell what new
monsters the future will produce.

R. Loewen

November 30, 2005
Dear Mr [Mayor-Eiect].Sullivan:

Insite, Vancouver's safe injection facility, is an
essential harm reduction element of Vancouver's
"four-pillar" drug strategy. I am writing to you to
seck your support for maintaining Insite as a harm
reduction service and not allowing the Vancouver
Police Department to turn it into a law enforcement
tool.

L




It was with alarm that we learned of the VPD's new
practice of arresting anyone injecting in public, in-
cluding outside of Insite, to force all injectors to
limit their injection to the safe site. As with all
health measures, the use of Insite should be a matter
of choice, and police and other public servants
should do what they can to refer people to voluntary
use of the site. At a hearing on November 22, your
predecessor, Senator Larry Campbell, told the To-
ronto City Council that the Vancouver police were
part of Insite's effectiveness, as they regularly re-
ferred people to the facility. Effectively forcing peo-
ple into the facility is very different from referral,
and it does not show respect for the facility's public

~ health mission.

As Vancouver's experience has shown time and
again, cracking down on those who find themselves
having to inject in a public location will only
heighten an environment of criminalization and fear,
and cause some people who use drugs to inject in
remote and unsafe locations. The step forward that
the city has achieved in providing a safe injection
facility should not be an excuse for police crack-
downs.

Along with many others across Canada, we advo-
cated over a long period for Vancouver and other
cities to offer safe drug consumption facilities to
people who use illicit drugs. We applaud your city
for moving forward and are gratified that evaluations
of Insite have been so positive. People who use
drugs also have a human right to the highest attain-
able standard of health services and goods, and In-
site is an example of moving toward the realization

of this right. But we very much fear that this new
police practice will undermine the effectiveness of
Insite, and of the four-pillar strategy more broadly,
by again allowing law enforcement considerations to
overshadow effective public health measures,

This new police practice also amounts to discrimina-
tion against women who use drugs and those drug
users who require assistance in injecting. As you arc
undoubtedly aware, because of unnecessarily restric-
tive federal regulations, Insite does not allow people
who use drugs to be assisted in the act of injection,
either by Insite staff or by a friend or partner.

Women are much more likely than men to need as-
sistance in injecting, and they are thus less likely to
seek to inject at Insite, where they cannot get the
help they need. They are thus deprived not only of
safer injecting, but also of the other services Insite
offers. Recent research indicates that up to 40 per-
cent of people who inject drugs in Vancouver report
that they require assistance with injections at certain
times. Other research from Vancouver suggests that
people who need assistance in injecting are much
more vulnerable to HIV than others.

Rather than turning a blind eve to overzealous and
effectively discriminatory policing, we call on you
to support more pragmatic and human rights meas-
ures. We call on you to join us in urging Vancouver
Coastal Health to rethink the policy of banning as-
sisted injection at Insite. Allowing assistance to be
provided by users of the facility to other users may
be the first step and may present fewer legal liability
issues than injection assistance provided by staff
members.

If there is a concern about people having to wait
outside the doors of Insite because the facility has a
high volume of users, it is clear that effectively co-
ercing larger numbers into secking refuge in the fa-
cility is not a sustainable solution, We hope that the
City of Vancouver will do everything possible to
find the resources to establish other such facilities.

As Toronto and other cities across Canada establish
harm reduction policies and drug strategies, the
Vancouver experience is being scrutinized as a
model. We appeal to you in your future capacity as
chairman of the Vancouver Police Board to order a
revisiting of the policy of arresting all people inject-
ing in a public place. We urge you to ensure that the
staff and management of Insite, representatives of
people who use drugs, health professionals and other
stakeholders, in addition to the police, are part of
discussions of this policy and of the law enforce-
ment pillar of the city's drug strategy.

We hope that your leadership as mayor will be felt
in all four areas of Vancouver's drug strategy.

Sincerely yours,
Joanne Csete, Executive Director
Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network
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Street Book Giveaways

Book giveaways take place on Hastings Street out-
side the Carnegie Centre on Fridays at 2.30pm. On
December 16, we’re having a holiday book give-
away with lots more books than usual and free hot
apple cider!

Want to check out something for the holidays?
We’ve got a shelf of seasonal books, including cook-
ing, crafls, stories and traditions. It’s just below the
New Books Shelf.

New Books:

Listening to Our Ancestors: The Art of Native Life
on the North Pacific Coast (979.5) is a gorgeous
book in which writers from eleven Northwest Coast
communities describe the importance of carvings,
weavings and other art to their cultures.

We've just received lots of books to help you im-
prove your English. Take a look at Elementary Eng-
lish Grammar (425), Painless Reading Compre-
hension (428 4), the Collins Cobuild Learners Dic-
tionary (428.34), the Collins C obuild Phrasal Verbs
Dictionary (428.34) and the Collins Cobuild Idioms
Dictionary (428 .34).

Or maybe you want to improve your Spanish? Try
Streetwise Spanish (468.34) or Spanish Grammar
in Context (468.34).

Beth, your librarian

Welfare cuts just as devastating to people
outside the Downtown Eastside

The Downtown Eastside isn't the only place in BC
where people are at their wits end because of gov-
ernment policies that have increased poverty and
hopelessness in their community.

On November 29th I went to Vernon to participate
in two poverty forums organized by the Vernon
Women's Centre. One was for people who provide
social services in the area. The other was open to the
public.

People in Vernon are now talking about a higher
crime rate, drugs and prostitution that they used to
think were problems only in Vancouver. Several
people who work with at risk youth said it was im-
possible to rent safe, healthy accommodation in
Vernon for the $325 a month that welfare provides
to single people, if they can even get on welfare.
Sandra Miller told the poverty forum in the evening
that the biggest problem they were having was try-
ing to get youth at risk into safe housing and finding
that, because welfare rates are so low, they could
only place people in crack houses where they're right
back in a bad situation.

Marilyn Evans of the Vernon Native Friendship
Centre said, "People need food and housing, even
people who have jobs." Evans added something fa-
miliar to Downtown Eastsiders, "A lot of needy peo-
ple can't get income assistance because of the puni-
tive rules governing income assistance.

Diane Brisson, a self advocate, explained that "You
can't be productive if you have no roof, no food and
you're ill." And she noted that there was a lot of
prejudice against people who are women, native or
poor. "[People] automatically have an opinion about
you," she said.

Pat Burnip of the Vernon Women's Centre assured
the people who attended the forums that the groups
would work on strategy and actions to tackle poverty
in their area. Their first plan is to present a summary
of the information gathered at the poverty forums to
the new city council in January.

By Jean Swanson
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knocking on your door
no answer

peeking into your room
to see if you’re home
permeation of 100 proof
hits the air

bed’s unmade

or at other times unslept in

til 7 or 8 o’clock am

or maybe the night before monday

do you know

what heartache feels like

it hurts you know, when it’s for
someone you love

so much,

someone you thought you knew
so well

can’t get rid of the pain
in my chest

it’s like holding

in this big cry

big boys

big girls don’t cry

be strong, it’ll be okay
you shouldn’t worry

but it hurts to be strong

it hurts to worry, it’s in

the front of my mind

all night, all day, at work

on the bus, at the store

at lunch .. reading my paper
at pow wow night, the dance
getting ready for the dance
getting ready for anything,

even watching my favorite shows
no longer brings joy

talking to my friends is hard
because the only thing in
my heart the only topic

in my brain, in my soul

1s my worry for your life
the way you’re leading it
who you’re keeping in it
what you’re doing with it
and the whys

... why?

and my friends talk of

simple things, fun things

that 1’m trying to hear and enjoy
with them

yet wondering

why

why

why can’t you tell me what’s wrong
wondering what?

what could I have done?

and why,

you haven’t come home yet

and it’s time for me to leave

for work and i wonder should 1 call
somewhere before I leave

and can only hope that you're okay

yel

experience keeps reminding me
vou’ll be home before

long like nothing has happened
you’ll walk through the door

10 your room
with a wave

and say ‘“hima.’
then I say, ‘hey son.’

and all 1 can think and feel 1s
“thankyou.. thankyou.. thankyou..
thankyou...that’s he’s home okay
for one more day..

and 1 leave to catch my bus to work
hoping you’ll make it on time for class.

Kat Norris



LIVE BAND DANCE

the one and only

'SNEAKY PEAT'
Friday, December 16, 7-10pm
Carnegie Theatre _ Refreshmenls served
EVERYONE WELCOME! Come one come all.

“To the People of the Carnegie Kitchen”
by Richard Tylman
A poetry review by David Fraser, editor
Ascent Aspirations Magazine

In “To the People of the Carnegie Kitchen” Richard
Tylman writes about places of the heart, of spirit,

- compassion and empathy. The Carnegie Building on
the East Side of Vancouver houses its kitchen, the
only relief service in the city of its kind, a refuge
from a world harsher and less benevolent than most
Canadians have ever experienced. Once a library
built on Andrew Carnegie's donation, then a mu-
seum, the Carnegic kitchen is now a place of and for
the people.

It is the people who amaze the poet, not the edi-
fice or its history. It is their gentle nature, their com-
passion that “remains the exclusive property of peo-
ple”. His use of “property” not as a possession 18
juxtaposed to the sense of property that so drives the
engines of progress in the Western world, a model
condemned by Richard Tylman, and rightly so, for
being run by burcaucrats who lawfully take away
from the vulnerable through legislative measures.

The poem begins with “It's been years since |
have dined/at the Carnegie...” Dined, not merely
“caten’” as if the Carnegie is one of those restaurants
that traditionally get reviewed with all the stars. He
goes on to use the word “offered” and not “given or
served.” “Offered” has a religious ring to it, some-
thing given freely like an act of kindness. This kind-
ness (although not his word) is what is at the heart of
Carnegic Kitchen in its people who give their “in-
valuable time” day after day.

The poem is part tribute to these volunteers
called “miracle workers™ and part rant against the
systemic forces that appear to wage an uncaring neo-
conservative war against the impoverished and the
homeless. Richard Tylman asks the reader if he or

B

she would “rub shoulders with the motley crew of
prisoners of cocaine” on the way in and knows the
answer why so few would find a reason to meet
these gentle servers of an evening meal. We sce this
every day; the more fortunate turning a blind eye,
avoiding all the unpleasant images of humanity until
“the darkened faces” of the needy become invisible.
He invites us in, and tells us why we should pay at-
tention. “The reason being the search for proof/that
humanness remains the sole property of people.” He
goes on to note that here in the kitchen for an afford-
able price, patrons have choices; vegetarians, vegans
have “garden platters”; they have choice, and they
have purchasing power that strips away their power-
lessness. The patrons get “more than a taste of nor-
malcy in an/abnormal climate” of government cut-
backs.

The Carnegie Centre with the sound of porcelain
brings on memories of Krakow, old trams, colourful
passengers, and needy individuals from another era
of poverty, oppression and injustice. The reference
to Poland and the poet's roots is genuine, but it also
brings to the fore the “hardening times” of New
World politics and harkens back to a much darker
era to which we must never ever return.

In the final stanza the poet comes back to the
people who have their own personal challenges, and
focuses on how the experience of helping others —
as they too pass through this place — has shaped
their characters. He says in the memorable line that
their “characters are shaped/as gently as the spinach
wraps.” He wishes that civil servants and, for that
matter, all of the citizens of the Western world who
are not so needy could serve behind the counter for a
day. But he knows that you can't legislate people to
do this, and knows it wouldn't work. He states what
we all should realize that “what makes humanity
special/depends on those who offer to give/of their
own free will.”

“To the People of the Carnegie Kitchen™ is a
wonderfully poignant tribute to thesc gentle servers
of humankind who “deserve the best of God's bless-
ing,” and also a subtle call to action for many of us
to resist the trend toward a new right-wing “systemic
hatred” from those with power.

Read the poem at
htt|;:llwmv.geocities.com!noetrxofrichardtylman
(from the Gala of the 2nd Annual Downtown East-
side Heart of the City Festival).
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The golden bin is full of grace
It's full of love for every race
The golden bin is never locked
The golden bin is fully stocked

That golden bin will be the best

: ; Maybe I'll find some boots or socks
RY The golden bin, it holds no rocks
From the east, north, south or west

www.Feodndtbombs_ ca.

THE GOLDEN BIN

[ pray this year that I will win

The chance to dive that golden bin
The golden bin it holds no tin

Has coffece, brass and maybe gin

It just might hold a dream or two

A lotto ticket, trips to the zoo
TVs, radios, computers old
There's just no telling what it may hold

You'll know I've found the golden bin
For on my face will be a grin
A VCR maybe I've found
A brick of gold, maybe a crown
One thing I know I'll find no dope
The golden bin has love and hope
It may be thick, it may be thin
But still it’ll be the golden bin

Unlike the uncaring city tart
The golden bin gives from the heart
In sun, snow, sleet or rain
It gives and gives with no pain
The goose that laid that golden egg
Knows that I won't need to beg
No needles in that golden bin
The golden bin someday I'll win

Mr. McBinner

FABRIC ARTS
CHRISTMAS THEME

Come and join Diane and the fun
of fabulous fabric arts group

Make a hand sewn gift
for someone special

Thursday mornings 9-11:30
in the Theatre

"nobody here but us chicks!”

[t’s a Hen Party, sorry guys, women only!



E

&
@
Music Frogram Random Notes

"Whatd'ya mean the computer memory is wiped?" |
said. 'Uncle Norton's pissed at some hacker, and

. well, you know the rest..."

* Where wuz 17 Oh yeah, crashed computers and
Hacking Hacks. Uncle Norton sez is the culprit. But
uncle Norton can't restore the lost data, Like my list
of people who booked features for the Tue. night
Cabaret.... like Who booked Features for Dec. Jan.
and Feb. 1f that's you, please verify, otherwise those
Cabarets will be less than organized.

* Speaking of computers, I've lucked into a used one

for the music programs to use. All it requires isa
hard drive - between 15 and 30 gigs. The operating
system isn't a problem. So, if you've recently up-
graded, and are wonderin' just what to do with that
old 20 gig hard drive...... Keep us in mind.

* Big Announcement Time:... No, bats will not be
descending on the Cabaret, not even the song circle
No, the big announcement has to do with regularly

** Carnegie Christmas**

“Twas the night before Christmas, and all through
Carnegic's House, all the musical creatures were
stirring, with new tunes to get out. At a quarter to
Seven the creatures descended, into Carnegie's Hall,
where a stage sat and waited.

Into the long night of Solstice the harmonies rock-
cted. and a small envelope of cash each creature
soon pocketed. And on, and on still, way past the
witching hour, the 25" s new mornin' means break-
fast, then "back at 'er you lazy drummer! The sun's
not up yet!"

So if on Christmas Eve you have a penchant to gig,
get lots of sleep, 'cause Carnegie's Christmas is an
all-night shindig."

* That has to be the worst thing I've ever written, but
if you've attended any Carnegie Christmas Eve
thingy's in the past, this year appears to be the kind
of evening we've come to expect. See you there

~M.

Twelve Steps to Norma-Jean

scheduled musicians’ meetings. Starting in January Love me
2006 we will be having a musician’s meeting every Trust me
month, and they will be divided into two categories; Respect me
One: A general musician’s meeting; to address any Pray with me
and all matters that pertain to all of Carnegie’s mus Honair ine
programs. These meetings will be held every three Cry with me

months, starting on, (you guessed it) Tuesday Janu-
ary 24th 2006, 11am, Carnegie theatre.

Two: CD project meetings; These will be monthly,
and short: 1 hour max, to keep up to date on the pro-
ject, and have all those people who volunteered to
help out with different aspects of the project touch
base with each other. The first will be in February,

Laugh with me
Share with me
Dance with me
Smile with me
Sing to me
Stand by me

I will do the same for you. There is more but these
are my favourites. I enjoy peace and happiness and |
walk with pride. Dedicated to my love, who received
this as well. Love and kisses,

Norma-Jean B

and on the last Tuesday of each month that hasn't
been designated a 'General Musician’s Meeting'.
This February it's the 28th.

So... Tuesday February 28th 2006, 12:00 noon to 1
o'clock. Carnegie Theatre. (CD Project specific.)

B




Free and Low Cost Food coming:

This list is not complete and some are NOT CON-
FIRMED but it’s a fair guide. If you can, call places
near you to get the latest plans.

Missing from here entirely are all the festivities in
Carnegie. The Centre is open all night on Christmas
Eve with a free breakfast about 5 or 5:30 am. There
is a meal on the 25" but there are many free meals
elsewhere; Cameglc s big free meal is on Monday,
December 26", after most do-gooders pack it in for
another 364 days. Get a ticket at the front desk!

{This’s about all I have to say. Go well. Ed.]
Thursday December 15"
Youth Action Centre 41 W. Cordova St. * Youth

aged 13 - 21 only * call 604-685-6561 to sign up

Friday December 16"
Crabtree Corner 533 E. Hastings St. 2 - 4 pm
* Women & Children Only *

Saturday December 17"
Movie Industry Caterers Oppenheimer Park at
Cordova & Dunlevy NOT CONFIRMED 12 noon
Mission Possible 543 Powell St. NOT CONFIRMED
2, 3:30, 5 & 6:30 pm (Tickets available 1pm
Wed. Dec. 14™ & Thur. Dec. 15" @ 7pm)

Saturday December 24"
Potters Place Mission 21 E. Hastings St.
1Tam Lunch 9pm Dinner
The Dugout 59 Powell St. NOT CONFIRMED
7 to 9pm Tickets issued in line

Sunday December 25"
Harbour Light 119 E. Cordova St.  10am - 2pm
Potters Place Mission 21 E. Hastings St.
T1am Lunch 9pm Dinner
Dooris Open 373 E. Cordova St. NOT
CONFIRMED 11am to 3pm
Evelyn Saller Centre 320 Alexander St. 3 - 5pm
COST $2.00
The Dugout 59 Powell St. NOT CONFIRMED

7 - 9 pm Tickets issued in line

Monday December 26"
Potters Place Mission 21 E. Hastings St.
1Tam Lunch 9pm Dinner

Wednesday January 11"
Gathering Place 609 Helmcken St. 2, 3 and 4pm
Get ticket from reception desk end of December —
exact date tha




SHELTERS

Men & Women
Anchor of Hope - 134 E. Cordova, Vancouver. 604-646-6899
11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Mats. Soup/bun. Wheelchair accessible.

Belkin House - 555 Homer, Vancouver. 604-681-3405

Registration at 4:00 p.m., , out at 7:30 a.m. Dorms, 3 meals.

Crosswalk - 108 W. Hastings, Vancouver. 604-669-4349

Open 11:30 p.m. Mats. Coffee/snacks. Wheelchair accessible.

First Baptist Church - 969 Burrard Street, Vancouver. 604-683-8441
Tuesday nights only. Meal at 9:00 p.m. Shelter priority for under 19.
Lookout - 346 Alexander, Vancouver. 604-681-9126

24 hours, 3 meals. Wheelchair accessible. Pets welcome. Referrals.

Out of the Cold (seasonal) -1803 E. 1st, Vancouver. 604-255-1411
Thursday nights only. Dinner and registration at 8:00 p.m.

Tenth Avenue Church -11 W 10th Avenue, Vancouver. 604876-2181
Monday nights only. Open 7 p.m., meal at 7:30pm. 25 mats.

Triage - 707 PowelJ, Vancouver. 604-254-3700

24 hours, 3 meals. Wheelchair accessible. Pets welcome.

Yukon Shelter - 2088 Yukon Street (at 5th), Vancouver. 604-264-1680
24 hours, 3 meals. Wheelchair accessible. Pets welcome. Referrals

Youth

Aboriginal Safe House.. 604-254-5147

16-18 years, 72 hours clean/sober, no alcohol/drugs. Hot meals.
Covenant House - 575 Drake, Vancouver. 604-685-7474

16-22 years. No alcohol/drug$S 12 hours prior. Curfew. Highly structured.
Dusk to Dawn - 1056 Comox Street, Vancouver. 604-688-0399

No sleeping. 21 years and under. Open 7:00 p.m. Sun - Thurs. Laundry.

Men
The Beacon (seasonal) -138 E. Cordova, Vancouver. (phone # TBA)

FREE PHONES November ‘05

Carnegie Centre, 401 Main, 665-
2220; 9am-10pm Available to
members ($1/yr) when.volunteer is on

DERA, 12 E. Hastings,. 682-0931
9am 12 /1 -4pm Mon-Fri

DEYAS, 49 W. Cordova, 251-3310
9am - Spm, Mon-Sat.

Evelyn Saller Centre, 320 Alexander
665-3075 worker/work only

First United Church, 320 E.
Hastings St,. 681-8365 8:30am - 4pm
Mon-Thurs; 8:30am-12noon Friday

Gathering Place, 665-2391, 609
Helmcken, 10am-8pm, Mon-Fri

Health Contact Centre. 166 E.
Hastings, 658-1224 door in alley

Catholic Charities Men's Hostel - 828 Cambie, Vancouver. 604-443-3292  petween Carnegic and Roosevelt
Open at 4:00 p.m., vacate by 7:30 a.m. Food voucher. No wheelchair access  Hotel, 12:30pm to 6am daily

The Haven -128 East Cordova, Vancouver. day 646-6800, night 646-6806 .. . 0 )

Beds. Hot breakfast, out during day. Lifeskills Centre, 412 E, Cor-dova,
Union Gospel Mission - 616 East Cordova, Vancouver. 604-253-3323 678-8279 10am-4pm Mon-Fri

Mats and beds. Alcohol/drug free. Long distance permitted within rules.

Women / Families Lookout, 348 Alexander, 681 -9126,

Bridge Emergency Shelter - Downtown East Side. 604-684-3542 2-4:30 & 6:30-8pm, Mon-Fri

Single women; up to 30 days stay. 24 hours, 3 meals. Harm reduction. Womens Centre, 302 E. Columbia
New Beginnings — Vancouver. 604-694-6623 (women only) 681-8480,

Single women and women with kids (no boys over 13). 24 hours, 3 meals.  10am-5pm Mon/Tue/ Thur/Fri, 11am
Powell Place — Vancouver. 604-606-0403 S5pm Wed 12-5pm Sat/Sun

Single women and lesbian couples. 24 hours, (Not a transition house.) . )

St. Elizabeth's Place - Mount Pleasant. 604-606-0412 Youth Action Centre. (13 021 ys)
Female-headed families, single women, and same sex couples. Low barrier. 41 W. Cordova, 602-9747

24 hours, 3 meals, laundry. Wheelchair accessible. (Not a transition house.) 8:30am-4:30pm Monday to Saturday
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«Signs of the Times»

[ had the pleasure of attending the book launch for
Bud Osborn's new book, "Signs of the Times", on
December 2™ at the InterUrban Gallery. There was
a full house for the event and it was wonderful to
hear Osborn read his poetry. He delivered with such
passion that I was sometimes close to tears. As al-
ways, Bud eloquently provides a voice for many in
our community who are often ignored.

One thing that I have always appreciated about his
poetry is how he balances the anger and sadness
with hope and humour. I think that "Signs of the
Times" contains some of his best work so far, and
the poetry is beautifully complimented with illustra-
tions by Richard Tetrault,

Our clected representative, Libby Davies MP, and
former city cousellor Ellen Wordsworth, also spoke
during the evening. They each reminded us how
important it is to speak out against injustice.

If you are looking for the perfect Christmas gift for
someone, or a good book for yourself, I highly rec-
ommend that you purchase "Signs of the Times"
from your favourite independent bookseller. Not
only is the poetry thought-provoking and inspiring,
but it is a great way to get the message out about life

in the Downtown Eastside.

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa David

SAGA OF A DUMPSTER DIVER

(sung to the tune of "The Irish Washerwoman")

My name is Dan Murphy; a binner I am,

[ 1ift up the lids of every garbage can.

Each bottle, each tin, and each jar I retrieve
To take to the depot-for cash I receive.

I work in the wind and the hail and the rain.

My shopping cart holds all that is still to my name.
I'm up with the birds at the crack of dawn.

On Vancouver's sidewalks I ramble along,
CHORUS:

The beer and the wine, and the glass plastic bottles
All come to the depots without use of throttles.

I wish I were rich and could then get a wife

And never raid dumpsters the rest of my life.
SECOND VERSE:

One day I cut myself on some broken glass

And then I encountered a pretty lass

She gave me a bandage and an oven mitt

And now the sharp objects won't hurt me one bit.

One day I encountered an unruly mob.

They said to me sharply, 'Go get a real job!'

I firmly told them to go take a hike

That having been said, I jumped back on my bike
THIRD VERSE:

I went to a meeting at the city hall

They were planning to build a new depot that fall
The protesters said t it would create more noise
More litter, more clutter, more unruly boys.

I told the protesters they've made a mistake

If they don't like the depot, they can jump in a lake
I then left the meeting and ambled on

To catch a short nap before the break of dawn.
FOURTH VERSE;

I joined the Green party the next November

And ran for election for the mayor's Chair.

By a narrow margin [ was voted in

My opponents all muttered a furious din.

From my table of oak and my chair of teak

I'll protect the homeless, the poor and the weak
The selfish, the greedy, the indifferent I'll chide
And tell dumpster divers that I'm still on their side.

Vaughn Evans
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DOWNTOWN
EASTSIDE
YOUTH
ACTIVITIES
SOCIETY

.49 W.Cordova
604-251-3310

604-685-6561

FREE - Donations accepted.
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NEEDLE EXCHANGE VAN - 3 Routes:

City — 5:45pm — 11:45pm
Overnight — 12:30am — 8:30am
Downtown Eastside — 5:30pm — 1:30am

Definition of "charity"”.

(pre-socialist usage) <in an exploitative sociely>
(a well-to-do person or institution] which gives
donations to selected 'poor people’ in a humiliating
manner while using philanthropic and religious
slogans in order to conceal the necessity of radical
social changes.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION
Articles represent the views of’ individual
contributors and not of the Association.

Editor: PaulR Taylor; layout, Diane Wood.

Cover art by Bruce Ray Carnegie
Commun

Submission deadiine for next issue: Centre

We acknowledge that Carnegie Community Centre, and this
L Newsletter, are happening on the Squamish Nation’s territory.

Contributors are not permitted to malign or attack or relegate '
any person or group or class, including drug users and poor

people, to a level referred to or implying ‘less than human’.

Contact
Jenny

Wai Ching
Kwan MLA

CFRO 102, 7FM
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2005 DONATIONS Libby D.-$100
Barry for Dave McC.-$50 Rolf A.-$45
Margaret D.-$25 Christopher R.-$50
Mary C-$30 Bruce J.-$35 U’mista - $20
Heather S.-$25 RayCam-$30 Gram -$200
Paddy -$30 Glen B.-$50 John S.-$80
Penny G.-$71 Jenny K.-$20 Dara C.-520
Sandy C.$20 Audrey-$20 Wes K.-$50
Joanne H-$20 Rockingguys-$20 Bruce G-$5
The Edge Community Liaison Ctt -$200
Pam B.-$25 Wm B-$20 Janice P.-$20
Michael C.-$50 Sheila B.-$25 Beth B.-§20
CCPA -$20 Rape Relief-$25 Anonymous-$3
Humanities 101-$100 MP/Jelly Bean -$20
Leslie S.-$20

DO YOU HAVE A LEGAL PROBLEM?
Come to our Free Clinic
on Camegie’s 3" floor
UBC Law Students Legal Advice Program
vou must make an appointment
TUESDAYS, 7 - 9PM

ity

o

Working for You
1070-1641 Commercial Dr V5L 3Y3
Phone: 775-0790_Fax: 775-0881

If

Downtown Eastside Residents Association
12 E.Hastings St, or call 682-0931

DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE POETRY NIGHT

Saturday, Janua

featuring (of course)
[Downtown Eastsidc Foets
y'ar one, come; if y'arn’t, go!
ry 7, 7 pm in Carnegie.
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